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Not to the Landlord and N¥ot to fhe Tenant.—We

report

18th Novernher.
by a side door,

field. The opening
which tr

as it were, and took possession of the
was given through the clauges

name of goodwill. The feamers of the Bill bad found
it inpossible to define © goodwill.”. - The only practical
thing to do was to sppc’n‘x what “ goodwill ” did. not
inciude and when the Bill was in Committee last Hession
it became cloar that the value of land must be ruled

ont becauss, however it arose, it ‘was not attributable-

to the industry and energy of the tenant.. Mr MacLaren
prossed for a provigion in the Bill that would allow land
value to be idenlified, if even for the guidance of the
Tribunal that has to adjust maiters between the
parties concerned.

I the Report Stage the necessary words were added
and in the sentence that the Tribunal shall disregard
any value © which i attributalble exclusively to the
situation of the premises,”” Parliament has placed its
seal once for all on an affirmation that is pregnant of
weaning for the land value policy.

“ King Charles’ Head.””-The noteworthy feature of

the arguments used to justify the prevision was that.

no one had the audacity to claim that the value of land
was attribatable to anything the landiord did. On the
contrary, it was freely. recognized that land value is a
communit v product he iougm'f nob to any individual but
to the wmmmutv itself.

Sir Win. Jovnson-Hicks, the Minister in charge of
the Bill, saidl : “We tried very hard to keep ground values
out of the Committee stage upstairs, and . like King
Charles” head, it cropped up from time to time. There
is no more right for the increase whickh is due to the public
grovnd vulue 1o Gelong o the fenunt than to the landlord.”

The sentiment was still better pot by Mr J. J. Withers,
Conservative Member for Cambridge University :

“If this Amendment be not nserted that goodwill

elsewhere the informing debates on the Landlord
and Tenant Bill in the Houwse of Commons on 8th and-
The guestion of land values entered-

¥ to determins Vahdt the tenant is entitled to.
receive at the end of a lease from the landlord in the

will pass to the tesleant As a matter of fued,
belong 1o gither, i belongs to the communits
woor law which tales ;:mp:u’; away from one
whom il does nof be Iraw; mr,{f gives ii fo another
whom if does nol be im

These striking satons deserve cmphasis. Coming
ag they do from {Z‘Ois.‘:«:e;ﬁ:ﬁ vive benches in the House of
Commons and with Ministerial authority, they have not
heen made in vain,  They will assuredly be repsuted
en many o platform.

mpeakers on the Labour benches drove home the Jesson
one after ancther, an {)11%::;1;;111{2.1’11\;:_" contribution being
made by Mr Jd. Hudson, | 7y Hecretary to the
Traasury in the late chbmu tration, Vx}z.t;_, Vil
his colle sagues, made the most of the osension fo state
the case for land value taxation sodd plodge his Party
to that policy.

A Different Tribunal wanied,

i ffo( & zwr

g gin to

~Although the Bill is

puny thing and goes the wrong way bo rectify grievances,
it provoked an instructive diseussion by the greater

issues it raised. In what it actually proposes, it touches
but the fringe of the subjest. DBristhng with Liigicus
matter, it comunits tasks to a Tribunal that are as
perplemg ag they ape fotile. It deals oy with one
aspect -of the priv ﬁcm;‘a ihat landowners enjoy againgt
their fellow-men s‘lh{‘n acoegs to land or a continned
occupation is In question.  The landowner 18 to-day the
receiver of the remt of land and he is well protected in
his monopoly by the taxation that is throws entively on
industry.  As long as he van withheld land at will,
dictating his terms and escaning his obligations to the
community, rent and rates and faxos all mount mgeth( v
to make an intoleralde burden on the shouiders of the
working population. It is idle therefore for the tenant,
c.nwht in this net with his customers in the same p ?asjd-
to (omplam about the evils or the ex
hold system, as if where freshokd
had a hetter chance or a better yeward. The im.
cause of the trouble is that the ““land »
restricted because cwners of desirable sites
mand of the situation
into private po
and what belongs to She land-user can only be disoove el
by a valuation separating the value of Tand from the
improvements on the land, and when the former s
taken for the uses of the community and the latter are
exempied from tazalion, the oceupier under a leasehold
or any form of land tenure will be free to enjoy the
fruits of his enterprise.  What is wanted iz a Tribunal
to wet that effective machiney n mokion.

Mr Neville Chamberlain ag “TLand Tazer.”— The

admigsions of Conservative Members of Parliamaent s
10 the cause and nature of land value avs in their place.
A further witness from the same side Is called to submit
that the assessment and the tazaiion of and values

not at all an unworkable proposition.  Doubts about

¢
obiai

are 1 Gom-
and the value of land is deained
5. What belongs to the commumnity

10705
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both $heory and praclice begin o vanish.
[P
¥ii’

Nevide Chamberlain, the Minister of Health,
ve on 2nd Noveraber at the first meeting of the
nul Town Plaming Committee for Greater
vid that in the interests of town planning he
wn agricultural belb of Jand dividing Greater
sted to-day from the building expansions
of the future. The agricultural belt would partly
ist of parks and playmg fields or the grounds of
¢ Luildings such as hospitals. Bubt the land
ave to be * storilized ” and the question of
sompensaiion to the owners would at once be raised.
The remark that startled his heavers wag: * It would
he well 12 sece wheother the cost could not be o some exfent
mel by a sherc in the increased value of the adjoining
land.”

For the Benelit of Landowners.—We need not labour
the morably of the proposal to buy up the land around
the towns, which has an enormous value, being held in
apcenlation while ailowed to stand at only a pound or
two in the rie hooks and even se relieved of three-
cusrbers of the rates. Nor is tho reference to a
mere © inerement ' & matter for comment here. The
point 1o one will miss is that Mr Neville Chamberlain
i pre 1 in obiain-—for the benefit of landowners—
revenue from a sonrce and by a means that the com-
ity heretofors dated not touch nor use for the

e
i1
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Benelib of the public.  He 1s prepared to do something
thab his s have always conbended is both unjust
and popossible. In his CGeneral Election Manifesto

Mr Baldwin denommced Land Value Taxation as
gpoliasion,  When the Land Clauses of the 1909 Budget
wers repealed in 1920, Sir Austen Chamberlain, the
brother of #r Neville, spoke of the " fancy and hypo-
thetioal values ” and the “ metaphysical abstractions ”
on which men attempted to build a policy of taxation.
At & later date, in 1923, when the Valuation Department
was deorived of it power to get the particnlars of
transsotions in land, ho said to those who protested :
“ They think scms day upon these valuations they are
geing to found a system of a predatory kind.”

Mz Neville Chamberlain cries out in so many words,
“ enough of this foolery.” ILand Vaive Taxation is not

spolintion ; it is not based on fanciful abstractions ; it

is not predatory ; we can certainly make nse of these .

valuations. The policy is perfectly sound and rational.
Wao nced only the will to put it into operation, although
our aims be not the aims of others. :

A Hew View of the Case.—Thoe London Daily News
and the ~tar had useful leading articles on this new
tuan on the political stage. :

The Sigr, 4th November, chided the Minister of
ffpalth in these words . — :

He has completely reversed the idea of land tax-
aticn. Tle proposes that the commumity which
desires to have these belts of unbuilt-on agricultural
land. around it should pay the landowner the pros-
puctive building value of this land and levy part of
it a8 a tax on the built-on neighbouring land. In
other words, the landowner who to-day is holding
up land from building in order to get an exorbitant
price—and whose action in this respect at Morden
Iras recently been criticised by so moderate a politician
as Lord Asbfield, as chairman of the Underground—
will in future be paid for holding up this land because
ihe community wants it.

Acvording to the Daily News, 4th November :—

My Chamberlain has given & whimsical twist to the
land tax controversy. For a generation land taxes
have been attacked as highway robbery. A whole
Lbwary of mis-statement has grown up round the

unfairness of their ncidence and the catastrophic
results of their impogition.  Now it is discovered that
they might be levied 0 enrich the landlord, aud
the Conservative Minisier of Health pives them his
blessing. Truly the Congervative Farty does nob
change. Conservatives have devised a method by
which the nefariows schemes of the Radicals could be
diverted to the advantage of their supporters. 1% is
slso in Line with the Conzervative tradition that they
should take a gencration to think of it.

Nothing is likely to eome of the proposal. But much
will be heard of the implication 1t bears, that the case
against land value taxation as a pracical proposal—for
whose bepefit is another question—hag fallen to the

- ground on the testimony of most acceptable authority.

Landowners’ Antagordsm to Town Flanning.—The
Essex Weekly News of Z3nd Gcetober reports that ab
an inquiry into the application of the Owsett Rural
Council for approval of a iown planning scheme, the
discussion was wound up: by Mr G . Andrassy, acting
Clerk and Engineer and Smrveyor to the Orseth Council,
who said that most of the siguments finished with
antagonism against town planmag.

They had done everything they possibly could to
assist the landowners by having conferences and
meetings, but it all boiled down to exactly the same
thing—* We want to do as we like.” If the Council
were going to sit down to that, it meant that, the
whole principle of towr planning was a waste of time,
and the Council mighi as well leave it out altogether.

Orsett Hes on the north bank of the Thames near
Tilbury. The interests that made objection included
one landowner who was against ‘ restrictions being placed
on his property ”; and the Thames Land Company,
owners of some 1,650 acros in the district, who were
holding it for industrial purposes for which it had a
high value. They objecied o land being scheduled for
permanent allotments sud #o the proposed area for
housing. Orsett has evidensly to reckon with its land
gpeculators just because it cannot call them to account
through a sound measure of land value taxation. Whon
the Housing and Town Planning Bill was before the
House of Comrons in 1908, Lord Oxford (Mr Asquith)
said : “ T agree with those who think that its nocessary
complement is a completo reconstruction of our valus-
tion and rating system.” The Act was passed and that
“ reconstruction ¥ is ‘still wanting, proving by =2l
subsequent attempts at town planning how vital it was
and is. The town plapners paid no heed to Lexd
Oxford’s counsel and their schemes have remained
gince, to all intents and purposes, in the paper stage.

A Useful Ilostration. At the Lancashire County
Council meeting on 8rd November, Alderman J. Whit-
taker, Chairman of the Finance Committee, referring to
figures dealing with the revised budget, said the amount
realized from Wigan was £1,219 below the amount
expected for the past hali-year, the reason being fhit
the rateable value had depreciated by £33,386, due 1o
the fact that colliery rateable values were based on the
amount of coal raised, and the collieries had been under
a cloud, the coal raised being small in quantity owing
to the disputbe last year.

The same conditions obtain in all colliery districts
and are responsible for the troubles of the local authori-
ties. Rates are levied on cosl when produced, and.
when mines are cloged the burden falls the more heavily
on the rest of the community; unemployment aud
distress ave thus aggravated. If taxation was levied un
the value of mineral-bearing land, whether exploited or
not, and on all land whether used or not, and houses
and other buildings were exempted, the troubles in the
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colijery disteicts would disappear like mist before the
risin . With. the land and its natoral resources
thrown epon to industry, mv;luntdry unemployment
is unthinkable.

A Bhorb-sighted Providence.—The Dean of St. Paul’s
Is sgain iostructing the faithiul on birth control, of
which stbject he is a leading protagonist. He tells us
th at he will have nothing o do with the cld saying,

“Where God sends mouths He sends meat.” We
cannet throw on the Deity the responsibility of bringing
unwanted children into the warld and leaving them
to the mercy «f State and cutdoor relief for food,
clothes and support. I the good citizen has reason
to think that his childeen nre not likely fo be healthy
in body and mind, or #1141 in that there is no longer
room for Inege familissg, 1t In hix duty to act in accordance
with that knowled The multiplication of the waste
products of civilization is a new thing, Tt is only in
the last two genorations that the survival rate of the
siums has been much highoer than that of the middle
olasses. The results are o 1 to be disastrous.

As coming from a high dignitary of the Church all
this makos gueer rea,dmr HNow the remotest hint of
the possibility that the overcrowding of the slums and
iho propagation of the wefit may be due not to the per-
of the “lower classes” but te the inhuwman
ions that imprigon them and rob them of their
© qml right of access to naturc’s unlimited and bountiful
storehouss. They know it is tvue that “ where God
gends mouths He sends meat -—or every opportunity
of wroducing H—and they ot any rate will “ have
-nat,}amr $0 do” with the ¥rean’s cynical reproaches
addrossed $o God and taan.

Naiural Besourees for AllL—¥, fo-day, there seem to00
many veouths to feed, we throw back on the Dean his
inginaation thab this is bessuss (God or nature is niggasrdly
or has been short-sighted. ¥ar from it, a bounsiful
provigion awaibs all who are born into this world. Wheo
is to blams if access to nature’s Ulimitable storehouss,
workshop and playground is barred 2 Tg it God or is
it man ? Why cannot the Dean gob hold of the simple
trubh that were access o bhis ronse equally free to
all without obstruction thers iid be.ample room for
2i? And why cannot Lie soo that the slums and over-
crowding of the “ lower mf' " gide by side with the
precations positica of the dle classes who find it
harider to maintain their pcmwm to-day than ever
bafcre, is_because this bowntiful storchouse is only
&Gwsmble on payment of toll exacted by a favoured
class to whom we grant the power, ami even encourage,
1o withhold it if thd 57 80 ploase.

"There is no case for me thoory of over-population
1 it derivative, birth control, s0 long as there rema,ius
x single acre of land in town or country which is i
demand for support of lifs but withheld from those Who
voudd uge ib. It will be time bo falk of the need for
Lirth control if it can be shown that all those oppor-
tunities for a full and happy }'fe, and the natural re-
sources from whlch wealth is derived, have been
exhaugted.

%and Restoration. — Weare glad to notice the sufficient
answer to o peoint given by Ur Percy McDougall in a
etier 40 the Monchesier G’L{:‘!Hm()}n of 25th November.
abtchfal co-worker writes :

‘The name ° maelstrom,’ ima gined by your leader-
writer to-day for a state of society in which wages paid
Ly employers are gravitating to a bare submstence
level, o that Guardians’ relief must fall even below
nee level, is & good name for a society which by
1tly tolorating unrestricted private property in

.

" Tand cnables. owners of land to keep land unused or

"Stamford (West Lf'(f/is) Jos. Sullivan (Jothwdl)

poorly developed (causing uncmployment), or, when
the land iz mere fully doveioped, cnable swners to
get a ‘rake from  producti 3
amount which should rightfully ¢
revenue. Wao huve geent this ;_}{mw
at £1,7750,000. In default of thes
must be obtained by orushing,
tazes, causmg umemplovment  snd
always s bare subsistenoe. Let ous work {ig
land restoration.”

The reference to Bootle is 4 lo of ground rents
by the trustees of Lord Derby, a8 reported in another
colurm.

LAND VALUES PARILIAMENTARY
GROUP

The gronp, which was recently reviv id i stes ‘a!g"
in numbers,  Af the thme of w g i dncdles
nbers : Labowr 40, Liboral 9, Co-
pendent 1. Tt includes 7 members of
Labour Government, of which Mr Ehsam Snowd
the st o join.  Ab the fin
held on MHith November, s
congisting of the President
Hon. Hecretaries {(My P
Riley, BM.P.). with 7 othe
Liberal) and 5ir Edgar Harper ;
Ex-members of the &%mw anh (azmu' for 1t <k
Parliament ave eligible for memboersh L’: i bh\,y oxpross
a desire to join.

The list of the 59 members of the group is as follows -

LABOUR

Rt. Hon. C. W. Bowerman (Depiford) ; Rbt. Hon, W.
CGiraham  (Central  Edinburgh) ; Rt. Hon. Ben h;umr
(Bishop Auckland); Kt Hon. P. Snowden (! u:ﬁﬂ
Valley) ; Rt. Hon. 0. P Trevelyan (Central Neweastle) ;
Rt. Hon. J. C. ‘;V@dn"wood { Newcostle-under-Lyme) ; Bi.
Hon. 8. Walsh (_Enf'e), . G. Ammon (Norih Camber-
well) ;" J. Baker {(Bilston); (. Barker (Abertillery);
F. A. Broad (¥dwmonton); W. Bromfield (Leel); KL
Connolly (Fast Newcastle); 'T. Griffiths (Poniypoct) ;
J, H. Budson. (Hudderafield) ; W. Jenkins (Neath) ; .
John {West Rhondda); T. Jobmston (Dundee); W. 7.
Kelly (Rochdale) ; Com., Kenworthy (Ceniral fiull);
G.  Lansbury (Huw end Bromley); K. -W. Lindley
(Rotherham) ; W. Lunn (Rothwell); A. Maclaren
(Burslem); E. Rosslyn Mitchell (Paisley); J. Al
Parkjnson (Wﬂ'qcm)” R. Richa.rdmn {Howglion-le-
Spring) ; Liley (Dewsbury) ; Ritson (#: -
ham); F. H Rose (North A?)erdeen), A. L. Shopher
(Darlmgton) : Rennie Smith (Penistone) ; H. i)
Smith {Kesghley) ; H. Snell (fast Wookuich) ;

54
and I

Thorne (Plaistow); F. B, Varley (Mansfield) ;
Viant (West li’d!’/ sden) ; J. Wesbwood (Peeb 156
Southern) ; W. Whiteley (Bloydon); Miss Wilkinson
(M’iddlesbrough); . H. Wilson (Atterclaffe) ;B d.
Wilson {Jarrow); W. Wright (Rutherglen) ; R. Yovng
(Newton).
LIBERAL

F. Briant (North Lambeth) ; E. Brown (Leith) ; Major
Crawfurd (West Walthamsiow); 8ir R. Hamilto
(Orkney and Shelland); Hom. E. A. Harney (outh
Shields) ; P. A. Hairis (S.W. Bethnal Green); L. Hoie
Belisha (Dewnport} ; Major Owen (Carnarvon); Tee-
velyan Thomson (Middlesbrough, W.}.

CO-OPERATIVE SR
A.J. Barnes (FBast Ham, S.); 'T. Henderson (Tradssivs).

INDEPENDENT—E, Scrymgeour {Dundee).

3
i
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" ECHOES FROM MOSS SIDE WEST
' Mr Arthur H, Weiler's Victory

COUNCILLOL, ARTHUR

1. ':_ WELLER, J.P,

- In the Mumicipal Elections on izt November Mr
(Arthur H. Weller, J.P., Secretary of the Manchester
Land Values Leagus,stood as ““ Land Values Candidate”
in the Moss Side West Ward, Mauchester.
The vosuit o the voting was :— '
- Arthur H. Weller (Land Values) 2,016
Thomas Dunham (Conservative) 1,770
The ‘seat was gained from the Conservatives, Mr
Dunham having been representative for the ward in
the City Council. S
On 2pd November the Manchesisr Guardion, in a
leadsr- on the previeus day’s elections, =aid: “Mr
Arthur Weller, fighting upon the Land Values Taxation
issue, gained a remarkable succesy.in Moss Side West,”
‘and  also, on another page, said that Mr Weller'’s
majority of 245  amply justified his fighting on this

sole issue. If the recipe is required for achieving .

similar results in other places, the answer is: firgt,
gob a cawdidate whose personality, like Mr Weller’s,
“has impressed itself upon the life and mind of a locality
by 20 vears loyal advocacy of a great principle. Local
- eircumstances  rather than choice made Moss . Side,
Manchesier, the distriet where Land Values doctrine
has been preached in season and out. The opportunity
was =0 used by Mr Weller that the eloctors have been
compelled to recognize his dogged persistence.

The farther ingredients are, attractive literature and .
i judicious circulation.  Much credit is due to the
local Moss Side Land Values Association, under the
secretaryship 'of Mr Johm Garner, who have made a
quarterly house-to-house distribution of well-chosen
leaflets, during” the last two years. This kept the
interesh alive, ready for the appointment in October
of the election committee, with, Mr W. Withington as
chatrman.

Again, the election literature itself -was of an un-
uwsually telling kind. A special edition of Mr Weller's

monthly journal, the Porcupine, was left at every house,
as & firsh step in the campaign. As this is a fype-
written sheef, it probably received special atteotion
from the electors. The address was also something
different and better than the usual municipal candi-
date’s apology for standing. This and the poll cards
were adorned with two of Mr Andrew MacLaren’s
cartoons on land monopoly.

Special attention must be drawn to the new plan
decided on by Mr Weller and his committes, that is,
of concentrating on the canvass. This kind of work
had not been specialized in om previous occasions.
Now, however, we determined to canvass as thoroughly
as our small band of workers would permit. The
result was fo confirm our view that this election would
be won on the doorsteps of the people. We found it
more effective, for election purposes, than open air
meetings, though these were held, and also the usual
indoor meetings. :

Our experience was refreshingly unexpected. We
found that canvassing was not necessarily a matter of

‘heated arguments; most often it required a word or

two, mentioning the candidate and his policy ; noting
the reply and passing to the next house. Also it did
not require two workers to call at each house : 'we went
out two by two, but called one on every other house.
It was surprising how the most reserved and quieb
workers came night after night to the committes room,
‘not to discuss the prospects of success, but to ask for
‘more ‘canvass work, and to go out and make success
sure. A first complete canvass of every house was
made, and a good proportion of the second canvass.
On the Saturday previous to the Tuesday’s poll the
canvass results justified an estimate of 2,050 voies for
Land Values. Mr Weller's actual vote was 2,015:
& tribute to the thoroughness with which our canvassers
did their part of the work.

These matter-of-fact details are given in the hope
that they may be of guidance in many a similar fight.
We had about three motor cars againgt about a dozen.
Against us was the highly specialized and practised
Tory party organization. The factors that enabled
Mr Weller to increase his poll under these circumstances
are worthy of ¢lose study. The policy, the candidate,
the work, these are the three essentials of success,
according to Moss Side West experience.

The work has been doubly justified by the signs
already of new attention thut has been forced on to
the Land Value policy. Our new Lord Mayor makes
reference to the need for rating Land Values in his
inaugural address to the City Council. A bye-election
candidate is just now annoauced as being a “ supporter
of the Taxation of Land Values.” They are, in these
parts, certainly paying more attention. Now that we
have at last a progressive preponderance in our Man-
chester Council, Mr Weller's triumph has come in the
“nick of time.” At the same time, it is a personal

friumph, and we, in Manchester, are grateful to him

for his leadership and sxampls in hard work,
.D.d.Jd. 0.

The election of Mr Arthur H. Weller as a representa-
tive of the Moss Side West Ward on the Manchester
City Council was celebrated at a Social Gathering held
in the KEdinburgh Hall, Moss Side, Manchester, on
30th November. Mr Weller’s success has brought new
life and inspiration to the Manchester League, and there

-are high hopes of the extension of the propaganda in

many directions. The new Land Values member of the
City Council can be relied upon to make the most of his
opportunity. Inbehalf of our united movement we again
offer him heartiest congratulations.—[Epmox, L. & L.]
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THE BURDEN OF RATES
' By Sir Alfred Mond, M.P.

There was published last month a book entitled
Industry and Politics* by the Right Hon, Sir Alfred

Mond, M.P., being a series of speeches and papers on

various phases of economic, industrial, political and
social problems delivered or prepared by him on various
oceasions.

- The following passage, with:title as given above,

appears on pp. 55-56 in the chapter on Trade, Currency,
Indugtry and Unemployment, which is based on speeches
delivered in October, 1925. :

“ I remember very well when { was Minister of Health
receiving a deputation, a very influential body of steel-
makers from Sheffield. They pointed out to me what
their position was: their indnstry was depressed, and
there was great unemployment in Sheffield. What
happened ¥ The great uncmployment led to a rise in
the poor-rate. The rise in the poor-rate led to an
increase in their burdens, and in the cost of steel. Af
the moment when they wanted to be ahle to sell cheaper,

the system of rating was adding to their cost of pro-

duction, and making it impossibie for them to carry on
business at all. In fact, in many cases it was cheaper
for them to shut down and not operate the works ab
all, in order to escape the rates, than to operate the
works part time. That docs not seem a sensible system
of levying your local taxation—a system by which you
depress enterprise, tax activity and subsidize inactivity,
and assist those who are doing nothing,

© ¥ Again, a small circle drawn around a small area is
really quite a wrong way of dealing with a large national
guestion of this kind, The poor-rate system of Queen
Elizaboth was never meant to deal with a great indus-
‘trial erigis. I& is because vou iry to make it do so
that you get all these . fantastic and absurd, even
criminal conditions, holding down the very industries
which most want to be assisted. I am more convinced
than ever that it is high time our rating system should
be reformed. It is high time, indeed, that those whose
Ianded property continues, has continued, and will
continue—whether trade be good or bad—in the long
run to gain in value by doing nothing—that these
ghould bear their fair and proportionate part of local
taxation. Take your rate ofl improvements, and pub
it where it ought to be, and you will see in that alone
a share of the revival of the frade of this country. Why,
in America or Canada, if I waitt to put up a factory,
the first thing the local authority will do will be to
exempt me probably for ten years from all taxatiom,
but here, as soon as you add another shed to your
works, the first thing vou find ig the rate collector
coming round.” )

Sir Alfred Mond joined the Conservatives in January,
1926. TIn reprinting this declaration he shows he has
not abandoned all the belicfs he formerly avowed. It
is well to have this quotation to submit for the congider-
atien of other Conservatives, although it is by no means

the best of the many statements Bir Alfred has made ;

on the subject; for in his ' unregenerate days,” as a

Radical in the Liberal camp, he:. was foremost among
the advocates of Land Value Taxation and one of the
Ieading members of the Land Values Parliameniary

troup.  Now that the Group has got busy again, under
the energetic chairmanship of Col. Wedgwood, is there

net here a recruit to be enrciled ?
A W, M.

* Maemillan & Co., Lid., price 12s. 6d. net.

organ of the London Labour Party..

EDWIN

ADAM,

K.C.

Former co-workers and friends of Edwin Adam will
be interested to see his name once more in our columns.
Tn OGctober last he retired from the position of Principal
Clerk of Session at the Scottish Law Courvts, Edinburgh,
which he has occupied for the. past 20 years. Hir
Walter Scott held this post of honour in hiz day and
generation. A keen politician, Mr Adam fought two
contested Parliamentary elections, but is better known
to our readers as an able advocate of Radical land reform.
He was President of our Kdinburgh League for several

" years and ove of the small group that formed the

United Committee some 21 years ago.
His magterly evidence submitted to the Select Com-

" mittee on the Scottish Land Values Bill of 1906, together

with hig book on the Taxation of Land Values, which

- was distinguished by a second edition, long since ox-
hausted, was the culmination of his public service in’

the canse. In such works his standing as an authority
on ite practical side was for over established amd his

- retirement from the active field of polities was universally

deplored. - As Lord Strathclyde remarked at the time

* to-the present writer : it should not be allowed.

But Mr Adam folt his work as an active supporter of

. the land valus policy was accomplished, and that he

could stand aside with the assurance of an early insfal-

. ment of the reform. It is in the history how this
- expectation, shared by some tens and hundreds of
- thousands, came to naught.
- The idea underlying the principle of aqual righta to land

But the work still telis.

and a common interest in its unimproved value still

" persists and will continue to persist so long as social
" problems are stumbling-blocks to social progress.
. Edwin Adam is with us-still and can be relied upon
- for counsel and advice as and when it is required.

Following on his retirement from kis post at lidin-
burgh. came the anncuncement of his marriage 6o Miss
Jessie Alice Neilson, on 2nd November. In the name of
a wide circle of friends with Edwin Adam in the fight
20 years ago for economic freedom we cordially wish
him and Mrs Adam long life and happiness. J. .

Local authorities-should be given power to impose
rates on Land Values—London News (December),
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for markets proceeds apace and tariff walls are
made to make the worse appear the bettor part.
The case is argued as if opportunities to employ-
- ment and trade were limited in quantity and that
the struggle is, therctore, inevitable. No one
in authority suggests any change that would lead to
new openings,

In moving a resolution, in the House of Commons
on the despairing condition of the coal industry
the leader of the Opposition, Mr Ramsay Mac-

Donald  remarked : - Right hon. Members sit

LAND & LIB ERTY calmly and wait until i;hi laws of God operate,

Published by THE UMITED COMMITTEE FOR THE because they cannot devise laws of man to meet

TAXATION OF LAND VALUES, the situation.” The observation makes its own

Thirty-fourth Year, Established dune, 1894 appeal. But tolook at the reflection from a different

3d. Menthly. By Post 4s. per annum. angle, is it not just becanse the laws of man: are in

Unibod Btates and Canads, 1 Dollar. operation that the misery endures 2 God’s law in

Editorial Ofces: industry is that wealth-—roods and capital—ecan

11, TOTHILL STREET. LONDON, S.W.1. only be had in obedienee to human exertion, and

All communications to be addressed 1o the Bditor. | in the land and all that it coittaing He has made

Telegrams: ** Eubav, Part,, London. Telephone: Victoria 7505, provision in overflowing abundance for man’s wants,

-Postage on ihis issue i Ons Heif-Penny, - This is what man’s Tuw hag failed to observe and
e e o | in the disobedience there is punishment.

- e The other day a Member of Parliament who had

GOYS LAW IN INDUSTRY searched the seriptures on the subject told his

The darkuess i light, the weakness in strength, the | a.ucher_lce that unemp ;m""fﬂmnt WAS 0 mete modern

calamity, that when the world wag young the

overty amid wealth, the seething digcontent, fore- o .
Eoding civil sbrife, that characterize our civilization | Wnwanbed labourers replied to the lord of the vine-

of to-day, are the natural and_ inevitable results of | yard, they stood idle in the market place because
our rejoction of (od’s beneficence, f our ignoring of | no man had hired them. The clear answer o this
His intent. Were we, on the other hand, to follow | lament-and its inferences is that the lords of the
His clear. simple rule of right, leaving serupulously | vineyards in those. days, as they are in our time,
to the individual all that individuai labour produces, | wepe the stumbling block to any just and fair
and taking for the community the vaine that attaches | settlement of the problem. The lesson is that go
to land by the growth of the community itgelf, not | long as there are lords of the vineyard there will he
merely could evil modes of raisin, public revenues be -
dispensed with, but all men wougld be placed on ap | 18Pourers dependent upon them for_work and wages,
equal level of opportunity with regard to the bounty | I land menopoly fthe withholding of land from
. Use—be not the primary cause of unemployment

of their Creator, on an equal level of opportunity to | - v i ) h I
exert their labour and to enjoy its fruits. And then, | and industrial adversity will those who reject this

without drastic or restrictive measures, the fore- | impeachment not turn their wit and wisdom to a
stalling of Jand would cease. For they; the Possession | more feagible explanation ?

of land would mean only security {or the permanence In his book The Socialist Movement, Mr Ramsay
of its use, and there would be ne object for anyone MacDonald says :—
to geb land or to keep land exeept for use, nor would : . .
his possession of better land than others had confer | ra;'t I;fa?;ﬁzl;hefg?g tﬂl:zg&eﬁggﬂetﬁg :hei OI:I Iiléa f;{
~any un.]ust. advantage on him, of unjust deprivation needs. it conéai.us the ores of all our Vag: 5 minine
.- on them, since the equivalent of the advantage would quarrsfing smelting ‘trades ; upon it must be buﬂ%
) b{-zI:?.%Eg lg)ggﬁi So?i%ifsoy;i I}ii{{{ltljlfgsmg Wl th' " our factories, our warchouses, our houses ; it is still,
wgocial  advance—a, fu_nd that accrues from  the . (V)Vflﬂ(n)uihirz};csep% 1;_15 nin(ga 12,3{"_‘ high seas, %ﬁef%ﬁ;fﬁ%%
* growth of thf; community, and belongs, 1’11@:1&1”01_‘&3, to land is thus in the posit ion of a,-mr;un who holds the
the community—we gee mot ounly that there is no | keys of life, and he cot;pafan tly ean exact a maximum
need for the taxes that lessen wealth, that engender | mﬁ’ as his price He ]{;0;; \Uy ]‘?ent therefore ]ten ds
corrapiion, that promote mequality and feach men o ag sorip ével"y soc;‘al Liz.n;;rov.::m ent that can be
to deny the gospel ; but thai to take this fund for turned into an 5 dvantage in the exchange market,

the purpose for which it was evidently Intended, . .
would, in the highest civilization, sceure 4o all the In a nutshell that is the case agamst land mono-

equal enjoyment of God’s bounty, the abundang . poly. They who hold the keys of life absorb the
oppertunity to satisfy their wants, and to provide | benefits of every improvement and under the fear
amply for every legitimate need of the Btate—Henry | of losing a higher priec dwe to further Improvement
George in The Condition of Labour. & vicious system of land speculstion prevails. Tt ig
The autumn session of Parliament opened last | a system that breeds poverty that no welfare scheme
month and at once industrial - conditions came | can hope to mitigate.
uppermost in debate. There are over 1,000,000 The demand for economy in public expenditure
unemployed in Great Britain’; and European | points to needless and excessive taxation as the chief
countries, to go no farther afield, continue to cause of business depression ; but economy, however
stagger under the weight of the aflliction. The | effected, can do nothing to bring idle hands to idle
Preaching of optimism brings no relief; the war | acresand until this wanton wastage is first remedied
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what hope is there of any reduction in the cost of :
social services ? These services, so named, amount

to some £240 millions. As a writer in the Standard
(London), 28th Novembes, remarks, “Let the
Economy Group in the House of Clommons tell us
which of the Civil votes thev propose to reduce :
Old Age and Widows’ Pensions ¥ 7 Edueation? Public
Health ¢ Honsing ¢ Poor Relief ? Insurance ¢ 7
The problem of poverty was present in all its
severiby before this colossal expenditure was under-
taken and anvone is free to dmagine for himself
what would happen if these social services were
not provided for in next vear’s Budgeb.

In industrial affairs the three paities in the State |

gre out for money, for additional schemes of social

© gervice and they st kee p ab it while unemploy-

ment and poverty prevail.  The pace i3 set for
increasing burdens on industry as long as land
monopoly and land speculation remain o make a
mockery of every wellintentioned plan and every
impulse towards a better lmd.uwtfmdmg of the law
of human progress,

There: is the same bitter feeling in the munici-
palities. The rates are monnsing and the local debt
assumes proporéions that can oaly breed discontent
and illwill. The call for econcmy is countered by
a demand for elbow room and fair play that cannot

be safely ignored, and as the discontent gathers
momentum, the voice of the conventional wiseacre -
is heard solemnly asguring the ratepayer that if
he will only resolve to passon the burden to the :

National Exchequer the problem will be half solved.

But this device ignores the economic relation '

betweenr rent and rates; for grants-in-aid like
all subsidies where thev do reduce rates as at

present levied go straight into the pockets of the
local landowners in a Leuupondmg increase in the

value of the land. In the end the ratepayer is

worse off than before. Hse has the relief in name ; .

the landowner has it in substance.

It is an easy exercise o ponder over the solution
of social problems withoub regard to the feaching
of political economy ; if is the same as ignoring the
science of hotany in agr icultural research, or putting
the ban on geology in an cffort to ascerta.m the age
of the earth.

The Prime Minister was ap})roached by the London
Council of Social Service, 22nd November, who
urged the appointment of aRoyal COmmission to
consider the Housing of the Working Classes.
That was the name of a Reoyal Commission,
appointed to consider the question in the preceding
generation, and forty-one years ago they reported :—

At present, land available for building in the
neighbourhood of our populous centres, though its

capital value iz very great, is probably producing a

sall yearly return until it i§ let for building. The

owners of this land are rated not in relation to the
resl value, but to the actual annual income. They
can thus afford to keep their land out of the market,

and to part with only small quantities, so as to raize | -
the price beyond the natural monopoly price which |
the land would command by its advantages of |

position. Meantime the general expenditure of the
town on improvemeénts is increasing the value of

iheir property. I this land were rated ab, say, .

"4 per cent on ity selling value; the owners would
have a more direct incentive fo part with it to those
who are desirous of building, and » twofold advantags
would result o the community., TFirst, ail the
valuable property would contribute o the rates;
and thus the burden on the ocoupiers would be
diminished Ly the increase in the rateabls property:
‘Secondly, the owners of the buildidg land would be
forced to offor their land for sale, and thus their
competition with one another would bring down
the price of building land, and so diminish the tax
in the shape of ground rent, or price paid for land,
which is now levied on urban enterprise by the
adjacent landowners; a tax, be it remembered,
which is no recompense for any indusfry or expen-
diture on their part, but is the natural resuit of the
industry and activity of the townspecple themselyes,
If the principle of this recommendation signed,
among others, by King Edward, then Princs of
Wales, had been given effect to forty, twenty or even
ten years ago, the housing of the woslauw clagses
would have been asgured without the help, or the
encumbrance, of costly subsidies. In the past eight
years subsidies-have added hundreds of millions 6o
the national and local debt of the couniry amd
reduced the building trade to its present precarious
position, with millions of the working classes still
in the slums,

A Royal Conumission on Housing, in view of the
data accumulated and the experience gained from
working modcls in a decade of public inquiry and
press publicity on the subject, is a mere drawing-

room proposition that ean be left to ifs own re-

sources. In the open streets of men the idea that
the housing guestion is a wages question is winning
its way and the taxation of land values as the means
to a more equitable distribution of wealth, in spite
of confused thought and the conspiracy of silence,
continues to make headway in the public miad.
It would make rapid headway indeed if the informa-
tion we supply as to its progress in other lands
were not deliberately suppressed by the powertul
interest that vigilantly operates behind the scenes.

In its leading arbicle on “The True Demand of
Labour,” the Chserver, 27th November, says .—

Let there e no doubt of it—pride, not poverty,
is the root of labour unrest. Everywhere the workor
is secking for a principle of social justice thab will
proclaim the rights of man in economics as surcly
as they have iung since been ‘asserted in polikics.
Indignantly be feels himgelf gripped by a process
which avalls itself of his strength and skill but
disregards his aspirations. This is the temper upon
which revolution thrives. What ‘matter if it be a
leap in the dark? In any event, what could be
worse than a social system which oxhausts the body
and atrophies the soul ¥ Happily society has created
the means of its own improvement, Science, iiself
long confined in. mechanical channels, is beginning
to recognize that humanity comes within its pro-
vince. . . Out of the desire to better the
envivonment of labour has arisen the need to anun'a
into the causes of industrial fatigue,

* When that “leap in the dark » takes place this

is the kind of instruction that will account for

some of its crudities and rough-and-ready mani-

festations. To. translate the rights. of man in
B 2
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evonomies into the wneed for an mquiry into the
- eausos of industrial fatizue is akin {o the feeble cry .
thousands of hoys who | -
leave school amnualily for industrisl life, while over
a million” men and women search in vain for .

for money to train the

_employment. _ i
The prineiple of social justice that will suit the

worker is one that will put an end to industrial

tyranny and when this i achieved he will be able

to speak for himsel, when he fecls the need of & .

day ortwo at home.  The rights of man in economics

will be safely established when the element of -

monopoly is removed from the raw material of all
industry. That means all round econsomic justice,
and the laws that make for this enlightenment are
‘the laws that will bring humanity * within its own
provinee.”  There is no hope for the miners in any
«ad hoc legislation while unemployment. low wages and
‘a low standasd of purchasing power is the common
lot of the workers., ¥or weal or woe, in fair weather
or foul, coal-geiting iy related to all other industry

and that being so, its safety lies in the general

meprovemens the land value policy would ensure.
e ' o J. P

We offer congratulations to our active co-worker,
Rev Mervyn J. Stewart, on his special article published

-in the Irishman, 5th November, the journal of the Irish

Labour Party. - It iy an arresting statement in favour of |

Land Value Taxation for which we had hoped to find
space in our own columns this month, but it is among
the matter unavoidably held over. y

. Other articles in print and siniilarly crowded out for
later publication izclude Councillor A. Barton’s admir.
able Heport on the Rating of Land Values submitted

to a Committee of the Sheffield City Council: an -
account of the Danish “ Housemen's Movement ™ and

ity insistence upon the Land Value Policy and Free
‘Trade, with special reference to Mr 8. Berthelsen’s
address from the Copenhagen Radio Station, 17th

November, on the now famous Kége Resolution ;-

tho able digest of Progress and Poverty appeating in.the
World's' Great Books, pitblished by the Amalgamated
Press; the further instalment of My A. L. Scott’s
“chapter on The Taxation and Rating of Land Values in
The Book of the Labour Party ; “ Natural Law in the

Social World,” by Louis F. Post, and an instructive -

extract on “The Rent of Ability  from his newly.
published Basic Facts of Economics

of Lammermuir, a book that reveale how the vast
Australian monopolized estates were set up; and.two
informing articles, also by M.J.S., on Mexico and on

the Report of the Local Government Commission of -

Kenya Colony, favouring Land Value Taxation,

~The next issue of Land &
Liberty will be a New-Year
Double Number of 32 pages
(price 3d.,postage 1d.) forthe two
months January and February

_ ¢ “ Crown Lands -
and their Revennes 7 a review (by M.1.8.) of Christison

“him the aflectionate esteem of all his ‘associates.

: Thomson of Keighley.

| in the land value canuse,
| Miss Lamb in her bereavement,

MR WILLIAM THOMSON
“A Disciple of Henry George .

Tn a fitbing complimentary notice, the Rradford Daily
Telegraph of 4th . November offers * Many Happy

‘Returns ” to Mr Willism Thomson, of Ksighley, born

4th November, 1854.° Mr Thomsos, says the Daily
Telegraph, is best known to HBeighley poople as an
ardent disciple of Henry George, and for the good

service he has rendered to the Co-operative movement

in Keighley both as master and man. In the former
capacity he was the sixteenth President of the Keighley
Co-operative Society, serving in the chair from October,
1889, until 1894. Beforc thas ho had been treasyrer.
From his youth he has been keenly interested in Ppolitical
and social. questions, and a caroful study of Henry
George’s Progress and Poverfy convinced him that
co-operation was impossible of realization in itg fullness
while land monopoly continues to exist,

This explains the earnestuess with which Mr Thom-
son calls public attention to the problems associated
with the land question. The late Mr Joseph Rhodes
in & reference to Mr Thomsen’s career wrote that
“alike in the performance of his dutios as workman,
politician, social reformer, and magistrate, Mr Thomson
reveals all the qualities of an “intelligent Christian
citizen.” o o
' E ®

‘We heartily endorse this deserved. tribute to our friend
and colleague whose able and devoted advoecacy of
Henry George’s doctrines these many years has brought

Land
& Liberty has no more faithful adherent thap. William
J. P,

~ We regret to report the death of Mr Robinsoni Lamb,
which took place suddenly at his home in Caldy on 5th
November.  Sinee hig brother George passed on' some

two years ago Mr Lamb has had to devote himgelf
{ almost exclusively to business, but with ‘mgre freedom

it was his intention to maintain his brother’s interest
We deeply sympathize with
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THE LANDLORD AND TENANT BILL

Property lwghts and Land Vaiues—Some Notable Admissions
DHBATE IN THE XOUSE OF COMMONS '

When Pa.rha,ment assemblod for the autumn session,
the Landlord and Ténant Bill, which had gone through
Committee in the previous sossion, was one of the first
Measures .to be taken up. The Report stage was
considered on the 8th November and the Bill received
its Third Reading in the House of Commons on the
18th November., Its purpose is to secure cerfain
compensation to fenants from landlords on the termin-
atifon of leases, both on account of improvements made
by the tenant which add to the letting value of fhe
premises and also on account  of goodwill; it is

“infended also to Hmit the tenant’s liability for repairs

when the premizes are banded back. A. feature of
the Bill iz that it does not define goodwill, butb
tries to reach some intcllizible coriception by the
process of eliminating. valuss that manifestly do not

belong to the tenant. Does goodwill include the value .
of the land occupied by the premises-? was a guestion

put repeatedly by Mr Andrew MagLaren when the

the landlord had ; andina Bill dealing with the relations
between: Jandlords and tenants, nothing should be done
to jeopardize the rights of the community.

- Mr MacLaren. gained his point and the necessary

words were, added in:the Report stage to Clause 4 of

“the Bill. They were moved by the Home Secretary,

Sir W: Joynson Hicks, whe was in charge of the Measure,

and read that the 'Tx_'ibuna,l set up under the Bill, when

determining the compensation to be allowed for good-
will *ghall disregard any valne which is attributable
exclusively to the situation of the: premiyes.”

" The following extracts from the spesches in the

debates, especially the statements of Conaervatwe 1

members, are well worth putting on record.

REPORT STAGE
(8th November)

Subsection {2) of Clause 1 contained provisions that f

in effect disallowed compensation for tenants improve-
ments if the landlord showed he intended to demolish
the buildings or use them for a different purpose.

Mg HUGH DALTON (Labour) moved the deletion

.of this Subsection.

Sz ' W. JOYNSON-HICKS (Home Secretary): The '

principle of the Bill is to have no regard to questions

of the tenant’s loss but solely to questions of the gain

of the landlord. The landlord is only to pay for the

improvement made by the tenant the benefit of which |

he gets. I the neighbourhood is going to be developed
and the building is to be pulled down and, say, & town

hall or a bank is to be :built, then the improvement |
made by the tenant, perhaps 10 or 15 years ago, is of |

no -value -at all,- and the -landlord gets no addifional

- benefit from it. In regard to that matter, this Sub-
gection .of the Bill is right.

Mr Dalton said that the .Jandlord. mlght change
hig mtentlon, and then the tenant would vet nothmg

will see that ifi is clear that the tribunal may authonze
a further application for compensation to be made by

. the ténant if effect to the intention is not given within
the time fixed by the tribunal.

. Mz KIRKWOOD (Labom) The Home Secreta.ly
Saold that everybedy was going to be compensated.

because after the removal of a building there would,
in all probability, be erected a magnificent building,
a bank, or municipal chambers, My point is that the
landlord has no right to any increase in the value of
that land. It not only does not belong to the landlord
and it does not belong to the tenant ; the incressed
valus of the land belongs to the whole commusnity.
Where a bank is fo erected, what is the reason ! jt is
because of the industry of the people who have congre-
gated around the site. In cases where municipal
chambers are to be erected, we find that the value of
the ground hag been created by the industry of the
people who surround it, and you have no right to give
that value to the landlord.

S W. JOYIWSON-HICKS : We tried very hard to
keep ground values out of the Committes Sfage np-
stairs, and, like King Charles’ head, it cropped up
from time to time, There i3 no more right for the

: i ; alu

Bill was in Committee. 1f so. the landlord. conld not increase which is due to the pubhc ground .value to
be called upon to give compensation for that, because |
the tenant had no more zight 46 the land Va.lue than

belong to the tenant than to the landlord. The guestion
of ground values is an arguable point, but it is not
arguable on this Bill

Mr MAOLAREN (Labour) ; There has been a rather
interesting suggostion that where the landlord may
sell property, with advantage, to some local authority,
the increase should be divided between himself and the

| outgoing tenant.  That is just about as immoral a

contract as. T have ever heard.

The Amendment was defeated.

Clause 4.—Compensation for goodwill. .

Sk W. JOYNSON-HICKS : The person who wants
to get compensdiion for goodwill has to prove to the
satisfaction of the tribunal “that by reason of the
carrying on by him or his predecessors in title at the
premises of a trade or business for a period of not less
than five years goodwill has become attached to the
premises, which “will in the absence of arrangements
to the contrary be of pecuniary advantage to the land-
Iord.” The Housé will notice the words * pecuniary
advanfage to the landlord.”” In Commitfee there was
a long discussion in trying to find out how this could
be seftled. As I have said, the whole foundation of
this Bill is not that the tenant is to be compemdtcd
for his loss. There may be a very Jarge loss indeed
to-a tenant in giving up possession of his premises.
The basis of the Bill is to remedy an evil which has been
complained of for many years, in London and elsewhore
In country towng, that the landlord was able, at ithe
terrination of a lease, to appropriste o himself the
goodwill created by a temant who had carried on
business in onk of these shops.

We have to find some method of preventmg the Tand-
lord appropriating to himself, for his own pecunisry
advantage, that goodwill which the landlord has done
nothing Whatevel to create but which is the creation
of the oulgoing tenant.

(After further debate and the a,doptlon of sundry

amendments, the point was reached where the Bill
- givés instruction to the Tribunal for determining the

sum to. be allowed for goodwill) -
Sx W. JOYNSON-HICKS moved to add the words

that the Tribunal

shall  disregard ~any Value W]:uch is. a,ttnbuta,ble
exclusively to the situation of the premises.

He said ¢ I promised from time to fime,-during the
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very long snd exhavstive Commities Stage upstairs,
io consider various points, and I promised Mr Withers
o consider this point. We had a very grave discussion,
in which hon. Members opposite took part, and parti-
cularly the hon. Member for Burslem {(Mr MacLaren),
who spoke a little time ago, on the subject of ground
or site value, as 4o how far the goodwill was attributable
to the ndnstry and endrgy of the tenant or how far it
was morely attribatable to a fube station coming next
door or to the general rise in value of property in the
neighbourhood, T4 may be due fo both. A shop
which has carried on by a frutberer ouluide a tube station
may have a goodwill and an additional value given to
15 pmth trom the industry of the fenant and partly
irom the fact that the tube station bas come there and
brought a very large amount of business to ib. Thaf

would mean that the value derived from the energy |

and ability of the tenant who has built wp his froiterer’s
business by &g own industry and energy could be

made the subject of compensation by the landlord, but

that the value sttributable exclugively to the situation

of the premises would not be taken into consideration ‘

by the Tribunal.
Mz WITHERS (Couservative) :

to justify this Amendment. Under the present law

xroodmﬂ which is attributable exclusively to the sitnabion |
of the premises belengs to the landlord.  If this Amend- -
ment be not ingerted that goodwill will pass to the
As a matter of fact, it does not belong to ¢
either, i belongs to the community. It is a very poor :
law which takes property away from one person fo |
whom 15 does not belong and gives it to another person |
That is ene argument;

fienant.

to whom it does not belong.
and I pob forward a further argument. Some day a
party will come which will try—and in my opinion
properly try—fo tax this unearned income. Just look

at what will happen if you do not accept this Amend- -
When vou go to the landlords and try o fax

inent,
tham they will say, “ Tax us!
ns 2 We have paid for this.
You must tax the tenant.”

Why should -you tax

naiive.

M1 HARDIE (Labour): It has already been ad-

mitted that the additional value really belongs to the
community, but the hon. Member who has proposed

this Amendment has never done anything to secure
that value for the communify.

Bz MERVYN MANNINGHAM-BULLER (Conser-

vagive) : We are doaling now with a goodwill which is
b in any way built up by the fenant, but is merely
“apphicable to the gituafion of the premises.” That is a
totally different cage 'Whlch was never contempla.‘ted
by the Bill.

Mg MaoLAREN : The hon. Gent]vma.n has spoken
of the difficulty found in defining goodwill in the Com-
mittes. I tried to dismtegra.te these two. somewhat
mysterions eloments, one called goodwill and the other
called site value. T am &hly intervening now because
Fwant to press home the lesson.” T am uttr*ﬂy opposed
to any tenant receiving something for what be is pleased
to call goodwill which I8 entirely sife value, but T fail
to see that any words included in-this Bill are going to
disintegrate these two elements. T rather agree that
they were both one thing, namely, site value. I do

not know how far my colleagues on this side of the |
fpusc aye going on this matter, but for reasons which |

It belongs to the tenant.
A mnice chance that party -
will ever have of getting anything out of the tenants!
Ifhe only thing to do is to exclude the goodwill which is
attached only to the premiges; I think that on con- .
sideration everybody will agree that there is no alter-

1 have already hinted at, I would rather support the
Home Secretary and allow the words to remain.

The Amendment was agreed to.

THIRD READING
(18th November)

ME DALTON (Labour) : I believe that when we have
to handle this problem we shall not content ourselves
with such small and partial 1aeasures of justice as be-
tween the private landlord and the shop tenant, bub
shall aim at such wider messures of justice and adjust
also the relations befween private landiords and the
community ag & whole and put an end to the growing
unearned increment from the labour of others which
now finds its way into pockets utterly u undeserving of
its receipt. .

Stz PHILIP PILDITOH (Conservative) : The lease-
hold system of this ecountry, whatever its defects may be
—and T am admitting that there are some—has as
a whole been beneﬁucul, promoting as it doos the co-
operation of two classes of capitalists : one, the landlord

1 -who provides the land at a very low rate of interest,
As I have been the :
villain of the peace, so to spealk, I think T ought to try

and the other, the business man who is enabled by this
system o nge hig capital m a much more profitable
way. : _

Mr MacLAREN (Labour): Bir Philip Pilditch, in
language which I cannot understand and which seems o
be common on the other side of the House, said that this
Bill is going to interfere with the t,qm‘ba.ble arrangements
between two capitalists, and one of them is the land-
Iord who provides the land. [An How. MyMBER:

“ Where did he find i£.? "] The Conservative Party
still hold the idea that the landlord provides the land.

I think the House will appreciate when sefting up a
Tribunal which under this Measure will be burdened
with a great number of instructions that it should be
inoumbent upon the Governmeént to give a clear defi-
nition of what goodwill really means so that the Tribunal
wold know exactly what to do when making . this
valuation under the Act. That has not been done.

With all its fanlts we arve anxious that this Bill should
become law, because it marks a new point of advance.
The old historic power of the landlord to dictate terms
to the tenant—and not only to the tenant of the land
immediately: under his charge, but to the tenants of
the land contigunous to bis own property—is implicitly
challenged by this Bill. I look .upon it as something
that will be a marked page in history, to which we can
always point, and for which we can give credit to those
dear old Conservatives who in 1927 had the courage
to evolve it. They. are 'i)uilding better than they
know.

There are ways and means whereby a coura,geous
Government, determined to give the tenants the full
value of the product of their labours during their
tenancies, will be able to do go without this circum-
locution, this bureaucratic, hamstringing method called
the Landlord and Tenant B3ll. Such a method will be

By Hruwy GeorgE
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adopted, no doumbt, when a courageous Chancellor of
the Exchequer comes to that Box. 1 hope that in the
near future much of the argutient that has been used
for and against this Bill will be repeated when fhe
question of ground values comes up for consideration.
T hope that a Chancellor of the Exchequer more bold
than his predecessors will endeavour to appropriate the
ground values of this counfry in a national tax.

Mr RYE {Conservative): I can almost hear the
Prime Minister saying, 1 agk you, Sir William
(Joynson-Hieks), o go hence, put on your suit of
armour, or rather your second best, with the Socialist
gorget and slay this dragon of landlordism.” This
dragon, that has been responsible in the past for the
erection of half London ; this dragon that has granted
leases that have allowed tenanés to obtain thousands
and thousands of pounds and snormous benefits ; this
dragon, composed in part of poor people, not million-
aires or dukes.or the rich, but many a poor widow and
poor person. This dragon had o be killed. * I am bound
to confess that the right hon. Gentleman struck it a
number of serious blows. iow far the dragon will
recover from those blows, fime alone will show.

T have been told that T have endeavoured to wreck
the Bill, that T am a bitter opponent of the Bill. T
arn going into the Lobby against ib. Although I hate
the thought of voting agamsi. my Party, 1 decline,
and T shall continue to decling, to take a- gingle step
along the path of Secialism that is pointed out by our
leaders.

Mr HARDIE (Labour): The suggestion has been |
. made to-day that the leaschold system has rendered |
8 tremendous service fo the community. That argu-
ment will not appeal to anyone who reads the history |
of the leaschold system in London, and who sees the |

tombstones of those men who, by personal industry
and energy, built up that which has been absorbed by
the landlords. Everything that came from their
industry went into the maw of the landlord; the
tonans was sucked dry. :

Mr HUDSON (Labour): The Conservative Govern-
ment has introduced & Bill infinitely worse than it
ought to have been and has introduced it deliberately,
as they hope, to spike further legislation later on that
we, the Labour Government, when we get an oppor-
tunity, would cerfainly bring in dealing not merely
with these particular tenants’ rights that we have been
discussing mow but with the whole question of the
landlord and the power he at present has in our legal
gystem.

1 entirely disagree with Sir Philip Pilditch when he

explains the process by which he says the landlord

to-day carries out his functions. He stated that the
landlord provides land at a low rate of interest. As
the bon. Member for Burslem (Mr MacLaren) has said,
he does not provide the land and the rate of interest
has nothing to do with if in the amount that he obtains
ag the result of the permisgion he gives for someone
elee to use the land. He forgets, as Conservatives
generally forget, that the law of rent operates irre-
spective of Tates of interest and wages becaunse it has
given facilities to a comparatively few people to hold
what the whole communibty requires. The law hag
given fo; a certain number of poople rights of property
which they use to this extent, that they take the whole
surplus that they can extract after the competition of
the trader has been allowed for, after the competition
‘of wage carners has compelled them to take the lowest

wages, and in the process of extracting the surplus the -

question of rates of interest and the other issues which

have been raised have nothing whatever to do with .

-satisfied.

it. Until we take away this legal privilege that we
have given to the landlord to obtain rent in the foam
that we do, the sort of injustice that we are dealing with
in this Bill will continue to confront us, particularly in
the case of those poorer fenants about whom so musch
has been said. I realize, therefore, that we shall make
no radical advance towards real justice for all the
tenants of the country, but I accept this Bill becauss
a challenge has been thrown down against the power
of the landlord to take exactly what he thinks fit %o
take, and what will now happen will be that the power
of the Jandlord to make a bargain with the tenant and
compel him to keep it is now going to be cancelied.
That is the nature of the challenge against the whole
landlord system. '

Siz H. CAUTLEY : Does not that mean that thers
will be no more.contracts ?

Me HUDSON : It means that there will be no move
confracts ultimately, when we. arrive at the logival
conclusion: of the legislation ‘we have now started
upon, based upoa a particular power of a landlexd
whose rights are obtained from the law to impose
conditions upon industry to such a point that he takes
a surplus which he has done nothing to create, which
should belong to the community, and which one day
the community will take in the form of a fax that it
will place upon the landlord. _ o )

Sig W. PERRING (Conservative): It is against
that small number of rapacious landlords, those specu-
lators in property, those who desire to buy up short
leases with a view to taking advantage of the fenant,
that this Bill is designed to protect. "1 canmot for the
life of me understand-why anyone should desire to con-
tinue this state of things, and not stop all that gambling
of the speculaters who have hitherto bought up
property for the mere purpose of exploiting the tenant.
T this Bill will in a small degree, and it is only in
a small degree, protect the tenant from that kind of
thing, then everybody in this House ought to be

Mr WELLOCK (Labour): Hon. Members opposits
sometimes say that Socialism will drive the capitalist
from the country, buf, in the same way, the factories,
mines, and worksliops will be left behind. In the
Committee, the thought which impressed itself upon
my mind was that we were being asked to say whether
A or B should have that which belonged to C.  As the
hon. Member for Burslem (Mr MacLaren) very well
said, we were discussing very largely the future of site -
values, and deciding whether the landlord, the ftenant,
or the communiby should have them. This guestion
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and the Tights of the landlords to enjoy the values. .

Teb me take n very simple illustration. I refer to -
the road from Wolverhampton to Birmingham. That -
road has been made by the public authorities, with .

public moeney, and yet, during fhe next number of

vears, what shall we see as a result of that public enter- -
We shall see a very large amount of value that

prige
ought to belong to the community going, some of it
into the pockets of the
pockets of the fenants,
of the latter as into the pockets of the former.

but not so much into the pockets
The

increasod site values of the land alongside that road.

have been increased by scores of thousands of pounds.
Ominibuses arc now running along the road, and traffic
is increaging every day. Before long, a large number
of business houses will be established along the road,
and there will be increasing custom owing to the nature
and the geographical sibuation of the road. The im-
provement that has been made by the local authorities
in that district will mean increasing custom for any
shops that happen 1o be along the road. There will be
very oxtensive
the landiords which onght to gointo the pockets of
the ‘community at large. That indicates the steps that

- il have to be taken in the future, and we, as a Socialist

Parby, will certainly endeavour to take those steps.
Just as the Tories are delighted that they have got their
toes a little way into the sea of site values, so to gpeak,

~ we can assare hon. Members opposite that, in due

course, we shall go very much farther into that sea of
site values and land values, and-bring them more and
more into the control of the community.

Mr CHARLETON (Labour): Anyone who knows
anything about the history of railways knows that

_many hundreds of thousands of pounds were gpent in

law suits becouse landlords held up their land, and thaf
railway companies had to pay exaggerated prices when
they were able to get the land. The reason is not far
to seck. At the time when railways were being laid

dowm. the landlord classes were in power in this House

—they always are in power in another place—and the
jandiord classes were able to extract whatever terms
they liked. I have examined the accounts of railway
undertakings ; 1 bave made it a study, and I say that
millions and millions of pounds have been spent in
lawyers” foes and in excessive prices charged for the land.

S H.SLESSER (Labour) : Given adequate Treasury -

machinery .and given an adequate Tribunal of com-
petont pergons, you ocan assess site  value all the
time. My point was that a surveyor under this Bill
is quite incompetent to perform such a function.

S THOMAS INSKIP (Solicitor-General) : The hon.

Momber for Burslem discussed the question of site
walue, and I will say nothing about it, because I am
not sure that it is really relevant to-this Bill - It is
very dear to the hon. Member’s breast, is this question
of site value, and when he dies, like the word * Calais
on Queen Mary’s heart, I am sure the term will be
found written. on bis. . - S :

But really this Bill deals not with such recondite
matters as site value, but with .what most people
recognize does exist, namely, goodwill in connection
with business premises. My two hon. Friends, the

ton, and learned Member for Bast Grinstead, Sir H. |
Cautley, and the hon. Member for Loughborough (Mr

2ye), are alone, so far as 1 kmow, in their intention to
oppose the Bill. e - '
Do they deny that a grievanece exists ?
deny that when a tenant makes an improvement with

o the consent of hié-l&lfl(!}m_’d_, not inreasonably withheld,

y

Y-

\

jandlord, and some of it into the |

values that will go into the pockets of

Do they _

e should be entitled to fair compensation when his
tepancy comes to an end ¢ Do they deny the justice
of that claim ?

I believe my two hon. Friends who hédve taken up
this attibude will be -remembered not only for their
amiable qualities but for their eccentric opposition to
proposals which every reasonable man is prepared to
aceept. . :

On question being pul, the Third Reading was carried
withowt @ division. :

Two speeches stood out from the ruck—$hose of
Mr Maclaren, Labour Member for Burslem, who has
gpecialized on the land question, and of Mr Rye, Con-
gervative member for Loughborough, who is 2 real
estate lawyer. -Mr Maclaren regards the Bill as a
miracle. Ie thinks it marks a new page in history
which Progressives will lony regard as a credit to those
pioneers, ** the dear old Censervatives of 1927.” Tenants
would get little or nothing out of the Rill, but a Labour
Chancelior of the Exchoquer would be able to make it
the basis of that great measure of land reform for which
this country was pining-—the adequate taxation of land
values —The Parliamentary Correspondent of the Daily
News (19th November) on the Third Reading of the
Landlord and Tenant Bill. '

* * *

Suburban property at Greenford, near Kaling, known
as Greenford Lodge, about 14 acres, will be submitted
with possession, this evening locally, by Messrs Barker
and Neale (Lowndes Street), by order of mortgagees.—
Times, 16th November.

Query : Tf the owner of land cannot pass on the
interest on a mortgage to would-be parchasers {or to a
tenant), how will be be able to pass on & tax on land
values ! In neither case can he increase the rent of the
land ner its purchase price. .

- *x #* *

Commenting on Sir James Hinchcliffe’s remarks atb
Leeds recently in favour of a local income tax, “ Property
Owner,” in a letter 1o the Yorkshire Post of 22nd
November, writes : ““There is a way to open up means
of production of morc wealth, and it is being tried
successfully in Denmark, America, certain Colonies, efc.
Why not in England, which enjoys the best climate,
has the most fertile soil, #nd. the best people in the
world for individual enterprise ? Let the best land vpay
the highest tax. Land can’t run away.and hide itself,
but under our income-tax basis land can be kept. idle
or badly used, and the hounties stored for man’s enjey-
ment locked against himn.” :

* * *

Advocates of the Laund Value Policy have been able
to put some good poitits in the correspondence columns
of the Yorkshire Observer, showing the alternative to
the proposal for a *“ Suriax” on mvestment incomes.
We note especially the letter by “Single Taxer” on
93rd November, and that of Mr W. R. Lester on the 26th.
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I have been gﬁ:ea.tly__heé,rtenéd by reading in our Y

London office some of the letters thab have come in
during the last yvar, sspecially since the circulation of
our Geneva Memorandurm demonstrating. < The Infer-
dependence of the TEeonomic Cauges of War and Indus-
trial . Deprossion.”  This . classic document is DoOw
circulafing in eight Kuropean languages, and must
continue to have an increasing favourable <effect upon
public opinion. We have. found new and helpful
points of contact in Italy, in Switzerland, in Czecho-
Stovakia, and elsewhere. From along lettor that came
recently from a noted watch manufacturer of Heidel-
berg, let me quote this:— o o
“ 1t would have been a great happiness to meet your
leading men for you have done e extraordinary pleasure
by letting me see how aciively and how rightly you
present our guestion. - I begaa to give up hope of human
progress and even to be bitter when I thought about
the way in which the sublime thoughts of George had
been so obscured, and Progress and -Poverty itself had
seemingly been written in vain. I thank God that my
faith has been restored, and you cannot imagine how

happy - it has made me to soe what able, alert and

devoted people you have io Jead the movement. Now
1 am convinced that the great thoughts of Henry: George

can never be lost!”

I, too, have come to the. convietion, my friends, not |

only that the groat thoughts of Henry George can noever
be lost, but that they are destined in the near future

to influence the thinking of the world and the action

of governments as never before sinee Progress and

Poverty was. published 49 yoars ago. 1tis a sign of the |

times when a greab eclucational leader like Proi. John
Dewey (who 1 find is respected in Burope as he is here)
“hould publicly rate Henry Ueorge as among the great

social philosophers of all hixtory, while commending

his simple and practical plan for restoring justice and
prosperity to & troubled world by liberating labour and
capital from the shackies which now bind them. Tt is

a sign of the times thab ihe Heonomie Conference of the ;
League of Nations last May should discover and declaze,
however indirectly or timidly, thab the misery of millions -
of people on the Europesn confinent was the result of

she obstacles that seltish and ignorant statesmanship
had created to interfere with the normal production
and distribution of wealth. ' '

Plainly the world needs the wigdom and the sanity

of the philosophy of Henry (eorge. Philosophy has
Leon defined as critical and reflective thinking. . No other |’

pian in the world’s history has ever produced & Message

relating to the constitubion and maintenance of just

sowmal elations which has beon marked by such- critical

and refioctive thinking as that which Henry George -

has given us. In that mossage, 40 ‘quote -the happy

phrase of Prof. Dewey, wo find - the analysis of the
scientist combined with the sympathies and aspirations -

“of a great lover of mankind.” . \
it would now seem that it i the absence of any

definite philosophy in the minds of the leaders of men .
_that is responsible. for mmost of the social ills of the:

world fo-day.

Let mo illustrate this thought by a further reference
to that Economic Conference of the League of Nations
last May, to which our Tnternational Union submitbed,
without visible . results, that respectful -and dignified
Memorandum to which [ have referred. . The Conference
had been called into being by a resclution of the League
Assembly to search oub the cconomie ills of the world
(and especially of Europe) and to offer recommendations
for their cure. 'There was no difficalty about diagnosis.
The sources of the jroubles of Burope wore plain enough.
It was revealed that as a vesult of the now political
nationalities set up by the Vaorgailles Freaty, there are
now 27 frontier. ohgtructions to irade, where only 20
existed in 1914. There are 6,000 more miles of ariff
barriers than there msed to be. Une of the unanimous
conclusions of the Conference was expressed in these
words — '

« e obstacles of all kinds placed on the circulation of
goods and capitel have had deplorable resulls, by hampering
The normal play of compciition and by imperilling both
the essential supplics of some nations and- the nol legs
indispensable markels of others.” -

Reviewing the procecdings of the Conference, the

President, Mr Theunis of ‘Belgium, declated, in effect,

| that they had pneoversd the fundamental source of

Kurope’s economic misfortunes. He - expressed ~his
conviction concretely in these words i—

“« 1Phe main rouble now i neither any material shorings
of the resources of nature nor ony inadequacy in man’s
power to exploit e, 16 -is all, in one form or another,
o maladjustment ; 7ot 4R insufficient productive capacity,
but o series of tmpediments to the full utilization of that
copacity. The main obstacles fo economic revival have
been the hindrances opposed o the free flow of labour,
capital and goods.” . .'

These statements help to account for the facts stated
-at the Conference by the editor of the London Breonomast
that there are ten million workers out of employment

in Kurepe, and that:governments, eight years after the

War to end War, are Taising by taxation and spending

two and a quarter billion dollars annually to waintain

the organization foz war. :
“Well, the penalties that the world must continue o
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- guifter from the guidance of leaders who cannot léad
because they have ne philosophy, were revealed by the
action of ihe statesmen in concluding this Economic

Conference. 'The social disease had been accurately

disgnosed. The economic life of a conbinent was
crippled and bound in chackles. The remedy, plainly,
was Hreedom. But all that the Conference felt moved
%0 do about it was to recommend that tariff barriers be

made me higher, and that-a beginning be raade toward |

the reduction of then. _

n & word, the Heonemic Conference of the League of
Nations was ineffective, and Europe with its 27 hostile
trade frontiers, is loft o contimue the policies that
serve only to imcresse human misery, while sowing the
soeds of new national animosities and new wars.

® # %

1 think that ene of the most significant events in
inpernational politics, although ib may not bave been
neficed on this side of the ocean, was the recent resigna-
tion of Lord Bobert Oecil from the British Cabinet,
which involved his retirement from official connection
with the Leagus of Nations. He was, I believe, one
of the authors of the Covenant, and a sincere and
devoted champion, of the League, sincs its inception.
In spite of his aristocratic lineage and Tory FParty
affiliations, I helieve he is respected m England by men
of all parties for his patriotism, his sincerity and his
constant offorts to find a basis for the establishment
of permanent world peace. There was almost a note of

degpair in his letter of resignation; which seems to have

heen procipitated by the failure of the Disarmament
Conference at (eneva—perhaps to somé extent by the
futility of the Economic Conference. In his letter to
Premier Baldwin he strikes this solemn note =

© 7 pelieve that a general reduction and limatation of

- armaments 8 essential to the peace of the world, and that
on that peace depends not only the existence of the British
Empire, but even that of Ruropean civilization ilself.”

To the followers of Henry George it must seem that .

the trouble with Lord Cecil and with other sincere men
who are seeking the way to world, peace, is the lack of
a philosophy, the absence of the faculty for critical and

reftestive thinking. It seems to us the very height of -

futility to seek the road to disarmament through such
conferences as we have witnessed at Geneva ; through

meticulous . discussions by uninformed  professional

warriors, Telative to the number of Lattleships more or
Jess, or tho calibre of their guns, or the length and
tonnage of the armed cruigers that. this or that nation
is to be permitted o maintain. It all seems like children
playing a game of peace Or War, sspecially when we
reflact that in all probability the nexb world war will
be decided not by battleships or massed armies but by
ships of the air raining down death-dealing explosives
and chemicals upon civilian populations.
® * *

That critical and reflective thinking which is philo-
sophy might teach statesmen that wars will end when
the causes that lead to wars are ended, and that these
causes, ag our International Union is secking to make
plain, are mainly economic in their-character. We must
seek disarmament in men’s minds, by removing from

them the suspicions, hates, fears and animosities

engendered by the narrow and selfish policies by which
one nation seeks to profititself at the expense of another.

We believe that if lasting peace hetween nations is to -
be maintained, if contentment and happiness is to come :

to the distressed peoples of the world, these ends are
not to be attained by mere formuls, or by the most

solemn of covenants and treaties that unenlightened .
.. statesmanship may negotiate. So long as greed and.
selishness snd passion and ignorance are allowed to.

rule the nations of the werld, covenants and treaties
may be broken as easily as they are made. Gestures
of worthy intention and good will, like that of Locarno,
are not sufficient while the conditions that make for
ilLwill still remain to medace mankind with the shadows
of new world wars. 'This T say not in deprecation of
the League of Nations, for 1 firmly believe in it as &
great and growing instrumentality for international
education, conciliation and progress.
® * *

~ Let me close on the note somnded by Lord Cecil in
his letter to Premier Baldwin resigning from the British
Cabinet. * The hope of the future,” he said, * lies in an
aroused and instructed public opinion.” '

Henry George said the same thing more than forty
years ago when he Jeclared that the work seb for any
man or group of men who would improve social con-
ditions is the work cf edueation; the work of arousing
men to the intelligent use of political power. ¢ Untel
there be correct thought,” he said, “ there cannol be right
action. When there 8 corvect thought, right adhion will

follow.”

That is the great work to which we are summoned

the propagation of the groat truths which Henry Geurge’

has left to us; truths that, as he told us in one of his
last spoeches, have power to revivify and regenerate
this great city, this Stase, this nation, and the whole
world, ‘ :

«OF MEN LIKE HENRY GEORGE”

All the country needs is a new and sincere body of
thought in politics, coherently, distinctly, and bodily
uttered by men who'are sure of their ground. The
power of men like Henry George seems to me fo mean
that ; and why should not men who have sane purposes
avail themselves of this +hirst and enthusiasm for better,
higher, more hopeful purpose in. politics than sither of
the present, moribund parties can give 2-WOODROW
WILSON. ‘

[Quoted from * Life und Letters of Woodrow Wilson,”
by Eoy Stannard Baker, Doubleday, Poge & Co., and
appearing ot the outside cover of the new pamphlet States-
manskip without o Philosophy,” published by the Tnter-
national Union for Land Value Toazation and Free Trade.}

The contact with those afflicted and beavy-laden
ones whose lives are spent tramping from Labour
Fxchange to relief stations, from one employer to
another, is an experience which must humble and
depress all but the moss stony-hearted. Although this
is the case, and although T realize all there is to crush
the finer instinots in men and wornen, T would urge all
who, on occasion, feel as | have felt the horror of the
struggle” with poverfy. %0 read the last chapters of
Progress and Poverty, by Henry George, and with him
realize that, though the clouds swoop down, though
right appears to be overborne, we do not, cannof, see
all there is to see, or know all there is to know.—George
Lansbury, M.P., in the © Daily Herald.”

NATURAL LAW IN SOCIAL LIFE
By W. R. Lester, M.A. '

Boing the Author’s Address at the International
Conference in Copenhagen, July, 1926, Second
imprint of a Pamphlet much in demand.

Published by the United Committee for the
) Taxation of Land Values

‘18 Pages Price 20.- - From our Offices
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LAND CAMPAIGN MEETINGS

Speeches by Mr Wm. Graham, M.P., and
Col. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P,

Our readers will have observed in the recent notes of
the English League that an independent Land Campaign
Committee has been formed in London consisting of
members and ex-Members of Parliatent and others
interested, who were of the opinion that the time was
opportutie for an educational offort on a fairly large
scale. The secretarial work of this Committes is con-
ducted by Mr Fredk. Verinder from the office of the
Linglish League. A special fund, over which Mr E.
Belfour, J.P., has charge as Hon. Treasurer, has been
established. The energetic chairman of the Committee
is the Hon. Col: Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P.

The organizing of the meetings has proceeded apace
I conjunction with local Tabour and Liberal Parties
and Associations, to whom speakers are offered from a
representative panel containing, among others, the
names of & number of Members of Parliament. The
campaign opened on 9th October with a meeting ad-
dressed by Col. Wedgwood inhis congtitaency, Newcastle-
under-Lyme, and by the end of March no fewer
than 34 meetings will have been held, many of them in
large public halls. It is inferesting to note that the
Right Hon. Philip Snowden, 3.¥., was one of the first
to put his name on the speaker’s panel. He is booked
to speak at the King’s Hall, Stone-on-Trent, on 25th
January, : _

The brunt of the platform: work falls om Col.
Wedgwood. Other speakers annomnced include Sir
Hdgar Harper, '.S.1, Kt. Flon ‘Wm. Grabam, M.P.,
Rt. on. . P. Trevelyan, M., Andrew MacLaren,
M.P, W. T. Kelly, M.P., Ben Rilcy, M.P., W. Whiteley,
M.P., T. W, Stamford, M.P., Ashley Mitchell, Alderman
I C. R. Douglas, Councillor Austin Brook, and
T. Atholl Robertson. The jproparations for these
engagements have been mno light undertaking. The
Buccess attained is a tribute to the patience and
perseverance Mr Verinder has devoted to the work and
the heavy correspondence it entailed.

Satisfactory Press reports arc to hand of meetings
recently held, Col. Wedgwood, speaking in Wimbledon
on 6th November, was reported in the Birmingham
Post, the Glasgow Herald and other papers ; his Oxford
meeting on 18th November had good space in the
Manchester Guardian ; these apart from the local news

accounts, such as that of the :Midlands Advertiser :

reporting Col. Wedgwood and Mr John Baker, M.P.,
ab Bilston on 21st October. Councillor Brook on 6th
Novemberhad a column in the 3 ¢dland Oounties Tribune.

Rt. Hon. Wm. .Graham, M.P., at Burslem .

An extensive report appearcd in the Staffordshire
Sentinel of the rousing public meeting in Burslem, 20th
November, addressed by the Rt. Hon. Wm. Graham,
M.P. (Financial Secretary to the Treasury in the late
Labour Government) and presided over by Mr Andrew
MacLaren, M.P. Taking as his subject “ Taxation, In-
dustry and Land,” Mr Gramau referred at the outset to
three objects of the proposal for-the taxation of land

values. Thise, he said, were, first, to hreak the monopoly -
in land ; second, to alter the incidence of local rates ;and, |
third, to stimulate employment, apart from subsidies

or grants from public funds, which in some cases only
aggravated the disease they wore intended to cure.
Analysis of financial guestions convinced him more snd
more that a considerable part of what they called social

reform to-day was only plastering the surface of social :

disease, .

- Local authorities were everywhere coming to Parhas
ment and asking for contributions from national fimds.
They wanted that money for town planning, for the
provision of open spaces, for dealing with problems of
trausport, and so on. The local authorities had to find
as much ag they can from rates before this Glovernment,
at all events, would give them any contribution. As
the boundaries of towns had extended there had hoen
a rige in"the value of the land within those boundaries
and a rapid ripening of land outside the towns whils

| the owners slept.

Mr Graham went on.to cite instances - in Edinburgh
and elsewhere in Scotland to show the appreciation m
the value of land owing to civic development. This
aceretion to the value of privately owned land had beer:
brought about by the effort of the community. For the
most part the owners of the land had. done nothing to
increase its value ; the community had done all. The
fundamental principle of the proposal for the taxation
of land values was that whai the community had created
the community should in freedom enjoy:

On the outskirts of towns the owners of land that was
ripening for development had held it up year after yoar
for the increase in value which they knew would attach
to it sooner or later.” In tiiat process their contribution
to local rates had been negligible. The CONRENTIETCH
was that vast burdens were buing imposed upon mdustiy
and commerce, because that increased value of land was
going relatively untaxed. While the land was being Leld
up, people in the tuwns were living in houses which in
many cases could only be called hovels, and a consider-
able part of the monoy that was being spent on social
services actually increased the value of the land that
was being held up. . .

There was very little prospect of a reduction of rates
in existing conditions. The Stoke-on-Trent City Couneil,
like other local authorities, was at the merey of the level
of prices, and there did not seem t0 be much prospect
of a reduction in the level of prices so long as they
allowed the present monopoly in land to continue.
The further tragedy of the pogition was that, thanks to
five or six years of industrial depression, the burdens
of local rates for the most part were heaviest where the
distress was greatest. For five or six years the iron and
steel industry and the other heavy industries had heen
battling against adverse and sometimes hopeless con-
ditions. In many arcas rates were from 15s. to 20s. in
the £, and in some cases higher. These rates were
paralysing industry and social progress. The only
argument of our oOpponents was: Industry and
commerce will come round in time.” But would they

Jost Published

LOCAL TAXATION IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE

BY THE _
Rr. How. Cow. Jostam C. Wenawoon, D.S.0., M.P.
In a foreword the Rt. Hon. J. H. Thomas, M.P.,
writes : “Thanks to the work of Mr Wedgwood
those concernod with. questions of Local Taxation
in the Empire now have the facts readily available

and will be able to form an accurate opinjoa on
: the subject.” :
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wisle the present state of affairs continued 7 There
was very little possibility of that.

The alternative,” Mr Graham said, ©“ is the taxation
of land values. 1 have always thought of the tazation
of land values as a great force contributing to a better
social and industrial order, and to the readier employ-
mens of millions of our people upon an economic basis.
Mhe nation will sooner ot later have to choose between
thig class of reform and mere subsidies ‘which have
weakened the State and actually enthroned monopoly in
our midst.” _

* Answering a number of questions at the close of his
spoech, Mr (raham explained that if the taxation of
land valnes wers adopted, the value of the land would
be separated from the value of the improvements
upon ib. . The object was to reduce or extinguish the
burden upon baprovements, and to place it on the
land, in order to make all kinds of improvements as
cagy as possible. o

- Col. Wedio‘od.’s Meetings

The moctings being addressed by Col. Wedgwood up
and down the country are so NUMALOUs that any report
doing justice to his gpeeches would require many
columns of cur space. He is “tireless in bringing our-
question before the publie. '

BrsToN

Hpeaking at Bilston on 215t Qetober,

Col. Wedgwood said mmemployment was the whip of
of the capitalist system o get cheaper labour. So long
as they had so many unemployed, so long would the
wages of those who had jobs be driven down to bare
subsistence lovel, If they wanted a solution il was
no use going to the people who profited by cheap wages.
Low wages meant less gpending money and less for the
purchase of goods. What the comntry was suffering
from, thercfore, was not over-production but under-
consmption.. . _ o o

o first essential was to make land cheaper. There
was no free land in the cowutry. What they wanted
was that all land and all minerals under the land ghould

he more accesgible than to-day. The Labour Party

proposed to value all the land in the country, and upon.
ihat valuation they were going to put a tax on the

“gelling value. ] - |
1o did not believe in buying the landowners oub, bub

in taxing them out. To-day & man who improved his 1

What they |
urged was removal of the rates and tazes from the 1

factorics and from the improvements carried out.on to |

the land iself. It would then be possible to extend at a "

el
property was penalized by heavier taxes.

reasonable price, and the overhead charges on factories

heing less they would be ahle to produce goods at.a |
cheaper rate. They could have made the new Wolver-

hampton-Birmingham road for nothing if the value of
the adjoming land had been taken from the owners by
pax rather than from’ the pockets of the ratepayers.
L WIMBLEDON '
Speaking at Wimbledon on 6th November,

ol 'Wedgwood_said 3£ local suthorities had powér to :

roiso. theix local taxation upon the value of land in their
area, whether that land were usecd or not, whether the-

houses on the land were occupied or not, then land would -
come down in price, “and he more sagily and cheaply -
used by labour. Were they to be compelled always to !
levy rates upon houses and factories, increasing the costs
Or were |

of production and making houses dearer ?
they, by being given enabling powers, to be able instead

0 get back-into public pockets: that land value which |
they croated by thefr enterprise © Such an extension of

Drceveir, 1927

powers would be welcomed by everyone who had to do
with local government ; it would be essentially demo-

- oratic : and it would be the most effective “blow &b the

stranglehold in which landlordism - held -the industry
and health of the community. ;

: ' Ox¥ORD o

Addressing the Oxford University Tabour Club on
18th November, : :

Col. Wedgwood said the true go-operative common-

- wealth at which Socialists, or, indeed, Christians, aimed

could only be founded (and hrive) on’ economic liberty,
not on the ameligration and acceptance of the present
unfair system. He said that the worker could not bargain
with his employer because there wers g0 Iany unei-
ployed wanting the job, that the existence of involuniary
unemployment deprived the worker of liberty aad
justice. Unemployment—the prevention of mseful
productive work-—was nob natural. We should geek
to make all land cheaper and some land free. =
_ # % £

In the engaging field of propaganda, the Land Cam-
paign Committee has broken much new ground, and is
making opinion for the Jand value policy that will tell
in the future as it is telling now. Mr Verinder and his
co-workers may well bo gratified with the progress of
their enterprise. :
' A.W. M

‘Gir Herbert Samuel, m an address to the Scottish
Liberal Federation, Dundee, 28th November, chiefly
devoted to national finance, land reform and goed will
in industry, urged bhat s congiderable proportion
of local Tating should be taken from buildings and
industries and transferved to land values.” -

When this change takes place the need for transferring
the cost of Jocal gervices to the National Fxchequer. will
drop quictly out. of the programime. . s

Social Problems. By Henry George. 9.

Abridgment of Progress and Pove —As
authorized by Anna (George de Mille. New
Tmpression published by the Vanguard Press,
New York. - Special Price 2s. (Postage 2d.)-

The Labour Questicn. An- Abridgment of
¢ The Condition of Labour ” by Henry George.
Harry Lilewelyn Davies Memorial Hdition.
Price 3d. (Posiage 1d.) _

Whiat is the Single Tax P By Louis F. Post.-
One of the series of Outlines of Social
Philosophies published by the Vanguard Press,
New York, and written by request. 123 pages. -
Price 2s. 6d. (Posiage 2d.) ‘ _

The Story of My Dictatorship. By Lewis H.

" Berens and Ignatius Zmger. The Taxation of
Land Values clearly cxplained. With notable
" oommendations from ~Henry George and

William Lloyd Gurrison, Junr.,  Popular
Fdition. Price 3d. {Posiage 1d.) .

False Edueation in Our fichools ~ and .
Colleges. By Emil O. Jorgensen. Price 3s. 6d.
cloth; paper 2s. (Posiage 3d.) )

Relieving Business Through Scientitic Taza- -
tion. By Professor Harry Gunnison Brown. A
pocket-size pamphlet of 25 pages. Price 3d. -

From: Our Offices.

R

G e R R



Drcrvpez, 1927 - 'LAND & LIBERTY 24

SHEFFIELD'S TOLL TO LAND MONOPOLY
| A Tabular Aid to a Grave Scandal |

The accompanying Table is tuken from the Appendiz fo the Report on the Raiing of Land Volues presented by

Councillor A. Barton to the Sheffield City Council. The two final columns have beer constructed by ourselves to show

the purchase price per acre dnd to compare the price paid with the previous rateable value. Owing to the pressure on

our spave we have not been ably to publish the text of the "Report this mondh ; but it is in print and will appsar in
our newt issue. Meanwhils we refer to the digest that appeared in * Land & Liberiy > for Ociober.

At Date of Purchase Purchase
. Price 2
Date of "| Purchase . _ Purchase ﬁzi];’:m:z}f
Situation of Sites and Properties Asquired | Acqui- Area Money A Price Arsgal
: ’ ' sition ’ " Paid R onual Year’s | per Aecre Taioal 1o
. Rateahle " Rates S ~ithoa e
Value., ) Value
' ' ’ Year A, B, P £ s d £ s d £ s 4 £ Multiple
1. Near Forge Lane .. .. . .| 1902 14 3 15[ 6249 0 0| 30 0 0O 410 0 422 208
2. Hammerton Strect (Council School Site) .. | 1902 11 3,200 0 0] 210 0 0 8 9| 1614 820
- 3. High Storrs and Dead Lape .. . .o | 1902 2 3 43000 0 0. 18 0 0 217 8§ 235 | 187
4. Dykes Lane, {For Council School Site) .. | 1903 11 21470 0 0| 210 0 0 8 4| 1,000 630
5. Langsett Road. (Street wideming) ., -- | 1903 | (51 sq. yds.) 10 0 ¢ Na Nil 10,439 —
B. Langsett Road, Flora Street, and Barrack .
. Lane, (Street improvemenis) .- .. | 1903 — 1,221 0 0 148 0 0| 6i-18 4 (1) 82
7. City Road. (Street widenings) - .| 1904 2 0 04258 9 0 3 00 010 3| 1,269 846
* 8. Berriard Road. (For Highways cpot) .. | 1808 3 % 21 |17,850 0 0 /165 ¢ 0| 7612 6| 4,917 108
9, Salmon Pastures. (Council Schoo! Sife) .. | 1908 1 ¢ 77224 00 Ni Nit 2,145 - —
“10. Hanging Water Road. (Additica fo Whiteley : ’
Woodsy .o ... L. .. . .. | 1908 5 0 28] 1,500 0 0| 11 5 0 115 7 - 290 133
1. Carriteld. Farm and Carr Wood.* (For Alloi- : :
menis) .. .. . . .| 10941 49 0 10| 714512 6, 99 0 0| 1813 1 148 | 7t
12. Greystones Park. (Gift to City) .. -- | 191 11 5338 0 0| 18 0 0© 31 86 300 | 188
13. Hanging Water Road. (dddition {0 Whiteley : ' '
Woeds) L. .. . e .. 1 1812 2 38 15 1500 0 @ B0O0 1 6 4 628 - 1 187
14, Groystones and Whiteley Wood.*  (dddition SR . i
to Whiteley Woods) .. e .| 1213 184 2 20| 7826 © O 7215 0] 1915 & 228 .89
‘15. Pickmere Road and” Fitezgerald Road, (For : : - :
Pramway Depot) PR .. o] 1917 0 23 34117 0 © Hil Ni 1450 .|
18. Mastings Road. (For Playing Fields) .. 1 1619 13 1 16000 0 0 2210 © 4 13 10 456 - 267
17. Piper lane¥  (Housing Site) .. - .. | 1919 42 1 0,10000-0 0| 215 5 0| 98 7 3 236 46
-18. Bolehill Road, Heavygate Road* (Housing D : . ’
‘ Site) .. T .. .. | 1919 15 3 17 634210 0| 69 5 0] 2513 1| ~ 400 ~ 91
19, Abbeydale Grange.¥ (For Secondary School} .. | 1919 3 2 223500 0 0104 0 Q| 5518 © 290 23
20. Brushes Bstate* (Housing Site) .. - | 1919 69 1 1522500 0 0236 5 0124 13 4 324 14
21, Winvobank Scofield: (Housing Site) - 1 1918 M 2 -9 408518 9| 24 0 0 -5 4 @ 238 170
“22. Hok ouse, Abbeydale.* (Secondary Schoo i . -
- and Plagnng Fields) .. c- et .| 1920 33 0 3 (14,000 0 0 306 10 0] 198 16 10 24 - B
23. Acres Hifl. (For Allotments) .. .. .. 1920 20 ¢ 273000 0 0| 27 0 O T14 © 49 110
4. Redmires.* (Preswmably for Housing -] 1921 42 1 30| 5805 2 6, 49 0 0| 16 8 8| 125 | 408 ° -
35. Haifivld HMouse Lane. (Housing Site) | 1821 | 63 0 12 (12,762 10 0 | 100 10 .0 | 55 3 10 202 1257
28, City Road, Manor Estate.* (Housing Sife) .. | 1920 | 470 0 0 47,000 O 0532 28 /2658 6 3 100 - 85 .
A7, COricket Inn Road .. .. | 1922 10 1 0] 7,.8%010 0 Nil Nl : s
Houses “on the Site. (Land purchased for : v . e 70 - 54 -
Abaftoirs) .. .. .- e e e ’ —_ 147 0-0 (156 7 4] - S
28, Myers Grove Lane. (Sports Ground) .. .. 1923 ¢ 0 20| 3250 0 0| 45 0 0! 4815 0O 324 T4
29, Afterclifie Common.%. {Highways Dept.) .. | 1823 8 1 ¢ 265006 0 0| 80 0 0, 8613 4 | 2,606 269
80. Brush House Hill and Barnsley Road . ‘ ) )
(Schools Playing Fields) .. .. <. | 1924 19 3 0] 4542 0 0| 26 06 0 5 4 0 230 175
81 Crickét Im, Road.* (Abauloir purposes) .. | 1925 | 4 3 14| 1.956-0 0| 51 5 0| 38 7 24 - 403 38
32, Dyles HaL* (Housing Site) .. .. .. 1925 17 2 09000 O 0§ 68 O 0 44 0 4 b1l . 132
33, Darwin Road, Overton Road, etc.” (Housing | - . K
: Site) L. A o -.-| 1925 1 3 171,000 0 0 N Nit . b40 —
34. Hatfield House Lane. (Council School Site} .. | 1935 | "8 1 15 2,484 0 0| 11-0 0O i 6 7| 208 226

* Buildings were included in fhe purchase price in the following cases :—(11) Farm house and outbuildings ; ( 14) house and buildings
and three cotages ; (17) mansion, farm, cottages, also woodland ; (18] Walkley Hall and cottages : (19) mansion, lodge, vineries and stables ;
(20) mansion, farm and 15 cottages ; (2%) mansion, coftages and garden ; (24) huts of Territorial Forces, but these were not rateable ; (25)
two Louses ; (26) several farms, outbuildings, cottages, ebe. ; (20) aninn; (81) houses; (32) Dyke Hall, ete, Greystones Park (No. 12) was
purchased by the late Sir John Bingham and presented to the City. - e . : .

 Notes:—1, 2, 3, 4,7, 12, 34: Thesé paresls of land belonged to a greater assessment, and the figrures in vespect of assessment and rating
are estimated ; (5} Forecourts purchased for strect widening, no rateable value. Also no rateable valae in the case of (9), (27), (33}, the land
being tnocsupied and not enclosed’; (15) Was part. of a quarry and brickyard then derelict and was not in the. assessmons.

‘The totals of the figures gi?en_ above sho;w that‘ the City of Sheffield has had
to pay £245540 for 1,010 acres of land on. which previous to. purchase the yearly
rates payable were £1,329. The price Wdrks out on tﬁe_ average at 89 vyears’

. purchase of the assessed rateable value,
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WHAT THE BRITISH LEAGUES ARE DOING

ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Secretary,
876 a2nd 377, Strand, London, W.C.2. ' '

Local Tasation in the Drifish Bmpire, a new pamphlet
by the Rt Hon. 3. €. Wedgwood, D.8.0., M.P., will be
1eady by the time these notes are pubbzhed. It has an
introdnction by the Ts. Hon. J. IL Thomas, M.P., formarly
Hacrebary of State for vhe Colonies. FPrice 3d. ; post free,
33d.; 2s. por dozen; 158, per 109, carriage paid. A fow
copies are available in boards at Is. each. Mr Thomas
oxpresses the hope thab “having regard to the valuable
information it coniains, I hope that this little booklet will
he widely read.”  Orders gladly received at the League
ifics, :

As o result of correspondence with the Co-operative
Party (Sheffield Section), a Co-operative Conference will
be held in Montgomery THall, Surrey Street, Fargate,
Shefiield, on Saturday, 106th Decgmber, at 3 pm., on the
Rating of Land Values. The President of the League
(who i to address a * Campaign » meeting at Middles-
brough on the folowing day) will be the principal spealer.

Comcillor Fupert Fast, of Aylesbury, whose constant
efforts on hehalf of our cause have identified his nare
with it in the town, has been made an Alderman by his
fcllow Councillors. He is the Chairman of the Couneil's
Winanee Cormmittes and has had the refusal of the Mayoralty.
Heartisst congrasulations ! e i

e W. Black Jones, of Builth Wells, has reprinted in
leaflet form an admirable letter (“ Why Labour Wins ™)
which appearcd -on 17th November in the Brecon and
Radnor Express. Dr Jones is one of the staunchest of
our Liberal friends.

Two members of the Executive who live in the Parlia-
mentary Borough of Kingston-on-Thames have collected
a fund of £4 14s., and are spendinig it in the purchase of
League literature for loeal distrilyukion.

Pho faiture of the elsetrie light-at the House of Cornmons
and, the debste on Disarmarment”interfored sericusly with
the sttendance at the Quarterty meeting on 24th November.
In the abmsnee of the President, Mr Ceo. Lansbury, MT.,
and afterwards Mr M. Connolly, M.P., took the Chair,
and Mr A. V. Madsen, 1.8c., oponed a discussion on
“ Unemployment,” in & very informing and suggestive
paper. After discussion, hearby ‘votes of thanks to Mr
Madsen and to the two Chairmen werc heartily agreed to.

Members and friends who are looking for an interesting
garze for their Christmas and New Yoar parties should
write +0 the League Office for the ““ Land Game,” invented
by our Inte Vice-President, Harry Liewelyn Davies. By
the kindness of Mrs Davies, a newsupply of the Gare has
just been received at the office. 1t is selling rapidly.
About 300 (James were sold for the Christmas holidays
last year.

T.anDp VALUES (aMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Readers of Land & Liberty ate ssked to take note of
any meebings 1o their own neighbourhoed, and to do all
in their pewer to help 6o make them suecessful.  The
mestings hold during November were of the most en-
couraging sort. s

in spite of the worst possible weather, the Rt. Hon.
W. Grahem, M.P., reported “a magnificent meeting >’ ab
Burslem, with Mr Andrew MacLaren, M.P., in the chair.
ol Wedswood, on the same evening, had “a packed
audience
g very good mesting 7 in South-Bast Leeds.
¥ei., Dee. 2nd.-—Chepstow (Liberal Agsociation), Public

Hall: T. Athdll’ Robertson, F.R.G.3.,
7.30 pom.,
Indl.—Hesham

(Divizsional Labour Party),

P ” “ O, P Picbure Palace, Hexham : Wi,
Whiteley, M.P. 7.30 pan.
Sup., , 4th-—Reading (Trades and Labour Council),
“ Olympia,” London  Street:  Ald.
¥, ¢!, R. Douglas, M.A.
v ., dth—Apmrcley (W. Leeds Labour Party), Palace

Picture Hall, Armisy: Rt. Hen. J. C.
Wedgwood, D.S.0., M.P. Orchestra,
7.30 poo. -T. W, Stamford, M.P., in
the chair.

at the Bow Daths Hall, and Mr B. Riley, M.P.,, -

' (ouneil, and friends here wished to congratu

(Meetings continued) :
Sun., Dec. 4th—Heywood and Radcliffe Labour Party,
Seddsn Hall, Mellor Street, Radeliff: :
B iley, M.P. 7.30 p.m.
11th.—Middlesbrough {Labour Party), Vietoria
Hsll, Linthorpe Road: R&. Hon. J. L,
Wedgwood, 1.8.0., M.P. 8 pm.
" » 18th.—Rochdalo (Trades and TLabour Council) :
“ Hippodrome ” ; Rt. Hon. J. C. Wedg-
1928 wood, D.S.0, M.P. 7pm.
Sun., Jan. lst.—Liverpool (Trades Council),: Rb. Hom.
J. ¢. Wedgwood, D.8.0.,, M.P.
8th—Portzmouth, North, Labour Party: Rt
‘ Hon. (. P. Trevelyan, M.T.
18th.—City of Leeds Labour Party and Lecds
Trades Couneil: Combined Delogate
Meeting : Ashley Mitchsll.
v . 25th—8toke-on-Trent (Central Labour Pariy},
King’s Hall, Stoke: Rt. Hon. Flalip
Snowden, M.P.
Sun., Feb.12th.—Bureler (Burslém and Tumstall Labour
Partyi, Queen’s Hall, Burslem: : i,
Hon. J. C. Wedgwood, D.8.0., M.I".
10th.—Woolwich (Labour Party), Town Hall :
Ri. Hon..J. C. Wedgwood, D.8.0., M.P.
» . 26th—ERdmenton (Labour ¥Farty), Town Hall :
' Rt. Hon, J. ¢. Wedgwood, D.5.4., J.P.
Fri.,, Mar. 2nd.—Bedford (Labour Party), Corn Exchange,
8¢, Paul's Square: Rit. Hon. J. 44
Wedgwoed, D.8.0., M.P. T7.20 pro.

22 28

2 23

Wed. ,,

30 1]

Sun., , 4th.—Chestorfield (Labour Party): Wm., White-
ley, M.P.

» ,,  4th.—Gillingham, Kent (Gillingham Branch,
LI.P): Rt. Hon. J. C. Wedgwood,
D8O, MP. )

Tri., . , Sh—Sowth Bucks (Divisional Labowr Party):
Ri. Hon. J. €. Wedgwood, DG, M.P.

Sun., , Lllth.—Keighley (Trades Counci and  Labour

Parbyy: Rt Hon. J. C. Wedgwood,
D.B.G., M.P.
18th.—Broxtows, - Notts  (Divisional Labous
Party): -Bé. Hon, J. C Wadgwond,
D.5.0, M.P. '
- ,, 25th.—Stoke’ Newington (Trades Council and
" Lebour Party), 99, Belgrads Boad:
A, W. Madsen, B.Se.

The Shrewsbury meeting announced for 25th Novembsy
had to be cancelled, as our local friends found it un-
expectedly impossible to secure a hall for that svening.

_Owing to the regretted illness of Mr W. T. Kelly,
M.P., Alderman Douglas is to be the speaker at Roading
on 4th Decermber.

SCOTTISH LEAGUE.; Wm. Reid, Secreiary, &7, West
Kile Street, Glasgow, C.1.

When writing the notes for November Land dr Liberty
the hope was expressed that our President, Bailie Peober
Burt, would be at the top of the poll in the North Kelvin
Ward at the Glasgow: municipal elections, lst Novermber.
There were two vacanCies.

The result was as follows :—

23 22

Peter Burt . 4,804
William €. Niven 4,822
Alexander Mathieson 1,965

Bailie Burt and Mr Wm. C. Niven were accordmdly
returned to the Council, and needless to say we rejoico
that our President and veteran champion has boen elpeted
to hold his responsibls office and exert his cormmmanding
influence there for another three years’ term.

Word reached us that Mr A. H. Weller had been sue-
cessful in his fight for election to the Manchester Town
Lo e,

Unfortunately some of our good friends have fallen by
the way. Among those was Ex-Councillor A lesander
MeGregor who sponsard the latest Land Values reschition
in the Glasgow Town Couneil. Conversely » Comservabive
who supported that - resolation and was defeated last
November has been returned for his former Ward this
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vear. Councillor McGregor was defeated by a candidate
who supports our propaganda. If all this needs explana-
tion I will not attempt it. The fight is openly * Moderate »
against “ Socialist.” Sometimes this indicates a big
difference, but very often it does not.

Following the Manifesto from large-employers of labour
in the Glasgow Herald, which was'a plea for cconomy in
municipal expenditure, Mr A. 8, Munsie had an interesting
letter in all the Glasgow newspapers with the exception
of the Hereld. He took for illustration a large factory in
the vicinity of land recently purchased by the Glasgow
Corporation. Basing the Land Value of that factory on
the price paid for adjacent land he showed how sach enter-
prises would benefit by having rates transferred to Land
Values, as the amount was less than the present rateable
value. Another firm among the signatories is Teorganizing
its resotirces. Situated between farm land, a dog-racing
track, and a rallway line it looks asg if it deserved a good
deal of relief in present rates and doubtless a Land Values
assessment would help the firm out of its troubles. After
all our propaganda we can only pray for a miracle that will
enable the blind to see.

Among other newspaper cowrespondents arve Mr J.
Caldwell in the Ardrossan Herald, Mr A. J. Mace in the
Citizen, Lennox Herold and Clydebank Press, Mr John
Ca.meron in the Coatbridge Leader, Mr J. O'D. Derrick in
various newspapers, Mr John Peter in the Edinburgh
Evening News, Mr A, 8. Munsis in the Nerth British
Agriculturist and the Seoitish Furmer, and short contri-
butions by the Secretary.

Indoor meetings have been continued in the Rooms
during November with the following speakers leading the
discussions + Mr John Peter on “* Value ” ; Mr A. Camp-
bell, on ““*The Land and Progress » ; Mr Alex. M. Little,

n “‘ Management versue Organizetion ” ; Mr A, J. Mace,
on “Does Machinery cause Uneraployment ?

Other meetings addressed include the following, viz. :— -

Nov. 2nd.—Cathcart Branch League of Young Liberals :

: The Secretary.

6th,—Polmadie Branch N.U.R.: Mr A: 8. Munsw

8th.—Co-operative Guild, (.lo_urock The Secretary.

13th.—Leochgelly DBranch {Catholic Sceial Guild:
Mr J. O’D. Derrick.

16th.—Clydebank Guild of Youth: Mr A. Warner.

17th.—Hilihead and Partick Liberal Associations :
Mr Douglas MacDonald.

s 24th.—Falkirk Liberal Association : Mr John Peter.

Other meetings and newspaper correspondence have
been reported, but particulars are not to hand. The
Secretary will be pleased to be kept informed on such
matters.

MANCHESTER LEAGUE: Arthur H, Weller,
Secretary, b, Cross Sireet, Manchester.

Meetings addressed by the League’s speakers includs :
Friends' Meeting House, Stockport, A. H. Waeller;
Alexandra Park Gate (two meetings), E. F. MacClafferty,
J. Gamner and A. H. Wellor ; Moss Side Women’s Liberal
Asggociation, A. H. Weller; CUrumpsall W.C.G., Mrs
Catterall ; Chorlton W.C.G., W. Brennan; Downing
Street (Manchester) W.C.G., Mrs Cafterall ; Macclesfield
W.C.GQ., A, H. Weller; Mossley W.C.G.,, A, H. Weller;
Clitheroe Co-operative Society, A. H. Weller; IFlixton
M.C.G., A. H. Weller ; Tyldesley W.C.G., A. H, Weller.

We greatly regret to announce the death of Mr John
Owen, which took place on 24th October, after a long and
painful illness, Mr Owen was not as well-known in the
movement as his son Mr D. J. J. Owen, but for many
years he worked quietly for the cause and could be depended
on. to assist whenever a call for service was made. A
deeply religious man, he was drawn to the movement
because of its high moral appeal and he used his influence
in his place of worship as well as'in the world outside.
The sincere sympathy of all who knew Mr Owen goes to
the members of the family.

The story of the elecbion in Moss Side West is told
elsnwhere, but one incident in the contest deserves special
mention here. The Secretary addressed a meeting in
Birmingham on 126h October in support of the ecandidature
of Mr G. G. Houghton and in rettrn for that small service

23
E2]

23

23
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. one oceasion, but when the applieation for the ns

© Forkshire Observer.
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- enlightening literature.
" the recent mumieipal elections both Mr Houghton and

" again ocour at Sparkhill, and Soho, Smethwick.

- into forece there.

o party of four Birmingham friends—incinding Mrs
Houghton and Mr and Mrs Chapman Wright—4ravelled by

- car one morning to Manchester and devoted soveral houes

¥

to the eélaction fight in. Moss Side West—a totai jouroey of
about 180 milas. The visit was not merwly helpfol, but
it was an inspiration to the local wotkers.

Counecillor Williarn Davy, the newly elected Lord Mayor,
referred to the taxation of land values in his speech to the
City Couneil in the Manchester Town Hall on 8th November,
He gaid : “ Tt would be sound financial palicy to give mors
consideration to tli: sources of revenue vathss than to
curtailing expenditure’ that was useful.” It could be
proved beyond doubi that new sources of revenus wers 1o
be found. Resolutions advoeafing the taxation of land
values, for example, had passed the Counecil on mors than
Ty
Pa.rha.mentary powsrs had eome up for consideration the
matter had been allowed to drop. A resolution wrging
Parliament to introduce legisation to enable local smuthori-
ties to acquire comypulsbrily land for public purposes at
prices based on rating assessments and without furthey
compensation wag passed by the Council in 1919, and it
wag subsequently adopted " by over a hundred local
authorities.”

An item %0 be mentioned is that the Stockport Fuopress
of 22nd Septembor last published a long and verbatim
report of the meeoting organized by the Manchestor Henry
George Club, held at the Friends® Meeting House and
addressed by the Secretary of the Manchegter Leagme.

YORKSHIRE AND NHOETHERN LEAGUE: F. Skirrow,
Secrefary, Comgpton Buildings, Bow Sirect, Keighley.

During the past month meetings ha.ve beenn addressed
as follows ;—

22nd Qet. W, T.Ehumson, J.P., Keighley Co-op. Susiety.
26th The HSecretary, Bingley League of Young
) Liberals.
28th ,,  The Secretary, Keighley Men’s Co-op, Guild,
1t Nov. A. W. Dakers, Bensham Women's Co-op.
Gaild.
C13th The Becretary, Unitacian Church, Cariisle.
" 16th Ashloy Mitchell addressed the Brightside

{Sheifield) Libeval Association.

Members and frionds have had letters in the Press as
follows +—2nd November, the Secretary, in the Sheffisid
Independent; 3rd November, J. K. Musgrave, in the
On:the same date the Secrotary b
a Jetter in the Sheffield Telegraph and Ster. ** Single
Taxer >’ had a letter in Keighley News on 12th November,
and “ Fésolé » had ous in Bank Officer for November.

We have been pluased. also to see the able letters by

* ¢ Bingle Taxer * in the Yorkshire Observer of 28rd Novembor
- and by “ Property Owner * in the Forkshire Post of 22nd

November..

:“Chapman - Wright, Seecretary, 20,
Cannon Street, Birmingham,

At a meeting of the Managerment Committes on Ifth

. November the members expressed their great approciation
. of the eduecational work being carried on by Mr . {n

Houghton. at meetings and by the wide disiribution of
In spite of their non-success ab

Mr Bush propose to continue their contests when vacancies

A number of protest meetings are being held by Trading

" and other Associations against the recent inereassd assess-

ments, Birmingham heing one of the pla.ces where the
Ist April, 1926, has heéen fixed for the coming inte foree
of the first quinguennial valuation lists under the Rating
and Valuation Act, 1925. Birmingham is among ﬂ'w
exceptions in this respect, the vast majority of the ass

" roent commitiees in England and Wales having Ni

to fix Ist April, 1924, on which date the new lists m;l LOING
Batopayers in Birmingham sre now
learning how they will be affected by the revaluation, the
asgessments being meanwhile at the stage of ohjection

" and appeal.

The new Act makes no change in the basis or inciheds

. of assessment (excepting as it gives exemption to corbain
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LWERPQ@L LEAGUE : ¥. R. Jones, Hon. Secretary, 42,
Gtaniey Park Avenue, N., Queen’s Diive, Liverpool, N,

The: following gatherings have becn wddressed by our

spealkers o

27th Ocb. . Kirkdale 'Women’s Co-op. Cuild. Mr E. J.
M Manns,

Bootle  Labour Party Eleetlon Meeting.
Secrebar V.

27th ,,

dist

3rd Nov. - Birke: hoad Women’s Citizens’  Union. Mr

H. J. McManus,

O 15th November soveral of our members attended a
mecding st Bhe i Chub addrossed by one of the
 Land and MNabion Leagio ™ speakers on © English Rural
Poli More than half an hour of the discussion time
Wwas aceupied by eue speslers, who eriticised the incoherent
L beral schene and advanced our polic

A6 onr own rmoctings st the Whike (,,a,fe, Cook Btreet,
wo have been adde a5 follows -~
26th Oot. Mr . J. MeManus,
- Valuation Question.”

Tha Somers : Land

2nd Nov. Mr W. (anning, Hlstm foal Aspects of the
o Land {juestion.’

9th My 0. Baior. *’The Relation of Henry George’s

Reform to the Greatesi Hocial Problems.”

16th ,, . Mr W. McGuinness. “A Completion of the.

Analysis of the Attitudo of the Working
Man sowards Social Problems and Political
Parties.”

" The address of Mr Baicr, who i5 the pastor of the Liver-

poeol (hareh- of Ihunssits, was somewhat of a challenge.’
Whil: admitting the efficacy of dur roform, when estab--

Tished, s’umpl(i{,h to alier for the hetter all material
ecnditions, he doubded if any considerabls mors,l impro ve-
ment would be the conseguence.
in the very leen digeussion which followed it was
pointed out that Jand walue tazation would destroy the
oA war and nternad dissension in the country which
1 ¥, and that it would make sush a country far
vir able to resist i war wore thrast wpon it
1 fi!‘w!ilw-.sﬂlz wad very instruetive ; all members and
s district ave wrgnd bo eome to our Wednesday
g3 at the White Café to derive the benefits
ash of thought in farming sound viows.

WELSH LEAGUE :
Terrace, Gardiff,

In connection with the Novembor wmnicipal elections
in Cacdiff, the Excoutive of the Leagne sent a eircular
Tebtor and gue waaire bo all the-candidabes asking them
whether they approved of the Land Values Resoludion
recently passed by the Cardiff City Conneil, and whether
they would be prepurad to do all in theu pewer to further
the  mowiic ipad  raovement for :  Parlismentary
powers for rating Land Values, The iext

\ i the Resolution
(which affirmed timi adopted by the Counedl in Qetober;
1916) way quoted i the

Eustace A, . D&vies, 14, Pembreke

Istter and resds as follows -—-

That i the upiwif)n of the Cowncil the first step’

a roforns of the system of loc
raf suld ba fevied on iand on an s ssosstuent haged
o s Foll capitad value izrespective of the use w0 which
the Tand is being pat and as to whether it is in use or

o
e

B TNAC T Ry al rabing is that

 (Cothaysy; W. G. Howell (Piusnewydd) ;
© Caister, (L

. vative), O. F. Banders (i
- C. 3. MoCale (Ratepas

- Oectober, New Tredegar &'ra

: Party, Capt. Saw; st \nmmber, Women’s Co-opie mr,m'
Guild, Newport, Hon. Sec

Frarnby Ward Labour Party Meeting, Secretary.’

- Prod

" businsss ma

Value T

- encouraging note writes :

S tho good work youm bave dome.”
- Bra

| swained. co-opeiation i
- gradiiying and we will gee that the coples of tlua Inforning

| PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE :

- wan particuiacly apposi

- quEndgeenink

" increase, with progress, sad commuanal expenditiis
. pondingly inereased even when the wutmu
. eeonoiy were oxercisnd
" rates, as now levied, vpwrated as a penali:

_ corimumiby had to bear the heaviest penalts

not ; and that ths Town Clerk be instiucted to entor

mto cormmunication with County and m\mlcip i

ties throughout the couatry with a view to

to secure the necesary amen:imeats to the p

to enable this resolution to b carried nto « ﬁ= (e

Explanatory Hteratiare was onclozad with fhe

Favourable replies were recs dived from J. ¥ Colli
{Central Ward); Miss Barbars Voudey and A, T. Willi
Major i
F. Bandormt and 13 B, C. Weston (Qanto:) ;
Y. Froeman and O 3 Wsilinen (Grangetown); H. 7.
Brown and C. H. MeCale ((abuifa).

The woumicipal elsction vruulted in five gains for $he
Labour Parby. The candidates returned who  declyred
themselves favourable o cur policy were A. J. Willinne
(Labow), W. G, Howell (Libsval), T. C. Caistor (Conser
Aberal), P. Freeman (Labour) st
sociation).

Tettar,

4]

The following wmeet

= and Labour Council. 145
sristehureh (Newport) Lals

Seeretary ; 27th Qctober, (1

v 3 166th November, %n
town (Cardiff) Womens’ sperative CGuild, Cagpst :
22nd November, Grangetown omens’ Co-operative o Gl L
Capt. Haw,

The [enry George Biiuly Circle resumed ibs mmnzws
on T‘huzuia,v, 17th Noveraber and will henceforward meet
every ']hurmda,y 5t 8 pam b 14, Pembroke Terrase. Car
sor W JL Roberts of the University College, ¢
is sgain very J«:iﬂeﬂy volunieering his servicos ansd

Eid ll’i:[ié

. for o Lo band of students to mest L.
The X  Cormumizteo met at Carditf on 17tk
November, usacupying the. Chat

st with and it was deci
luiierna.f;ionaﬂ Unicn for

becoms afiiliated to the
Paxaition and Fres :
We have slected a &muhs.z' f)f viea- !u
ploased to be able to report that ab the #Hw
following have accepted : Mr J. B. Emiyn Jons
My Will jobn, M.P.; My Arihur Hendorson, J
P. Wikson Raffan, J.P. ; sad Mr David i2avies of |
our veteran member of the Teague.
. Mr Eastlan (our first Prosident) in an appreeiztive and
“Tb is & great pleasure fo me
to know that despite all difiiculties and discourag R
the Welsh League for the Vaxation of Land Valus
tinwves its excelltmt work. 1 consider it a real hon
be one of its viee-presidents, and gladly accept v
I6 is hard 4o Leep working on with litéle imms:
but in dus e we will ‘reap, i we faint not.”*
We ave pleased to record that Dr Black-Jo:
C. A. Garduer have again been active as press

i : {1{ -
o Bir
iy,

aned My
LRI

: dents.

. Dr Black Jones, in renewing his condvibutbinn o the
League, wtatos : ‘It gives me grea.t plea.sum in weg mé,m“

3

gupportad s with 200 <opies of his. letter .Lppﬁ.}«!
s end  Badnor FEepréss for 1Tth Movenmibaer
the work of the lLeague is

it

lettor ave well placed.

s. R. Cole, Hcm %961@14?};
165, Francis Avenus, Southsea.:

The League held its rogular monthly meeti
November, Mr H. Thirsk introducing a disc
“ Land Valaes and the Wew Assessments.”
in view of the fact ¢
moiath is ene of the places that are now maki:
assessment ander the new Vali
Rating Act., We quote tha veport as it appaared
the Fu vingg News and the Humpshire Telegrzph.

Mr Thirsls said @ Tt was argued - that eomrnusd z>ud~

g Tl

ar both

The real trovhis

Those who employed mogt labonr
ategt imyroverents and b

of land.
made the i
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who having equally valuabls land put it to inferior use,
eruploved Iess labour and rendered less service to the
sommumnity, has a lesser penalty imposed. Others . who
kept vacant valrable land, causing a ho'using shortage,
overerowding, and unemployment, were encouraged by
having no rates to Pay, althougl the value of their land
wits Inereased by the expenditure of the ratoes paid by
athers, .

The improvement and use of land was treated as g
pmblic offence. Those who had the most Improvements
. proportion to the value of theip land would have their
ssinents  correspondingly  inereased. Those whose
unprovernents wero of little vuine in proportion 4o the
land value would have little, if any, increase. Sium
owners might have their assessmumts reduced, but vacant
land, however valuable, would 1ot be assessed ab all. It
was held that if land values wers rated the rates on im-
Trovements could be corresponciingly reduced and even-
tually abolished. That would promote the best use of
land, the fullest employment of labour, an increased
production of better houses, and 2a all-round improvement
in trade and industry. '

The columns of the local newspapers have been full of
“letters to the Editor » protesting against the increased
assessments on house property and other premises., As
often as not the writer is the * vietim ” complaining abous
his own particular case and not realizing that the whole
system is wrong and unjust. The position was well stated
in a letter of another order by “ Oolooker ” who empha.-
sized some of the oxtraordinary anomalies and led out to
&4 convineing argument in favour of land value rating.
That is the * Valustion and Rating ” Act the country
needs i the community is to Zet its revenuc without
throwing any charge or burden on, the homes or industry
of the citizens,

HIGHLAND LEAGUE : I. Mackenzie, Hon. Secretary,
The Areade, Inverness. o :

Perhaps the space for my League news could not be
put to better use this month than by quoting from the
statement issued by the Beard of Agriculbure for 1926,
It is taken from the Northern Chronicle report of 16th
November. It will be noticed that thero are less men
employed and more arable land turned into grass fand : -

“The total number of holdings in Scotland exceoding
one acre in oxtent was 76,017, s net decrease of 144 as
compared with the number in 1925. In 1925 o deerease
of 49 was recorded, while in the years 1924 and 1923
there wers increases of 78 and 133 respectively as com-
pared with the preceding year.

“The area of arable land in 1826, which extended to
3,194,535 acres, was less than in 1025 by 34,824 acres,
or L1 per cent., and was the smsllest recorded sinece the
agricultural returns weré first collected in 1866.

" The area under permanent grass has mereased annually

" since 1918 in 1926 it was 22,797 acres larger than in the
brevious year, and was the greatest recorded since 1910,
The whole area under crops and grass has been reduced
by about 93,000 acres sinee 1914, while mountain and
heath land used for grazing bas in the same period increased
by nearly 563,000 acres.

*“ The total number of persons returned as employed on
4th June, 1926, on agricultural holdings exceeding one
acre in extent, exclusive in the case of each holding of
the ocoupier, his wife, and domestic servants, was 126,005,
comprising 102,978 regular and 23,117 casual workers.
Regular workers were more numerous in 1926 than in
1925 by 713, or 0.7 per cent. Casual workers showed a
marked increase, the total number;: a3 compared. with 1925,
being greater by 3,320, or 16.8 per cent.”?

These saliens facts and figures may be useful o students,
speakers and writers on the land question in: Scotland,

STOCKPORT

The Stockport FBxpress of Srd November had a column
and a half report and an editorial on the Town Council
debate on the Rating of Land Values on 26th Qctober.

Councillor W. Noble moved : * That with 2 view to
redueing the burden of the rates on industry and housing

taken to

by tapping ‘a new scurco of revenus, steps be
o the

obtain powers frore Parliament B0 fevy the pate
unimproved seiling value of all ihe land in Stoekport,
whether wsed or not. And that the Town Clerk notify
all the varioug Rating Aushorities in, Lancashirve, Cheghive
and Derbyzhire, urg g them to take similar action.”

The resolttion wassceonded by Councilior Tennett
and supported by Councillors Scott-Morton, Bowier gnd
Mrs Henderson.  Others voting for it when $he division
took place were Aldermen Hopking and Royle, Councillnrg
Fidler, Langley, Hardman, Holland and (3ill.

Councillor Noble, i the course of his specch, waid ;
They knew how csrefnl the various -eommittoss of the
Stockport Town Conneil were in regard to their ¢xpundi-
ture, and they eowld ot find any way of reducing theip
expenditure. Now they came to a new source of Pevernue
—that they rate Inud on its true sonual valite as fixed bry
its estimated selling value.. The value of the land depended
on the population, and~the population was denied the
value of the land. The only way they could dernonsivate
the value of the land in Stoekport was to corapare it with
values in large towis in other parts of the world.  Taking
this as a basis alue of the land in’ Stockport wag
£843,750, and a rato of 8s. 6d. in the £ on that would supply
all the funds the Covporation needed., T they wente in for
rativg land they could derate the houses, There were
7,959 acres in Suwclaiort, and the wsed portion of the land

practically one-h U—paid £357,940 in rates, and the
half that was idie paid only £509 15s. 7d. The resnli was
overcrowding in some parts, while in other parks of the
town there were hig tracts of land upused. By their
systern of rating they did everything they could o hamper
industry. ) B

Although tho veschision was defeated (by 21 to iz,
Mr Noble succsedsd, with the good’ help of the Stackgpors
Hzpress, in giving wirds publicity to the guestion. In the
Council he hay wsed 2vory opportunity to sdvance ihe
land value policy but there, perforce, he has had t sug prard
an active publie varcor—we earnestly hope, only for an
interval. His friends sad co-workers much regrot the defeat
he suffered at the Municipal Elections on lai Novermnber,
as retiring candidsic for-the Reddish South Ward, whers
he had won his former seat in a three-corner contest as
Labour roprosentative. Aé. the election last mionth he
increased his poll, hut 'that did not prevail against the
combined Tiberal and -Conservative vobe givin to his
opponent.

Under the auspices of the Catholic Socia! ( ~uild, Mr
J. O°D. Derrick addressed a largely attended mmeting
in. the Cinema, Lochgelly, on 13th Novemher The
local Times gave nn excellent report. The kevnote of
Mr. Derrick’s message was in his appeal to his hearers
not to go on the faise scent denouncing eajpital while
failing to realibe that gl capital comes from the land
and that all capitalistic monopolies are bhased on land
monopolies, a i admitted by Karl Marx himself.

The address wus followed by a letter in the Lochgoily
Times of 23rd Wovember, emphasizing again the im-
portance of land value taxation. Mr Derrick RooDs
ever busy with Lis pen, which he uses to good effeat
every week in the frish Times as Scottish corrps pondent,
A recent letter fromn him to the Jrish Lndependont
quotes the resolution of the Danish small peasants
(the Housemen) in favour of land value tasation and
free {rade and calis on Irish farmers to further the

same policy, .

'TO PROMOTE THE CAUSE

Let your Christmas or New
Year’s Greetings to vour friends be
accompanied by one or more of the
books and pamphlets advertised in
this issue of Land & Liberty.
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FHE INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR
i AND VALUE TAXATION AND
FREE TRADE
11, Tothill Street, London, S.WA

Trs view of the next Internasional Conference to Promote
Lawd Valns Taxation and Froe Trade, to be held in Edin-
purgh at she end of July ov in the boginning of August,
U2 we renew our neset, invitation to readers of Land &
Liberty to join the Union, nuder whose auspices the Con-
foreneo will be held,  We shall be pleased to send member-
ghip forms to thoze who can help in recruifing new
adharents. # # #

The condition of membership is approval and acceptance
of the objects of the Uniom, which are : * The promotion
of Land value Taxation and Free Trade as taught by
Penry Geerge and the holding of International Con-
forenos.” ome may cnrol on that understanding and
ig invited to support the Undon by guch contribution, large
amall, s he or she May, feel disposed to give; but a
Shution ie not obligatory and our invitation is cordialy
pessed in s sense o the many friends in the movement
who fecl they are subscribing all they ¢an at the moment
%o their local league or organization.

* * Ee

Besides the personal membership and pergonal associa-
fion we hers urps npon all, the question of affiliation should
he Beme in miond. We ask that it be brought before
fellow manhbers of nationsl or local leagues and societies
that oxist to promote Hur policy. All that is necessary
e o forraal bub simple vesolution (adopted in executive
compiiiion or ab g general meeting) expressing agreement
with the objects of the Tinion and signifying the Intention
to affiliate.  Sush reschition, with whatever affilission fee
may be vobed, will bo gladly put on racord,

- # * %

he National Cotneil for the Prevention of Waz is holding
» Wational Peace Congress in Manehester on 3rd and 4th
Decemnber.  Mr 1L 3 Gindess, Pregident of the Manchester
Land Values i and Couneillor Arthur H. Weller,
J.P., have delogate’s jekets vepreseniing the International
Urdorn. Amwasements have boen made for an effective
distribution of our ** (ensva Merzoraticia 7 to all members
pregent and our delepates will doubtlass have something to
say on the gquestion of land value taxation and free trade as
the 4rue road o inturnational peace.

¥ % *

HKomorandam on the Tnterdependence of
‘. : W and of Tndastrial Depression,”
whon fest dssued wa translated into French, German,
Danish, Norwegian, Dubeh, Spanish and Hungarien. One
of our friends to whora it has specially appealed is Mr
Charles. (1, Baldwin of DBaliimore; who' on his recent stay
in Furope was 8 frequont vigibor at our offices. At his
ashance o translation has buen made into Russian and
cils have been produced from which all the cobies
dosired can be vun off. My Baldwin’s valuable contribution
o omp ok i uch spprociated and wo shall take occasion
o Toesian version. Copies are, of
¢ one making roguest.
i Ed #
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rial Congress, Ne Verk, 13th September, has been issued
by the Union in separate pamphlet form. OQur readers
will be glad to soe the text in this monsl’s Lend & Liberty.
The addres is in itseli an exhortation to join and suppors
the Union end is being well used in that way in conjunction
with .the new rveprino of our Geneve Memorandum, NOwW
published (price 24, ov 124, per 100; as 2 pamphlet under
the tithe  The Bepnomic Cansed of War and of Industrial
Deprassion.” ® %

Wi have beon ploased to hesr from Wr Max Martels of
Rephin, the son of My Carl Marfols who was mentioned in
our notes of last monsh,  In his letter Mr Max Marfels
wpits e T g with, vou in drawing a sharp distinetion
belween the peat-war elfocts, frightful as they have been,

and the abiding sodal ilis that are due in'our opinion to

‘teachings of Henry Georg

¢ the land. Tho obscever who
on ma Hamry Geo
$he socdal-proble hag heey

the ons-sided laws reapschin
has grasped the land guo
plained it knows of course thod
aggravated by the admittad silcis of war and =5 fwethor
intengified by the excessive burden of saxabion : bub the
results of Jand speculation and of the rise in m ;
by day so clear and obvicus Lo him, that the shor
view of our whole sconoris position on the pars o paidis-
ments and ths. business comraanity in general cannod b
malke him ungpeaksbly s T wish to say, thorefore,
that the knowledge 1 have gained from. your latar and
from your pamphlets of what is being done to spread the
go has deeply impressed me.”
¥ =

Crar co-worker in Vienna and member of the Cormmittee
of the Union, Mr Pavios {iznnelia, is the Viee-Prosident
of the League of Austrian Land Reformers, The Prosident
s Mr Siesfried Sitte, the son of the well-known Caniilo
Sitte, the founder of the Town Planning movement. -T2
Austrian League is determined tio keep on the sound lines
of land value taxation as hi by Henry Ceorge. Lasb’
year Mr Hitte, by invitation, addressed the * Free German
Academy of Town Planning” where, with great gucc:ss,
he explained our prineiple and policy to an audience cum-
posed of elements thab had not been too friendly so far.
In rocent correspondencs Mr (iisnnelia bas reported the
work of the Augtrian League, menkioning algo the activilies
of Mr Serebrenik (the author of The Eronomic Problem in
Ajriculiure—an exposition of land value taxation) and
Mossrs Barbak, Schneider and ®Knab., These friends, with

‘Mr Sitts and Mr Gianneiis Wimself, were prosent and spoke

to good yurposs at the 1926 Housing and Town Planaing
Conference, held in Vienna.

Tn an arbicle on Agricultural Depression in France,
the Times, 18th November, after rernarking that the
first main cause of the depression is reduced prices,
says : * The second of the farmers’ troubles is taxation.
Tts application to agriculture nowadays is admittedly
unjust. It is based on a register of land values which
is incorrect and out of dato. So long as the rate of
taxation was comparativoly light, nobody troubled
very much about the matter; but the successive
increases of the last year or two bave aggravated the
injustice and made it in some cages intolerable.”’

““ The tegister of land values” in France, besided
heing incorrect and out of date, is anything but a
valuation of land apart from improvements. French
peasants could learn & lesson from the wisdom of the
Danish peasants, especially the class of amall peasants
who in their associations of 20,000 members or raore
stand steadfastly for land value taxation and froe trade,
and have done much to get a beginning made W ith the
land value policy in their country.

e # *

A South London site oscupied by 140 allotments is
to be devoted to dog-racing. If any thoroughgoing
pessimist should be.in nead of a text, this will perhaps
do—Observer (London), 27th November,

# * ®

« Black Hawk” gquoted by Carl Sanburg in his
Prairie  Years of Abvaham Lincoln. “My reason
teaches me that land canmnob be sold. The Greab
Spirit gave it to his children to live upon. So long 238
they occupy and cultivate it they have a right to the
soil. Nothing can be sold but guch things as can be
carried away.” Vol I, p. 151

«LAND VALUE TAXATION IN
PRACTICE”
“The Story of New Houth Wales and Sydney
By Alderinan J. R. FIRTH

12 pp- From our Gffices.

Price One Penny.
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PALESTINE
The Zionist Movement and Land Tenure

In an informing article in the Jewish Guardian of
14th Ociobor. My Jilias M. Epstein (J) erusalern), reporting
an address he delivered reconils at the North Londosn
fiberal Synagozue, writes

“I wisk to speak here of the agricultural settlement
which constitutes the basis of Ziomist colonization
activity. There ne man car say of his land, ¢ T own it
£ shall do with i% ag I please ; leave it urrkiticd, rent

to another, or parcel and wubict it Owrership of the

ground is vested in the Koren K ayemeth, the land orgar,
of the Zionist Moveriens. The land jg piazed at the
disposal of qualified settlers on terms of hereditary
lease. on conditions having as their object the elimina.-
tion or mitigation of the social evils attached to private
property in land. In go far as it is available, land is
grantod to all it {or an agricuitaral Lif:, whether they
possess means of nob; Irespective of their class or
country of origin, or opinions.

. ““ The size of a farm is detorm:ined by a family’s normal
needs. Tt will not be larger than it can work itgelf,
o that thers is neither temjtaiion nor possibility o
lease surplus ground to another and profit from the
rent. Neither will it be smallcr than a family needs to
maintain ifself, to exclude the necessity of hiring
oneself oui to other farmers,

“ As scionce demohstrates how soil can be improved.
and its yield intensified, the unit of acres per farm can be
reduced and room made for fresh settlers. On the other
tand, harmful growth of lairge estates by combination
of farms through gift or interitance is checked. This
oxperiment is still young—the oldest of these villages
i barely twenty years old—but provision is made for
she passing of a holding to the heirs or legatees of the
iossee, In the absence of whom it would be velet to
another family. Thus the normal advantages of land
ownership—those which redound to the benefit of the
sommunity—are retained, while its abuses are obviated,

“The tenant farmer of national land . . . is not
cestricted in the use of his land. He builds up his home
and tills his fields as his personal instincts and capability
may dictate, There is no cramping of individuality,
which finds expression in one case by a luxuriant lower-
garden ; in another by specialization in prize poulizy;
m a third, by kigh-grade dairy products ; and a fourth,
special fruit trees. '

“ As long as he reconciles his interest in it with the
general interest, a farmer is master of his own holding ;
he would find himself restricted only when contemplating
its abuge. If he wishes to swrender his farm af any
time, he 1s to be compensated for all he has invested in it.

“ Moreover, in so far as there accrues an increased
value of the land (as a result not of the expenditure oi
the settler, but of public development works), that
ierease accrues to the community. The low- rental
for the ground charged by the National Fund is on a
2 per cent basis of the value of the land, and this is to
be ascertained at rogular intervals, so that when the
";-';:,t.h_.[e‘ inereases, the rent paid to the public authority
riges In proportion.

** dnthese settlements there can be no harmful exploita-
tion of the land ; no speculation ; no forcing up of rents ;
a0 battcning on the toil of othirs by those with astute
brains ; there can be no harmful exploitation of the
individual, If a dissster ocours 50 one family, the loss
i+ shared by all, as some time a0 oceurred, when a fire
desiroyed the harvest of six ncighbouring farmers in
Nalwlal. It is not surprising that wmutual help is
developed into a systera— each volunteers a day’s labour

- —the old forms i our religion. But have we sid

for a sick member of the village, or ench londs 5 home
for so many days if another’s animal is hint,  And ihis
willingness to sharc each other’s burdeas—not, be i
noted, in a spirit of charity from the wealiby o the
needy, hut, as fellow-imen, in a spirit of real comradeship
—is not affected by the inevitable differences that avise
betweéen them because one ploughs better, ancther one
has the help of his children, or the parents of anothor
burden his domestic budget. _

“ Centuries ago, the Jewish prophets {(who were alsn
peasants) thunderod against social unrighteounsness,
against ‘ the laying of field to field,” against the wiie :
oppressing the weak by holding in his hands the means
whereby his fellow lived.

“ We have oeascd to bring burnt offerings to the ey |
we have abandoned-- each of us in less or greater dogres
sl
tuted for them ths ‘ good heart ’ and humblensss that
Micah cried for? #a that country, where prophecy
attained sublime Leights, men and women have ruoioed
oub of their hearts the arrogance of selfishnoss, have
cheerfully accepied, nay, Insisted upon, a hfe of {
opportunity to all, erual enjoyment of nature’s hiossing: .
and a common share of life’s mishaps., Upeon the soil
of the Land of Lsrael, Jews have again set up the banner
of social justice,” o

ARGENTINA

M, J. 8. writes ;-

LBeviste del Imypuesto Unico (Defensa 553, Bucnos
Alres) for August, 1927 has good news of a series of
public debates aryanged by the Argentina E :
Esmeralda 91. A healthy administration is rofe
to in the opening of the free gold market, snd of
registance to a policy of spoliation in the it
territories. Two specially useful articles are from
Tomas Galli on #he Function of Capital, and by Lauis
Denegri, who deals faithfully with pronouncemenis Ly
Dr Dickmann, the Argentine Philip Snowden.

The Iaberction of ihe Land, by “Candido Femwenr
& pen-name of a distinguished Professor of Ptnenos
Aires University, is reviewed as a valuable new von.
tribution to Georgeist literature : as is The Iistribation
of the Land, by cur zood fiiend Comm. Luvigi Kamba,
which is calculated to be of much value noi ouly in
Italy but among the large Italian population in Houth
America. '

* 0

It is tragic to read the flattened report of Laowd
Farrer’s speech on 20th October as Chairmian of the
Cérdoba Central Hailway. This man, bearing the name
of a great economist, says merely that (ihe 3tate and)
his Railway “turned the corner” in 1923 and now
the only serious #rouble is the constant rige in wagzes,
coinciding with resumption of reasonable dividends
Such a man might becomingly acknowled ge the aid of

& 7 per mille land value tax in the rural areas of the
State served, of » 5 per mille land value rate in the
City of Cérdoba, ui the abolition of upward Emit in
eivic land value rating in Cérdoba, State, and Han fasn
State adjacent ; even of the efficient State Valuation
now organized by Dr Angel Céreano, the Ciovernor.
Had the Single Trx iegislation failed in practice in any
detail how the ““ (itv ” would have gloated |  fu:i as
it succeeds the conspiracy of silence in only breken 4o
refer to the contemporancous benefit as ““ tining 1

T
corner.”  Not that Fhysiocrats need his evidonoe,

A Free Copy of “Land & Liberty ”* is an
Invitation to become = Subseriber. Monihiy
3d.; by Post 4s. ber Anpum.
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NOTES AND NEWS
T4 was anpouwnced on L5th Novomber that the trustecs
of the Tarl of Derby have sold by private treaty to
Mr Phitip B Hill & portion of Lord Durliy’s extensive
estales consisting of freehold ground renis gecured
upon 22,000 houses situate i the ity of Liverpool and
Footle sod the townships of Hirkdale and Walbon.
Lord Derby retains the manorial rights and gifts of
Livings. The purchase price is ap prosimately £1,750,000.
# ®
Tn a note upon ihis tremendous = rake off 7 from the

value given to the land by the growth of a thriving -

community, the Manchester Guardian gives the informa-
tion that Lord Derby owned almost the whole of Bootle,
excepting the land oceupisd by the docks. The manor
came into the possession of the family in the eighteenth
century. 1o 1847 the then Baxl of rrby sold a large
iract of the foreshore-—seme 270,000 square yards—to
the Dock Trust for £50.000. The transfer resulted in
the construction of the North Docks and the building
of the town of Bootle, which, virtuzliy in a single life--
time, rose trom a little seaside place mto a county
borough of more than 30,000 inhabitants.

R :

The Liverpool City Council, at its mecting on 26th
Oetober, decided to lease a site in Parker Street
comprising 617 square yards for ninety-nine years,
the price being £250 per square vard commubed
into 2 ground rent at the rate of 4 per cent per anopum.
A peppercorn rent is charged for the first two years
apd thereafter the full rent (£7,32%) is to be paid. One
of the condilions is the erection of a building costing
about L60,006,

Tn a letber to the Liverpool FPost of 4th November
voferring to this transaction, My 1. J. McManus poizts
out that while the selling or murket value of the sito
s ahout £154.000, the building to be erected therson
will sost about £60,000. . Thig iz but another instance
of the greater value of central sites than of the Jarge
buiidings erected upon them. It throws into relict the
fact, too long folerated, that the owner of a ciby site
can obtain more for giving permission to use it than is
veceived by all the employers and workmen engaged in
the making of the building.” :

* * _

An editorial notein the Liverpoof Post gives some other
figures of land values in that city-£ %30 per square yard
cently paid by the Corporation for the opposite corner
of Parker Strect ; £317 per square vard for a plot atb the
corner of Chureh Street and Tarleton Strset in 1924 ;
and £315 per square yard for a site in Church Stroet and
Williamson Sty These prices are ocquivalent re-
spectively to 14 ¥7. 300 per acre, £1,5%4,280 per acre
and £1.524 280 per acre. In 1924 the Midland Bank
paid £283 per square yard for a site in Old Hall Street
vonverted into terms of frechold.  This is at the rate of

11,369,720 per acre.
" & #:
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Capability is reflected in every
detail of the ACME. Its soft,
pure rubber rollers, which will
not damage even a fastener if
put through flat; its galvanised
iron frame, rustproof and strong ;
its efficient, smooth  running
mechanism—these are but some

of the advantages combined in

the ACME VVringer.
The ACME will wring dry the heaviest

blanket as easily as it does the finest
lingerie. It can even be used as a
mangle—and it does the job well, too.
A reversible mangling board is specially
fitted to the 16 inch model. '

There are no wet floors with an” ACME
—the reversible plug allows the water to be
drained off from either side of the water
tight compartment fitted under the rollers,

The ACME will lagt a liferime, is guaranteed for five
years, and the 16 inch model costs but 43/, ar your
ironmengers, hardwere dealers or farnishing store.  f
you have difficulty in obtaining, write to-day for
FREE Bocklet.

JGinch
4%/~

COMPLETE WITH
HANGLING
BOARD

- Jcinch

39~

WETHOUT
MANGLING
SUARD

“ TIpless social reform develops a yreater semse of
individunl responsibilibty and brings forth greater
individual eo-operation our social reform measures will
never csbablish a co-operative commonwealth, but will
establish a pauper State,” said Mr Philip Snowden,
M.P,, addressing the men’s mocting ab ‘Whitefield's
Pabernaele, London, yvesterday.—@asgow Herald, 28th
Novembor.

Wrings the heaviest blanket dry

At
THE ACME MAaNUFACTL

el guirarleed by

Nix CO.. DAVID STREET, GLASGOW, 5.5
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