sacrifice rather than glve up then' pup, but
the chances of any new pups coming into the commznity
would be remote.  the $150 lcense fee was maintained for
ten years, Charlotte would evéntually becone puppyréin.

I do not suggest such a procediire. I mean only to
make a point in discussing President Kennedy’s publlc hous-
ing proposal. In fact my peint about the dog-tags is not even
original.- I cannot put my finger on it but I believe that Henry
George himself used it as an example.

I do not blame President Kennedy for a public housing
proposal so inadequate as fo beé silly. But the President, having
beén both a Congressman and a Senafof kiiows how difficult
it is to break through Congress with ‘some real 1eg1slatlon in
housing,

" The President’s plan is to subsidize 100,000 units, al-
though we need at the despeiate Teast two million units and
even that would be less than half the total requirements
as of 1961

The" mteresﬂng thing about this whole matter of public
housing is that the remedy is at hand which would by:pass
any long drawn.out striggle with the housing lobbies and
. those every-man. man-for-himself boys.

Land is the answer. Idle land. That is where the money
goes. Henry George called it “the unearnmed increment of
land values.” A fellow buys himself a big hunk of land at
the outskirts of _the city. It rémains idle. He does not evén
botlier to clear it. Pretty soon the city cafches up to his
land; making him rich although he did not contribute a thing

to his ‘'wealth. Then he selis «off half of his idle land and gets

‘all his money back, and the other half is now free and ¢lear.
And now there are two owners keeping the land idle. Wait-
~Ing. And they do not have long to wait.

The taxes on UNUSED land as commpared with taxes on
improvements are insignificant even in ‘these days of huge
taxes. Sometimes the fellow: bestirs himself and puts a park-
ing lot on the idle land, but he never goes mear it. The
parking Jot custodian takes in the fees and sends the land
owner half. The taxes on UNUSED land are still small
Comes a day and a new fellow decides on building to make a
contribution, Al thé time the land has been IDLE our so-
ciety has shiiled at the owner, but now when a hew fellow
starts to build they tax the living daylights out of him. The
bénefactor is taxed out of house and home and the guy who
riitked the Tanid dry goes merrily on his way. Saciety rewards
this man, smart eiliotigh to do nothing, and punishes the fel-
low dumb enough to do something,

We need Henry George today almost as badly as we need
Benjamin Fianklin.

‘ Of course the taxing of TDLE land is mot the whole
story. We still have rather stupid faws covering costs of title
ségrch, and other vast expetises afid the difficulty in get-
ting morigages; but the big problem is to get that fellow
with his lots at the edge of town who takes all the cream

‘off the top.

If we suddenly decided to fill our ¢ity with puppy dogs

the Charlotte City Counc11 could do this overnight — by im-
posing a tax of $150 on anyone ‘who- does NOT own a dog.

1 do not récomniend that either, but I hope 1 have de-
Tivered myself of 4 fairly sunple lesson on the Philosophy of

Henry George!

a
 all of thern.”
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