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SPEAKER’S NOTE-BOOK

Farm Land in Ayr—In Scotland the only local rates
on agricultural land arve those payable by the oceupier
on one-cighth of the annnal remtal. Thus if a farm
is rvented st £2 an acre (a fair average for arable
land in the Lowlands), the assessment would be 5=, ;
and if the local rate in the district was 10s. in the £,
the actual rate-burden would be 2s. 6d. an- acre. It
would not be wrong to say thai this is about the eontri-
bution for the privileze of holding land in the neighbovr-
hood of Ayr. -

But at its November mesting {Glasgow Herald, 8th
November) the Ayr Town Council agreed to pay, for
a new housing scheme, no less than £12,000 for the 147
acres of the Dabmilling Farm close to the town and
£5.000 for the 62 acres of the High Thornevaroft
Farm. This works out &t an average monopoly price
of £813 per acre as compared with the anmual rate
contribution of 2s. 6d. or thereabouts. :

The Bad Boys of Bansiead. The Swrrey County
Clouncil {Star, 27th November) has purchased Banstead
Hall, Banstead, together with 281 aeres of land for
£33.000 as an approved school for 100 boy offenders.

What means an approved school t The boys have
heen bad or are on the way to being criminals, pre-
sumably, and this is a house of corréction. "Tis & new
use for England’s country mansions and lordly estates,
and vet a kind of nemesis. Landlordism iy ifself an
institntional ecause of crime. Among the viciims are
the boys who can’t get a fair opportumity for o living as
they grow up. Among the beneficiarios are the re-
cipients of the said £33,000, sodety’s price fo them i an
effort to neutralize the effects of the bad laws by which
gociety is all the time filling prisons with fidly fiedged
gaol-birds, E

Denham (Bucks) an English Hollywood.—A leaderctie
in the Grimsby Duaily Telegraph of 24th Beptember :
The amazing development of once-rural Buckingham-
shire village, Denham, ag a leading English film centre

has cawsed what onr Hollywood friends would call a

“ bheom in real estate.”” A friend of mine interested in
speculative building in the Home Counties enquired a
vear sgo the price of & small area of freehold land near
the village. The price quoted was, I believe, £400.
He decided not to buy at that time, This week he
returned and found the former quiet village very
 gtudio-conscions.” The same plece of land was for
“gale. e offered the land-owner the price named a
year ogo.  Nothing doing.” was the reply, ~:my
price pow is £800.7
Housing Schemes : High Renis : Little Food. It has
frequently  been remarked that municipal housing
solve no problem because the renty that are
even with the help of subsidies, are too high

the housing problem is basically a problem of low wages.
This was pub blontly (Herald of Wales, 21st November)

by Mr Hvar Thomeas, Chief Sanitary Inspector for

he people who sre moved in. Tt is not seen that |

spectors. ‘° How is it possible,” he said, * for the poorer
and poorest families to live in municipal houses and pay
their rents without the inevitable result—suffering ¢
People rehoused on new estates, he added, where rent
in excess of what could be afiorded was charged, would
die more quickly than they did in the slums and over-
crowded houses from whence they came.

All themnore scandalous, therefore, is the land profiteer-
ing in eonnection with these schemes. At this Conference
several speakers declared that tho Government should
intervene and prevent landowners from demanding
exorbitant sums for land required by local authorities
for housing development.

Essex @ounty Hospitals. When local authorities
object to the price charged for land they want to
acquire, they have to obtain a Compulsory Purchase
Order from the Ministry of Health which m turn can
refuge consent to the raising of the loan money to offcet
the purchase if it considers the price is excessive. Then
thematter proceeds to arbitration, and thelocal authority
ie committed to the purchase no matter what price
is determined by the arbiter. Besides the legal costs
involved in arbitration, the delays due fo working
through all this red tape are often very sericus. And
they all concern pieces or plots or areas of land which
are assessed at a mere song or at nothing at all on the
rate books, while the demanded or the agreed * purchase
price 7 may be anything from £100 to £1,000 an acre or
more. The Hssex County Counecil, wanting to build
much-needed hospitals, has had this experience of the
way in which the scales are weighted in favour of land-
lordism. Examples are the proposed hospital sites ab
Walthamstow, Dagenham, Colchester and Chadwell.
These are reported in the Public Assistance Jowrnal of
16th Qctober, 1936.

Chadwell Heath Site. This consists of 15% acres
Crown land and 131 acres already acquired by the
Tesex C.0. for small holdings. The price is to be
£1,500 for the 15} acres and £3,368 for the transfer of
the 131 acres.

This makes altogether £10,868 for 29 acres, or at the
rate of £375 per acre. © The Ministxry of Health gives
consent to borrow the necessary money.”

Chadwell §t. Mary. Here the ground is 48} acres and
the price is £11,500. The hospital it is proposed to
erect will have 530 beds.

Thus the landowner gets £23 per bed before the patients
can He down or get any treatment. Something for
ratepayers to think about, who will be charged with the
interest and redemption of the loan *‘ sanctioned by the
Ministry of Health’ to ransom the land-owning obstrue-
tion. Something, too, for the charitably-minded who
sobscribe to hospital appeals.

Qolchester. Ground has been offered to the Hssex
Cotunty Council for the sum of £11,500 which is “ the
Inwest price the owners are prepared to accept.” The
Medical Officer of Health says it is admirably suited for

Neath, at n South Wales Conference of Sanitary in- | hospital purposes. The district valuer, however, valaes
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the ground at £10,000 and a Compulsory Purchase Order
hag therefore been prepared.

The building of the hospital will have to wait npon
the usual arbitration procedure, and the loan sanction
for the acquisition of the ground. Could some local
correspondent ascertain where this site is, what is the aren
and its present assessment as for local rates ¢

Dagenham. It was in October, 1935, more than a
year ago, that the Hssex C.C. obtained a Compulsory
Order ‘so that the question of purchase price could be
settled. In March last it was resolved to purchase a
property, area not stated, for £10,(:0 subjeet to Ministry
of Health sanction to the raising of the necessary loan.

The Minister has refused (is the price too high 1) and
advises the Couneil to take the case to arbitration. So
the Jand monopoly, with dutiful care and attention, has
an out-patients’ department of its very own, and
remarkably efficient it is.

Walthamstow. Upon. the recommendation of the
Public Health Committee the Essex (.(., on Tth April
Iast, resolved to purchase a site at Oak Hill, Waltham-
stow, an area of I8} acres. In regard to a portion of
this site, the Committee are informed by the distriet
valuer that, “ bearing in mind the whole of the circum-
stances this is a case where the question of exercising
compulsory powers should be considered.” An Order
has been prepared accordingly. :

A very deft way of saying that the price demanded
for that Oak Hill site was exorbitant, otherwise why the
resort to compulsory powers and the subsequent arbifra-
tion ? But the question does not rest there nor does it
discharge the claim that if land were assessed at its
true market value with rates and taxes payable on if,
there would be no lack of offers of suitable sites for every
desirable purpose. The land value tax is the best
arbiter and the quickest builder of such decent houses
as to render even hospitals superfluous. For what are
hospitals but curing stations for the diseases caused by
poverty and overcrowding ! Meanwhile, the local
correspondent will oblige, who can say what the owner
was asking for those 18% acres at Oak Hill and on what
figure the land is at present assessed.

A Flinfshire County Official’s Tesfimony. At a
Ministry of Transport inquiry at St. Asaph’s regarding
a. compulsory order for the purchase of land for road
improvement, the Deputy-Clerk to the Flintshire County
Council said (Manchester Guardian, 9th December] :
“ The Council had been forced to resort to compulsory
powers, and they would continue to resort to them so
long as exorbitant demands were made by landowners
in Flintshire. It had proved increasingly difficult in
past years to acquire land at reasonable prices, and he
regretted that, in the opinion of officials and members of
the Council, advantage had been taken of the fact that
the County Council had not taken compulsory powers.
It would be noted that all opposition to the County
Council’s application had been withdrawn, but damage
had been done not only to the Councit but to the men
who would have been employed on these road works at
a period of the year when work would have been most
acceptable.”

Two Sehool Sites in Harrow, Last July (1936} the
Middlesex County Council purchased about 81 acres on
the Grane Hstate, South Harrow, for an elementary
school, They now want a little less than one-third of
an acre for the extension of the school site and the
Education Committee recommends purchase at £700
(Harrow Observer, 25th September), This is at the rate
of more than £2,100 per acre. Another site wanted is
that for the elementary school at.West Harrow, which

is 41 acres. © After a certain amount of difficulty ™
the district valuer had been able to come to terms with
the vendors—at the price of £6,500, equivalent to
£1,444 per acre.

The * certain amonnt of difficulty ™ would be speedily
got over if these monopoly-held lands were rated and
taxed for public revenue on-their true value.

A Middlesex Playing Field.— The land will be worth
much more in a fow years time; let us buy now.”
This argument, wsed to defend most extravagant
public land purchases, is music in the ears of the land
spoculators everywhere. And couneil-men play it for
thema, It was heard at the meeting of the Middlesex
Eduestion Committee at the Guildhall, Westminster,
reported in the Palmer’s Gireen Gazelte, 25th September.
The case was the purchase for £20,000 of the Bart's
Hospital Sports Ground (9 acres) at Winchmaore Hill,
to be used as a playing field for the Stationers’ School,
Hornsey. Someone said that the pavilion on the
ground was worth £3,000 which leaves £17,000 for the
land alone. This iz at the rate of £1,773 per acre.

The plea {or purchasing now, “to avoid having
to pay much more later on ” makes a merit of these
land purchase scandals, giving the land value to the
monopolist instead of taxing it into the public treasury.
There is that other way of getting playing fields and
any other necessary land without any cost whatever
to the community,

Accommeodation Land at Nantwich, The heading
suggests a enphemism—a kind and gentle way of saying
things that call for plainer language. It is very generous
of the landowner to accommodate this or that, butb it
happens he has valuable building ground -on which for
a small consideration he allows some local tradesmen to
pasture a few sheep or cattle or horses. In fact the
owner is the person accommodated. He watches the
land market while he is speculating in the value of all..
the public henefits and public services provided for that
location by the community. To these he contributes not
a penny piece and presently he has his splendid rake off,
gratuitous and undeserved. So in Nantwich (Warring-
ton Guardian, 12th December), 20 acres of ‘ accommoda-
tion land * at Bavensmoor realized at auction a price of
£1,625 being an average of more than £81 an acre, which
land was previcusly altogether exempt from loeal rates.

School Site in Princes Rishorough.—Nearly eight acres.
of additional land adjoining the Princes Risborough
Council School, which is in a rural area, were wanted.
The Bucks Hducation Committee have agreed to pay
£950 for this land—Bucks Advertiser, 18th September.

Another sxample of the land which previous to pur-
chase certainiy had a high market value although as
“ agrionltural” was paying not a single penny in local
ratez. While the landowner walks off with the £950, the
poverty conditions this land system engenders will be
melicrated {how much ?) by rations of free milk to
underfed children.

Land too Dear af Sevenoaks, Kent. Even in the
heart of the country, the land is at scarcity price. The
Sevenoaks News, 24th September, said that the River-
head Parish Council’s hopes of obtaining land in Bull-
finch Lane for the erection of houses have been dashed
to the ground. At the meeting of the Sevenoaks
Rural Coaneil the proposals of the Riverhead Parish
were considered. The Clerk stated that the price asked
for the site, comprising approximately half an acre was
£600.

In view of the price, the Council decided that it was
unable to purchase the land.
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Southgate Allotments—** Unable fo Progress.” The

Wood Green Weekly Herald, 2n0d October, says: * The
vexed question of land values in Southgate arose again
when the Lands Committee reported ° with regret’
that they had been nnable to progress with negotiasions
for the acquisition of somse five scres of land betwesn
eservoir Road and Chase Road for the purpose of
allotments hecanse the owners were not willing to sell.
The Committes recommended getting compnlsory
powers to purchase.

Councillors Lander and Owen Roberts and others,
protesting, wanted to know what price was asked, but
Alderman Wauthier, Chairman of the Lands Committes,
at first declined to reply, saying the ° principle counld
be discussed without mentioning prices.” Later in the
debate he said  he did not want it thought that £1,500
an acre wag a likely price for the land in question. It
wage land without frontage and £600 fo £800 was a more
likely figure.” And, likely enough, this valuable lamd
is entered as of no value whatever for assessment to
rates and taxes. Will Alderman Wauthier answer
that question ? .

Ascrodrome at Wimbish, Essex. The. Herls and
Fseex Observer, 28th November, reported that at a
meeting of the Hedingham local Labour Party (Mr F.
Woodcock in the chair), a resolution was carried unani-
mously, protesting to the Minisiry of Air againsé the
payment of £3,928 17s. 11d. to Major C. R. Bland, of
Debden; for 243 acres of de-rated, agricultural land,
considering the price to be most excessive. Councillor
8. 8. Wilson of Saffron Walden said that members of the
Party had been anxious for many months to get to
know the price paid for this land and at last they had
sucoeeded. The matter had been raised in Parliament
~and at question time Mr Tom Williams, m.»., was
informed about the price by Sir Philip' Sassoon, the
Under Secretary for Air, who was “ aware that the land
had been used for agricultural purposes and was de-
rated accordingly,” and who added “ that of the total
sum £3,000 was on account of injurious affection to the
remainder of Major Bland’s estate arising from the
severance of land for aerodrome use.”

souncillor Wilson: said the answer had confirmed
their worst fears. The land was agricultural and if it
had been sold at £10 an acre it would have been nothing
unusual, but to pay nearly £160 an acre was an amazing
transaction. He was not attacking any individuals ;
nor did he suggest it was an exceptional case, as the same
kind of thing may have happened in other parts of the
country.

Mr . A. Thompson, M.B.E., late instructor to the
Royal Air Force, also spoke, agreeing with all that had
heen said. Some men who had risked their lives in the
air very mnch disliked this kind of thing,

Councillor Wilson is right in his assumption. There
are other notorious cases and we have some of them on
record for this Speaker's Note-Book, but these have
to be held over as we have already taken ag much space
as wo can spare this month for local instances of land
monopoly in operation. :

2ar Land in Yorks Rural Distriet. Stokesley is a
seattered rural district on a branch railway line in North
Fast Yorkshire. For the purpose of a housing scheme
the Council decided (¥orkshire Post, 19th October) to
purchase two and one-sixth acres from Mr G. L. Sowerby
at the cost of £406. The Chairman of the Committce
said they had searched Stokesley from end to end and
had failed to find any other land which could be suitably
drained for building purposes. So that, in addition to
this price paid, which is at the rate of £187 per acre,

{Continued at foct of newt column.)

FANTASY VERSUS SENSE

Speaking at Swansea on 8th December, Lady Firth
gaid she was proud of the fact that she was the first
woman in the world to drink canned beer and urged
people to discard the idea that tinned goods were of ne
nse. She was speaking of the conditions obtaining in
the special areas and contended that if people bought
their beer and cigaretles in cans it would go o long way 1o
finding regular employment in the coal-mining, steel, and
tin-plate trades. :

Tt evidently doeg not occur to this well-intentioned
lady that coal is used in making glass bottles, nor that
if her advice were adopted it would go a long way
towards reducing the amount of employment in making
bottles and cartons.

However, this idea is no more fantastic than many
others that are put forward for helping the distressed
areas, or special areas as they are now officially ce-
scribed. Miss Florence Horsburgh, who was Conserva-
tive candidate at Ebbw Vale at the last election, pro-
poses that Government armament factories should be
built in the most stricken districts, and that the environs
of London and possibly Birmingham, should be ruled
qut of bounds for future industrial developments.

All ‘such proposals simply mean redistributing the
amount of work available. They may reduce the
number of wnemployed in the distressed areas, but they
will not reduce the total number of unemployed.
Perhaps something can be said for redistributing poverty
throughout, the country, so that there is less here and
more there, but it is a pitiful and despairing proposal.

Another plan which is quite popular is to level out
the slag heaps and other residues of mining and industrial
enterprises. This is defended on the ground that it
will remove an eyesore, and that is a good reason in
itself thongh it is not a means of creating more em-
ployment. The Western Mail (9th December), from
Which all these illustrations are culled, advocates that
this should be done in Merthyr and that it would “ at
loast prepare the way for a solution by rendering avail-
able ideal sites for new industries.” It does not appear
to whom these ideal sites will belong when they have
been cleared. There is a point here which merits some
investigation.

The problem of the distressed areas is simply the
problem of unemployment, of poverty amid the possi-
bility of abundance. All that is-peculiar to the distressed
areas is that the poverty is more concentrated. There
js no special remedy for these areas which does not
apply to others, nor can there be a genuine remedy at
the expense of others. It is only when our legislators,
administrators, and others get down to the real problem
of bringing idle men into contact with idle natural
resources, so that they can add to the total production
of wealth that there will be any hope of a solution.

the Council has to incur the cost of draining. There
are to be 24 houses on the site and the bare land for
sach is to cost £17.

Any builder would tell you how much extra he could
put into a house, and especially such small houses, in
the way of good fittings, good plaster and the rest, if’ he
had that £17 to play with, but he has to scamp his work
and it is he whom an ignorant public condemns for the
“jerry building * that is so common.

A Right Good New Year to All our Readers
with gratitade for what has been accomplished
during the past year and stili higher hopes for
this one, .




4 - LAND & LIBERTY

Janvary, 1937

LAND & LIBERTY
PUBLISHED BY THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR
THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES, LTD

Forty-fourth Year. Establisked Jane, 1894,

By Post 2s. 6d. per annum.
Editor: A. W. Madsen
Assistant Editor: F. C. R. Douglas
94 PETTY FRANGE, LONDON, S.W.1.
Telegrams: ** Eulay, Sowest, Londen.” Teleghone : Whitehall 6008,
Posiage on this issue is One Halfpermy.

JANUARY, 1937

NEW YEAR PRESENTS

Tas recisLatTioN foreshadowed by the Government
holds out little prospect for rentpayers and taxpayers
except ineressed burdens. There are gifts in store for
other sections of the community. The rent receivers and
the tax eaters sup with a long spoon at the table of the
industrious, enjoying the feast that is almost forced
down their throats and they call for more; but the bill
of payment is not presented to them. If amyone com-
plain that there is less for some becanse others get more,
and there is still less for the company because some who
eat are neither purveyors nor cooks, let that matter be
referred to the scientists who can vary the meals to
increage the vitamin content. Or the Economic Advisory
Council and the professors and groups who study eco-
nomic planning can see to it, helped by the money
authorities, who can trace whatever trouble there be
to disequilibrium in the management of currency and
credit. Others can be consulted about the efficiency of
the knives and forks, the size or shape of tlie soup plates,
and whether it is necessary for some chairs to have
cushions. One subject alone is debarred, namely, that
some are eating who do not produce, because the dis-
cussion of it would condemn every law and instituticn
that enables one man to put his hand in another man’s
pocket as by right. This may be reckoned a victory for
the defendeis of the present order that they have on
their side all the amiable reformers and economists so-
called, who have discarded such words or thoughts as
monopoly and privilege and parasitism, these being the
out-of-date terms of a doctrine that is either defunct or
is but “fighting a rearguard action,” as Mr A. J,
Cummings, of the News Chronicle, put it not so long ago.
The alliance between these modern economic experts
and the mischievous interests that true freedom would
destroy may ‘be unconscious; but it is there, in the
terminology which tries to conceal the economic theft
being committed in society, and in the consent which
treats privilege as no theft, but as a form of property
only to be surrendered against payment of full com-
pensation. When the word “privilege” comes into its
own again, gets its place on the platforms of the pro-
gressive parties and on the lips of their leaders, politics
will at last count for something in this country. :
We should have someone tearing away the veil from
subterfuge and stratagems when we contemplate what
the Government is proposing and what its predecessors
have done. The first Act of the New Year will be to pass
the Live Btock Bill, for which the necessary money
resofution has already been adopted, imposing Customs
duties on foreign beef and veal and voting £5,000,000"a
year to home cattle breeders. The duties (which are not
levied on Dominion produce} are estimated to yield
£3,250,000 a year so that the general taxpayer will be
called upon for the balance. The duties fall on the food

of the poorest classes who are thus compellod to provide
the bulk of the subsidy. Not only so. They will have to
pay considerably more, for the price of the untaxed
Dominion produce sold in competition with the taxed
foreign produce will also rise. Producers in the Domin-
ions will get that amount of spoil at the expense of con-
sumers in this country. The benefited cattle breeders
will not long rotain the benefit. If their position is cased
either by money assistance or by better prices for their
cattle, nothing is more certain than that the land which
is suitable for cattle rearing will go up in value. The gift
will be to the land speculators both in this country and
in the Dominions, setting economic forces at work which
are worse than a plagne to agricaltire. Besides this
hurt to all land users, the cconomic theft from the parties
immediately concerned is obvious. Tt is the forceful
taking of the pennies of those who can least afford to
pay, by the wicked instrument of Customs tariff, and
handing the money as so much graft under polics pro-
tection to cattle breeders enabling them in turn to meet
the exactions of the land moncpolist.

It is & further step in the long procession of legislative
Acts in the supposed interests of agricalture, which, not
beginning with but typified by the 1928 Act “derating”
farm land, have given the sugar beet subsidy, the wheat
subsidy, the restriction on potato and hop growing, the
milk and pig and bacon marketing boards, the tariffs on
a mass of foodstuffs “to benefit preducers” but in the
end only stiffening the price of land. The tax-borne
aids to agriculture are such as would make a long list.
In total they amount to more than £40,000,000 a year.
But agriculture is in no better case by testimony of the
“agriculturists” as they call themselves. The cry is for
more and more doles and more protection. In the debate,
15th December, on the money resolution for the Live
Stock Bill, Tories protested that the beef tariff was not
nearly high enough. It should be much moresand there
should be duty alse on Dominion produce.

Here are soms Press references showing how things
are working out.

The Sunday Times, 13th December, states that nearly
50,000 fewer workers are employed on the land in
England and Wales than was the case two years ago . . .
yet “the land has not lost its appeal, for only one in
seven of the applications made under the Small Holdings
Act can be satisfied.” What’s wrong, in fact, is that the
land is too dear. ‘

The Manchester Guardian of 9th December quotes the
report of the Food Council on the bacon and pig market-
ing schemes, with the complaint of retailers that “prices
are 30 high as to put bacon out of general reach of the
poorest scctions of the community” and the report
observes that “‘bacon is not nearly as plentiful and cheap
as it was in 1931.327

The landed interest has its spokesmen in the reports
of two firms of real estate agents quoted in the Daily
Telegraph, 23vd and 29th December. Messrs John D.
Wood & Co. say: “The outlook for the investor in agri-
cultural land is intimately bound up with questions over
which the individual landowner and farmer have no
control. Imports, the effect of subsidies, the marketing
boards . . . are some of the matters that bear on it.
The Government is clearly alive to the needs of the
industry. . . . Hunting seems more than ever in
favour. . . . Bhooting counts for more than ever it did.”
And Messrs Jackson Stops and 8taff say in regard to
agricultural land that practically every county in Eng-
land is represented in their sales list and “‘a hardening of
prices is noted, particularly in Northern districts. . . .
In Sc?}:la.nd sporting estates have sold readily at good
prices.
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So much for the doles and subsidies and the land
valnes muaintained and inereased through no effort on
the part of the individual landowner. B}lﬁ there 13
nothing for the working farmer after this rake off,
nothing for the agricultural labourer, no chance for the
applicant small holder, no hope for the unemployed to
ret independent footing in his own country. The alter-
native is to emigrate and an accommodating Govern.
ment is to renew the ill-famed Fmpire Settlement Act
for another i5 years making £22,500,000 available to
help the exiles oversea. The. original Act (1922)
pledged £45,000,000 but not half the money was spent.
How this scheme of transference broke down against the
wall of high-priced land in the Dominions, raised in
anticipation of the immigrants, is on record. A suitable
preamble to the new Bill would be the story of the
cheated and Tuined settlers in Victoria, and how these
emigrants had to return home again.

But the most lavish gift from the Government to
vested interest in privilege and monopoly, if the Govern-
ment is not overturned beforehand or in the process of
making it, is to' buy from them the God-given naturally
deposited coal resources of Great Britain. The Bill will
have some such title as the unification of mineral
royalties and was on the list in the King’s Speech of
2rd November, which was before the abdication. King
Edward since made his tour of the South Wales Dis-
tressed ‘Area. He had visual proof of the calamities
wrought by the present land system and gave his promise
that some remedy would be found. It would have been
the grimmest of jokes to crown the coronation with a
Royal signature to the gift of 100 to 200 millions to the
receivers of royalties and wayleaves, for releasing their
hold not only on coal worked but also on all the un-
worked and yet unexploited mineral deposits which are
the property of the whole people. There may be there-
fore some truth, after all, in the rumours that abdication
came about for reasons additional to questions con-
nected with the King’s domestic affairs. Obey as a
constitutional monarch must the will of Parliament,
whatever opinion he may have of the legislation sub-
mitted, even the invention that he would rather resign
than give his hand to such an outrageous Act would be
to his honour.

The responsibility for such policies lies with Parlia-
ment and its Members. An instance is afforded in the
speech by Mr R. Gibson on the distress in the Highlands
and Tslands of Scotland which we report elsewhere for
the grave and terrible but true picture he presents.
But we have left his proposed remedy for comment. It
is that with the extermination of the deer as a plague
and a pest “the land of the Highlands and Tslands of
Scotland should be nationalized, for unless that is done

it js difficult to see how money spent on improvement of |

land will not go straight into the pockets of the land-
lords.” But will Mr Gibson say what he means by the
nationalizing of the land? Is it purchase he is after, on
the lines of the Coal Royalties Bill? If so it is a mon-
strous proposition. The land of the Highlands and
Tslands, reckoned per head of the population, is probably
the dearest land in the whole world and however cheap
it were, purchase with public money is the way not to
abolish the land moncpoly bub to confirm it. Hvery
argument that Mr Gibson gave was an argument for the
Taxation of Land Values and for the assertion of the
equal rights of the people to the land without any com-
pensation whatever to the present receivers of the rent
or to those who have speculated in the value of the
country’s natural resources. So we would caution Labour
men and Liberals too against the use of this long word
“pationalization” if it is left undefined or if, being
defined, it means ransom to the monopolists out of the

public revenue. - Land purchase proposals are often made
to seem justified by pretty accountancy figures showing
that the rents payable in futnre to the State or the
municipality will meet the interest and redemption of
the land bonds and the public will enjoy any new in-
creases in land value. This is altogether heside the marlk.
Every penny of the rent of land which is now privately
appropriated is a penny lost to the public revenue and
necessitates the imposition of taxation on production
and its earnings. The conversion of the rent of land into
interest on land bonds would perpetuate the private
drain on the public revenue and compel the continued
resort to all those vicious forms of taxation by which the
State robs the industrious and penalizes every useful
offort: to make wealth abundant. We cannot believe that
this is the considered policy of either the Labour or the
Liberal Party. _

.For ourselves, the gift of a New Year is the gift of
new opportunity: to press forward with our educational
work: to make opinion so that this thought will ulti-
mately dominate the minds of the people and their
elacted representatives, that the land is the natural
inheritance of all; and act accordingly through con-
stitutional changes in the law, so that the taxation now
falling on the work of man’s hand be abolished and the
value of land be taken instead for the common good.
That is the practical, certain and just way to the better
distribution of wealth, Who will help in this campaign?
Who will give more help in the coming year? '

. AL W. M

Mr Arthur Chamberlain, presiding at the General
Meeting of Tube Investments, Ltd., reported in the
Hasgow Herald, 3rd December: “No nation was
strangled by not having the control of the countries
where its raw materials were produced. There was
hardly a known instance where the producer of’ raw
material had not sold wherever he could get the best
price. The so-called possession of colonies had not in

7 modern times added to the wealth of any country.

What had added to the wealth of a country was trade,
the development of its own resources, and their exchange
for those of other peoples, and it mattered not a jot
whether that trade was done with foreign countries,
with colonies or its own nationals as long cnly as it was
done. . . . If Germany, Italy and France would only
look at what was happening all round them dispassion-
ately, instead of through a mist of hate, of braggadocio
and of fear, they would realize the truth of what he was
saying. Tf they were willing to join with others in
réducing tariffs, quotas and currency restrictions our
answer must be clear, immediate and ungrudging.”

% * #®

. Tee Rergon or Heney GrEoreE is the title of a
new booklet of 16 pages written by John Archer. Like
sverything from his pen, it is a fervid statement of the
highest religious principles and moral standards. The
Henry George philosophy is considered in the light of
the Sermon on the Mount and no one may gainsay the
soundness of the author’s interpretations. The booklet
is a reprint of the address John Archer recently delivered
in Keighley. Special donations have made possible this
publication, so that not only is there a surplus for the
benefit of the Yorkshire League, who are the publishers,
but also the League enjoys the revenue from sales. The
price is 2d. per copy. A quantity has been presented
to. the United Committee which is free to sell them at
the rate of one shilling per dozen, which the Yorkshire
League is also doing. Send orders either to 94 Petty
France, S.W.l, or to Compton Buildings, Keighley,
Yorks.
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MUNICIPAL ACTION
Cardifi and Glasgow

The Cardiff City Council met on 8th December,
the business including an important diseussion on the
Rating of Land Values. Motion was carried on the
proposal of Councilior Ferrier, seconded by Sir W. R.
Williams : ** That the Council approve of the Resolution
passed at the Conference of Welsh Local Authorities,
held at Cardilf on the 25th September, 1935, relating to
the Rating of Land Values, and that the Council's
representatives on the Association of Municipal Corpora-
tions be desired to bring the matter forward at a meeting
of the Association.” '

If, as may be expected, the Lord Mayor, Alderman
H. Hiles, 1.p., will attend the Assocjation’s meeting,
a8 representative of Cardiff, the case for the rating of
land values will have in him a very earnest advocate.

The Glasgow City Council met on 11th December
and the Daily Herald of next day reported as follows :
“ A proposal that Glasgow should petition Parliament
in support of the taxation of land values is to be con-
sidered by the sub-committee of the corporation finance
committee. This decision was taker yesterday on a
report by Mr J. C. Pinkerton, city assessor, on the
internationsal conference for the taxation of land values
recently held in London. Mr Pinkerton suggested that
it might be advisable for the corporation to. send a
delegation to study the systern of taxing land values in
Denmark, which is stated to have been most satis-
factory. Copies of the London County Couneil report
on the taxation of lind values are to be circulated to
members to assist them in the formulation of a policy.”

This is another and very gratifying outcome of the
International Conference held in London, and especially
of the sessions at which more than 100 delegates attended
as representatives of British municipalities. The Report
of the London Council had been given to every member
and delegate at the Conference. Since then, copies
have been provided to numerous Town Clerks at their
request. Cardiff procured copies to circulate to all
City Council members, and that Glasgow is doing the
same is eloquent testimony to the value of this Report
and the instruction it contains, '

This L.C.C. Report, price 6d., is obtainable from our
offices. 1t should be in the hands of every one concerned
with municipal administration and finance and that,
of course, includes every public spirited ratepayer.
An accompanying publication is Mr Douglas’s new
treatise on the subject Land Value Rating, published
by the Hogarth Press at 2s. 6d., and also available
from our offices.

PAYMENT IN ONIONS

“The German firm of Krupp has been awarded the
contract for the construction of a bridge over the Nile
at Samannud. The amount is £145,572, and of this
Egypt will pay to the extent of £35,000 in ondons.”——
Manchester Guardian, 22ud December. '
. Apparently there is not yet a synthetic onion industry
to be protected in Germany, and the growers of onions
are not strong enough to impress their views on the
Government and so defend themselves against this
“invasion ” of Bgvptian onions. In the same paper we
read that Germany has been making unsuccessful at.
tempts to procure more Roumanian oil, “ Roumania
demands payment in ‘ strong ’ currency while Germany
offers goods.”  What a queer world it is in which all
the nations are striving to make it difficult for their
citizens to obtain the good things they require !

January, 1937

LORD WILLINGDON AND HENRY
GEORGE

Lord Willingdon, ex-Viceroy of India, was the guest
of honour at the dicner on 19th November at the

- Bnglish Speaking Union, London, of which he is the

new Chajrman. At the conclusion of hiz address, he
said ; _

“ May T guote, before 1 sit down, a few words which
I read the other day by that great American citizen,
Henry George—-a great economist, a great reformer, a -
ditizen of the preat American Republic—words which
were spoken, let me remind youn, at least fifty years
ago, He says this:

“Is it too soon to hope that it may be the mission
of this Republic to unite all nations of English spoech
whether they grow beneath the Northern Star aor
Southern Cross in o League which by ensuring justice,
promoting poace and liberating commerece, will be the
forerunner of a world-wide federation that will make
war the possibility of a past age and turn to works of
uscfulness the enormous forces now dedicated to
destruction.’ ‘

“ Those words wore written some fifty years ago.
They are as true to-day as they were then. ~ And I look
forward with the greatest possible hope to the efforts of
the Kaglish-Speaking Union under my chairmanship to
go forward forcefully, strongly, towards the great pur-
pose which they have always had in visw. And T lock
forward further to our two great communities, the
Republic of the United States of America and the British
Bmpire, working more and more closely together on
terms of friendship, and co-operation in order to bring
that peace, goodwill and friendship which T believe is
intensely desired by the people of the civilized world.”

Henry George’s historic statement, quoted by Lord
Willingdon, was made in the Fourth of July Oration,
in Ban Francisco, 1877, Tt has been reproduced in
ilurninated lotbering and, by gift of Mrs Anna George de
Mille, hangs framed in the vestibule of the English-
Speaking Union.

WHERE IT WORKS
A Testimony

In most of the capitals and larger cities in the British
Bmpire rates are levied on land values whilst buildings
are eithor relieved or entirely exempt. These places
imnclede Brisbune, Durban, Edmonton, J ohannesburg,
Pretoria, Regina, Sydney, Vancouver, Victorjia, Welling-
ton and Winnipeg,

In the Western Provinces (of Canada) particularly the
towns and conntry districts, levy rates based partly or
wholly on land values,

In Australia the revenues of the local authorities are
maiuly derived from rates on the improved capital value
of land, or the annual value of land and buildings. . . .
In Mew South Wales and Queensland all local authorities
have adopted the land value policy.

In Sydney, with the exception of water and sewerage
charges, all rates are raised in this manner. Throughout
Queensland houses and buildings are not even valued. - .
—From The Ratepayers’ Money, by Arthur Collins,
George Allen & Unwin, 5s,

Mx Collins will be rémembered as the City Treasurer
of Birmingham who at that time {1820) reported un-
favourably upon the system above described and made
material for the United Committee’s pamphlet Land
Value Rating, now unfortunately out of print.
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THE AGRICULTURAL BUNGHOLE

The Glasgow Weekly Herald, 28th November, had a
long article, with Hlustrations, written by Capt A. R.
McDougal on “ Fair Play for Farmers.” After a search.
ing criticism of the Walter Elliot policy of restrictions
(to raise prices) and quotas and marketing boards, Capt
MeDougal concluded : “ Do not vote a gingle penny to
agricuiture, but give us land reform, security of tenure,
fair rents, and the taxation of land values accompanied
by derating of houses. Then we shall have real
prosperity all round.”

Capt McDougal also said :

“* The problem in Henry George’s words was © Progress
and Poverty’ or as now often put, ‘starvation amidst
plenty.”

“Mr Elliot, faced with this problem, apparently

decided that the root causes of distress were over.
production and not underconsumption, and low prices
and not excessive rents and land values. Working on
this utterly wrong diagnosis the Government have now
saddled uws with a complicated scatterbrained hocus-
pocus of tariffs, quotas, and marketing boards whose
aim is not better marketing but merely scarcity-monger-
ing, price-raising, monopolistic devices. :

.*The wheat subsidy has meant one-halfpenny tax
on every loaf and this tax has gone in increased rent to
the wealthy owners of the richest land in the kingdom.
For Glasgow alone this one item means an extra cost of
over £2,000 per week.

“The cumulative effect of the Government policy
means a tax of about 2s. a week on every household.
Why not abolish these taxes and give the landlord a
certificate entitling him to collect his subsidies direct
from each house? It would be a fine and enlightening
sight o see the ducal Rolls Royce calling every Monday
morning on his allotted households to collect his 2s.
subsidy !

“Mr Elliot has stretched out a grasping hand and
snatched the bacon and much else from the poor man’s
table in order to enrich a favoured class.

“ Agriculture is like a rainwater barrel with the
bunghole open. One may pour in spates of subsidies,
tariffs and quotas, but the water will not riso above the
open bunghole. The agricultural bunghole is Rent and
Land Values. ,

“ When speaking at Kelvingrove, Mr Elliot was
heckled and asked: ‘What steps do you proposge to
take to prevent any benefits from your policy being
abgorbed in rent?’ He answered, after pressure,
‘ None.’

“ Bo we see that the logical result of his policy and its
real intentions are identical—to raise rents and land
values,

“ The suhsidies, de-rating and tariffs which have cost
the consumer and taxpayer over £40,000,000 a year, and
are equal to 19s. per week per annum for every farm
worker, have not caused the cultivation of a single extra
acre, or the employment of a single extra man or any
tangible increase in wages. . . . In fact cultivation is
less than in 1981, numbers employed are less, and wages
in England, where accurate statistics are available, show
an increase of only one halfpenny per week over 1931.
And farmers, lured by Elliot’s promises, are still saddled
with too high rents. The only gainers ultimately will
be the landlord and the bondholder.” -

It is gratifying to see these views, of which we have
given but an extract, expounded and elaborated in a
hewspaper like the Glusgow Weekly Herald, and Congerva-
tive at that.

LAND & LIBERTY ;

THIS TROUBLED
WORLD

1. SPAIN—Civil War for and against
great estates and absentee landlordism

2. PALESTINE— conflict between
landless Arabs and Jewish immigrants
fleeced by high land prices

3. @ERMANY-—TIM: demand for

Colonies to give access to raw materials
and relieve the alleged pressure of
population '

BRITAIN — The distressed areas,
widespread unemployment and the
grievance against high reuts

" There is a vague but geneval fecling of disappointment ;

and increased bitlerness anong the working classes ; a

widespread feeling of umvest and brooding vevolution.

Tf this weve accompanicd by a definite idea of how relicf
s to be obtained, it would be a hopeful sign. .o

What change may come no morial man can ol but

that some great change vaust come, thoughtful men begin

fo feel >—HENRY GEORGE.

*

Despite other contributory canses of social and political
discord not in one but in many countries, the basic cause
in each case is the prevailing system of land monopoly.
All wealth is derived from land. Trade and industry depend
upon land for their existence. All progress and social
improvement adds to the value of land. Those who hold
the land control the destinies of mations and can deny
access to natural resources by demanding excessive prices.

*

The community-created values of land are not taken for
public revenue. Taxation is thrown upon the business man,
the householder, the worker, and the consumer, reducing
the earnings they should enjoy. Hence the prevalence of
bad times in spite of inventions and improvements, and
the phenomenon of poverty in the midst of plenty.

*

Henry George has gone to the root of the matter. He has
had more influerce than any economic writer since Adam
Smith. Xe proves beyond doubt that there is a solution
for current economic and political evils.

Baoks to read ave

PRCGRESS AND POVERTY
and
SOCIAL. PROBLEMS

New editions bound in ved cloth at one shilling cach from
Your bookseller ov 1s. 3d. each by post from the publishers :
Henvy George Foundation, 94 Petry meez London, S.W.1.
Wrile for complete list of the Foundation’s books and
pamphicls comprising over sixty titles.
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THE KINGSWAY lMPROVEMENT:
An Example of Land Nationalization

A report presented to the London County Counecil on
15th December by its Highwayvs Committee gives an
aceount of the financial resuits of the Holborn-Strand
improvement which created the great thoroughfares of
Kingsway and Aldwych out of a mass of mean streets
and slums which formerly stood on the site. It is'a
striking illustration of the difficulties of land national-
ization by purchase, but as the story is a complicated one
we will quote the report verbatim before making a.n;
comment . —

The Council obtained powers in 18397 to carry out the
Strand and Holywell Street improvement, and also in the
same year decided to widen to 80 feet Southampton Row,
between Holborn and Theobald’s Road. Powers were also
obtained in that year for the Clars Market Clearance
Scheme, the surplus lands of which were later merged in
the Holborn to Strand Improvement, which was eventually
sanctioned under the Londen County Council {(Improve-
ments) Act, 1889, The scheme provided for the construe-
tion of new thoroughfares 100 feet wide, having a total
length of approximately three-quarters of a mile. More
than 60 properties, covering an area of approximately 23
acred, were acquired for the improvement and dernolished.
The area of the land dedicated to public strects was about
12} acres, leaving about 15§ acres of surplus lands to be
dealt with for recoupment purposes. The properties
acquired included 51 public-houses and beerhouses, the
lieences of which the Council decided, in January, 1901,
to abandon.

The lotting on buildmg lease of the surplus lands of the
improvement began in 1903, and, whilst it took several
years to establish the confidence of building lessees in the
valae of the position from the building point of view, the
letting of the sites procoeded stoadily during the epsuing
decade, especially in Kingsway, the developmens$ of which
was practically completed together with s considerable
part of the land in Aldwych, before August, 1914. /

The sites near the Strand, having higher ground rental
values, were the last to be dealt with and conditiong during
the years 1914 to 1918, undoubtediy had the effect of
restricting building operations, whilst the difficulties® of
finaneing building schemes experienced during most of the
period since 1918 delayed the completion of the redevelop-
ment of the surplus lands at the southem end of the im-
provement. It was not until 1930, that the last of the
vacant sites with a frontage to the Strand was let on
building lease to complete the original conception of the
Bush House group -of buildings.

The Council receives about £143,000 annually in grmmd
rents from the surplus lands of the improvement, upon
whieh buildings of the approximate cost of £5,000,000 have
been erected. In addition a sum of £966 a year is received
in respect of betterment charges. A total sum of £735,507
has been received from the sale of sites, and other sitos
valuned at £225,191 were transferred in sebtlement of claiins
on & reinstaternent basis,

The total debt charges incurred to 31st March, 1936
(£5,209,563) plus the net debt outstanding at that date
(£3,208,607) amounted to £8,418,170. Against this the
aggregate rents received, plus the value of the leased stbes
amounted to £6,009,931. The difference (£2,408,239) mav,
therefore, be said to represent the net cost o the ratepa.yu
up to 31st March, 1936.

The annual net charges on the rates (that is the total debt
charges less the rents and improvement charges), which in
1935-36 amounted to £60,752, will be reduced as Joan charges
fall out. TIn the year 1953-56, it is anticipated that thero
will be a soall surphas of £2,000. This and ensuing sur-
pluses will be a credit to rate sccount year Iry yvear. A large
part of the debt wiltl become (xtmgwah( «1 1n 1961-62, o
that the total debt charges in that year will decrease by
about £114,177. In 1965-86 the surplus for the year is
estimated as £143,725, m(,ma,smg later to £146,000, the
debt being finally paid off in 1987-88. The properties will

thereafter be an uncneumbered assct, so far as existing
debt is concerned. The cost to the ratepayer of the im-
provement would have been less but for the delay occasioned
by the war.

The present accumulated cha.rge on the rates is £2,840,676
and this will increase to over £3,500,000 ; after which the
annual surpluses should gradually extinguish the ac-
cumulsted deficit. This process should be complsted in
1986, by which date the aggregate result will be a credit.
Thercafter the revenue from the unencumbered. asset should
add annually to the surplus.

The forecasts of the position subsequent to 1936 are
necessarily tentative and are given under reserve for the
purpose of illustrating the trend of the finance of the im-
provement. They do not allow for interest on deficits and
they asswne that remts and improvement charges will
remain at their presemt level and they do not take into
account changes which may take place when the existing
leases expire.,

Taking the figures as they stand, they show that a con-
siderable charge has been and will condinme to be imposed
anmually upon two generations of ratepayoers for the nitimate
financial benclit of their successors, but that this benefit
will not commence to acerue uniil twenty years' time from
now. If interest on deficits were allowed for, there would
always be an annual deficit, unless the rents uitlmately
émaf;ly exceeded £146,000.

This report deals only with the financial aspect of the
mprovement, but, in assessing its valze to the community,
regard must alse be had to the great inereases in rateable
value and in the value of property which have accrued and
to the advantages o traffic from the improvement.

The salient points are: (1) That about fifty years
must elapse from the inception of the scheme before it
ceases to be a burden on the rates; (2) That a period
of about eighty years must elapse before the debt is
finally paid off.

The report does not say what was the original capital
cost of the improvement. It may be presumed that it
did not exceed the amount of the total debt charges
incurred wp to 1936, say £5,000,000. In order to deal
with this transaction, a charge amounting at its maxi-
mum to £3,500,000 has to be imposed on the rates. This
is at least: 70 per cent of the original cost of the scheme.

Of course, as the report points out, there have been
other benefits from the improvement. The most
tangible of these is the enhancement of the value of
othor land left in private hands. It does not follow,
however, that if the County Council had bought a larger
area the financial results would have been any more
satisfactory. The die is loaded against all schemes of
land purchase by the fact that the market price antici-
pates future increases of value so far as they can be
forescen, and as a general rule a public avthority has
to pay much more than the market price.

Another extremely significant fact is that the lettings
or sales of land effected after the war were done upon
the hasis of post-war values. Owing to the depreciation
in the purchasing power of money, higher prices were
obtainable, The results therefore are more favourable
than they would have been but for currency changes.

The whole story shows that land purchase on a very
wide scale involves financial burdens which make it
almost impracticable, and certainly most undesirable.
The only satisfactory general method of dealing with
the land question s to tax and rate the communal

vatue of land into the public freasuries.

of “ Land & Liberty” is an invi-
2d. Monthly :

A Free Copy
tation to Becqme a Subscriber.
by Post 2s. 6d. a Year.
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WHAT SOME SAY

HuArD AT & NEw YorE BxTeNsION Crass. One of the
teachers at the H. . School of Social Beience writes : ““In
one of my classes just finished with Protection or Free
Trade was a young Englishwoman who seemed well in-
formed of British affairs in general, who related a ° Tumour ’
that Progress and Poverfy has been much discussed in
Royal circles of late, and I am wondering if this had any
conmection with ¥dward’s abdieation. There is a vague
impression over here that his proposed marriage to a lady
of rather extensive marital experience was the oceasion
or pretext on which his abdication became necessary,
rather than the prime cause or reason.”” Wanted is sub-
stantial foundation for such a remarkable ramour—but
then, one must allow also for the extravagenza in which
zoalots can’t help indulging at times.

GRANTOWN ON SPEY, Scorrand. I am in a sparsely
populated Tural area, comprised in the main of small
farmers and gamekeepers. The latter to the detriment of the
former seem to carry sway by way of the power they have
in being the landlords’ or factors’ representatives. For
any man to make an effective appeal to those who shovld
be really interested (I mean directly) then that man would
need to be a free agent. To put it bluntly, such as I
ecannot afford to state our views openly but only through
the ballot box. There are remnants of the old feudal
system to be felt in this Highland atmosphere. . . . We
have a debating society, if you could furnish me with a
short account of the advantages to be derived from Land
Value Taxation. (An assortment of suitable literature was
sent and offer of a free supply of Henry George’s address
Seotland and Scotsmen to distribute from house to house.)

FinmorE, BriTisHE Convmsia. I want to get in touch
with some of the more aggressive advocates of the taxation
of land values, because that principle ought to be incor-
porated in the platform of a political Party which is trying
to do what the C.C.F. aims to do. Can you send me some
names ? T will make a strong fight to get it into any new
platform with their help.

MancrestER ;1 A TrADE Union SeCRETARY., Land &
Liberty has been passed on -menth by month and I am
instrueted by my Branch to forward you a donation of
10s. 6d. in appreeciation of the periodical received.

Rmeewoon, New Jursey. You may continue to send
Land d& Liberty to the Public Libraries at TIaterson,
Passaic, Ridgewood, Newark, Trenton, Jersey City and
Camden, N.J. BSend theé bill to me for payment. In writ-
ing any covering letter, you might eall their attention to the
special article on Mr Hennessy, he having been a former
Senator from New Jersey.

Brisror. Mr Kenneth A. Abbott, in the Fvening World,
23rd November, writes : * Alderman Frank Shepherd has
rightly asked : ‘ How can houses be built to let at rents
which working people ean afford to pay when land prices
are so high ?° His illustration of £50,000 for four acres is
typical of prices when the Council requires land for any
purpose. He also stated that for this reason the Counecil
was foreced to go outside for its housing estates, but even
there the land monopoly méde them pay £106,666 for
631 acres. This was largely agriculfural Iand rated ab a
total annual value of £271. A step in the right direction
and one which would cheapen land both for the corpora-
tion and industry 1s the transferring of loeal rates fo a rate
on site values. I would suggest that the City Couneil
should instruct our new Finance Comunittee to investigate
the whole question of local revenue, and then issue the
resitlés of thetr findings.” :

MeLeovkRxNE, Avustraria. Please cause some Georgeist
literature t6 be sent to the name I give you of a friend in
Yaris. I enclose 5s. and leave the selection to you. Don't
overlook Progress and Poverty and some of the other works
of George as well as some of the Addresses—also a copy of
Land & Liberty—and enclose my greetings eard as herewith,

TUNSTALL, STORE-oN-TRENT. I am sorry fo have over-
looked my rernittance for Land d&& Liberty which 1 say mosb
definitely is one of the very few really educational journals

printed. The hook I purchased, Progress and Poverty by
H. G., which I consider one of his best works, I have
recommended to quite & number of people.

EKovur, SovrE Inpia. With order for a large assors-
ment of books and pamphlets: I have read what you
already sent, translating from it into my mother tongue,
Telugu, and writing to our daily papers about your aec-
tivities. A later letter said: T am very grateful for the
literature. I will write some essays in Telugu (26,000,000
people speak this language) and after finishing themn, if
my friends help, I will print them into a pamphlet and
distribute it among the villagers, Myself, I am a journalist
and (honorary} worker among the peasants and I want to
know all the details of your work, At your suggestion X
am writing to the Rev V. J. White, Viece-President in
India of the International Union for Land Value Taxation
and Free Trade.

" Hexpon, N.W. You might point out in the Press that
General Franco evidently realizes the power .of land
ownership to emslave the people. Although all the gold
has gone and most of the buildings” and machinery in
tmportant towns destroyed, he still persists !

. Avckranp, N. Z. I think the True National Dividend,
by W. R. Lester, is a masterpiece as a destruction of the
Douglas fallacy and alse as a short statement of the case
for the socialization of rent. The author is to be congratu-
lated on a further valuable contribution to our literature.
Enclosed is payment for twelve copies to be sent.

PooNa, Inpra. The Servant of India, 29th Oclober, gives
quite a long and favourable review to the True National
Dividend. Price of this informing booklet is 3d.—publica-
tion of the Henry George Foundation of Great Britain.

RamscarTe, FEnclosed are subscriptions to provide for
the sending of Land & Liberty to the public libraries, also
for the Social Centre and for another correspondent I
want to kesp interested. I was looking over your various
publications for enclosing one with my Xmas greetings to
friends, and the most effective seems to be be George’s
Crime of Poverty. Send me two dozen and with them a
library edition of Social Problems to present to-the students’
library connected with our Congregational Church.

Lisrria, West Arrica. Kindly be good enough to send
me your eatalogue of publications on social and econornic
subjects, and lowest figure for certain books named, as
those by Henry George. This correspondent - (who is
obviously answering one of our Henry George Foundation
advertisements) writes also for other matter which bave
had to be referred to one of the big Londen book shops :
All publieations, pamphlets and books-—historical or in
novel forms—relating to the Slave Traffic days on the West
Coast of Afriea, from the 15th eentury onwards, by French,
German, Dutch, Portuguese, American and British authors.

Urper MoxToLair, NuEw JERSEY. Iam asking & favour
of you. Tt is to place the sum (£3) in whatever patt of the
catise you think it should go to. ... T have always
considered England the hope of Europe.  The most stable,

“thie most to-be-trusted Government and people.

‘BUENOS AIRES, AncENTINE. I enclose 3s. Please send
me some pamphlets other than those I already have, as
listed herewith. T have translated into Spanish Natural
Loaw in Social Life by W. R. Lester, and we are going to
publish it. But for this I should like to have authorization
from Mr Lester. By way of introduction, 1 am an Argen-
tinian (eorgeist and I want to assure you, our English
friends, that every day we are making progress In my
country for our ideals.

Poeric ApMiNisTRATION CLEARING HousE, CEICAGO. I
have received a number of papers and pamphlets from the
Tnited Committee and I want to thank you. Some of the
papers which were read at your International Conference
this past summer seemed to me to be of such relevance to
the problem of urbanism that I took the liberty of frans-
mitting them to the research staif of the Commitiee on
Urbanism of the National Resources Committee.
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THE ASSESSMENT OF LAND VALUES

_ By Hon. Lawson Purdy
(Late President of the Department of Taxes and Assessments, New York City)

Thirty years ago there were few, if any, books and
treatises on the subject of the assessment of land.
Since then that lack has been supplied. Thirty-two
years ago the Assessment Roll in the City of New York
was published and has heen published annually ever
since. Twenty-seven years ago Land Value Maps were
published for the City of New York, have been published
anmually since, and similar publications have heen made
in various cities in the United States and in Copenhagen,
Denmark. _

Reports of State Tax Commissions in the United
States contain many references to methods of assess-
ment.  Good books on the sitbject are available.  Much
of this work was done by followers of Henry George or
was stimulated by them,

Lawp Varos Taxarionw

In the United States, Canads, New Zealand, and
Australia land bas been taxed for many years, the tax
being a percentage of the assessed value which is deter-
mined at regular intervals. In many places the assess-
ment is annual, in some at intervals of four years. In
some places methods of administration are very good.
In many places such methods are poor. Experience is
ample. 1 believe that that experience demonstrabes
that assessors should be employed on the basis of their
competence to be ascertained generaliy by competitive
civil service examination, that they should be removable
only for cause, and that they should be employed
continuously throughout the year. The number of
asseasors depends upon the area to be assessed, the
population in the area, the stability or otherwise of
values. Where values change slowly one assessor can
asgess a larger territory with a greater number of parcels
than where values change rapidly.

Ever since Progress and Poverty was published there
hag been miuch discussion as to whether the anmual
value of land is adequate for the necessities of govern-
ment. Some used to contend that it was far more than
sufficient ; others have contended that it is much less
than safficient. Tt really makes no material difference;
‘What we wish to accoraplish by the taxation of land
is the acquisition for the public treasury of so much of
the armual value as may suffice for the needs of govern-
ment or as may be obtained whether it may be sufficient
or not.

Y think it must be clear to almost anyone that if
countries indulge themselves in the luxuries of war and
great public debts, land values will be insufficient to pay
the bill. I am inclined to believe that with no annual
charge for debt and under conditions in which people
teok eare of themselves and did not receive all kinds of
help from the State land values would suffice.  After all,
it seems that the value of land measures all the advantages
of iiving in a country and naturally should be adeguate
for all proper public nceds. Whether that theory is
sound or wmsound is immaterial for our purpose. We
need claim nothing more than that the site value of
land is a publicly produced product and belongs to the
public and should be taken for public use.

The discussion of whether Jand vahes suffice for public
neads is not confined to persons who are not followers of
Henry George. Single Taxers hold diverse views and
Y think many of these views are based on inadequate
information and a failure to realize the extent to which
the apparent selling vahie of land is in many places far

in excess of the economic value. In the United States
I know we have millions and millions of acres of land
held at a price for which a few acres may sell. That
represents a searcity value and produces an appearance
of value that is 2 mirags. In a rural section ten acres
may be sold for one hundred dollars an acre. In fact
it gemerally is not true that the five thousand acres are
all worth one hundred dollars an acre. Each owner is
encouraged to think that his acres are worth one hundred
dollars because of the single sale. This is true of rural
land ; it is equally true of the land that surrcunds citics,
large and small.  There is no conspiracy to hold land out
of use. Owners of vasant land and idle acves would be
glad to sell them for a price. That price is usually
based on what some parcsl has been scld for. 1f an
attemipt 1s made to buy a large ares of land or acres the
price rises ag soon as the demand is known.,

We are accustomed to base our caleulations on the
assessed value of land under existing condifions under
which it iz the exception for the tax rate to exceed
two per eent of the actual selling value. That tax rate
is large enough to do a great deal of good, but not large
enough to squeeze out the  fictitious value I have
attempted to describe.

To what degree, in any town, city, or state the apparent
market value exceeds the true economie value, no one
knows or can know until we try. We should not
base high bhopes of large revenue on fictitious values.

Foew people realize the extent to which a tax on land
redoces its sclling value. If the capitalization rate is
five per cent, a tax of one per cent would take one-sixth
of the annual value and reduce the capital value by that
much. If the annnal tax rate should be five per cent”
the value would {fall to one-half what it was before, and
the tax would consume one-half the annual rent and
reduce the selling value by one-half. These examples
are given on the basis of economic value, not of the
scarcity value we have now. We should have these
facts in mind, and not indulge in the expectation of |
excessive revenue from an increasing tax rate on land
valzes.  Qur tax base will sheink as the tax rate inoreases.

What 1 have said is based upon other conditions
remaining the same. Other conditions will not remain
the same. With each increase in the tax on land values
and redaction of the tax on products of labour in the
form of buildings or otherwise, industry will be stimu-
lated, it will feel the lightening of the load and the

easter access to the materials of production. The larger

the production of wealth the greater the value of land.
Many of you know this as well as I, or better. Some
of you may think that this stimulus afforded by the
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relief to industry of taking taxes off the produets of
labour and increasing the tax on land values will result
in a very great increase in the vale of land, sufficient
o offset the reduction in the scarcity value and even the
reduction in the economic value. Whether this result
will follow or not we should have the facts clearly before
us and not base our hopes on dreams which may not
come true. - If they do come {rue, so much the better.
Do not count on them.

TAND ASSESSMENT

Wherever, as in the United States, land is assessed
regularly at frequent intervals and an annmal tax
imposed upon the assessmerit, the machinery of assess.
ment: hag bsen created and is funetioning. Usnally it
can be improved but new machinery doses not have fo be
created,

In countries unaccustomed to the assessment of land
at frequent intervals there is an exaggerated idea of the
difficult of making such an assessment. When It is
proposed many think that the task of making an assess-
ment will take years. One of the reasons for that notion,
I believe to be the theory that an assessment should
determine the value of the interest of each person who
owns some part of the fee. If that task be attempted,

it is very difficult and an assessment would take a long

time. In many places in the United States the assessor
is entirely unconcerned with the ownership of the fee
and how that ownership may be divided, whether
vertically or horizontally.

There is a good deal of land in the United States in
one place or another under ground lease. Usually the
lease provides that the tenant shall pay the tax. The
land is assessed as thongh there were no lease and the
parties are left fo determine who shall pay the tax by
their own private contracts. The State is not concerned
with it. The State is not conecerned with whether a
property is mortgaged .or not mortgaged, with whether
the owners are one or many in number. The property is
dealt with, as we say, +n rem. The land is assessed, the
tax is imposed upon the land. If the tax shall not be
paid, the land is sold by proper procedure and the tax
collected.

Where there is no existing assessment, my recom-
mendation would be that for the first few years a very
small tax should be imposed, say one-quarter of one per
cent for the first two years and an additional quarter of
one per cent every year. Should we ever proceed so
far, I think forty per cent is about the maximum we can
ever reach. If the capitalization rate of that neigh-
bourhood is five per cent, a forty per cent tax tate
would take eight-ninths of the ground remt in theory.

Mars axp Unit VALUES

The machinery of assessment should be set up.
Assessors should be required to use Land Value Maps and
they may find it expedient to invite persons interested
to appear and give their opinion as to unit values. Let
the assessment be made twe years after the effective
date of the Act and a tax be imposed at one-quarter of
one per cent. That is such a small rate that no harm
will be done by such inequalities as are inevitable with a
new assessment. Opportunity should be given for
persons interested to apply for a reduction of the assess-
ment. Knowledge will be gained by the assessors as a
result of such appeals. The following year the assess-
ment should he better and so.each year the assessment
ghould approzch more nearly the actual value of the
property.

In the United States, for urban land probably the most
common unit in use is a depth of 100 feet, and the value
of land is expressed.in terms of the value of a parcel

100 feet deep of suitable size for development. There is
nothing holy about a unit of 100 feet in depth. Assessors
should eonform to the practice of the community. In

‘some places known to me lots are normally 125 feet deep.

TIn one place I know the common unit in use is the square
foot. That is used but it is vnderstood o mean the

- value per square foot for a lot of normal depth, which in

that community, I think, is 100 feet.

There are tables in use in the Urited States giving the
normal value of a lot which is shorter or deeper than the
ordinary lot. Such tables must vary according to the
practice of the community and must vary in different
parts of the same community. Experience indicates
that the variations are not very great. They do not
vary very much above or below a norm, a lot 50 fect in
depth being worth two-thirds as much as a lot 100 feet
in depth. On a business street where small shallow
gtores are in demand the first 25 feet of the lot may be
worth almost half as much as a lot 100 feet deep, whereas
in a residential section in which the demand is for lots
of full depth a short lot is often a damaged parcel and
has less value per square foot than a lot 100 feet deep.

In these matters it is well to be acquainted with the
rules in common use but they must be used as servants
not as masters, and the experienced assessor must be
guided by what is the truth in the particular location.
That he can find out from his own experience and the
experience of others. -

The assessment of corner lots presents a problem which
must be solved in the same way as the problem of short
lots and deep lots. When two streets intersect each
other, being about an equal value, and the demand is for
retail shops, the ordinary sized corner lot may bhe worth
twice as much as an inside lot, In cerfain Tavoured

" locations it may be worth even three times as much.

On the other hand, in & residential area the value of a
corner may be very little in excoss of the value of an ingide
lot. These are problems to be solved by intelligence
and experience,

In general, T believe that an assessing department
should be so administered that the actual work of
assessment should be performed so far as possible by men
thoroughly familiar with the locality in which they work.
An administrative unit might be an area of considerable
size containing various sized towns, cities, and rural

Speaker’s Note-book

The series that has been running under this head in
our columns during tecent months and the *“ land
instances ” that ate on record over the past few years
provide the ounce of fact which it is said is worth a
ton of argument. With a view to effective use of

. this persuasive material, a special file has been made
_of the cases arranged geographically and the aim is to
have one or more for cvety constituency in the
country. ‘This has been done at the instance of Mr
R. R. Stokes, and when election candidates get these

- aids and abets for their speeches they will have occa-
sion to be grateful to him. Just what form the
_“Notes ” should take—whether on catds, on loose
sheets, or in a printed brochure (suitable for the
pocket), embodying the lot, is under consideration.
We will be grateful to readers for any suggestions,

. and also for typical examples of the operation of the
land monopoly in their own localities, which can be
 added to make this publication still more complete.
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districts, Under these circumstances so far as practic-
able men having local knowledge should be selected. for
duty in each section. :

In English-speaking countries the ordinary unit for
rural property is the acre. Whether it is an acre or.a
hectare is immaterial ; people think in terms of the value
of the unit to which they are accustomed. "

CoNorusron

The sum of the matter is that the assessment of land
for purposes of taxation upon its capital value has been
carried on in various parts of the world for a good many
years. There js plenty of experience to guide an
assessing  department. There are certain  elements
common to all countries and to all times. The adminis-
tration of an assessing department is an art which
differs little from the administration required for any
other function of government. It is above all things a
human problem. It may be met with reasonable
intelligence and diligence and ib can be improved pro-
gressively year by year.

We know that as taxes upon land increase, land will
become more and more available for use. As taxes upon
the products of labour decrease, more and more of the
products of labour will go to the producers, and moreand
more prosperity will bless the land.’ .

[NoTE.—The foregoing Paper was presented to the
Tifth International Conference in typewritten form.
We are now glad to have the opportunity both of
offering it to a wider circle of readers and presenting it
in a more permanent form., :

Mr Lawson Purdy is known all over the world as one
of the foremost authorities upon the practical problems
arising in connection with the valuation of land for
purposes of taxation, and it was during his tenure of
office as President of the Department of Taxation
Assessment of New York City that the method of
assessment there was placed upon a systematic and
scientific basis enabling the valuation to be made with
precision and the taxpayer to be satisfied that it had been
80 made. _ .

In the present paper Mr Purdy deals with a number of
questions which will, wherever land value taxation has
reached a certain point of development, become of greater
and greater importance, He draws attention to the
effect of a tax on land values in reducing the selling value
of land (approximately by the capitalized amount of the
tax). The result of this is that wherever the selling
value of land is made the basis of agsessment the assess.
able value will steadily diminish, other things being
equal, as the amount taken in taxation increases. If
half the economic rent is taken in taxation the selling
price will have fallen to a half of the untaxed value ; if
three-quarters is taken in taxation the selling price will ,
fall to one-quarter of the untaxed valne and so on. R

One result of this is that the rate of taxation has to e
increased rapidly because the basis to which it is applied
is being reduced. It is therefore conceivable that a
point might be reached as Mr Purdy suggests at which
the rate of taxation might be perhaps a8 much as forty
per cent of the selling value.

The diffienlty of explaining the real meaning of this to-
people who do not thoroughly understand the economic
theory of rent and the relationship of selling value to
economic rent is very great. It is therefore 4 matter
for serious consideration whether the adoption of selling
value as the basis for land value taxation does not create
an obstacle to the ultimate progress of the reform and
whether it is not desirable that the economic rent of land
should be taken as the basis of taxation. The practicil
difficulty of this in countries where selling value is the

. bagis of existing taxation is no doubt considerable.

Thousing schemes, allotments and land prices.

Another point raised by Mr Purdy is that the assess-
ment of Iand should be 7n rem and that po attempt
should be made to ascertain the value of the interests

“which individaals may have in any particular piece of

land. Tt will be clear that it is only when each site is
valued as a whole that it is possible to make a valid
comparison. between one site and another, and as
relative fairness is one of the essential items in a just
valuation the necessity of ascertaining the value of each
site as a whole is sclf evident.

it would appear, howover, that Mr Pardy infers that
the callection of the tax should be made in the same
fashion and that no regard should be paid to the inferests
which individuals may have in the same plot of land,
and that whoever happens o be registered as the owner
should be obliged to pay the whole of the tax without
contribution by any other persons interested in the
Iand.

It may be that such a procedure would do safficiently
exact justice in the circumstances of land tenure prevail-
ing in the United States, but in countries such as Great
Britain, where it is usual for land to be let for very long
terms of years or in some cases in perpetuity, much
injustice would be done if either the lessor or the lessee
was obliged to bear the whole burden of the tax. It is
suggested that in such cases substantial justice would be
attained if the lesses on paying the tax was empowered
by law to deduct from the rent which he pays to his
lessor, a proportion of the tax equal to the ratio which
that rent beats to the annual land value or economic
rent of the site. This would require no valuation of
individual interests in each site nor conflict with the
general principle that the value of each site should be
ascertained as a whole.—Eprror, Lund & Liberty.]

The Brisiol Kvening Post, 9th December, reported the

proceedings of the Bristol * Parliament ” where with a

“ Labour Government in office ” a Bill for the Taxation
of Land Values was under debate on a motion declaring
that ; ¢ This House is of the opinion that the rating
system is inequitable in its incidence, that site value is
a subject peculiarly suited for local taxation by reason
of its arising from community influences including loeal
expenditure, and that it is accordingly desirable that
the present burden of local expenditure should be
transferred either wholly or in part from rates to site
value.” The motion was carried by a majority of four.
The subject, the report stated, proved an exceedingly
interesting one in view of the developments in rebuilding
so much of the centre of Bristol and the extensions of
building activity on the outskirts, and the dcbate
proved particularly fierce. The Bill provided for a tax
of 3d. in the £ of the capital value of all land, including
agricultural, the revenue from it to be used wholly for
reducing taxes on trade and industry.
_ * * ®

Tt will clarify any man’s nnderstanding of justice and
injustice in our national life to read Progress and Poverty,
written as it was by an earnest and sincere Christian,
who devoted his whole life to advancing the cause of
social justice which shome in his soul as a heavenly
vision.—bDr Panl W. Harrison, of Museat, on the
“ Ohrigtian in Present Day Society ” in the Caloin
Forum, May, 1936

* * ®

A New Yorg Jovenan or Namonan Rerure.  Thank-
ing for the Germen manuscript of & paper on the Land
Policy of the City of Hamburg with many particulars of
Translated
for rescarch work in connection with municipal administra-
tion and copy of translation sent to Land & Liberty.
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DISTRESS IN THE HIGHLANDS

(Debate in the House of Commons, 16th December, led
by Mr R. Gibson, K.O., the victor at the recent by-election in
Glreenock, where the seat was won from the Government by the
Labour Party.)

Mr R. GIBSON, k.¢. (Labour}), on & motion calling for
Government action to arrest depopulation and poverty in
the Highlands, said: Historically, the causes of the
distress go back to the Civil War of 1745. At the end of
that war s new system of land tenure was put into foree in
the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. The cultivators of
the land found that the land had been handed over to the
chiefs as their absolute property. The chiefs no longer had
duties of a patriarchal type in relation to those who oceu-
pied the land, and they were. thus able to deal with the
land as their own private property. Towards the end of
the eighteenth century there took place what are generally
Tecognized as inhuman clearances from the holdings in
the Highlands

Tmpoverished land and depleted fisheries are now unable
to provids in the Highlands and Islands a livelihood for the
population who are inexorably shut out from large tracts
of ecountry that are dedicated to the deer. Tet me take the
seven crofting counties in Scotland—Argyll, Inverness,
Ross and Cromarty, Sutherland, Caithness, ‘Orkney, and
Shetland, the last two being taken as separate counties.
In the seven counties the aggregate population for 1831 was
360,367.; for 1911 it was 341,535 ; and for 1931 it was
293,139. The fall for the first 20 years was 18,832, and for
the second 20 years 48,398. These figures, taken for suc-
cessive periods of 20 years, show how rapid the depopulation
of the crofiing counties has become.

Three successive Commissions have deplored the depreda-
tion of deer in the Highlands and the desolation ensuing
from the encouragement of deer and deér forests. Already
in 1884 nearly 2,000,000 acres had been devoted to deer,
and Lord Napier of Eftrick’s Commission in that year
reported : '

“ No-ons could contemplate the conversion of the whole
extent of good pasture land, and of possible arable land,
at a moderate elevation in the Highlands, into forests,
without alarm and reprobation, and it is scarcely neces-
sary to say that any serious movement towards such an
issue would be arrested by the force of public opinion,
attended by an smount of irritation much to be depre-
cated.”

The report went on to suggest legislative action, but, in
gpite of it, nothing has ever been done. The Royal Com-
mission of 1892 ealled for a check to the spread of deer
forests and scheduled, in the crofting counties alone, no
less than 1,782,785 acres of land suitable for the extension
of existing holdings and the creation of new cnes and of
modsrate-sized farms. Lastly, the Departmental Com-
mittee on Deer Fovests appointed in 1919 declared that

* the withdrawal of so large an area from pastoral uses

was, from a national point of view, much to be regretted.”
Deer roam over a very large fraction of Scotland. I
put it at no less than one-third of the country. In a hard
winter, a few years ago, deer were knocked down in the
public streets on the north side of Glasgow. From there
to the Pentland Firth and from the West Coast to the
German Ocean the deer attack the crops of the farmer and
the erofter. The islands of the west are afflicted with the
same pest. The owner of the deer forest is under no
obligation t0 restrict the deer by fences, and farmers,
large and small, are not permitted to shoot the deer, al-
though it is no respecter of private property. It is an
appalling fact that the Fovestry Commission have to pay
from 3s. 6d. to bz, per yard for fencing to protect young
trees from the deer. This is an impossible burden for any
farmer, far less for a erofter.  The landlord has no intention
of ending the plague of deer. :

The amount of land available for agricultural purposes
is restricted by sertain operations of the Forestry Cornrnis-
sion. In gheep farming the sheep go on to the hill ground
for summer grazing and are brought down to the low lying
ground for wintering.  Roughly, the sheep on three acres
of the summer hill pasture require one acre of low lying

winter pasture, but in many parts the Forestry Commission
tale over a large tract of hill and valley and plant the
valley with trees. This at once pués out of commission a
large portion of hill pasture for the sheep. An example
was given in evidence a few weeks ago, before the Heonomis
Council sitting at Oban, of some 45,000 sheep being cleared
off & corner of north Argyllshire within recent years owing
to the operations of the Forestry Cornmission.

The land in the Highlands is impoverished in many
instances by bracken. If the land is being properly tilled
the bracken will be kept down, but in the deer forests it
is allowed to grow. On smallholdings bracken does not
become a pest or a scourge, because the ordinary agri-
cultural processes keep it down.

Again, rabbits are a plague—that is quite eorumon,
even on golf courses. In the islands of Scotland in-breeding

‘among the rabbits renders them tubercular, so that they

are not even suitable as food. Further, while a landholder
himself has the right to shoot rabbits, yet, if land is held in
ecommon, all the holders are not entitled to shoot the
rabbits. They may appoint one of their number to shoob
the rabbits, or they may appoint some third party, and in
that way the rabbits may quite easily get out of hand.

~ There are thousands of men in the Highlands and Islands
and many more in the towns and villages of the Lowlands

‘of Scotland, who want holdings. Their number is far

larger than the number of outstanding applications for new
holdings and enlargements stated by the Secretary of State
for Scotland on the 8th December, 1936, when he gave the
figurcs as 2,911 and 2,975 respectively. Applications
have been put in for holdings and for enlargements since
1911, and applicants are “ postearded ” at long infervals
asking them whether they still want holdings or enlarge-
ments. As only something like 86 new holdings and four
enlargements were provided last year it is obvious that
there is small chance of applications for either being
guecessful. : )

In the Islands and along the coast of Scotland piers are
privately owned ; they fall into disrepsir and not a few
have gone out of eommission. The same applies to har-
bours. The consequent distress on the seaboard of Seotland
and on the Islands whére these piers and harbours have
become derelict is obvious.

In the Highlands and Islands the tourist traffic is
amazingly small in dimensions. It prospers in Tona and
Gigha, in Islay and in Arran. In Skye there are notices
warning off visitors, and you find the same thing obtaining
in Sutherlandshire. In the Island of Rhum, which is
28,000 acres in extent, one finds only five families there,
They are the caretakers for sporting interests. Formerly
10,000 sheep were supported on that island ; to-day there
are no sheep, the whole place is devoted to deer. The
landlord in Skye and in Sutherlandshire warns off the
visitors, The landlord is unlike the deer, he firmly believes
in the sanctity of private property.

Let me take a practical example from the Island of
Tiree, that magnifieent island to the West of Iona, which
might be called the granary of the Hebrides. A pier was
erected thers at the public expense, to the tune of £13,000.
The rentals of five farms were straightway increased by
something like 25 per cent. Srnallholdings were constituted
on one of the farms and the rents of the others were again
increased. The last farm had s rent of £700; it was
increaged to £1,000. That is typical of the way in which
the expenditure of public meney on land goes at the present
time to help and to enrich the landlord. .

In Scotland, we have been celebrating the centenary

. of a distinguished Scottish statesman, Sir Henry Campbell-
_Bannerman. He was a man of principle, and on this topie

his principle was : *° We should make the land of Scotland
a treagsure house for the people instead of a pleasure ground
for the rich.”

Mr MALCOLM MacMILLAN (Labour-—Inverness,

Western Islands): There are holdings needed in the
Western Isles. There are about 1,000 squatters in Lewis

.alone waiting for holdings, and thousands of others in the

Highlands waiting for holdings on laad thab i3 occupicd

by deer. The very neecessitics of life are denied to the

people who are living in houses for which they are paying
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far too high rates of interest and have other liabilitics.
With the ex¢eption of a couple of towns there is no com-
munal sanitary system at all for 40,000 people in Lewis
and Harris. Tt would be & disgraveful, unthinkable thing
in. any other part-of the British Tsies,
gonerally in the Western Isles. Outside Stornowsy and
Tarbert and the few smaller towns in the Hebrides there is
no such thing as a communal water supply, I wish to
quote a letter which I have received from North Uist :

 Our domestic supply is obtained from shallow surface
wells. These in many cases are moercly dip hole wells
‘and are unprotectod by either wall or fenee, so that it is
imposgible to keep such wells free from the contamination
of animals or from refuse thrown about by the wind.
In winter during heavy raing the water fails into them
cafrying impurities of all sorts, and the surrounding

roil being of a soft nature soon turns inte mud with the’

27

tramping of people and cattle, |,

These people have been patient ap to the present, bub
they are getting vory impatient now, and T am snecouraging
them,  There was once a famous rising in connection. with
the Land League, and the Government, unless something
is done, may havo to tackle another such rising again.

Sir MURDOCH MacDONALD (Liberal Nationalist—
Inverness) :  The question of deer forests haz avisen in
my lifetime. When T was a child the whole of the deer
forest area of the Central Highlands of Seotland was let
to a well-known sporteman of those bygone days for £50
a year. Omne small portion of the vast arca that he rented
was let in recent years for £4,000 a year. Doer shootings
were lot long before 1 was born, but as a geneval statement it

is accurate to say that during my lifetime the great increase _

in deer forosts has taken place.

My THOMAS JOHNSTON {Labour—=8tirking and Clack-
mannan): b is upon record in the last annual report of
the Depariment of Agriculture that : :

“ Damage by red deer has been a serious problem for
many years in Seotland, and proposals for legislative
protection for smallholders and farmers from damage
by deer have boen made by departmental eommittecs
ag far back as 1921, but owing to the difficulty of
reconciling conflicting interests ' —

that is a polite way of saying that landlordism is very
stromg— '

* no progress has been made.”

There are uses other than ploughing up the land to which
deer forest land can be put. Some of it can be used for an
extension of grazing and some for cultivation. Thers ig
the case of Lusskintyre. A previous Government eould
see nothing for the men of Lusskintyre but that they should
be kept pormanently in Inverness gaol. They were in and
out of gaol, T do not know how many times. Another
Government came in and accuired a deer forest at Luss-
kintyre compulsorily, seized it, took the men out of Inver-
ness gaol and put them back with the right to eultivate
farms at Lusskintyre. And they are there yet. The
last time I was in the Isle of Skye, going down the

hill towards Sligachan, I saw, copied and photographed.,

a notice stuck in & tree in the following words:

“ Warning to trespassers and visitors. The soft-nosed
bullet carrics far and inflicts a nasty wound. Visitors are
warned to keep away.” _ : _
It is common kaowlodgo that lands have been closed,
that roads have been closed, and that everything possible
has been done to twm vagt fracts of the Highlands of
Scotland inte a wilderness, a sportsman’s paradise.

There are villages In the Isdand of Lewis 1 can name

which do not receive a penny of income unless it bo from'

publié. assistance. There are villages suffering poverty
such as the distressed mining areas never lknew. The
people are in a condition of fear and hopelessness with the
roads barred to them, the piers rotting, and the harbours
silted up. I hope that we shall take united action, as
representatives of Seotland, even at the eleventh hour of
the lagt day to stop the depopulation and impoverishment
of the northern parts of our country. -

Yet this i3 the state

THE LIVE STOCK BILL

{(Money Resolution imposing Customs tariffs on foreign
smported Beef and Vegl.—House of Commons, 15th December.)

Mr A. MACLAREN (Labour, Burslem and Tunstall),
taking part in the Debate, said : Here a special tax is to
be collected. i is a tax which the poorest of the poor
will have to pay. A good old-fashioned Couservative
opposite tried to advance the argument that the foreigner
pays the tax,  Just before he got up, the hon. Member for
Peterstield (Major Dorman-Smith) read a long list of coms-
lities which the farmers have to use, that are taxzed.
He advanced the argument that because the farmers have
to pay heavy taxes on these imported articles, they are
entitled to receive this appropriation to-night. Wo have
Bron told thas poor agriealture is a timid thing that needs
protection. One hon. Member said that the one section of
the cormunity that wanted protection was agricuiture.
Millions of pounds have been given already by way of
protection,

There are three parties to this indusiry. There iz the
furmoer, there is the agricultural worker and there is another
gentleman whe always gets his tribute from farming,
whethor it is doing well or not, and he is the landlord, the
rent-receiver.  Whether farming is in a good condition or a
bad one, that toll is paid, and I hope at another time, when
it will be more appropriate, to prove by figures and facts
that that is where these millions are going.

Until the rents of the agricultural areas of this eountry
are deflated and prices are brought down to a competitive
level, as they could be if there wore not these toils to be
paid in rent, you are living in a fool’s paradise. This
appropriation to-night is part and parcel of an injection of
a sort of intoxicating drug ; agrieulture must be kept going
by wow and fresh injections of public money.

LIBERAL SPEAKERS

The Liberal Publication Department jssued on 10th
November an addition (Cards 13 to 28) to ilg series of
Speakers’ Notes. On Cards 19 and 20, facts about
monopoly prices for land in London are cited, taken,,
from the official report of the London County Clounecil
on the Rating of Site Values, also the recommendation
of the L.C.C. and the demand for this reform on the part
of 230 British local authorities.  Card 28 says:

“The Rating and Taxation of Land Values would
remove one of the principal causes of the maldistribution
of wealth by impounding those socially created valnes,
which at present go to enrich the landholder, and utilizing
them for the general benafit. It would make land more
easily and cheaply available for smallholdings, allot-
ments, etc. By untaxing improvements and reducing
the burden of rent and taxes, it wonld help the small
tradesman and house-owner. And by providing a new
source of revenue, it would render the reduction or
abolition of indirect taxation possible, thus raising real
incomes and promoting the accumulation of savings.”

We regret to report the death of Alderman W. (%
Wilkins of Derby which took place in November last.
He was a doughty campaigner for the land reform cause.
Land value taxation had his keen interest, but he will
best be remembered, and with lasting gratitude, for his
short histories of England and Ireland, issued in popular
setting and revealing the imsidious growth of land-
lordism. The English booklet renamed and sold as The
Penny History of England had an enormous circulation.

* * *

“* Green Belt © sales (about 45 square miles already)
have poured large sums into the pockets of owners of
propecties suitable for public acquisition with an eye to
the fature.”—From the Annual Market Report of Messrs
John D. Woed & Co., the London frm of real estate

agents,
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HENRY GEORGE SCHOOQIL OF
SOCIAL SCIENCE
Headguarters Office ; 94 Petty France, 8.W.1.
Hon. Secretary : F. C. R. Douglas.

The basic idea of the School originated with the late
Oscar Geiger, of New York, who evolved the ides of o
systematic teaching of the basic principles of politicai
economy through the medium of a Manwal coniai Hng
questions and answers based on Progress and Foveriy as
text-book. The success of this method in the United
States has led to its adoption in other countries.

At the recent International Conference for Land
Value Taxation and Free Trade held in London in
September a valuable paper on the method of teaching
and its results was given by Mr Lancaster Greene, one
of the Trustees of the American Schocl. At the close
of the Conference a mseting of those interested was held,
at which it was decided to form a British School, A
temporary commitiee was appointed consisting of
Messrs H. A. Berens, F. C. R, Douglas, Frank Fox,
Wilfrid Harrison, Teon MecLaren, Williamn ® Reid, and
R. R. Stokes (Chairman) with Miss Frances R. Levy as
Hon. Becretary. This committee undertook to make
arrangements for the formation of classes, and for the
appointment of a permanent Board of Governors for
the School. Tts work was made possible by a grant of
£250 from the English League for the Taxation of L.and
Values and by the supply of Manucls for Teachers free
of charge by the American School. Grateful acknow-
ledgment is also made of various other donations to the
work of the School.

As a result of the enthusiastic. coloperation of the
followers of Henry Ceorge. throughout the couniry
cighteen ¢lasses were formed with a total enrclment of
209 students. The location of the classes and the names
of the tutors are as follows: London (three classes),
Messrs Leon McLaren, H. A, Berens and W, Hildrsth :
Liverpool, Mr ¥. R. Jones; Bootle, Mr J. W. Foley ;
Birkenhead, Mr Curzon Newhouse; Waterloo (Liver.
pool), Mr E. J. McManus ; Codnor, Mr George Musson ;
Belfust, Mr George Green ; Keighley, Mr Howard Binns ;
Manchester, Mr D. J. J. Owen; Streatham (London),
Mr ¥. L. Crilly ; Birmingham, Mr Chapman Wright ;
Halifax, Mr C. H. Smithson; Glasgow (two classes),
Mr William Reid and Mr John Wilson; St. Andrews,
Mr J. T. Haxton; Sheffield, Mr H. (. McGhee, M.p.

Most: of these classes were formed by the middle of
October and were able to complete the course of ten
sessions before Christmas, others formed later are still
continuing. Tt is hoped that in most of these centres
new classes will be started in 1937, and additional classes
are contemplated in various centres.

As a result of arrangements made by the temporary
commitiée & new Board of Governors has heen elected
to hold office until the end of 1937. The names of
Board and the organizations electing them are as
follows: Mr E. J. Brierley (Bristol League), Mr J. L.
Hamilton (Clitheroe Henry George Group), Mr Frank
Fox (English League), Mr F. R. Jones (Liverpool
League), Mr E. M. Ginders (Manchester League), Mr
Chapman Wright (Midland League), Mr W. R. Lester
{Portsmouth League), Mr William Reid (Scottish League)
Mr Andrew MacLaren, m.r. (Tunstall and District
Georgian Society), Mr Wilfrid Harrison (United Com-
mittee), Mr Bustace Davies (Welsh League), Mr Ashley
Mitchell (Yorkshire and Northern League). 'The Board
at its first meeting adopted a simple constitution for the
School and appointed Mr F. (. R. Douglas as Houn.
Hecretary. The office of the School will henceforth be
=t the above address to which all communications shonld
be addressed.

It need hardly be emphasized that the urgent need of
the School is more classes and more teachers. To those
who have not conducted such elasses before it may be
said that they need not have had any practical ex-
perience of teaching. A fair understanding of the
subject matter is the essential requisite. The rest is
made easy by the use of the Teacher’s Manual contain-
ing questions and answers on each scction of Progress
and Poverty. The students are supplied with a set of
the questions (without answers) to be discussed at each
lesson, and the function of the tutor is rather to guide
the students in answering and discussing the questions
than to lecture to them. Would-be tutors should not
therefore be discouraged by the idea that they have to
give & series of formal lectures. The essential part is
that the student studies the text-book and answers
questions in class,

The experience so far gained shows that tutors find
their work interesting and agresable, One writes, for
instance : “ Our fifth session takes place to-morrow
evening and I am pleased o say I have & most efficient
and enthusiastic class who all show a really remarkable
grasp of the principles of Progress and Poverly. They
have very rarely been doubtful in answering the ques-
tions on the sheet. T am very pleased and have gained
myself {from this new interest in- Henry George.”

A new and revised edition of the Teacher's Manual
issued by the American School is expected to be avail-
able at an early date. The Henry George Foundation
of Great Britain is also issuing an Eeonomic Manucl to
be published early this year which may be had by those
who prefer it.

Those who desire more detailed information and
assistance in circularizing prospective students or in
other ways are urged to write to the Secretary, Henry
George School of Social Secience, 94 Petty France,
London, S.W.1. . _ ’

‘ New Classes
In addition to certain of the classes mentioned above

which are continuing into 1937, the following new classes
are announced —- :

Town Tutor First Meeting
Stockport D. J. J. Owen Wedoesday, 6th January
Belfast George Green Royal -Avenue Hotel,

Tuesday, 19th January '
Bootle .- Jos. W. Foley Bedford Chambers, 41h
(two classes) Stanley Road, Bootle.
12th & 13th January
Keighley H. Binns 129 Skipton Road,
Keighley, 14th Jannary
Birmingham Chapman Wright Council School, Little
: Green Lane, Small Heath
(Date to be arranged.)
Manchester ... A. H. Weller 69 Piccadilly, Manchester,
Streatham, F. L. Crilly 26a Mount Nod Road,
London ... Streatham. (Date to be
. arranged.
-Codnor G. Mugson 8th January. Mill Lane
Schools
Liverpool F. R. Jones 20th January, 21, Harring-
ton Strest
Clitheroe J. L. Hamilton .., (Date to be arranged.)
Cardiff C. A. Gardner .., ditto,
Liverpool E. J. McManus ditto.

A central class, out of which it is hoped the students
will become teachers or organizers of classes in their own
home neighbourhood, will be conducted by Mr A. W,
Madsen in the large Conimittee room at 94 Petty France,
Westminster, beginning on 21st January and continning
woekly—that is, every Thursday—from 7 to & p.m.
The address is next door to St James’s Park Under-
ground Station. Lift in operation. As with all the
School’s classes, there is no fee, the ouly expense on
the part of the student is the necessary 1s. for purchase
of Progress and Poverty if he or she does not have jt

! already.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

DENMARK _

Further progress with Land Value Taxation in Denrnark
seems to be promised in the notable declaration made by
the Prime Minister, Mr Stauning, speaking at the Annual
Meeting of the Journalists’ Associasion on 13th December,
Parlinment had just closed its session at which the bank
rate had been increased, & matter that had caused much
heart-burning among the commercial intorests affected.
The Government is & coalition of Social Dersocrats and
Radicals (Mr Dahlgaard, Radieal, is Minister for Home
Affairs) and sineo the elections for the Upper House now
has a majority in both Houses of Parliament, If, therefore,

it means to go on with a development of the land value

policy, the prospects are bright for legislation without
obstruction.

Mr Stauning said : When we had brisk trade, there was .

a great demand for money to make purchases and thatb
brought about an increase in the so-called discount rate.
A% the same time, other interested groups raintained that
what we nesded was a reduction in the rate of interest,
and that claim has its justification. The upposing claims
cannot be reeonciled. We have to find ways and means
that hitherte have not had so much attention. Taxation
is & remedy in the manifold process of distribution, and ib
can be used as a regulator for the raising and lowering
of bank discount rates. We must eertainly give more and
more attention to the ground taxes as they have been
applied in the form of land value taxation. That remedy
ean ‘bring relief for some and a justifiably increased burden
for others ; and after our experience trving to adjust rates
of interest, we must keep in mind the application of the
land value tax system. Ib is not a panacea that would
make all else superfluous ; nor is it a means for securing
ingtantaneous justice, because we have always to remernber
that we live under the private capitalistie system, There-
fore all we can do in the meantiime is to gob as near to justice
as possible. .

The speech is an earnest of & determined poliey ** toward
justiee.” If other European Prime Ministers were talking

Not here nesd we stop to discuss with, Mr Stauning his
observations on the * private capitalistic system.” Let us
rightly define our terms and we will find that the basic
cause of poverty and unemployment is land monopoly and
taxation oppressing trade and production. Denmark can
give a practical demonstration that this point of view is

not mistaken.
SPAIN
The Land System to Blame

A correspondent, Mr H. M. Conacher of London, wrote
to the Manchester Guardian of sth December, giving in-
formation taken from the book The Agrarian Problem in
Spain, written in 1915 by Visconde de Eza, a member of
the Cortes. Mr Comacher’s letter is long for our space
so that we can only give the following particulars taken
from the Senor de Eza’s survey of the Spanish provinces.
They are striking enough :

The great curse of Spain was that landowners had far
more land than they had the capital to develop. Hence
great areas of the © latifundios ™ lay in bare, unimproved
pasture, .

The provinees of Estremadira, Badajoz and Caceres
were among the worst in this respect. Thus, apart from
hopeless land, Badajoz had 28 per cent. cultivated and 63
per cent. uncultivated. For Caceres the figures wers 24
per cent. and 69 per cent.  In each case half of the nnenit-
vated land might be euliivated and yet the livestock
industry not suffer.

OF Caceres he says : ** This is the typical region of great
ranches, belonging to individuals who live away from them
and concern themsclves only with getting their returns.
Tt is & stock-raising district with an excellent climate and
good soil ; * artificial * meadows are unknown ; land which
might yield 1,100 pesctas the hectare only returns 11.”

i Mayor Russel Wilson.

In Teledo and Ciudad Real things were not so bad, but
great improvements might be made. What was wanted
was to bring labour on to the land.

Tn Albacste nearly 800,000 heetares (a hectare= 2} acres)
were uncultivated 3 half of this might be made into rational
agricultural holdings.

Of Cordova he writes : * Population oeeupying a huge,
rich, and fertile territory perish miserably, not being able
to exploit the wealth that surrounds them.”

Sevills, of course, was something of a scandal, hecause
great tracts of level country were used for grazing blood

‘stoek (bulls for the arena), as well as other cattle and horses.

These lands, especially those by the river, eould support
thousands of famities.

Of Jaen he writes: 7T believe that the unexploited
wealth of the provinco is enormous. Great areas could be
used for vines and olives, field crops, and forage crops.
Enormous estates await the labour of man to yield harvests
that nobody asks of them. Under this primitive husbandry
the peasants can merely get work at a series of seasonal
operations, paid at low rates of 'wages, and they often
have to seek work far from their villages.”

And Mr Conacher himself says

“ Anyone who has gone cast from Granada snd got on
to the line going north from Almeria must have wondered
into what strange and ghostly region he has plunged as he
looks out from the train on to the leagues and leagues of
desolate landscape, hardly a house or a tree in sight, as he
descends the almost endless slope down to the upper
Guadalquivir. That is the province of Jaen.

“The basic law of agricultural reform enacted provi-
sionally by the new Government in September, 1932,
singled out Andalusia, the provinces of Ciudad Real,
Toledo, and Albacete in New Castile, the south-west frontier
region of Estremadura, all south of Madrid, and even
Salamanca in the north-west as the regions to which the
law should apply at onece, as regards pessant settlements.
Unfortunately, a year later a new Cortes was elected of a
* Right * and ‘ Centre’ complexion, and the application

in the same terms, the peoples might lift up their hearts. of the law was held up.

And now Spain is riven by ecivil war!

UNITED STATES

The Cincinnati Congress
Dy Mark Milliken, in a letter with his impressions of the

| Eleventh Annual Henry George Congress held in Cineinnati,

Ohio, 12th to 14th November, writes :

The mesting was opened by an address of welcome by
While he did not declare himself
unequivocally for the single tax, he advocated its partial
application. This is encouraging. Except for the realtors,
our modern sophists, who tell the little home-owners that
taxes should be taken off of real estate, and at the sare
time deceive them by ignoring the duality in a building
and lot, there are thousands who think as Mayor Wilson,

More than a century sgo, when Cincinnati had a popula-
tion of perhaps 20,000, a tract of land embracing about
16 blocks fell into the hands of Josiah Warren, known as
Ameriea’s first anarchist. He pondered over the poten-
tialities of such holdings, and, visualizing the unearned
richos that would come to him, decided that it would be
unethical to retain thiz property. He therefore woent to
the man from whom he had obtained it and gave it back.
The Notherland Plaza Hotel, in whiekh this Congress was
held, bordered this tract of land.  The site was previously
occupied by a building known ag the *“ Nasty Corner.”
Tts owners held it 23 years and then sold it to be torn down
to malke place for this hotel, now one of the most magnificent
hostelries in the United States. They made a profit on
their sale of §100 per day for 23 years, or $839,500.

During the week of our meeting there was presented ab
the Cox Theatre that romarkable play, * Tobacco Road.”
It is a most terrible areaignment of our land policy,
espeeially in the South. The Administration’s meddle-
someness in * ploughing under * and curtailing crops, acts
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of almost incredible stupidity when faced by the fact that
half the world is hungry, have put the southern share-
croppers in a deplorable position. .

Much of the discussion at this Convention was on the
subject of the Henry George schools over the land. They
are the analogue of the little red- school-houses ones so
common in pioneer days. From such humble ingtitufions
of learning went many ambitious boys and girls to our
numcrous colleges. It is my hope that the followers of
Henry CGeorge may yet form a college in which every mem-
ber of the faculty is by avoeation a single taxer., One of
our ilk can easily imagine what profound social teachings
would emanate from such & place where the land question
was known and shown to be the basis of culture.

Looking over the assembly one was aware of quite a
number of single tax pioneers, that is, men who had known
and heard Henry George. Like the apostles of old, they
went forth giving, lending and talking Progress and Poverty.
In those days, with fewer infellectual and social distrac-
tions, their teachings were not crowded out. Peoplo read
Bellamy and Henry George. "They also read Herbort
Spencer and articles on evolution and evangelical religion.
It was an era of intense, though not distracted, intelloctual
activity, To-day the youngsters, as did their elders, react
to their environment. -Because they discuss P.R., social-
ization of natural monopolies, unemployment, pensions,
doles, seeurity acts, minimum wages and governmental
alphabetic trios and quartettes, is no sign of their mental
inferiority. This fact leads me to believe that in the
futurs single taxers will not be the products of individual
preceptors, but rather the produects of faculties wherein
are ciscussed and studied all these socidal questions.

Joseph, Dana Miller, Editor of Land and Freedom, was
the author of two resolutions, one on the death of Charles
{r’Connor Hennessy, and the other on our appreciation of
the groat propaganda work for the single tax by Mayor
Wm. N. McNair of Pittsburgh. - We were told by a Pilts-
burgh member that no city in the United States was so
tax-conscious as Pittsburgh ; and he attributed this to the
constant aectivities of teacher McNair,

Prof Harry Gunnison Brown spoke over the radio, though
not the most important one broadeasting from. Cincinnati.

Still, some must have heard him and have had their -

curiosity stimulated. .

British attendants of the Edinburgh Congress in 1929
will, of course, remember Herbert S. Bigelow who preached
in a people’s church in your Scottish metropolis. Mr
Bigelow is ai present a member of the Cincinnati Council,
into which body he was floated on the wave of s P.R,
election. At present he is a member-elect of the United
States Congress and will resign from Council and take his
seab in Washington st Januvary, 1937. Personally, I am
S0ITY t0 see him enter that maelstrom. He is too much of
a politico-economic heavyweight to be wafted away on the
gales and typhoons of Washington politics.

Of course, I never feel that any congress such as this is
complete without some sort of manifesto. What is sub-
witted is whab was left after a comittee ploughed under
soime of my verbiage. The only virtue of this document
is that it concerns present-day problems of a meddling
and muddled Government.

RESOLUTIONS

1. We Delieve in democracy in contradistinction to
commumism, fascism and dictatorship under any form of
government.

2. We beligve in capitalism under conditions of freedonn.
We are opposed to all forms of private monopaely.

3. We believe that unemployment will cease when men
have access to land suitable for use,

4. Wo believe that the untaxing of buildings, and an
inereased tax on wrban linds wonld cure the shum. evil.

5. Woe belicve in voluntary co-operation by people
living under conditions of individual freedom.

6. We believe that the sales tax is a most pernicious
Yorm of taxation because it falls espeeially on the poor.

7. We believe that business men should favour the single
iax because it would increase the purchasing power of their
customers ; that tenant farmers should favour it because

agricultural laridowners will then not hold more land than
they can use profitably and thus tenant farmers will be
able to obtain land at a low price ; that all artizans should
sndorse 1t because it will malke jobs and increase wages.

Charles ’Connor Hennessy

A meeting in memory of Charles O'Connor Hennessy
wag held at the Henry George School, 211 West 796h Streot,
New York, on 11th December. Thers was a reprosentative
gathering. Mrs Anna George de Mille presided and among
the letters and telegrams she read were messages from the
United Committee and the International Union and from
Mr Bue Bjtrner, the President of the Union. Addresses of
respect and gratitude to Mr Hennessy for his life-long ‘work
wore given by Mr Philip Cornick, Viee-President of the
Robert Sehalkenbach Foundation ; Mr R. B. Maclatyre,
a director of the Franklin Society ; Mr F. P. Lenbuseher and
the Hon Lawson Purdy, who both recalled incidents in
stirring campaigns they and Mr Hennessy had taken part
in over a long series of years. . .

WNo more faithful tribute has been paid to the character
of Mr Hennessy than that in the Herald News (Passaic,
N.J.}, which with a life-sketch said : “ He was every inch
a man—solid, sineere, earnest, powerful and sweet. As a
friond he was steadfast and true. As a companion he was
superb. His aequaintance with the best in literature was
intimate, and his native Irish wit was a boundless delight.”

CANADA

At the first meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Canadian Single Tax Association (Foronto) held since news
of the death of Hon. Mr Hennessy reached us, beld on 27th
November, the following resolution was recorded on the
Minates : ) :

*That the Single Tax Association of Canada are at.one
with' the Georgeists of the world in deeply regretting the
death of Charles O’Connor Hennessy, one of that admirable
group who aided Henry George during his lifetime and con-

tinued afterwards in proclaiming the principles of economie -

justieé to mankind.

* Thait this Association cherish the hope that the achieve-
ments of this distinguished man may be an example
incifing many others, according to their ability, to aid in
thi great work of delivering mankind from servitude to
liberty, and from privation to abundance.”.

" FRANCE AND BELGIUM

A valuable summary of the history of the land reform
movement in France and Belgium (La Reforme Fonciére en
I'rance ei en Belgique) is published by Terre et Liberté,
13, avenue de la Criolla, Suresnes (Seine), at the price of
1 franc. It is written by Messrs. A. Daudé-Bancel and
Sam. Meyer-and appeared originally in Le Grande Revue,
September, 1936. An account is given of Baron Colins
and his followers, and of Léon Walras, Professor of Political
Economy at Lausanne University, both of whom saw the
importance of the land question. Another was Professor
Charles Gide, who was struck off the list of econtributors
to.:the Journdl des Economistes for expressing some very
mild views on land reform, and who founded the Revue
d’Beonomie politigue as s vehicle for less conservative
cpinions. ) _

‘Then. we ecome to Henry George and those who accepted
his proposals of whom the most distinguished were Albert

Meximilien Toubesu, who had independently evolved a’

loss perfect plan of taxabion based on ares of land, and in
mpre recent years the late Georges Darien, and now the
authors of this pamphlet, the present leaders of the move-
ment in France and Belgium.

We warmly commend this interesting pamphlet.

Toroxto, OnTario. Herewith subseription for your
wonderful paper, which I consider to be one of the best of
its type published in the world. You are fighting, in a
death struggle, the battle of Privilege ». Democracy, and
it is indeed a hard and desperate struggle.

it
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF LAND
VALUES, LTD., 94 Petty France, London, S.W.1. A. W.
Madsen, Secretary 3 F. . R. Douglasg, Assistant Secretary ;
W. B. Lester and €. E, Crompton, Hon. Treasurers. (Tele-
phone : Whitehall 6008.  Telegrams : " Tnlav, Sowest,
London.”™)

Elsewhers, announcement is made of the Fconomic Class being
held in the Committes’s rooms under auspices of the Henry
George -School and conducted by Mr Madsen. I3 staris (7 pom.)
on Thursday, 2ist January, and will continue weekly thereafter
till the beginning of April. Readers in London and suburbs
are asked to help, if they can, in enlisting students. Names
and addresses of any of their friends te whom invitation may
be sent will be welcome.

The Publications Sub-Commiitee of ithe U.C., which has
the spectal duty of supervising the publications ofthe Henry
George Foundation, at a meeting on 20th December, dealt
with a large programme of new or reprinted literature. TFhis
incinded :

New edition of Progress and Poverly, the previous edition of
13,000 made in 1932 being near exhaustion, The new edition
from the same type as before wilt have a larger format to make it
uniform with Social Problems and the other H.G. books of the
Foundation. Thus the margios will be enlarged and the boeok
will have an improved appearance. The price will still be 1s.
per copy, bound in the familiar red cloth.

New edition of A4 Perplexed Philosopher, by Henry George,
not previousty published by the Foundation and now the mast
important addition to its * bookshelf.”” The book will- be
provided with an index (whick none of the pre-existing editions
had}, and bound in red cloth, will be on sale at 2s.

The new Feonomic Manual for the study of Frogress and
Poverfy. Author of the Manual is Mr Dorglas. In this pro-
duction we have had the advantage of consultation with more
than 50 co-workers who have gone through the manuscript and
made many valuable suggestions. The Manual wili be on sale
at 1s. the copy.

New edition, in handy pamphlet form (sale price 3d.), of 4
Greai Iniguity, by 1.eo Tolstoy.

Pamphlet entitled Whai is Land Value Taxation ? by W. R.
Lester, being his leading article in last month’s Land & Liberty—
for sale at one penny, or in quantities at 6d. per dozen.

Provigion of 200 bound copies (from sheets supplied from New
York) of the * Anna George de Mille * abridgment of Progress
and Poverty. This hook to be on sale at 1s. per copy. E

New supply of the illustrated postcard of the three typical
sites—one well used, one with derelict buildings, and one vacant
—with the statement by the late Sir Edgar Harper on the Rating
of Land Values. To be on sale at 6d. per dozen or 3s. per 100.

Two pamphlets have been reprinted and are now available at
1d. per copy—Sixth edition of Cities Held fo Ramsom and
Fifth Impression of The New Political Fconomy (Sub-title
** The Cause of Poverty and the Remedy "), by John B, Sharpe.
‘The latter is one of the most concise and yet completely informing
explanations in all our literature of the principls and policy
of Land Value Taxation. Nothing better, for a short reading,
could be given to the earnest enguiver.

A special campaign of advertising on the part of the Hemry
George Foundation is contemplated during the first two months
of the New Year. In another column will be found reproduction
of the advertisement appearing in The Listener of 23rd December,
the weekly literary journal of the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration, which has a circulation of Getween 50,000 and 60,000,

ENCLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
First Floor, 94 Peity France, Westmingter, London, 5.W.1.
(Phone : Whitehall 3831.)

In addition to the meetings announced in last month’s issue,
Mr H. . Chancellor addressed the Men’s Society of Harrow
Baptist Church on “ Land and Liberty ” (8th December).
Meetings arranged for the near future are :—

14th Jan—Worcester Park Men’s Co-operative Guild, Tudor
Café, Cheam Common Road : A, C. Blackburn,
“ Economic Causes of War,” 8 p.m.

19th Liberal Women's Fellowship, 12 Woodhouse Parade,
North Finchley : Fredk. Verinder, 8 pm.

2ist  ,, Enfeld Highway Women’s Co-operative Guild, The
Isaac Walton Hall, Enfield Highway: A. C.
Blackburn, *' The Housing Question,”” 3 p.m,

28th ,, Lorrimore Women's Co-operative Guild, Lorrimore

Small Hall, Lorrimore Street, Walworth: A, C.
Blackburn, ** The 1.C.C. Election and the Rating
Question,”” 2.30 p.m.

Chiswick Chamber of Commesce, Council Chamber,
Town Hall: H. G. Chancellor, “ Rates and
Dusiness,” 8 p.m. : .

Dulwich Liberal and Radical Council, Hume House,
136 Lordship lLaue: A. C. Blackburn, 9 p.m.
Women's Co-operative Guild, British Legion Hall,

Coltiers Row Lane, Romford: A. C. Blackburn,

* FTaxation of Land Values,” 3 p.m.

The General Secretary’s paraphlet, The Crying Injustice of ouyr
Rating System ; and the Remedy, is now very nearly out of print.
In view of the approaching Municipal Elections in Yondon—
for the L.C.C. in March and the Borough Councils in November
—the Executive propose to reprint it., Tt should be widely
circulated during these elections.

The Executive, at its December meeting, learnt with deep
regret of the death of Mr E. 5. Weymonth, m.4., for many years
a member of the Leagne and an active and faithful follower of
Henry George. Mr Weymounth swas showing his keen interest
in the movement aimest to the day {Znd December) on which
he died, after an operation.

Subscriptions andfor donations towards the work of the
League during the coming election of the London Couaty Conncil
will be gratefully received.

SCOTTISH LEAGUE : William Reid, Secretary, 9 Woodside
Cregeent, Glasgow, CG.3. ("Phone ; Douglas 5599.)

Aanong the activities during the festive season we note letters
by Mr A. J. Mace, Mr Alexander Campbell, Irvine, Mr J. Cald-
well, West Kilbride, and Captain A. R, McDongal. There are
other letters but the authorship is difficult to trace. Mr Mace
writes in the Glasgow Fvening News and in the Clydebank
Press, Mr. Campbell in the Glasgow Hevald, Mr J. Caldwell
in the British Weekly and Captain A. R. McDougal in the
Wesekly Herald.

Messrs Mungo Fairley and Otto Ommer, M.A, have
attended a Labour Party Conference during the last month
called for the purpose of devising schemes for the distressed
areas, Mr Ommer is conducting a Study Circle in connection
with the Glasgow University Labour Party, Mr W. R. Lester,
M.4., was at the Rooms on FTuesday, 22nd December, and spoke
on Russia to the Freedom Club. Captlain A. R. McDoggal is
due on Tuesday, 12th January, 1937, when he is to address the
same body. 5

The Henry George School of Social Science resumes the
interrupted cousse on Friday, 8th January; the class for ladies”
conducted by Mr John Wilson, and the ordinary class both
resuming on same evening, Mr William Reid has been appointed
by the League as a member of the Board of Governoss of the
School.’

Reprint of the Tributes paid to Sir George Fowlds, KT., c.8.%¥,,
by the Rev James Barr, B.D., M.7., and others, or the occasion
of the interment of the ashes in Finwick Parish Cemetery is now
to hand. We hope it will be read by the friends of the late
Sir George Fowlds in this country. Price 6d. from the Kilmarnock
Standard, Grange Place, Kilmaraock,

WELSE LEAGUE : Walfer T. Sirrell, Hon, Seerctary, 110
Cottrell Road, Cardiff.

Curiously enough, the Cardiff City Council had not itself
endorsed the Resolution passed by the representalive Welsh
Municipal Conference in September, 18335, a resclution it cir-
culated to all local autherities asking their approval. The
anomaly was made good at a meeting of the City Council on
8th Decernber, when the Municipal Conference resolution was
not only endorsed, but also it was decided that the representative
of the Council en the Association of Municipal Corporations
bring the matter before that body at its next meeting. Councillor
Ferrier and Alderman Sir W. R. Williams are to be compli-
mented on their vigilance in the matter, keeping their City
Council in the vanguard of this agitation, Very gratifying
it will be if {as is hoped)} the spokesman for Cardiff will be the
Lord Mayor himself, Alderman H. Hiles, who will be a real
Y friend at court,”’

It may be remembered that the resolution adopted at the
September, 1935, Conference was in the following terms:
The existing system of rating shouid be altered and local anthori-
ties empowered to levy rates upon owners in respect of the
value of land apart from improvements thus—(z) effecting a

2nd Feb.

Bth

| reduction in or abelition of tocal rates payable at present by

the occupiers of rateable property, (b) securing that the public
shall benegfit from the land values wheh arise from the presence
and activities of the community, and {¢) facilitating the acquisi-
tion of land, the provision of houses and the making of public
imprerements.

Arrangements are being made in conjunction with the Gabalfa
Ratepayers’ Association for a public meeting on the Rating of
Land Values, to be held in the middle of January with Mr
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Douglas (from London) as the speaker. Couneillor Jack Morgan

is also interested and the organisers, with Mr J. Hawke who is-

secretary of the Association, confidently look forward to a large
audience.

At the same time, a Class under the joint anspices of the
Henry George Schonl of Socizl Science and the Youny Liberal
League is o be started, with Mr C. A, Gardner of the Welsh
League as the Teacher. Organiser is Mr Parry, secretary of the
Younyg Liberal League and secretary also of the South Wales
and Monmonthshire Quarry  Owners’ Association. These
arrangements fit in well, since we shall have Mr Douglas to initiate

the class and give us all information about the importance of |

the ** Schoot 7 and its development.

LIVERPOOL LEAGUE : F. R. Jones, Hon. Secretary, 23 Rock-
lands Avenue, Bebington, Cheshire.

(The Editor regrefs thal by a mischance, the Liverpool League
Notes weve omitted from last smonth’s issue.)

1t 13 with deep regret that I have to report the death of our
last Secvetary, Mr M. J. Kavanagh, who died suddenly on
15th November, while on heoliday in Dublin. Mr Kavanagh
was one of the first members of the Liverpool League, having
come into the movement by association with Mr Edward
McHugh in his “ Progress and Poverty ”' reading circle. Daring
the 1909 Budget agitation he was elected Honorary Secretary
of the Leagne and did an immense amount of fine work on its
behalf. Ia 1924 he resigned ihe office of Secretary, but still
remained an active supporting member. )

By trade Mr Kavanagh was a bookbinder. He was an artist
at his craft, being awarded the English Silver Medal for Decor-
ative Bookbinding, and for about ten years he condacted a
class at the Liverpool School of Art. Some years ago he left
business to become the Liverpool Secretary of the National
TUnion of Printers, Bookbinders and Paper Workers (Book-
binding Section].

Like Mr Field, our last chairman whom also we have so
recently lost, Mr Kavanagh was one of the oldest members of
the Liverpool Trades Council, participating in its important
political decisions.

He was a man of wonderful personal character, endearing
himself 1o all his friends, and his extraordinary generosity to
all who in any way sought his assistance was a matter of genéral
comment. -

Mr W. McGuinness and Mr ). Forrester represented the
League at his funeral at Allerton Cemetery, Liverpool on
21st November.

On 4th November, Mr O. B. Sweency addressed the Birkenhead
Co-op. South End Circle, and on 29th November, the Birkenhead
branch of the National Secular Society.

The various classes in our district of the Henry George Schocl
of Social Science are progressing satisfactorily, a very good
attendance heing maintained and many new people being won
to our movenient.

At our Committee meeting on 16th November, Mr F. R. Jones
was appointed a Governor of the School to represent our League.

Meetings addressed : Dec. 2nd, Birkenhead Co-op. South End

Circle, Mr. IZ. J. McManus; Dec. 3rd, Wallasey Co-op. Men’s

Guild, Mr, O. B. Sweeney,

MANCHESTER LEAGUE : Arthur H. Weller, J.P., Secretary,
69 Piccadilly, Manchester, 1. (" Phkone : Ceniral 5527.)

The following meetings have been addressed by the League’s
speakers : Cheetham Hill Women's Co-operative Guild, A. H.
Weller ;. Atherton W.C.G., Mrs. Catterall; Castleton (Lancs)
W.C.G, A H. Weller; Queens Park Parliament, D. J. J.
Owen ; Souih Reddish Labour Party, Councillor Wm. Noble ;
Mossley W.C.Go, AL HL Weller ; Lower Irlam Men’s Guild, A. 1.
Weller ; Heaton Mersey Brotherbood, B. J. J. Owen.

Tocal readers of Land & Liberty are reminded of a second class
to be formed in Manchester for the study of political economy
in the Mew Year. Fhe textbook to be used on this occasion
will either be Progress and Poverty or Protection or Free Tyade
and the weekly meetings will be held in the League’s office,
89 Piccadiliv. No fee will be charged, but each stadent must be
provided with a copy of the textbook, which can be obtained
trom the office, price one shilling, The Secretary will gladly
send particulars to inquirers.

YORKSHIRE AKD NORTHEBEN LEAGUR: F. Skirrow,
Secrefary, Tanfield Buildings, 129 Skipton Road, Keighley.
A Comnittee meeting was held at the office on Monday,
30th November, €. H. Smithson in the chair. Mr Smithson
explained the objects and method of the Henry George School
of Social Science and on his mation Ashiey Mitchell was unani-
mouwsty invited to be our representative on the Board of Governors
and he agreed.
Mr P. V. Olver addressed the Horsforth W.C.G. on 18th
December. :
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William Thomson and Howard Binns have taken part in a
correspondence on Social Credit in the Bradford Telegraph and
Avrgus.

On Sunday evening, 24th Janvary, we are to hold a public
meeting in Room 14, Temperance Hall, Keighley, at 7.45 p.m.,
with Miss Grace Isabel Colbron asithe speaker. Miss Colbron
is un outstanding personality in the Henry George movement in
the United States and known far and wide as one of its ablest
platform exponents, as well as a writer. By her European
travels and study, she has an vnsurpassed knowledge of the
movement in other countries (particnlarly in Denmark; and was
a most welcome member of the International Conference in
Copenhagen and London.  She has been making a stay of several
months in England. :

Keighley and district friends are requested to invite their
frieruds to attend and so help to greet Miss Colbron as a dis-
tinguished wvisitor in cur midst.

COm 16th December part of 5,000 copies of John Axcher’s
pamphlet on *“ The Religion of Henry George * issned from the
press when quantities were posted to all the Leagues of our
movement in Britain and to friends in U.S.A.

Copies may now be had at Is. a dozen carriage paid.

The concluding class of the Social Science School’s first session
was held on 21st December and the students appeared.-to be
much interested. We are hoping for a larger class in the
coming session, for which arrangements are being made.

MIDLAND LEAGURE : Chapman Wright, Secretary, 20 Cannon
Street, Birmingham.

A pircilar has been sent out inviting interest in the Henry
Gearge School of Social Science, as a preliminary to organising
clusses in the new year. Ttis a call for a clearer understanding
of why millions are unemployed, why industrial depressions
recur, why poverty persists amid potential plenty, why labour
and capital fight. There is no written work, no examination.
The class-discussion method is used, on the practical applica-
tion of economic principles o current social questions. Party
politics and everything irrelevant to the Course will be rigidly
excluded. There are no fees. The text book is Progress and
Foverty which students obtain for Is. at the first meeting. The
circular has a form of application attached, and everyone in the
Birmingham district who has received it {besides those who
read these lines and whom we have not been able to reach by post)
is cordially exhorted to communicate with the Secretary as
above with his or her willingness to join, and co-operate in getting
the adherence of interested friends. |

Progressive movements have sustained a greaf loss in the death
of Mr Edwin Price, a prominent Birmingham citizen. The
Bivmingham News of 19th December had a long and worthy
tribute to his life and work, e had been an honorary treasurer
of the Midland League and was chainman of the ** filial > of the
League—the Sydney Rating Association—during the period of
its activity. Our member, Miss Houghton {author of the new
book’ The Case for Capitalism} was among the many present
at'the funeral.

BRISTOL LEAGUE : J. A. Hurley, Hon. Secrelary, 14 Queens
Road, Knowle, Bristol, 4.

During the past month League meetings have been well
attended. A class for advanced students is under considera-
tion, and members wishing to take advantage of this course are
asked to communicate with the Secretary, immediately.

On Monday, 7th. December, the League were favoured with a
visit of Mr A, W, Madsen, Secretary to the United Committee,
who gave an interesting address on * The Rates.”’

The President, Mr E. J. Brierley, has addressed during the
month : The Totterdown Brotherhood, the Keynsham Women’s
Co-op. Guild, and the Westbury Methodist Gnild.

Members and friends are asked to note date of reopening,

4th January, 1937, at 7.30 p.m., at 5, Eastfield Road, Cotham,

wheén a series of weekly popular talks will be announced.

PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE : A. H. Stoakes, Hon. Secretary,
- 110 Baffing Road, Portsmouth,

On 26th November the Secretary addressed a mesting of the
Portsmouth Liberal Federation in the Foresters’ Hall on Land
Valze Taxation. Mr H. N. Webster, Secretary of the Federa-
tion, presided and Mr McGuigan made a characteristic and
ifapressive contribution to the discussion.

“Land and Industry *’ was the subject of the address by
A. H. Stoakes at a meeting of the League held in the Wesley
Central Hall on 9th December. The local Evening News re-
ported the main points, especially bringing out the argument
that increasing ground rents appropriated by the landed interest
were a continual drain on industry, while the speculative with-
holding of land made it difficult for industry to expand healthily.

~FLocal ™ Social Credit ”” advocates and a Comumunist toolk part
in a very lively discussion.

Mr McGuigan has had several letters in the local evening
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paper, stating the case for the land value policy and engaging
Iz controversy with social crediters and with various “ objectors
who do not yet see eye to eye with us.

EDINBURGH LEAGUE: Hon. Secrefary, D. J. Downie, c/o
Borthwick, 5 Arden Street, Edinburgh.

It is proposed to hold a class for the study of Henry George's
Progress and_Poverly commencing on Thursday evening, 14th
January, at 7.30 p.m., and to be continued fortnightly there-
after till the end of March. Tt will be held under the auspices
of the Edinburgh Taxation of Land Values League.

The Class Instructor will be My John Peter, m.a., Falkirk,
wha is one of the best known men in the Land Values movement
in Scotland. )

The Class will meet in Mr Alred’s Rooms at 12, Shandwick
Place. Copies of the Text Book will be supplied free and there
will be no class foes. - All interested are cordially invited to
join. Names should be sent to the Honorary Secretary.

HIGHLAWD LEAGUE : i Mackenuie, Hon. Secretary, The
Arcade, Inverness.

In the People’s Jowrnal, 12th Deccmber, there is a report of
a well-attended meeting of crofters in the Torridon School, who,
after discussion, agreed to withhold payment of rates demanded
under the so-called '* new rating system,” and also to ascertain

. what action was taken by other crofters and smallholders in
Ross-shire. ’

At a meeting.of the Scottish Land Court in Dingwall on the
4th December, seven smallholders from Balnaheen and Kirshell
district, property of the Department of Agriculture for Scotiand,
asked that their holdings be revalusd. The rents being too high,
such as 25s. an acre, which was higher than any large farm in
Ross-shire. The Court decided to inspect the holdings. -

The League is in receipt of a few pamphlets of The Religion
of Henty George, by John Archer, of Keighley, which should be
widely circalated as its appeal is to the best in mankind.

A REVISED EDITION OF
PROGRESS AND POVERTY?
We have acquainted readers with ‘proposals Frof
Harry Guonison Brown has made for an edition of
Progress and Poverly abridging the earlier portion of

the book, especially the sections dealing with the Wage

Fund Theory and the Malthusian Theory, g0 as to bring
the reader as quickly as possible to the heart of the
argument, nevertheless printing the omitted portions
with their context in an Appendiz, Thus the reader
who was interested te read at full length George's
treatment of the abridged subjects would have this at
his disposal under one cover.

Many letters have been received discussing the point,
and the majority appear to favouwr the idea. For
example, Mr P. J. Bumner, the Hon Secrotary of the
new class in Belfast, writes:  Thanks for letting me
sce the MS of Prof Brown’s proposed rearrangement.
It seerus to me a most admirably thought out piece of
work.” Mr Svante A. Bickstrém of Sweden writes
*1I think it is a good idea. 1 have lent the book to
many, given it to some, and have caused a few to buy
it. I usually give advice to read the first two * books
Tast. People who road the latter part of the volume
ought to be interested enough to read the last.” And
Mz Bue Bjéraer, who has been taking a class in Copen-
hagen, offers many hints from expericnce of the cousse.
Observations made by students inclnde the suggestion
that after reading the introduetory chapter * The
Problem.” one should proceed to Book 1T (Laws of
Distribution}, when to study the Wage ¥und Theory
and Malthus being left to the diseretion of the student,

PONDENCE.  Any of our
interested roaders are asked to make acquaintance by
letter with Mr Mogens Kattrup, Bavnebjerg, Holmstrag,
near Odense, Denmark. Mr Kattrup (0 whom we are
introduced by another Danish correspondent) is an
ardent young man, a stadent of English, and a H
George adherent. Hzchange of correspondence wil
of profit to both sides. Mention Lond & Liberiy,
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