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Mr Baléwin on Protection

Speaking at Dundee on 20th November, the Prime
Minister said : it (protection) has enabled a good
many men who would not have mwade a lot of money
to make a lot of meney. T do not grudge them that,
but T wonld say there is a vorresponding moral obliga-
tion, and it must not be all give on the part of {he
Government and all take on the part of individuals.
And if the Government makes it possible for people in
industry to do far better than they could have dreamed
of doing four years ago, the least those people can do,
whenever it is in their power, is to see that when they
have new works to put down they pat those new works
down either in Durham, Lanark, South Wales or in
corresponding places where work of that kind would
be a godsend.”

Paying for Playing Fields .

“ Tt is no good criticising the young for being mere
watchers of games if they have nowhere to play. We
need particulaely in ovr towns much greater facilities
for open-air exercises and games.” Everyone will
applaud this statement made as it was by Dr Cyril
Norwood, Prosident of 8t John's (ollege and foermerly
headmaster of Harrow, speaking on 2rd December at
the National Institute of Indusirial Fsychology.

He said : "I wonld not hesitate 0 have a penny
stamp put on every ticket of admission to foothall
grounds, oricket grounds, tenis matches and racecourses
to go towards o fund for the provision of playing fislds
for the poor all over the country.” T

Is this an example of doing evil that good may come
Or why stop at these suggestions'? Let us have a tax
upon foctballs, oricket bats, tennis rackets, and all the
other means by which people play gemes. Send round
the cup for the landowner, fill it to the brim and pour
the procesds in his lap. Toes the warm-hearted Dr
Norweod not see that his propositien-to collect money
for buying up land, well advertizsed among those who
hold available ground, will simply enhance the price
of it sgainst the community ¢ There are records
enough of local authorities badly stung in their search
for the greater facilitios for open-air exercises and games
——Sheffield for example which had to pay £21,500 for
eight acres formerly rated at an annual value of £80.
How many penny adwmission stamps would it take to
make up that sum ? When friends of the young like
Dr Nevwood are prepared to say that they would not
hesitate to levy taxes on the value of land whether it
is used or not, for dismissing the man who now stands
at the gate demanding {he price of admission, we will
be getting along. :

How a Cambridge Collsge Raises the Wind

The Cambridge Daily News, 11th January, reports :
* With its purchase of the Strensham Court Estate of
2,280 acres, near Tewkesbury,” writes “ Peterborough,”
in the Daily Telegraph, Corpus is iollowing the example
of the richest Cambridge college. Trinity, which has
an income of £80.000 a vear, bought 4,000 acres of
agricuttural land in Suffolk two years ago,
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“ On the whole, however, Cambridge colleges prefer
to invest their money in wrban rather than agricuitural
properties. Both Trinity and King’s have recently
acquired real estate in London. Last month the lagter
college, whose finances have flourished exceedingly
under the bursarship of Mr Maynard Keynes, hought
@ valuable site of about half an acre close to the Middle-
sex Hospital.

Our correspondent who sends this cutting writes :
“ Though Mr J. M. Keynes says there is nothing in the
land question, * people are getting rid of it every day,’
the college of which he is Bursar evidently goes in for
hoth selling and buying.”

More support for Cardift

Our Press cuttings continue to show support for the
resolution in favour of land value rating passed at tho
Welsh Municipal Conferencoat Cardiff. Among thosethat
have endorsed the resolution are Heston and Isteworth,
Beptford, Merton and Morden, Falham, Battersea, and
Birkenhead.

The discussions have been extensively reported in tho
Press. The South Western Star gave the debate at
Battersea a prominent position with large headlines on
its first page, and referred in a leading article to a
conference held at Battersea some 40 years ago on the
same subject when Mr Bernard Shaw was one of the
dolegates from Hampstead. The Worcester Hvening
News (8th January) gave nearly a whole page to the
discussion &t Worcester City Council fully reporting the
speech of Mr R. R. Fairbairn who moved in favoar of
adopting the Cardiff resolution. Among those who
gpoke in support was Canon W. Moore Ede: In this
case an amendment of *“ no action >’ was carried.

Stoke-on-Trent and Land Value Rating :
At the meeting of the Stoke-on-Trent City Council

on 24th October the following resolution was moved by - -

Alderman C. Austin Brook and seconded by Alderman
E. T. Bird : o
“ That in the opinion of this Council, the first step
towards a reform of the system of rating, is that
rates should be levied on land on an assessment based
on its full market valne irrespective of the use to
which the land is being put and as to whether it is
in use or not, with corresponding reduction of the
rates now being levied on houses and other buildings
and improvements and that the Town Clerk Le
instructed to communicate with county and municipal
anthorities throughout Staffordshire, Cheshire, South
Lancashire and Derbyshire with a view to joint action
and the calling of a Municipal Conference for con-

. sidering and/or promoting the necessary amendment

to the pi'esent law to enable this resolution to be
carried into effect.”

An amendment was moved to alter the resolution to
& non-committal one proposing the calling of a con-
ference for considering ““ any necessary amendment to
the present law including the feagibility of rating land
values,” After the amendment had been defeated the
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original resolution was put to the vote and carried.

In pursuance of this decision the Town Clerk, on 9th
Tiecember, sent a letter containing a copy of the resolu-
tion to sixty boroughs in the area mentioned and
asking (1) whether your Council agrees with the opinion
expressed therein and (2) whether they would be pre-
pared to appoint representatives to attend a conference
on the subject.

Stoke-on-Trent is to be congratulated upon its renewed

activity in promoting a principle which 16 has more than

once endorsed. This is a useful complement to the
action taken by Cardilf earlier in last year. Already
the circular from Stoke-on-Trent has occasioned dis-
cussion. Some Councils, such as Derby, have forthwith

approved the resolution ; others, such as Macclesfield,
have decided to send delegates to the proposed econ-:

ference, suspending final decision until after it has been:
held. '

Social Credit—A New Phase

The inangural meeting of a Social Credit Party for
Seotland is reported in The Scotsman of 7th January. Mr:

Hugo Rey, who is. described as the National leader
of ‘the party, said : ' : '

“We declare straight out for the public ownership’

‘of land and all natural resources of Scotland, because

we do not see how individual liberty is going to be

preserved in this country short of that policy.” Social
Credit, he said, was defined as the power of the com-:
munity to produce the goods and services which it
~required for its own use. The basis of Social Credit,.
therefore, was the people, the land, and the natural
rezources of the country. . The ownership of the one
involved the ownership of the other : the control of
the one involved the control of the other. '

This acknowledgment that the system of -land-.
ownership is a fundamental factor in determining the
distribution of wealth is an encouwraging sign that the
Social Credit moverment is likely toadopta more effective;
and practicable programme. It remains fo be seen,
however, what steps this party proposes to secure the
public ownership of the land. The report hefore us
contains no indication of how this crucial problem is
to be dealt with, -

We may suggest that it is a principle acknowledged by
many people outside the ranks of the Social Credit
movement that the value of land is a social value. As
such it should be collected for community purposes;
and at the same time thé confiscation of individual
earnings by our existing system of taxation should be
ended. : : s

Cheap Land at Cardiff

The Development agent of the Cardiff Corporation
in a Western Mail Industrial Supplement by advertise-
ment invites manufacturers to come to his city and one
of the alleged advantages is “ Cheap Land.” Tt is an
unconscious admission that if industry bas to pay less
for land there is so much left over for genuine invest-
maent and for the reward industry should get. It is
also an api comment on those who count land value
as part of the wealth of the community (whereas it
indicates only a division of the sum of wealth produced
—it is simply so much taken out of the earnings of
industry) and uantil the municipal development agent
can say ‘‘ come to this town, it is very prosperous for
prices of land are sky-high,” there are not a few text-
books on economics that ought to be re-written.

But is-land so cheap in Cardiff for manufacturers or
anybody else ? The Weslern Mail of 10th December
roports that among the 487 acres zoned for small

holdings and allotments, about 21 acres are in Gabalfa,
Soberton and Allensbank. This is land not rated at
all for any contribution to the city’s revenues. A
town-planning road is being projected out in. that
direction. Alderman Hill-Snook moved in the Council
that owing to the expense of acquisition of the land,
he thought it was over £1,000.an acre, the portion of
the minute dealing with the land for allotments should
be deleted ; and this was agreed to by the Counecil. -

At the same meeting of the Council, it was decided
to widen the Cow and Snuffers Bridge and construet
twe sections of new road to serve as a by-pass, at a
ezt of £24,300.  Mr Hellyer protested that the Corpora-
tion should not at the ratepayers’ expense develop land
for the benefit of landowners who had not seen fit to
develop it in the last 20 years. Those who advertise
the * cheap land ” advantages of Cardiff should have
conveorsations with this councillor.

The Price of Sunshine :

In a review of the Union Castle Mail Steamship
Company’s handbook to South and Rast Africa the
Birmingham Maid (10th January) says: —

Comcerning the climate, we are told that the extra-
ordinary high percentage of possible sunshine is recog-
nized as the outstanding feature of the South African
climate. 'The amount of sunshine and the warm climate
is put forward as a compensating balanee for high rents
and the high cost of housebuilding, allowing an open-air
life throughout the year and enabling smailer houses
to suffice than were conditicons less favourable.

Would it not have been more accurate to say that the
high rents are the result of the sunshine ? L

If Manns Fell from Heaven

1t is not stretehing a point to quote in this commection
the following passage from The Crime of Poverty, ono of
the Addresses by Henry George which in the penny
pamphlets are among the most acceptable of the pub-
lications we provide : o
“1In the Old Testameni we are told that when the
Israelites journeyed through the desert, they were
hungered, and that God sent down out of the heavens
—manna, There was enough for all of them ard they
all took it and were relieved. But, supposing that
desert had been held as private property, as the Soil
of Great Britain iz held, as the soil even of our new
States is being held ; supposing that one of the
Tsraelites had 2 square mile, and another one had
twenty square miles, and another one had a hundred
square miles, and the great majority of the Israclites
did not have enongh. to set the soles of their feet upon,
which they cotld call their own—what would become
. of the manna ? What good would it have done to the
majority ¥ Nob a whit. Though God had sent down
manna enough for all, that mannawould havebeenthe
property of the landholders ; they would bave em-
ployed some of the others, perhaps, to gather it up
in heaps for them, and would have sold it to their
hungry brethren. Consider it; this purchase and
sale of manma might have gone on until the majority
of the Israelites had given up all they had, even to
the clothes off their backs. What then ¥ Well,
then they would not have had anything left with
which buy manna, and the consequence would have
been that while they went hungry the manna would
have lain in great heaps, and the landowners would
bave been complaining of the over-production of
manna. There would have been a great harvest of
manna and hungry people, just precisely the phenome-
non that we see to-day.” o
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HMore About AHoiments

At a meeting of the Oxford City Council on 6th
January it was decided to vote £20,000 (part of the
estimated sum of £50,000 roquired) for the purchase
of Tand at present leased by the Corporation for allot-
ments. By resolution it was agreed that the Allotments
Committec furnish the Council with a list of allotmens
lands ; what rent the Clouncil pays per acre; if it owns
the land, what price was paid ; and other particulars
including the number of vacant allotments on each
land. We shall be obliged to any reader in Oxford
who can obtain for us a copy of this return.

At Coventry (M idlend Daily Telegraph, 9th January) the
Shakespeare Street Allotments Association at a meeting
refused to sell land occupied by them as allotments.
The ares is 21 acres and it is one of the most sligible
building sites in Coventry. It was bought some years
ago by the Association and sold by them in plots to
the members. Offers have been made of 28 9d. per
square yvard by one firm of builders and of 3s. per square
yard by another. It was variously suggested that the
selling price should net bs less than 5s. per square yard
and that the Assccistion should “ wait until the price
is 8s. 6d.” This is equivalent to £2,007 per acre. A
fine harvest no doubt, but not the yield of rake and
spadle.

£15,600 an acre

Two pieces of land in Fulham Palace Road, lying
between Lochaline Street and Parfrey Street, are to be
acquired by the Falham Borough Council for rehousing
purposes. ‘ . :

The West London Guzelte (15th January) says that
the land which has an area of nearly a third of an acre,
is to be bought under a compulsory purchase order
for £5,200. It is proposed to erect a block of 22 flats
on the site, :

The price of the land is at the rate of £15,000 an acre,
The site cost for each flat works out at £236. If the
interest and sinking fund is taken at 4 per eent of the
cost, 3s. 7d. a week of the rent of each flat will represent
the charge upon the tenant in respect of the land.

Fulham Borough Council is cne of the many local
authorities that have endorsed the Cardiff resolution.
It is the only way to secure for the people homes at
prices they can afford to pay.

Rising land values stop building

‘That the recovery from the low point of the depression
has resuited in an increase in land values to a speculative
point is indicated by the following paragraph from the
lilustrated Carpenter and Builder (17th Janmary) ;

A problem which is assuming serious proportions
in the Belfast building trade is the tendency of building
land to show a rapid increase in value. This is
particularly noticeable in the suburbs, where land
which formerly averaged 2s. or 2s. 6d. per foob is now
s, or more per foot, and is still rising. Largely as
a result of this, a number of local builders are becoming
more and more wary of embarking on speculative
schemes and are devoting themselves to subsidy and
public work.

The eflect of speculation in land value in stopping
industry is clearly shown. The conclusion is that we
are heading for another depression. :

Farmers go Cap in Hand

It has been veported to the South Caernarvonshire |
Farmers’ Union that landewners have notified tenants

that the 20 per cent rebate in rent allowed during the
last four years has been discontinued. Tt was resolved
to appeal to landowners to continue the rebate, pointing

i
|
i

F

out the plight of the indusiry, snd the burden of the
increase health inswrance contribution.—Manchester
Guardian.

And it was the farmers who so credulously supported

the Derating Act exempting agvicuMural land from all

local taxation. Now they can seo how and why the
benefit goes to no “ agricudturist ” but only to the
party who can exact so much more rent for Jand.

Highland Development

The Scottish Press in recent days has had much to
say about proposals for developing the Highlands and
Islands. A society has been formed to promote this
idea. The Highland Development League, and Dr
Lachlan Grant of Ballachulish has written a pamphlet
entitled “ A New Deal for the Highlands * which is
said to have inspired the movement. The Highlands
oocoupy about one-half of the total area of Scotland
and contain one-seventh of the population. In the
last 10 years the population of the seven crofting
counties, excluding the large burghs, has fallen by
35,000.

Dr Grant urges that a survey should be made to
“ ascertain the potentialities of the whole Highland
aréa, the maximum population that ares can support
if its resources are all fully organized and developed.
Farming, fishing, tweed making and - afforestation,
mineral industries and quarrying, and all the probable
local industries, should be inclnded in the survey.
Particular attention should be paid to industries likely
to be based on water power.” The same note runs
through the pronouncements of other supporters. of
the movement. . - ' '

The landowners of the Highlands will no doubt be
duly grateful for such a survey, and will revise their
idea of the land velue according to any hitheito un-
noticed potentialities that the survey discovers. -

Beside this we may place some observations of Mr Fvor
Brown in a recent article on ““ The Sadness of Scotland
in the Manchester Guardion (11th January) in which

after referring to the sad and sombre voice of young

Scotland nowadays, he refers to Mr Edwin Muir's
“ Scottish Journey,” and says: “ But Mr Muir is right
to insist that talk of Scottish Nationalist iz meaningless
and futile without a radical social policy that will
bridge the ugly and immense social gulf in Scottish
urban life while saving the Highlands from complete
decay into a costly playground of the alien “ sports-
man.” Nationalism postulates the abolition of the
Two Nations, an achievement in which it rarely, if ever,
suceeeds. Scotland, with its legacy of an extreme

Industrialism, merciless landlordism, and bitter class.

conflict, is no easy land for Nationalism to unite.”

They Say it Themselves

We quote the following revealing statement from a
special article *“ The Search for the Stability of Capital
in the Jowrnal The Royalty Oumer of November. The
article has been reprinted as a separate sheet, apparently
for distribution to investors -

* Oil Royalties are based upon a vital commodity,
ie., Oil. Royalty income and Royalty investment
values rise with the price of that commodity. The
effect of this is to provide an offset to increases in the
cost of living, and to its usual sccompaniment of de-

. clining ecapital values of listed securities.

“ They, Oil Royalties, have the inherent strength of
being a first charge on production itself, ranking ahead
not only .of all the capital, loan or otherwise, of the
operating company, but in front of all the assets of
such undertaking, in that production from an area is
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not allowed to be moved until the royalty owner’s guota
has hoen accounted for. Additional to this is the legal
strength of the royalty owner’s position ; his percentage
of production is sold and paid for by an independent
Pipe Live Company, which has Trusiee obligations
towards him.

“ A moment’s reflection will show the emormously
strong investment position of a security that has a prior
charge on production in one of the 1ozt widely used
bagic commodities in the world, and where the Jegal
position has been drawn with so much forssight for the
investor’s protection. It is these substantial buttresses
against the usual risks of industry that give oil royalties
their high ratio of security.”

“Under the British Petroleum Production Act there can
be no royalties to private individuals on oil discoverel
in thid country. But the conditions stated apply almost
word for word to Coal and Mineral Royalties—and as
to the rest of the world whers oil rovalties prevail.
Here is a pointer showing the connection between
foreign investments, the monopoly control over the
natural resources of other countries, the jealousies and
enmities aroused, the hot house where seeds of inter.
national strife are planted.

Land Value BMaps

In our issue of last month. we inserted as a aupplement
a specimen of the Land Value Maps that are used in
New York City in conuection with the assessment of
land values. In the dezcription reforence was made
to the section of the Copenhagen Land Value Maps
reproduced in our issue of April, 1925, In response to a
number of requests, this illnstration from Copenhagen,

in Denmark, is presented with this issue as a special
supplement.

These reprints of the New York and the Copenhagen
maps are available in leaflet form for Town Councillors
and others engaged in making the sentiment for the
Taxation and Rating of Land Values. ' :

Liberals and Land Values

We put on record the following good statement
unfortunately overlooked from our recent issmes. It
appeared in the Liberal Magazine of October last
reporting Mr Elliot Dodd’s address at the Cambridge
leeral Summer School.

Taxation oF Lawp VALUES

" This fundamental reform, which has so long figured
in the Liberal programme, would encourage the diffusion
of ownership in four ways. By impounding these
socially created wvalues, which at present go to enrich
the landholder, and wutilizing them for the general
benefit it would remove one of the principal canses of
the maldistribution of wealth. By establishing a fair
valuation and by taxing land into use it would make
it more easily and cheaply available for small holdings,
allotments, ete. By untaxing improvements and re-
ducing the burden of rent and rates it would assisb
business and help the small tradesman and house-owner.
And by providing a new source of revenue it would
render possible the reduction or abolition of indirect

taxation, so raising real incomes and promoting the .

accumulation of savings.”

Poverty and Plenty, by W. R. Luster, M.A. Price 1s,

S.FS., Tasmania: We are greatly obliped for the
half-dozen of Mr Lester’s pamphlet. We passed several
of them on to leading Social Credit enthusiasts one or
two of whom admitted to seeing a little light thereafter
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and that the land question is the bottom question. Mr
Lester’s criticism is admirable.

.M., Longueville, N.S.W. : Thave just finished reading
Yester's Poverty and Plenty—an excellent reply to the
Social Credit people,

AJM.P, Manitoba: Enclosed is sixty cents for
two copies of the Pros and’ Cons of Social Credit, and
five copies of The Real Cause of Agricultural Distress
(McDougal).  Please mail to one each of these
pamphlets.

Land and Freedom. By Frederick Verinder. 2s. 6d. net.

A, M., France: I am reading over again Land and
Freedom which you sent me. Tt is a most precious liftle
volume and surely must be franslated into other
languages.

O.E., Middlesex (To a correspondent) : Please accept
my warmest thanks for your kind gift of ¥, Verinder’s
Loand and Freedom. 1 shall value the book not only for
its own intrinsic worth as a mine of information on a
subject of supreme importance; but as. a welcome ex-
pression of appreciation for my efforts to persuade the

Borough Council to adopt a forward policy
on the question.

The People’s Ad’uocate Adelaide (in a long review) :
The chapter on Monopohes » is very interesting and
provides much food for thought. It showa clearly that
land is the basis of monopolies and that where land is
free monopolies are imposmble He gives some telling
extracts from Karl Marx’s Capital . . . We most
heartily congmtulate Mr Verinder on the Very ﬁne book
he has produced. _

| Light on the Land Question
with its explanation of the practical methods obtaining | '

* This country cannot. prosper while the land mono-
poly continues to exact ibs ruinous toll.  Free the country
from its throttling grip, and we would at once breathe
more freely, New life would flow into the ‘mational

activities, and with the burden of land monopoly would =

go many other burdens that now weigh us down.

“ By these steps it became clear to me, affer so scep-
tical a beginuing, that in our enormously increased
pational and loca! expenditure may be found not an
argument againgt the Honry George idea, but a convine-
ing argument for it.

¥ Qur difficulties are now too great to allow us to
trifle any longer with the taxation of land values and
the uptaxing of industry ; and my vote, for what it is
worth, will certainly go to the political party that well
put it into practice.”

These are the concluding words in the inquiry by a
“ Man in the Street ” the pseudonym of a distinguished
London journalist, author of Light on the Land Question.
It is a pamphlet of 30 pages written in a racy conversa-
tional style which begins with the sentence “They
told me they wanted & fresh mind on it ” and the author
proceeds from seepticism to conviction that there is a
great deal in the Land Value Policy. This popular
pamphlot had run out of print and now we welcome the
new and revised edition just published by the Henry
Gieorge Foundation. 1t isexcellent value at its moderate
price of 6d. net. C

Progress and Poverly. By Funry Georee. TFifty-second
Anniversary Edition, printed from new type: Red cloth,
1. In extra quxhiv binding, gold lettering and gilt top :
Marcne limp vexine, 28. Dark green lmp rexine, 3.

Bocial Problems. By, HeENry Grorce. New Popular Shilling
Edition in red cloth, Is. Rexine, 2s.

Protsction or Free Trade. By Hewry GrorGE. Abridged
" Edition : Paper, 84, Red cioth, 1s. Unabridged Edition :
Yaper, 18, 6d. Library (complete) Edition, 3s,
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NOTES AND NEWS

A campaign for the taxation of land values is to be
undertaken by Scottish local authorities this year.
The Daily Herold is informed that reports are being

prepared by experts showing how fown-and county’

couneils have had to pay enormous prices for sites for
housing schemes,

The reports are to bs popularised so that the facts
may be made known to the clectors.

The local authorities will then be asked to approach
Parliament for power to impose a tax on site values, =
Daily Herald (Soottish Edition), 17th January.

, # * * :

During a debate in the Oldham Town Council on a
proposal to sell a plot of land bounded by Charch Lane,
Lovd Strect, and Albion Strest for £10,750 it was
stated that the price worked out at £11 5s. 5d. a square
yard. —Oidham Evening Chronicle, 9th January.

* ¥ %

Last month we reported the judgment of Lord Mackay
in the case of the Scalpsie -Bay right-of-way dispute.
The Glasgow FHerald, 8th January, reported that the
Marquis of Bute has reclaimed to the First Division of
the Court of Session against the decision of Lord Mackay,
to have it declared that he has the sole and exclusive
right of property in the lands of Quien and Scalpsie in
the Tsland of Bute, free of any public right of way.

* % *.

From the heights of wealth, descend to the depths of
poverty. )

Visit the house of a young Swansea mother of five

children, whose husband is unemployed. She pays £1
a week rent and 7s. 9d. & week rates for it. The other
day she was arrested for stealing £5 11s. in postal orders.
She said to the detective, ““ All the money 1 had I gave
to the landiord.”
_ Her only good fortune, it seems to us, is that she came
vefore a merciful Bench. The magistrates, expressing
groat sympathy with her, bound her over for two years.
On hearing this decision the woman Tainfed.

Thatease would betragic enough if it wereunique. But.
there are thousands of people—and not only among the
ranks of the unemployed--who are suffering under the
burden of rental far beyond their means. Can nothing
be done to remedy that scandal 2—Jokn Bull, 4th
Janunary.,

* £ - %

The eroction of flats has ereated a demand for suitable
sites which in all parts of the district have consequently
risen greatly in value. T.and for this purpose in Muswell
Hill, Crouch End, Hornsey, Finchley and other parts
of North London has commanded as much as £7.000
to £8,000 per acre.—Annual Review of Messrs. Sturt and
Tivendale, quoted in~ the™ * Hornsey Jowrnal,” 17th
January, - - -

* * *

" Five years ago Amersham parish couneil coild
have acquired land for open spaces and Trecreation
grounds at a ecost of £5.000, but they were too poor.
Now they are in a position to spend over £10,000" for
the same land for the same purpoge.” *

So “says the Bucks Pree Press (10th Janunary)
reporting a meeting of the Amersham Parish Council.
The land in question was 281 acres at the end of
Hervines Road costing £6,900 and 64 acres in Woodside
Lane costing £3,250.  (ne reason for the rapid increase
in value is indicated by the statement of one of the
speakers that the population of Amersham had increased
by 56 per cent in the last ten years.
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ANNOUNCEMENT:

INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE

London, Septeniber, 1936

We are able to make the preliminary announcement
that the Infernational Union has decided to convene

The Fifth International Conference
to Promote Land Value Taxation
and Free Trade

which will be held fromr 1st to 4th September this
year, 1936, in London,

- At itz meeting in September last the Excoutive
of the Union had given general approval to the idea
of holding the Conference in London this summer
but an important detail wasg that of the financial
résources to bear the necessary expenses of prepara-
tion. The Finance Committee to whom the matter
wag referred have been placed in the fortunate
position of surmounting this initial obstaele, and
this by a special donation received “ for Conference
purposes 7 by a prominent and generous supporter
of the Union. The question remained—shail the
‘onference be organized for this year or next? and
the unanimous decision was in favour of 1936,

A determining factor in the choice of date for the
Conference was the holding of the Annual Henry
George Commemoration at the same time, for which
of course themost appropriate day is 2nd September.

- Membership of the Conference is open to all who
accept and approve the objects of the International
Union—to stimulate in all countries a public opinion
favourable to permanent peace and prosperity for
all peoples through the progressive removal of the
hasic causes of poverty and war as these are demon-
strated in the writings of Henry George. The
Conference Membership fee will be ten shillings and
merabers of the Union are invited to help in ensuring
the success of the Conference with any special

i donations they feel free to give.

The Executive of the Union will hold a special
meeting on 4th March to consider and plan the
details of Conference arrangements.

Notice of intention to take perscnal part. in the
Conference should be sent to our offices, 94 Petty
France, London, 8.W.1. For those whO'ar_e'una,ble
in any event to come to London, the roll will be
open for honorary subscribing membeis and we
urge every absent sympathizer to associate himself
or herself with the Conference in that way.

. Meanwhile we ask that this announcement be

reprinied by oll journals, in every country, devoled. to
Land Value Tazxation and Free Trade so that intima-
tion may be given o thelr readers and inuvitatiorn
conveyed to all with whom they are in touch.

| LAND VALUE TAXATION IN PRACTICE
| By A. W. Mapsen. Price 6d.

Reprinted as a pamphlet {rom the Appendix to Land
and Freedom by E. Verinder, Price 2s. 6d.
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THE END OF THE NEW DEAL

The final blow to President Rocsevelt’s New Deal
Policy is the decision of the Supreme Court that the
Agricultural Adjustment Administration is unconsti-
tutional. The purpose of the A.A A was to raise the
prices of farm products relatively tc those of manu-
factured articles. The method was to levy a tax,
called the ° processing tax,” upon the firsi processors
of certain farm products, that is to say on the person
or company applying the first manufacturing process
to these goods. The taxes could be, and no doubt were
passed on to subsequent processors and finally to the
ultimate consumers, go far as those consumers resided
in the United States. (The tax could not be passed
on to consumers abroad unless so much of the supply
came from the United States that the world price was
increased.) o

. The fund raised by the Government from the pro-

cessing taxes was used for the purpose of compensating |

the farmers who agreed to resiviet their production.
Tt will be recalled that in the early sfages of the policy
cotton plants were actually pioughed back into the
_ soil and young pigs destroyed so that they could not
reach the market.

The principal products affected, and the amounts of
‘the processing taxes in English equivalents  were :
" Wheat, 1s. 3d. a bushel; cotton, 2d. a 1b.; corn, 24d.
a bushel; pigs, 6s. a cwt.; rye, ls. 3d. a bushel;
tobaceo, 1d. to 1§d. a 1b.; sugar cane, 3d. a Ib. ; riee,
3d. a'lb. ; peanuts, }d. a lb. _

As the Louisiana rice millers contended in one of the
cases which came before the Supreme Court the pro-
cessing tax ““ was not a true tax.” Its primary object
was not to supply revenue to the Government bub to
transfer & certain amount of money out of the pockets
of the consumers into the peckets of producers. It
would be interesting to know what view the Supreme
Court would take if o similar point were taken with
rogard to the protective tariff, for whatever the ostensible
object may be its real purpose is to do precisely the
same thing, and it is the demand for protection that
keeps the tariff in existence.

Although the alleged purpose of the A.A A, wag to
put money into the pockets of the agricultural pro-
duoers, there can be no guestion that one of its results

was to raise or to maintain the value of land. - Indeed |

this was abpost an avowed intention, for the farmers
were being pressad by their mortgagees, and if the value |
of land conld be kept up that pressure would be lessened. |

1t iy always difficult in cases such as this to bring people

“under the A.A.A. Nevertheless, every increase in land

values means aningreased income going to non-producers
as against producers. In this the small landowner may
hope to benefit, but in the long run he wili lose. An
examination of the list of products subjected. to the

_processing taxes will show that the farmers themselves

paid a considerable share of these taxes.

The whole economic theory underlying this legis-
Iation was fallacious. It was wrapped up in high
sounding phrases, such as ““ restoring the balance be-
tween town and country,” or “ bringing the price of
farm products into equilibrium with the price of manu-
factured articles.” It was based upon the idea that
low prices are disadvaptageous and high prices a
blessing. Nevertheless, as the actual practice of this
theory demonstrated, low prices are (other things being
equal) a synonym for plenty ; and the administration
set itself to raising prices by eliminating plenty, and
ereating searcity.

Certainly profound changes had been taking place in
American coonomic life.  One of these was that it had
hecome possible to produce food and other agricultural
products more cheaply. The safety valve should have
been found, not in raising prices, but in redueing rents
to accord with the new gtate of affairs. The large land-
owners, and the banks and financial interests who had
lent large sums of money on mortgages of land, were all
against this ; and many of the small landowners were
porsuaded that their interests were identical with those
of the minority.

Another factor in the situation was that the industrial
workers had become impoverished and were not able
to buy as much as formerly. It is not necessary here
to repeat the esplanation of how this also was due to
the speculative advance of the value of urban, mineral
and other lands, or to eclaborate the tale of over-
capitalization based upon inflated land values. The
increase in protective tariffs in Xurope and elsewhere
also closed the market for American farm products .-
wtill further. Whether anything eould have been done
to stay this tendency at the London Feonomic and
Monetary Conference mugh remain in doubt; at any
rate the American Government dealt the final blow to
that Conference by its refusal to consider any proposal
for monetary stabilization, :

The lesson is clear, the market for basic sources of
food and clothing is to be found among the mass of the
people.  What every Government can do is to abolish
the weight of direct and indirect taxation which restricts
the purchasing power of the average worker, transferring
the burden on to the unearned value of land, and so
reducing land values and opening out avenues for em.
ployment in all branches of produetion upon more
equitable termas,

F.CR.D.

foe e
Building of houses to let is threatened with a new
paralysis. Difficulties are being met in proceeding with
slum clearance, and the Government’s allied scheme to

| end overcrowding is likely to be little mere than seraps

of paper. _
igher prices for land and the compensation provisions
of the Act, dealing with overcrowding, are the main
reasons for this. Another is the unsatisfactory nature
of the subsidy proposals in that Act.—Daily Herald,
20th Januoary. _
&= * *

Twenty acres of land in the parish of Merthyr Tydfil,

to distingnish between the interests of worker and of | with the mineral rights, were leaged in 1748 for 99

landowner. Many of the farmers were landowners
{subject to mortgages in most cases) and they did not
distinguish in what capacity they were receiving money

vears at £28 per anmum. When the lease expired (in
1847} it was renewed on payment of £30,000 a year.—
Western Mail, 12th December.
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WHY RID MUSSOLINI GO TO WAR?

An answer to this guestion is provided by Mr Louis
Fischer in an article in The New Statesman end Nation
(4th Januwary). He refers to the growth qf Ttaly’s
population from sixteen to forty millions in little over
a century, and the disproof of Malthusian forebodings
by the experience of all counfries. He interviewed
Bignor Rossoni, Minister of Agriculture, and member of
the Fascist Grand Council of Eightesn, who agreed that
intensive cultivation by small farmers produces more
erops and employs more men than big estates.

“You have a dictatorship. Why .dont you
nationalize the land ¢ ”

“ A dictatorship,” the Minister replied, “is a
peolitical matter, not an economic or social matter.
We cannot take away the land from the landlords,
‘Wo cannot even fix the price at which we compensate
the owners. Land prices are fixed in Italy just as
they are in France, America and other countries.
Wo shall proceed in the same way as we have in the
past and take over, with compensation, only those
lands which are not cultivated.” :

There is something it this for advocates of land
nationalization to ponder. The Minister added, if the
landlords wished to sell all or part of their estates,
-*“ that is all right.” He anticipatéd that they could in
this way place 2,000,000 hectares under cultivation and
settle 400,000 families in the next five years. The State
equips and stocks the holdings, and is repaid over a
term of 20 years. )

Mr Fischer’s comment is: “ This method must be
slow and inadequate, for it imposes a heavy financial
burden on the State. Many landowners have grown
extremely rich. by selling all or parts of their huge
‘ latifundia ’ at fancy prices. Moreover, many peasants
hesitate to assume such gigantic debts at the beginning
.of a new and difficult career. It is probably for this
reason that ¢ crowded ’* Italy has much untilled land.”

A Rome congress of Fascist peasant syndieates in the
provinces, reported in the Osservafore Romano of Tth
December, had. urged that this untilled land should he
divided, So Mr Fischer pressed his point and asked :
“You have a dictatorship. You can send people to
war, maybe to their death. Why cannot you take

vacant land away from the estate owners and give it

to the peasants ?

Signor Rossoni’s reply was: ““That is demagogy.
Peasants must be directed. ° Give land to the peasants.’
. That is a'phrase, There must be organization. We are

Fascists, not Socialists.” :

Further light on the real obstacle is given in an
interview with Bignor Ferrucio, the Under-Minister of
Corporations, who said: “The corperation tried to
find a coramon ground between the proprietor of the
factory and the workman. The proprietor, however,
~_remains the proprietor, and the ‘workers remain the
workers. . . . The regime of corporations iz not anti-
_ capitalist.” :

To which evidently we should add: The landlord
remains the landlord. The regime is not anti-landlord.
. Although shorn of its legislative functions the Senate
_ otill exists. It is “a symbol of conservatism and
‘especially of intimate ties with the Jand. The Senate
includes many heads of landed aristocratic families.

As long us royalty, nobility, and a powerful estate-
owning class exist, all the free and under-cultivated
goil of Italy naturally cannot
Jand-hungry peasants.” o
" Yet, strange to say, the leaders of the Fascists do not
stress the economic side of the Abyssinian war. - They

be distributed among |

say that although the wealth of Abyssinia is an element
in the problem the decisive reasons are moral and
political. Italy has a mission. We have a right to an
empire. War dignifies.

Perhaps, too, they remember how few are the Italian
inhabitants of Libya and Abwssinia. . In Eritrea there
are only 4,560 Italians, most of $hem officials or mission-
aries. In the whole Ifalian colonial empire there are
only 3,000 Italian peasants.

How is Mussolini to cut the Gordian knot$ Mr
Fischer says: “ Several weeks ago, one hears, he told
a number of foreigners that the Abyssinian war may lead
him to make a social revolution.. How he could do
that he did not say. But this is a pregnant thought.

‘Apparently, Mussclini realizes wherein he has failed.”

AGRICULTURAL POLICY

A Farmer’s Views
“ An interesting paper on  The Best Basis for Great

Britain’s Agricultural Policy "’ delivered by Mr A. G.
Btroet (the well-known authority and author of “ Land

M

Everlasting ” and other works), at the Farmers’ Club

‘on 9th December is reprinted in the December igsue
“of The Land Union Journal. We quote some extracts —
_. “T would here draw your attention to the great differ-
.ence in farming between production -and sales.
.Ainstance, T produce about 150 tons of hay psr annum,
‘but I don’t gell any hay as hay, 1 sell my hay in terms of

For

meat and milk. Let us, then, look at the sales, or rather
at the branches of farming from which our farmers obtain
their monsey income. In 1931 British farmers obtained
72 per cent from livestock, 2'18 per cent from wheat,
6-13 per cent from total grain, 3-25 per cent from sugar
beet, and the remainder largely from market garden
produce, hops, and a little from hay and straw. Any
alterations in these proportions since 1931 still leave
livestock the larger branch. o

“ Let us now consider a livestock policy and a'grain

. policy side by side. Our livestock products are or could
.-be superior in quality to overseas products.

Owr grain
products are, except for oats, inferior. When it pays a
farmer to keep livestock his land is kept in good heart ;

_when grain growing becomes attractive, too often the
_land is robbed. Our climate is more suited to livestock
‘of all kinds than to grain. The livestock branches of

farming wusually pay the highest wages. Livestock
farming makes it possible for the little man to stars, and

_also gives him. & better chance of competing with the latge

“farmer.
“farming in every part of Britain varies in direct propor-
tion to the amount of livestock farming carried on.

Grain growing does neither. The stability of

* But here is perhaps the greatest point to consider,
The wmajority of our farmers, both large and small, are

‘bugyers. of grain or ils equivalent as a feeding stuff for
their stock.  For that purpose i is @ raw material which
they use in the production of their main selling lines.
"Hens eat wheot, oll livestock eat ouis; and the gremier
“bull: of our barley is used as a feed for stock. '

WHEAT

- ¢ Let me give honour where honour is undoubtedly due
and say that the wheat guota has achieved that Alice-
in-Wonderish thing. It has done great good to a few
farmers and very little harm to any. '

Against that I would point out thal every one of you
Enows where in your own weighbourhood it has led to some
bad farming.

: QOaTs

* Farmers have, so I am told, greatly benefited by the
tariff on cats. I just cannot see it. As horse-feed one
can very fairly describe oats as power. - o
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if a kigher price for oals is a help to British farming,
why do not British farmers plead for a Ligh tariff on oil
and petrol ¢ .
Barrey

“ When our climate permits ug to grow first quality
barley, we ocan sell it at a fair figure, but the bulk is used
for feeding ; while our total production of barley only
brings in 1-97 per cent of our farmers’ income,

GrAIN GENERALLY

“Why should not all our home-grown grain be treated
on the lines of the wheat quota ¥  Gentlemen, lot us try
to keep our self-respect. You and T and mony others
have received financial kelp from ihe wheat quota, and
bought back our neighbour’s wheat for feed at half the
selling price of our own. Do we want to he treated
throughout our business like the liftle boy whose father
gave him half-a-crown with which to buy Daddy’s
Christmas present ?

“ Already we are tn danger of o very nasty charge—that
we are dole drawers. I would rather hove done with doles
and subsidies, and demand that for ocur main business,
livestock, we be treated like other indusiries. .

Svear Bzer

“ Again,let me give honour where honour iz due,andin
this instance say Hatly that I do so becaunse the cultiva-
tion of this crop means good farming, clean land, and
considerable employment. But again eoroes the ecriti-
eism that it is toc small, and always will be far too small
a proportion of our farming to provide an adequate basis
for our agricultural policy. Like wheat, it iy a nseful
sideline. But, unlike wheat, it is a sideline which would
never have existed save for logislation. )

“Thai o farmer may receive certain badly needed financial
help from any leyislation is one thing ; that this form of
investment in agricullure is o profilable one for the nation
@ another. The Greene Committee reported that the
sugar subsidy was not a good investment for the nation,
and although I have grown sugar beet several years,
including this season, I am conscious that they were
correct in their report.”

We have italicizod some of the more notable passages

which we leave without comment except to say that we

open our gyes to see such opinions printed in the Land
Union Journal.

Recent issues of the Secottish Groeer and Provision
Trader have carriod an informing coniroversy on the
reform of local rating in which Mr James T. Haxton of
St. Andrews has championed the rating of land values.

One confributor wished the ¥Eunglish system to be
adopted in Bootland. He is evidently not aware that
the economic basis of the two systems is practically the
same. They are both based upen a valuation of annual
value in their existing condition of land and improvements
together. They both burden the making of improve-
ments, and exempt the value of land from contribution.

Another objection related to a shop in & city rented at
£3,000 with a feu duty (ground rent) of £8. The objector
was unable to see where the revenne would come from
if land values were rated. Mr Haxton explained that
land value and feu duty are not the same thing. In the
case cited a great part of the rent might be land value,
In any event under land-value rating every property
would not bear the same amount of rates as at present,.

A Free Copy of “Land & Liberty” is an invita-
tion to become a Subscriber. 2d. monthly :
by Post 2s. 6d. a Year.

Fesruary, 1934

MR BALDWIN AND THE MINERS
By D. J. J. OWEN

Sia Tt is a pity that the public opinion which has
proved itself so effective in confrolling the foreign policy
of the country should be so helpless in the matter of a
fair deal for the miners. There is abundant evidence
that the conscience of the general public is as sensitive
to the unjust conditions of the miners as it was to the
iniquity of the proposed partition of Abyssinia. But we
are unable to make Mr Baldwin budge in this ecase.
The seat of the Secretary for Mines seeins more safe-
than that of the late Foreign Secretary.

I suppose the reason is that the public responded to
the educational efforts of the League of Nations Union
and similar bodies. But who can make the issues
simple and clear with regard to what seems a com-
plicated subject of coal-getting ? We seem to forget
that a Royal Commission on the Coal Industry reported
in 1926 (Cmd, 2600), the Chairman being Sir Herbert
SBamuel,  In that report the Commissioners say i —

We concur in the general conclusion that the
system of private ownership of this great natural
resource i open to grave objection. .. . A system
which vests the ownership of minerals under the
surface in the owner of the surface means that the
planning of the mines is influenced econtinually by
surface boundaries and surface rights. . . . Many of
the present defects of the industry in this eountry are
largely due to the fact that the miners have had to
adapt themselves to surface ownership. It is found
that on the average each mine has had to obtain
leages from no fewer than five mineral owners. Never-
theless, the areas of coal worked from any particular
pit have not necessarily been those areas which could
most economically be worked from that pit, but those
for which the mineowner has succeeded in obtaining
leases. The consequences have been an undue ex-
pense in development and a waste of time for the
miners in travelling underground to and from their
work. These defecis of the past are continuing in the
present, and will prejudice the future. There is still
no proper control over the disposition of the new
pits that are continually being sunk. . . . Nor is
there any remedy if an owner, refusing for any reason

. to leage his coal, withholds this national asset from
development.

There could be no clearer demonstration that the
mining problem cannot be separated from the general
guestion of the private ownership of all land. There
was no remedy for the withholding of coal or other
land from use when the Coal Commission reported.
Binee then, in the Budget of 1931, an attempt was made
through the tax on the value of land to begin to control
the hitherto worestricted monopoly in natural resources.
Had this land-value tax been allowed to operate it
would by now have been exercising its effects in making
it harder for owners of mineral resources, as well as
other owners of land, to impose crippling conditions on
would-be users.

When the public of this country vents its indignation
g0 justitiably regarding the Iot of the miner it should be
reminded that the Prime Minister and Chancellor of the
Fixchequer who consented to the “raw deal” for

“Abyssinia are the same men who wantonly and without

apy mandate repealed the 1931 Tand Value Tax, thus
leaving their friends in undisputed control of their
moncpolistic powers over the lives, not only of the
miners, but of all of us who must have access to Iand
for our livelihood.—In the * Manchester Guardian,’” 108
January.




LAND VALUATION AND THE USE OF LAND VALUE MAPS
The Exampiebf Denmark

The first assessment of the capital value of the land
in Denmark - made in 1904, following the Act of
1803, which revised the whole system of real estate
taxation and incidentally provided for the repeal of
the historic * hard-corn ” assessment of the com-
parative natural fertility of agricultural lands. The
valuation of 1904, and that of 1909, ascertained only
alue of the land, with buildings and

the composite

improvements included ; but in 1916, and at each
periodic valnation since then, a separate assessment
has also been made of the value of the land apart from
improvements. This separate assessment was the out-
come of the agitation for land value taxation, and
came. into existence before any tax or rate was actually
levied on unimproved land values. KEarlier, in 1911,
there had been trial valuations of several typical nrban
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Land Valuation and the Use of Land Value Maps—contd..

and rural districts to test the case for land value taxation, =

The year 1922 saw the enactment of a small national
tax levied from 1924 onwards at & uniform rate (equiva-
lent to one-third of a penmy in the pound} on the un-
improved value of all land in town and country. The
new tax made it obligatory to assess land value
_ separately, previous valuations of the kind having
been more in the nature of an experiment. The results
of the periodic valuations in 1924 and 1927 have been

reported in the columns.of Land & Idberty. The land. .

valuations are now made every fifth year,

In March, 1926, an Act was passed transferring a

certain amount of local taxation to the unimproved
value of the land, urban and rural—strictly Lmited
in the towns, but more generously applied in the country
districts. Taxation on buildings and improvements
(at a lower rate than on land value) and local income
taxes were unfortunately allowed to remain :

Meantime, the rate of land value taxation in Copen-
hagen, for example (adding national and local together);

is now 09 per cent—about 2}d. in the £ of capital;,

valoe, and it averages 1'9 per cent (4id. in the £)
in the country districts.

With each succeeding valuation more and morg.
accuracy and expedition is attained, and wmore and

more it is seen how essential is the aid of publicity
whereby common opinion can compare and approve
the resulbs.
their expression in the Land Value Map of Copenhsdgen,
officially published in book form in 60 sheets, one of

which is here printed by way of illustration. The map-
took shape as the result of the decision arrived at by
the district valuers (chairmen of assessment committees)

of the Meiropolis at their joint conference on 21st March,
1923, the work having been initiated by the Central
Valuation IBoard. The experience gained from the
1920 valuation gave practical direction, enabling the

map to he compiled for the 1924 valuation, and again "
for the valuation of 1927, and its effectiveness was fully-
The book of maps, -
which anyone can now purchase, gives a brief explana..®
a fuller description of,

the system is contained in a departmental publication.

addressed to the valuers in the provincial towns advis- .

demonstrated on both occasions.

tion of the methods involved ;

ing them to follow the same plan.

Mr K. J. Kristensen in his official capacity at the
Valuation Board is chiefly responsible for the idea
of the Jand value maps and for their preparation.
The map gives details as to the
street, and indicates the average value in crowns per

square metre of land of standard depth fronting on the. .

street or any section of it. In the older part of Copen-

hagen this standard depth is taken at 20 metres ; else--

where in the Metropolis and including the Frederiksberg
municipality, the standard depth is 30 metres. The
separate sites are all assessed in relation to this
street-price, while use is made of prescribed tables
to compute the average value per square metre of sites
that are greater or less in depth than the standard or
normal depth. Corner sites are given a special addition

for their position, and that addition also stands in a°

certain relation to the street-price. Xvery landholder
can, therefore, discover the value at which his ground

ought to be assessed, taking the street-price as the’
basfs, and see at the same time whether due considera- .

removal’
of these burdens is a matter for remedial legislation. -

-The systematic methods adopted find:

street-prices ”’ for every . .

tion has been given to special condltlons if such cxisi.
If he finds that there is disparity in the assessment
can get the valuation authorities to invesi
rmatter and have the mistake rectified. Xven moere
important iz the opportunity given to judge whether
the level of vaiues recorded in different neighbourhoods
has been correctly measured.

Aw [LLUSTRATION OF THE Map

The reproduction on the other side shows a purt of
the central district of Copenhagen.

"The map shows very clearly what relation there iy
between the value of one street and that of another ; and
it is for landholders and others comversant with real
catabe to assure themselves from a study of the map thai
the valuation observes a proper relationship, besitles
fixing assessments that are in agreement with the
reasonable market value. The street-prices are not

" defermined without thorough investigation of all the

facts as to prices and rentals that are available to the
valuers. Great pains are taken, especially in respect fo
the centre of the town, where values on main streets
and side streets differ so considerably.

The highest values are recorded on the main shopping
thoroughfare, a continuation of streets leading from
tke Town Hall Square eastwards through Frederiksberg
Gade (Frederiksberg Street), and turning north-west
at the edge of the map. The course of pedestrian
traffic often causes one side of the street to be more
valnable than the other. To repeat the example given
in our issue of lagt month (and to correct a mistake
muule) the highest *“ street-price ” is 1,700 crowns, which
means that land fronting the street at that point, and
if it has the standard depth of 20 metres, 1s worth 1,700
crowns {(£94) per square metre—approximately £79 a

‘squarve vard. If the frontage is 10 metres, the area

of the site is 200 square metres, and the value of the
site 18 340,000 crowns—equivalent to £18,880. If the
actual depth is less or more than 20 metres, the average
value 18 correspondingly higher or lower and ig worked
out from the valuation table provided. For example,
Jf t?u, depth is 12 metres, the average value of the site

129 per cent of the streef-price (in this case 1,700
(f!“(}‘w‘;’ﬂs), so making 2,193 crowns per square metre.
if that site has a frontage of 10 metres, its area is 120
square metres, and its value is 263,160 crowns——equiva-
lent to £14, 620. It is moticeable how very valuable
the land is on the main streets, and how suddenly the
vaiue drops but a few steps away. Where a figure
appears within a circle, it states the average value
in crowns per square metre of the whole area. A case
in point is the Tivoli Gardens and another is the
undeveloped land on the Ieft of the map, the site of the
old railway station and now city property.

The maps present results that must be proved by the
judgment of informed opinion, and it is vital that the
valuation should be submitted to that test. Tt is of the
greatest importance that the citizens should have every
facility by examining the strect-prices to control the
valuabtion in the making. It is of equal importance to
those in charge of the work that they are able to reap the
benefit of the guidance they can get from intellizent
criticism and discussion. In that way the assessments
assuredly come into line with the generally accepted
idea of the relation between the value of one piece of
land and the value of another. AWM.

(Beprinted from *Land & Lsberty,” April, 1928, Issue)

Published by the United Committee for the Taxation
of Land Values, Ltd.,, 94 Petty France, London, S.W.1

Fourth Printing-—Feb. 34
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AN INVITATION TO EVERY READER

We reprint lext of the letter which on 3rd December was addressed personally to each of our post-paid
subscribers. By his generous offer on behalf of the Jouwrnal and its welfare, our Australian supporter under-
tales o duplicate all contributions up to a given sum. By the express desire of this friend, the Fund is
coupled with the name of John Paul so that it be a memorial to Jokn Paul's work and a guarantee of its
confinaance. We now extend the invitation to all our readers, asking their favourable response. The Fund
is growing in a gratifying way, and with a further endeavour the sum named should be obtained. Will YOU

join in, and help to make this genial challenge good ?

JOURNAL FOR LAND VALUE
TAXATION AND FREE TRADE

(EDITED BY JOHN PAUL, 1894-1933)

Published by the Uwited Commiltee for the Taxation of Land Values, Lid,
Ddidor. A. W. Madsen, Associate Edifer, ¥. C. R. Douglas.

‘A POUND FOR POUND FUND

An Australian reader of Land & Liberty has made
an exceptionally generous offer, your acceptance of
which I earnestly invite. The offer is communicated
t¢ us throngh Mr P. J.-Markham, of Melbourne, in
the following terms :

“ With great pleasure I take up with you a
proposition by a good friend of the Henry George
movement in Australia on whose behalf 1 am
writing. He does not wish his name mentioned.
He is prepared to give £ for £ up to five hundred
pounds (£500) against amounts subsecribed to a
Fund which might be considered a memorial to
Jokn Paul. The Fund would be controlled and
at the disposition of the United Committes, but
the proposer desires that it be expended in some
way that John Paul would have liked.”

Every contribution, small or large, will be dupli-
cated up to the sum of £500 so that a total of £1,000
is attainable.

There was no question that John Paul would have
wished to apply any financial contributions of the
kind to guarantee and strengthen the Journal, the
service of which he regarded as of vital consequence.
The donor accepts this view and agrees that appeal
be made at once on behalf of the Land & Libery
Sustentation Fund, which initiated by John Paul
himself has stood the Journal in stead in more than
ohe emergency.

This splendid encouragement prompts to ira-
mediate action. An approach was necessary in any
sase to the goodwill of all who value the Journal.
It is almost superfluous to explain that the cost of
printing and publication greatly exceed theé two-
pence per month at which the paper is sold. Like
other propagandist papers, it does not and cannot
pay for itse but has to be subsidized from the
funds of the body responsible for its publication.
In our case this means that a financial burden falls
on the United Committee correspondingly limiting
1ts activities in other directions. '

Land & ILtiberty is universally accepfed by our
people at home and across the seas as an essential
agency. It is the link which binds the International
movement in very many countries. Its news,
instances and arguments are constantly being used
in debate and taken into the daily and weekly
papers and magazines by journalists free to make
use of sueh material. In this way the Journal
reaches out to a public that can be counted each
month by hundreds of thousands.

The purpoese of the Sustentation Fund will be
eminently served if the amounts contribiited are not
at the expense of donations normally given to the
United Committee or any other organization claim-
ing your support in promoting the movement.
For your response please use the enclosed form
which you will see provides for postponement, if
that is more convenient, of payment of contribution
to any named month in 1936.

I trust that this appeal will have your favourable
congideration so that backed by your aid we can
start 1936 in the assurance that the Journal will be
well equipped financially for its important work.
As to the service it tries to render, kindly apprecia-
tions are frequent in the office correspondence and
appended are extracts from some of the letters of
this nature received in the last two years.

Yours faithfully,
A, W, MapsEN.

REPRINT OF FORM—CAN BE CUT OUT FOR USE

LAND & LIBERTY SUSTENTATION FUND
94 Petty France, London, S,W.x

For Response to the £ for £ Offer
Flease receive herewith £ as special
donation to the Fund for maintaining the publication of
“ Land & Liberty ** and extending its influence and circulation.

17, liew of cash payment now, you may expect 0 receive
Jrom me the sum of £ duting the month

of ) ) in 1936.

NAME .

ADDRESS I

[Sex ovER]




%

TAND &

LIBERTY Fesruary, 1936

LAND FOR MANCHESTER'S AlIR
PORT -

Tor the purpose of establishing an air port at Ringway,

" Cheshire, the Manchester Corporation acquired by
compulsory purchase Fir Tree Farm, comprising about
124 acres. The price first asked for the land was
£13,200, or about £105 an acre. The question was

“taken to arbitration, and at the hewring before the

‘Official Arbitrator at Manchester Town Hall on 1lth

" October evidence was given on behalf of the vendor by
Mr Dugdale Dunlop, a land valuer sad agent, who said

“that his valuation worked out at £9,300, squal to £74

“an acre for the whole area. The farm buildings were
in good condition and the land was level. The farm

“wag rented at £282 a year. It was 250 feot above the
sea level and had good views of the surrovnding country
and the Derbyshire hills. The land was suitable for
building. Fir Tree Farm, added Mr Dunlop, was about
eight miles from the centre of Manchester. When the
Princess Parkway was extended it would open a wide
_and fast route to Manchester. R

The witness said that building development was
chiefly taking place on the south side of Manchester.

" The reason for this was that the north of the eity was

unattractive, smoky, cold, and to & large extent built
upon. On the easterly and westerly sides of the city
there was practically no land available for building
The only possible outlet for the city was in the Wythen-
shawe direction. , '
© Mr Dunlop said that the Manchester Corporation
purchased 2,500 acres in Wythenshawe at £80 an acre,
and later ap additional 1,000 scves at about £100 an
acre. Many millions of pounds kad been spent on the
development of Wythenshawe already. There were
nearly 5,000 houses completed, & number of large

* gchosld, a cinema, ete., and some factories. He expressed
the view that i the Corporation had not required the
land for another purpose the value of Fic Tree Farm for
building development would have been higher. Tt was

" one of the most pleasant areas in Cheshive.  Mr Dunlop

 said that he had himself sold 154 acves in Ringway for
building at £439 an ascre.  That land was within a mile

of I Tree Farp. o

Tn anawer 0 questions Mr Dunlep said that the farm
had been offered for sale by Lord Hgerton in 1932 for

| NEW EDITIONS
LfGHT ox THE LawD Quistiow: A frank inquiry into the

bringing the ** story of an idea * down to date. Attractively
printed, 28 pp. Price 6d. (The Author,.‘-‘ A Man in the
Street,” is o distinguished London journalist.)

TNEMPLOYMENT AND.THE Lawn. By W. R. Lester, M.A., This
ever-popular pamphlet has run through five editions within
the last fow years and the Sixth Edition is now prodused.
Price 1d. ' :

SCOTEAND AND SCOTSMEN. Henry Géerga’s famous Ghsgoxxf
Address, as cogent to-day as when it was delivered. Price 1d.

There are numerous commentators oOn modern Scotfish °

industrial conditions who should have this Address by heart.

Tay Emvgpom Come. Another Glasgow Address by Henry
George. A  social interpretation of the Lord’s Prayer.
: Price 1d., ’ o ’

Other Addresses by Henry George are ulso in print, in the
attractive Penny Pamphlets: ‘‘Moszs”; THE Crime or
Poverry ; THOU SHALT NOT STEAL: and  Jostiow THu
Opymor, TAXATION THE MEANS. . ’ T

ALL OBTAINABLE FHOM
“LAND & LIBERTY” OFFICES ~

£5.000. Later on it had been sold to the present owner
for £4.000 or £32 an acre.

My J. H. Hall, a land valuer, who was called as 5
witness for the Manchester Corporaiion, said he had
had thirty years’ experience of land sales in Cheshive
and had acted for the Manchester Corporation in eon-
nection with the managément of the Wythenshawe
ostate, Hs had prepared a valuation of the farm which
was £5.458, or £44 per acre. As agricultural land he

- placed the value at £40 an acre, plus another £4 for

potential value in the remote future.

The arbitrator reserved his decision. On  Z5th
Novembor the Manchester stated that his award was
£4.%85 or about £55 10s. an acre.

We do not refleet upon the arbitrator’s award. What
we would draw atbention to is the elements which on the
evidence for the vendor went to make up the value—
<950 feet above sea level,” “ good views,” “ a wide
and fast route to Manchester,” “ on the south side of
Manchester,” ** the only possible outlet for the city,”
and the creation of the Corporation’s great estate at
Wythenshawe, .

No doubt the buildings and jmprovements upon the
farm ars worth something, but ib i3 clear that most of
the value is due to items such as these ereated by nature
or by the adjoining community.

Birmingham Also

A% a meeting of the Birmingham Corporation on Tth
January when the promotion of & Bill to make further
provision for the protection of the civic aserodromes o
be constructed at Elmden, an addendum to the report
was carrded instroeting the committee  to consider
and report on the desirability of purchasing undeveloped
land in the suburbs where such land is Hkely to be
developed by the Corporation.”

My Norman Tiptaft, who moved the resolution,
pointed out that where public money bad been spent
on tand, development prices had risen in some cases by
hundreds of pounds por acre.  All he asked was that
the general guestion should be cousidered and then, if
ihe commitiee reportad in favour of land purchase as
a general principle, specific instances vronld doubtless
he brought forward.

The reschution was seconded by Mr (looper, who gave
instances of where land had been enormonsly increased
locally in value becanse of the development work done
hy the Corporation.

Mr W. 8. Lewis told Mr Tiptaft that he was advo-
cating rank Hocialism which was Hametrically opposed
4o the views of the Unionist party. For years the rate-

Land Value Policy by a Man in tho Street. Second editicn | opayers had bheen absolutely flesced by speculators in

the explottation of land upon which huge sums had been
expended by the Corporation.

My Sawyer said it was refreshing to hear this change
of opinion outside the Labour Party. Ho halieved the
taxation of land values would have the effect of solving
many of our economic problems.

A large plot of land known as = Bradloy's Field,” on
the Doncaster road, Scupthorpe, has been sold for
£7 000 for the erection of a super cinema.

The site is one of the few remaining spaces loft in
the centra of Scunthorpe and was once eonsiderod by
the loenl urban roumeil as 2 possible one for their town
hall scheme.

Tt was sold just after the war for £900, which gives
an jodication of the rapid increase in the valuation of

" Jand at Scunthorpe.—~DLaidy Independent, Sheffiold, 20th

Dccembm‘.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

 AUSTRALIA
Federal Land Tax

The latest (seventeenth) report of the Commissioner
of Taxation for Australia, dealing with the year 1933.
34, containg some interesting particulars about the
Federal Land Tax. Our readers will recollect that the
lsgislation embodies two objectionable features. Omne
ia that the first £5,000 of capital land value is exempt
from taxation (execept in the case of absentee land-
owners). The other is that the rate of taxation is
strongly gradnated. The tax on the first £1 of capital
value in excess of the amount exempted is 1d:, rising
to an average rate of 23d. per £ where the taxable
value 19 £75,000, the excess over that figure being taxed
at Gd. in the £, The rate on absentees is in all cases
td. more than for a resident.

The rates of texation after being raised during the
war were subsequently reduced and are now, as stated
above, somewhat less than when the tax was introduced
in 1910.

The amount of land valuve which by reason of the
sxemaptions escapes liability to the Federal Land Tax is
considerable. A rough estimate of the unimproved
valwe of land in Auvstralia is £840 millions, and, as the

value subject to this tax is only £256 millions, ap.

proximately 73 per cent of the land value is exempt.
One-object of the tax was to procure the subdivision
of large estates, This objeet hag been partially secured.
This return shows that since the Act came into force
over £151 miilions of unimproved value have passed out
of the taxable field. This can happen in two ways:
by the sale of land worth under £5,000 by absentees to
residents ; end by the subdivision of land held by

regidents into parcels worth under £5,000. The retwm |

unfortunately does not show the number of assessments
at each range of valmes. The total number of tax.
payers shows an increase between 1910 and 1933 from
14,920 to 23,317, which confirms that there has been
some sgubdivision. - : :

It is clear, however, that legislation of this kind is
an imperfect method of achieving even this limited
purpose, apart from the wider aim of land-value taxation
in promoting the use of land generally and securing
communal values for public use. A flat rate tax of,
say, 2d. in the £ on all land values without exemption
. would have been much more effective. .

Anocther point that emerges from the report is that
the nnimproved value of the land liable to the fax has
in the 23 years from 1910 to 1933 increased . from
£184,446,000 to £256,045,000. To this however should
be added the value of the land which has passed out of
the taxable field. The value of this at the various
times when it passed out was £151,225,000. It may be
safely assumed that the present-day value is not less
than this figure. Hence, the value in 1933 of the Jand
originally liable to tax was at the least £407,270,000.

The incresse in value is therefore a minimum of |

.£232,824,000, or 121 per oent. This gives some indiea-
tion of the way in which land values in Australia have
~ increased.. : o

The Library of the Graduate School in Land Eco-
nomics, Central Political Institate, Nanking, has been
supplied on reguest with copy of the volume of Edinburgh
Conference Papers. (This informing compendinm on
the Land Value Policy and Free Trade is obtainable
price 28, 6d. from our offices.)

POLL TAX IN EAST AFRICA

. “During the strike in a copper mine in Northorn

|

Rhodesia last May six men were killed and 26 wounded

- by rifle fire from the police. The cause of the strike

was an announcement that the poll tax on the mine
workers was to be raised from 1Zs. 6d. to 15s. with
retrospective effect from Januarv. Dr Norman Levs,
reviewing the report of the Commission of Enquiry in
the New Statesman and Notion (4th January), says the
canse of the rioting that led to the'loss of life was the
hullying of the strikers by the police. '
This deplorable incident appears to have been due
not to any dizorderly conduct on the part of the natives,
but to * unnecessary and provocative  action by the
police. An anterior cavse of the strike itself seems to
have been the failure of the Glovernor to comply with
the general instruction to consult the tribal authoritios
before introducing any legislation affecting the intere:sts
of the Africans. In this particular case the increased
tax on the mineworkers was offset by a reduction in
1ax on other natives, and as most of the taxes are in
‘the end paid out of the mineworkers’ earnings the total
sum to be paid was not increased. .
.. The whole system of poll taxes is objectionable and
should be abolished. They have to be paid in money
and the only source from which money can be obtained
is by the native hiring himself to the mineowners. ' It
is a device for securing cheap labour in the mines, for
the natives do nét desire to work in the mines and can
keop themselves comfortably by working on their
land.
" Mr Leys says: “ The Report gives 23s. 6d. as the
average monthly cash wage of mineworkers, and 35s.
to 12s. 6d. as what labourers on the Eurcpean estates
are paid. What makes wages, in Northern Rhodesia,
practieally the sole soufce of the poll tax money is the
fact that no part of the country is nearer to the gea
than two thousand miles, so that there is nothing for
Africans to grow for sale and export—nothing at least
that they have been told about. That is why wage-
carners have in all East African countries to pay most
of the taxes of relatives who grow the family food
supply. Thus in Kenya, where the tax is 12s., the
average tax money paid by the average wage-earner is
28s. By contrast, in both Kenya and Northern Rho-
desia, BEuropeans have to pay hardly any direct taxation.
An income of £000, for example, pays only £15.

“These African copper mines have international
importance. Copper being one of the things of which
the world produces more than it needs, production is
restrioted to keep up the price. And as the labour of
an African paid ninepence a day is a‘far grester source
of profit than the labour of an Amerjcan citizen paid
five dollars a day, one result of the African venture
is bthat thousands of American citizens have lost their
jobs.” o

* 8o the evil consequences of this policy spread from
one continent to another.

' FRANCE

" The Council of the Department of the Seine has on the
motion of M. Georges Lemarchand adopted & resolution
calling upon Parliament to give the Department power to
levy a special tax for the purpose of recovering the inecrease
in land value due to the making of highways, provision of
means of transport and other public activities.

In an article in the Petit Parisien (17th Scptember)
M. Aristide Véran dealing with this proposal gives a
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rumiber of remarkable exemples of increase of la,nd values
culled from official sources,

Land at the corner of the faubourg Montmarire and the
e Bergére was let in 1427 at 32 francs and sold in 1702
for 26,000 francs. Two centuries later this land was
worth 27,000,000 francs.

In 1613 the gardeén of the Luxembourg was bought by
Marie de Medici at the rate of 9 centimes a square metre.
Half a eontury later the price had doubled. But the
greatest advance took place during the Ninetoenth century.
Between 1793 and 1902 the average price per square metre
of land at Vaugirardinereased from 58 centimes o 85 francs’;
ini the rue de la Chaussée-d’Antin from 11 francs to 960
francs ; in the faubourg Montmartre from 28 francs to
1,304 franes.

This great increase in” value, says M. Véran, is due in
great part to works carried out by the city and the develop-
mcnﬁ of mearis of transport, paid for by the public but
solely benefiting the owners of land. He concludes that
the proposed tax will gain for the commumity & legitimiate
part of the wealth created by its sacrifices. :

In an article in Terre et Liberté from which we take these
particulars, Mr Sam Meyer. points out the idea is deceptive:
As soon as or even before any Improvement scheme iz
adopted the increase in value has alrcady talen place’
The owners of land. know very well the direction in which
the eity must expand. Propoesed improverents are in the
air Jong before they are formally voted vpon. When that
time arrives the inerement of value i3 no longer iutm"e but
realised.

All atternpts which have been made to co]lect the
inerease of value due to public works have been largely
abortive. In fact the problem is wrongly fermuiated-—it is
not to collect the increase of vahie due to each isolated
expenditure, but to collect the whole wvalue which -is
continually being created and maintained by the cormmunity:

Other-articles in the latest issue of Terre et Libertd include
& valuable survey of Agrarian Reform in Russia by
M. Daudé-Bancel, and an article on Land Reform in
Czecho-Blovakia by Prof. Borodaewsky with a eriticism by
Mr I’avlos Giennellia, X

GERMANY

Recent issues of Bodenreform, the organ of the Germans
Land Reform Union, contain much of interest. An article”
in the issue of 17th November on the Increase in Price of
Building Land quotes from Die Deutsche Volkswirtschaft
{German Economy), the official economic journal of the
Nazis, statistics indicating the rapid inerease in recent
years in the price of land. The official comment is:
“ As in current years, apart from quite short periods of
sﬁoppa.ge, the activity of the land market has been main-
tained, one may very WBH eount upon relatively satisfac-:
tory ‘figures for this year.” Bodenreform’s comment is:
*“The figures are only satisfactory in that they prove a
rising desire for land settlement on the part of the Jand-
hungry people of the towns. This healthy desire will
naturally be frustrated by the unfair inerease in the price
of building land.” The same issue coniains an article by
Dr Heinz Potthoff on Fhe Pure Land-Value Tax in which
he says: * All land-reformers are agreed in this, that the
best, the only just tax, on land is a puretax on its value,
It should fall neither upon the buildings nor upon the
products of labour that the owner or occupier of the land
has produced. The special object of taxation is the rent of
land, the vnearned income which comes from the owner-
ship of the land.”

The issue of 22nd December contains an appreciative
notice of Mr Verinder’s Land and Freedor.

The issne of 15th December contains an article by
Professor Siegfried Sitte of Vienna explaining how taxation
of buildings and improvements impedes production and
leads to land becoming unused, and staiing the case for
raising public revenues by atax on the economic rent of land.

For your Library—Indexed Bound Volumes of “Land &
Liberty,”” priee Ten Shillings, are now ready. The, priee of
the Index alone is One Shilling.

ARGENTINA

From the offices of Tribuna Georgista (Defensa 553,
Buenos Aires), the journal of the Argentine Henry George
Federation, comes a new édition of the classic work
Rivadavia y las Legislacion de las - THerras Publicas
(Rivadavia and his Land Laws) by Andrés Lamas.

This work was first published in 1882. Tt containg an
historical account of the circumstahces leading up to and
the passage of Bernardino Rivadavia’s land legislation
in 1826. The object of his reform was to give security of
possession to the user of the land while at the same timé
seeuring for the community its rent. This measure was in
advance of the time and 1is benefits were not understood
by the masses. Within a short time it was swepf away
by the. tyrant Rosas who distzibuted the publie lands o
his soldiers a8 Roman conguerors had done of old.” v

The second part of the heok contains an- exposition of
the economic privciples nvolved. Lamas does not refer
to Henry George, and i may be inferved that he was not
acquainted with his writings,  Hiz knowledge of English
writers appeoars to have been obtained from French or
Spanish translations of their works. He points cut vhat
Ricardo did not draw the pyoper deduction from his law
of rent, and that Malthus failed to observe that it was the
iricrease of rvent, not the increase of population, which
impoverished the majerity of the people.

If Lamsas did not know of George’s teaching, this is a
remarkable example” of -the- smulta.neous dlscovery of
basic principles.

The volume containg an introduction, l‘eprmted from the
edition of 19414, by the distinguished Uruguayan statesman
Dr Manuel Herrera v Rm-,.slg ‘It containg 112 clo&:ely
printed pages and i3 sold at the extremely low price of
20 centavos. It would thercfore be unfair to criticize the
paper or the type, but we may hope that some day it may
be possible to reprint this great book in a still better form
and with an index, It i3 & book which ought to be in the
hands of every person who kiows the Spanish language:

AUSTRALIA
The Sugar Monopoly

The Australian government has renewed for a further
peviod of five years the agreement with the supar interests
and the embarge upon foreipn sugar, but the eampaign
against this monopoly has stirred up great public interest.
The Henry George Leagues havo played an important part
in the controversy and much valuable educational work
has been done.

The original (a,pxtdl of the Colonwl SBugar Reﬁmng
Company was £2,425,000, which has boen watered up to
£14,600,000 on which an annual dividend of 12} per cent
iz paid. Moreover, the original capital has been returned
to the sharchold in eash bonuges.  The consumption of
sugar in Australia is 300,000 tons which sold at the wholesale
price of £33 a ton. Of the same sugar 200,000 ions is
exported to Creat Dritain and sold l_).ere at £8 a ton after
paying duty of £2 a ton. It is hardly surprising to learn
that the sugar monopoly has cost the conswumers of
Aunstralia £7,000,000 4 vear, or il its.ten yéars of e usipa TV
a total of some £76,000,000,

Large sums of money have been spent by the sugar
ntorests in advocating their case. Last October, Mr A. G
Huie, secretery of the N.8.W. Henry George League wrote
to the Sydney Truth in reply to an article which had
complamed of criticism of the sugar embargo and urged
its contimm.ncu He received the following letter from the
editor : " Replying to your letter on this subject, T think
that you are ander & _misapprehension when you accept
the matter contained in Truth with regard to the Sugar

industry as being an expression of opinion of this newspaper.
This matter is adv ertising and is inserted by the Queensland
SBugar Growers' Association and ,appears in all newspapers
throughout the Commonwealth.

In 1930, when the provious renewal of the agreement was
under dhcuaﬂon & member of the Henry George League
wrote to the trade union paper The Labor Cull protesting
i against the publication of articles in support of the wealthy
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sugar mterests, He received. this reply: “ We have to
inform vo- that the articles appsaring in the Liabor Cull
on the Sugar industry are paid for at advertisement ratos
and wre approved by the Australian Workers” Union.”
Home people wonder why the texation of land values,
mainty by local authorities, hag not done more good to
Australia. The existence of this and many other protec.
tionist monopolies is the answer. . Indivect. taxation eculd
be abolished if land values were taken in taxation. The
worliers would be better off and industry would be free to
expand with cheaper machinery and raw materials. The
agitation over the sugar monopoly has been a striking
means of bringing these truths home to many peaple.
(An article by Mr E. J. Craigie, M.P., Scuth Australix.
on this sabject will appear in our next issue). .

SOUTH AUSTRALIA - -

This year South Australia celebrates the-centenary of
its foundation. A correspondent in the Obsérver (12¢h
January) recalls that it was established upon the basis
of the theories of BEdward Gibbon Wakeficld and is an
illustration of & * planned economy,” although like many
plans it did not work out in accordance with the anticipa-
tiong of its author, . ) .

In the *Thirties England was anxious to find an outlet
for her “surplus ” population, rendered surplus by the
combined effects of high protection, heavy taxation, and
high. land prices. Settlements had already been made in
Wostern Australia, notably -at Swan River, but they hLad
features which did not please -the powers-that-be in this
country. Wakefield’s account of the Swan River Setile-
ment is familiar t6 many who have nsver seen his England

and America by the extensivé. guotations from it made by

Kayl Marx in Das Kapitel (Vol. I, Chap. 25).
Marx says:- - - - o R
1. G. Wakefield’s great merib is, not that he discovered

" anything new concerning the colonies, but that he dis-

covered in. the colonieg the fruth as fo conditions of
capitalist production in the mother country. Just as
the system of protection in its early days tried to manu-
facture capitalists artificially in the mother comatry,
g0 Wakefield's colonization theory, which England
atterapted for a while to enforee by Act of Parliament,
tried to manufacture wage workers in the colonies.
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Wakelfield spoke of this as “‘ systematic colonization.” |
First of all, he discovered that in the coloniex the |

ownership of money, the means of subsistence, machinery,
and other means of production, do not suffice to stamp
the owner as 4 capitalist unless there also exist, as corre-
lative wage workers, other persons who are compelled
to soll themselves * voluntarily.” He made the dis-
covery that capital is not a thing, but a social relation
between persons, and a relation dotermined by things.
Mr Peel, he says lamentingly, took with him from England
to Swan River, Western Australia, means of subsistence
and means of produstion to the value of £60,000. e had
the foresight to take with him in addition 3,000 persons,
men, women, and children, members of the working
class. But, on arrival at his destination, My Peel was
“left without a servant to make his bed or feteh him
water from the viver.”  Poor Mr Peel, who had provided
for overything, except for the export of the English
relations of production. ¥e had forgotten to bring these
with him to Swan River. ' .
Wakefield, however, knew what it was that Mr Peel had
not brought with him. It was land monopoly. And he

proposed Lo overcome the diffieulty by baving the Govern- |

ment fix the price of land at such a high price that the
labourers from England would not be able to acquire any
and 50 become producers on their own.account. ‘To make
matters doubly sure he added that the money received fiom
the sale of land to such as did manage to find sufficient money
to purchase should be used in importing more tabourers
to take the place of those who succeeded in setting up
for themselves,
that s one high enough “ to prevent the labourers from

hecoming independent landowners until others had followed

to take their place.” .

The State must fix a sufficient price,” !

29

"It was uporni this basis that the colony of South Australia
wag founded, but all did not turn out acecording to plan.
To quote the writer in the Observer » ** Instead of the land
being cultivated, and the prodace being sold, thus bringing
i a legitium_i-eiy arned revenus, the original settlers
spw 8 quicker weans of wmaking money.  They speculated
with the land they had bought.  The turoover was sent to
Iingland to stimulate imrmigration, snd more people came
sut and bought more land ; but mstead of eultivating the
land, buyers merely gambled in land wvaluss, Meanwhile
the labourers had no work $¢ do and beecame a charge on
the government. By 1841, 299,000 acres were sold, but
only 2,500 acres were under cultivation. It was a bubble
that had to burst.”

The governor issued doles to the unemployed, but the
commissioners in England refused to honour the hills, A
new. governor was senb out in the person of George Gre
and under him mstters were put on a sounder basis.  Sir
Gleorge Grey was & land reformer, and was later responsibie
for the first steps in the way of taxation of land values
taken -in New Zealand, and when he became acquainted
with Henry George’s ideas, thoroughly approved of them.
It would be interesting to know what measures he adopted
it South ~Australia, and how far they embodied the
principle, L o
TASMANIA

Mr Sydney -F. Strudwicke of Hobari writes :—

« The privileged class is almost as exclusive and haughty
here as in the old Country. The principle features of
Tasmanian Colonisation were huge land grants to favourites
of Governors ete., and to influential settlers, the assignment
of conviet labour, both male and female, to the wealthier
settlers on terms little removed from slavery, amd the
exclusion of the frée working class from natural oppertunity
until:fliey had been many yoers iri the Colony and had, in
rare instances, saved a sufficient sum.to acquire land by
purchage.. The fruit of these conditions remains.to. the
present day in huge holdings of the most valuable land by
sheep run owners, and absolute monopely of all suitable
or desirable Jand near the towns and chief centres. Nearly
as large a3 Ireland, equally as fertile, with a betier climate,
and still magnificent timber and mineral rescurces,
Tasmania is an empty land with less than a quarter raillion
people, of whom meny thoussnds are poverty stricken and
unemployed. '

Among publications received are: FREEDOM TFoRr
Moraees, by John O'Kelly Smith published ($1.75) by
Dorrance & Co., Philadelphia, & new and original presen-
tation of the idea of endowment of motherhood, showing
that the idea ean only be achieved through land-valus
taxation ; Ture Raptcar REMEDY FoR CHRONIC EcOoNOMIC
Yiis, by J. B. Chamberlsin, the Burleigh Press, Kensington,
Md.; CrurcH AND Socrery, by Laughton Ellis of Perth,
W.A.; A JerrEmson-LiNcoLN SymposruM, by Leurie J.
Quinby, Davies Printing Co., Los Angeles; A PriNTER
TeLrs tEx PrEsipExT, by H. Ellenoff, published by the
Author at 409 Pearl Street, New York City ; TeE ProprEM
oF Taxarion (No. 46 in the  Everlasting To-day ™ Serios),
by John H. Allen, New Jersey ; How EcovoMic J¢NORANCE
CavsEs DrerrusstoN, by Peter Witt, Cleveland ; Goverx-
MENT INTERFERENCE IN INDUsTRY, by BSir Andrew
McFadyean, published (6d.) by Lovat Dicksen, London.

Hexs as Bog SMmuecLEES.—Eight farmers with fields
on the German-Dutch frontier at Rothenbach have.
been: sentenced to.five monthy” imprisonment each for
teaching their hens to © smuggle ”’ eggs over the frontier.
The farmers fed them on Dutch territory, where corn,
reeal and chicken food are cheaper, and then drove
them into (erman .corners of their field, where nest-
hoxes were placed. Customs officials calculate that-the
heng took 1hore than 2,000,000 eggs duty free into

i Germany.—News-Chronicle, 16th Décember.
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- NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF }I{Ay"p

YALURES, LTD., 24 Petty France, London, §.W.1.
WMadsen, Secretary ; F. €. R, Donglag, Assistant Secretary ;
V. E. Lester and C. E. Crompton, Hon, Treasurers. (Tele-
phone : ‘Whitehall- 6008. Telegrams ; ' Eulav, Sowest,
London.™) -

The Committee held its first {general} mecting for 1936 on the
15th January reviewing the wotk of last year and drawing up
plans for the next. A report will be issued to all snbscribers
and copies may be had by any of our readers on application.
Financial statement for 1935 showed a total revenus of £2,421

_incinding the surplus of £656 with which the vear began.

Expenditare was £2,369 leaving a surplus of £52. Chief item of
expenditure was £483 devoted to special propaganda, of which
£150 in connection with the municipal campaign and (119
on the General Election, with £214 spent otherwise on meetings,
the press burean, pamphlets and leaflets and the distribution-of
these, free or marked copies of the Journal to numerous addresses,
and postal campaigns by means of circulars with explanatory
literature enclosed, The total number of circulars sent out in
connection. with these various branches of work was 31,660.
Apart froo that kind of postage, the cost of the ordinary corre-
spondence concerned with individual inguiries for information
or demands for this or that service, what may be cailed the
day-to-day burean work of the office, was (56 und if this be
reckoned out in stamps it will indicate the compass of our
contacts. In addition there were the postal expenses eatered
separately to the separate accounts of the Henry George Founda-
tion and the International Union.
" The maintenance of Land & Liberéy apart {rom establishinent
expenses and deducting the subscriptions and sales and the
domnations specially given for the Journal, cost 272, By that
token, the invitation we give to our readers for special support
through the ** Sustentation Fund ™ is abundantly justified.

Accounts of the Henry George Foundation {of which the
Committee. are the Trastees) were also passed. The sales .of
books-and pamphlets during the-year amounted to £424 and
last month we gave a list of these--8,600 Henry George titles,
2,370 books by other authors, 5,380 Henrv George Addresses
and 20,950 pampblets by other anthors: aliogether 38,580
publications, The Trust Deed of the Foundation requires that
the Fund be used only for the publicalion, advertising and
dirculating of Henry George’s works and kindred literature
and may not subsidize any other form of work. The Foundation
is endowed by 2 terminable annuity for a pericd of ten years
only, of which seven years have already run; but the founder,
Louis P. Jacobs, animated by the hope that others would be led
to {ollow his example, so framed the trust as to facilitate its
re-endowment by legacies or donations given for the purpose.

The Foundation has undoubtedly done a very great work in
providing for the whole movement the new and cheap reprints
of most of Ienry George’s works making them better known than
ever, and placing on our market many books and pamphlets
by other writers. The catalogue of the Foundation now comprises
51 different titles, a most comprehensive library on the Land
Value Policy and Free Trade, dealing with the subject in ail
its varied aspects. . ‘

Publications announced last month included new editions of
Light on the Land Question, of Unemployment and the Land
{Lester) and of the two addresses by Henry George: Scotland
and Scotsmen and Thy Kingdow Come. These are now ready and
are advertised elsewhere in our columns. _

It is noticeable that scveral.of the books that are available
in different bindings sell more readily in the more expensive-
setting, This is trae of Profection or Free Trade, more of the
1s. cloth bound being sold than of the 6d. paper-cover edition.
It is true also of the Gems from Henry George which may be had
for 6d. in stiff paper covers or for 1s. in cloth. The book in the
latter binding was exhausted and supplies have been made good
by re-binding in cloth most of the stock of the cheaper edition,
The Gewms from Henry George comprises 107 pages of selections
from all the works so skilfuily arranged as to make a conspectus
of the social philosophy Henry George ieaches, and * he who
runs may read.” Tt is an admirable gift book.

Tast mopth three conmumunications were sent to the Labour and
Liberal Members of Parliament, covering the circulation - of
sendry publications. The first called atiention to the progress
of the Municipal campaige and enclused Cities Held to Ransom,
Land Value Taxalion in Pructice, the Memorandum on Methods
of Local Tasation and reprints from the Land Velue Maps of
New York and Copenhagen. This was {ollowed by a letier te
Tabour M.P’s enclosing reprint of the Labour Party’s official
Notes for Speakers advocating Land Value Rating, and to Liberal
M.P.’s enclosing the leafiel Fdls Lapd Means Idle Men, published
officially by ithe Women's Mational Liberal Federation. The
third communication ‘was to Labour M.P.'s with last month’s

¢ industry. )
: money and although the avenies 1o 1t stand- wide open,” we

Land & Liberty marking the leading article on  Coal Royalties
and Miners” Wages 7 ; the same being sent to the chief offices
and leaders of the Miners’ Federation as well as to a nimber of
candidates unsuscessful ‘at the General Election prominently
associated with the guestion of bhetter cofiditions in the mining
This is the kind of special propaganda which costs

cannot in present state of the finances explore them as we would.
1t is another case for appealing for the means that will pu{ more
om the revenue side of the ** budget ™ that we have as our guiding
rad for the ensuing vear. o

In the Scois Town agnd Couwnty Councillor the controversy
between Sir Henry Keith and Mr Douglas on * Local Income
Tax  is concluded in two articlss from the two contestants
which appear side by side, Mr Madsen spoke in Birmingham
on 23rd January. February engagements: Mr Madsen on
“Lessons from Russia® at Portsmouth on the 198h ; Mr Douglas
in 5t Jude's Hall, Railton Road, Herne Hill, on * Social Credit ™
on the 5th, and in Nottinghain on the 27th, addressing the joint
conference of the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Societies of
Rating and Valuation Officers.

ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, Gemeral Secretary.
7 Bi. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C. 2.
{"Phonz : Temple Bar 7830) : .

TorRTHCOMING MEETINGS. :

Wed. Feb. 3th.~-5.%W. Bethnal Gresn Young Liberal Association,
182 Tethinal Green Road, E.2: Fredk
Verinder. 9 p.m.

Sun., Feb. th——i. W. Madsen, B.Sc., Editor of Land &
Liberty : " Lessons from Russia.”” 8 p.m.#

Thurs., Feb. 13th.—Brighton and Hove Women’s Liberal Clab,
26 Gloucester Place, Brighton: J. Athell
Robertson. F.R.(.S., F.5.A.(Scot.), * Land
Values and Social Justice.” 3 p.m.

Fri. IFeb. 14th—Sputhend-on-Sea Women’s Liberal Association,

Liberal Hall, C(larence Road: Fredk
Verinder, ” Women's Interest in the lLand
Qauestion.”” 3 p.m. : :

“un., Yeb 16th,—John E. Grant (Author of ' The Problem of
War and its Sofution™ ) : * War.” 8pm.*
Sun., Feb. 23rd —Speaker {probably M.P.) from the Mineworkers’
Federation. 8 p.m.* - :
Sun., Mar. Ist.-—John A Pinckheard, A R.I.B.A., ** Architecture
and its Place in Society.” 8 pm.*" - -
Wed., Mar. 4th.—Woodford Women’s Libetal Association (Epping
Division} : Fredi Verinder, "' The Burden of
the Rates.”” 3 p.m. : ‘

* The Sunday Meetings will be held in the League’s Lecture.
Room, at 7 S5t Martin’s Place. They are arranged by the Library
and Debating Sub-committee, of wiich Miss Edith Hill 1s
Hon. Sec.

The Eccuomic Lectures by Andrew Maciaren, M.P., will be
contioued on Tuesdays at 8 pom.  Anv interested persons will be
welcomed.  Admission free.  Collection.  Refreshments. .

Mr Maglaren will be glad if anv friends who wish to have
difficulties cleared up, or who have met with objections to which
they cannot readily find a satisfactory reply, will give him an
opportunity to discuss there matters at the Tuesday meetings.
A suggestion has heen made that an evening might be profitably
devoted, now and then, entively to the answering of questions
and objections, without a formal lecture.

SC0TTISH LEAGUE : William Reid, 9 Woodside Crescent,
Glasgow, C.2. (Phore : Douglas 55589.)

Our President, Bailie Peter Burt, is 1o speak to the Freedom
Club on Direct Labour and VPrivate Xnterprise in Municipal
Tindertakings, on Thursday, 13th Yebroary.

Since last notes were written, Captain A. R, McDongal has
spoken to the Freedem Club and has declined nomination as
Liberal Candidate for Ross and Cremarty. Mr Otto Ommer has
spoken to the Edinburgh-5t. Leonard’s Branch of the 5.5.P.,
and has acted as a Sub-agent for Mr Cleghorn Thomson,  the
Labour candidate i ihe Scottish Universities By-Election.
YThe writer uaderstands that another of our members, Mr
Trougias MacDonuld, Chairman of Executive, also declined to
consider nomination for Ross and Cromarty. -

Among letters to the newspapers have been Alex Campbeli
in the Evening Times on Highland Road Improvement-Schemes ;
William Reid in the Glasgow. Hevald on Social Credit; "A. -J.
Mace in the Lvening Cifizen on Mining Royalties ; and William
Nenpedy in the Glasgow Hergld on the Finance of the Highland
schemes. . - :

The Committee will supply a list of prize-winners to those who
took part in the retent scheme for raising additional funds.
Anyone inadvertently overlooked might kindly notify - the
Secrefary. - . . o . - JE
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WELSH LEAGUE: Mrs A. Fenton, Hon. Secretary, 214
Caerphilly Road, {ardisf.

The latest information regarding the response to the resoiution
of the Welsh Mumczpal Conference shows that up to 13th January
favourable replies were received from 140 local authorities.
the remaining replies received 22 expressed the opision that the
matter should be raised through one or other of the associations
of local anthorities, and 161 stated that they had taken no
actmn or were opposed, but the majority of the latter merely

‘took no action ¥ and only a small number indicated definite
opposition.

According ta the Wastern Mail (33rd January) the Heretord-
shire County Council has complained to the County Councils
Association “about the Cardiff resclution which it described as

** grossly unfair and voworkable ” and requested the Assocmtton
to oppose it. The Association decided to reject it but ** without
expressing any opinion upoa the merits of the principle involved.”

The Study Circle under the leadership of Prof. W. J. Roberts
resumed its meetings at 27 Park Place, Cardiff, on 20th January
when there was a good attendance. fhe text—book is Mr
Ralston’s ** What's ‘.Nrong with Taxation.”

A parcel of literature reteived from the United Committee is
being effectively distributed. Mr Meth Jones is taking a prin-
cipal part in this and is also arranging for a number of meetings
to be addressed by our speakers.

Cardiff No. 1 Branch of the Women’s Co-operative Guild have
asked Mr C. A. Gardner to address them on 13th February.

The sincere sympathies of members of the League and
espocially of his colleagues on the Committee are extended to
our Hon. Treasurer Mr John T. Jones on the great bereavement
he has suffered in the death of his wife. Mrs Mary Jones was
prominently asseciated in the public life of the Rhondda district
and devoted, like her husband, to the causes for the abolition of

poverty.

MANCHESTER LEAG‘UE Arthur H. Weller, J.P,, Secretary,
‘ 69 Piceadilly, Manchester, 1. {Phone : Central 5521)

Meetings addressed by the League’s speakers include :
Mgssley Women's Co-operative Guild, E. M. Ginders ; Urmston
Labour Party, A. H. Weller; Sounth Salford W.C.G., A. H. Weller;
Clayton W.C.G., A, H. Weller ;. Preston Guild, A:. H. Weiler.

An article entitled * The Church and Socidil Problems,”
dealing with a pledge taken by six thousand members of the
Church of England at a meeting in London, has been sent by the
‘Secretary to a number of newspaper circulating in Lancashire
and Cheshire.

A meeting was held in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester, o11
24th January, and addressed by Lord Tavistock on “ Social
Credit.”” At question time E. F. MacClafferty asked what the
Douglas Credit Association proposed to do about the
£700,000,000 of national wealth now appropriated each year
by the landowners. He was told by the speaker that the
Douglas Credit scheme was not an alternative to the Taxation
of Land Values but a supplementary measure.

The pext meeting of the Henry George Club will be held in
Smallman’s Restaurant, Piccadilly, Manchester, on Thursday,
§th February, and will be addressed by Mr E. M. Ginders.
Readers of Land & Liberty who are able to attend meetings in
Manchester are invited to forward their names to the Secretary
who will gladly advise them of future events.

ZIVERPOOL LEAGUE :
lands Avenue, Bebmgton, Cheshire: (Office anmd Meeting
Rogm : 21 Harrington Street, North John Street, Liverpool.}

James Joseph Field

We deeply regret to announce the death, on the 18th January,
of Mr J. Field, a member of the Liverpool Leagne since its
formation in 1909, and its Chaimman for 1934.35. The League
was represented at his interment in Ford Cemetery on the 22nd
January by Messrs J. Forrester, W. McGuinness and E. J.
McManus.

A printer by {rade, Mr Field took a very active interest in the
Typographical Society; and for some time was a member of the
Liverpool Trades Council. He came into our movement in 1908
when he joined the “ Progress and Poverty * Reading Circle,
conducted at the C.Y.M.5. room, Hatton Garden, Liverpool,
by the Rev. Thomas Dawson, O.M.I, an old friend of Henry
George.

Mr Field rarely missed a meeting of the League during the
whole of its existence, Althoungh in poor health since October,
1934, he attended all the meetings of the *‘ Social Problems *’
Reading Circle. Shortly after the last meeting on the 18th
September he had to take to his bed.-

Of

F. R. Jones, Hon. Secretary, 32 Rock- |

entitled *“Memories of McHugh,” was published in the June,
1815, number of " Land Values.”! For about a quarter of a
century he was a member of the Liverpool Parliamentary Debats
ing Seciety in which he availed himself of overy opportunity to
c,prmd the teaching of Henry George.

He leaves a widow, two sons and two danghters to whom we
extend our sympathy in their bercavement

The following meetings have been addressed by our speakers :
3rd Jan., Walton Co-op. Men's Guild ; 14th JTan., Oakfisld Co-op.
Women’s Guild, E. f. McManus ; 14th Joan. Birkenhead North
End Co-op. Men’s Guild; Zist Jan., Hoylake Co-on. Men’s (uild;
23rd Jan., Waliasey Co-op. Men’s Guild; 28th jamn., New Ferry
Co-op. Men’s Guild, O. B. Sweeney ; 5th Feb., Formby Co-op.
Men’s Guild, Secretary. :

At our League room, 21 Harrington Siveet, the following
Jan.-Feb. programme was arranged for the weekly meetings.
8 p.an. each Wednesday —— :

15th Jan. Mr Rowland Hill  * The Rights of Man.”

224d - ,, » 0. B. Sweeney  “ Tariffs and the Consumer.” .
29th » 1. Forrester “ The Gift of the Gab.”

i2th Feb., ,, W. McGuinness “ Justiceinrelation to TFaxation™
26th ,, Miss N. McGovern ‘‘ The Great Sccial Wrong.”

. On 4th March the Secretary will begin an outline course'of"
political economy, covering. eight successive weeks, illustrated by
coloured charts. This is %o be given at the request of several
naw members, and will enable newcomers to get a good grounding
in our central.economic doctrines and in the detaiis of the reform
we . advocate.

YORKS AND NORTHERN- LEAGUE : F. Skm‘ow, Secretary
Tantield Buildinga, 129 Skinton Road, Eeighley. :

Mr Ashley Mitchell spoke at Dewsbury on 15th January, and
on.20th January addressed the Methodist Church Men's Group
at Brunswick Street, Huddersfield, with a good report. appearing
in the Examiner next day. ..

The - Secretary addressed a well-attended  meeting of the
Grimsby Men’s Co-op. Guild on 5th January.

A set of Henry George's works was purchased for the Guild
Library and several volumes and other hterature were bought
by individuals present.

Mr, George Crosland, Calverley, has ha,d séveral - good letters
in ;the Stanningley- & Pudsey News, 20th,. Z7th December
3rd,-10th, 17th January, ' Democritus ** and * Free Lance*’
each, had a letter in the Keighley News, 28th December. - Mr
Tred- Adams is contributing letters to Iocal papers and ha.vmg
good sales of George’s works and pamphlets.

MIDLAND LEAGUE : Chapman Wright,
20 Cannon Street Birmingham 2.

At the last meeting of the Birmingham City Council,
Councillor G. F. Sawyer took advantage of a discussion on the
purchase of land to urge the taxation of land values as the only
remedy for the monopolistic prices demanded for housing a.nd
other sites needed by the Council..

Councillor R. R. Fairbairn, [.P., on 7th January, made a
powerful appeal to the members of the ‘Worcester City Council
1o join with other authorities in demanding the rating of land

values, but ‘the opposmon was too strong dnd his resolution
lost,

The Derby Town Council on Ist Ianua.zy passed a resolutmn

Hon.- Secretazy,

* demanding the rating of land values with corresponding reduc:

: Monopolies.

Mr. Field sérved the movement to the fullest extent which his
circumstances permitted.. 'When called upon he spoke on behalf
of the League at meetings of other orgamza.tmus, presenting the
case for the Taxation of Land Values in a simple and homely way.

tion of rates on houses and other buildings.

On 23rd January, Mr A. W. Madsen came to Birmingham
and addressed the © Quest Club ** of the Staff of Messrs. Stewarts
and Lloyds, Broad Street Chambers.

PORTSMOUTE LEAGUE: A. H. Siogkes, Hon. Secretary,

- 110 Baffins Road, Porl:smouth )

The League has addressed a letter to each of the 64 Councillors
on the Portsmouth Town Council calling attention to the Resolu-
fion adopted by the Welsh Municipal Conference held in Cardiff
on 25th September and asking their support of it so that it be
endorsed by Portsmouth. The lefters enclosed copies of the
{inited Committee’s publications : Cites Held to Ransom a.nd
the Memorandum on Meikods of Local Taxation.

A public meeting was held in the Wesley Central Hall on
15th Japuary addressed by the Secretary on the subject. of
The next fixture of the League is the meeting to
be addressed by Mr A: W. Madsen on 19th February,. also in the
‘Wesley Central Hall,’ the subject bemg “ The Raussian Expen-
ment—TLessons for Social Reformers.” .

In a letter to the Evening News, Mz J. H. McGuiga.n ]om@d issue
with a correspondent, Mr E. W. Wllkms on the question of levying
rates: upon empty houses. :

HIGHLAND LEAGUE ;
Arcade, Inverness.
- Ross-shire Bye-electmn has been made the batﬂeglound of'

I. Mackenzie, ‘Hon. Seeretary, The

Occasionally he wrote letters to the Press, and an article of his, | four candidates for Parhamenta.ry ‘honours. .
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Captain Arthur MacDougal was at first intending to stand as
an Independent Liberal but uliimately asked to be excused on
account of the work on his farm.

However, the Secretary was informed by Mr R. M. Findlay
that Captain MacDougal had promised to come for three days
the first week in February to expose the hollowness of the agri-
cultural policy expounded in the constituency by the other
candidates.

There were several letters in the Ross-skire Jowrnal, one in
particular from the West Coast pointed out that the Government,
in deterence to vested interests, had rendered the machinery
incapable of functioning : that is, Mr Philip Snowden's Act
for taxing land valnes.

NORTH WALES
© Mr A Williams Price writes :—-

On 8th January 1 addressed the members of the Ruabon
Labour Party ; my subject was the great conspiracy (as described
by Moore, Cobden, Thorold, Rogers, and others} : the conspiracy
to deprive the workers of their economic independence by filching
their land. The working, the effects, of this conspiracy can be
traced clearly from 1381, the year of the first great Peasants®
Hevolt, to 1830, the year of the last vain efiort to regain Inst
liberty, on to 1928, the year of the De-Rating Act, which set
the seal of completion on the work of the vested interests.

In the " Domestic Manuscripts > of Queen ITHzabeth's reign
we read, among Cecil’s letters in 1558, ' The weaith of the meaner
sort is the very summit of rebellion, the occasion of their insolence,
and of their contempt of the nobility. It must be cured by
providing, as it were, some sewers or channels to draw or suck
from them their money by subtle and indirect means.” Now
that the workers have had certain restitutions ; the Vote, Local
Government, Iducation, Temperance, etc.. thev are vyat
deprived of the one thing that counts, Economic Independence,
and this can ouly be brought about by the Taxation and Rating
of Land Values. Until this measure is in force, unemployment,
slams, over-crowding, with all the accompanving evils, will
remain permanent features of our social life.

THE PROBLEM OF WAR

The theme of Dr Bulo’s book* Is that ¥ nations fight to
protect their foreign investoents 7 and that ** these foreign
Investments are made out of surplus wealth.”  The thought-
ful reader may consider that this is an over simplification of
the problem, Wats cannot be carried on without the
support of a substantial part of the eitizens of any country,
and they may be willing to give their lives for nationsl
defence or for national honour, but not for forelgn invest-
memts. Tk may, of course, be said that the people are deluded
ahout the real inotives for war, and that they fight to
protect foreign investments witheut knowing it. Yei,
is there no ease of a eountry without foreign investments
going to war ? _

There is hardly any subject to which so many falss notions
and misapplied emotions ave brought to bear.  Idesas which
are true of individual relationships are appliaed to the
relations of States. The State iy personified. We talk of
national possessions, forgetting that evervthing is owned
by individuals. We spealk of the national dobt, negleeting
to notice that is & debt owed by some persens to other
pevsons. Wo speak of international trade as if it were
carried on between nations as entitics, whereas it is carried
on between members of those nations as individuals.

The wrong ideas that make for war are not dissimilar
to thoss which make for strife and dissension at home,
Indeed, if it were not for the ecconomic maladjustment
which exists in every nation the contrasts of riches and
poverty, unemployment and the desperate struggle for
exigbonee which afflict the majority of the people, war
would hardly be possible.  Dr Rule, as a disciple of Henry
George, looks to a bettor eondition of society in which
these extremes will cease o exist, and in which a few men
will not have great wealth available for foreign investment.
This he considors will eradicate one of the main causes of
war. But ib 3 mueh more the oxistence of that better
soviety; in which men will be relieved of the fear of want,
and will be free to develop the caliural side of life, that will
bring war to an end, than ity effeet npon forelpn investments

a3 such. F. ¢. B. Du

*Cain TEE War Gob, by V., A, Rule. James

AL B(‘“]_l.
Company, Rikhart, Ind. $2. o

14 inch 39/-

COMPI__ETE WITH
MANGLING BOARD

THE new ACME Model 50, built !
of rustproofed blue enamelled 3
steel, is the one wringer for every §
home; it can be rigidly fized to |
either tub, table, sink or bath, and
put away on a shelf after use.

And what & wonderful wringer it is. Everything from
baby’s bib to a blanket comes through the pure rubber
rollers so much easier, quicker and drier, and infinitely
cleaner, too, because all the clinging pardcles of dirx
that rinsing canuot distodge are removed by the strong,
elastic pressure of the extra thick rollers,

Furthermore, the ACME saves purposeless labour, Tt
prevents splashing and does not break buttons or
fasteners. Choose an ACME; it carries a ten years free
replacement guaraniee and will iast a lifetime,

FREE CHOICE COF FIXTURES—to fix the
ACME on elther tub, table, sink or bath.

Packed with the wringer are the sendard tub and table clamps
which have made the ACMY famous as 2 portable wringer. ’

Should these sfandard clamps be unsuirable, you have free choice
from soven alternative fixmires, any ope of which your Retsiler will
supply free of charge in exchange for the unused standard clatmps.

ENTIRELY BRITISH MADE BY

ACME WRINGERS LTD.
DAVID STREET, GLASGOW, S.E.

16 inch 43/-




