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EDITORIAL

LESSONS OF AN ELECTION

Comptlications intraduced, for political reasons und
through gnorance of  electoral scicace. o the
mechanism for achieving representation of the people
in the Australian Senate cause unnecessury delay in the
production of reselis and  the usual '

sregntage of
::9 mal, or wasted, votes, The overall result, however,

alre :7 sutliciently clear 1o indicate that the per-
verted view of the Government Coalition. that the
Senate ought 0 be o rubber stump for their ity

resentativ hus been fr

in the House of Rep strated.

As the two letters to the Press, republished in this
e, demonstrate, there are members of the thinking
public aware of the Senate’s true purpose and intent on
rewinding the politiclans of it much remains, however,
w be done to inform the electorate ag o whole of this
purpose—that it is essendally a1 House of Stute Repr
sealatives to preserve State rights within the federal
system and a House of Review, and not an extension
of the Government's power. How gec ssary this cduea-
tion is was (Hustrated QGE? enough by the eifrontery
with which both the Prime Minister and the Leader
of the Opposition—neither of whom was o candidate
in the elections—campaigned with the demand that
they should respectively be given contral’ of the
senate, and by the general ¢ ﬁm: astic support they
each obtained for this distorte of representation”
among their followers,

Aoword must also be said © refute the canard,
trotted oul by journalists and party hacks alike at
every Senate election. that the complicated” svsiem of

sentation is responsible

3 and the high rute of informals.
The truth s, of course, that if the was cisnused
of the stupidities grafted on o it by compulsory yoting

voting under proportional repre
for the “donkey vore'

and, in particular, by compulsory numbering of the
whole ballot paper. the proportional repre tion
{single trunsferable vote) method would be as simple
as any other, as far a3 the voter s concerned. [t is

bad enough thut the unwilling. the ignorant and the
apathetic shoutd be foreed 1o distort the voting pat-
tern by adding preferences that expr § 0o trie inlerest
or intent; it mw an outrage on every voter thuat be. or
she, should be compelied o express o pre clerence for

-andidates in iﬁ:: they have no inderest or. worse,
whom they actively reject. and in dofng so make the
task of the vote-counters unpecessarily difficult and

protracted.

How nmuch longer do we have to twolersie these
imbecile excrescences on an otherwise ethod
of securtag true representation” {sn ddonkey

CArioOnists
the
e

vote' ceased to xc,_a opporiunity and

-informed political scribes to

of Australian Senate F,Tnﬂc:w
wn

species of comic oper:

s
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The Devalustion Brechaha
CGroping through the fog of

politicaliy oriented staternents by

and businessimen on the

Pross comment and
government officials
devaluation of ste: ling, the
humbie Jayman may well feel that he is the vietim of
some horrible spell under which his blood is 0 be
drawed o wake s feast for ghouls, And, that wouldn't

be  bad deseription of actuality, For, whoever i m,om::
e pay for this crime—this act ol partial ...:_:w_.:.? 3
without havigg o answer o a court of law—it won't
be the gutlty politicians. or thelr cconomic advise

or the chairmen of large organisations, but the hapless

taxpaver-consumer who has nobody 1o whom be can
pasg the buck, To bim the only comfort we can offer—-
and little cnough except that it may hasten s

education—is o re-read g couple of articles, published
in this 2::% in April last, under the general tide "The
BEvils of Currency Contrel’, in which John Zube de-
seribed devaluation as “aggression” and Henry Meulen
saidd that “the root cause of imbalance in Britain's
trade lies in the Gxed price of foreign exchange adopted
at Bretion Woods in 19447 2.,3?? are availlable at
the office of Good Govermmnen, price 15¢)

The Research Racket
Our Hobart correspondent sends us an iuminatmg

comuieni on the operation of the Government's latost
scheme for featherbedding Australian manufaciurers—
those Tusty, all-Anstralian offspring of the founders of

the sreat pioneering radition of which this nation
proudly boasts {drowning out the whining in Canberra
for more protection against the chill winds of comp
ttion), Legislation pow exists whereby industries may
he assisted by (2} relief from mxation, or (b) ‘research’
hapndouts depeading on their ‘profitability’, or both,
This is the wayv it works: up to 350,000 spent by a
comypany on research s subsidised 30% . but every
dollur spent by o company making more than $10,000

4 vear merits a taxeut of 424 cents, So it can be sa
that a company with o net @_.cm.ﬁ in excess of 10,000
spending one dollar on research does so at a cost of

§ocents 1o itsell,

ol the

course. in the name
i vou kaow what that is.
Protection for our High-minded Industrialists
For the highest marks in o contest for the most
Blatamt prece of hypocrisy, the award would surely go
1o the spokesmun for the Federation of Automoliy
Products Marufacturers, who was reported as saying,
on Noversber 14, that "his organisation took a highly
critigal view of those groups 2 people who, for self-
interest. constantly attacked Government tarifl poli-
cies”, The interest that impels the Automotive Produ
Manufucturers to demand protection is, of course, the
purest, ly-white altruism, The self-Interested people
complained of are those selfish beasts. the primary
producers. Aghimg o a werld market like a boxer
with one hand ted bebind his hack. }m Allan Fraser
said in the Sydney Sui, cm /3 ember 22, “The primary
producer must wonder whether he and the manufac-
tarer really Inve in the same Australin,” Automofive

s all done. of
‘mationad interest

-

D GOVERNAMMEMT

Products Magufacturers evidently are conent 1o
a different world [rom the oue occupied by

Pre

Hve in
the Viee-
ident of General Motors, who is reported as say-
ing. at a world trade conference at Louisville, Ken-
tucky, recently: “The world can benefit greatly from
a climate of increasing freedom of trade and invest-
ment.”” Pity they can'l be forced to follow through their
suicidally isolationist theories to the bitter end, some-
where where 1t couldn’t harm the rest of the econpmy.

Seventeen Years to Serfdom

Those who don't know what a data bank s
advised to find out ds soon as possible. To assist
in their search for ksowledge on
article in the

are
them
this vital subject an
Anstraliun Financicl Revigw of November
7 is strongly recommended. 1t s caleulated o leave the
reader in a very thoughtful frume of mind indeed, For
the uninitiated, nw data bank is c:wd?;n: technique
for storiog information about people, m.:,,c,._ac, an
tdeal Eﬁ hod by which a national dictetor could black-
joail aow :o_ neople 10t submission to his will, And,
if _?: seems a trifle far-fetched, listen to My, Cowled,
speaking on the ﬁ: vieet at o conference ut Terrigal
recently, He said; “Data banks constitoted for computer
people a propesition as important and potentially dan-
gerous to their moral standing and peace of mind as
the stomic bomb did for e inventors” It ook if
Britain will be the site of the new Hiroshima; logical
enough in the face of recent trends there, Mot that it
couldn’t happen here just as well. Mr. Cowled spent
four vears with the Commonwealth Burcau of Cen
and Statistics, “the Department most likely 10 be given
the task of crealing a national data bank™. according
to the Review's reporter. He said that the arrival of
data banks in partinlly implemented form is ‘immiment’,
that there were enough computers already in NS W. 1o
sel up o data bank “as big as you like™, After Jisting
the advantages of this new “potential hazard 1o the
human _..:.: greater than the atomic bomb™ Mr Cow-
fedh added that “the ethics of programmers and other
computer technicians would need (o be more stringent
than the ethics of the police force

The Crazy Arithmetic of Australian il

Most intelligent people woukd accept the E,cz:_.w:cm
that the product of invention and discovery should be
to the general advantage of the communiy, Otherwise,
why bother—to spend public money, for insfance, 10
encourage people o bore for oif? f.«mm capn get oil easily
enough from a dozen sousces averseus. W :< then, ¢n-
courage s discovery amd processing in Australia, if
not for the benefit of che ﬁc_) petrel of egual guality
with the imported variety? \mwm answer 15, of course,
that intelligence is not o prerequisite in a discussion of
this kind. The situation concerming Australian oil has
been fantastic from the start, and it will contipuc that
way, As the Sun-Herald's columnist. Onlooker, said
an Nevember 190 The more off that is found and re-
fined in Australiaz, the higher the price of petral will
rise,” Mro W Mason, General Secretary  of  the
ROMLUAL eritaising the Tatest propesed increase, said
“The ol companies’ claim that the greater the content
of Australion crude off in petrol, (he greater the retail
price . . . is absurd. Motorists will expect some action
to bhe taken.” Such as what? Does Mr. Mason antici-

s
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pate that the ol companies will be induced, without a
gisied pro gue, to take pity on the motorist and forego
profic? Or that the Government will suddenly perform
a volte-face on thelr policy of foreing the oil refineries
o take local crude at a dolle barrel more than they
can import it for withour passing on the cost? All
molGrist dup by Mr. Mason's brave words, will
be standing by for the action—unavailingly, we lear,

Human Rights—>3South African Style

“Five s arrest
ended at midnight on Tuesday for o erey ?E ) € J?
year-old woman—and bve more started all over again,

Thus the Svdrey Morning Herald, on ,_,i.écm.iunw. w e
seribed the latest picce of sadistic savagery meted out
by Cheistian” governmen: of a se-called civilised
mation to g heroic woman, Mrs. Helen I .ﬁ% whose
uj
i

crime is to have couragoously
beliol that human beings have no ‘colour : :F_ eyes
of God. .\y,m English-born sociologist, Mrs, Joseph, in
her 37 years In the Republic of South Africa, has une
tlinchiogly /Z:,_m this belief, speuking and wriring in

{1
orly i ood for her

defence ol human rights in the face of a brutal fanati-
cismn of which she hersel? in the end became the victim.
This. says the Herald, ts what ber banning and house
arrest involves: she Bives under o tightly orderved cur-
few, meaning she must hurry home fron the book shop
where she works 1o be ndoors by 930 pom. She may
not leave her house again until 6.30 a.m. AL weekends
she must stay at bome from 2 pom. o Sarurday until
630 wm. on Monday, She cannpor go 0 church on
Sunday. Instead, she goss w7 a.m. services at her
church on two or three weekdays She may not leave
_ﬁx:r on public holidays—which means Christmas and
1ster. T{..L: for o doctor, no one may visit her,
:3 even a priest. She must report to the police each
weekday and remain within the magisterial aren of
Tohannesburg, She cannot publish anything, cannot
communicate with any other banoed person. cannot
enter the premises of o newspaper, factory, or edoca-
tionat institution and canner be quoted in any publica-
ton. As al least one South Alrican newspaper, the
Johannesburg Srors has the courage o say of what
pusses for justice in South Africy teday: “Punishment
without end 18 now joining punishment withour rial
as @ feature of lfe in Nationalist South Africa.” Tt

i be interesting to see how the local apologists for

“p

Wi
this tyranny justify its latest manifestation. 5o far there
has been only o loud silenc

Keaping the Government on its Toes

A correspondent, My, R Kemps, of North Sydasy,
sends ug the outline of an ingenious method of making
fife ditticuit for My Holt, He calls it o “gradual election’,
the idea being o moathly guota of seats for election.
A goverament then,” he savs, Twould not be o be-
seiged fortress for three or fve years, defending itsell
by acticn. silence or delay, Elections would become
a4 constant contact botween voler and representative,”
Mr, Kemps is also in favour of frecing the Senate
rom domination by any one group”. He offers his
ideas to Uthe discriminating. not-so-emotional voter”
who may contacy him at 28 Walker Streef., MNorth
Sydaey, 2060,
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This is What They Saicd:

Prime Minister Holt, Nov. 100 “Senate  camdi-
dates who  believe the Senae’s role was o lake
business out of the hands of o government. carried
vanity o the point of arrogance and absurdity,

Mr, A, Smailman, Managing Qﬁeﬁa_w w:w Ex
port Marketivg Pev. Lid, Nov. 280 By veur
2000, hall the world's business woulc controlled by
about 300 giant infernationn) companies.”

Mr. H. G. 5 Todd, Chatuman, N8W. Lgg War
keting Board, Nov. 27, wrging early action o dis-
courage over-production of eggs: “Until some scheme
} reached by the imdustry and a submission made

¢ Government, no action can be expected. A scheme
?z licensing farms as g meassure of controlling produe-
tion has heen rejec L by the Australisn Agricultural
Council.”

Mr. R, €. Packer, Liberal Member of the MN.SW
Legislative Coumcil, Nov, 7. comparing the condi-
ton of Svdney Tm:ﬁ:u_ with  that of the new
multi-million doliur Reserve Bank: “There is u touch
of lunacy in a system which allows owy sick and in-
jpred o be treated in conditions of pepurious sgualor,
EM.:_@ the people who count our money do so in con-
ditions of disgusting opulence ™

Mr. George Q:%:ﬁzr Chairman, Chase Man-
haittan Bank, New York, Nov. 28, speaking in Can-
berra on internationa! aid: “We can't afford 1o et 3 hese
countries do other than make ¢ progress. Th
must see that our way of life s the N

OBSERVER

TWO WRONGS DONT MAKE A RIGHT

Henry George never tired of emphasizing th
bas its OWN public revenue, generated nat
the mere existence of society, As society ol
arows, 5o the rent of land forms and grows 1t keeps
pace with the growth of sociely, and more than keeps
pace with i, so that no matter how great the com-
munity and its needs become, the land rent is always
suflicient to meet them. Lo is the duty of every govern-
ment to take the necessary steps to collect this rent
for public revenue, BECAUSE IT 1S THE PUBLIC
REVENTL

During nwn course of some centuries of our history
agreat wrong has grown up—the grear rent fund
has been misapproprinted, stolen, by o priviteged
clase who betraved their trust sy rulers and diverte a
the rent into their own colfers. They misus
machinery of government for this purpose. and so per-
verted the fountain of justice and good governmient.
They now regurd the rent as thelr private property. But
it s neither private por property. It is, and alwavs will
be. PUBLIC, because it s produced by the efforts
and enterprise of the public, and s m: the PUBLIC
WAGES. This perversion of public revenue wio privae
revenue s the Arst great wrong, m,,FE..,H Ge called
it 'a bare, bold and continuing _».CZJS. :

iwcfzr from this great robhery s the second grent
robber u.,,l,.ch perversion of c:f:n income into public
evenue—>by TAXATION, It i sic duty of

Uhi




goverpment not 1o permit theft, and vet governments
themselves perform this theft. No amount of mass-
thinking or custom can change the pature of “.._éma?
which is essentially anti-social. Taxation is the expr
stop of tolalitagian or comumunist philosophy, and it
creates the poverty which breeds commumsm. Yet
those governments which wzﬁm s to be anti-comimunist
persist in thetr unthinking ereation of poverty and pro-
motion of communism : 9? terrifying sell~destroying

process of taxation. It on what it s on il
at last it kills the body social, B s already out of
hand, and its fantastic oxtensions into thousands of
millions of dollars, even in our small conymunity, in-
creasc every year in arithmetical progression. Large
classes live on i, and ity grip ever becomes tighter
it strangles all production. A depression, with all

us sifferir :ns the grip tempor

_A@nm?:m_g:,g:w,%mz,w.
explosion has enabled us o cope with faxation for
.mcm,.

so long, but even this great wealth explosion is
rocess of extracting

vitv, and then it

Orly our great productive

verted into poverty by the simple
nnder relentless prossure every possible penoy.

These two great wrongs, so
not make o right,

closely interwoven, do
but form owin evils of frightful mag-
pitwde. A sociad structore which is built on injustice
cannot stand, and  the agonising threes of worklh
wide social disintegration bear witness 1o this.

THE REMEDY

Sound ccopomic knowledge, combmed with keen
moral sense. will provide the remedy, which is nothing
tese than the abolition of the wrong., The injustice
of the private mdsappropriation of rent can  be
abolished by whal may he called a fiscal reform, i
by taking rent Tor poblic revenue. This public revenug
will form the government's revenue. apd so taxation
can be disconptinued.

The rent of land is more corr
rent, or SITE-RENT. Tt
cultural land,

el

ectly called cconomic
not merely the vent of am:,
but of STTES which are so prominent a

ature of our towns and grest cites. It s often
objected that the site-rent could never provide enough
revenue o meet the needs of modern governments.

The answey 1o this is that an enormous part of modern

governmental expenditure  arises from the e of
taxation and M.E:,:ﬁ.. v.g. relief of poverty, war, the

detection and punishment of artificial crimes, and

other instances of misgoverament 100 numerous 1o
mention. But the mam poing about rent is that it

belongs 1o the public, and that
it be taken for the publ

justice demands th
¢ and that faxarion be elinia-

ared far as the rent will exrend,
WA, DOWE
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

With  this colarged ,f.ﬁmn.:m issue come  seasonal
greetings to all our readers from the editor and all
connected  with  the Wz..omsﬁ.w.cw and distzibution of
GCO@ GOVERNMENT and the earnegst hope that
this term will increasingly applied o our own

and world aff

sughour the coming year.

GOVERNMENT

{This month we publish two leters, with aloost
tical views on the same subject—the Senpate
of November 25)

INDEPEMDENTS FOR SENATE
{To the Editor, the Svdney Morning Berald, 1511767
Why do the politicians try to put it over
Government for the time being must have a
in the Senate, ithereby m._.,imn.:,z it to the
Tibber stamp’ which is has been for

1den
Elections

that the
Majority
status of a
so long? The

Constitution never intended the wa:u:, to be a mere
Tubber stamp’. It was wisely designed to be o House
of Review, @2. the cancer of party politics has eaten

away its independence,
In recent times it hag

more a useful body

Government,

Let os start now to restere the power of the Senate
by electing independents, instead of ‘party stooges’
¢ that the glectors will have some say in the Govern-
ment. By electors’ T mean all the electars, not merely
(hose who support this or that party which happens to
be 1 power,

shown signs of becoming onec
and not & omere tool of the

I HARD
Paddington.
BATTLE OF THE IMAGES
(To the Bditor. The dustralian, 2271167
wo:mﬁ: commentators, generally,  consider  that
i this age of television the current Senate elections

campaign s a battle of the ‘tmages —Mr, Holt versus
Mr. Whitlam,
this view is correct, it is a grave reflection on th

intelligence of the
The Senate was

Australian clectors,

never intepded 1o opersle on party

lines and thus be either a rubber stamp for the Govera-

ment or u means for the Opposition (o frostrate

Goyernument poHov-making
The Senate was established

i

by our forefathers as g

House of Review, with cach State having egual
representation.
[t was intended that the sepnators representing each
State would look after the interests of that State.
Having regard to the true role of the Senate, the
clectors dre entitled o have a searching look at the

candidates weeking to represent rthelr State
they can pwdge for themselves who are best

do s,

Without being eritical of the photogeaic

guaiities

of Mr. Holt and Mr. Whitlarn, oeither of whom s
in the Senate. let the parties pul thelr Senate candi-
gates on television so they can be judged on their
merits and pol on someone else’s image

M. RUSH

Crreen Street, Ivanhoe

Victoria,

DECEMBER, 1947



JOHN DOE HIS HEIRS AND ASSIGNS FOREVER™

A Study of Property Rights and (ompensaftion

by THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE ELSE-MITCHELL, LLB., FRAH.S.,
a Judge of the Supreme Court of Mew South Wales and the Land and Valuation

Lourt of that State.
Hiy Monowr delivered 1his, the Sidney Liker
Novembor 180 1086, on the verusion of iy
in.:: fu Professor Goedon Srephenson,

Memaorial Lecture for
preseataiion of the
egn of the

font, in Svdney
Sidnev FLuker Memaorial
chiteciure in if

thersity of Western Ausiralic.

{Reprinted by Lhwd permission of ithe

Faculry of A

ity frops Hie

,.,::::.i.: Plunning Review, Jannury, 1967,
The late Sidmey Land Luker. the author of the Hence it s that 1 have wmken s the ttle or text of
County ol Cumberland Planning  Scheme, was well my address * - unto John Doe his beirs and assigns
aware from his study of English planning experiences forever” which are the techpical words of Jimitation

that the z:mwﬁ:mﬁﬁ_:m of the County Plan would
entail the payment of subsiantial Enam.:mc: o
owners of land which was required for public purposes
or which would be injuriously alfected by the Zoning
provisions of the Scheme. He knew that the Barlow
Commiites in England had reported in 1940 thay “the
difficultics that are encountered by planning authorit
wader the existing system of compensation and better-
ment are so greal as seriously o hamper the progresg
" planning throughout the country, He also knew whai
weive problems were faced by the Scott Commitive
in 1918 and the Uthwatt Commitree during the Second
World War in attempting to eage the financial borden
of planning for reconstruction upon the public purse.

aley
grants

sip well known to lawyers by which frechold
in land in this country have been created by
frem the Crown, At the risk of ewbarking vpon some
of the E:.NEQ s of the law of real property, but con-
sistently, | hope, with the terms of the Sidney Luker
SrEo:ﬁ_.m Lecture, [ shall ;:rz%m an exposition of the
process by which [reehold estates have assumed such
importance and raise for investigation and research a
means by which the Gordian Knot of compensation
claims may be severed 0 as to serve the public interest
and the ends of town and coantry planning.

For many centuries,
twentieth century

dle Ages
words

Tom the y\mp
, the collocation of

until the
rming the

Sidvey Luker died a lite more than twelve months title to this address provided the legal basis for the
after the County of Cumberland Flanning wc heme be- creation, elther by grant from the Crown or conveyance
came Taw in June 1951, and had he lived a litde longer ,

he would been both dismayed by the
astronomical  claims  fotalling  £375,000,000  which
were made for injurious affection resulting from that
Scheme, and astounded at the ingenuity which lawyers
and others had devoted o the formulation of those

it s certain that

between subjects, of the greatest estate in land known
to English law, that estate boing an estate of freehold
designated by the lawyers “a fee shimple™. It is of such
an estute in land that everyone save lawver ?hwf
when he refers o the :ﬁ:r?wzv of
strictness the owner of land in thig

Fojand .hmwcxcw i

couniry

simply o

clabms, o tenant i fee simple of that land frem the Crown.

in the ﬁ.mﬂi of these {acts, iU seems certain Zﬁw& the Thisg concept of tenancy is but o resylt of the funda-
late Sidney Luker, conscious of the political considera- mental principle of English land law, upplying in this
tions nvolved. would have regarded as sheer ideglism Seate, that oo one aéﬁmm the Crown can have absolute

the statement of a o i:? W:ﬁ;: planmer, Lewis
Keeble, thal “the interesi of the Planner i o be able
to vperate in conditions which enable land w be put
1o ity most suitable use in the public interest without

ownership of tand: the Crown's ownership s an aftri-
bute of sovereignty which may stem {row conguesi or,
ss i Australia, from discovery and occcupation, Al
those who acquire rights 10 any lands over whigh the

having constanty o consider ,i:;mc any purticular Crown has sovere :.m: are deemed o be e tenamnis
::maé, are likely to fnvolve a burden of compensa- whether they derive their right by grant from the Crown

fon so crippling that ﬂ:a.. are z::? vy o be imple-

mented for that reason.

some  other
or indirectly

directly, or by wans M,
disposition made by

CONVeyance or
cm?o: who divectly

The ioguiring mind of a realist such as Luker must derived his titlke from the Q.o;.‘: by a similar grant.
often Dheve asked the question whether there was o the time of the English feudal system and perhaps
act some solution to the perennial threat of compen- unlil the Enclosure Acis, wﬁa was some resemblance
sption claims frustrating mw,:.:::r schemes devised for between “a tenani in fee stmiple” and a tenant as we
the public geod. He may have regarded this sense of understand that word today. for the wnant in fee shuple
frustration as imevitable in o sociely based on private was originally obliged 1o render services to the King

property but. had he been a fawyer, he may have
perceived that it is not the existence of private prope e.m..?
rights ?z the peculiar incidents of inheritable estates

or to the lord of the manor of or through whom h
had derived title to the tand: the services which he
was required to render included military service which

in land—Iireehold interests you may call them—as they in fater times was comnmuted for o ineney payment
have evolved in our society which present such ob- called escuawe or sculage, he wos also obliced to do
stacles to the implementation on the score of cost of homage and to swear fealty. By the time New South
50 many planning proposals, Tles was colonised, these medieval services and dulies
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bad been repluced by an obligation to make a money
payment 1 the form of g guit rent and when aragpts

Cland were made by the early Governors of th
Colony, it was the practice to reserve such a quit rent,
that is. to make the grant of 3 treehold estate in fee
sumple dependent upon the ansual payment of a s
of money. but it is most unlikelv that there exist in

ew South Wales today any lands in private ownership
on which any money quit rent reserved by the Crown
wrant has not been redeemed. so that virtually all land
i the Swte of New South Wales which has becn
granicd by the GEE: i held by the owngr for an
estale o fee simple free from any obligation w0 make
any  payment o Q:.::?:Em to the Crown or the
Crown revenucs except such as may have been imposcd
by legislation levving taxes and rates to meet the costy
of governmental or municipal service

The most significant feature of the an«_‘ac?ﬁni of
the land laws in this country bas been an extension or
enlargement of the rights of tenants in fee simple and
a correlative attenuation of the rights of the Crown.
And, although the titde to all Jand in New South Wales
derives from the Crown because upon its %,,,mc,\:é and
settlemient all those fands came under the sovereignty
of the Crown, the history of the colonial era m:m of
lapd setilement in the nineteenth centwry shows how
the rights of the fand-owner were reinfor ced 1o a point
where the public origin of the owner’s ttle was for-
gotten and ic interest disregarded.

In the early vears of the Colony, grants of Jand were
made o officials of Government, military  officers
stationed in Colony, free setthers and ex-convics
These grants were often in the nature of inducements
for the grantee to ye Nain i or 1o _E%Em o the Colony
but many grants were procured b Itiendship or were
the result of patronage: not the least important of these
were the considerable grants made to Tohn Macarthar

Clarge areas of land in the Cowpastures near Camden.
[t should be added that this patronage was not un-
known as between Governors and there were in fact
reciprocal grants made by Governor King to Bligh,
that being one of King's last formal acts, and shortly
atter by Governor Bligh to Mrs. King, the title to the
fatter grant being appropriately gowma:.&n d “Thanks”.

These grants the most part were of the fee ,V:Eu_n
of land and until the 1820°% they were issued, as the
Instructions to the early Governors required, subject
to the reservatlon of a mouey quil rent varying accord-
mg Lo the situation of the Tand and the status of the
grantec. This rent was oy high as 94 per rod per
annum in the case of some town lands and as Jow
- per annum for 100 acres of rural fand, but in
order o epoourage improvement i was not
uring an initial period of five, ten or fifteen
ears and was coupled with a condition against transfer
or alienation during that period. From the time of the
carlivst grumts by CE@E::. Phitlip, a condition |
quiring the graniee to improve of cultivale the land
wus included and al a later date it became customary
o exchug natural gmber which was it {or
naval purp idge building and, In some io-
stances, de stone and gravel suitable for road
making. Except in the case of some grants which ex.
cluded such parts of the land granted as might be re-

o
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guired Tor public highways, they we
any condition which would enable the land o be
resumed. that is, faken back by the Crown without
compensation, if any part of it was necded for public
purposes. in the course of vime after 1825, however
it became the practice to include a provision for ree
suming the laod granted upon the Crown paying for
any buildings which might have been erected op th
land and for the fee simple of the land according 1o
a valuation made by two independent persons  as
arbitrators. At about the same time the quit rent provi-
sions previously included in Crown grants were modi-
fied by o proviso that the oblig gation Lo pay such rent
might be %amoﬁna b .E years  purchase. Subse-
guently. in the y 1846, regulations of general appl
cation provided _ow the uE:E:._n redemption of quit
rents which had Tmr: paid for twenty

Up (o the vear 1810, when Governor dacquaric
arrived in Mew mca& Wales, 177500 acres of land
m the County of Cumberland had been granted by the
early Governors, During Macquaric™s term of office an
additional 400,000 acres way granted. again mosthy
within the Cumberland Plain. These are the lunds in
which the most intensive development in the State of
New South Wales taken phice in the interveni g
vears and in owhich the most serious problems
modern planning exist.

The 1820 witessec endous expunsion of
settlement to the north. south and west of the County
of Camberland and in less :Em a decade, between
P20 and 1829, over 200600 acres é,,. land were
alienated by grant outside the fx:f of Cumberland;
this was the commencement of the cra of vast pastoral
cx?:j_.o“ i _nwm which there were strong e
for a Qf:fr in land policy. In the early vears the fand
resources of the Colony fad bees regarded us some-
thing of an assel to be traded or ;nzﬁ d for services
or favours or to encourage agricultuge, but in the years
of pastoral expansion after the 1820%s the land became
a source of revenue: the sgu atting interests objected to
annual licence fees as the price of permits fo occupy
broad acres and whilst they were prepared 10 pay 1o
acguire fand they also objected o sales by tender or
auction as those means of disposal would inflate the
price. Above all else, however, they sought security of
tenure. Purhng Gipps' term as Governor, proposals for
the disposal of pastoral lands by long lease received
sertous consideration, but in the jong run the combined
influence of weathy landowners. political reformers and
the landiess wor fm% s suceeeded, by the 18607, in
procuring the ad option of « T fiey for the disposal of
Crown land by sale with the security of tenuze provided
by the grant of estates in fee f,:ﬁ_.w

This outline is sufficient (o ,WE? that the disposal of
Crown lands by granis of freehold estates in fee stmple
had by the end of the W‘H.Eicm:m: century become
recognised feature of our social and economic orc
the estate in fee simple had come o represent the
normal title of an owner of land, whether in fowns
and other centres of population. or in rural areas of
the Colony. This. along with other factors which | now
propose to mention. has had a substantial :EB 't oon
the cost of implementing schemes which entail the se-
quisition of tand for public purposes.

¢ ot subject 1o
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T all civitised conununities o sovereign government
has a right to take land in private ownership or OCeu-
pation lor public purposes: this power cw corpulsory
acquisition, as it is known in England, is called » :i:
of ZEE.E domaic in the United States of Americn,
hay in New South Wales Is described as n power of
resumnption, that is, the taking back by :5 Crown of
that which it granted. But raéw%. designated, it
originated as o right to do such ::m:u as were for_the
benefit of all subjects. Tn 1606 ali the Judges of Eng-
land declared that: “When cuemies come agiinst the
realm to the sen coast, it 1s Jawful to come upon my
land adjoining to the same coast, fo make treaches or
bulwarks for the defence ol the realm, for every subject
hath benefit by And therefore by the common luw,
every man may come upon my taad, for the defence of
the realm . ., And in such cage on such extremily
they muy dig for gravel, for the making of bulwarks:
tor this is for the ﬁiu i, angd everyone hath benefit by
it but after the daager is over, the trenches and bl
wurks ought 1o be 25:69 so that the owner shall not
F_f prejudice in his inheritance; and lor the common-

veulth, w man shall suffer damage; as, for saving of u
EQ or town, o house shall be plucked down if the next
he on fire; and the suburbs of a city in time of war
for the common safety shall be p fucked down: and a
thing for the commonwealth every man may do without
rimm lable to an action,”

Bul by degrees the law was moulded to protect the
rights of the landowner and belore the end of the
n,mm:ﬂtm% century one of England’s leading Commen-
wiors, Sir William Blackstone. declared that: “So great
moreover is the regard of the law {or private property,
that it will not authorise the Teast violation of it no.
not even for the general good of z whole communiiy.
If a pew road, for instance. were (o be made m:cac:
the grounds of o private person. 1t might perhaps be
extensively beneficial 1o the public: bul the law permity
no man, or set of men. to do this without consent of
the owner of the land. In vain may it be urged that
the good of the individual ought to yield to that of the
community; for it would be dangerous to allow any
private man, or even any publie tribunal, o be the
ugdee of this common good, and 10 decide whether i
be expedien{ or no In this and similar cases the
fegislature alone can, and wndeed Ir .A.:%z;m does, inter-
pose, and compel the individual o acguiesce. But how
does Jt interpose and compel? Not by absolutely ::ﬁ-
sing the subject of his property in an arbitrary manne
but by giving him a full indemnpification and e :%:Sz
for the injury thereby sustained. The pu blic is now
considered as an individual, treating with an individual
tor an exchange, All that the legislature does is o oblige
the ownst 1o um :nate his possessions for a reasonable
price; and even this is an exertion of power, which the
legislature indulges with cdution, and which nothing
but the legislatare can perforn.”
flie concession in this statement of principle that
the legistature can divest a man of his property rights
on the busis of a compulsory sale has given rise 1 the
notion which still persists in English law that the ac-
guisition of land tsﬁ esses the elements of a compuisory
contract of sale under which the landowner is entitled
to payment of a price representing the value of the land
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o him. This is the origin of the coneept i compens
tion law of o “value o the owner” which exerted a
considerable inlluence on the basis M.:Lémi for the
assessment of compensation for the compulsory &.»E?
sitton of tand in England and New South Wales in the
ensuing (wo centuries

Suve ?_. the rare occasions on which land wus re-
quisitioned for purposes of national defence, there was
fitle need for resort w0 the process of compulsory
acquisition in England until the Industrial Revolution
when the building of the Enghish raflway systems com-
menced. And whilst the acquisition of large areas of
land for ratlway buildings, vards and tracks was olten
authorised by legislution. the :E::.Wm: g.M::cES WS
not some Goverament instruwentality obliged to act for
the public good bul a group ol private rm:r?ruﬁ:f
wha had procured the passing of w special act of Hum?
limment for that purpose. In each case the Act required
the payment of compensation but “public OPULOT 1D
reourd w0 compensation was undoubtedly much in-
fuenced by the fact that railway enterprise undertaken
for profit rather than the gr;ﬁ inter C the Stute
was the moving foree. The sense ol grievaace iw“rr an
pwner ot that ttme felt when his propsrty wis F:m:nc
by railway promoters, then regurded as speculative
adventurers, led 1o wwﬁzﬁiﬁ_:f freatnent by the -
bunal which assessed the compensution puyable o the
awner, and this point of view beeame geperal and con-
finued for many years o influence all awards ol com-
peasalion for | land ex (propriation fo public purposes”
Iy making this observation m 1918, the Scott Com-
mittee said: It ought to be Frsanvﬁr_ and we believe
i todav recognised, that the sxclusive right fo the
enjoyment of land which is fnvolved in private owner-
Ship necessarily carrvies with it the duty of surrendering
such land to the commupity when the needs of the
community require it In our oplnion, no landownes
an, having regard o the fact that he holds his pro-
perty I:Eri to the right of the State (o expropriate
his interest for public purposes, be entith m io & higher
price when in _ra public intergst such eapropriation
takes place. than ‘xq fair marker value apart from
compensation for injurious affection Lete”

This iy have been the compiunity septiment in
ngland jn 1918 when the country was still at war and
construction and replanping alter the war ssemed a
social necessity. but it certainly has not represented the
prevaiting attitude of landowners in 7 2t South Wales
at any time o the last hundred years. The reasons for
the widely ace R? { attitude in this Slate are pot hard
to find, First of all, there was an emotional slement in
land ownership which bad made land-holding a symbol
of ﬁ:ﬂ:« security. This i time stinwlated the cam-
paign to “uniock ‘the lands” which converted many of
the  previously m&:x ess  working  Ciass  into pelit-
bourgeois landowners: secondly. the legislation in New
South Wales shic r wuthborised the resumption of land
was modelled on the English Lands aned Raibyay
Clauses Consolidarion Acts of 1843, and carrled with
it the same opprobrium as had attacked 0 those Acts
in England: thirdly, the Courts of New South Wales

adopted without guestion the interpretations of English

fegislation given by the Courts of that country and even
went furiher in a desire to relieve any sense of gries
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ance of an expropriated owner.

In the course of tme, the Ausiralian Courts extended
the rights which an owner of land might assert agains
& governmental avthority in respect of the S.,EEY:_,V.
acquisition of fand w0 hmits far bevond those which
had been laid down in England, Not only did this
mean that the aquisition of land for public PUTpOses
bec wre difficult but the measure of compensa-
ton moneys whuch an owner could exact when his
land was resumed became inflated: this ensure
by the %.:: that compensation was customarily assessed.
nat by arbitrators as ways usual in England, but, until
quite recent times, by juries who Fm%J responded
W the emotional appeals of eloquent counsel to be
generous [ooan owner whose land had been taken.

Sufficient has been sald 1o indicare the means
whereby the wholesale grant of frechold estates in fee
because of the burden of compensation
bec ome an obstacle o the acquisition or re.
sumption ol lands for public purposes. With the fre-
_xc:ac:ﬁ merease in and values for o century or sa.
this has more often heen the case with city or urban
lands bul quastions of cost have also tmpeded # nof
frustrated schenes for the acquisition of rural Junds
for closer sertlement and similar purpose

Itis casy o be wise after the event and whilst it may
not contribute much o the 9 cussion (o damn past
decisions tken at political Jeve! ar for purely political
ends. it is worth pointing out zm: from time to fime
during the ecighteenth century perceptive minds were
conscious of the folly of the and policies then being
pursaed and the voices of leading figures in E&wn
life were ruised in protest against those policies

Al the early Governors and some of Colonial

evils of speculatiop in

-

officials in Whiteha!ll saw the
tand and of the granting of land w0 persons who might
sell 1t at a profit without having done anything towards
its improvemant or cultivation: they attempted o
control this by conditions of residence, conditions re
quiring improvements (¢ be made by restrictions on
alienation for Limited periods, but these were far from
effective und by the vear 1828 less than ten per cent
of a total of nearly 3000000 acres granted were
cleared and the culfivated lands were less than two
and a hal otal. In 1828 Sir Francis
Hastice of
th Wales criticised the abandonment of quit

rents in Crown Grants and the tatlure o collect such
ents, for he regarded them as o means of coniroting
land use as well as 2 continuing source of revenue,
sir George Murray, the Secretury for the Colonies, in
a %f_é;; to Governor Darling in 1831, condemued
the practice of “individaals accumulating large tracts
of country In their possession” and said that such a
practice .mn,a M ¢ Lo very serious evils and was one which
?J?mnz w 255 the Colony because so many
Howed Jarge portions of their grants
sume uncultivated state when they

[ oper cent of the
Forbes, the dypamic and farsighted Chiel
New Sou

peaive ihen

Taﬁxmcw ﬁ‘wz;m term of office witnessed the
first ma fand policy in the Colony, was
opposed rrant of unlimited rights of permanent

OWNers
the spr

" :c?i_mﬁ_. the difficuley om confinine
of settlement by prehibitions such as had

RIAATNT

iﬁag i Macquaric’s day but favoured the oce UPAtion
{ land :mzi _Q., se ot licence coupled with a lipited
:w::m for the lessee or licenses to acguire the freehold.

By the time free selection of rural lands was intro-
duced in 1867, there were elements of a land fever in
the community ,,,.»w:n_m continued for many yeurs (hares
after: all sorts of frauds and devices, dum ving and
pencocking. were adopted o mhcw:?, additional wmsgm
until at leagth by the 1890% e agaregation of larg

- the ipadequacy of the devs cﬁmwrw

areas in few hands
and improvement of lands and @E mituence of Henry
George's single tax theories, combined ro reveal the
follty of ecarlier policies of fund dispoesal and o demon-
strate  the need  for conserving  the 1ainiy une
alienated Crown lands and introduc cing some measure
of eontrol over its disposal and use in the pultlic |

terest, Amongsi the steps that were taken mmi. 3@@
were the creation of new forms of tenure, particularly
ﬁ.m:mm of limited freehold interests such as the home-
stead grant which was in reality similar to the orants
m :F _. the carly Governors. namely, the grant of a
fec simple subject to the payment of o perpetual rent
W be reassessed every ten vears as a proportion of the
value of the land. and o certain other conditions in-
cluding personal residence of the holder. Land tax was
mmposed in 1894 (0 make the aggregation of lurge
estates unprofitadle and in the early years of this cen-
tury plans were devised for the repurchase or o SUIMi-
tion of privately awned lands for closer settlement on
terms which would give the new scltlers estates loss
than freehold, including leases in perpztuity or for long
terms. There was even in some crarters a sirong move-
ment for the nationalisation of the land and. indeed,
the adoption of lease chold tenures as the main or sole
method of disposal Crown lands for settlement
right be characterised as o form of natonatisation and
was in fact introduced in Que wd in the carly v

" the centary.

Despite the oftrepeated claim aof grazing und farm-
ing interests that only the security of tenure pravided
5. freehold estates will ensure adeguate development
of rural lands. the e experience of the disposal of :
held interests in such land has. in some rural areas a
least, proved the contrary. Fiscal faws have pes
done much o put the ownership of land in frue
spective: the burden of land tax and nunicipal and
rates on land ownership has come 10 be regarded as
inevitable and as one of the costs of E.n.é:c.:am, whil
the future incidence of death and estate duties
serious and nmx::::ww anxiely to arge landowners.
Whilst some of these obligalons exist to s simifar
extent on leasehold estates. the income tax laws are
far mote generous in the deductions allowed for tax
purposes to the holders of such interests, indesd. from
this viewpoint and if the Jand is regarded as an assel for
its immediate productive capacity as distinet from b _ﬁw
@ durable asser which may result in some o capital g
the ownership of a leaschold intevest in land ma « ?.w
more advaptageous than ownership of freehold estate

Rural planning. closer settlement, and the dew m:mf
ment and population of new regions like irrigation
areas. present rather different problems from those
which are encountered in the replanning of cities and
towns. more particularly because of the astronomical

i
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inereases in the values of land in and aboul cltes and
mmetropolitan areas which on any basis are quite un-

matched by the inereases in the values of raral lands
cept those where metropolitan development 15 in
prospect.  To illusrate this, it is only pecessury (o
E:: on that the unimproved value of land in the City

Sydney. the most deasely bulli-up area in the State,
_mﬁ,:urg from £70.556,374 1n 19537 1o £283,143 . 893
in 1966 whilst i the Municipality of Blacktown. a
developing ares in which there were large tracts of
vacant land ripe for developrasni, the Increase was
from hw,wwm,f...mu in 1951w £46.077.123 10 19606,
those lpereases far outstrip the diminution m the value
of mone ed by changes in the standard price
inghice

L

Muany have been the solutions
lemy of plunning cost o which

suggested {or the prob-
[ have adverted and

which are emphusised by sueh spiralling values as
these, Supporters of Henry George's theories see (he

land tax us o panaces for this and
economic problems of modern society but it is
that i any substantial impact on land values is
to be made by land axation the rate of any such tax
would have to be so high thal most people would
regard il ag excessive and confiscatory, 4«5 s schemes
for the exprepriation of any inerease in the value of
i :g which 18 ripe for wiawé nent or of the uncarned
incroment which land gains as a resull of community
s and expenditures have been investigated and

unposition of
othe

Yas

devised in the davs since the First World War, In par-
ticulur, the principles of betterment. as it has come 1o
have received constderable support from

be called,
.Em:mﬁ.;, and even been given legislative recognition in
the town and country planning provisions of the Local
Government Aci of this State, but the inadequacy of

these provisions wu,f, provoked other suggestions for the
acgissition of some M i of the unearned increment in

ar
values by a developient charse varying with the
woin value of lands on which development is
sed. The Uthwatt Committes in England recom-
mended i

langd

the acouisition of the development righls in
ands cutside built-up areas on payment of compen-
salion, together with complementary restrictions upon
de ;.,_cv%i; &a a power of compulsory acquisition for
public purpose These recommendations were incor-
porated in the mwr ish m:: noand Country Planeing Ao
of 1947 which also eguired pavinent of o jevy for
private development, but subseauent legslation in the
19583, 1954 and 1959 abolished the scheme. As
by as May of this vear o bill to establish a Land
Commission with power o acquire land by compul-
sory progess and o impose betterment lev vies wias
introduced Into the British House of Comunons o gi
effect te the recommendations made in o White Paper
ublished in Seprember. 1965, This bill proposes that
fand acouired by the 1 ;.:i Commission may be dis-

posedd of by n new form of dtle called “erownhold
subject to covenants which will preserve the develon-
ment rights in the Commission, restrict alienation by

Ao::_}i:z a W._ﬁi of pre-
m price or on terms which
o1 .:H aptial inerease in value,
in some respects o schemes
and irrigation lands

the holder and e the
emotion or resumption
wonid excluds any actua
This leaislalion is sumilar
far settlement of rural

o

i
1
i
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which have beep in force in this Stete for many vears
and. In particular, like those schemes, it adopts the
principle of the disposal on o limited tite land ac-
quired by compulsory process.

One feature which is seen to emerge as o
,,_.,BE: of many of the legisiative

designed o acquire or pre eserve dey
the retention in the

SO

zna other plans
elopment oights 13
Crown or some public authority
of the ultimate reversion of any land which may be
the subject of development or redevelopment. Why
then, one may ask. 15 it not more approprisie to acquire
by cEMET:: process of universal o UH: cation without
compensation the ultimate reversion in all lands held
in fee simple so that the tities of the holdsrs in
simpie E, all fands would be reduced to those of lessees
from the Crown for a long term of years? This would
at ong mz..cwc converl the present systemn of land titles
from one of freshold inheritable estutes (o estutes of
fimited duration.

Whether this be charactegised as a
an inroad on property Dmrﬁm Or &4 nie
priation without compensation, it is a change which
would be regarded as highly conducive to the osc ferly
redevelopment of urban areus by some plunners and
farge-scale developers who have become woquulated
with the system of leaschold tenure

‘moof the law,
ure of exXpro-

. which 23_ 5 in
Cunberra and who consider thas such o sysiem would
provide, at minimum cost o the community, o simple.

lexible and effective basis for planning de velopment
and controlling Emh use. The legal eficacy of Zhnn i
ystem of titles needs no emphasis for there is no
easier way o 55:2 and use than by the covenunts
ol a lease and, moreover, as the werm of o lease expires
the development rights would necessarily revert to the
Crown and the value of the owner’s intevest in the land
would diminish year by vear instead of w.:ﬁ,ﬁ;wmr ias

it mcﬁ, when an owner has an estate in fee simple.
“ven it full compensation rights for improvements on
the land at the end of the lease were reserved o the

w

fessee, the cost o the conupunily of redevelopment
schemes and  public projects such as roud widening
would b infinitely smaller bocause there would be
room for speculation in land dealing and no
prospect ol a person acquiting and retaining  the
ownership of land simply for the purpose of secur-
ing & capital gain.

Iy one sense it might be sald that such o system
would restore the landholder 10 o position vis-a-vis the
Crown or the community similar o that which he oe-
cupied in feudal society vis-a-vis hiy overlord, and in
rerms of renderine a service o the Crown or w the

e

commiunity this is a proper oblisation to be expected
of 2 landholder. lor the land i 4 Q..MEEM\E:., uset
which no single person has crested and which no

person can own escept in the sense that he may use it

during his time on earth. Ia this respect it is para-
doxical that the common law confers rights in per-
petuity upon owners of Jand whilst cia limnited rights
are conferred by statute upon imventors, suthors and
composers: despite the human ing mE: and eHor

which is basic to an invention and the insplaton and
tabour which result in the creation of lerary and
musical masterpieces, the rights of ownership aranted

to imventors, authors and composer v logislation
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relating 10 patents and copyrights are limited to specific
terms of years. Is 1t not anomalovs that society cons
tinugs 1o extend rights in perpetuity o the ownership
of lend which is a community asset whilst refusing to
extend simulur rights to the product of o ¢reative mind?

It & to be expected that measuges directed to the
ends that T have suggested would meet with a wealth
of oppesition, Like o suggestion on cognate lines made
tw the Uthwan Committee in 1942, it would be ob-
jected 1o as involving land nationalisstion. This
hardly an apt characterisation of the proposal because
it would preserve the rights of user of the current
owner tor his life or for some long term which would
prebably be of the order fifty vyears and, 1w any
case, a5 | have endeavoured 1o show, our Taw of real
property has its origin in the dominion of the Crown
over all lands and. in this country at any rate, the title
of every owner 1o the land he occupies is at root that
of u tenant only, That such a scheme would entail the
expropriation of the reversion without compensation
is updoubted, but one may ask whether :fu_.. is any
real difierence between the imposition of death apd

estate duties at very high rates on the value of land
passing by inbe :rE?, on the one hand, and the ter-
mination of the interest of an owner on his death or

the limitation of such interest to & long peried of years
on the other: and for that matter, one may also be
tempted to ask whether it difers in principle from the
impusition of land taxes, municipal and shire rates on
the values of Jand or m,ﬁ fevying of a capital gains tax
on any increase in the value of land held? This does
not mean, however, that as an acquisition without com-
pensation the suggested scheme s necessarily unjust,
For one thing. the concept of “just compensation™ or
“just terms” for the acquisition of property which is
part of the Australian constitutional system 5 recog-
nised as “ipvolving a consideration of the interests of
the community as well as of the persons whose property
1 acguired.” A sccond element is that the whote notio
of justice is bound ap with the question of equal treat-
ment amd @ far application of the same rule 1o every
citizen und fandowner and to every possessor of land
is no more unjust than any law which restricts in equal
munner the freedom of action of all citizens or tand-
ewners i the interests of the general welfare of the
commumty. The issoe of iustice 15, in reality, 4 socind
ope of preserving fair and .Ern_z,:m zwrm, of land-
owners and this in wrn poses the question whether a
title Himited to the life of the owner or to a term of,
sayv, fifty vears, or some reasonable unexpired residue
of such o term, would afford sufficient security for the
exploitation or development of the land. Upon this
matter there ¢an be littde doubt, for it is becoming

not infrequent practice for new trading enterprises of

some large companies to be developed on land held
under fease for terms of ffty years or less and, of
course, there are substantinl income tax advantages

seeruing 1o oa %43:32, or trader who undertakes the
construction of buildings on land held vader leasehold
litke which are not similarly available where the jand
i held in simpie. And even in the domestic or
family sphere 1t is rare that ap ordinary homeowner
would expect security for more than Afty years and
certainky not for o peried  extending bevend  the
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life of himsell and his ?::,. the new maasure of
security attaching 1o mere weekly twnancies of homes

which are protected by the Landiord :nx Tt
{dmendment) Acr i this State shows at once the ex-
tent to which family social peeds can be met by the
creation of leasehold interests and the manner in which

rights or property can be affecied by legislation with-

out the expenditure of public funds _sﬁmr NOCESSATY L0
compensate lor the aflection.

Apart from the objections already mentioned, any
seheme to convert existing ttles in fee simple into

leasehold interests or o acquire the development E.:m
by the meuns discussed would be criticised as 55 rac

ticable. It may be that it has some « Eu:m? of ideulism,
but 50 in farge measure have many of the major plan-
ning proposals which have been formulated in rogent
vears: :aia there Is probably in these days more
invective dirceted against planners for being visiona
or _%m:_,,,:w than almost any other ?ﬁ?f&ﬁ: ol

the community, Lik so many sound planning pro-
posais which in spite of their idealistic qualities

been frustrated by lack of money, its practicab is
a nuatter for foresight and courage. Given o deterning-

ton e revitalise our cities and urban areas. w ensure
proper standards and improve the amenities of futue
cities and towns, as well as an acknowledgment of the
need to control development n rural areas, the only
question remaining to be answer a is whether we can
devise o means by which all necessary steps 1o these
ends can be taken without the :m:sﬁ; burden assum-
ing crippling proportions. No ong doubts that the cost
of planning and replanning must be met by the com-
munity, that is, by its presest and future citizens who
will share the benefits which are certain o ensue from
the implementation of sound planning proposals, s
it nol maore equitable, therefore, 1o cast fEnancial
burden upon the landowner whose efforts did not te
and seldom have udded much o the value of the asser
in his hands rather than o expect the productive pro-

wage

cesses of the communpity and the income and
carners (o bear another impost which will have to be
passed on and added o all other community costy
By such a wholesale change in land titdes. the land-
owner will lose the prospect of any capital apprecia-
tion in the value of the land but this is something he
has not carped, and “his heirs and assigns” will lose
the prospect of inheriting un asset having a value which
they did nothing to create.

And so at lengih 1 opose for conside
and research the ¢ W:?:cw whether in
fightened years the time has not arived o reform
our property laws so s to restore the land to its ::ﬁmi
and proper place in the social and economic order. s

-

railon, ey
these more en-

there a sound basis for saving that o fundwmenial
reform of our land laws would facil _r:m. ar fur lesy
cost o the community, the rebuilding of decaved und
obsolete localities in our cities and rowns to give them
new vitality, the creation of uew urban areay with
factities and awenities to provide o {ull Bife 1o lown
dwellers, and the control of rural land use 10 ensure
the best development of our productive resources and,
by the integration of all these objectives, the ImMproves

ment of community life in our modern c:EE socrely?
Are we satisfied that it 15 impossible to achieve these
ER, 1947




can bear otherwise
basic change in our Jand faws, and, if so,
apposite that we should be prepared to iniro-

objectives al o cost the commugnity
than E S0
is i not

duce a system of leaschold tdes and, by reducing
catutes in fee simple in land o terms of vears,
diminish some of those property rights which for cen-

turies have ensued [rom a graat of land “to John Doe
fis hedrs and assigns forever™

LTS S e

(Or THE ECONOMY")

m...m:mwcﬁiw:n_?.ﬁ:.ag:E.Sm\“.m,,,,rx._x:mSMw:w
Good Covernment, and for many years o (wior in the
Austraffan School of Social Science, offers, with due
dckamvledpmenis 1o Do H. G Pearce, o scientific
andysiy of (he principles on which hupian sociery s
hased and which, he claims, must be freed jrom con-
rraveation by governmenis before society can he re
stared b healih and sanity, .

ECONOMICS may be

defined as the study of how
civilised ?oa:‘_: nan mm; a hiving, and the Body
Eeonomic as that patural order among human w_o%_i
in the :r:wi which co- EQEE} the competitive acti-
vities of diverse producers, sesking through social co-
production. the satisfaction of their i
with the feast etfort,

Human beings are rational animals with a nafural
mclization to live together as friends and to co-operate
in lessening the dominaton of mwatter through exchange
and the division of tabour. Their sole intention is to
further their own gain, but in pursuit of this end they

duite unpwittingly, construct a marvellous price system
and & world-wide Body mno_Ez:c which was no part
of their inteation bur simply a product of their nature.

in the words of Adam wz::f
hand which leads man w
o manner for his own
which was no pa

wr re arises an invisible
direct his industry in such
gain that he promotes an end
rtoof his intention.

Economic Science, then, must nol be seeq as a study
of satisfactions (the feld of the psychologst), nor as
the study of the means whereby we obtain such saii
fucticns (the concern of the technologisty, but as o
study of that geonomic good which all men pursue,
namely, e economy of efforr trough exchange. This
great principle of cconomising exertion is the unifying
force which s (0 be seen among o multiplicity of pro-
ducers whose aotivities are _amcw»:& by competition
and whose products in exchange are co-ordoated
price

Products, the ecogomic goods which
the material, or subject matter, of 1l anasc:xﬁw
viston, but not of hiy intellect, The proper subject
matter of bis study is priced producis, that s, _uhomwﬁw
which have been transformed by combination of the
arfistic form implanted by man in natural substances
and that social form which is added to them by society
the market, te, price. Hence, price s 0 be seen
the one social Torm within the many goods, a form
which & not the product of man's ar Bt something

alf pursue, are

3
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which results from his social aature

As the common pursuit of this saving of
fixed by our nature. but is left o our :qu choice,
there can be ao other reason for the existence of soclety
other than the benefit of its members; and 5& beneht

cffort is ot

the common sood, or profit of associarion. Thus, we
may see arising naturally within every soclely:
{1y The common good, or profit of ussociation,
(2) The economic good, or suving of effort
(3y The public good, or care and preservation of
the common good, the paramount function of
government (the Body Politie) and the true
end ol law.
tvery soclety s dependent for ils nourishment on
the Body Economic which not only feeds und proy

sions very member of society, but promotes the releuse
of an ever-growing number from the lowly pursult of
their material needs to the production of all 115 highe
and more noble services. Thus

all those engaged
serving the Body Social, in government and in the
many professional and cultural activities which, in the
CCONOIC sense, ale ::z-sﬂoaxom e, are “outside’ the

Body Economic while being rcm:m tely dependent on

it for all their :EEiE needs. While they earn what
they ger, they do not. in {act, produce it

Sacie ﬂ _. a natural erganism, and the way i which

s snomically  ordered—oprofoundly  influencing

the ﬁ: fL: mental und moral state ol every com-

also subject to the operation of narural

economic laws, This was seen clew more than a

century agoe, by Adam Smith. Econony
since then become relegated to the rank of o pseudo-
science, having no consistent conclusions but, instead,
4 chaos of opinions which only bewilder the m.«.ﬁ‘:ﬁ:ﬁ.
fend support to the special privileges of veswed interests
and ﬂ_.osm_m materisl Lor cndless d dispute among the

however, has

ceonomists themselves upon such irrelevancies as wage
fixing, price control, tarifl protection. money mono-
poly, and the like. I the ubsence of commonly Cacknow

modern ceonomics i nothing more
than o technique of thinking which _nwmn? Er concept
of any patural order or i;m inhicreny in the economy
in favour of a political art of planning by supernen,

ledged principles,

The activities of all such economic planners are based
on the false notion that the commen gooad 1§ synony-

mous with ‘social welfare’, or State doles, provided by
an arbitrary assault on private ncomes, This, of course,
is not government, but mis-governmmen( oot the pre-

servation of the common good. but rather its destrue-
don; not the promotion of our private good. bul iy
pegation.

OLD FRIENDS DEPARY

On going o press we |

carn with sadné death
of two good Geoglsts, Sanmy Herriotr, of Museor, and
Bob Varlow, of Wellington, N.Z, For Bob. who died
in October, it was & happy relsuse for he had soffered
bravely for years [rom g malignant cancer, Tl

of San’s passing was a shock: he seemed full of health
and vigour ar s tast appearance ot o Club Bvening,
CEMBER, 1947



ND THE

wm ALFRED HASSLER, New Yeork

(Execurive Secretary, The

though characterized by
and frawid, revealed the over-
peace on the part of the Sowh

3 elections,

The Sepiember
eXtensTve manipudaiion
whelming desive for
Vietnumese popularion,

On September 3 the voters of South Vietnam elected

President, a v Wmm-whf:_nm_ and a Senate wnder their
new constitution. Both the Constitution and the elec-
tons were a E%C:wn to :5 msistent agitation of the
‘militant” Buddhists of South Vietnam. who have long
made plain their dissatisfacdon with the governing
military junta and their fonging for an end to the war,
General Nguven Van .3:&:.. the present chairman
the military junta. was elected President, und Generat
Ngruven Cao Ky, the preseat premier. Viee-Presiden:.
mzownﬁ:n: for the JTohnson administration have hailed
the elections as a sigpificant step towards democratic
self-government. The elections were highly significant,

but nat in the terms that the administration would Hke
us to believe. What they demonstrated. against enor-

mous obstacles, was the overwhelming desire on the
part of the Vietmamese people for an end to the wu

Any Americans who still believe that the United States
is fighting on behalf of the South Vietnamese peopls
shouid find in the results of the elections reasons for
sober rethinking

THE RESULTS
There were eleven sets of candidates for the
dential and Vice-Presidential offices: one military and

ten civilian, The results were follows:
Ticket Total Vote  Percentage
Thicu-
Cuo Ky . o 1638002 35

UE_M Drzu-
it hdes
Phan Suty-
Phan Quang Dan
Tran Yan Huong.
Mat Tho Truy
pla Thue Ky-
Nghyen Van U:;_ R 146,573
Nguyesn muw W Guat
Tran Cun Chan
Nguven Van Hiep

.?, w:;:
Trae

RO 28R

1)

guven The Truven 158498 k
Yu Hong Khanh-
Duong Trung Dony TR 52 i
Houng o w_m?
Licu Quang Kk 24,429 1
Pham Huy Co-
Ly Cmﬁr ...J;:F 106,388 2
Tran Van Lyv-Huynh
Cong Duong 41,887 2
4,703,313 it

namese Cci,::: :nt imvited numerous
witness the elections and attest to their
were individuals, some were represents
goverpments. OF some 63 observers, 22 con-

tives of

GOVERNMENT

International Fellowship

-

f Reconciliation)

stituted a ream sent by President r.%?,,‘i. 1 by
former amba Henry Cabot Lodge had
atready. during his incumbeney in fr:rw%, E0n-

strated his objectvity by calling for the election of th
seneralsy.

The f:q;,.w: observers reported to the
that the elections had been ¥

pointed 1o :,E fact that 82

President
casotably falr”, They
the reg

had actually ﬁxam as compared wi in the last
Presidential election i this cous :: C ne observer siid
that the absence of fraud had been demonsieated by

CGeneral Thieu's failure o ge Eo% thay 34.8% of
the vote; frand. be said, would have produced a much
farger total, (Mr. Dzu, who came n second. said that

without fraud Thizu would have got oply 107

The report of the observers iy virually meaningless.
Few. if any, of them, spoke Vietnumese, so that they
were dependent on mo,\.n_ﬁ_zm:?_ﬁdﬁg d interpreters.
Visits anvwhere outside the city of Saigon are

dependent on the armyy and government officiads, which
allows for any necessary advance “arrangements” (o
be made easily.

Viemamese opposed 1o the
warned before the

ky-Thicu
clections that ohservers

government
wotlad ot

see the frauds, and that the only purpose they would
serve would be to validate ap invalid election. An
clection  official declured o o reporter from the
National Carholic Reporter that he expected to che

and that “you could send 10,000 observ
know. In the villages soldiers will fire guns in the air
one kilometre away. They will say VO attack. People
will not come 1o vote, The official. he EE corre Q their
vote, anyway, He will count
He went on o explain that the

w—they never

v

;wr T; :E::

is written up in the evening nior clection
official (@ Ky appointee) and ballots then de-

stroved. But even if (he g..wmﬁ..._smm wmm been scrupulously
honest. the fact would be largely wrelevant. So much

had been done before the b
for the Thieu-Kv ticker that
not have been needed

WHO VOTED?Y

The 38% who reportedly voted were 83% of the
registered vorers, not of the population, Excluded were
{1 all those living in “insecure’ areas, which means
areas controlled by the National Liberation Frout
;;ﬁnc:m._ and {23 all voters who were considersd
“unteliable”, whick, in South Vietnom, means people
believed 1o be supporiers of the NLE or to stand for

alloting to assure victory
fraud on election day may

pedee  or nentralism,  which are considered o he
synonymons  with communisim. Novak reported  that
ip a randomn sampling of Saigon students he found

that three out of eight | familics had been disgualified
and not allowed 10 vote. Thuos the enormous “peace
vote” becomes even more significant, since the govern-
ment had already tried 1o exelude those most likely o
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the American government's
own figures (W, P Bundy, New York Times, 9°8/67),
of South Viewam’s potental electorate wer
stered, so hat ,_E::ﬁ:r: ely 56% voted, But this
v means that the number of ballots reported
mied 10 569% of the number of citizens of voting
Aﬂxf m:Z rp c::f.:wﬁi mmﬁmﬁ :é sééwnn:c:

vote s this manner. By

PR

. that some CSM:E candi-
regis ,mm:z had leaped upward in
certain regions just before elections. apd that Mr. .Uw:
wi came in sscond, reported thar only 0% of f the
voters in one districr had come 1o the wcm? but a
90% vote had been recorded.y Thus, even if EF:E:
itselt was strictly honest, Gu,_,pn_,mgm Thieu m:& Ky we
clected by the votes of 34% of 56% of the Qni:ﬁ:a

a tond of 19% of South w;ﬁ:.,:.“_w s citizens of voting
age.

ELECTED BY PLURALITY

Lules for the clections were sal
stituent Assembly, which in furn was nm ored in Sep-
tember, 1966, That election was so characterised by
manipulation and fraud that the mca&w it leadership,

wo i.ﬁsm cards ¢
.;m@wm that

p by the Con-

whese actions had lorced the elections 1o be held,
pubslichy amnmg for an election boycott. Here, o,
public fgures known w stand for peace or neutralism,

as well as ,ﬁw, supporters, were barred from becoming
candidares, and American reporters noted that cam-
paign speeches mude no refercnces o the war and
governmen: corruption. the two principal issueg in the
public mind.

Shortly after thas
sembly widely consider
sentiment,  Tran
The government arrested

clection. a member of the As-
i 1o be a possible feader of
Van Yan, was  assussinated.

and tmmediate v executed a

[

voung man charged with being the assassin, and re-
ported that he _ d been o Vietcopy terrorist. Shortly
after, the government suspended ._EEEE on of the

Fietndem C::Et. il

influentinl  English-language
Saigon newspaper, for repovting the widespread belie!
that the sssussin actually had been o goveroment agent.

The Assembly. therefore. despite occasionul fashes
of independence, has been subservient to the govern-
ment, 18 firs ::3 demonstration ol thuat subservience
wan the agre C:mE that the Presidential election would
be decided by pluraiity (move votes than any othes
candidate’sy rather thap by majorily {more than hall
the votes cast) and that therefore no run-off election
aeed be held. This deciston was followed by a pro-
liferation of civilion candidates, reportedly encouraged
by the government, and pressure by the military junts
on General Ky (then a Presidential condidate) w wke
the Vice-President nomination uader Thicu so that
there woukd be only one military ticket 1o contest the
plection with & number of civilian ticket
CAMDIDATES OF THE BALLOT

The second demonstration of s
the Assemblys raling ofl the ballow in late July, the two
cardidates most dkely to give the generals real trouble
These were General Duong Van Minh and Mr. Au
Troong Thauh. General Minh, theugh living in exile in
Thailand, is one of South Vietnam's most popular
5, He Eséz ice m En capdidacy and in its fst vote
PRTGy . But General Ky refused

bservience came with

GO0

GOVERNAMENT

permit Minh to return to Vietnam to campatgn. and in its
second meeting the Assembly obedienty removed him
from the ballot. Au Truong Thanh, « highly respected
economist, had served in three South Vietnam cabinets,
including General Ky's, from which he had resigned in
protest this past spring. He announced his candidacy
on a stratght peace platform, with a crossed-out homb
as his symbol and ‘cease-fire” as his slogan. He, oo,
was fiest approved and then removed from the baliot
by the Assembly, after the Ky police had announced
that Thanh was a “Communist’

At the same time. the Assembly meekly
risling of its own comumittee, denying Thieu and Ky a
place on the ballot, because they had refused o resign
their goverament positions as required of all candidates

revoked o

by the constitution, and had even refused o app
before the committes to defend themselves, The
sembly, acutely conscious of the loud and heavily
armed presence of national police  head, Generl

Nguyen Ngoc Loan. voted to put Thieu un
ballot.
CENSORSHIP

Hois a truism that free elections
the absence of freedom of speech und of the press. In
South Vietnam, censorship of the press has been so
blatant as to have embarrassed even the US. Embassy,
which reportedly brought heavy pressure on the Ky
government to eliminate at least its most obvicus mani-
festations. large white spuaces appeacing regulacly on
the pages of Vietmamese newspapers where the censor
had bodily removed whole acticles {ound offensive tw
the government. Other 1 newspupers were suspended, and
General Ky warned that any crificisny of Lis govern-
ment would be %m&.a ed as support {or the enecmy.

Shordy before the clections, the Thiev-Ky govern-
menl announced the end of censorship: rhen, oo the
day before the clection, General Thicu announcaed the
suspension “tor an indefinite period” of Than Chung,
one of Saigon’s most widely circulated newspupers and
very miich pro-peace, and a smaller paper, Saag
Generat Thien explained that “even in o democracy

d Ky on the

are not possible in

i
one has a right to suspend newspapers that support
totalitarians™—a charge that the publisher emphatic-

ally denied.

Even withour the overt censorship, however, the
press has diterably wken its life in #s hands with even
the mikdest criticisim of the government or support of
upposition ta it Allocation of ;m:ﬁmz,wm_f is determined
by the governmern, and newspaper publishers temptec

o get Tour of lne” know how :?:,fﬂ their businesses
can be closed, Thus, very listle appeared in the press
about the positions. or even an:m? of opposition
candidates, while the papers were constantly filled with
the statements and activities ;_. the oxis :E, LOVers-
mest.

CAMPAIGNING

The ‘ruies’ provided thar candidates cowd not begin
campalgning before August . Geperal By, insisting
ihat other candidates audhere rigidly to this rule. himsel{

began campalgning openly and vigorously in Ffune.
Civilinn candidates compluined ¢ .;m gL August b oo
continued harassment, most of were not able

enerals had or-
bBlankeled the

&n% where
crating; Thieu-Ky

gven o visil many
ganisations op
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villages, Many Vietnamese did rot even know who wis

runming. much less what they stood for,
THE PEACE [SSUE

[ have reported belore {Congressional Record <
May 4. 1967, page 4) that my visits last winter to

South Vietmam had convinced me of the truth of the

assertions by Thich Nhat Fanh in w? hook® and efse-
“Vietnent Lotus in oo Sea of Fire) (HEE & Wang. (967

B8

where: (1) that the overwhelming desire of the South

Viemamnese people for pesce, and (2} that there
qurwiw_.: and vital peace movement coalesced
around the Buddbist LaBoi and Catholic Song Dao

I

movements. Their position is that it is onlv Anierican
inglitan and cconomic pressure that keeps the Ky-
Thien government in power and the war continuin

Lett 1o themselves, they say. they would form a

genmnely representative government that would pro-
ceed ne onee o ond the ?::UET call for o cease-fire,

and proceed o negotiations for peace with the ZQ,‘.
and the North Vietnamese, and for military withdrawa
with the United States

The elections testify to the reality of this senti-
ment:

(i) The Thieu-Ky rticket was /ﬁnﬁ% to get al
least 40-50% of the vote, and proba bly more than
hall. Genmeral Thica himself had said it would be
difficult to govern with g Sﬁu of less than 40% ., He

actually . 1o spite ol all the advantages he had,
3489 Fven io get thus, Thicw was compelled by the
pedce stutements of other camdidaies 1o sav, as cam-
paigring way drgwing o oan end, that i elecied e

werdld Initiale
representalives of the NLTF.

(23 The three candidates nexs
and m:cmt all had announced
they polled 38% of the vote.

(3 Qoly one of the oivilian tickets .@c;ﬁ:W:
ported the war and called for invasion of the north,
Hi came 10 opext o last. with a total of ,.::v 106,000
out of 4.700,000 votes cast, Thus the total anti-Thieu
vote on the peace issue was approximately 2 to |,

(4) Wit General Minh EE Au Trueng Thanh our,
the experts had expected Tran Van Hueng to run
second to the generals. with Phan Kbhae Suu a possible
close third. Both Huong and Suu are fairly well known,
both having served as premier since the davs of Presi-
ent Diem. Both men came out for peace in their
platforms, but without much in the way of specifics.

But actually in second place. with 800.000 votes,
was a Salgon lnwyer, Truong Dioh Dzu, whose candi-
dacy had heen regarded as ioke by the experts. He had
no national reputation except for having been jailed
ducing the Diem regime for allegedly passing a bad
cheque. But Dzu took a Har-footed peace stand not
unlike that formerly Hmwo: by Au Truong Thanb and
criticised the Thieu-K mo‘,.;_,m_xaﬁ causticatly for itg
prosecution of the war and for the cor ‘uption it had
tolerated.

COMNCLUSIONS

Lo The people of South Viemam. against immense
obstacles. B nown unmistakably that they favour
the end of the war through o ceasse-fire and negotiations
with the ,/.:%m it Liberation Front and /2: Viemany.
Everr U5, sador Ebsworth Bunker declared: “1t

f».:xz.:,m panse

aitdd negorations with

{Dzu. Suu
Together

i ord
for peace,

sup-

[

SOO0D GOVERRNMENT

epresents the desire of the country, of everyone, lor

peace.”

200 there were provisions for a
among the top wipners, i is bevend
would elect 2 government that would end the

30 It is the United States that has maintained uma
presumably will maintain the Thiew-Ky government
power and will continue the war,

4. The peace tssue has been brought out in the
o such an extent that the Thieu-Ky governnient. with
American support, may be ex mm:qg to make some
peace moves, possibly including a sew  bombing
ﬁmm: But a ‘pause’ is not the same thing as a he i
Sop Hwn bombing uncouvditionally have said UN Sec-
retary-General U Thant and the heads of the Saviet
Union, and peace talks will begin shortly. But s pause,
with resumption of the TGEQ:; an explicit or implicit
threat. becomes an ultimatum. and warripg powers o
not accept wltimata. In this and other ways, the "peace
moves' of the new government are almost cortain to
be 9; in terms that will be unacceplable to the other
side. This will then make it possible for the Thicu-Ky-
Johnson axis 10 anpounce Ecwymv._ that it has made
every effort o end the war, bur that the other side is
upwilling 1o co-operate. This, in turn, will become the

run-off el
doub @E

ciion
ey

rationalisation for continuation and escalation of the
War,
WHAT CAN BE DONE

There is no easy w ay out of te impasse the United

States is in, but more of ' the same promises only further

tragedy. Responsibility of Americans is first to recog-
nise the facts, and, second, to insist that our LOVEIT
ment act according to those facts. Both supporters of
American polbicy and its 3_,32::? insist on their de-
sire that the Victnamese be allowed (o determine thets
own destiny, The elections reveal what that determina-
95 would be: peace. Those who are the spokesmen
of the peace movement insist that only the toral, un-
qualified support by the United States of the Thicu-Ky
goverament prevents its replacement,

Therefere. the United States must say that it stands

for the vight of self-deternination for the Scuth Viet-
namese. inctuding their right to replace the Thiep-Ky

government: that the elections reveal that an over-
whelming majority want o different goversment: and
that American military and econemic support will be
discontinued unless an opportuity is given for the
honest and full expression of that will,

Then let the Vietnamese take it from there.
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

The Summer School, usuadly held in January, will
this vear be held on the weeken FI6R,

d of KE.&H 8-4,
Single or half-day seminars are being arranged during

Fanuary: these will be notfied by cucular and Pre
advertisement,
DIARY
Dec. Th Australiun School of Social 8ci LeCU-
tive Meeting, 7 po
Dec. H4: Social Science Club, Christmas Party, from
T oo,
School classes have been suspended during Decem-
ber. The sociation for Good Oc,_ﬁs_xﬁr studdy

uroup has resumed, meeting on Tuesdays at 6 p
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vantsational  Noteo and  Report:

AUSTRALIAN SCHOCL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

Seminar on Taxaton

Op Sunday, November 5. the School of Social Seience
beld o seminar on the ,ﬂmq._nﬁ of Taxation at Social
Science House, Terrey Hills, This was well attended by
both members and the public who contributed 1o a

=ly examination of th n subject through a serles of
numbered, prepared  questions accepted by various
wemibers of the audienc

O the sublect of the *Rights of Property”, Dr. H.
G Pearce separated ‘property” into “private” and "public’
and pointed out that, o respect of the former, man
had @ moral right o his own products and that this
was defined and demonstrated by the science of the
Body Economic which was concerned with the dis-
tributicn of wealth. This distribution ok place through
the market in the form of priced producis and was
channelled into the three avenues of distribution—

T

ceonomic rent. wages and ialerest. Answering the
guestion: s there property in the eacth? Dr. Pearce
said that there was, but only “in common’. and that

this was the basts of the natural and sole revenue of
governments, the economic rent, Mr. W. A Dowe
smcmms the Oxford Dictionary definition of "Taxation’,
A compulsory contribution to government revenu
satd that, in the Hght of the previous speaker’s claim
thal man had & moral right o his own v:xwzﬁ,? faxa-
tion was robbery. This, he contended, was rrue. Govern-
ments needed money in order to govern: this was, how-
eVer. 1o m:f:f,nm_:: {or their robbing the people,
,..,kmf_.:é .u he sad, "o defence in law of stealing)
mm:ﬁc:Nm.;,,,..,.ﬁ..ﬁm%mﬂ:cﬁws_ﬁ:I:m:

Mr. ]
mo,..ﬁ.Ean te moral right to fake private property
or inceme by taxation?” said that no government could
claim to be exempt from the moral law, 16 i was
pmwioral for individuals to foreibly take the property
of others, it was egually so for @ government to do
so. Not even the needs of government overrode the
maoral Taw: so fong as there was ag allernative revenue
availsble 10 it no government had a right to levy on
the private wealth of its citizens, not even with their
comsent. And, of course, there was o perfectly good

revenue available to governments in the economic, or
site, rent. Furthermore. it wis a just revenue, Mr, B P.
ZM:. icton dealt with the guestion, "Do taxes increuse

r57" this was so
elurns of gro
that, on average

. and demonstrated how inevitably
E:msm from a list of company
profits. and taxation paid, showing

companios paid ,_Eﬁﬁﬁm:&i/ hall their Hr0ss ?:w

in taxes: this naturaily had the effect of fixing prices

al a ar above what they wouid be without the
recessity o pay the taxaton. Mro L. B, Boorman, on
“The Bect of Tuoxes on Wages™. showed that it was
only necessary [0 BXamine the process of the distribu-
tion o wealth to see how the portion going w0 labour
{1s f&mi is inevitably reduced by taxation, especially
in the form of income taxes. Mr, Gilchrist. vefercing
1o Mr, Powe's dictionary definition of 1axaiion, con-
ddered that, so fong as taxation was used as a levy
on privileges it was good. My, Ebbage. on the question
of ;rﬂzm posterity should have to pay laxes 10 meet
our debts, gquoted from the Commonwealth Year Book,
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on the steady cise in the public debt of Australia, and
the statement that a family of four now worked for
siz months 10 meet is tax g:mp::m, There were, he

%E fifty separate taxes in o loaf of bread. Mr. Otton,
answering the question, whet UC x; s made  goods
scarcer or more plentiful, showed that, since taxes WOk

a part of wages
the demand for
production,

>EQ afterncon tea and a short interval of andmated
conversation, the discussion resamed contribuied o by
he S_cﬁ._:m speakers: Mr. B. W, Carver, who quoted
Tom Paine (“Governments are the badge of our lost
innecence'™), and referred (o the Qﬁdnm; tleasshold
system as an example of the proper way of collecting
government revenue, Mr, Tom Perry, who said that, x
the fufl site rent was laken as gove rament revenue, the
ﬁ:on. of land would disappear, though :F rent would
continue to increase with the increase of population:
Meo E. B, Donohue: “The whaole idea of the “rent of
tand’ is wrong. Rent is not g payment for the use %._
tand. What we are concerned with is the ‘rent 3"
ciation’, for it is only in the market that rent azises,
through the exchange of products, Tt attaches i
in relation to their superior advaniages over sites
margin of production.”

Mr. Diowe, Director ol the

and interest this inevitably cartailed
products which, in turn, restricted

Australian School of

Social Science, in closing the seminar, referred 1w the
necessity to consider the subject of their discussions
as a part of the science of political economy, in which
it was essential o have ¢lear definitions of terni and
know exactly where amd how one procee eded, step by
step. This, c“ course, was what the School of Social
Science existed for. Scientic sutdy was the only pos

ble method of

s acquiring  knowledge of  economic
sclence.

It demanded an intellectual approach, not an

emotional one. Mr. L. B. Boorman, President of the
School, presided.
SOCIAL SCIENCE CLUB
Club Evening

Ln cnn:Em the discussion on the subject of Re
stricted Practices’, at the Club Evening on November

[7. Mr. John Webber gave an outline of the provisions
m 1,:. >::.mh:w,ﬁ:r_nm_m.mmmc;,;wﬁ:En_ﬁzzam‘m-

ferred to the fact that the natnee of the problems con-
fronting the administrators of the Act was aleady
hecoming sharply ¢lear, indicated by such statements
as “already, 500,000 agreements had been re gistered
in respect of the electronics industry alone”™ and “one
agreement concetned 750 separate dealers and thus

neces
question:

ditated 750 registrations”. Mr, Webber posed the
“Should we be pleased we now have this
Act, or thankful we escaped 0t for so jong?” He re-
marked that statistics on similar Acts in the UK. and
the U.S.A. showed what « bonanza this legislation
was fo the lawyers

The Australian Act was brought mto being with the
idea, as Cﬁ: essed by its o:whmpm ,@c:fcm; Sir Gurtield
Barwick. that the Government considered there were
trade practices “which denied the pubiic henefits
of free enterprise”. The speaker pointed out that New
Zeatand had already found that the systew of registra-
tion of ugreements, which the Auvstralian Act requires,
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s wo cumbersome and have abeodoned in favour
of action in response to actual complaints laid. Mr.
Woebber concluded by recommending to students of the
subject th 79 k "The Contol of Restricted Practices’
by C. Brock, of Trinity College, Dublin,

Mr. Him mh dall’s contribution to the subject wi
x wo,ﬁ:_n :m.. z

e history of restricted practices legisia-
tion in the US, and the UK. but began by pointing
out thay :; le resirictions were cven practised by the
Phoenicians, And. as an example of what he con-

sidered to be the futility of this type of fegislution, he
deseribed his own experience during the post-war pre-
occupation with price fixing when an attempt 1o fnd the

cost of a toothbrush manufactured by b emplovers
was abandoned as hopeless, This legislation, he said,
could creste a monster which could end by controlling
fts creators instead of serving them,

The main irterest i the U

hased on
it

U 5. legistation.
the Sherman Anti-Trust Act (1890). was the stres
laid on the necd o maintain free trade. and that it in-
volved the proposition that “too much competition
could restrict competition”, Amended in 1914, by the
Clayton Anti-Trust Act, the legislation was clarified
and widened in scope, on the one hand. while, on the

other. being cortailed i the dircction of its application
to agricultural co-operatives and irade anion activitics.
This amendment actually contained the enlightened

h human

declaration that “the labour of a
a comedity or article of commerce

The British legislation. originating as early as 1624,
incorporated efements of Swedish and Ubited States
law. modified in uccordance with local advice. I applied
onty i the area of industry erganised as private enter
prise. The current definition of a restricted trade prac-
tice was “an agreement between lwa of MOre persons
carrying o business (o aceept restrictions with 1 spact
to such matiers as the conditions of sale, prices to be
charged. or quantites supplicd of the goods they sell”.
Adam Smith, it should be noted. expressed the opnion
that vestrictive agreements between busipessmen werc
ievitiah ENY Cronomy.

The discassion cmcfE. mvelving members of the
sudicnee, revolved around the issue of whather this
type of legislation was an interfercnce with the [ree
market. frowas agreed  that the subject had proved
highly interesting and provocative and that o further
opportunity should be provided for dealing with it in
greater depth,

M, faek Brandon, President of the Club, in thanking
the two openers of the debate, Messrs. Randall and
ebber. for their excellent presentation of the results
their rescarch of the subject, invited them to co
contributing further, for the benefit of the mem-
at a later date which the Committee would be
ange.

being is not

hers,
happy o arr
Future Activitie

Furure

dutes for members dinries were announced

pors Cluby Chyist-

p,mﬁ: a.
Adlan Ashbalt on Tomun Rights
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MN.5.W. BODY ADVOCATING PROPORTIONAL
REPRESENTATION AND OTHER DEMOQCRATIC
ELECTORAL PRACTICES FORMED IN SYDNEY

Al a ?%wﬂ, Ecmzm: held in Syduey on Tuesday.
November 11, 1967, 2 body to be known as the Pro-
portionud m%: mEzoa Society of New South Wates,
was formed. Convener of the Eﬁ:gm Wiy James
Randall. representing a Provisional Committee which
had been meeting frequently since last .:.% 10 organi

and publicise the event. Apulogies [ soNCce w
received from @ number of prominent neonle sympa-
thetie with the Society’s aims but unable to atend due
to prioy engageme u? or offferal duties; E:c:q these
were Maj e-General J R. Stevenson, Clerk of the Pa
lament; Mr. Chester A, Porter, barrister; Mr, L. E
Whalan, Town Clerk., Muanlv Munic cipality: and My,
E. B. Donohue, President of the Associution fo Croad
Government,

After cﬂmmgm the meeting, Mr. Randall handed the
chair to Mro W. A Dowe, B A.. LL.B.. Director of
the Austy :S: School of Social Science. who outlined
the purpose of the E.,nrmm and gave a brief resume of
the meaning of the term Democratic MW?.R:L Pro-

%

cedures” which it was the aim of the Drganise the
meeting {0 secure. “Democracy.” swid yﬁ,. Drowe,
“means stmply the ‘rule of the people.’ that is,

that people should be rulers in their own counir —i Con-

dition that operates scarce by anywhere in the world today

Nat o even Austratin, Mr. Dowe conlinued, where  our
electoral swstem had features that could be d seribed  ax
democratic and was. 1o tha! exteni. in advapce  of, for
nstance. G Britain, for all its rroud  beast of ;

the “Mother of Parlimments. B was, of course, ne
to hold election; the elections themseives st b
He referred 1o the elections For the N.S.%W. ani;&,,,n o
{the State’s .c:_:m ambary which. while conducted within
the framewark of Proportionsl Representation. s‘e_,@ certainly
not democralic s the elections were heid on i MY
Parliamnt itseif. The truly democratic election would involve
the exercising of the single transferahle vale, giving one man

one vote ard one vote one ealue, in multi-sear conssittencies
soo that the disfranchising of large minorities is s OnEer
nos Abraham  Lincoln’s famous dictum was eterpalhy
valid "Government of the people. for the peapie, by the

75

people——" {1t was the principle that was import:
techuique by which i ws 7 achigved,

Mr. Dowe then called on Mr. Ra
muave, th solmion which. upon
arwl carried unanimously,
tation Sociely of NSV
a second resojution
Society. as follow

tit Fo seeure the adaption of the peir iple «

Fooney

badl to read. and form
being put (o the mee

¥

ing
brought the _urﬁe:::ﬁ R ?CE:

. inte rinm Mr. Randall thes moved
selitng oul the aims and obiects of the

Propor-

rublic bodies and for officers of
badies corporate or incorporate: and

(itl Lo achieve all such other
the most democratically effective

tional Representation by the method of the f::;r._ Transferable
Vole in a: electiens in the Commonweadt %zéi? bath
Farlamuentary and Local Government, ::ﬁ: public and semi-

ather g

oviations or

BEUTES UNCLssa
representaiion

Tey ey

Offers of the mcc.EJ.ﬂ. elec : mecling. are:
President, Mr. James Randall, vice-presidents, Mrs.
Duncan and My, F. I Brapagsn; hon. secretary, M

Len Moran, hon. tre
mittee menmh
and O, C.

-

i

easurer. Mr. John Wabher: com-
- David Duffy, Bruce Harkness
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Tell vour friends about

Better stiil: invite us to send them a complimentary

trisl copy—or take out a S.months subseription for

them: $1 postage paid. [Subscription form bslow.)

@ NEW INSTALLATIONS

@ INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL
@ MAINTENANCE

@ REPAIRS

Phones: 68.5231 {14 Llines)
95.5711 - 98.3149 (After Hours)

To the Peblishers of GOO0D GOVERMNMENT,
265 Theabeth Btreet, SYDNEY, M.E. W,

oy wish 1o subscribe to GUOD GOVERNME

for a period Of o, DEZITTINE WHT e o 188U

Poenclose the sum of o )
Money Urder
for the above subscription in advance,

{Sienature)..

8y address for mailing s .

Subseription rate: 8200 2 veasr, posted anywhere,

Harshern Llene Printleg oo Py, e, Horasby







