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Henry George Lives On!

The 75th Anniversary of Book, Progress and Poverty,” by the Famous Economist, Creator of
‘Single Tax' Theory, Is Observed
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“Thig jdie conversation could be
compared to Newton's {amous
falling apple and Galilep's swing-
ing lentern, I stavted & train of
thought ch developed intd
Henry George's “single 1ax" the-
ory, ane of the sensatidns of ike
late 18th ceniury, Eight yeurs
later, in 1879, the world saw the
fipgt sineid edition of Georges
*Prigress and Pdveriy,” which
now holds the title of ihe mest

1

Henry George School of Sorlal
Seienee in New York city s oh-
serving the Tith anniversary of
the book's publication this merndh.

Geprge recalled iater that the
teamsier’s casual Pamark apout
the price of land gtruck him “lke
5 fiesh” Here was {he reason, ke
figared, for advancing poverly
with advaneing waaith, “With the
growth in population, land grows
n walte, and the men wh work
it must pay more for the privie
lope

He was just 32 years old at the
time, and he had the disadventage
of littie schalastic training, Born
in Philadelphit, he went fo 388 al
15 and turtied up it San Frah-
pisco twe years later to fnake his
fortune. He turned fo printing
and reporting thers, pipposed to
his wife with orfy.50¢ i his pock-
et, and came within an ace- of
starving geveral times in his carly
mirried life,

Span after the birth of his sec-
ond child, he was 80 desperate for
money that he walked up o 2
stranger in San Francisco and de-
manded 5.

. "“What for?* the man asked.

"My wife hag just been COm-
fined and I have npthing to give
har to eat,” sald George.

The siranger geve bim the
money, sither from pity or i:eaz'
that Ceorge might assaglt him.
Long afterward, George recailed
that he was, indeeéd, desperale
enotigh ta have killed the man
for his rooney,

‘Land Belongs to.
Al the People’

Out of this leng strugsle
sgalnst poverty ceme George's:
great book, which stunned the in
teieptual world. The theery ad-
vanced in “Progress and Poverty”
went like this:

The land belongs of right (e
ali the people, Private owner-
ship of land has no mote basig
than private ewnership of sun-
Light or air. Une generation
gannot give away this funda
mental Hyht auy ore AN
mar can sell his Gnbora chil-
dren into glavery.

But this dees not meap that
the government should eenfis-
eate al} the land and divide 1t
up agually. Rather, jet the fa&-
viduals who will pay the high-
st vent for, the land keep un-
gisputed possession, paying &
¢gw on the reni to the governe

e alipwed a
over the iax
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d more than twe millioh copies
—ihe iarfgest sale of any book on

t sconomics. A
&n o hif the iecture
marien and ahpead,
One of his Hdtensze in England
wns Geprge Hernard Shaw, who
id trimdte 1o the “prophet of

i to ihe United States in

ix mATter work, Ever

Sx Franicises” when he mate his

would streteh out on a sofa smok.
ing a cigsr -and preparing his
thoughts. On the lecture plaiform,
he coutd be eloguent and inspire-
tionel. Some Znglish reviewers
called him the bast orator of the
times. And he knew how to hendle
hecitiers.

At a meeting in Texas, some.
one asked from the fleor: "Sup-

far argyment’s sake, Mr.
ga, thal you pwned all the

Haig Shaw; “My attention was
first drawn to pelitical economy
-:as @ science of sacial galvation by
tlHenry George's eloguence and his

new. Eighlesn yaare after publ
cation, the author claimed he had
not seen & singlg objection to any
position in ihe book -which head
not been suticippted and an-
swered in the hook itself,
Writing the book ftook 18
months, and ficding a publisher
for it was & iask in jfself. Alter
risus houses furned it down,
George had a private edition of
300 cobios published at WiE own
sxpensn, seihing the first two lines
of type b LA New York pub-
her then agreed to bring out an
the original piates.
timg, George was 8
short, balding man with & fall reg
beard. While writing the book, ke
had earned gome monsy @s slate
Inspettor of gas reters, & politieal
appointment from the governor of
California,

Saleg went peotly for the first
two years, until George produged
= pamphiet on the Irish land quee
tion, proposing his single tax a3
T the economie woes

‘Progress ang Poverty, which hag

Henry George with his two daughtess,
Jennie and Anaa, in 1886,

Election poster in 1 8G7

{and and I owned a1} the capital.
What in That case would you
say?"

George's answer came back im-
roediately: “Movel™

Although “Progress and Pover-
¥ end his other books had a
tremendous sale, George rnade ng
fortune fromy wriling. He-wss
more interesied in gpreagding the
idea of the single {ax than get-
ting money, so he cut his royeliies
w & minimum,

Oue time a reporter asked him:
“Mr. George, T want you to el
me zll about the single tax”
Georpge reachad into his pocket,
drew out 20c and gave it to the
young reporter, “I've told afl
abous # in a book,” he said, “Buy
ii~—paper edition”

An glmost inevitable develop-
ment was thet Hémry George
would be drawn izito politics, A
eonpnittes representing 185 lsbor
unions asked him to run for

an encrmous chréulzsiion in the
early 1880’5, sand beyead =il ques
tion had more to do with the So-
cialist ‘vevival of that perisd in
Exngland than any other book.
When  was swepi into the great
Socialist revival of 1883, 1 found
that fivesixths of those who wete
swept in with me had heep Lobh-
verted by Henry George.”

Ceorge Did Not
Like Karl Mam

That wag lronle, for Henvy
George was apyibing but & so-
clalist. In big lecturss, he declared
war O the followers of Kaxl Marx

i

and collectivisma. With Thomas
Jefferson. bhe belicved that the
hest governed people wers the
leagt poverned, and he figured
that the single tax would reduce
BUreRHLTACY.

Kari dMarx spoke of “Progress
and Poverdy” with contempt as
“the capitalist’s last ditch”
George returasd the compliment,

of that country. The small book!

mant. This T=nd fax, argued |

soin ot jis lrst edition on the!

calling Marx the "prizee of mpd-
dleheads,”
Before his lectures, George

mayer of New York ity in 1888,
Gearge accepted the challenge;
primarily zs & means of spreading

toe gospel of his political and eco-

nemie heories.

He ran surprisingly well in the

race ggainst a Tammany politl-
cian, Abrgm Hewitt, and the Fe-
publican candidate, 28 year old
Theodoye Roosevelt, He finished
22008 votes behind Mewitt and

8,000 ahegd of Roosevelt.
Anether atiempt to become

mayor of New York, in 1887, re-
sulted.in a heavy schedule of cam:-
paigning which brought on. his
dealll five days before fhe slges
thom. He spent his Iast night
speaking at four rsilies avound
New York. At ome of the mest-
ings, someone cried oui: “Hail,
Henry George, friend of the labor-
ing mwani”

Georga corracted the sainta-

ton: *I am for men!”

Tt was, Jn & sense, Rig final

uttarance, characteristic of & man

whaese writings sprang from the
heart ss well &s the mind.

GERALD BLOSS.




