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THE NATURAL LAW OF PROPERTY

privale property has
:He(.! and defined as
ools who call them-
idea springs from
{ the raght of a man

i proguces and the
confeired on others to
he produces.  Since
ith shoutd be distribuled among ndi-
viduals in proportion as each contribuies
to the sum of wealih, it follows that the
share thus coming to each is his rightiul
pmnari In other words, what a man
produces s his own ﬁmwdsd he pays to
the community the equivalent .of any
natural advar of sitnation he enjoys
in the course of production. That is,
provided ke pavs economic rent to the
community, every penny of what is lefi
18 his righitul mopert} This arrangement
assures to all men an equal opportunity
to produce and %Lthshcs the principle
of “service for service™ which is the
fundumenial basis of just - distribution.
A self evident proposition directly it is
understood!  The Mawral Law of Pro-
perty makes the product the rightful
property of ‘th arod icer,-and also implies
ght o wi has been produced by
{ it iz obtained from them
xchangs and in-whatever part of

selves ad
treafing as i

the world it may be made. This law s
the © Pgotectlvc tariffs
apd In
av defence of property, it

fmmd to mean the guarantee to

of the fruits of their labour
ity s0. The real vindication of
propurty and the real law of dis-

in land and its rent is purely
predatory and the Very neg ation of true
properiy it iy the power to coms
mand se ithout rendering service

W

141 {or nothing. And
vick ¢ of service for sqwce,
whic ¢ seen, 14 the essential

condition of o just distribution. it pro-

vides the most powerful disruptive force
Thus do extremes meet. The

s which defend
those

i soCiety.
vested
pre

inters,
in 1

private

and and " advanced

ithinkers ™ who, w i i,
woidd dole out ey sgueis of
tsbour, on e

are alliss in an ati
rights of property

charity or benevolence.

idw that gives the produci-

cand every citizen?

Communities are free to conform to
this law or resist it. In this they can do
as they plesse. But whichever be their
choice the resulls are ceriain—wellbeing
and goodwill, or alternatively, poverty
arcl enmity. No more can we divert the
‘blood from its natural flow and expect
the heart to continue is beat, than we
can divert the flow of weaith from fis
natural channels and expect social life
to survive. Unhappily for us ali, this is
just what human laws atiempt to-day.
There exists to-day many a law that one
would think was specially designed to
deprive the producer of bis righiful pro-
perty. These man made laws are de-
fended by the selfish interests who profit

by them and supported by all the forces
“of the state,
these seifish interests we find men who,

in strange company with

in the nzme of advanced thought, deny
the right of a man to his own product

and propose to share it oui equally. .

“ Not mune, not thing, but ours 7 is their
cry. “From each according to his
ability; to each according to his ngeds ™
say “others. Well sounding and well
intentioned as they both are, we deny
the morality of either, for both conflict
with nature’s law that what a man makes
is his own. The ;1rbilm'ry State aciion
here mvolvecx is supposed to be based on
But ii-is for-
gotten that there is something greater
even than these—Jjustice. Justice must
come before cven charity, and it may
well be found that whenn men are assured
of the full fruits of their labour, very
litile charity will be called for. “ Equality
of opportunity wnd reward according to
service rendered " is the true maxim and
sguares with The naiural law of distribu-
tion and of property. It also scores on
the ground  of plddlcab!]lty, for what
human coust is qudlmed to assess either
the “ability " or the “needs™ of each
Not equality of

wealth, nor yet wealth according to
“needs,” bui “ equality of opportunity
and " diversity of wealth according to

service ” iy the condition which accords
with econcric Fustice.

Not the laws of pature but the laws
of man are at fault and need repeal
Not by denial of human rights and de-

-nungiation of the natural order shall we

ever learn “the art of living together,
but in discovery of these rights and Iaws
and givinw them free play. Noi the
natural order, but our ignorance of and
contempt for it is the source of cur social
troubles. On all sides this order is
assailed to-day. The natural law of
“equal freedom, equal rights and equal
duties ™ is legaily flouted wherever we
torn.  Our iaws fail to recognise the
elementary. principle that what a man
makes is his rightful property, and give
his earnings to privileged classes.
Access to land is the equal birthright
of all and the rent of land is cornmunal
properiy. By nature’s decree the scono-
mic rent of land expresses with marvel-
lous precision all _the * gains and
advantages which man achieves as he
progresses from barbarism to civilisation.

The - growth of economic rent is as in- o

separable from the advance of civilisa-
tion as the shadow from the substance.

¥When allowed to return to the whale

community which creates it, CVETY Imem-
ber secures his rightful share in the bene-
fits of ddvancmg civilisation otherwise
unattainable. Mere we have true com-
munism and the only kind of
communism humamty stands in need of.
The day which gives this communal
value to the comnmupity will leave each
individual citizen in enjoyment of the full
product of his individual labour, that is,
in possession of his rightful property.
For the first time we shail reconcile
communal rights with individual rights
and learn that in every way they har-
moinise one with the other.

" This coming of éach into his own, this
giving - to the community what -is the
community’s and leaving to the indi-
vidual what is the mdmdua] s 1S NO mere
hurdan device<-no mere smart idea of
man’s invenfion as ifs enemies woulkd
have vs believe, but the expression of-
pature’s everlasting law. - is the first
and greatest step we must take towards
“the art of living together™ and the
essential condition of lasting peace. It
is the putting into practice of ** that order
which God knows and wills,” the order
which in his upward progress it is surely
mans destiny to altair

W B, Lesiiw
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King Canute

In his address to the joint session of
the American Congress on MNovember
13, Mr. Atilee after covering the common
ground of the ways and means to inter-

- national settlement dealt-at some length
with the domestic policies of his Govern-
ment. The Labour parly, he said, be-
lieved they must plap the economic
agtivities of the covntry if they were to
assure the common man a fair deal. * We
are facing the future with courage and a
determination to win through: we have
not stood up to our enemies for six
years 10 be beaten by economics.”™ It was
& brave and defiant challenge in the irue
traditions of the mentality which, if i
does not doubt 1lhe existence of any
matural order, looks on aatural laws as
working hurshly {0 cause disparity and
Hl-being in human affairs,  The State is
all-powerful, <o it 35 imagined: i1 cun
decree and achieve a new and betier dis-
peasation by economic laws of its own
making. The only matter is that in this
conflict with nature, “beating economics.”
as was said, these eflorts are dikely 10
come 1o nauzhi
the kaight errant who tilted at windmills
and, of course, there was also King
Canute who was discomfited in somewhat
the same fashion.

Nationalisation of Bines

Tae Minisier of Fuel and Power, Mr.

_ Shinwell, has reiterated that the Gov-
ernoment intend to iniroduce a Bill for
the nationalisation of mines. The coal
deposits themselves are alveady national
property under legislation which was
passed by a Conservative  administra-
tion, although it would seem that the
process of apportioning the global pur-
chase price between the mineral owners
is not vet completed, The delay in in-
troducing the Bill for nationalising the
collieries indicates that the task of pre-
paring # I8 not so simple ag some
Ministers may ai firsi have thonght.

Difficult guestions will arise abont de--

limiting the subject matter to be pur-
chased, and still more difficult questions
about fixing an equitable price.

Mr. Shinwell was evidently alluding
to this when he said on MNovember 23,
at the dinner in  the Dorchester
Hotel, of the Open Cast Coal
Committee  of the Federation - of
Cwil Engincer Contractors: “We are
about to take over the mining in-
dustry.  That is not as easy as it jooks.
¥ have been talking of nationalisation
for forty years, bui the complications
of the transfer of property had never
occurred to me. 1 wish I could con-
vince vou to agree to the principle of
condiscation, then my task would be
simple. But when vou get to the slippery
slope of compensation, complications,
legal, financial and otherwise, come
one after another. T hope my problem
will be solved before 1 introduce the
Bill in Parliament.”

When the Government committed
itself to this policy it evidently had no

We know the fate of

a fair one. Singularly, tittle was devoted

regard to the possibilities of utilising i may be that this is one of the objects
atomic energy for industrial purposes. of the WMNafiosal Investment Board
If the forscasts that within ten vears this  which it is proposed to establish. If
new source of energy may be available rationing is not established, the result
on a large scale and at a fow price, may easily be an undue investment in
the whole financial position of fthe capital goods, and- a Turiher postpons-
minittg industry will be in jeopardy, and  ment of the time when consumers may
any price now fixed for the acguisi- expeet io got as much consumption
tion. of the collierles, as well as the goods as they were able to buy before
price alieady paid for the coal deposits,  the war—sa prospect which will be far
may prove to be woefully excessive, from agreeable t0 the general populs-

Apart from this. the policy of na- ‘tion who have during the last six years
tionalising the mines can only be suc-  suffered such severe deprivation for the
cessful if it results in a larger produc- purpose of waging war. If ralioning is
tion of coai and at a lower price. 1t established the field of faveouritism and
will be interesting to know whether  discrimination by the Government wiil be
there is any solid foundation for such  widely extended.
an expectation. So far no convincing Another result of the “cheap money™
reason for expecting this has been put  policy. if it can be firmly estahhshed,_
Torward. will be an increase in the rate of

capitalisation of rend and a severe In-
Bank of England Bill wrgase in the selling price of land. This

Tries Bill provides for the aegnisition comseguence, which is so gencrally over-
by the Treasury of the capital stock of  looked, is a most detrimental ope.
the Bunk of England: for the appoint- 4
ment by the Government 6f the !(}i()\.’t?i'~ Hore Rent Restriction o
nor. Depuy Governor and direciors of g (;g&!e::nment have mdma;ﬁ:j Gt
the Bank; for enabling the Treasury to they do not infend fo introduce legisla-
give directions to the Bank; sad for
enabling the Bank #0 request informa-
tion from and make recommendations
other bankers. ;

The capital stock of the Bank of
Hrgland is £14.553,000, which has paid
regularly during the last twenty vears to
its 17.000 shareholders 2 dividend of 12
per cent. per antum. The sharzholders
are to receive in exchange for the Bank
stock £38.212,000 of Government 3 per
cent. stock which will vield them the
same annual income. This Government
stock i redeernable at the option of the
Government, at par on or at any time
afier April 5, 1966.

Much of the discussion in the Second
Reading debate was devoted to the ques-
tion whether the price to be paid was

a Committee on the subject, for con-
trotling  the selling price of existing

that there js not sufficient machinery by
which a reasonable price could be de-
termined,  They have also intimated
that they have no proposal meanwhile
for amending the Rent Restriction Acts
which contrel the rents at which most
dwelling houses mav be let. By the
Furnished Houses (Rent Control) Bl
they propose to conirol the letting of

side the scope of those Acis. For this
purpose i 13 intended to set ap in the
areas where the Minister of Health
thinks this necessary a tribunal to which
cases in which it is alleged that exces-
sive charges are made may be referred.
Mo principles are laid down to guide
the {ribunal and the 1;;:sult in any case
h g will apparently depend upon what the
ship. Neither the speech of the Chan- Ta'ébungil) in tgét pl;;rticulzfr area thinks
cg!ler of the Exchequer, nor that of the  jpaconable. The Biil is drawn in such
Financial Secrelary’ to the Treasury ii fywide terms  that it would apparently
gave any clear indication of the POIIC?E’L cover all farnmished lettings except those
which they expected. the Bank to pursue® ¥jn which board forms a substantial por-
in_the future, ‘ tion of the rent. :

It is generally assumed that one ob-
ject is “to secure what is papularly
called “cheap money.” that is 1o say, 2
low rate of interest upon bank joans.
One step in this direction is the reduoc-
tion in the, rate on Treasury . Bills,
which has been foliowed by a reduc-
tion in the deposit rate of the joint stock
banks. 1t doss not, of course, follow
from this that any lower rates will be
charged for the loan of money for

to the purposes for which the Buank
should be brought under public owner-

Legislation for Security _
THe system of rent control introduced
during the last war, after extending to a
wide range of dwelling houses, had at
the outbreak of the recent war been
restrictzd to those of fairly small annual
valoe and was intended to expire within
a himited time. It applied only to
houses let unfurnished which had been
built before a certain date and so placed

ordinary  indusitial  and  commercial neo limitation upon the rent of new
purposes. o houses.
i the Government should for a tirne At the outbreak of the recent war

the fimitation was relmposed upoa all
houses then in existence except those
above £100 annual rateable value, bui
houses built after 1939 were again left
free,

succeed i reducing the rate of ioferest
genevally upon bank toans, a sumber
of consequences would follow which
deserve aftention. One js whether the
lending of money will be rationed, and

tion, such as was proposed recently by

houses on the ground, among others,

furnished accommodation which is out- 5,

el
sl

&
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The Building Materials and Housing
Bill will make new houses subject to
rent amd price limitation for five years,
while the Bill for the conirol of furnished
lettings will extend rent limitation to
such leftings as well as to unfurnished
lettings. .

The original reason for such measures
was the scarcity of accommodation
which manifested itself during the last
war, first in certain localities due to in-
fiux of munition werkers, and later, in
most district owing 1o cessation of build-
ing. Anciher argument was that rents
had gone up because of the inflation
which took place. The latter argument is
no justification for measures confined
merely to the effect of inflation on house
rents, for such a measure could not
counteract the general effects of inflation
and is quite mappropriate to the evil.

The argument from scarcity involves
that those who happen to be in the pos-
session of suitable accommodation are
protected ™ from the consequence of
searcity by being given security of tenure
and fixed rents, while the full force of
the scarcity falls wpon those less for-
tunate.
kind do not alter the fundamental fact
of increase of market price and have
merely the result of deflecting the benefit
from the pocket of the landlord to that
of the tenant. This benefit in yuost cases
does aot take the form of actual mone-
tary income, except where the tenant is
able to sublet part of his accommodation
furnished, The prevalence of this has
thus led to the introduction of the pre-
sent Bil.

The danger of all such measures of
price control is that they diminish the
economic stimulus of higher prices which
is the matural means of procuring a
greater production of & scarce article.
They may thus actually tend {0 prolong

the shortape, and defay the time when .

those who are withoot can be satisfied.
That, in its turn, tempis govermmenis 10
introduce systems of rationing. n the
case in question, rationing is hardly
applicable;  hence the Minister of
Health’s appeal for voluntary sharing of
houses.

Government Policy on Agriculture

The Minister of Agricultire (Mr. Tom
Williams) made on  November 15 a
long statement of the policy which the
Government intends to follow in rela-
tion fo agriculture.

He said that they would “ develop to
the fullest extent the home production of
food with due regard to the  recom-
mendations of the Conference on Food
and Agriculture at Hot Springs.” As
the recommendafions of that conference
were of great generality and vagueness,
litide giadance 1s to be gained from them.

He went on to say: “The objective
will De to promote a healthy and: efficient
agriculture, capable of producing that

vart of the nation’s food which is re-.

quired from home sources at the lowest
price consistent rith the provision of

Moveover all measures of this

adequate remuneration and decent living
conditions for farmers and workers with
a reasonable return on capital, invested.”

EBvery ope of the phrases used re-
quires interpretation. We may perhaps
interpret a  * heaithy agriculture” by
reference 1o the health of the planis and
animals produced. But what is an
efficient agricubure? I8 it technical
eiliciency which is soughi or economic
efficiency?  The reference to  the
*“lowest price ” appears to imply that it
15 economic efliciancy which is aimed at.
If so, considerztion must be given fo
the price st which agricultural products
can be obtained from abroad and not
subject to tariffs or duties on importa-
tion. If economic efficiency is the test,
then -the encouragement of the produc-
tion of beet sugar by means of tariffs
and subsidies must be abandoned. The
same arguument wili apply to special
assistance given o encourage the pro-
duction of cercals and other food stuffs.

. The phrase * that part of the nation’s
food which is required from home
sources ” also calls for inferpretation.
Durieg the war the necessity of econo-
mising shipping involved an vmusually
high proportion of home-grown food.
When that necessity has passed, is there
any valid reason for producing in this
country at a higher cost what can be got
from abroad at a lower cost? '

The reference to a ™ reasonable return
on capital invested 7 also needs clarifica-

~tion. Dwoes it refer to capital invested in
the past?

if so, does it Involve a return
on capital which is outworn and not
suiled to present-day requirements? Or
does it refer to capital to be invesied in
the future, and if so for what period is
such return to be assured?  Are thoss
who engage in agricoliure 1o be freed
from all the risks which confront those
who invest ecapital in other modes of
production?

Apgther guestion. and o very im-
portant one, is whether a distinction is
made beiween real productive capital
and the capital value of the land itsclf,
which is so frequentiy and erroneously
referred to as capital? If no such dis-
tinction be muade, then the Government
is committed to a policy of maintaining
the value of land at the high prices to
which it bus visen ws ooresult of war-time
scarcity and the suhsidies given at the
expense of tax-payers and consumers to

‘maintain production at so high a level.

Mr. Williams™ statement then went on
to explain that the Government intended
to fix the prices of cereals and annual
crops eighteen months- ahead of the
harvest, and the prices of live stock,
milk and eggs even earlier in advance.
This part of the siatement especially
evoked applause {rom not only the
Opposition  beaches but - also From  the
Government side of the House, It is
evidently expected that high prices will
be maintained for some time to come.

The prospsct of restoring agriculture to

& position in which economic efficiency

will be taken into account is postponed,
and the strength of the vestzd interest
which hus been created both by pre-war
and war-time policies will be buttressed.
The tendency for high prives of agrical-
tural products to be translated into high
agricultural land values wili gontinue,
and the ultimate task of reform will
becoms more difficuls,

Land Value Policy

Land Value Taxation is N0t Exaion
on land, but on the value of land, Thus
it would net fall on all land, but oniy on
valuable land, and on thut nol in pro-
portton 1o the vse made of it, bui in

proporiion to its value. i woold thus be.
‘& tax not on the use or improvement of

land, but on the ownership of Lind,
taking only what wouid otherwise go 1o
the owner as owner, and not as user of
the land,

In. assessments under Land ~ Value
Taxation all value created by individual

. use or improvement would be excluded,

and the only value taken into considera-
tion would be the value attaching to the
bare land by reason of neighbourhood,
public improvements, etc. Thas the
farmer would have no more taxes to pay
than the speculator who held a simiiar
piece of land idle, and: the man who on

a city site erected a valuable building

would be taxed no more than the man
who heid a similar site vacant,

Land Value Taxation would call upon
men to contribute to the public revenuves
not in. proportion to what they produce
or accumulaie, but in propertion to the
vialue of the natural opporiunities they
hold, it would compel them to pay just

as much for holding land idle” as for o

putting it o the fullest use.

By tking for public uses that value
which atiaches to land by reason of the
growth and improvement of the com-
munity, it would make the heolding of
lend unprofitable to. the mere owner, and
profitable only to the user. It would
thus make it impossible for speculstors
and monopolists to hold matural oppor-
{unities—such as valuable land—unused
or only half used, and would throw ope:.-
to labour tthe illimitable field of employ-
ment which the earth offers to man.

‘When Chesterton tulked of the robbery
ol the people of Eaogland by the great
tandlords, he did not take the slightest
trouble to prove his case to the many
who knew nothing of the matter. . . .
He wrote of the terrible irony whereby

*the Commons were enclosing the com-

mons.”  He spoke of the English revo-
lution of the Eighteenth Century, “a
revolution of the rich against the poor.”
He mournsd with Goldsmith the destrug-
tion of England's peasantry. He cried
aloud ltke Cobbeit, for he too T dis-
covered  the murder of Foglasl  luy
mother. But Ius ory was unmmielligible
and his hopes of & reswrrection unmean-
ing to those who knew noi what had
been done 1o death.-—From Gilbers Keith
Chesterton, by M
by Sheed apd ©
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KIMBERLEY PEQPLE DEMAND LAND
VALUE RATING

Tue Diamond Fields

Adveriiser, 3uly
27, gave a four-columm vepost io
the meeting of the municipal voters

of Kimberley, which packed the City
Hall. and decided almost unanimously
“that this duly constituted meeling of
enrolled voters, comvened i terms of
Ordinance 10 of 1912 as amended and
Ovrdinance 17 of 1817, do hereby request
the Kimberley City Council io introduce
site rating within the Hmits of the muni-
cipality as from January !, 19467 An
opposition amendment 1o postpone con-
sideration of the matter had only six
votes. . The Mavor, Mr. G. S Enen,
presiding, announced that according 1o
law a poll of ratepayers wounld have fo
take place and that would e on
August 2. Mr. Eden i oa long speech
favoured the motion. It had been said
that opinrion in the Council was divided,
but actually councillors were unanimous
thai the ultimate aim of the city wouid
have to be the introduction of site rating.
Where the councillors had differed was
whether the change should be made
immediately or be delaved and on that
point it was for the voters to decide. As
to the need for the reform he instanced
the new Harts Township at Pokwani
where business stands had changed hands
at from £1,125 to £1,250, residential
plots from £400 to £500, and an hotel
site for £5,000. These prices were puid
in an area where there was only veldt
¥t was congended that the rate of 7d.
in the £ on the (capital) value of im-
provements was ridiculously high. The
real hardship fell upon the individual
who built or wanted to build a new
house, The old valuations were hope-
lessly oug of keeping with to-day’s pro-
perty market. MNobedy would “suggest
that to-day’s high prices were the true
" values, but would anyone accept that the
20-year-old figures were correct? ‘The
true and correct value- lay somewhere
between those two extremes. :

Mr, ¥. H. Bruron, movmg the motion,
said that Kimberley was paying possibly
the highest rates in the Union and was

showing no improvement whatever. The

present micthod was wrong, inequitable,
angt a bar to progress. Lt. P. W. ForLLeT,
seconding, said that prior to the war
very few buildings were erected in the
city, due 10 the fuct thai the rating on
mprovements was too lugh, There were
" buildings in Kimberley unfit for human

habitation and new buildings should re- -

place these if & new system of rating
were produced. Mr. A SLossERG, whose
speech evoked tremendous cheers,
the town had been procrastinating for

the Jast 25 yeoars and ot awe time i
stopped - prograstinating A A ()
Kippw, who mirodaced himeelf oz a

husinwss inan-having grown up in Kine
berley, said that if they went oa to sifc
valuation for the rates it would be the
hest thing possible for the town Tor the

said -

“This 15 & summation of the

delay in hdving a revajuation of the city
~—long overdue--the provincial adminis-
tration was also to blame.

When the decision wastaken, a poll of
ratepayers was at once demanded, in con-
formity with the law, and the necessary
number of signatures were handed in.
The poll duly took place and its result
wis  announcgd by the Mayor ob
August 220 It save an overwhelming
majority by 1,055 votes in favour of
the immediate introduction of site valus
rating as against 170 for delaving this
step for two vears.  Although the poll
was a small one there being 7,096 voters
on the roll, and perhaps, as the Mayor
said, the non-volers had demonstrated
their confidence in the City Council by
not stirring From their homes it s a deci-

LIBERAL LIBEETY

UMnER THE caption, A Call fo Free-
dom, the League held a most success-
fui meeting in the Kingsway Hail, Lon-
don, on MNovember 23. It was in the
Lecture Hall, which was wejl filled. The
Chairman of the League, Mr. Ashley
pitchell introduced the speakers, who
were  Messrs. T, Atholl Robertson,
Creorge Winder, Stephen Martin, and
5. W. Alexander. Thev dealt with the
true Liberal principles, the desertion of

which by the leaders of the official
Liberal Party bad been responsible for.

the Party’s decline and its coilapse at
the * recent ~ General Election.  The
League, it was explained, rested its faith

on the liberty of -the person and on

equal rights and equal opportanities for
all.  Private enterprise had to be
liberated from monopoly and privilege
which were the real enemies of society,
preventing the abundant produciion of
wealth and causing its distribution to- be
so unfair, . The road to betier condi-
tions and world peace was by the ex-
tension of economic freedom and not
through super-imposcd controls on the
part of governmeni or by putlling in-
dustry or any section of the people
under the care or assistance or disci-
pline of the State. The League placed
the Taxation and Rating of Land
Values, with correspoading remission of
taxation on the work of man’s hands,
and Free Trade in the forsfront of its
policy—Free Trade, no matter what may
be the fiscal policies of other countries.
It offered a chalIcngL, to that kind of

“economic planning - which, relving on
State action and domination, would sub-
vert liberty and lead to
tariunism we had fought « bloudy war
1o avoid. The Gevernment’s plans for
the natienalisation of key industries
aml of transport were rovmdly opposed.
miessage
Iwm the platform, expounding the

“ Free Land Free Trdde, Free Men”
1nr which lim T‘—Ag‘l# !,n'n'lv

social  justice,

the totali-.

- Mitchell

sive instruction to the Council to pro-
ceed. We awaif news that this action
has. been taken.

NATAL

The’' Escombe correspondent of the
Natal Mereury, October 3, reports a
crowded meoting of ratepayers to dis-
cuss the recent raising of the rates. A
commitiee consisting of represeniatives
from Maivern, Escombe, Northdens and
Cavendish was appointed to wait on the

Town Board and make representutions.

It was resclved on the motion of the
chairman, Mr. H. H. Kemp, that the
Malvern Town Board be urged as from
the commencement of the next financial
year, August 1946, to arrangs that the
rate be assessed and levied in respe
the land alone, and in terms of
107 (1) of the Local Government Ord!
nance No. 21 of 1942,

LEAGUE AT XINGSWAY HALL

~ A remarkable and. exhilarating fea-
tare of the meeting was the animated
discossion which followed. There were -
many questions ably answered by the |
Chairman and others- on the platform.
Speaker after speaker in the body of
the hall rose to make new points and

- to endarse (his “Call to Freedom” in

a spirited and determined fashion.
They were of the general public, not
members of the League, and one felt
they spoke for the huge host of the
people of this nation whose belief is
in upholding and safeguarding indi-
vidual rights and liberties as the one
foundation of human progress andis

from unnecessary confrols and State
interferences, * from landlordism and
monopaly ‘and privilege from repressive
and penalising taxation. The voie of
thanks, moved by Mr. L. G. Bowman,
rot only to the speakers but to the
League for the service it had rendered
in. enabling these sentiments to. be
voiced, was given w1th greal en-
thusmbm ’

On each seat there had becn placed
the Leagne’s declaration” on * Full
Opportunity for Employment” and the
new Manifesto, which is published in
these pages, with its appeal to join and
support the League. A collection was
taken which, with the enrolment of new
members, clinched the success of. the
meeting. The sales of books and pam-
phlets were also gratifying. Minfmnm
membership fee is 5s. vearly and an
earnest invitation is made for the good-
wifl donations from sympathisers will
ing and able to help the League in the

. furtherance of ifs campaign.

Another well-attended meeting was
that held on November 22 at Palmers
Green, .addressed by Messrs, Ashley
and T. Atholl Robertson.
Arrangements are in hand for meetings
in Tunbrides and Maidstone

They call for freedom = -
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THE VALUER’S FUNCTICN
Speaking on the second reading of the
War Damage (Valuation Appeals) Bill

/ on November 9, Mr, F. C. R. DouaLas

said: :

It is a fundamental defect in the pro-
cedure, which is not altered or remedied
by this Bill, that in matters of this kind

disputes are settled by arbitration, and’

by a legal process.” Valuation in its
essence is not a legal process at all, and

- no satisfactory result will ever be ob-

tained by {rying to treai it as a legal
process.  Fverybody who has had ex-
pzrience of arbitration In tegard to qucs-
tions of valuation knows perfectly well
that what happens is that, on _the one
band, the claimant brings some expert
witngsses, ami, on the other hand, the
defendani brings some experi witnesses;

; and on either side thev iry to exaggerate

the case which is put forward to its
utinost. On the one side, they place
the value as high ds possible and, on
the other side thev place it as low as
possible.  The arbitrator, after hearing
this evidence, has fo come to a conclu-
sion, and the arbitrator very wisely never
gives any reason for the conclusion to
which he comes because it is impossible

_ for him to do so.

- You cannot arrive at the truth, in
matters of this kind, by a process of Hti-
gation; and, therefore, I am sorry that
this Bill rather iends to encourage that
process, by the assumption that members

. of the legal profession are desirable

people to put upon this tribunal. They

are not. The guestion which it has got .

to deade is not a guestion of law. Ques-

tions of law are all subject to appeal to

the ordinary courts, which are the proper
bodies to deal with them. The subject
with which ihis Bill has to deal is oue
of wvaluation. This fact has been dis-
cussed by the expert Committes on Cont~
pensation and Betterment, over which
Mr, Justice Uthwatt presided, and they
have made—although I do not agree
with all their conclusions—some ex-
tremely sensible remarks about the ques-
tion  of wvaluation, They say that
uniformity in valuation is necessary, and
the machinery of valuation should be
directed to secure this end. Nobody, I
think, will dare to say that valuation by
a process of arbitration ever secures
uniformity of valuation. The Committee
20 0on 10 53y

* We sugzest that the valuations be made
by the Valuation Office of the  Inland
Revenue Cominittee. The District Valuers
are well gualified by their experience for the

work and know the conditions of their dis- -
tricts, and they would, we believe, have the -

confidence of landlords and -their- profes-
sional advisers in undertaking . these valua-
Lons."

Then on the question of appeal—be-
cause this is what we are on at the
moment—from the War Damage. Comi-
mission, the Uthwatt Committce say;.

“We think that there should be some

right of reference by a ’diSSHtisﬁed.‘claimant
from ths valuation made by 2 district valner,

It is clear to us that the reference shounld be
ireated as ad administrative matier and
dealt with on those lines by the higher
oificers of the Valuation Otflice, and that the
introduction of a referee appointed from a
panel would be whoil¥ inappropriate.”

1 believe these ure wise observations,

and investigations into this subject made-

in other countries, where a great deal of

“thought has to bz given to the problem

of securing wuriforouty of valoation,
show, without the slightest shadow of
doubt, that if can never be obtained, by
any process. of arbitration. It has got
to be decided by means of professional
valuers, who are continually and con-
stantly engaged upon the work of valua-
tion of a particolar arez and who know
all the circumstances connectad with it.
The only people who can be in that posi-
tion are, in fact, the district' valuers of
the Inland Revenue, who have the
nestimable advantage of having deli-
vered to them, under Statote, particulars
of every transaction in land which takes
place either by way of sale or lease for
more than 14 years: and who, therefore,
have at their disposal information which
is at the disposal of nobody zlse, and

which wiil not be at the disposal of this

tribunal, which it is intended to set up
l_mdcr this Bil. :

“The high price of jand is as much
a handicap to the individual who wants

~land for building houses or for some

industrial and commercial process. Such
activities are the essence of economic
life, for private enterprise covers by
far the iargest sphere of it The object

-of the State should be to encourage

them, but there is not a ‘single proposal

in the [Uthwatt] report which is calcu-
lated to ensure that land for such pur-

poses. shall become available more {rezly
and more. cheaply. The ultimate and
extremely dangerous result with which
it confronts wus 'is this: that the State

-and the local authorities will spend a

great deal of public money upon plan-
ning, that a heavy burden of rates and
taxes will be levied to pay for it,. but
that the individual use of land for
dwellings or for industry will not follow
upon the new roads and layout because
of the high price of land accentuated
by increased local rates. The only known
means of avoiding this result is through
land value rating and {axation, and it
is imperative that this measure should

~be promptly applied if the real objects
of planning are not to be compleiely .

stultitied.” : :

—From < Land Policies: ficial Reports'

Bxplained and Bxamined” by F. €. R.
Douwgios, H.A., M.rP, LC.C. New Poam-
phiet, 200 pp., price Gd.

6d. L:GHT oN THE LAND QUESTION. A
frank inguoiry into the Land Value
Policy. T

6d. LAND Varus TAXATION iN PRACTICE.
Review of what has been dons in a

number of countries. By A. W. Madsen. .

BOOK PRICES REVISED

Iu view of the prevailing coaditions the
prices of a number of the books and pam-
phlets catalogued by the Lanp anp LiBERTY
Library have been raised as from Decem-
ter 1, 1945, and the new prices of the
publications in guestion are:

Progress ond Poverty, by Henry George,
3s. 6d

Social Probiems, by Henry George,
2s. &d.

A Perplexed Philosopher, by Henry

CGeorge, 3s. 6d.

Protectiony or Free Trade (abridged),

_paper covers, is. 4d,

Proiectivn oy Free Trade {abridged),
cloth bound, 2s, &d. :

The Condition of Laboor, now only in
rexane, and supplies are shori, 3s. 6d,

Land and Freedom, by Predk. Verinder,
3s. 6d. .

What's Wrong with Tavation, by Judge
Jackson. H. Ralsten, Zs.

Lectures  and  Addresses by Henry
George-~The Crime of Poverty:
Moses; Scotland and Scotsmen: Thou
Shalt not Steal; Thy Kingdom Come;
Justice the Object, Taxation the
Means; The Land for the People: .
3d. each.

Henry George, A Biography, by Prof.
George Geiger, Is, 6d.

The True National Dividend, by W. B,
Lester, M.A., 6d: Unemplovenent
and the Land, by the Same, 34,

The New Political Economy, by John B,
Sharpe, 3d. . ‘

Other prices remain unchanged.
(Postage is additionsf)

Prices of a number of imported books of
which stock is exhausted will be quoted as
soon as new supplies are obtained. :These
include: The Economic Basis of Tax Re-
form, by Prof H. Gunnison Brown; The
Philosophy of Henry George, by Prof.
George Geiger; Rebel Priest and. Propher,
Life of Dr. FEdward McGlynn, = by
Land. by Dr. Thomas Nulty. ’

Books now out of print (some .may be.
republished when conditions are " more
favourable than at present). include: Afy
Neighbour's Landmark, by Fredk. Verinder;
Why Rents and Rates are High, by A. W,
Madsen; Gems from Henry George, The
Story of My Dictatorship- and Why the
German Republic Fell.

[ S

From the Liberal Students’ League
Branch, Claremont, of the Liberal Party
of Australia, W.A._ Division, we have re-
ceived specimens of the many prints they
are busily circulating. These include some
of the Rating Studies of the Land Values
Research Group in Melbourne headed by
Mr. A, R. Hutchinson, B.Sc., showing the
operation of Land Value- Rating in the
town of Hamiltop -and the Shires of Cak-
leigh and Rosedale "in Victoria. Other
prints are taken from the Adelaide People's
Advocate dealing with Protection, so-called
Banking Reform, and TFull Fmployment;
also the resolts of Auvstralian experience in
regard to public charges upon land values, -
All this makes most instructive educational
propaganda. i

@ ® %

Al Esperantistoj
Bonvole sciigu en Esperantai ropdoi ke
ni donas informon vri ekonomin] kaj sociaj
problemej, kun analize de aun proponataj
solvoj.
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¥. FoLke, DENMARK. * Occasion fur 2
visit to Denmark and possibly » Conlerence
will be at the reopening of the rebuoili
Housemenw’s Feople’s High School in Odense
which is 10 be dedicated to the memory of
its beloved principal, Jakob E. Lange. The
School was used a8 a prisoners’ camp by the
Ciermuns and now les in voms as the resuli
of an Allied air attack. On Ociober 21 we
had a good Annual Beeiing of the Henry
Cieorge Union, where active members re-
porled their werk during the election cam-
paign. ¢ After my valediciory on reural from
the oifice of President which ! have held for
27 years, there was a short discussion on the

» Social Democratic Pary

W were reierved 1o the Commitice ansd

the Presidium. Dan Bidrmer gave an address
an Pianned Feonomy  or Free  Trade
Gudrun §#ijomer agted as secretary and she
will probably carry on in the meanwhile,
Bue Bisrner, who has stood jn Odense as
candidate for the Justice Lepgue (Retsfor-
bundety has promised io_act ns Presideni

“of the Unton for 2 vear unidl another sue-

cessor s found for my own humble sclll
Younger people must come forward to take
their shars in the confused times we are en-
tering ppen.  WNo man is richer than he to
whom Life offers plenteous duties.  There-
fore, it is with @ grateful heart that 1 lay
down my task, graieful not least to the
Angto-Saxon friends whom 1 bave met in
the service of our good cause” 7

Three publications by Mr. Folke are most
weleome,  Employment or Work, Hostraied
with photos, plans aad maps, shows how io
combal unemployment by creating 30,000
new small holdings; Priacigle or Plan and
i and New Liferalism are reprints of dis-
cussions the author has had 1o the Press
with varicus contestants and are delight-
fully produced in booklet form by the
*~ Ecotechnical School,” i under  the
direction of Mis, Curcline Bidraer. carries
on mest active work.
) £ £
Pavios (GlaNnzLia, FRaNCE,
tireless  correspondence  with  nomersus
cditors, journalists and  leading  men in
France and Switzerland and bas provided
many addresses for Lanp & Liseryy and
other Hlerature to be sent. My, Gisnnelia
before the war was on the statl of the Greek
Fmbassy in Yienna and he reprosented boti
Cireece aund Austria zi the Interpational Con-
ferences of the ton.  During the war he

conducts a

- did into the Braille for the pubic Lbrary

T,

in Lyons Provection or Free Trude and The
Condition of Labogr in Foglish nod the
abikdeed Progress and Poversy, Social Frob-
lesns and  FThe Condition of Lobour i
Prench—ien volumes aliogether. Thus a
greal service was vendered.

Gustay  BUSCHER.  SwWiTzvkiaNo,  TAL
jast 1 cun write thenking vou for sending
mie bann & Liseary in ail these years., . ..
Mow is the time when Fngland can do morg
foi the world in peace than in war, re-estab-
Yishing a sound sconomic order, free mrade
and free acgess o the land. I we oaly get
first o bit of free trade. the war will not
have been in vain” {(Laterd 7 Fnclosed )
send you an article of mine published in
the Swiss Journal for Trade snd Industry.
Vodends with a4 opposes the policy of
artificlaily cheapening money (ie. keeping
down the rate of intersst). T read in the
Times that veur Labour Government is
alse pledging isell 1o the policy of chean
meney, Bt has an oubward appears of
cfiring the peorls bot in the

wirk
£y

will

artifically
This has b
ertand: it ig gy
in. the Unitod States

il makes ihe rich
richer andg ithe poot poorer: ;
tor just the opposite of why
Purty stands [or, Moroover

f.

We ar
mentioned articls
available for its reprodag
paper, My, Biischer has w

thad " The Diclators Win the War” in the
sense that totaiitavianism so largely domin-
aies the scene.  Another apicle of his
the same paper and on how o dispose of

ien on the theme

the Ruhr was tmanstated and peblished in

ihe Fingneig! News. Sepiember 27,

[T

Suwpne Budmrax, Devsars., We
are avigd for information from Great Britadn.
We gather that Ashley Milchell was not
elocted. Well, af least there was opporiunity
for suod publicity for the cause and we’
carnestly hope there will be a next time
with satisfactory results,  The leafleis were
fne s you will see, 1 have uwsed guotations.
feaders of Gromdykyld are aaxious 10 know
all shoui the situatinn on vour side”

v, Bitwner edits Gruadskeld,  In Jatest
s troms others in Denmark, we have
grieved to hear of her sodden and

Wrs.

i_cl.im

been

seviows lness and we earnestly hope for her f

good recovery.

Jomann Hake G reiurn
from  his recent in bondon  sends
us & copy of the authorialive book The
People aad the Lend, by K. I Kristensen.
published by his own firm in Stockholm,
This is an owslanding service to the move-
ment, giving it does the best existing sur-
vey of the last twenty five vears” land retorms
in eamark. The land values legislation is
fully detailed, with texts also ghven of the
Acts, and the statistics and ratonale of (he
fand valvwalion are excepilonally mstruciive
Sincerely we complhiment M1 Kristensen.
The hook is as vet only in Swedish and we
cap hope not only for a Danish bot also
air English (ext at the carliest possible date,
From Mr. Hunsson we have received also

“his own article in the Swedish Joumal, Tie

Presens and the Fuiare. vepoivted in pagm-
phlet form, on true Liberalism as the road:
to social justics. ’

* = " .

HarpaNn  HanNsew, MNosway, 1 was
happy to have your postcard and to know
a0 of you were well. These years of war
huve brought with them incredible sufferings
and millions of human lives bave been
5 4. It is true thai the idea of free-
dem triumphed in the end, but now dic-
atorship s thriving in the name of democ-
racy and Slate contrel is laying its clammy
hand on indusirial life.  We hear people
saying that Liberalism is out of date; Liberal
parties are allowing the thought that thers
must be increased Stade interfersnces in the
trunsition peried, besides becoming the 3
of fature social life,  They have not the
serse 1o demand the romoval of the barriers
which hitherto have prevented Libtralism’s
jdeas of fresdom from being fulfilled, so
that the ahility f0 consume can NCT2ase I
step with the ability to produce.
ying e down nto
msgtaling

CWoday, they are «a
spenph of snclatisafion

INTERANATIONAL YUNION — Letters from: Eurape

stifled Ty s seductive voice. The p
tHimes mayv seerm hopeless to those who seek
the truth amid the pelitical cuorrenis, wio
2ligy 0 in econcmic jife the laws
ef natyre prevail, o which we cannot close
aur eves and which cannot be put out of
action by human  datervention. Hit oas
spring follows wimer in mibroken sequence,
wout of the socinl retiozression there will
surely he a new ascent, to rostime the ripen-
Gpg progess which is essentizl before truth
and justice cxn sfrike oot In the pations
and amoeng the commoen people. . . 1T
datly Pross is not well disposed towards
articles  which oot across the party pros
vramnnes,  Foclosed is an arlicle of mias in
Aergeas Tideade entitled * The Foonomists
are Responsible’, which appesred in March,
{941, the vear atter the Genpang ocoupisd
Moerway, . . . Subseription will follow as soon
as it s permissible i send money.”
* & &

B Syresma, Howeamy,  * From sy {riend
My, Kolthek, T am advised to order from
vou the following books (titles named) and
] wish io recelve the monthly Lanp &
Lty a teacher mysel, can 1 be put
in iouch with & school master willing 1o
spond with me about all kinds of sub-

corre

wecls? 0 (We gladly pass on the reguest to
any  nterested  reader rite o My, &
Syvtema,  Headmasier,  Appolsgn (boven)

imsland, Holland.
57 Ed L3 S
SveEnp B, Hamsed, PonstaRr.  Thank 7
¢y for-veur posteard and for the copiss of
fampy & Liperry which vou sent.  Please
give me a list of Georgeist papers all over
the world and ¥ possible the names of lwd-
tng persons in the movement wn every conn-
try,  You will remember that in 1938 1 was
frying to build up a young Georgeist Inter-
national  Association o work fogether by
correspondenze. | inviie any voung poople .

who are interested 1o write to me al my

address: Schleppegrelisgade, 7 mzd
Copenhagen, ™.

= F el

s8R0 ARGENTE, SpaiN. 7 For oall
vour recent sendings, many thanis, including
Tetters und books and other publications. My
greetings to Mr. Ashley Mitchell and to Bev,
Mervyn ¥, Stewart with gratitadg to the
jafter for the work he did in translating one
of my books into English apd for his con-
siant regard for Spain. I applaud the great
sducational work which the LU. and the
UL, is doing.”

* ¥ *

rd
/ff OLE Wang, Norway. * Postal communi-
‘cation with London . having now  been
reopened, I look forward to informatien
about the mevement. The whole world is
now longing for peace not only in the sense
that there shall be no war operations. hut
real peace based on social and international
justice and liberty with consequeat good
will.# The objects of our Union are, i my
opinion, # common depomirator which by
workd application conld unite the different
ideals und the various peoples.”

This lettor was daled May 31 and was the
first 1o be sent {rom Furone: but zddressed
1o our Raighirider Strect offices, which were
destrayed by cnemy act in pay. 1941, #
was retned and we recetved 0oonly after
a nuwnber of weeks.

Later. Mr. Wang has writien several times
with  alfractive  proposals  for the

gihening of the Ulnion
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Journal  Faferaationad  Co-opergifon.  He
writes on the true basis of Peace with a
clear call for Free Trade and the establisi-
ment of the equal nghts of alt to pature’s
gilis. The ardlicie was given in Danish texi
in Grundskyld for September-October.

Ed * #*

Marcer Corrvaienn, Beroiost, 1 am
very happy to learn that LanD & LiiseRTY
has been regularly maintained and 1 would
greally appreciate to receive any back num-
bers you can spare. As s00n as it is possible
to send mansy 1 will not fall to renew my
contithution o the International Union.
Thank you alse for the addresses of Madame
G. de Wispelaere, Belgium. and Mr. Daudé
Hancel, France, to whom 1 will write, Mr.
H. ¥Kolthek, Holland, is planning 1o produce
a new publication entitled Demoorafie.”

= * L3 &

Freerwee, HoLranp, " dmmediately
retorn;-tonging for the promised pupers and
literatere.  Hollaod is more plundered and
destroved than .li! ather countries,  Mysell,
}lost 72 pound in weight and the need for
the most indispensable things is still very
great. . . . Tt was a mis-siep in my opinion
for the Liheral Party 1o stand for the
Beveridge plen. Gmly the principles of
Liberty in all things as a consequence of
liherating the land can save us all never
haif or whole State Sociabism.  Here in Hol-
land we will, of course, do what we can.
But we have no paper, hardly even for letter
writing. MNevertheless, we w:l! pe.rﬁi%t heart
within and God overhead.”
& ®

CHr. GIERLOFF, NORWAY.

* bowondered

if you had been able to maintatn. Laniy &

Lserty through the five years’ blitz;- 1-con-
gratulate you. My family and myself have
been through five years” of *illegal 7 life and
many difficulties. When apain books can be
forwarded wvou will receive one of my
¢ i!!egal " books written during the war under
the *protection ” of 1 big new German for-
tress next door.” 7

The book referred to is Twe Qccasions on
April 9, the historical parallet of April 2,
1940, and Apnil 9, 1368, back to the times
of the Knpights Tempiar. We are pleased
also to receive from Mr. Gierloff the large
book of his two plays, pnblished 19453,

titled “The Kings Dream™ and
Witch on Bergenhus.”
s ® *

P. Prins, HoLLaND,
a Dutchman who learned his English from
the books. Mr, H. Kolthek, of the Dutch
party ‘Justice and Truth! advised me’ i
apply to you for Lanp & LiserTy to which
1 wish to subscribe, Also please send me
(here the titles of severa]l books) 1 wish
1o be kept constantly in touch with the se-
fivities of your Committee and vour Union.™

* Ed #F

Ferp, LynG, Norway,  “Your posteard
of July 26 and letter of Avgust ¥ reached me
while lving in hospital four months afier
an operation. 1 should like to have the back
numbers of Lanp & LisErTy and the foliow-
ing books (titles named), and also specimens
ut the most recent publzmtmm Money
will be sent as soon as it is possibie to do
R

Tur CGorpon MemORIAL COLLEGE, Kiag-
Tonrm peknowiedges with aporecintion the
gift from the Heary George Foundation of

the five volames by Hemir George: Pro-
gress and Poverty, Social Problems, Protec-

tion or Free Trade. The Condition of
Labour and A Perglexed Philosopher.

“This is a letter from -

NOTES AND NEWS

Compliments and congratulations on their
success at recent municipal eiections go to
Councillor Agnew Hamilton, Larne; Coun-
cillor John Peter bLAL, Falkirk: (munm[}or
Herbert Eastwood, M anchester; Councilicrs
A, Hallows apd H. Pemberton, Clitheroe;
Councillor George Ferrier, Cardiff; Coun-
cillor Morgan Pravies, Cardiff: Councillor
Windsor, Bewdley: Councillor Mrs, Broad-
bent. Kidderminster,

B & @

We ragret that li“iSLEL(,LSRiUl were: {iearge
Sawyer, Birmingham; Sydney Needeﬁ
wanchesier: H. 1. Trevelyan, Sutton Colil-
field: Francis R. King, Penzance; Austin
Brook and Mrs. A. Brook, Stoke-oa-Trent
Mr. Sawyer had a very near vote in the
Daddeston and Nechells Ward which he had
represented for many vears, There were
three vacancies but Mr, Sawyer, standing as
independent, was crowded out by the three
successtul Labour candidates,  Mr, Kmg

had been promused the support of the Rate-

payers’ Association and stood on that undec-
standing. The lowdspeaker van was in the
hands of @ member whe had no anthority
to recommend anvone hut merely to dsk for
support” for some few, of which Mr. King
was  one. " This  individual,” Mr. Xing

Swrites, T used the loudspeaker to boost one

of his friends who was duly elected; the
thing is the talk of the town.”
* & L

Charles Gardner, Cardiff, writes: “Coun-

citloy George Ferrier, who movéed the Reso-
Tution at the Welsh Municipal Conference
on Rating of Land Values ten years ago,
assures me that it is his intentioa in the new
year io take the matter up in the City Coun-
cil. He made this announcement at all his
election  meetings. Councillor Morgan
Dravies, who moved the Resolution on the
Rating of Land Values, which was passed

103

by u large maiority at the Council this year,
promised me that he would refer to the
Birmingham Report at the next meeting of
the Finance Commities and ask that a copy
he obtained with & view 1o co-operating
with Birmingham.”

% " ®

Charles E. (iarke, Bs:v,d!ey, wrltts “The
day after our meeting in Birmingham (at
which the Birmingham Resolution was dis-
cussed), Mr. Windsor borrowed from me a
copy of Progress and Foverly 16 give 1o
Mrs. Broadbent, whe was clected in ¥idder-
minster at the top of the poll. She had
slready spoken in the Counacil on the sub-
et of Land Value Rating.  Mr. Windsor
had spoken likewise at the first meeting of
the Bewdiey Council after the election. Both
had been well heard. 1f the Birmingham
City Councit circularise the neighbouring
towns, I think they will get support from

ewdiey and kljakrmms!er

* % &

Mr. F. Dyerb,- Rewbury, wrote specially
wuh stamiped addressed envelope and en-
cizsing the United Coo mittee’s quest’onnaire
nosteard  together with leafiets on Land

value Rating, to several candidates at the
mlm-ic'ipai' elections.  Meither of the Labour
canididates replied. © From two others he
had a prompt answer, not pledging them-
seives. bui interested cnough to desire far-
ther . information: and a useful correspon-
dence has resulted. -

& £ *

- Members of the Yorkshire and Morthern
and Manchester Leagues will address Rotary
Clubs in December: Ulverston, December 3,
A. H. Weller; Darwen, DBecember 3. F
Bentley; Wakefield, December ¢: Halifax,
December 12: Colne, January 30, F. Bentlcv

Nalson and Brighouse Rotary Clubs, ad-
dressed by Mr. F. Beatley and Colue Club

individual from authority;

and libzrties of muan must be resisted,

infiuence of Grezt Britain

whether debtor or creditor.

functioning of 2 free market at home.
conscription.

public bodies,

4. Better  opportunities -

services (e g,

local authorities.

a real a[remfmve provided. .

THE LIBERAL LIBERTY LEAGUE—Its Purpose and Policy

yThe purpose of the League is 1o preserve and extend the Liberty of the Individual
It believes that the oniy rcad to Progress for Humanity is increasingly to frec the
that the main function of the State is to sstablish equal
freedom and equal opportunity, (0 ensure by the rule of law that no man shall
suffer oppression by his fellows and ihai all infringements of the natural rights

The Policy of the feague is contained in the following proposals:

1. World Peace by working to remove thc fundamental causes of war,
nations endure suffering and mw.ry, peace, cannot be secure,
contact with liberty-foving people in other countries and endeavour to have the
always supporting human liberty.

2, The resteration of Free Trade by the abandonment of all protcctlomst
gariffs and of every import restriction, no matter what may be the fiscal policies
‘of other countries, and confident that this is.the only sound- policy for any nation

3. The Rating and. Taxation of Land Values,
munity land value which it has created, would prevent the withholding of land.
: frcm use (which. causes unemployment), and would enable housing to be expedited.
4, The abolition of taxation on the necessities of life. on huildings and improve-

: ments the steppage of wasteful expenditure and subsidies to special interests, and
the abolition of al lezally maintained restrictive practices which prevent thb

5. The restoration of Civil Liberties by the abohtmn of military and industrial
6. The system of” Propornonal Representatton to be uqed for the election of all
for appeal against
social services and the preveniion of tyrannical proctices in existing or new State
“unbridled bureaucracy in education).

8. Hesistance 10 the eﬂcroachment of the ceniral government on the Tiberties of

Join the Liberal Lzberty League and help to form such a body of liberiy-
laving opinion that the existing menace to freedoin may be curbed gnd

4, Great Smith Street London, S.W.1

Whilst
We would establish

This wouId restore to the com-

decisions  of c)ﬂlmals in the
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104
addressed by Mr. P. V. Olver have asked
fuy second whivh ware booked for

Muovember 23,
Decomber 14
witcnetl

Ison, My Prvce ¥, Qlver,
and Brighowse, Mr. Ashiey

Aa econennic class Tor the  study  of
Progress artd Poveriy, my assogiaiion with
the Heory {ieorge Scnool of Bocial Science,
biss beon orgamssed by Messrs. Gl Musson
and F. Grade at Coanor, Perbyshire, Fhe
eniotmes are satisfactory and the class

will be held in the Waingroves School,
Oblain wiormation from My, (5. Musso

29, Denby Lane. Codnor, Derbyshire,

Mr, 135§ Owen, Hon, Vreasurer of the
Manchester Land Values ELeague. is vigor-
ously  propagating  its gmiicy W paciist
circles. Branches of the Peace Pledge Union
addressed by him include Old Trafford,
Bury, Ashton-under-Lyne, Fast Didsbory
and Witlungton, and the interest aroused i
shown by the requests he has received 1o
p‘s\ second visits i¢ some of the SrOUps.

Cither meeiings addressed by the League's
spm.kus iaciuge:  Pendleion Womcqs
Guild, Mrs. Catlerall; Kendal Friepds
Meeting, 1), 1. }. Owen; Manchester Friends’
Conference, D. [ J. QOwen; Knutstord
Rotary Club, A. H. Weiler: Laagho Labour
Party, Mrs, SBumner. Last-named Is reporied
as particaleady successfol. There were over
30 present and some from as far away as
Darwen. The auodience was imprc 4 by
ithe talk ™ As rent rises. wages and inierest
fall.” Much free literature was distributed
and books were seld,

# & L

That Mr. Svdney Meedoff did not retain
his seat on the Manchester City Council
is a maiter of special regret o his co-
workers i thai area. During his
membership of the Council Mr Needoff
worked unceasingly for the causes he has at
heart, the chief of these being the rating of
land values. It is no exaggeration to say
that this “labour of love ™ made a lasting
impression on his fellow members and on
the {ccal officials. There s, however, com-
peasation for this loss in the election w the
Counecil of Mr. Herbert Hastwood, late of
Bolton,  For many years Councifoy East-
wood has advocated the League’s policy by
voice snd pen, and K is gemd to know that
ithe ¢suse wii! continue to be actively and
skilffilly  represented  in the  Muanchester
Fown Hall,

E3 & Ed

Councillor Herbeit Erstwood 1 Genersd
Secretary of the United Raobber Workers
Eniop.  For twenty wears a member of
the Bolion Town Council, be sucooeded
just  hefore  the war o persuading  the
Council, then Tory controlled, 1w endurse
a resoluilon in {avest of Land Walue

Rating, MHe has twiored many chisses on
Public Spesking aod  on Eoonosdies
vaTiobns  wwns.  Frovress and Poveriv

text bhook and ihis is alwoys rocome
mended 1o students. He persuades feead
bookseliers 1o stock and seil e bouk.

# % #

Through the coergen
secretary of the Birkend
1ton Centre a discusst
George Bchool of Zowi
held at 34 Park Rosd

effores of
Co-on. |
ni the Ha:'

each Friday -wr,n‘
Alvendy 17 siude

Liroup.
M CTEnEs Wik
irtep in

ihore were
book. Prog

Y sufes
rm’ fme'u

& E =
P The point mads by Mr A,
#i the Hove Eotmry Club” the

Marshsll
Brighton
Evening Arguy of Movember 227 said in a
lending urticle referring 1o bis talk on Land

hegn given
whsin, T youa
LTy ancrensiug

Valoe Ruling, “might buve
ensiderably  wider  appli
penadise the owner) he s

the raling of his nd when he makes addi-
tons of anprovenands un bis property youl

I

dmm‘;uidﬂc s effo

CThe sume thing applies lo the whols

rangs of

fife-—both commaercial and domes-
voshop front v a new be
s the }Laimg, Yaleer down on the luck-

trader or homssholder snd up goes the

frd

a ment. It is the resson often plven for
the rather ¥ictoriun aspect of some hotels,
The rating 1 saxation authosities are the
foes of enterprise. They Kill the goose that
Yavs the solden ege”
E 5 B3

in his Clection Address, Councillor John
Feter * Rating Corm is overtue,
The & sysiem stands condemnped. If
a man sm;‘ ves his dwelling, shop or fae-
tory, his assessmient is inerensed und he s

calied upon 10 pay Inr
Fhus 1w enterprise disconrpged,
v hand, i an owner holds a
site from wse. no matter how valuable and
rfm for development, he pavs no rates {or
inres) since he draws no income from it
E—h{ib the mere specuialor 1§ encouraged io
Bold fand from bse antil he gets his price
A4 the land-user is pepabved for his enter-
. The soundest system of rating is
m“t of rating sites according io their va
wh uhes ?!ua sites are fully used, under-used
,and uanraung houses, e, cor-
This policy would hM‘L many.
i dm.al and indirect”
Ed i W

T

panalised hy

[N

desirubde

Mye. Goorge B, Fvans, o prominent citizen
Pishburgh and one of the band of re-
s W hn helped o !wms [T opamuon
; ; herehy the iy tax
rais on e g8 i o:iv half that on hand
virhties, dml Lst Jupe, e has renderad the
Henrs el dause many stished ser-
Et was eneciiive member of our
1 tu.m -uﬁ“l Unien ;.!h\! t the Coponbagen
pi rresenisd by s
A Rid T her
st of the hhuand farmily we ex-
sipcere sy inpailiaes :

At
i

(s‘i}‘\l

ML

s M . Fast. Chair-
Stade K“Jus and Vﬂ’dir
etth Hﬂi € aaening roeany of the informse
ackdrens he gave o ihe Meltboome Dhvi-
sion ol the Institui 13 -3!' Fagineers 13 the
retising whmm‘m of that Diivision. The
mizin there i3 boili round the tand problem
wnd the address coneenirales aitentio

e s the aeldisiribution of be
TR,

WY W

Wo nre indelbt
wun of the Vick

ey -

- dation.

‘las (Assistant Secr
Foundation (Pul Depari
Indernationsd Taieon  for Land
T a}mtian aund  Frae Trade, Ashl
Mitche {Treasurery; Faglish Mmf:{ .
E dk YVerinder “acc*’etax’y) Henry
George Bchoeol of Social Selence.
Yaorksbire League, ¢ H. Jones and
. Percy Roberts {(Ion. SHecretarics:, B
Bentley {Organising Seereiary), iw,
fa ﬂ;}i:on Road,

The United Copamities for the Taxailon
of Lami; Values Lid (pu ishers of Land
& Idbeviy, ¥ tion 4g, or $1
from US.A. anada), the -
naticna! Union for Land Valoe T
and Ereg ’1;41@. ami ‘?he Laeaguos |
Below @
auppart (,i LhU‘;i‘ whix

culd seck to ﬁdvanm the or uﬂw;:l(«
;mh -y which the Commilicrn, t% 2
and the Leagues &f}woc. 1o i
Taxation and Iree T
with removal of the
dustry and abolition
1 speeial privil
the pra ﬁuci;/m ef W
just dzsmbu

hurdens
il mono
iniorfers

Chegies  may
W ¥ Lesier,
don, SWL b
Canada c¢an  oon trzhuiv through

Fobert Schalkenbaeh Foundail
Yast §0th Street, New York in whi
they should name Lond & Liberty and
make chegues, ste., payable io the lum"
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4, Great Smith Sire London,
3. Telephone, Abbey 6065 Waited
Commaitfos for the Tasutien of Emmfﬁ
ef‘ﬁﬁmﬁw Eid.,, W. B, Loster T

W. Madsen (’:’ﬂcrf’lury
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Dush (Hon. Sec. 3, 90, B
wick, Siaffs; anim(;i' :
N. f‘a&{*( Fover (Hon.  Correspondence
Osmaston  Hoad,  Prenton,
h"w" f; ge ;“'ée?sﬂﬁi of

Foad, Livers

H.B. Lee (Hoa. Bec), 15, L< W

Honthsen; I}“rx)y‘ahlr&’“ Eeague, ";Jiumxm

(Hon., Hee:, 289, D{*nby Lam* Condaor:

; nburgh Learue, A Davis (A & ¥ohn.
3, 8 Hirk h:!i eon, Edinburyh, §;

Castin lﬂfm"i 25 Honry 5;{“}!’”9 F{*Hmvs iy,
Mm‘w‘rzv‘ ‘V!NZ‘- 1 Sn‘ Hin .
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