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MANY FPECPLE, the most
surprising  thing _about’ the
gingle-tax conference at Lake-
stds s weelr ago is the fact that
it was heid. Most of those who
have any knowledge of the' single
tax appear to assoeiate R with
the gaslight erp, and therefore
they find it odd that the famous
old panaces showld still o
mand attention tedey,
The Lakeside conference dem
opstrated heyonﬁ guestion fhat
the single tax is siill alive, bu

it also made 1 plain tha! thef

modern Georgists have = long
way to go before they regain the
" positicn their- predecessors  hel

in the last century.

outstanding  originad

produced in this country. The

late John Dewey wrote of George
thak *it would require less than
the fingers of Ake two hands to
enurnerate those who-fzom Plato
down rank with him,”
-There was much roore te
Qeorge’s philosophy than the
single tax—for isslance, he was
-ene of the great aposileg of free
trade~but his solution to the
land problem was always fhe key
fe his systern of social reform.

GEORGE. WAS BORN in Phil-

- iizi3

ax Doctrine Of

enry George
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THE LATE HENRY GEORGE AND SCHOOL THAT BEARS HiS NAME
Advocate of single fax died in 1897 ; institution with headquarters in New York:
kelpx keep hts thegries before public

adelphia in 1839 and became a d:d ndt confliet, with Cathoilc

printer. He joined {he throng of/d
“mmigrants - to -the - West in-~th

.
—Fer—ﬂze rest of hig-life George

8503 end observed the effects ofjlectured and preached the single
land specwlation in the boomltox. Perhaps his most famous

towas of Californda. George wae
bitterly poor during most of the
ime he lved in the West.and he
‘heeame convineed that land mon-
opoly was the cause ef poverty,

Genrge. argued that, uodike
other items of trade and ex-

change, land was the "'gift of na-

ture™ and not #he result &f hu-
man endeavor. Thergfore he con-

tended that land should be at the

free dispozal of ahyone who

would put it o productive use.

- In 1879 George p'ublished “Pro-

gress and Poverty,” his greatest
work, in which he advanced the
$des- that the state showdd com-
fscate rept—the single tax—as a
means of furcing fhose who ex-
tracfed an ‘uneagned™ profit
iféom land to disgorge f.heu' hold-
gs -

“DPROGRESE AND POYER
BY*" made George famets both
in the United States and Europe,
Jn188) he went to Ireland 4o take

~part in: the batile -against the
English landlords. He then pet-
tled in New York, and in 1886
became an independent  candi- |
date for mayor with the beeking
of 185 labor organizations in the
cily. Georfe ran second to the
Democratic candidate but well
ahead of Theodore Hooseveli,
wha was thé Repubiwan nom;
Slee.

"Dre Bdward McGly'nn aﬁ‘atha—
Jie priests who had supported
Ceorge, was excommmunicated in
fhe aftermath of the campdign.
Tt was widely helisved that pres-
stre. from Tammany Hall was
respongible for Eather Me-
Glyon's -excommunication, and
in 1892 he was reinstated in the
priesthecd, after i had been
demonsirated that the single tax

convert was Tom L. Johnson,
the militnaire reformer who
four tHmes was elected mayor of
Cleveland. In 1397 George was
again a candidate for mayor of
New York, but he died on Qe
28, four days before the election,

I OTERE . YEARS immediately

following the death of Henry
Gegrge things locked encourag-
ing for the single tax. In Eng-
land, Geprgists wepe very help-
fal in obtmining acceptance for
the celebrated Lloyd George
budget of 1508, with ils heavy
emphasis cn land tazation.
-In the United States, Wood-
row Wilson, an admirer if not
gdmitiedly a disciple of Henry
Gearge, was. elacted  pregident,
dnd hiz cabmet contammed sev-
eral associa-tes of fhe single-
faxer.

Among-the, mazer figures were
Secratary of State Willlamn Jen-
nings Bryan, whom George had
supported for president in 1888,
and Sedrgtaty of War Newipn D
Baker, whe bad been .Tphnsuns
aid al;ld suceessor In Clevesy
land. Among the minor fige
ures in the Wilsen cabinet was
Assistant Secretary of Tabor)
Louis ¥. Post, whe had battied
for the single tax st GBGl.gES
Elde for- many_Jears

1 PO

an end 4o ‘whatever hopes the
Georgists may have had, for the
gingle tax; like other  reform
measares, suifered  serions less
of support during the prosperous
1520'z.  In the elections of 1520
and 1924 the single-tazers en-
tered presidential tickets, - but
the wote they received was iIn-
significant, By the. end of ihe
decade it Is fair o.5ay that the

" THE FISET WORED WAE, pat|.

gotien issue.
._W'zth.-:ha.commg_& the.depres.
sien intevest in reform revived,
and the single fax wag not
neglected, In (1932 the Hewnry
George Schoel of Social Sclence
was founded in New Tork by
Oscar H. Geiger, a fur dealer
whe, as a young mazn, bad
learned the Iesson of the gingle
tax from Ms originator. Toeday
the Henry George School, with
its correspondence courses -and
extension  branches - cities
across the country, iz the chiefl:
nstrument’ for the _ﬂmgmma_;on
o.f sm,gie-taxp

.Io})nsaxr, Ohio S,ms been 2 ta-
veorite stats in the eyes of the
Georgists. . At present, whim the
single tax finds mest pf Hs ad-
herents @i large metzopolitan
centers, .Ohio. alone has = sipfes

directoy. .

The expenses of the Henry
Gecrge School, which offers its
courses free of charge, are met
by . voluntary contributions and
by funds drawn from a:founda-
tion estabiished by John C. Lin-
coln, chaixmbn of the bgazd of
the. meolr.'Elec’crlc Ca, of Cleve-
lgnd, Mr, Lincoln was-the sin-
gle-tax candidate for vice presi-

dent. in 1924, apd is pow the
president of 'E}ue ﬁenry George
Schocl,

DE;BENG HEN&Y GED}RGE’S
jifetime kis followers mz,ght have
beon clasgified roughly o three
groups; a handful of men of
means, whi helped fo -firance

ber of what ate someiimes calied
middle-class liberals, who pro-
vided the lea.dership for the
movement; and =z .large repre:

sentation frdm: organized labor,
who provided ithe voies.

single jax was a daad and Iur- ‘

wide argamzahan aml g gtated

the cruséde) a substaitial num-;

A check =af the Lakes:de con—
feience revealed that, ~sryong -

college studeni, sfme house
wives, & real egiate dealer, anm,
insurance-compeny executive,
setesman, the president of e
wormman's. club, a newspaperman,
an atforney, a nurse, a Cost es-
timator, and the supetintendent
of 2 home for the blind.

ANOTHER DIFERRENCE be~
twrsen the single-tax overnents,
of the 19th &nd 206th cenfuries’
is the- sbperice smong modern
Georgists of' the-fiery Jeadership

, |which made “the campaigns of

-the past'such- memorab e.affairs,
 Great: fighters like Tem -Johm-
son, Father MeGlyrn and Henry

arge - himgelfs were able o
keep -the faith-dlive and fowr-
ishing despites repaated“ deieats
ai-the, pofls, .

A partial vheck’ qf these in,
the"raiedo -area, who had en-.
rolled “dn: the ‘Henry Georpe
School”.courses four.years ago
revealed that tomny of ey had
subsequenﬁy lost, mtatest in the
movement, - -

‘From  the ,ideologmal stand-
point, there-seens 4o ‘be no Tea-
son . why -the single tax should.
not- be popular today, - Aside
from thei® ynorthédox views on,
land taxation, dingle-taxers are;
as enthusxastlc for free emier.
prise as- any indusirialist, ~apd
they “alse” advocate greatly in-
creaspd ‘Towapds 0. Jabon. ., Vet
medern: Georgists would. Lt thel
first to .pdmit that. their move-
Faent igimot ag! ‘strong today a5
it was $0 years ago,

Reprinted, with
parpission, from
THE TOLEDO BLADE
August 23, 1953

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIEMCE

Matinnal omdammsan.

sthers, . there. were .present.a




