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Farm Land near Bristol. It is agreed that the value
of land is due to sibuation and not to what the owner
or occupier may have * put into the land * over however
long & period. The Bristol Evening News, 21st August,
provides testimony. After many months’ negotiation
the King’s Weston Estate of the late Dr P. N. Miles
sold over 500 acres to the National Smelting Co. The
deal includes Rockingham Farm and Madam Farm at
Lawrence Weston and Katherine and Cowley Farms
at King’s Weston. ** The significance of the purchase,”
it is said, © lies in the fact that the farms are immediately
proximate to the industrial area of Avonmouth Dock
Hstate where the National Smelting Co. have made big
developments of late.” Significant also is that the sum
involved in this and other transactions i regard to the
King’s Weston lstate approximate to £80,00¢. The
farm land has lain unrated and exempt from taxation all
the time. The developments of the Smelting Company
have increased its value and the Smelting Company
pays the ransom. These are also significant facts.

Cardiff Trunk Road. Sixty-nine acres of land in

the Heath area of Cardiff are required by the city
counecil for the comstruction of a #runk road hetween

Allensbank Road and North Road with cycle paths, |

building development and provision of allotments. The
city treasurer reported to the finance committee that
the Ministry of Health was only prepared to grant loan
sanction for the amount at which the district valuer
had wvalued the land, and this was considerably less
than the amount which was acceptable to the vendors.
He took strong exception to the system by which the
district valuer could hold up public works. (Western
Mail, 20th October.) Tt would have been more to the
point to take exception to a system under which public
authorities have o pay excessive prices for Jand whenever
they wish to undertaie some scheme of improvement.
It would alse be interesting to know what valne was
placed on the land by the distriet valuer, what price
the corporation is being obliged to pay, and what the
land 1s assessed at for rates and taxes.

Carlisle and Beclesiastieal Commissioners. For a
housing scheme, the Carlisle City Council decided to
pay the Keclesiastical Commissioners £1,456 for over
six acres of land between Wigan Road and Dalston Road ;
and sanction was being obtained from the Ministry of
Health fo borrow £1,932 to cover the purchase price,
Stamp doty and  professional charges. Councillor
Dobinson said they were paying what he considered to
be a high price for the land, but his further remark made
the wrong kind of strieture. “ These people,” he said,

¥ preach from the pulplfs why don’t you get on with
demolishing, the slums,” yot this is about the dearest
piece of land we have bought- for housing. The Foclesi-
astical Commissioners put obstacles in the way by
asking a big price.” Mr Dobinson should be condemning
the rating laws, which are landlord laws, and not the
landowners who take advansage of them. The same
appliee to the clergy. Neither abuse of the beneficiaries

nor homilies from the pulpit are any good, in face of the
inexorable working of the present land and taxation
systen:,

Seats for the Coronation.  Mr Frank Pick, viee-
chairman of the London Passenger Transport Board,
wrote to The Times of 3lst Qctober, on the scandal
of the fortunes being made from lething seats on
the route of the coronation procession. * After al ,”
he says, “ the Government are providing a free show.”
He suggests either a tax of 50 per cent on the price
paid for a seat, or that local authorities should assess all
property on the line of the route at an additional
valaation. Mr Pick evidently has some appreciation,
if it be nnconscious, of the meaning of site value. For
after all what difference in prlnciple i there between
the price of these seats and the price or rent that has to
be paid for the locations where business of every descrip-
tion is daily conducted and whers houses have fto be
placed. The public authority provides there far more
than a one-day circus show. 1 makes and maintains the
strects, the lighting, the cleaning, the sewage, and all
the activities of the commumity combine to make that
land value, which is the community’s own for assessment
just as Mr Pick himself suggests.

High Renis in Dunstable. Reporting on conditions-
in Dunstable, the Luton News, 24th SBeptember, said : A
fortnight ago the rate cases before the magistrates were
50 numerous as to necessitate a separate court. The
position is that families have migrated to Dunstable from
the distressed areas in the hope of sharing Dunstable’s
prosperity. The growth of the town has been rapid,
and housoy have beon let as quickly as they have been
erected. Tenants have paid whatever has been
demanded, as it was a case of “ Hobson’s choice.” Is
it to be wondered at that they cannot-pay their rates ?
% iz unfair to pillory the builders in every case for
this state of affairs. The source of the trouble is the
soaring land values. Pieces of land which, not many years
ago, were uscless to their owners and an oyesore to the
community, have suddenly become so valuable thag
one might almost imagine a wvein of gold was known
to exist beneath their ungightly surface.

London Land Seramble, This is how the Midland
Daily Tribune, 2nd November, describes the rush for land
that is wanted for building on the outskirts of the city.
In the Cockfosters, Southgate and Harrow sections,
land has soared from £120 to £1,800 an acre within three
years. One by one the mansions and the estates are
vanishing. in recent years huge chunks of park-land
have been gold for building by Lord Petrie at: Brentwood,
the Harl of Stafford at Elstree, and Sir Oliver Hart-Dyke
at Lullington Castle near Sevenoaks. Sir Philip Sassoon
still holds out at Trent Park, near New Barnet, although
the park-land of his 1,000-acre estate is nearly surrounded
by new houses and he has been offered up to £900 an
acre for certain parts of his estate. Tt used to be said
“preserve the glorions and historic parklands of
Fngland ™ when there was threat of the real radical remedy
for ¥ bursting the monopoly,” to use the Lloyd George
phirase. But the landowners know when they see a
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good thing-—their chance to cash in on the values of land
created by the enterprise going on all round them ;
and part of the speculative game is to hold the jand,
untaxed, while the pressure increases. 1t is the game
of robbing the community of ifg earnings.

An Isle of Man Example. Near to Douglas there are
155 acres of land on which the rates at present are
only six shillings and sixpence. The facls came out in
a discussion in the Legislative Council and the House of

Keys(Isle of Man T'imes, 21st November), of a bill fo add

an area of agricultural land to the locel government
district of Onchan. At present it is assessed at one-
quarter of its value as “ agriculbural.”  Out of the dis-
cussion arose 3 keen debate on the Taxation of Land Values
with Mr Norris taking leading part as advocate. Next
day the Zsle of Man Times in  leading article powerfully
supported Mr Norris’s case with the disclosure that the
Douglas Corporation had recently agreed to pay £ 3,000
for 80 acres of this territory of 155 acves, the whole of
which pays no more than six shillings and sixpence
in local rates,

A Matlock Beanty Spot. A claim for compensation
arising out of the compulsory acquisition of Lovers’
Walks was reported in the Esintes Guzeile, 3rd October.
This ground was purchased in 1927 by the owner,
Mr G. H. Drabble, for £1,350 and Matlock Counci
had been paying a yearly rent of £60 for it. The valne
put on the property by Mr Sutbon, the valuer for My
Drabble, was £4,474, it being stated that “ the pricoe
paid for the land was no criterion of its present value.”
The arbiter awarded the sum of £2,800. But who
made this land valuable either in 1927 or in 19367
Who but the general community? Yet a private '
individual is able to take the rent of it and surcharge
the community with a capitalized rent of twice as
The more beautiful the spot in private ownership the
greater the rapsomh 0 Iecover it.

gt John's Vood, London. The Duily Telagraph.
2186 October, reported the sale of the building site ab
6 Hall Road, 8t Johr’s Wood, approximately 1} acves
for the price of £30,000, Jtisa residential area and the
report says ‘it is assumed that & big block of Hats will
pise in due course on this site.”  Iousing sites at sach
prices compel the flat-building, and in addition to the
sum in which the ccoupiers are muleted before there
can be any houses, there comes the hoavy burden of
rates on bouses after they are erscted. We need not
wonder why rents are high ; but when some one venbures
to say “ there is nothing in the land question and it is of
no importance in the matter of housing,” there is the
other fellow who gets his £30,000 for a tiny bit of London’s
surface, who can say quite genially that such notions
are perfect nonsense—and then go off happily to the
Riviera or Florida’s palm beaches to enjoy freely the
wealth that he has mever produced.

A < Mad ** Price near Nuneaton. Out in the country
ab Attleborough, the Property Commiftee of the
Nuneaton Council wanted a little more than 1% acres
of glebe land for a road improvement and had proposed
to pay £1,110 for it. At the Council meeting (Nuneaton
Observer, 30th Qctober) Councillor Cartright said that
at the last auction in that neighbourhood land realized
£175 per acre. He did not think it vight that they
should be asked to pay £600 an acre for this land.
“We are going mad,” he said, * if we cven consider it.”
The Deputy-Mayor Councillor W. T. Smith supporting
the reference back, which was agreed to, said that they
often paid too heavily for land. Yes, and all such land
lying vacant or called “ agricultura i entirely exempt
from rates while the speculators drive their traffic.

rouch,

Seven Conburies of Service. Lord Hastings is an
Astley, and at Melton Constable, says the Hslafes
Gazetie, 12th September, * he carries on a tradition of
service 1o the county of Norfolk and to the country of
England which dates from the middle of the thirteenth
contury.” 16 was in 1236 that Sir Thomas Astley, of
Astley Castle in the county of Warwick, married Editha
Constable, of Melton Constable in the county of Norfolk,
thus founding that branch of the family which Las
possessed Mealton Constable in mnbroken male descent
ever since, and has now completed seven centuries of
ocwnership.

They also serve who only stand and wait—for
ihe rent of land to fall into their laps. Or was the
service during these seven cenburies the supply of land
to farmers, workers and other human kind 2 We
thought the Lord God Creator had something to do
with thab.

Sewage Scheme at Bt Austell, Cornwall. That Saul
is still among the prophets was shown at a public
enguiry ot St Austell with reference o a scheme for
spending pearly £10,000 for sewering. It war no
loss a person than the Ministry of Health inspector who
pointedly wanted to know why the ratepayers should
be asked to pay tho whole of the cosh of a scheme
which would very largely benefit the owners of the
land which the facilities would serve. From report in
the Weslern Morning News, 30th Qctober.

TWhat the Swanses Housing Chairman said.  The South
Wales Evening Post of 1st July reported a conference
of the National Foasing apnd Town Planning Council
at Cardiff, Councillor W, E. Harries, chairman of the
Swansea FHousing Committee said : “ Landlords are
getting far too much out of the weekly income going
o the working people’s houses, which means that the
people are deprived of food and clothing. DBusiness
people also are not getting a right ghare because the
Tandlosd collazed it all”

£ Precious Commodity in Willesden, Land is rapidly
becoming the most precious of all commodisies, according
o the Willesden Chrosicie of 19th June last. It learned
that the value of land in Harlesden is in the neighbour-
bood of £4,000 an acre, and $hat does not mean in the
congested business arcas but in a backwater opposite to
the entrance of Roundwood Park, where a two-acre field
realized more than £8,600.

A woek ago the expert valuer would bave assured
you that the value of such land was probably £3,000
an sere, but certainly not move.  Wvery week sees values
riging, and they will continue to do 30 as the demand
increases and the supply diminishes.  One hundred years
ago they spoke of £100 an acre for land in the neighbour-
hood of Willesden Junction. To-day that price has
inereased fiftv-fold. .

The facts are useful, but the Chrowicle should know
hetter than to call land a commodity. )

Open Spaces at Wembley., In an article in the
Wembley News, 25th September, the Wembley Rate-
pavers’ Association call attention to the fact that a
torther 361 acres of open spaces had just been acquired
ab Kingshury at a price of £32,795. This is at the
rate of £393 per acre.  “ It seems,” they say, ©* a colossal
figure but it comes of the Council having to acquire land
which has become ripe for building asd development
and therefore having to pay building value for it. . . .
The cost to the rates of the recent acquisitions of open
gpaces is enorrouns.” _

The complaisance of the ratepayers to the wickedness
of the seandal is also enormous. To state the facts

bk
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is good but to point to the remedy, and work for it,
is hetdor 1 the taxation of land values and the remission
of all rates and taxes on buildings and improvements.
Is this Association helping ¢

The Figt Cost of Technical Eduecation. The Wood
Green Sentinel, 18th June, reported that the Middlesex
Uounty Education (ommittes had agreed to purchase
5% acres of land at Powva Lane for the sum of £7 382,
This is at the vate of £184 poer acre. Every pound paid
Tor the menopoly price of the land is & pound less that
might have been used for the laboratory and ofher
equipment which the school will need. But land.
lordism has so fixed things that there is neither desk,
rior tools, nor even pens and paper for teachers and
students, unless more than £7,000 is paid for the mere
standing place of the school.

THE TRUTH ABOUT

Dr James Knight, vice-president of the Royal
Philosophical Society, should get Progress and Poverty.
For him, at any rate, the chapters on the Malthusian
theory are nob out of date. He was speaking about
Ireland (Glasgow Herald, 6th November) and of the time
when its peak population was 8,200,000; but, he
saitl, excessive rainfall caused such a complete failure
of the potato erops that 200,000 to 300,000 people
disd of starvation. The British Government provided
work for over 700,000 at one period and at another food
for as many as 3,000,000 ; but the economic pressarc
was 80 great that emigration was the only outlet.”

. Died of starvation! What kind of a philosophic
society is it that allows such remarks to pass unchallenged
and the facts to be ignored ? Ireland was one of the
stock arguments for the Malthusian view that population
outran subsistence, till Henry George wrote these words

““ A% the period of her greatest population (1840-45)
Ireland contained something over eight millions of
people. Buf a very large proportion of them managed
merely to exist— lodging in miserable cabins, clothed
with miserable rags, and with but potatces for their
staple food. When the potato blight came, they died
by thousands. But was it the inability of the soil to
support so large a population that compelled so many
to live in thizs miserable way, and exposed them to
starvation on the failure of a single root crop ? On the
contrary, it was the same remorseless rapacity that
robbed the Indian ryot of the fruits of his toil and left

him to starve where nature offered plenty. A merciless |

banditti of tax-gatherers did not march through the land
plundering and torturing, but the labourer was just as
effectually stripped by as mexciless a horde of landicrds,
among whom the scil had been divided as their absolute
possession, regardless of any rights of those who lived
upon it.

“ Cultivation was for the most part carried on by
tenants at will, who, even if the rack-rents which they
were foreed to pay had permitted them, did not dare to
make improvements which would have been but the
signal for an increase of rent. Labour was thus applied
in the most inefficient and wasteful manner, and labour
was dissipabed in aimless idleness that, with any security
for its fruits, would have been applied unremittingly.
But even under these conditions, it is a matter of fact
that Irelend did more than gupport eight millions.
For when her population was at its highest, Ireland
was a food-exporting country. Even during the famine,
grain and meat and butter and cheese were carted for
exportation slong roads lined with the starving and past
trenches into which the dead were piled. For these
exports of food, or at least for a great part of them,

Walthamstow Marshes at £710 ver acre. Ex-Councillor
E. C. Pitman writing to the Wolthamstow Guardian of
2nd October described how in 1904 the Leyton Council
{Essex) had acquired the freehold rights for about
100 acres of the Levton Marshes for £4.747 being £47
per acre. The Walthamstow Mazshes adjoin, bub
‘Walthamstow took no action. A private individual was
allowed to acquire the freahold in thém and now claims
that the common rightshave ceased to exist. Walthamstow
has since wanted this open zpace and in 1934 compulsory
powers were obtained to acquire it. The area is about
87 acres. The vendor elaimed £138,785 and the valuer
for the Council valued it at £23,170. The arbitrator
has determined that £61,480 should be paid. This is
at the rate of £710 per acre as compared with £47 per

aore In 1904.

THE IRISH FAMINE

there was no return. So far as the people of Ireland
were concerned, the food thus exported might as well

. have been burned up or thrown into the sea, or never

produced. It went not as an exchange, bub as a tribute
—to pay the rent of absentes landlords; a levy wrung
from producers by those who in no wise contributed
to production.” _

Who is right ? Dr Knight or Henry George ? if it
will excnse Dr Knight to say that ke was only speaking
on the narrow ground of the ° Climatic Factor in
Ilstory,” there is no reason why he should not be
seized of the importance of the economic factor.

FINTAN LALOR’S TESTIMONY

Tn a recent issue we reviewed Fogarty's book on
James Fintan Lalor, the famous Irish veformer. This
is what he says about the potato blight and the famine,
speaking of the Irish euliivator : o

 Lagt year this man did according to custom. He
planted potatoes for his own support, he sowed corn
for his landlord’s rent. The potato  perished : the
landlord took the orep. The tenant-cultivator paid
his rents—was forced to pay them—sold his grain crop
to pay them, and had to pray to man as well as to God
for his daily bread . . . I say and assert that the land-
owners took entire possession of last year’s harvest
{written 1847)—of the whole effective sum and substance
of that harvest. The food for this year’s subsistence,
the seed for next year’s crop—the landlord took it all.
He stood. to his right, and got his rent—and hunger
was in five hundred thousand houses, pinching dearth
in all, deadly famine in many. Famine, more or less,
was in five hundred thousand families ; famine, with
all its diseases and decay; famine, with all its fears
and horrers; famine, with all its deadly pains, and more
dreadful debility. All pined and wasted, sickened and .
drooped ; nurobers died—the strong man, the fair
maiden, the little infant—ithe landlord got his rent.”
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PRINCIPLE AND POLICY .

Land Value Taxation is a rational method of bringing
the present social order into conformity with natural
law. Ttis a means to an end. The aim is equal liberty
to live and to work through freeing the land from the
element of monopoly. The means is scientific taxation,
Tt should, at the outset, be noted that the term *“ land ™
is here used in its most comprehensive sense : com-
prising natural resources of every kind such as building
land, minerals, air, sunshine, rivers and ses, as well as
agricuitural land. It is used in contradistinction to
products of industry which involve human toil. Through-
out our thinking this distinction must be rigidly and
constantly drawn. )

Tirst, as to means. Under the Land Values system,
taxation on industry and s products is abolished and
public revenues is secured by turning into the public
treasury, through taxation, the economic value of the land
as it exists apart from all ©“ improvements ” on it, such
as dwelling houses, factories, machinery, cultivation,
railways, docks, etec., ete. Thus Land Value Taxation
is a substitute for present rates and taxes on industry—
not an addition to them. This tax on the market
value of the land apart from “ improvements ” is pay-
able without alteration whatever use the land may be
put to. It is payable just the same whether the land
be fully used, half used, or withheld from use altogether.
The use the land is put o malkes no difference to the
tax payable. Thisis an essential feature of the system.

Tt is the merit of this reform that it can be introduced
progressively as public opinion may decide till we reach
the full application of the principle. That full principle
is the public appropriation of all cconomic rent (the
valae of land apart from all buildings, cultivation or
other improvements) and corresponding relief of in-
dustry from taxation. A start having been made on
these lines, it remains for the public to decide how
quickly we shall advance towards the complete freeing
of industry from taxation.

Let us compare this with the existing system of
raising public revenues, and examine the effect of each
on personal liberty and social relationships. Under our
present taxation and rating system, no distinction is
drawn between land and labour products. The more
fully land is made use of (through cultivation, building,
mining, ete.) the heavier becomes the load of taxation.

Per contra, the more it is neglected or held up for

speculation, no matter how valuable it may be, the more
it escapes, till we reach the absurd and tragio situation
that the owner of valuable and much-needed land has
but to forbid its mse altogether and he will escape scot
free from any contribution to the public exchequer.
Thus is offered a premium on land withholding and
speculation, with its repercussions of land famine, high

rents, overcrowded towns, unemployment, and a low
wage level. A glance round any growing district will
show how powerful is this inducement to withhold
valuable land. FExtension of railways to oubskirts, im-
proved main roads, or even the mere rumours of these
things, stiffens the price asked for land, and withholding
grows apace in view of the prospective rise and the
inducement offered by exemption from rates so long as
land remains woused.

But farther evil is inherent in the present system of
exacting rates and taxes only in measure as use is made
of land instead of levying on the markel value, whether
the land is used or not. 'The burden which is thus made
to fall on houses, factories, good cultivation, and all
other improvements checks the production of such
things and raises the price that has to be paid for them.
When we remember that rates vary from 10s. in the £
to 20s. in the £, and even more, and that the occupier
must pay this burden, we begin to grasp at least one
reason why houses are scarce, and rents are high, and
why our industries suffer.

Under the Land Values system, not only would this
check to production be removed, but a powerful stimulus
would take its place. Full use of land would be en-
couraged, speculation penalized, and the supply of fand
available for use at fair rent would be increased where
now we artificially restrict ib. For with rates and taxes
payable on land according to its market value, inde-
pendently of the use it is put to, the speculative element
is at once squeezed out, and it becomes a losing game to
own land unless put to its best use, which means unless
thrown open to labour and enterprise. With taxation
applied on this principle, no man or corporate body could
afford to hold more land than he can put fo its most
productive use.

Land would be held for use only ; and mever merely
for renting to others, i.e., for levying toll on others
for leave to work. Apply this principle, and the .
demand of many reformers that only those who use land
shall be allowed to have it, will automatically be realized
without legislative enforcement or regulation, and an
endless vista opened out for small industry of every
kind, The landlord (the private collector of economic
rent) would vanish from the scene; for what sense
would there be in acquiring land to rent to others, if
that Tent were taxed into the public purse %

Tinagine the effect of the labour market, and, still
more important, on the opportunities thrown open for
employment of every kind.

Turning to the relief of industry, we find that of the
crushing burden of taxation now imposed on houses,
factories, and every improvement, not a penny would
remain if the principle were fully applied. Imagime
how, in addition to cheapening land, this reliet from
taxation would affect the economic and social position ;
how it would stimulate production, increase the demand
for labour, mitigate or even abolish the housing difficalty.
To attain thess ends no new experimental social systems
are called for, ne bureaucratic monster of State owner-
ship and management : but simply the overthrow of
obstructive land and taxation laws which now block the
way to common people who wish to gain a living in
their own way, whether as free individuals working on
their own, or grouped in veluntary co-operation with
their fellows.

To rid curselves of obstructons which stand between
us and nature’s storchouse should be the fivst aim of the
reformer.  After that mch may remain to be done, but
it iv the first and greatest step to better things, and we
may find that under the new conditions it will usher in,
many a social problem which now looms large and




Dr:czmsnn, 1936

LAND & LIBERTY

189

threatening will be reduced to manageable dimensiong,
or disappear altogether. No social question iz so
important as man’s proper relationship to the earth on
which he lives, moves, and has his being. Land Value
Taxation applied in full puts this relationship on a basis
of equal freedom and justice, because, under it, those
who occupy positions of special advantage are calied
upon to pay to the whole people for that advantage, and
then left free to earn therr livings. Thus, without
nationalizing the land itself, and without any bureau.
cratic control over the oceupier, equal rights to use the
land are secured through nationalization of its rent.

At first sight this may seem a small reform from
which to expect such great results, but may it not be
likened to the points on a railway track which can be
#0 set as to turn the train either into a rich and delect-
able country or into a desert ? To move the points is
a small thing in itself, but on that simple movement
depends all that will happen to the train and iis
passengers on their journey.-

Critics are fond of describing land and its rent as
merely a ‘‘ form of capital,” and ask why any particular
“form of capital 7 stiould be singled out for taxation.
To do so, we are told, is an outrage. Well, let us
examine this “form of ecapital " —econemic rent—
which taxation of land values would, as quickly as
expedience allows, turn into the public treasury in lieu
of the taxes which now oppress industry.

Land Value or economic rent is recognized by every
progressive thinker as the communal fund par excellence,
because it is not the produet of any individnal or group
of individuals, but arises and is maintained from day to
day by the presence and activities of the whole com-
murity. It comes into being with the community,
grows with the community and disappears with the
community. It depends on the standard of civilization,
rigsing as it rises and falling as it falls, As the arts,
sciences, and powers of production rise or fall, so does
land value. As the efficiency of public services grows,
so dees land value. Contrast all this with the price of
labour products, and it will bé found that the very
opposite is the tendency. The value of land rises as
powers of production increase; the value of labour
products falls. Since land value rises and falls with
the usefulness of public services, we here discover an
auntomatic register of the henefit conferred by those
services which is to be found nowhere else. That benefit
conferred is expressed with wonderful exactitude in the
value of land apart from improvements. Every munici-
pal or national service finds its reflection in the value
of land : as witness the effect of roads, sanitation,
lighting, public security, and the impartial administra-
tion of justice. In measure as these improve or are
lacking, so does the value of land rise or fall. Ewery
useful public service calls forth the wherewithal to pay for
ttself in the shape of the land value it creates.

For the community to take this and devote it to the
common good would take not a penny from the
earnings of any man. Land value or economic rent is
therefore the just and scientific measure of what each
individual should contribute to the support of public
services ; and when he does 0, each contributes in
exact measure as he receives benefits from them,
Contribution according to benefits received is the
correct principle of taxation, just as those who oecupy
the best seats at the show are expected to pay most
for them. Compare with this the present system, and
it will be seen that what each man now pays towards
the public services bears little or no relationship to the
benefits he receives from them.

Here, then, in the value of land, we find a fund

.STATE INTERFERENCE IN INDUSTRY.

eminently fitted, and seemingly, by its very nabure,
intended to be wsed for commumal services. In this
respect it stands unique; aed to play with words in
describing it merely as one of many “ forms of capital,”
s0 as to confound it with labour products, is either proof
of ignoranece or of deliberate attempt to darken counsel.

Ag is the case with most fundamental reforms, the
remoter implications of thorcugh Land Value Taxation
are perhaps more important than its immediate results.
It has been indicated how it would affect the housing
scandal by relieving houses from the burden of rates,
and throwing open new opportunities to building
enterprise.

Equally important is its effect on employment.

In the last analysis there is but one way in which men
find employment, and that is by the application of their
labour to the raw materials of the earth, which are all
embraced in the term “Jand.”
. As Sir William Petty put it : “ Labour is the father
and land the mother of all wealth.” Tt follows that
just in so far as we allow barriers to stand between
Jabour and land, work becomes scarce, unemployment
becomes general, and wages full because of the un-
natural competition of unemployed men. Conversely,
it follows that just in so far as obsiructions are removed
and access to nature’s workshop becomes easy, work
comes as a matter of course, self-employment becomes
casy, and distribution of wealth becomes fair.

The present system of taxation by encouraging non-
nse of valuable land (through its exemption from tax-
ation when unused) and heaping the load on those who
make proper use of their opportunities, provides a most
formidable barrier between the would-be worker and the
source of all wealth. The true remedy is not to build
new experimental social orders, but to remove those
obstructions which prevent the system we have from
working properly. When, under free conditions, that
system is found to fail, it will be time to try another.
The remedy for a wrong is to cease the wrongdoing.

This removal of barriers against equal freedom to use
the earth is the meaning of the reform here advooated ;
for, under it, all natural resources would be thrown open
on. fair terms to those who wish to earn their living in
their own way, and the fruits of their toil would be free
from the exactions of the State. W.R.L
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HENRY GEORGE AND HIS
PRECURSORS

A correspondent, who is a university lecturer in
eronomie history, recently asked for information about
the sources from which an historical account of Henry
(Jcorge and his teaching could be obtained. The

following information given in reply may be of interest | .

to our resders generaliy.

There is a fairly extensive literaturc about Henry
(Jeorge and his teaching, not only in Hnglish but in
many languages—notably Spanish, German, French and
Dazish. .

The most complete bibliography which L know is
that prepared by the New Yorik Pubile Library.

The most comprehensive book on the whole sabject
vot published is Prof George R. Gsiger’s Philosophy of
Hemry George. Tt gives an account of George’s life, his
sconomic and social philosophy, and the extent to which
it has been pub into praclice. :

On the biographical side the most important works

‘are The Life of Hemry George, by his son, and The
"Prophel of San Francisco, by Louis F. Posb.

There are two papers given ab our recent London
Conference which you will probably find particularly
interesting—those by Mr Lange and Mr McEachran—
as they besr upon the historical background of Henry
George's thought. _

Another book I should mention iz The Single Tax
Movement in the United States by Axthur Nichols Young
(Princeton University Press), which is helpful on the
historical side, and is well documented. ,

On the economic side, among the most important
works are Democracy v. Socielism by Max Hirsch (a
book of great originality and power), Natural Tazation
by Thomas G. Shearman, The ABC of Tazation by
C. B. Fillebrown, The Eeonomic Basis of Tax Reform
by Professor Harry Gunnison Erown, and Social Service
by Louis F. Post. ' :

Tn this connection I may mention that Henry George
had some eminent precursors in the economic fleld,
although he did not know it. The principal of these
were . H. Gossen, Entuickelung der Geselze des Men-
schlichen Verkehrs, and Téon Walras Theorie Crifique
de DFmpot, Etudes d Economie Sociale, ete. In Spam
thers was Alvaro Florex Estrada, Curse de Economic
politica, in South America Andres Lamas, Rivadavia
y la Legislacion de las Tierras Phblicas, and in Jrance

- there were of course the physiocrats (see especially the

reply to Voltaire’s The Man with Forly Crowns attri-
buted to Condorcet), and more recently Albert Maxi-
milien Toubeau’s Répartition méirigue de UImpot.
There were also some English writers on the same tack,
such as Spence, Ogilvie, Paine and Dove. (Reprints of
the writings of the first three are collected under the
title - Pioneers of Land Reform in Bohn’s Popular
Library.)

Gossen’s book, which was very scarce, was I believe
reprinted in Berlin in 1927.

Léon Walrag® Etudes &’economiz soctale has just besn
reprinted (R. Pichon et R. Durand-Auzias, 20, rue
Boufflot, Paris). .

Patrick Edward Dove’s Theory of Human Progression
is Part I of a work to which he gave the title the Science

‘of Politics. An abridged reprint is stocked by the

Henry Goorge Foundation. The second part is called
The Elements of Political Beonomy. It is very scarce.

Another interesting work is Sir John Macdoneil’s -

The Land Question, published in 1873. He must have
been one of the very few persons in this country who

had read Henry CGeorge’s first small book, Our Land
and Land Policy, published in San Franciseo in 1871,

As to the practical application in Jegislation through-

the world of Henry George’s proposal there is a

wuss of informasion. Some ndication of this will

be found in the papers presented at the Conference of

national Union for Land Values Taxation and

F C.. R. D
OBSTACLES TO HOUSING

gion at Olympia, a section sponsored and ar-

. by the Housing Centre, there was one short

86 of tablets with texts which show a clear insight

into the true inwardness of better housing problems.
Above those four tablets is the title heading :

OBSTACLES TO TOWN PLANNING
And upper line of texts runs as follows :—

* Fvery tenant rehoused by a Council pays, with
his rent, compensation to the private landowner.”

“Tn order to pay this compensation, among other
charges, tho Council must borrow the money. Interest
and repayment charges are passed on to the tenants.”’

“Land values rise with growth of ‘population,
indugtry and housing.” : :

In the lower texts, Sir Raymond Unwin is quoted in
he Yorkshire Post of 13th July, 1035, as having said :—
“The question of compensation is one of the chief
obstacles to good planning. The community is
paying twice over for every move in the planning
game.  Compensation on every square [rom which a
building pawn is removed, and full building value for
every square to which that pawn is transferred.”

Axnd again —

“1n June, 1934, Paddingion Borough Council was
gotinting for a site less than one aere at £12,000.
: then the 1935 Housing Act was passed. Now
site i3 bought at £19,000. Several shillings extra
per woek for every temant housed there.”

And some interesting information re a site in Kings-
Way -
Tn 1387 sold to investor at 1}d. a square foot.
In 1396 vecorded in wife’s legacy at 10d. a square
foot.
Tn 1900 sold to a syndicate at 2s. a square foot.
in 1902, after about 10d. per sq. foot had been spent
on streets, the site was sold te a speculator at 4s. 6d.
por 8q. foob. - ,
in 1993 it had risen in another sale to fs. 8d.;
and in
1904 a prospective builder paid 7s. 3d.

Om another tablet follows some intereghing informa.-
tion about Associations of Property Owners and their

agitation for compensation, and finally comes the
vorthy statement :—

“ The 1935 Housing Act atterapts to legislate over-
erowding ouf of existence without regard to the
ecomomic canses of overcrowding. It merely in-
creases the basis of compensation to property owners.”

* % *

The Housing Centre deserves all eredit for the insight
shown in this porticn of its interesting exhibit. Truths
such as stated here explain clearly why so much splendid
welfare work on the part of community and individuals
geems to have little effect, m the long run.
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A NOTABLE SWEDISH ECONOMIL
WORK

There has recently appeared an English translation
of the Lectures on Political Hconomy™ of the Swedish
Fceonomist, Knut Wicksell, who died in 1925. The
work is edited by Mr Lionel Robbins, Professor of
Political Beonomy in the University of London, whe
says in his introduction: * There is no work in the
whole range of modern economic literature which
presents & clearer view of the main sipnificance and
interrelations of the central proposmons of economic
analysis than these lectures.”

Many passages in this book show remarkable analogy
to the ideas of Henry George, although the conchisions
are nob arrived at by the same method. Wicksell
defines economic activity to mean every endeavour io
satisfy a material need  which seeks with the available
means to achieve the greatest possible result, or a gives
result with the least possible exerticn.” George savs
that the fundamental principle of political economy “ is
that men. seek to gratify their desires With. the least
exertion.”

- Wicksell defines the factors of production in much the
same manner as George, Land (or nature) “ denotes
the external natural forces at the serviee of man.”
Labour means “ human labour, whether manual or
mental.” Capital “is itself a product (* produced
means of production ’ is a common, and in a sense very
good, definifion of capital)”; And again * capital
itself i3 almost always a produet, s fruit of the co-
operation of the two original facters : labour and lend.”

He deprecates the attempt to include land under the
designation of capital, and reproves Professor Cassel for
inciuding the increase in the value of land and sites as
part of the total imcome of society. He ecriticizes
Marshali’s attempt to introduce a fourth factor of pro-
duction, called “ organization.” Such a classification
“ lacks quantitative precision.” When organizing taleut
is incorporated in certain individuals of outstanding
gifts or specialized education, then * ‘organization’
cannet be distingunished from “labour’; it is only a
special form of labour, and has always beon so treated.”
© Ag a consequence of Wicksell’s strict delimitation of
the factors of produetion into three, the channels of
distribution are also only three, rent, wages, and interast.
The anomalous category “ profits ” finds no place in his
analysis.

His treatment of the wage fund theory also has a
resemblance %o George’s wmethod. Wicksell savs:
“ Bince, in our day, almost all labour—at any rate in
industry—is hired labour, the means of subsistence, in
proporéion as they are consumed by the labourers {in
other words real wages) may be regarded as the price
of the labour which the capitalist acquires in their
stead, and which he adds to his stock of capital-goods,
in the form of saved-up lahour of one kind or ancther.”
Compare George’s statement : ““ The payment of capital
in wages presupposes a production of capital by the
labour for which the wages are paid.” Wicksell also
malkes the acute observation that if wages are advanced
to the labourer by the capitalist, it is equally true to
say that ““ rent also is advanced by the capitalist . . .
in so far as the final product—the product ready for
consumplion—is brought into being at a later datoe
than the use of land.”

Wicksell is careful to point out that although “he
who works and produces only for his own gain also
confers benefits upen others—indirectly by exchange.”

_ * Publishers : George Routledge & Sons, Lid,

it does not follow that in all cases individual and national
economic interests coincide. There are cases in which
they do not. “The most important is surely the
distribution of property, in so far as possession of land
or an exceptional monopoly of any kind nec&\ssa.“llv
excludes others from that land or that monopoly.”

He returns to this theme soveral times. He approves
of the argument of the physiocrats ‘and the Manchester
School that free exchange tends fo maximize the pro-
duction. of wealth. But he denounces the sttempt of
the ‘ harmony economists,” Carey and Bastiat, to ex-
tend this doetrine so as to make it a defence of the
existing distribution of wealth. This they did by
roducing *“ all the shares of the product, éven including
ths rent of land, to wages of labour.” * The absurdity
of such arguments is obvious and has perhaps contri-
huted more than anything else to the charge of dis-
heneaty and subservience to the interests of the powers
that be which has been Ievelled against scientific, or
quasi-scientific economios.’

On the question of population he says that * the
growth of population will obviously exercise a most
damaging effect on the position of labour and the
propertyless classes as a whele. Particularly will this
he the case under the existing sysfem of private owner-
ship of land. There will be a lowering of wages all
round owing to the:ar {the labourers’) mutual competi-
tion ; so that the landowners’ share of the product will
be correspondingly greater.” 'Technical progress, by
raising the marginal productivity of labour, may how-
gver maintain or raise wages. “‘In other words, tech-
nical progress, so far ag the labourers are concerned
only protects them against the absolute fall in wages
which would otherwise be inevitable, whilst at the same
time increasing frequently to a high depree the surplus
aceruing to the landlord.” Those who deny this, if they
ave consistent, must deny the existence of reut.

He makes an acute reply to those who anticipaté an
increage in general welfare from a progressive rednction
in the rate of interest to a very low or nominal figure.
“ Bach a state, however, would be far from desirable in

| an individualist society based on private property. So

far from disappearing, the gull bebween the propertied
and the propertyless classes would be well nigh im.
passible if land, capitalized at an exiremely low rate of
mberest, possessed almost infinite exchange value,
Hven now, a very large part of what is commonly called
capital and interest, is, in reality, land and rent. Think,
for example, of the colossal increase in site wvalues,
especially in the large towns. Bven capital goods
proper have their value increased in so far as the land
incorporated in them is now re-assessed according to a
higher standard of value ; or, as it is said, because the
cost of reproduction has increased. A large part of
apparent annual savings is accounted for by thig.in-
crease in the capital value of land and is thus 0ot a
real increase in wealth at all.”

Land Value Bating by F. C. B. Douglas, the new text
book (price 2s. 6d. published by the Hogerth Press)
has been very widely reviewed. It has been gratifying
to see this gcod publicity for the attention it has called
to the land values principle and policy.  Z'he Schoolmaster
for example, says : “ The reader who has no knowledge
of Ricardo or Henry George will not be at a disa.dvantage
for the subject is explained in such a way that the
non-technical mind can quite easily grasp it. . . . No
personinterested inmunicipal affairs shouid be withoutis.”

" Land & Liberty” is an invi-
2d. Monthly :

A Free Copy of
tation to become a Subscriber.
by Post 2s, 6d. a Year.
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BERMONDSEY SUPPORTS LAND
VALUE RATING '

The Bermondsey Borough Council, at their meeting
on 27¢h October, had before them a report by their
delegates to the International Conference, held ‘at
Caxton Hall, Westminster, on 3rd September Ilast.

The Town Clerk informs us that the report contained
the following recommendations which had been adoptéd
by ths London County Council :— , :

(z) That the Council is of opinion that the present
rating system is inequitable in its incicdence, that site
value is a subject peculiarly suited to local taxation

- by reason of ibs arising from community influences |

including local expenditure, and that it is accordingly
desirable that the present burden of local expenditure
should be transferred either wholly or in part from
rates to a rate on site value.
(6} That TLM. Governmeni be informed of the
opinion expressed in the foregoing resolution (¢) and
be urged to introduce legislation at wn carly date to
empower local authorities to levy a rate on site value.

It was resolved that Bermondsey Council support
the resolutions of the London County Council in the
matter ; and the resolution has been communicated to
the Minister of Health and London County Couneil

NOTES AND NEWS

“ Bandits of the Land ” was an informing article in
John Bull of 10th October. Striking examples of high
land prices for housing and other schemes are given
(some one has been consulting the files of Land & Liberly
and done well, although without acknowledgment).
The article also quotes Joseph Chamberlain when in
his Radical days he said : * The landowners grow rich
while they sleep. They toil not, neither do they spin.
Their riches grow through the toil and hunger of men
who are forced to pay them, out of scanty wages, a
golden tribute of unearned gain.” .

* # ®

At the meeting of the London County Council on
3rd November, Mr Douglas asked of the Chairman of
the Finance Committee : Will he state how many copies
of the recent Council publication (No. 3202) containing
the Report of the Committese on the Rating of Site
Values have been sold 2 Reply by the Chairman of the
Finance Committee: One thousand and fifty copies
have been sold. This figure is well above the average for
Council publications.

The Report may be obtained from our offices, price 6d.
{by pest 7d.).

¥ * * "

The weekly columnist ‘ The Idler ” in the Slockpori
Exipress, 5th November, had a special paragraph on
Henry George who is acclaimed as one of the world’s
greatest social philogophers. Extracts are quoted from
Progress and Poverty which emphasize the vaiue of
liberty and that is put to good purpose in reflecting on
Fascist regimes. * The book,” the writer says, “ left
a deep impression on my mind. I don’t see how there
can be real social justice where there are two classes—
the Haves and the Have Nots—especially as the latter

become more educated and more and more discontented .

as wealth increases.”
* * *

The Fconomic Committee of the Scottish Develop-
ment Council met at Campbelltown on 9th October,
Ex-Provost Smith said that Kintyre’s greatest source of
undeveloped wealth lay in its coal deposits. The only
Kintyre mine, that at Drumlemble, closed down some

years ago, but it was estimated that there were 70,000,000
tons of coal in the area, only 3,000,000 of which had
been brought to the surface. Much of the coal was
rich in oil,

* * *

Portsmouth has used £17,300 of the profits of the
municipal electricity supply as a contribution to the
local rates.—Portsmouth Evening News, 12th October.
Thus a gift is made to the biggest ratepayers and the
ground landlords are the ultimate beneficiaries. When
such undertakings make profits they merely impose a
disgnised indireet tax on consumers.

* & %

Intercsting faocts were given in the Leighion Buzzard
Ohserver, 25th August, of a land enclosure inquiry that
wag held fifty years ago in connection with the fields
at Totternhoe. The scheme was not so much eneclosure
as collecting and laying together the numerous small
parcels of each owner so that each might have his Iand
lying together. One owner had 44 acres in 59 different
parcels ; another had 97 acres in 168 narrow strips ; a
third 34 acves in 57 plots ; and a fourth 37 acres in 51
places and many of those strips were upwards of two
miles apart. In the discussion it was stated that by
putting the land together which was divided into strips
it. would be worth £1 an acre instead of 12 shillings as
at that time.

® % ES

The Fiverpool Daily Post of 21st August reported :
The North Staffordshire Hunt has been banned by the
new owner from hunting on the land of the 1,500-acre
Betley estate. In a letter to Miss R. M. Harrison,
Master of the Hunt, the landowner, Mr C. Fletcher-
Twemlow, of Betley Court, states that he disagrees with
the sport, and for reasons of conscience he does not wish
the Hunt in future to hunt over his land. The ban
represents a broak with tradition. 5

1t is a lovely suggestion that tradition should take .,
ranlk abiove the good of agriculture and a man’s conscience
combined.

XMAS AND NEW YEAR
GIFT BOOKS

Works of Henry George in superior Rexine

Binding:—
Progress and Poverty ... 2s.
Social Problems ... 2s.
The Condition of Labour ... 2s.
Science of Political Economy ... 4s.

This binding of Progress and Poverty has gilt lops and
tape book-mark,

Another admirable and acceptable Gift
Book is the Gems from Henry George in
superior cloth at 1s. In 108 pages, a collec-
tion of brief illuminating passages from the
works, making a conspectus ot the whole
social philosophy.

In the popular ved cloth bindings, Progress and
Poverty, Social Problems and The Condition of Labour
are 15, each; and the Science of Political Economy is
2s5. 6d. Gems from Hewry Geovge also obtainable in
stiff paper covers af 64,

HENRY GEORGE FOUNDATION
94 PETTY FRANCE, LONDON, S.W.1
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A NEW EDITION OF “PROGRESS
AND POVERTY”?

{(In our October issue, reference was made to Professor
H. Gunnison Brown's suggestions for am edition of
“ Progress and Poverty " which would re-arrange ihe
matter but withowt obridging amgything from the book.
Correspondence was invited.)

Mr Raymono V. MoNacrLy, of New York, writes ns —

*“ In commenting on the need for a revision of Progress
and Poverty, in the October issne, you appear to agree
with those who feel that the Wage Fund Theory and
the Malthusian Doctrine do not influence social thought
to-day to as great a degrec as they did at the time
Henry George wrote. It is true that he thoroughly
-exposed the fallacies in these theories, but in spite of
this fact, current thought, when critically analysed, is
seen to be completely impregnated with them. Of
course, they have been formally rejected in academic
circles, but nevertheless most professional economists
unconsciously believe in them. And there, T believe, is
where the danger in large part lies—in the unconscious
acceptance of such unscientific theories. .

“The average person unquestionably believes that
capital employs labour and that before Iabour can be
employed or can employ itself, there must firsi he
capital available for the payment of wages. They also
hold the opinion that capital profits at the expense of
labour. Thus the trend throughout the entire civilized
world is towards communism or fascism, for both of
these ‘isms,” in the last analysis, spring from a belief
in the Wage Fund Theory. In my opinion, acceptance
of the Malthusian Doctrine, conscious or otherwise, is
also world-wide as evidenced by immigration laws, hirth
control agitation, the craze for colonial expansion and
the agitation for the retirement of men at the age of
sixty-five and for the displacement of women in in-
dustry by men. Even many of those people who
profess to be followers of Henry George unconscionsly
pay homage to these fallacies. I have met many who,
after finishing a course in Progress and Poverty, express
sympathy for a protective tariff, for the curbing of
chain stores and for such artificial devices as the N.:.A.
and A.A.A.  Obviously they have learned nothing about
economic science, for they have learned their lessons
parrot-fashion, and they go about miseducating every.
one with whom they come in contact.

*“ There is no doubt that the Henry George movement
is encountering greater opposition to-day than it did
fifty years ago, because the entire world is drifting
rapidly away from ideas of freedom and natural law
towards a pathetically defeatist attitude engendered by
an intense belief in these age-old fallacies. Mere
reiteration of the chief tenets in (leorge’s philsoophy is
not emough to overcome this trend. That sort of
approach makes the support of the philosophy some-
thing of a cult, and the world is already suffering from
to0 many cults. What we should do is to face the
realities by concentrating our attack on those fallacies

that have thrown the world into its present state of

economic insanity and that are distracting attention
from our own movement. Only in this way can we
make a breach wide enough for the infiltration of our
own ideas.

“ The basic error from which all others stem is the
persistent confounding of money with wealth, and the
Wage Fund Theory and Malthusian Doctrine owe their
existence to this source. Therefore, in contemplating
the (eorgian philosophy in general and a revision of
Progress and Poverty in particular, due consideration
shouid be given to this point. Instead of losing their

influence, these fallacious theories have actually been
increasing their dominance over current thought.”

Dr Rovarn E. S. Havss, Waterbury, Conun., writes
hoping that there will be no change or reposition in
any pew edition of the book. *The Wage Fund
Theory,” he says, “ and the Malthusian are, of course,
not so important. But although they are discredited
by economists, the popular impression from them
remains. Besides, for teaching it seems to me that they
are valuable in 2 negative way. By their obvious
fulsity these old theories turn the student’s attention all
the more strongly in the right direction. And still
another useful quality in them ; they early acquaint the
student with George’s way of reasoning about such
fallacies. I do mot pretend to finality about this, but
I would hesitate to advise the change. It seems to me
that as there is plenty of other synthetic and com-
mentary literature about, that there should he no
urgency to change George’s original work.”

LAND AND MONEY

‘The argument is occasionally heard that there is no
particular significance in the growth of land values,
becanse money if it were invested at compound interest
would accumulate as rapidly. The argument neglects
the fact that land values have increased enormously
although the owners have spent the revenues and not
reinvested them, whereas investment at compound
interest involves that the investor should not spend any
of the income. The comparison is therefore a false one,
and indeed fantastic.

In the course of an admirable address delivered at the
Sorbonne some time ago and reprinted in the July-
September issue of Terre ef Liberté, M. Sam Meyer refera
to a comparison made by Vicomte d’Avenel in his
Histotre économique de la Propriété en France between
the variation in the vahie of land and of a sum of mouey
over a long period of years. The money is supposed
to be lent at the current rates of interest and the owner
of it spends the interest just as the landowner spends
his rent.

M. Meyer said :

I cannot enter into all the details or quote all the
figures, but d’Avenel in his example contrasts two
persons owning land and goods respectively and follows
their fortunes from the year 1200 to 1909. The valne
of what each has at the begioning iz 100 livres, equivalent
to 98,000 gold francs before the war.

“The one buys land, the other lends his money in
commercial transactions. DBoth spend their income and
preserve their investment. IP’Avenel calculates the
value of each one’s fortune from perfod to period,
taking account at each epoch of the value of money, of
goods, and of land, not in exceptional cases, but the
general or average value for all parts of France. In
the end when the year 1909 is reached the lender of
money finds himself with a capital of 950 franecs bringing
him in an income of 38 francs a year, while the land-
owner with 161 hectares of land bought in the year 1200
has a property worth 450,000 francs bringing him in a
revenue of 18,000 francs a year.

“The one, because he has not worked, is ruined and
his. fortune has almost disappeared, but the other
without doing a hand’s turn has become enriched.”

M. Meyer remarks that in this illastration we have the
trie contrast between the two cases, which is obscured
in modern life by comparing land with shares—a com-
parison which does not bring out the true contrast
beeause the shares may snd generally do represent the
ownership of land and other monopoly rights as wel] as
of goods and money.
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HOW THE NATEON IS TAXED
To the Kditor of ©* Land & Liberty

S1m.- Under this heading it was shown, in your June
issue, that the Britishk Government intended to tax its
people to the amount of £793,281,000 in the current |
financial year. When I had read the particulars of how
‘filat {otal was made up, and your incidental comments,

i found my thoughts running along the following lines.

Ts not this 793 willions only a part, and perhaps
a lesser part, of the full story of how the nation is taxed.
What about the huge suni that is eoliected, directly and
indirectly, by and on behalf of private tax-gatherers, in
the form of economic rent, mixed up and ca.mouﬂa,ged
as it often is with payments under other labels ¥ May
not this “ subtle alchemy,” as Cuarlyie called ib, be
rightly regarded as ' taxation ” in its worst form, in
that no productive serviee is given in exchange for it

whereas Government taxation, however erroneously
levied, does come more of less back to the public in the

ghape of Government services or asctivitios ?

Our hearers and readers are frequently told thai

ground remts taken for public purposes would fake the
place of other taxes, and that tetal taxation would
therefore * not be increased.” Does not that statement
fall very far short of doing justice to our case ¢ Ought
we not, with special and repeated empbasis, go further,

by saying that every pound of ground rent diverted -

from private to public revenue reduces by one pound the
total of taxation paid by the public ?

Since ground value taxes taken by Government from
the prlva.te tax-collector cannot be passed on by the
latter to the public, then the Gonsequenmd,l remission of
existing Government taxes on incomes, imports, build-

ings, ete, would be, not merely substitutionary re- |

missions, bub real reductions of the total tax bill.

I sugzest that there might be a good opening here for
a eorgﬁew‘ version of the famous A +4- B theorem of
Major  Douoglas. Douglas supports his theorem by
alleging that money paid for snything other than wages
and profits is not purchaging power, Absurd as that
allegation may seem to us, the “ theorem ” built on it
seems to have a great attraction for many people.

The purpose of the suggested A 4- B theorem of land
value taxers would be to show in similar algebraic form
how enormously tofal taxation would be reduced if the
whole or any considerable part of existing private land
value taxation were diverfed into public revenues. Itz
validity would rest on the fact that such diversion of an
existing form of private taxation could not be passed on.

It is fairly commonly stated by land wvalue taxers
that “ a land value tax levied by a Government cannot
be passed on.” ‘That statement, I think, might be
more readily gragped if it were amplified by pointing
out, that, like all other existing taxes, land value taxa-
tion (private) is already ‘‘ passed on > to consumers of
zoods and services. The tazes which would cease to be
passed on would be those, now levied for public purposes,
which would go out of existence.

Should we not put it in this light to the consumer *
“ The trouble is not that taxes are passed on to you.
That is nat-um], inevitable, ethical. Your real trouble
is that the hage land value tax you are paying is not
heing passed on by the private persons who levy it
If only you would make them pass i on to ity rightful
owners, vou would bave that much less passed on to
you, through other taxes being reduced or abolished.”

Yours, ete.,
N. Morrmmr THOMAS.

New Scuth Wales.

THE EARTH FOR ALL
Music of the Batile Hymm of the Republic

Qur eves have seen the vigion of a world that shall be
free,
Where the great Earth’s fruftful surface, in ifis sweep
fromm sea to sea,
Bears a message to the Toﬂer of the good thab is to be.
“The Trubh is marching on.

glory, hallslujah ;
(#lory, glory, hallelujah ;
Glory, glory, halle lujah ;

The Trath is marching on.

{_-;:-loz'g;’,

Where the city's tow'ring granite hides the splendor and
the shame i
i f & vain and vaunted progress that belies fair Freedom’s
name,
Let us ery aloud the message till it soars like leaping
flame.
The Truth is marching on.

The fields lie broad and fertile to the far horizon’s rim,
Yot the Teiler starves and struggles *mid a wealth that’s
not for him,
| Let our message with its promise wake the hope that
‘ had grown dim.
‘The Troth is marching on.

In many a stately forest future wealth for man is stored,
! Woealth created for the Many, to the Few now givn to
hoard ;
"Neath the woodland’s leafy arches Iet us preach the
hopelid word.
The Trath is marching on,

Tn Mother Farth’s deep bosom riches vast await our
hand, ’
Guarding close the hidden treasure man-roade barriers
threat’ning stand.
They will fall if once Earth’s chlldren claim their birth-
right to the land.
The Truth is marching on.

In Creation’s Hawless harmonies, in Freedom’s ringing
(di}
We can hear the glonous message that will let our fetbers
fall,
Hear the message with its promise of the Karth, the
Warth for All
The Truth is marching on.
Gravs IsABEL COLBRON.
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Municipal Single Tax in Milk River
By J. B. ELLERT

The original site of the Village of Milk River—owned by
the *° Alberta Railway and Irrigation Company,” was sub-
divided by the Company in the year 1909, Sinece that year
three further subdivisions owned by the Company and its
successors—the ‘‘ Canadian Pacific Railway Company,”
have been added to the original site. Im the year 1912
the community beeame a corporate body known as the
“ Village of Milk River.”

In the years prior to 1912 public revemue was collected
from the subdivision by the Provincial Government, and
was raised solely by taxation of land values. However,
following incorporation and the resultant need for greatly
inereased public revenue the nsual agitation for the assess-
ment and taxation of improvemeénts made its appearance,
and, of course, as improvements increased, the agitation
for assessment of these newly-produced values becarae still
more pronounced. I believe you will agree that the story
thus far constitutes a recital of the history of taxation in
practically every political unit throughout the eivilized
world. But at this point the Village of Milk River leaves

the well-beaten path—here, in this small community, the’

agitation to which I have reforred did not accomplish its
accustomed tragic end.

That this Village refrained from falling into the error of
taxing private property while allowing individuals to
appropriate the publicly-caused rent of land ; is
the efforts of an ardent disciple of Henry George, who
established his home at Milk River in the year 1910. I
refer to Mr Fred Peasc—a man well-known in. Singile Tax

circles throughout the length and breadth of the North

American Continent. Coming into a community which was
at the time entering upon the process of politieal organiza-
tion, Mr Pease saw his opportunity to strike a blow for the
principles of economic freedom. Labouring ably and
patiently he has gathered about him & grovip of supporters

is due to

who are willing and, I believe, able {0 maintain and con- |

tinue the progress which has been made.

In so far as Village Authority extends, IMilk River is on :
a strictly Single Tax hagis. Txcepting only the negligible

matter of a nuisance tax on dogs, every dollar which is

received into the Village Treasury is derived from ground |

rent. Unfortunately, however, immprovernents are assessed
and levied upon for Public School purposes. Our School
District includes territory which is not situated within the
territorial limits of the Village, and for thisreason Village
authority does not extend to the collection or method of
collection of reverues necessary for the maintenance of
our School system. Because of the existence of this tax
eollecting authority which is beyond the jurisdiction of the
 Village, and because alzso of other faetors such as Dominion
and Provinecial Government Sales Tax, Income_Ta.x, ebe.,
it is difficult if not impossible for the Village to arrive at
the Single Tax climax of appropriation of il economic
rent. The policy, however, of eollecting economie rent has
been carried o a point ‘where it has become unprofitable for
anyone to hold land out of use in anticipation of increment
in itg value. The result is that practically all unimproved
land has been acquired by the Village under tax recovery
proceedings, and is readily available by lease, or purchase
for & nominal sum, to those wishing to use it.

No difficulty has been experienced in raising revenae
sufficient for the needs of the Village. The small loss in
revenue oceasioned by the abandonment of unimproved
land by speculative holders, js more than offset by the
additional use to which land has been put. In this con-
nection labouring men have found it possible to build small
homes rather than pay high rents; farmers in the sur-
rounding distriets have been attracted by cheap land and
have built homes in the Village for winter residence, and
business men have refased to pay high rents demanded for

¢ the land value for all the people.

favourable sites on which to build without having to pay
capltahzed grou.ud rent to a landlord. No, our difficulty
is not in raising sufficient revenue—rather is our problem
ona of being able to expend the revenue which we find it
necessary to collect in order to prevent speculative holding
of land.

Due to the fact that the town of Milk River is out of deb#,
having met all expenses, and having a large share of revenue
on hand, one of our ratepayers circula.ted a petition to
have the taxes reduced to one-hall of its present smourt.
A majority of the ratepayers signed this potition and it
was presented to the Council at the ratepayers’ annual
meeting. While discussing the matter a great opportunity
arose for the Georgeists to show up the old special privilege
class that we find all over in every village, town and city ;
narely, those who really have the ability to pay taxes on
the valuable sites they use.

It was explained to the petitioners, and they did then
plainly see that the small ratepayers who are always in
the.majority and who are using less valuable lands would
only save (by cutting the rate in half) from one to five
dollars a year compared to the fewer ratepayers owning
the more valuable sites who would save from $25 to $150
a vear, which males up more then one-half of all revenues
recoived annually. Further explanation proved to them
that the one-half of revenue saved (by cutiing in half the
full amount) would deprive many of the labourmen ef an
opportunity they always had, to earn not only the amount
of their taxes but from $25 fo $75 more, while working
on_public improvements. They did then plainly see that
the ¢lass of people who own the most valuable sites are
the very class of people they were going to favour by
reducing the taxzes.

Tt was easy now to show the difference between Capital-
ism and Landiordism, that it i$ the landlord and not the
capitalist who has an unearned income, that must be talken
by all the ratepayers and labourmen who have and always -
do create the land value.

Aweek later an election was held for a new council man.
The first candidate upheld the present amount and the
other tesolved to cut the present amount in half. The
result was three to one in favour of the former.

8o there is at least now one town in which the people
will not have their revenue lowered, since they see that the
Iand valae can be used to all of the people’sadvantage, and
that by taking the land value iz the only way thab the
whole people can have a just right to the earth, that is,
. Although individually
we cannot all use the same valuable sites, but can collect
the site values and in this way divide it up to the whole
community in the way of public improvements, police and
fire protection, ete. There is no other way to obtain an
oqual right to this earth. There is no other way that the
whols people in a community can deal justly with one
anotner. In this way land values become public property,
and the land private possession for individuals whosoever
want to use it.

- It must not be supposed that 'bhe progress of the Single
Tax movement in Milk River has been all clear sailing.
On the contrary, the story of the Single Tax here is the
higtory of a relentless struggle, we have faced and still face
the most bitter opposition. In so far as landowners resi-
dent in the Village are concerned, this opposition has o a
great extent disappeared, but there is abundant -evidence
that large vested interests throughout the Province are
very much opposed t0 what they are pleased o call our
policy of confiscation of lsnd. Successive Provineial
Governments, too, have clearly indieated their lack of
synipathy toward our policy. Some years ago the Canadian
Pacific Railway Compa.ny, then the owners of practically
all unimproved land in the V]]la,ge, engaged us in litipation
in conneection with our policy of ** confizcation,” fortunately,
however, we were able to successfully defend our policy.
During the year 1927 the Provincial Legislature enacted
legislation compelling Villages to assess mmprovements at
two-thirds of their actual value and to levy on that assess-

use of business premises, because they are able to secure : ment at the same rate as the levy on land values. This
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legislation, of course, completely wpset our policy of Taismg
revente exclusively from land values, Alone and unaided
this Village fought for an amendment to the legislation,
permitting Villages to decide for themselves whether or not
improvements would be assessed and taxes, and after fwo
years of unremitting effort the Village succeeded in securing
the enactment of the desired amendient and promptly
returned to the policy of raising all revenue from a tax on
land values exclusive of improvemen
During the two-year period just referred to, land values
in the Village rose rapidly and practically all unimproved
land wus acquired by a few speoulators, who hoped te make
& handsome profit from the normal growth of the Village
and the resultant demand for land. But with the returmn
to Single Tax following the enactment of Provincial Legis-
Iation again permitiing the Village to exermnpt improve-
ments, their hopes vanished and they were compelled”to
allow their holdings to revert to the Village. As before
stated, the loss in revenuc from those unimproved lands is
insignificant when compared to the advantages which are
to be derived by the whole people from the mmereased
accessibility to land for- business purposes and home
building. e
1In eonclasion, it may be pointed out that the Village is
in sound finaricial condition, having no indebtodness what-
ever, and carrying over at the end of sach fiscal year a
sirplus of approximately the amount of the current yeai's
tax levy. Public iinprovements and services compare quite
fivourably with those of any Village of its approximate size
in the Province, and, because of the general absence of
speculative holding of land, the development of the Village
has been orderly and compact which makes for econémy
and efficieney in the earrying out of public improvements.
(This paper was read at the International Conferenece,
London, 1936.) o

Open Letter to Finance Minister

During the closing days of last session at Ottawa the
Single Tax Association of Canada (Mr J. H. L. Patterson,
president), sent an open letter to the THon. Charles A.
Dunning urging the repeal of the Sales Tax and advocating
Land Value Taxation instead. The Ietter was mailed to
all Semators and Members., It mentioned that the federal
government budgeted for an income of 80 million dollars
from the Sales Tax, and when this enters into costs, even
at the moderate mark-up of 20 per cent, it will take
96 milljons from the taxpayers in order to put 80
millions " in  the treasury. The letter ostiruated the
approximate land valae assessment for all of Canada at
$4,600,000,000. A tax cn that swm at 2 per cent. would
yield $92,000,000. 1t was suggested that the already
existing unicipal machinery of assessment and collection
be used to collect this Land Value Tax, and that the
municipalities should be remunerated for this service at
3 per cent of the amount collected, which would help out
municipal finances as well. The letter was educatioral
propaganda for a future federal budget, and it is hoped
that follow-up work along this line will be done befdre
another federal budget is brought down. B

Tax Arrears and Tax Defaulters in
- British Columbia

Mr Alexander Hamilton, resident i Vietoria, B.C.,
writes :—

“ The area of Victoria is 7} square miles. On an average
there are about five lots to an acré. The number of lots that
have reverted to the municipality for non-payment of the
taxos (assessed on land values) is at present about 5,000. The
owner of a lot has a specified time to redeem his property
after it hasreverted to the city or has been sold for back taxes
But of late there has been little in the way of rederuptions
and the number of reverted lots is steadily inereasing.
In boom days, money waé borrowed to grade, pave, wire
and pipe practically the whole area whereas less than a
third of it was built upon. Taxation was high but prices
agked were higher. Newcomers were coaxed and wheedled
o mmvesting in vacant lots being assured of high prices
and in truth many did sell at a big increase, Others however

hung on for 40 or more years and at last quit paying taxes
and the lots reverted to the city. The Aldermen are
mostly  realtors * as they are called here, or at least have
had their business training in real estate offices. The
problem for them is how o get the lots back on the tax-list
without redueing the selling value of the adjoining lots.
Of course, natural law has beaten them although they can’t
realize 6. We keep hammering at them to leage the lots
and get the little that they can at present ; and, on the
retrn of prosperity, the city will ‘get the whole rental
vilue no matter how high it may soar. But that doesn’t
suit their pmrpose. They are out for commissions on sales
and speculators’ profits.  They are compelled to keep the
asssasment higher than the real value in order to raise
enough revenue to pay interest on their high bonded debt.

“ As for the Province, a statement was issued from the
parlinment buildings some time ago that for sixty years
only one pre-emption of land in every four (160 acres
each) had held good, three out of every four had fallen to
the (Governmient.  Speculators bought up more than six
million acres of agricultural land some years ago and two
millions of that reverted for non-payment of taxes. We
have, according to experts, 21 to 22 millionn acres of such
land in the Provinee but less than half & million has been
seratched by a plough.”™

fSubject to the faet that the methods in Western Canada,
for compelling payment of the land value tax or of resuming
the layd on behalf of the comununity if taxes go inio arrear,
could be improved or made less dilatory, it is clear that
the land value tax has done much to break up the land
monopoly in that part of the world. But if the British
systera of rating and taxation were in force over there,
under which vacant land, no matter how valuable, is
completely exemnpt from taxation, the land speculators
need never disgorge but eould permanently hold the land
against the newcomer. Waestern Canada provides eloquent
tostimnony . to  what land wvalue taxation, properly
administered, can do to smash artificial prices and release
the people from the stranglehold of the land monopoly—
Epmor Land & Liberty.]

UNITED STATES
Henry George Congress

The Eleventh Annual Henry George Congress was held
at the Netherlands Plaza Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the
three days, 12th to 14th November, under the Chairmanship
of Rabbi Michae! Aaronsobn of Cincinnati. Nine gessions
covered a variety of subjects : Educational Programme—
The Henry George School of Social Seience ; The Single
Tax, the Simple and Sovereign Remedy ; Practicdal Peda-
gogy ; The Practical Application of the Principles of Henry
George ; World Peace and Economic Freedom ; Organiza-
tion ; Legislative Progress and Plans. Leaders in this
programme came from New York, Pennsylvania, Ilinois,
Ohio, Virginia and Moline. At the dinmer concluding the
Congress, Mr K. F. Alexander acted as toastmaster, and
the speakers were Hon. Marvin €. Harrison, Mrs Annsa
George de Mille, Hon. Peter Witt and the Rev. Herbert
5. Bigelow.

CHARLES O'CONNOR HENNESSY

The Congress honoured a great memory in the following
Resolation : ' We note with profound sorrow the passing
of Charles O’Connor Henmessy. Tor over 50 years in the
intervals of an active life as Editor, Banker and Momber of
the New Jersey Legislature he found time to deveote to the
cause he had espoused in the carly “eighties.  In the depar-
ture of this devoted spivit we recognise how great is our
Ioss, To the very last his resomant voice rang with a
message to the world from the London International
Confersnee for Land Valne Taxation and Free Trade. To
his surviving son, Frank Hancock Hennessy, and the more
distant relatives of the family, the Hemry George Congress
offers its most sincers condolence.”

A meinorial meeting for Mr Hennessy is being held on
11th December at the headquarters of the Henry George
Behool of Bocial Seienes, 211 W, 79th Street, New York City.

(Many lottors in addition to those printed last month
have. been received at Land & Liberty offices, particularly
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from the U.8.A. and other countries overseas, testifying to
the respect and affection in which Mr Hennessy was held,
and paying tribute to his eminent services to the Henry
George cause. (ur correspondents are asked kindly to
regard this acknowledgroent as applying to each and all,
and with our gratitude.})

Henry George School of Social Science,
New York

The * School Supplement ™ of the Henry George News
Service, November 4th (211 'W. 79th Street, New York),
reports that new extension classes have been started this
fall in 38 cities in the U.S8.A., making now 100 where classes
are conducted. Since the founding of the School in
September, 1933, the total enrolment of students has becn
5,067 students in 256 classes. There are now 173 instructors
on the teaching staff of the School, all giving voluntery
service. As Mr O. K. Dorn, acting director, says: “ The
reward that each teacher of Progress and Poverty gets is
the satisfaction of having taught the principles which,
when understood by alarger part of the people will assuredly
bring order and economie freedomn out of the present chaos
and economic servitude.” Some items from teachers’
records are : Julian P. Hickoh of Philadelphia started his
first class in February, 1935, and his tenth ih October
1936 ; he has taken 92 students through eight classes.
V. D. Allen, Cleveland, 97 students through six classes.
C. P. Berndt, Pittsburgh, 125 through five classes. R. C.
Bowers; Pittsburgh, 121 through five classes. H. L. T.
Tideman, Chicago, is now teaching his sixth and seventh
classes. R. E. Howe, Pittsburgh, is on his eighth. L. T.
Recker, New York, M. Welty, Chicago, and N. D. Alper,
San Francisco, tie with six classes each.

The Land Question in Arizona

' Mr Andrew P. Canning, of Chicago, in & letter to Land &
Liberty writes :— '

“ T wag muech interested in the article on page 35 of the
March issue of Land & Liberty, headed ° In the Sahara,” and
used it in my talks while in Arizona. Speaking before the-
Real Estate Board, Masonic Club, Rotarians, ete., it was
not difficult to show how land monopoly had driven men to
the desert places of the earth in search of a place where
 they could earn a living. Forty years ago the Apache
Indians were scalping white pioneers out in Arizona where,
land monopoly had driven them. TFor many it was a
choice between the poverty entailed by landlordism in the
east or a chance of being scalped by Indians in the great
desert of the south-west-—and many chose the latter. The
monument in front of the Carmegie Library in Tueson is
inscribed, *To the memory of those picneers of Arizona
who have given their lives that we might live in peace and
unafraid in this sun-kissed border-land.’

* Thousands of tourists and health seekers go there every
winter from all the states, Canada, and even from your
gide of the water, to enjoy the sunshine or to be cursd of
‘T.B.’, asthma, sinus, and other ailments. They have an
interesting population in Tueson of forty to one hundred
thousand—Mexicans, Indians, Americans and Scots. The
latter are said also to make good citizens, if you catch them
young.

“T found even there, conclusive evidence of how far the
wave of land speculation rose in 1928. I was offered a
business lot—-66 feet by 100 feet—about a mile from the
hot spot of business, for $3,000.00. This same lot sold
in 1928 for $21,500.00. With facts like these, and other
horrible examples like the ninety-nine year lease made in
1748 for £28 per annum and renewed in 1847 for $30,000.00
a year {this I copied from Lend & Liberty), I think ¥ was
able to prove to some before whom I spoke what it was
that cansed our cyclical depressiops.”

With deep regret we have learned of the deaths of Samuel
Danziger, 8. Tideman, formerly of Fick, Moline, and
Willie Malone, of St. Louis, Mo. All were earnest and
devoted Henry George adherents. To the bereaved
families we convey. our sincere sympathies. Samuel

LIBERTY 197

Danziger’s name was & household word among the readers
of Louie F. Post’s weekly journal The Public. His services
to the movement then, and sinee, give him an undying
farne in the grateful hearts of all his co-workers. Mr. 8,
Tideman had the joy of sceing many ardent followers
among his own relatives. }o was born in Sweden, 1852,
and came to America in IB32.

AUSTRALIA
Mr E. J. Craigie’s Work

Valuable contributions -to the debates in the South
Australian Parliament have been made by Mr E. J. Craigie,
u.p., some of which have been reprinted as separate
pampblets from the official report. He points out that
State and Federal Taxation took 28 per cent of the wealth
produced, the production of wealth per head of population
being £48 14s. and State and Commonwealth taxation
£13 18s. 7d. The People’s Advocate, analysing the Federal
Budget, shows that £43,100,000 is to be derived irom
engtorns and excige duties, and £8,000,000 from sales tax.
Thus of a total revenue of £61,650,000 no less than 83 per
cent is to be taken from these two forms of indirect taxation.
My Craigie, in one of his speeches, Indicates the consequences
of this to the farmer. He estiinates that a farmer cultiva-
ting 1,000 acres of land requires £1,000 worth of plant.
The . Canadian farmer can purchase the same quantity of
plant for £450. Caloulating interest and depreciation
charges on the additional expenditure of the Australian
farmer he finds that it is equal to 7d. a bushel of wheat
produced. Ancther interestmg fact mentioned by the
People’s Advoeate is that out of 3,155,000 bread-winners in
Australia two and a half millions received less than £3 a
weok, and owing to the tariff have to pay extremely high
prices for everything they buy. Although land value
rating has roade great progress, especially in New South
Wales and Queensland, its effects have been counteracted
by & high tariff and other unwise economie policies.

It is anmounced that Mr J, M. Atkinson, secretary of the
Heniy George League of Vicioria, is to stand at the forth-
coming Federal elections in opposition to Col. White,
Mirister for Trade and Customs. This is 8 contest which
will évoke widespread interest, and we wish Mr Atkmson
suecess in it. ’

Henry George Foundation

We havoe received the informing and encouraging half-
yearly reports of the Literature and Publicity Committee
(A. L. Gibson, Chairman; P. J. Markham, Secretary)
of the Australian Henry George Foundation. These
ars dated 29th May and 11th September.

During the year ended 31st March the Foundation had
distributed 966 books by Henry George, 3,180 Henry George
addresses and 637  other pamphlets. The books were
obtained from the Foundation m Great Britain and also
some of the pamphlets, but the Henry George addresses
(83,000 copies published) were Australian editions, and so
also such pamphlets as the Lobour Question, the Dictator
Lismoerat and Melbourne Land Valies.

An Essay Competition. in Senior and Junior sections
wag undertaken. To seniors one prize of £20, two prizes of
£10, three of £5 and one of £4 were awarded. To juniors
one prize of £8 and three of £4. The total number of
entries had been 34, and although this is low the competi-
tion, besides its advertising value, provoked considerable
eorrespondence that is being followed up. .

The reports refer with cnthusiasm to the material
received from America relating to the Henry George School
of Social Science, and they speak for the organising of
ceonomic classes or study circles throughout Australia.
“The question, they say, of publishing an Australian-edition
of the * Teacher’s Manual  arises, and as to this class-
work .in general the reports remark : “ In this country the
Foundation is the logical centre for the inspiration of such
cducational work., By furnishing the necessary equipment
and keeping all essential data and records, the Foundation
could render invaluable service, and we therefore urge
the Trustees to approve the inauguration of some such
movement as soon as details can be completed.”

e
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF LAND

. YALUES, LTD., 94 Pelty France, London, 3.W.1. A. W.

¢7  Tdadsen, Secretary ; F. €. R. Douglas, Assistant Seerefary ;
W. B. Lester and C. B. Crompton, Hon, Treasnrers. (Tele-
phone : Whitehall 6008. Telegrams: “ Ealav, Sowest,
London.’) i

The sixth edition of the penny pamphlet, Citizs Held to Ransom,
maling 55,000 the total published to «¢ate, is now issued.
Already there are a number of large orders including one from
a Committee member who is using it among other things in
his own industrious postal appro to members of local authori-
ties in a county by county canvas, as busily as he can address
envelopes from available directories. ’

- This month the fifth impression of Mr john B. Sharpe's
New Political Economy will be printed.  An order from Australia
for 1,000 copies exhausted the previous edition.

Preparations are going ahead for the publication of the new
Manual for Teachers and of the new edition of A Perpleved
Philosopher by Henry George, as announced last month. Many
readers will be gratified to know that the Henry George Founda-
tion is about to publish 4 Great Iniguity, by Leo Tolstol. This
is a pamphlet much in demand and for a long time it has been
unobtainable. )

Leoding article in last month’s Land & Liberly was circulated
through our Press Burcau to some 200 newspapers. It was
printed in the full text and well displayed in the Co-operative
News, 2Z8th November. Hemry George Foundation advertise-
ments are to appear in the Listensr, Znd December, and the
Co-operative News, 5th December,

. Interesting correspondence has taken place in sonpection with
the *“ housing problem in Dublin ** where a * Citizens” Housing
Council® has been formed to draw op a programme. Literaturs
sent from our office included the Report of the 1.C.C. on the
Rating of Site Values and the whole matter of land values may
be taken up at a special meeting.
~ The Bristo] I’arliamentary Debating Society, where the Labonr
Party is © in office,”” will on §th December debate a Bill for the
Tagation of Land Values. Copies of draft Bill which have
been prepared for just such purposes, and pamphlets, leaflets
and “notes for speakers”’ were sent for the use of these parlia-
mentarians, Mr A, W. Madsen has been invited te attend
and take part -

The Committee has appointed Mr Wilfrid Harrison as &
Governor ¢f the Henry George School of Social Science.

We have been asked for a suitable form of words for making
any bequest in favour of the Committee. In view of the interest
that this may have for others we give again the Form of Bequest :
1 bequeath (free of duty) to the United Committee for the
Taxation of Land Values, Limifed, the sum of £
and I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer or Treasurers
for the time being of that Company shall be a sufficient discharge
to my Trustees, who shali not be concerned to see the application
of such legacy.” The Committee was incorporated in 1929 as
Company limited by guarantce, not having a share capital
and not for profit, and as such is in a position to admimster
trusts. As onr readers are aware it is the {rustee of the Henry
George Foundation of Great Britain.

ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
First Floor, 94 Peity France, Westminster, London, 8.W 1.
(Phone : Whitehall 3831.} :

1st Dec.—Hackney Labour League of Youth, 12 Southwold
Road, E.5: A. C. Blackburn, * Economic Cansos
of War.”” 8.30 p.m.

,» —Leyton Women'’s Co-operative Guild, 70 Grange
Fark Road, Leyton: A. C. Blackburn, * The
Burden of the Rates.”” 2.30 p.m.

,» —Fulham Women’s Co-cperative Guild, Co-operative
-Hall, 245 Dawes Road, Fulham : A. C. Blackburn,
** The Burden of the Rates.” )

., —Becontree Women’s Co-operative Guild, Becontres
Avenue © A, C. Blackbum,
Teace at Home and Abread.” 2.30 p.m.

In additien to the meetings announced last month, the Presi-
dent of the League addressed a mecting at Weedon, Bucks, ont
ard Nevember ; H. (. Chancellor, Aduké B¢hool, Finchley, on
the 22nd; and Andrew Mack
Trinity Church, Foplar, on the 24th.

The Coraumittee of ithe Falmouth Registersd Ratepayers’
Association at its last meeting had a long debate on Rating of
Tand Values and expressed themselves in favour of its adoption.

3rd

9th

10th

“ Bow to Promote |

aren, 1.5, a study circle at |

A vety hopeful proceeding which it is 0 be hoped other similar !

Associations will follow.
In view of the renewsd intercst in the hard case of
tressed Arcas,” re of Land & Liberty are reminded that
A T . " bt 3ho  TNadctvoccenid

the “ Dis-

treas ATE still available. (Price 3d.: reduced price for
quants g{ef:'l‘uue,s latest leaflet, Feace : at Home and Abroad, has

The L nly welcomed by members of the League, a number of
heets \s‘-a’fzg hpplied for copies for distribution. It has been sent
‘“‘:mﬂﬂnﬁc) t-}{c]é‘ of the League to many known advocates of Peace.
from m“'." nl;i }'?ox a member of the Execuntive of the Lcague,

Mr i,r:l leoto 4’ one of the Governors of the Henry George
]M: (Elei:f Gooial Science. Three other members of the Executive
ez A ILEL e

have conducted classes in London under the aunspices of the
have COT d :

school. .
;;;TTISH LEAGUE : é}%iﬂiam Reid, Sscretary, 9 Woodside
STOW. e
- G‘esfgﬂz’miﬁggrs addressed the Freedom Club in November,
" o 0&11.5 MacDonald lectured on ** The Popular Front™ on
f_\i[r DOU:-; ZSrd Wovember, and Mr H. G. Rae spoke on ™ Yonth's
Fuaesday, i’em:.w > on 10th November. Captain A. R. McDougal
Quest forth.c”‘founrf Tiberals’ Autumn Conference on 31st October
spoke to 12¢ 1O ch-hour meeting in the Liberal Club, Glasgow,
and ;151(111 + 16th November. Mr John Peter, m.a., had a
on Wed .jetin“ “with the YVoung Liberals at Alloa, and there is a
good ﬂ,l*: o ; Social Science School being opened in that town.
FOSPEst e Schoal of Social Science has had three meetings, on
A (’iﬁ’{? ind 19th November, but we have not yet secured a
5th, 120 Jper of new students. Many of those who have attended
goo_d‘ ﬁuﬁl svstematizing their grip of the Henry George Philospphy
have be omics. A second class opened for ladies on Friday,
and Econdils ‘hen there was an attendance of about one

19th Noi;;11});¥{nwwﬂson is conducting that particular class.
dozen. s other Scottish classes in prospect, but there is a lot
There &X¢ ork to be done, and we are asking the help of all
of SP{‘Z € We are ready to accommodate new students at any
gﬁgtbv special tanition. Otto O o
e lecturing work -of Mr o Ommer, M.A., has once more
to be acinowledged- He is kept very busy. ;
e NEWSpaper correspondence we note: letters to the
AfOWD Boening News and Glasgow Evening Times by Mr A. T.
%ﬁégg’nd to the'"]ggﬂshill Speaker by Mr John Cameron,Coatbridge.
s

LEAGUE : Walter T. Sirrell, Hon. Secretary, 110
ad, Cardiff. )
Gogﬁggio&ﬁes, who is making a good recovery from
Mx o5, is willing to act as a Governor of the Henry George
S llhlm  Social Science, and we have no doubt the members
School Eeaﬂue will be unanimoss in zlecting him to the post. =
of the('w B ey, the Chairman of the Cardiff Young Liberal
e aﬁicipatés that a large number of studenis will attend
I]fd‘i‘;‘{m’a of study of Progress and Poverly to be inaugarated
fnethﬁ near future.
AIRE ANDNORTHERN LEAGUE : F. Skirrow, Seczetary.
yoﬂgfnﬁem o iigings, 129 Skipton Boad, Keighley.
‘ have been addressed as follows: 27th Qctober,

ng{:ﬁ?— Middleton {Leedsj W.C.G.; A W, Dakers, Ashiagton
LS Qﬂ; November, . V. Olver, Lodge Lane (Leeds) W.C.G;

WO

foth November, Carton Hill (Leeds) W.C.G.; the Scoretary and

- 4 Tassen, The Shipley Trades & Labour Council; 12th
. & per, the Secrefary, Joint Meeting of the Batley Co-op.
R loth Nevember, ¥. V. Olver, Armley FLodge Road
(ﬂ“]d}: CwW.C.Ga 18t Wovember, Howard Binns, Ingrow W.C.G;
Leedy r(—\;n!.:mr’ C. H. Smithson, The Men’s Fellowship, Waterloo,
1068 ‘]\{?Tfik’ld' ‘ageh November, P. V. Olver, Town Street,
Hudelers W.C.0.; the Secretary and E. A. Lassen, a public
;\rmlfl};; m«}anizéd by the Education Committee, Barrow-in-
?‘b‘rf;iii‘: (70?{)13{?1‘2L1‘;i?8 Goiety : also {end of October) a meeting
ol H ey
at Thoraaby. -
{etiers have appe..l.r
o H gmithson, }{:‘iicr U
tn November, E. 'A. I{:{.z: on
iary, letter in YVorks OF

«d in the Press as follows : {(2nd November,
in the Halifax Courier and Guardian ;
letter in Keighley News ; the
- ; 21st Novembeér, E. A. Lassen,
Keighley 28th November, Young Student
Bimns) in Yorks Observer § 31st November, E. A, Lassen
wrd Pinns in Keighley News.
tly published 5,000 leaflets, The Religion of
] . teavge, by Joha Archer, is in the hands of the printer
Henty 1 be fssued eatly in December.
and “L . M. Smithson attended the inangural meeting of cur
Mo Georze Social Scienee Class. My Smithson has also
,‘i'u?n_r)}-i 1 (ji:" in Halifax (good teport in the Daily Examiner,
b m{"{\"(;\-em o). He writes: " T am thoronghly enjoying this
2 thv : I have two or three economic classes looming ahead
work. pe imitial classes get started. T am planning to have at
when {hree circles running concurrently after Christmas which
leflflitkpc‘) me ocoupied three nights a week and I think two others
“_%1 tdl a * School 7 in hand.” ‘
will 1 X Governor of the Henry George School the League has
ap-;jh;tea Tt President, Mr Ashley Mitchefl.

letter D
Howard
p Howait
‘m%-e have Tecen
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MANCHESTER LEAGUE : Arthor H. Weller, J.7., Secretary,
69 Piocadilly, Manchestes, 1. ("Phone : Central 3527.)

Meetings have been addressed by the Leasue’s speakers os
follows : Chorley Wemen's Co-operative Guild, A. H. Weller ;
Queen’s Park ParBament, . J. J. Owen; Tailsworth W.C.G,
E. M. Ginders; Lymm Labour Party, A H. Weller ; Glodwick
W.C.G., Mrs Catterall; Abbey Ifey (Manchester) W.CG,
A, H. Weller; Clayton W.C.G., BE. M Ginders ;  Trowning
Street (Manchester) W.C.G., b, J. J. Owen ; Blackburn Soc
of Friends, 2. J. J. Owen.

Addresses given by the Secretary in Chester, Smithy Bridge,
Middleton, Nelson, Bolion, Denton, Chorley and Lymm were
well reported in the local newspapers, occupying from a half fo
a full columa.

In the recent municipal elections in Manchester, thirfeen
candidates—Liberal, Labour and Conservative—replied favour-
ably to the League's questionnaire on the rating of land values.
Two of these, Labour candidates, were also in favour of a
municipal income tax.

At the time of writing, six of the ten weekly meetings of the
Henry George School of Social Science have been held in the
Milton Hall, Deansgate, Manchester, under the leadership of
Mr D. J. J. Owen. It is hoped to form another Class to com-
mence affer Christmas, and readers of Land & Liberty who
reside in or near Manchester and would like to join are invited
to write to Mr A. F. Weller, 6% Piccadilly, Manchester, 1.
Mr . M. Ginders has been appointed by the League as a
Governor of the school. :

MIDLAND LEAGUE: Chapman Wright, Hon. Seevefary,
20 Cannon Street, Birmingham, :

WMembers congratulate heartily Mr G. T. Sawyer on his return
to the Birmingham City Council, representing the Duddeston
and Nechell’'s Ward. Councillor Sawyer had a triumphant
majority of 1,181, Needless to say the land values question
will be well ventilated by him during the next three years as
this zealons advocate knows how to use every good opportunity.

As 2 Governor of the Henry George School of Social Science,
the League has appointed Mr Chapman Wright.

BRISTOL LEAGUE : J. A. Hwiley, Hon. Secretary, 14 Queen’s
Boad, Enowle, Bristol 4.

The League members have been very active during the past
“month. Our weekly meetings at 5, Eastfield Road, have been
extremely well attended, and we have enrolted several new
members. A weekly system of collecting members subscripticns
has been inaugurated with the resalt that the financial position
of the Teague bas been greatly improved.

At the last meeting final arrangements were made for the big
public mecting to be held at the Gaiety Cinema, Knowle, on
99th Nevember, under the chairmanship of the Rev. Pointon Dale.
The address on Peace wilt be given by our President, Mr E. §.
Brierley. ’

The Fresident has addressed several local organizations and
has bookings for many more during the coming winter season.
This activity is instanced by the engagements duxing the last
week i1 November: the Economic Class on Monday, Cloud’s
Hill Women’s Co-operative Guild on Tuesday ; Shirehampion
and Avonmouth combined W.C.G. on Wednesday ; Whitehall
W.C.G. {aiternoon) and the Co-operative Fellowship (evening)
on Thuarsday ; Toc H. on Friday ; and the Peace Demonstraticn
on Sunday.

Mr E. J. Brierley has been appoinied by the Leoague as a
Governor of the Henry George School of Social Science.

PORTSHMOUTH LEAGUE: A. H. Sfoakes, Hon. Secretary,
110 Baffing Road, Portsmouth.

On 11th November, Mr H. Thirsk addressed a public meeting
in the Wesley Central Hall on “* Land Nationalization or Land
Value Taxation ” which had a good report in the Evening News.
Communism, he said, would confiscate the land and vest its
conirol in state apartments; but the reaction against this
objectionable course would result in dictatorship, under which
the condition of the workers would be worse than before. Another
scheme was to nationalize the land by purchase, payment being
made by interest-bearing bonds at a fixed rate. This would
enable future increments in land values to accrue to the public,
but would confirm the landed inferest in its claim to existing
values, and the public would pay in interest whatithad previously
paid in tents. The most effective method was land value taxa-
tion making it unprofitable to withhold land from use. With
the revenue derived from such a tax, the present burdens on

industry could be reduced, thus encouraging the development of

land, sfimulating indusiry and affording employment. On 12th
November, Mr McGuigan had an informing letter in the News
on “mere matters of finance.”

Mr W. R. Lester has been appointed by the League as &
Governor of the Henry George School of Social Science.

CLITHARCE HEYRY GHEORGE GROUP: Johm L Hamilton,

Hon. Seeretary, © Wavsrley,”® Brangerley Avenus, Clitheros.
eliminaties, prior Lo starting
the Henry George Schog ience, it was decided fo
make a start eatly in the New % in erder to avoid aay break
in the course. Anyone interested, and wanting further particulars,
will receive same on request from the secretary.

#Irs Summer, of Sabden, has had a letter printed in fhe
Nosthern Daily Telegraph, and is now cartying on a discussion
in the editor’s column of the local Aduvertiser.

The secretary has addresssd two msetings, the first being
given to the Men’s Class of the Congregational Charch, and the
tiher to the Waterloo Wesleyan Guild. Both meetings were well
attended and resulted in much useful discussion.

At a mesting, to di

HIGHLAND LEAGUE: I. Mackensie, Hon. Secretary, The

Arcade, Inverness.

Councillor George Mackenzie, President of the League, has
again been elected to serve in the Town Council for a further
period, with a large majority.

The secretary received some letters from crofiers in Western
Itpss who are determined to fight against the “ cruel assess-
ment ** imposed upon them in Dingwall Court last September,
The ©Committee were composed of wealthy farmers and
proprietors *” one crofter wrote. Another wrote : “ The copy of
Tand & Liberty you sent me has gone the round of all the
crofters concerned and it has been decided to hold a public
meeting to discuss taking steps, amd solicit the help of all
interested.” Another letter stated: ** We need the Highland
Land League again.”

CARLISLE

At a meeting of parish representatives of the Border District
and Wigton Rural District called to discuss the incidence of local
rating, in the Trades Hall, 31st October, the Rev. E.T. Shepherd,
of Brampton, was the chief speaker. He said that subsidies
whether direct or indirect as in the absolute de-rating of all
agricuttural land and buildings worked for the benefit of the
landlord.

 WISE MEN WEAR A
“LITESOME” BELT

A definite advance upon
the old suspensory bandages

Doctors agree that the vital organs of man need adequale
support and protection from strain as he reaches maturity.
The “Litesome” Body Belt and Supporter gives this
protection as no other article can. It is an excellent
safeguard against rupture and varicocele, and imparts a
new comfort and braced-up feeling.

No less than three thousand doctors have testified to the
merits of the * Litesome ™ Belt, which is wom by men
in all parts of the world.

It is adjustable and outlasts six suspensory bandages;
unlike these out-of-date articles, which are quickly
destroyed by washing, it is specially made to be washable
and unshrinkable.

Beautifully made of wovern materials of featherweight
softness and lightness.

In 2 sizes: 28 in. to 34 in. waist and 34 in. to
40 in. waist.

Obtainable at all- Boots’ Branches,
Taylors Drug Co., Harrods, Timothy

PRICE
White’s, Gamages, Spores Cutfitters,
Cheémists, etc., o, if any difficulty, pest

free from makers, in plain package. 4/6

Ovwerseas Customers 5[« post free.
E’

‘LITESO

‘BODY BELT & SUPPORTER

FRED HURTLEY, LTD.,
Hosiery Manufacturers, Keighley. Yorks.
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- NEW ZEALAND

The new rates of land tax established by the Budget
of the Labour Government are contained in the Land
and Income Tax (Annual} Act, 1936, passed on 6th October.
Where total unimproved value of the land held by any
owner does not exceed £1,500 he is allowed a deduction
of £500. For every £2 in excess of £1,500 the exemption
is diminighed by £1, so that if the total unimproved value
amounts to £2,500 or more no deduction iz allowed. (If

the land is mortgaged there may be allowed as an alternative

not an additional deduction, the capital value of the mort.
gages, subject to the proviso that the maximum deduetion
allowable on account of mortgagss is £7.500 if the total
unitnproved value of the land does not exeeed £7,500
and if the unimproved value exceeds that sum the maximum
sanount which may be deducted on account of mortgages is
dininished by £1 for each £1 of exeess unimproved value.
Thus the mortgage exemption disappears when the total
unimnproved value reaches £15,000.) The rate of tax
pavable iz calculated on the balance left after making such
of these deductions as may be applicable, and is at the
rate of 1d. for each £1 of taxable value up to £5,000. Above
£5,000 of taxable value the rate of tax is increased by
1/8,000d. for each £1 in excess of £5,000 until a maximum
rats of 6d. is reached at £45,000 of taxable value.

In the case of unimproved land, which is defined as land
wutside a borough the improvements on which do not
amount to £1 an acre or one-third of the unimproved value,
whichever is the less, the owner is not enfitled to the
deductions or exemptions mentioned and if he has been
owner for three years or more is liable to pay 50 per cent
higher tax.

Tn the case of absentee owners, i.¢. those who have not
resided in New Zealand for half of the preceding period
of 4 years, or since the land was bought if that was less
than 4 vears, the rate of tax is increased by 50 per ceut
of what he would otherwise pay.

The alteration made by this year’s act was the reintro-
duction of the graduated tax in the case of persons holding
fand whose total taxabie value execeds £5,000. A graduated
tax had been in operation prior to 1931 for some 15 years.
The revenue anticipated from the laud tax at the new
rages is £1,300,000 or sbout three times theprevious amouns.
The revenue derived from this source will be a little under
5 por cent of the total rovenue.

It moay be well to add that, although it is a good thing
to sce more revenue heing obtained {rom land values, the
method adopted in New Zealand is open to considerable
¢riticisn, ¥t mnegatives the fundamental prineiple that
land value is a public value which the community i«
entitled to take for public uses without exemgption or
digerimination of any kind. The method of graduation
prevents the tax from being as effective as it might be in
restraining land speculation, for it is parcels of land within
the range of values that are within the competence of tho
poorer sections of society that are exempted, and of which
the price is consequently kept up. Moreover, there is an
underlying assumption that land value taxation is not
advantageous to the poor man, and that it must be presented
as a ““ sock the rich » proposal. This is entively mistaken ;
no one will gain so much by the abolition of other taxes
and their substitution by a land value tax as the poorer
citizens, even if they happen to own a little land. Tt is
much to be hoped that the New Zealand Government will
deal with these anomalies and make the tax much mere
simple and effective,

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE :

227 Sentinel House, Southampton Row, London, W.C.1,
{Holborn 9200, ext. 227).

Six new clagses have begun work and still more are in
aclive ipreparatory stages. The response from final
gesgions g encouraging : students are enrolling for * Tators’
Classes ” and for a supplementary course on ** Protection
and Free Trade” and *‘ Seience of Political Teonomy.”

Henry George organisations bave been invited to elect
Ciovernors to hold office until December, 1937 : full list
snd report of the first meeting will be issued next month.

R
16 inch 43/-
14 inch 39/-

COMPLETE WITH
MAN-GLING BOARD

THE new ACME Maode! 50, buill
of rustproofed blue enamelled
steel, ia the one wringer for every
tome; it can be rigidly fixed fto
either tub, mable, sink or bath, and
put away on a shelf afier use.

And what 3 wonderful wringer it is. Everything from
baby’s bib to a blanket comes through the pure rubber
rollers so much easier, quicker and drier, and infinitely
cleanier, too, because all the clinging particles of dirt
that rinsing cannot dislodge are removed by the strong,
elastic pressure of the extra thick rollers.

Furthermore, the ACME saves purposeless labour. It
prevents splashing and does not break buttons or
fasteners. Choose an ACME; it carries a ten years free
replacement guarantee and will last a lifetime,

IREE CHOICE OF FIXTURES—to fix the
ACME on ecither tub, table, sink or bath.
Packed with the wringer afe the signdard tub and table clamps
which have made the ACME famous as a porteble wringer.

Should these standard clemps be unsuitsble, you have free choice
from seven alternative fixtures, any one of which your Retailer will
suppiy free of charge in exchange for the unused standard clamps.

ENTIRELY BRITISH MADE BY

ACME WRINGERS LTD.
DAVID STREET, GLASGOW, S.E.
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