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Italy and Abyssinia

The attitude of the Ttalian Government is based upon.
an alleged right to expansion. Mr Mussolini, In effect,
complains that the other great powers have appropriated
vast colonial tervitories and now it ks the turn of Italy.
Our Foreign Minister, Sir “amuel Hoare, virtoally
accopts this claim, although he shudders a6 the brutality
with which it is expressed.

None of them pauses to think, least of all the recruits
who respond to the Ttalian Dictator’s appsal to patriotism,
that if this adventure succeeded no benefit o Ttaly
would result. As in all other cases hitherto, the con-
quered territory would belong not to the Italian people
as 2 whole bub to a small minority of landowners. It
cannot be expected that nations which are not prépared
to deal with land moncpoly at home will introduce new
principles in their colonies. .

Who owns the Raw Materials?
My Lansbury in a recent speech (13th July) said :—
“ The main causes of war are economic. To-day
it is & scramble for raw material ; for markets, which

Sir Samuel Hoare called expansion. Japan, Ger-

many, ltaly all clamour for a place in the sun. We

Socialists declave there is room for everybody, and

our demand is that before it is too late our nation

shall give the lead to the world. ' .

“We must summon a new world economic con-
ference for one purpose only—to discuss and organize
plans for a sharing out of raw material, for filling up
the wide open, uninhabited spaces of the world, and
by co-operation to discover how best we can distri-
bute the tremendous wealth which the world of
man is able to produce.”

The Isader of the Labour Party also forgets that his
Ficonomic Lengne of Nations will achieve nothing so long
as the land is monopolized by a few. Those who own
the and own the vaw materials, and it is nonsense to
imagine any kind of league of nations altering that fact.
1t is something which has to be changed by the internal
legislation of individual nations.

The One Road {0 Feace : :

The financial pages of the newspapers were nothing
bat & record of an cut-of-date speculative gamble in
raw materials—pepper pools, tin pools and suchlike.
If there wag one road to world peace it was for the
Qates of the world to internationalize raw materials
and to allow every nation to have free access to them
Ly purchase and not by conguest.—Mr Ernest Bevin
at the Transport Workers™ Conference, Douglas, 1.0.M.,
and July.

This is saying much tho same as Mr Lansbury said.
But Mr Bevin, like Mr Lanshury, ignores the fact that
it is the monopoly ownership of natural resources in
each country which causes the distress in that country.,
It is a rigmarole to talk of internationalizing raw mate-
riale and of allowing * nations 7 to have free access to
them, for how could the coal deposits in Wales {say)
or the waterfalls of Novrway or the wheat lands of
Canada or the cattle ranches of Argentina be inter-

in each other's products, it will be said, That is true,
but there cannot he that free trade and the real sharing
of nations’ bountics it private monopolists continue to
taketribute beforethe producercan exchange snything.

Mr Bevin is intellectuaily lazy. He runs away from
considering the causes of poverty at home. Petly
pepper and tin pools are nothing by comparison with
the private traffic in land values which precedes and
succeeds every single industrial or housing develop-
ment throughout the country. When Labour leaders
will take up this question, the exaction of rent for
Pritish natural resources by British landowners froin
Dritish inhabitants, and ask a British Government 0.
do something about it, their Conferences will be fess like
pleasant Sunday afternoon conventions praying for
the moon. The one road to world peace is the better
distribution of wealth and opportunity of all the people
at home and in their homes, the peaccful mind secure
from the terrors of unemployment, the certainty of a
Hvelihood at a wage that gives a full living. In these
conditions, peaceful industry will be the greatest
adventure human kind ever undertook, and the war
mind will at Jast be utterly destroyed.

To Co-operators

The Secretary of the National Guild of Co-operators,
writing in the Co-operative News of 20th July, says —

Take quotas, marketing boards, ete. All these are
virtually Protection or Tariff Reform as we used to
call it, and T thoroughly recommend to anyone who
wants to take part in discussions on guotas, marketing
schemes, protection, or taril reform wersus free trade,
to vead Protection or Free Trade, by Henry George.
Tt is many years since Henry George wrote his Progress
and Poverty, but the Henry George Foundation have
issued a new and revised abridged edition, which is well
printed and bound in paper covers, ab 6d. - Over two

Juillion copies of the book have been sold, bui it would

bo well if this had been twenty millions if the people
wish to free themsclves from the entanglement of
“ Protection for the profit of the few.” This book
would make excellent reading for a branch, and be a
fine method of developing spoakers. Copies can be
obtained from the United Committee for the Taxation
of Land Values, Ltd., 94 Petty France, London, S.W.1.

Sharing Employment

During the past month the annual conferences of some
of the most important trade unions have been held.
The National Union of Railwaymen at Hastings on 2nd
July passed & resolution declaring that the State should
guarantee work or full maintenance for all its citizens
and affirming its belief in a shorter working week without
reduction of pay, adequate pensions at an earlier retiring
age, and Taising of the school leaving age.

On the previons day the president of the Transport:
and General Workers’ Union in his address to the con-
ference of that body made s similar demand.

There was no reason to deny a much better standard
of maintenance for the unemployed, more rational
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organization of the hours of labour, the development

of & new conception of leisure, prevention of the

exploftation of young people by raising the school-
leaving age, and the giving of adequate security by
means of pensions.

The president of the Miners’ Federation at its annual
meeting on 15th July suggested a three-point programme
of measures to relieve the immediate sitnation, 1. A
national scheme of pensions for the older men. 2.
Raising of the age of entry into the pits and raising the
school-leaving age. 3. A reduction in daily and weekly
hours of work.

Mr Arthur Greenwood in moving a vote of censure
on the Government for its failure to cope with the
problem of unemployment on 9th July expressed the
same view :— .

“We had got to abolish poverty amidst plenty and
translate unemployment inte a new leisure for the
people. That could be done only by reducing our
mobilized labour army in strength and by shortening
the working day and the working week.

 The school-leaving age should be raised, and it might
be necessary to have a lower pension age.”

Mr P. Maleolm Stewart in his first report as Com-
misgioner for the Depressed (or, as they are officially
known, Special) Areas says much the same. All boys
and girls should be taken out of industry up to the age
of 16, except boys who are under a definite indenture
of apprenticeship and girls nrgently needed at home.
There should be an addition to the contributory pensions
scheme to provide a pension payable at 65 of such a
figure as wonld make retirement at that age possible
without dependence on other resources. He did not
consider shorter hours practicable in industry generally,
but in suitable industries the Government shouwld offer
a tapering subsidy for three years to meet » portion of
the cost of reducing hours without reducing wages.

Scheolchildren, Pensioners and the Workers

This is a remarkable volume of testimony in face of
which 1t seems almost impertinent to ask: How can
it be done ? What would be the resulbs ?

One idea which evidently underlics these proposals
is that if a sufficient number of young and old pecple
can be taken out of industry there would be no unem-
ployed labour and that the workers would then be able
to demand and obtain higher wages. Another view
which also found expression was that there was an undis-
tributed surping of wealth available for these purposes.
The railwaymen’s president, for instance, said that in
his view there was too much production. The ware-
houses were full : nature in its bounty provided food
in excess.

The latter view need not detain us although we do not
agree that there is too much production, or that there is

sufficient existing wealth to provide for the needs of
the population on even a very modest basis. Hven if
there were a surplus, the fact remains that it is owned
by some persons. The bottom question is, what deter-
mines the ownership of the wealth which is produced ?
why do some get much and others little ?

If a sufficient number of persons are to be taken out
of industry to enable all the unemployed to be absorbed,
those who are taken out must be maintained. If they
are maintained no better than the unemployed are now
maintained, the problem is not soived. There is merely
a change in the individuals who now receive what is
distributed in unemployment benefit or poor relief.
On the average no one is better off.

Endowed Leisure at Whose Cost P

Evidently it is contemplated that the persons taken
out of industry shall be better off than the unem- -
ployed. The source from which their maintenance is o
come must be some form of taxation. If that taxation
is levied in ways which dirsetly or indirectly add to
prices as 5o much of our present taxation is levied, the
mass of the working population will pay in a reduction
of the purchasing power of their wages, and nothing
will have been achieved. '

It may be thought, however, that with the removal
of a large noaber of people out of industry it will be
easy for workers to secure higher wages. The firsi
point to be noted bere is that there is nothing in these
sroprosals which will add to the total production of
wealth, If more wealth is to be produced, more land
must be used. but the situation with regard to land is
Ieft untouched.

A Vicious Circle and the Alternative

Moreover, the wages of labour are ultimately deter-
mined by the terms upon which labour ean -obtain
access to land. Wages are determined by the earninga
of the marginal producer. It may be said that the
workers will force the capitalists to pay them higher
wages, but an increase in wages under existing con-
ditions is quite sufficient to force the marginal capitalist .
out of business and thereby unload on to the labour
market a fresh body of unemployed men. The vicious
circle will begin once more,

The plan which is proposed in the declarations we have
referred to could only work if the maintenance of the
people to be taken out of industry were obtained by a
tax on land walues, first because such a tax could not
be shifted on to wages by a rize in prices, secondly
because only in that way can land be forced into use
and the conditions of the marginal producer .(which
determine wages) improved,

We commend this view fo the earnest consideration
of those who are anxious, as we are, t0 see wages raised
and wnemployment abolished.

The Eeal Cause of Low Wages

What strikes one in reading the disenssions at which
these declarations are made is that no attempt iy made
to explain the cause of low wages and unemployment.
Sometimes it is alleged to be due to the “ capitalist
system,” but this is one of those catch-phrases which
explains nothing.

The remedies proposed indicate that their advocates
are obsessed by a modern variant of the wage fund
theory. Instead of postulating that there is a limited
fund from which wages are to be drawn, they implicitly
postulate that there is a limited amount of work”
available, and therefore the only thing to do is to
redistribute it.

There is cerfainly no limit to men’s desires, and the

means of producing wealth are being improved day by
day. The real limitation is that of access to the land,

.ifrom which only wealth can be produced.

The maldistribution of wealth is due to the same
cause. The toll which has to be paid by the many
to the few for leave to make use of the earth is the
primary cause why most are impoverished and s small
minority inordinately rich. If those who held the natural
resources of the eountry had to pay a rent fo the com-
munity for them, the main cause of unequal distribution
of wealth would disappear and with it the cbstacle
“which debars men from employment,
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Rent and Hutrilion in Wales
study of the physie&l condition of children betwesn
tﬂhf ges of 3 and 5 in schools in Cardiff and Rhondda,
by Dr A. G. Watkins appeared in the British M edical
Journal of 22nd June. The investigation showed that
in Cordiff 16'8 per cent and in Rhondda 83 per cent
of the children examined were in poor physical con-
dition. The result is at first sight surprising, as Rhondda
is classed as a depressed area and a much larger pro-
portion of the children belonged to unemployed families.
The particulars of the economic conditions, however,
disclose that, after deducting rent and rates, the income
per person per week among employed families was nearly
equal in Rhondda and in Cardiff and that among the
unemployed families the amount left after paying rent
and rates was markedly higher in the * distressed area.’
Dr Watking also remarks that during the whele of the
pre-school period the Rhondda authorities grant free
milk through their clinics, whereas in Cardiff this ceases
after one year of age.  He also observes that Ihondda
is hilly and bracing while Cardiff is flat and enervating,

In Wanchester

Another investigation of the effect of high rents ia
confained in the report of the Hulme (Manchester)
Clearance Advisory Committee (Manchester Evening
News, 166h July). The Committee state that 798
familics have been removed from the clearance area to
muricipal housing estates. The report says that owing
to higher rents and cost of travelling some families have
been reduced to a bare subsistence standard. The level
of comfort, apart from the better housing, is distinetly
lower than when people lived in Hulme.

* Beveral families complain of the heavy expense of
living on the new ecstate. We were struck by the
poverty-stricken and bare appearance of the majority
of the houses. Most of the people do not seem to wish
to return to Hulme.

* The Corporation has probably succeeded in a unique
degree in transplanting a large proportion of the
inhabitants of a clearance area and apparently inducing
them to settle down. If, however, it is going to con-
demn them to a lower standard of living the value
of this accomplishment is very doubtful. .

“The only satisfactory form of compulsory removal
is one in which rents are not merely as low as those
previously paid, but actually sufficiently lower to com-
pensate for increased cost of travelling.”

This Manchester inquiry is in line with the results of
similar inquiries carried out by Dr MecGonigle, the
Medical Officer of Stockton-on-Tees, and Dr E. K.
Macdonald, the Medical Officer of Stockport (see Land
& Iaberty, May-June, 1933, p. 216, and November,
1933, ». 304).

The Land Boom

One of the biggest boorss in the history of the property
market, says the Deily Herold (17th July), has been
areated by the momting total of idle money which
cannot find ewployment w industry.

Messrs John 1. Wood and Uo., the London surveyors
and estate agents, publicly advertised vesterday that
they were xrm!«mzr suitable property for the investment
00,000 of Celientsy’ funds—a sum believed to be
greater than hag ever before bee i offered by one firm.

A few months age another London sstate ag
Messrs Enight, i‘mnh and Rutley, siruilardy ady
that it had more than £2,500,000 available for mw\tw
ment, while other London tirms are so arching for proper-
ties in which millions can be utilised either as mortgages
or for outright purchase. '

In addimm, during the fiest half of this year 662
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pmpntv companies, with a capital of £8,470,581, have
been registered at Somerset House

i)umlg the few weels four fs?;;_i.ite, and develop-
ment companies alone have issaed vew shares smounting
to more than £2 256 000, -

Agriculfrral Land also

Attention has also been called to this in the Manchester
Guardian (Commercial Supplement, 5th July), which
says —

Trusts and public companics are very bugy just now
buying up real property, both at auction and by privale
contract. This, of course, hampers the small investor
and speculator, but it does not. me an any cessabion of
their activities, as they never kuow whon sowething
enticing will come within their grasp at an ancticn sale.
But what i3 of more importance to the nation as a whole
is the increased demand for agriculbural land. Farms
have been selling readily at anything from £20 to £40
an acre, and in one instance an offer of £11 400 for a
farm of 227 acres was refuged ! Since agricuitural land
is more likely to rise in value than to fall, there is no
big risk involved in acquiring it, providing the peice is
reasonable, And it is well to remember that in these
days of rapidly changing cusboms and ideas & hundred
acres or 80 mMay be required any time at short novics for
an asrodrome or aireraft factory.

HENRY GEORGE
COMMEMORATION DINNER

London, 17th September

Prelimingry Announcement, Arrangements are being
made for the ninety-sixth anniversary of the bivth of
Henry George (born on 2nd September, 1838) to be
eclebrated by a Commemoration Dinper in the St
Ermin’s Restaurant, Westiinster, on Tusesday, the 17th
September, organized by the International Union for
Land Value Taxation and Free Trade. Mr Charles E.
Crompton, Chairman of the Exeeutive of the Union,
will preside and it is expected that & number of guests
from overseas will be present, including Me I, Tolke
from Denmark.

Dinner tickets 5s. each. Further particnlars will be
given in our next issue. Meanwhile a cordial invitation
is extended to all, and readers of Lond & Libariy resident
in Tondon or who can he in Londou on that dale ave
agked to join in securing sucocess for the gvent.

The books published by the Henry George Foundotion
have been praised for their prowt, binding and other
tests of good production, irrespective of the reading
matler they contain. We are assured il wounld e
difficult to find angthing in lhe book trad af equ (xl
excellence af the prices.  When orderin a0
you are making an acc ('piﬁbip present) buar i mmd
the following ** gift book 7 edifions :

PROGRESS AND FPovenry in ved rewine, 23 in
superior greem rexine, 3s.; both with gili top and
ribbon  book-marker. Bocian  Promoeus dn rod
rexine, 2s. Turp Cowprrms or Lapour in red
rexine, 2. Tup Herpwer oy Porrrican Eoovomy
in green rexine, 43, GeEms wnowm HEsky GRORCE
i superior cloth, s

I ved cloth, the first three of these books wi 1s. ench ;
THE ScEncE oF Pouirican BoowoMmy, 2a 6d.

Prorsoron on Fren Tweabn, ootk ls.; paper
8d, Gess vrom Hpnpy Geosen, puaper
& Al prices post free,
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MR LLOYD GEORGE AND OTHERS

it is not from the produce of the past that rent is
drawn; it is from the produce of the presené. It is a
toll lovied upon labour constantly and continuously.
Every blow of the hammer, overy stroke of the pick,
every thrust of the shuttle, every throb of the steam
engine, pay it tributo,—HENRY ((ZORGE.

The final version of Mr Lloyd George’ g “ New Deal,”
now published* adds little to what was made known
in his speeches last winter. There are a few lines in
which the problem is very well stated. ‘° We are faced
with a sitnation in which, if it is allowed to continue
unchanged, we shall always have 16 per cent, or, say,
one in six, of the available workers of the eountry
standing idle. On the other hand, we have a country
whose resources and opportunitics are not wholly
utilized and developed.”

Mr Uloyd George rightly says : © That is the core of
the ptobiem 7 But the conscyuences aie nob con-
sighently worked oub, nor are the causes even stated
much less examined. The cardinal error will be found
in the following passage : * The basic principle of our
present sysbom is that the yearty income of the nation
passes bo i citizens az paymonts carned by them through
their labour or through the serviees vendered by their
capital.”  Thers iz no mention here of that very large
pertion: of the national production which passes to the
cwners of land, not in exchange for any service rendered

by them, but in return for [;(3.i.1.¥llbbi()}1 to make use of

the natural resouraes. Why s it that those resources
“are not. wholly wiilized and developed 77 No ex-
planation is vouchsafed.

Mr Lloyd George quoetes with spproval the statement
by Mr Butler, Director of the International Labowr
Office, that the great bulk of national produstion must
find its outlet in the home market—in cther words, must
be bought by the people of the country, the great
toajority of whom are wage and salary earners.”
these persons are to be Lurchar,ers, they must also be
produvers of articles Whlch they can exchangs for what
they desire to purchase. So we come back once more
to the problem of idle natural resources of which no
explanation is anywhere to be found in this document.

In the section dealing with housing and reglonal
planmn’* the memorandum says that although the
finaneial responsibility would be large * the . (lvazltat‘es
due to inereased efficiency and improved oonditions,
both for living and working, would be commensurately
great””. Mr Iloyd George goes on to say that these
advantages cannot be traced to and recovered from
each person who benefits by the saving of time and
(*xlmtzmmn, and that this justifies the hm;mfr of some

* Of'gamzmg Prosperity. Ivor thoison é., Watson,

Lid., 6d.

If

part of the cost by the public. Nevertheless, the Iand-
lords will soon diseover and competition will assess in
higher rents and land values the advantages of public
unprovements

The report continues: °° But this cost might be
recouped if steps were taken to secure for the public a
fair share of the betterment values which such develop-
ments would create. It is well known that immense
new values are created when new transport facilities
cpen up an area for housing development. Round
(Holders Green and Edgware vast fortunes were made
for landownmers and land speculators by the advent of
the Tube—fortunes which paid no tribufe at all towards
the cost of the transport services which gave rise to them.
1t has been estimated by competent authority that the
i1creased land values created by the construction of the
Watford By-pass Boad were sufficient to pay the cost
of s wnstruo ion twenty times over. Had these
enormous valuss accerued to the publie, transport
facilities might have been extended and cheapened, and
there would have been a handsome surplus avai ilable
for the provision of open spaces and other improve-
ments.”

Then follows the only recomipendation in the book
relating to land values, = Without entering nto con-
troversy as to the precise methods to be adopted, i
may be Iaid down as axiomatic that steps should be
taken, sither by land purchase, by taxation, by better-
ment levies or otherwi 130, to secure from the inereased
Tand values created by development schemes a fund
which, as has already been pointed out in the Golders
Clreen cases, would not only suffice fo recoup the original
outlay and furnish compensation in respect to the
sterifzation of land for open spaces and other am?niby
purposes, bub to improve and cheapen transpors.”

‘This statement suffers from two defects. Tirst, it
indicates that the only problem is to take increased
land values in order to pay part or all of the cost of
public improvements. It confains no recognition of
the hwlldlCdr") which. all enterprises, private and public,
suffer in th(, exorbitant prices which are asked for land
before they can have a chance of beginning. The price
is already loaded against the land user befere the work
begins. The Lmdowner does not wait for o higher prics
unitil the improvement is effected.

Second, the remedies proposed are both inadeguate
and inconsistent. Betterment, though attractive at
first glance, is unworkable in practice. Land purchase
is not a means of recouping the publie, but a means of
safeguarding the landlevd.  As already remarked, the
price which s asked for land usually anticipates future
advantages for & long way ahead. If the Jandlord is
bought out, he is made certain of his gain immediately
instead of havi ing to wait and possibly realize it piece-

meal. The olex workable means of recouping the
pubiic is by {axation, provided that such taxation is
applied to all land values and not merely to increments.
The experience of Mr Lloyd George’s own legislation
in 1809 proves bow ineffective and cumbrous increment
taxation is. Morsover, the whole value of land is an
increment, and the value of jand reflects the future
rents which may be deawn from it. Increment taxation
is bound to start from a datum line which has already
discounted future increments. Most important of all,
it is ondy by the steady pressure of rates and taxes levied
upon the full value of land that we can be certain of
forcing unused land into use.

It is interesting to observe that almost at the same
time as Mr Lloyd George’s scheme was published there
appeared a similar but more elaborate statement
under the auspices of a large number of persons prominent
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in varions walks of life ®

raents are in mapy ways similar.  In particular reference
is made to the inereases in land value due to the building
of vonds and vther public works. It is proposed that

the Boud find should be largely financed by “a fax
imyposed on property values enhanced by public action ™
{p. 48). And at a Jater point, discussing the sources
from: which should come the revenues necessary to carry
out the many schemes which they envisage, the authors
say: ““One obvious source . . . is the increment in
land values which accrues to the owner, entirely un-
sarned, through public poliey in developing a district,
building roads or railwaeys, or in other wayz. We
recommend that measures should be taken, whether by
means of previous purchase or by taxation, to secure
for the public revenue such increments of value as are
due to public action’ (p. 207).

This,. if anything, brings out the inherent weakness
of such proposals still more clearly. ‘Who is going to
determine what part of the increment of land values
is due to public action, in the sense of action by the
State, and what part is due to the action of the com-
munity apart from the State. Land value is not all due
to State action ; it is in a very large measure due to the
very presence of population. Whichever of these
inextricably mixed sources is responsible, land value iz
rightfully due to the community, and not merely the
increment after any given date but the whole. '

As for securing increments of land values by land
purchase, both of these schemes involve proposals for
public works and other activities covering a very large
part of the country, and any attempt to purchase all
the land likely to benefit would involve purchasing the
major portion and the most valuable portion of the
British Isles.

HSpace will not permit us to follow the confroversy
between Mr Lloyd George and the Government. We
will only refer to the criticism that his agricultural
proposals would involve a great artificially created
increase in the price of food. It is a curious reproach
to come from an administration whose policy is based
upon doing that very thing, but it is a criticism to which
Mr Lloyd George has laid himself open both because of
his assumption that tariffs have come to stay and by his’
refusal to recognize that what is required for the salva.
tion of agriculture, as of other industries, is reduction
of rent.

Tt is here that both parties are ot one. They refuse
to see the toll which day after day is being taken from
the producers in rent. They refuse to see that the
high prices asked for land are preventing the use of
land. and holding men out of employment.

Let us supposs that all the schemes for spending public
money which are adumbrated in these two books were
carried out during the next five years. Let us assume
that during their progress there was a considerable
spurt in employment {an assumption which is open to
grave question, for they might merely involve the dis-
placement of resources from one purpose to another),
‘what would be the position in this country a few years
later 7 Would the problem of unemployment have been
peemanently solved, or would cur one in six of unem-
ploved sgain be present ?

Is it not frus that the only way in which all our
people can be kept permanently employed is in waking
the food, clothes, furniture, houses and other articles
which thev require for thetr doay-to-day use 7 Neither
of these programunes sheds any resd Hght wpon this
problem, and they camnot throw any light wpon it
heeanse they assurme that private monopely of land must

# Phe Nept MFve Yewre, Macmillan & Co. ba.
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The proposals in the two docu-
- the most thet can be done is oc

i1

remain for ever part of our economic system, and that
agionally to skim off »
Iittle of the enhanced land valses to pay for some
scheme of public works.  Sueh proposals are more than
a generation out of date.  Valuable time is being lost.
Tnemployment and poverty are crying out for a remedy,
and that remedy is not to be had without a thorough.
going recognition of the basic importance of man’s
relations to the earth. VOB D

LANDLORD RELIEF

Eh]

By ““ de-rating ” is meant the remission in whole or
in part of taxation levied by local authorities. It
means that yvou take rates off something or ciher, but
as revenue 18 still needed to pay the cost of public
serviees, this rate-relief must be offset by higher rates
or taxes levied on something else.

A wise measure of de-rating would be to take raies
off houses and other buildings and improvements, the
iocal revenues being obtained instead by rates levied
on the value of the land alone. This would be to put
no tax on any person’s industry while it would devote
to public uses a public value which to-day is going
wrongly into private pockets. Besides, the economie
effect would be to encourage the better use of land,
since the land value rate would be payable whether
the land was used or not, and houses and other im-
provements would be cheapened by being rate-free.

An iniquitous measure of de-rating would be the
remission of rates on land acd the imposition of heavier
taxation on trade or industry to make good the missing
reverme. That would enable landowrers to get higher
rents and prices, and consumers gencrally would be
sabjeet to new exactions in twe ways—more rent and
higher faxes adding to the cost of living.

The Conservative Government in 1929 chose $o indlict
on the community the latter kind of * de-rating”
with which they combined a first-claas racket in favour
of the owners of agricultural land cnd of land occupled
by buildings used for industrial (factory) purposes.
Rates on agricultural land in England and Wales
were abolished and in Scotland arc now payable on
only one-eighth of the anmual value, while industrial
properties in both countries were relicved by being rated
on a quarter of the annual vulue. The Tevenue thus
lost to the local authorities was made good by a petrol
tax. In effect the Government * shifted ™ £35,000,000
a year from real estate and placed it upon transport.
It was like making a eapital gift of £700,000,000 to the
land owners of the country and certainly to an incaleu-
lable degree it has hardened Pharaol’s hoart when-
ever land is wanted for industrial, farming ¢r housing
purposes. S

It is one of the reasoms why we are living in the
“ difficult times ” of which Me Baldwin spol

ke the other
day. No equal infamy has been perpetrated in British
history since Charles 11 was obliged to swrrender Crown
rights to the military tennges in exchange for customs
and excise. Bui when things like that are the achieve.
ments of the Parbiamentary system of which Mr Bald-
win boasted, the torch he would have us hold high s
as likely as not to produce another Reichstay fire and
) ee not only the Parliamentary system but
Hzation it is supposed to safeguard.
' AWM,

FORM OF BEQUEST
I bequeaih (free of duly) to the Uniisd Commitiee for
the Wazation of Land Values, Iimited, the sum of
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TOM L. JOHNSON’S GREAT FEAT |

How 1,200,000 copies of “Protection or
Free Trade” were circulated

“ Peterborough,” who writes the column “ London
Day by Day ™ in the Daily Telegraph, referred on the
15th June to Huey Long’s reading of the Bible o £l
up his 15} hours obstruciionist speech in the U.S.A.
Senate, and remarked how in the House of Representa-
tives it is possible to “read ” s whole book inic a
speech which can afterwards be circulated freely to
the speaker’s constituents. ** Peterborough ™ said that
a potable example of this use of a propagandist device
was when Hemry George’s book Progress and Poverly
wag thus distributed free by the * One Taxers,” as he
called them.

A letter was sent from 94 Petiy France and was
pablished putting ““ Peterborough 7 right. "The book so
circulated was not Progress and FPoverly but Profection
or Free Trade. The * debate * took place on 11th and
31st March and 6th and Sth April, 1892, and the incident
iz thus described in the Life of Henry (eorge -

“Under a ‘leave to print’ rule, members of the
House of Representatives had long been accustcmed
to publish gpeeches that limited time for debate pre-
vented them from delivering, or o publish extensive
supplementary printed matter to their delivéred

- ‘remarks.”’ But as the issue of the °Congressional
Record * was necessarily limited, members invariably
reprinted matter from the ‘ Record ’ to send to their
constituents or whoever else in the United States they
chose. 'This printing they themselves had to pay for ;
but they had the privilege of sending out such matter
free through the mails, under the °franking privilege.’
It was a time-honoured custom for members in this
way to send a great quantity of reprinted © Congressional
Record * matter into their districts, especially preceding
Congressional or Presidential elections.” )

“ Acting wpon this “leave to print’ privilege, Tom
L. Johnson, with Mr George’s hearty approval, divided
Protection or Free Trads between himself and five
other Congressmen, nawely, William J. Stope of Ken-
tiucky, Joseph E. Washington of Tennecssee, John W.
Fithian of Hlinois, Thomas Bowman of Towa and Jerry
Simpson of Kawvsas. KEach man on a separate day
introduced his section of the book as a "part of his
remarks ” in the tanifl debate, The Republican minerity
beheld this performance with astonishment. . . . The
Republican press all over the country took up and
mereased the cutceries of the Republican Congressmen,
with the misrepresentation, perhaps unintentional, that
the work was being printed at the public expense . . .
the entire country was for the time turned into debating
clubs with Protection or Free Trade as the subject.
matter. Nothing could have better saited Mr Johnson’s

POVERTY AND PLENTY
‘The Pros and Cons of Social Credit

By W. R, Lester, M.A,

“Simply a Question of Tickets '—The A plus B
Theorem—Where are the Surplus Goods #--Saving
and Investment—What is Purchasing Power ?—Creat-
ing and Withdrawing Bank Loans—The Just Price--
The National IMvidend-—Unearned Increment—Dis-
tribution of Wealth--Caitural Heritage and Advance
of Reat—Purchasing Power and Economic Fresdom,

Price One Bhilling
THE HOGARTH PRESS
From any Bookseller or from our Offices.

purpose. He had the book printed compactly in large
guantities at the rate of five-eighths of acent a copy. . . .
Many Congressmen sent large gquantities of the bhook
into their districts and Mr Jobmson himself sent two
hundred thousand copies into the State of Ohio. . . ,
In ali more than one milion two hundred thousand
copies of this edition were printed and distributed and
perhaps as much 23 two hundred thousand of a better,
two cent edition ; so that of this single book by Henry
George almost two million copies were printed within
less than eight years after being written—something
never approached by any other work in economie
literature save by the incomparable Progress and
Poverty which with ity many translations may have
exceeded that number of copies.”

It may interest some of our readers to see & specimen
of the edition that was so widely distributed under the
“leave to print.” We have a small stock available and
copies may be obtained price 3d. each on spplication
to our offices.

WHERE 1S SUTTON COMMON?

Writing in the Daily Hereld (15th July) on the growth
of Greater London in the neighbourhood of Sutton and
Epsom Mr Hannen Swaffer says —

Large fortunes have been made by all this land
development.

Jouncillor Walkden, who sits for Labour on the
Sutton and Cheam Councll, told me how, seven years
ago, their population was just 40,000. Now it is 78,000 !

Wallcden bas little liking, apparently, for the business
methods of the Church of England.

He lives at Sutton Common. ‘

“T wanted to find out where Sutton Common really
was,” he said, ““because it’s all houses everywhere
nOW.,

“ Sutton Council had no map that showed it. 'The
oldest one it had was dated 1815. That showed Thomas
Hatch ag the possessor of large parcels of land round
about where I live. There was no Sufton Commuon,
even in 1815!"

Ho Walkden had a search made at Somerset House,
and there it was discovered that between 1808 and 1815
the common land “ disappeared.” '

Thomas Hatch, the * ownmer ” of it, represented the
Church of England.

“We must assume that was ‘enclosed’ by the

Church ! said Walkden. .

Y Now, recently, in Sutton, the Ecclesiastical Com-
missioners have been selling part of this land at as much
as £1,500 an acre 177

Walkden, who was a greab firiend of Stephen Walsh,
added how Walsh delighted to quote at meetings the
old lines :—

They prosecule the man or woman who steals the goose
from off the common,

But let the greater felon lovse who steals the common
from the goose.

If you are bringing forward motions in the Reichstag
there i one which should not be forgotten, The State
lands are mostly Iet out to hig farmers; the smallest
portion of them is s0ld to peasants, whose holdings are,
however, so small that the new peasants have to resort
to working as day labourers on the big farms. The
demand should be made that the great demesnes which
are not yet broken wup should be lei out fo co-operative
societies of agricultural labourers for joint forming.—
Letter of Friederich Engels to August Bebel, 1834 (The
Correspondence of Marx and Engels, p. 434).
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THE POPULATION QUESTION

Dy Vere Pearson’s new book* deals exhaustively with
the causes that underlis the growth apd erratic distri-
bution of human population on the surface of the Globe.
The introductory and the succeeding chapber seem to
have been written around the idea that i3 central to the
doctrine of Professor J. 8. Haldane, that an organism
and its environment are one, and cammot properly be
thought of separately ; that their action and re-action
upon cach other are constant and intimate ; thaf, in
ghort, they mutually *condition’ each other. In
searching oub the influences that have determined the
migrations and local settlements of population Dr
Pearson brings to bear considerations of geographical
contours, climate, fertility of soil, water supply, means
of transport, primitive and modern systems of land
tennre, and finally Man himself, his mind, his primitive
impulses, his reflective faculty, his moral and ssthetic
senses, his gift of reagon-—all that part of him indeed
that is covered by the word Psychology. Thus, out of
the large store of information offered to us we can see
Man having his character shaped and moulded by
Circumstance, and in return gradually remoulding his
environment “ nearer to his heart’s desire.”

I% iz assuredly from no under-estimate of the value
of Dr Pearson’s voluminous statistics and comparisons,
taken from the public records of many countries, that
we are constrained to admit that our chief interest in
this book centres upon the obvious fact of his whole-
hearted devotion to the Gospel of Henry George. In
the course of a richly-informative survey of “ develop-
ments in Agrieulturs * and social conditions prevailing
in India, Africa, and the Far East, and occupying many
chapters, the author’s belief is evident that the move-
ments of population have not been what they ought to
Liave been or would have been had not a malign influ-
enco been at work deflecting these movements from
their proper direction. That influence he finds every-
where the same—the tendency of men in all ages and
at all degrees of intellectual culture to fence in portions
of the earth, and on the plea of ownership obstructing
the healthy and natural movements of the people.
Persons of a Theological cast of mind may perhaps
frace this tendency back to that ubiguitous poisoner of
the wells of Truth—the Devil ; for there seems no limit
to what cunning may achieve under existing conditions
in laying hold of mankind’s common heritage Tconomic
Rent, as i3 shown later in the chapter on “ Town and
{'onntry Planning.”

in the chapter headed  Rural Depopulation ™ and
m many of the foregoing pages the author sets forth
with greab lucidity the ease for a sane system of land
tenure, and exhibits the evils that still result, as in the
days of the Hebrew Prophets, from the “laying of field
to field so that the people have no room.” Among these
evils we deplore with Dr Pearson the decay of artistic
handicraft which inevitably follows from the com-
pulsory trek of the villager to the city factory ; bub the
faith persists in the minds of those who have discovered
the root-cause of rural depopulation, that, given the
light, work, ample leisure and sense of security that will
fall to each man’s lot when the social heritage is rescued
from the grip of monopoly, the artistic sense will revive,
the creative impulse reassert itself, and at last we shall
have * beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.”
Bat s a counterpoise to the tale of depopulated villages
and distressful conditions in other countries like our
own, it is cheering to read of Northern N igeria, of which

* The Growih and Distribution of Population. By 8. Vere

Pearson, M.D., M.A. George Allen and Unwin. 12s, 6d. net. -

it is said that its tranquillity and comimercial prosperity
are amazing. This fact, & very notable one in the
troubled world of to-day, is due to the fact that for
25 years neither landlords nor speculators nor tax-
collectors of the vulgar sort have disturbed the iran-
quillity or checked the prosperity. For why ? The
land of Northern Nigeria belongs to the poople of
Northern Nigeria, and the rent paid by its oecupiers
(revisable at intervals not exceeding seven years) is
applied fo the public services.

That the maldistribution of population results from
the existing fiscal system Dr Pearson has amply demon-
strated, but the title of the book includes a reference to
the Growth of population and we are not clear whether
he still fears that population will always tend to outrum
the means of subsistence, notwithstanding altered
conditions and the disappearance of poverty. Or (we
ask ourselves) does Dr Pearson believe with Herbert
Spencer that advancing civilization brings with it a
self-acting principle which slows down the rate of
increase in proportion as the civilizing forces become
effective ? This assumed automatic principle is ex-
pressed in the formula that  Individuation and
fecundity vary inversely ” and is illustrated by the
fact that if we begin our observations with a shoal of
herring where individuation is almost nil and fertility
very high; and work upwards in the evolutionary
soale, we find that with every advance in individuality
in the animal creation there comes a decrease in the
reproductive tendencies, Does this principle hold good
of mankind in society? Does the  development of
individuality that comes with education, culture, leisure
and economi¢ freedom, tend towards a mnatural, un-
conscious and effortless reduction in the number of
offspring ¢ If so, it surely brings a lively hope that
with the advent of equal opportunity and the spread
of culture with the development of personality that will
certainly follow, the ghost of Malthus will at last be
1aid.

The chapter on “Birth, Death and Marriage Rates”
will interest all who have a sense for statistics and
averages. For the ordinary man the interest will lie
chiefly with what Dr Pearson calls “ the differential
birth rate” as between the poor and the well-to-do.
It is, and ought fo be, distressing to be assured by the
figures given, that the majority of the next generation
(if existing condifions remainj will be born in slums,
denied the civilizing influences of education and eulture,
and exposed to the demoralizing tendencies of the worst
environment it is possible to imagine. Dr Pearson,
however, believes that the seopsitiveness of human
nature to the impact of favourable conditions is as keen
as its reaction to the unfavourable and will over-ride
inherited tendencies. He, therefore, entertains a
generous belief in “ the unbounded possibilities of im-
provement if equality of opportunity were opened up
for all classes.” .

The section which deals with sex-love and its corol-
laries opens the door upon a region into which even
angels may fear to tread. On one point, however, we
are again in complete agreement with Dr Pearson—
that economic factors are the chief causes of these
“ difficulties,” and that economic ills cannot be eured
by other than economic methods.

Limits of space forbid more than a reference to the
excellent chapters that follow, on Garden cities, Town
and country planning, Ground values and property
appraisals, ete. In all the instances given of the efforts
of public authorities and private bodies to beautify
towns or preserve country amenities, to facilitate
transport or to house the poorer classes, the sinister
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influence of unrestricted landownership is shown and
ilustrated by figuves. The lanfi-refolrm mo_vement is
indebted to De Pearson for having given this book to
the world, and Land & laberty will gratefully acknow-
ledge its value. © Arsx MACKENDRICE.

¥ * *

in his foreword Dr Pearson acknowledges the assis-
tance of the Rev. Mervyn Stewart, whose word after
reading the published book we also have and we guote
trom his commendation :—

“ Wor many vears the Georgist movement has been
ander increasing obligation to Dr Vere Pearson, but only
his clogest friends could have foreseen the result of his
meditation in a work as deep and broad as its title.
How humanity has or has not increased, why folk have
moved or not moved to attractive locations—this is
surely to state the Social Problem.

“ A vast pumber of admitted authorities are cited.
The first quarber, say six chapters, is a study of popula-
tion groups from early conditions, with special chaptoers
on Asia and Afriea which draw out the results of varying
svstems of land fenure. The duty of the Government
of every country is repeatedly stressed-—to collect all
the land value and expend it for common gocd with
beneficial effects on public health and prosperity. The
causes of the rises and falls in vital statistics, births,
marriages and deaths, are dealt with. _

“ Special consideration is given to Town Planning
and Qarden Cities and the last part discusses ground
values and property appraisals, traffic troubles, housing,
and emigration, with the physiocratic ideal of co-
operation in liberty for the future most powerfully
expressed. .

Tt is not easy for one who has contributed some
pebbles which a craftsman bas eut into jewels to assess
this work. Dr Pearson has givenr us 2 book indis-
pensable to our workers and breaking new ground.”

. PROPERTY

In hiy Public and Private Property® Mr John Z. White
deals with a subject which is a frequent source of con-
fusion to writers on economics. He points out that
“property is a legal term.” The fact that the law
yeoognizes something as property is no proof that the
lew is a good or a desirable one, any more than the
existence of any other law proves that it is beyond
arnendment,

The Jaw recognizes “ two kinds of property, wholly
different in nature sad origin—products of industry and
products of law.” The products of man’s labour are
instinctively recognized as property, but *legal privi-
leges also ave property, such as a right of way, a copy-
right, a patent, an estate in land, or other grant of power
or authority from the State.” Every institutional
writer on law recognizes that there is a distinction, but
the distinction is soon obscured. Arguments founded
upon the right of the preducer to what he has produced
are spplied to what has not been produced.

In addition, as Mr White points out, contracts are
confused with grants of privileges, and arguments in
favour of freedom of contract are used in favour of the
private beneficiaries of the sovereign power.

The errors which arise from these confusions are
ijllustrated by an examination of a number of leading
cases decided by the United States Supreme Court, It
is & clear and brilliant piece of analysis which will appeal
both to the lawyer and to the layman.

The confusions which afflict the lawyers are also
shared by the economists, Fwvery text-book of economies

*7The Beayer Press, Oreenville, Ponusylvania. Price §2,
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which opposes land value taxation does so on the vested
rights theory—that land is property and that the State
should not discriminate between one form: of property
and ancther. Yet these same writers condone the
confiscation of produced and self-earned private property.
Some of them indeed condone or advocate policies which

[ result in the creation of private monopolies.

Our laws are still dominated by wrong thinking on
this subject. As Mr White points out, the framers of
the constitution of the United States regarded property
as being as iraportant as liberty, but there is no indica-
tion that they saw any distinction between property
in labowr products and property in legal privileges, or
that there is and must be a constant warfare between
the two kinds of property.

This is a valuable and stimulating book and we wish
it a wite circulation., ' F. C.R. D.

FRANK STEPHENS
Eloquent tributes to the work and memory of Frank

Stephens, who died on 16th June, have appeared in

Delaware, Pennsylvania and other American news-
papers and journals. He bas been honoured as a great
citizen and a great social reformer. He had the deepest
and widest interest in all that concerns the advancement
of human liberty, econoniically, politically and socially.
But among the adherents of the Henry George teaching
his loss will e felt most greatly, who in and far beyond
the centre of his immediate activities in his later years
hald him in the highest esteem.  His friends speals of hig
simple and lovable character, his courage, the appeal
Ie eould make to the minds and hearts of all with whom
ke came in contact. The impression he made upon the
Oxford International Conferencein 1923 which he attended
with 2 Jlarge contingent of American Single Taxers
will be fresh in the memory of all who were present at
that impressive gathering, Philosopher and lover of
art, an artist himself, he captured his audience and one
felt, as he spoke, that victory for the cause could not
be long delayed. He spoke Lite a prophet inspired, and
it was the vigion of the civilization that iz possible that
led him along in what he tried to achieve. With the
late Will Price and Joseph Fels he founded the “ Single
Tax Enclave 7’ at Arden in Delaware, which was started
in 1900 on a farm of 162 acres and in 1922 the sister
town of Ardentown was founded, both together having
a normal population of 300, but during the summer
months the population at least doubles. Besides his
many other activities as protagonist of the Henry
(eorge movement, on the platform and with his pen,
he was a member of the Rolert Shalkenbach Foundation
and was associated with practically every Single Tax
activity in America. Annual Conference and Conven-
tions always found him in place to add his strength and
counsel and there he will now sadly be missed.

Frank Stephens was born in Rahway, New Jersey, on
28th December, 1859. To Mrs Stephens and to his
two sons Donald and Roger we offer our sincere con-
dolences in their bereavement. A W. M.

Mr ANbpREW Mac N IN Duraam.—The Secretary
of the ¥oughton-le-Spring (Sunderland) Divisional
Labour Party writes to Land & Liberty: “ We had s
very good meeting which was held in the Welfare Hall,
Herrington, on Thursday, 18th July, and addressed by
Mr A. MacLaren, who kept the audience interested for
about one and & half hours dealing with taxzation of
land values, rating, and its effect upon the people. At
the conclusion of the meeting a wish was expressed for
a return visit from Mr MacLaren, About 250 people
were present,”’




Avcust, 1935

PAPER MONEY AND LAND
SPECULATION
Teo the Hditor of * Lawp & LisERTY ”

Fince the war the belief in freedom has been replaced
in Continental Burope by the belief in coercion. Demo-
cracy has been replaced by dictatorship, free speech by
cengorship, the remnants of free trade by protection and
the gold money of the past by the paper money of
to-day., One can truly say that the paper money is
the thin end of the wedge of dictatorship. The issue of
gold money was based on the idea that the State had
to respect the liberty of the citizen to demand in exchange
for his work or property the comuodity most stable in
value and most easily exchangeable. This liberty of
demanding a commodity of real value is taken away
from the citizen, he is forced instead to take a sign of
yalue issued by the State and he is forced to take it -
not at his own estimation but at a value dictated by
the Btatc. Paper money is, therefore, everywhere the
money of dictatorship. It was always introduced in
times of war when the liberties of the citizens were
sacrificed to the real or pretended mnecessities of the
State. I is to-day as indispensable o war as guns and
battleships. To abolish paper-money would mean to
make war in our times well-nigh impossible.

The change from gold money to paper money does
not spring from' a mere change of policy but from a
change of mind. This evidently is the reason why in
50 many countries gince the war the idea of land reform
has been replaced by a movement for money reform.
This has also been the case in Switzerland where our
money reformers (Freigeldler) at first pretended also
to be land reformers but have utterly lost sight of the
land guestion and are now working exclusively for a
pretended curreney reform which would take away
from the citizen the faculty of exacting interest for
borrowed money. Interest is declared to be the great
enemy of labour and by foreing the citizen to use only
a money constantly diminishing in value our money
reformers believe it possible to abolish interest alto-
gether. OFf course this idea cannot be realized without
doing away altogether with the rest of liberty of the
citizen in the handling of money, for if the citizen was
loft the choice to use gold or foreign money the plan
would certainly fail. And it is like an irony of fate
that this movement which aims at making the citizens
a serf or slave of the State bank calls itself the ““free
money movement ” (Freigeld-Bewegung). But also in-
this the movement is falling in line with dictatorship,
{_(.;r ali the dictators constantly promise freedom and
iberty, .

Practically the movement works out as a help of the
speculators in land. There has been an enormous
ingrease in land values since the war in Switzerland
and most people were of the opinion that it always
must: be possible to sell a house and a piece of land at
a higher price than it was bought for. Protection for
agriculture has run mad and has forced upon the
consumer the highest possible prices which he can pay.
But even these prices are not sufficient to eover the
interest on the still higher prices of land, and those land
specnlators who have over-burdened themselves with
debt are now in a sad plight. The crisis is frustrating
their hopes of a further increase in land values and in
order t¢ avoid bankruptey they are demanding to-day
that Switzerland shall abandon the gold standard.
They think or hope that the decreasing of the value
of monsy will mean decreasing their debts and will
make it possible to sell their Jand or houses at still
bigher prices. Our money reformers are supporting |
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this class of speculators through thick and thin, are
ascusing interest as shameful usury, are shedding tears
for the poor debtors and are decrying their creditors as
exploiters of labour. That there is also another side
to their story of the poor debtor and the heartiess
creditor never comes into their mind. They want to
abolish the gold standard at any cost and are prophe-
gving that all evils will come to an end if we abandon
the gold standard.

It is practically only the debtor class which & in
sympathy with the abandoning of the gold standard,
but the political influence of the debtors is always
greater than the influence of the creditors and thus it
comes that the Swiss Government is now proposing a
law which in reality has no other aim than to pay the
debts of the peasants out of the public purse. The
Bwiss eonsumer is paying the highest prices in Furope
for the agricultural produets of his country, he is also
paying the highest rents for houses in order fo maintain.
the high prices of the land and he will now pay additional
taxes in order to save the land gamblers who have
ventured themselves too far on the ice and who are in
danger of bankruptey. And this system of robbery 1s
supported by our money reformers and socialists through
thick and thin. For Socialism has in our country lost
sight of the land question altogether. It has converted
itself to protection and to the policy of artificially
enhanced prices and ocan, therefore, not oppeose a
measure that is the logical outcome and end of pro-
tection. ' :

At present the outlock in Swiss politics is dark and
it seems at present the only hope that the present state
of mind will be corrected by hard experiences. - Such
experiences may then easily lead to a revolution also
in our conservative country, for the Swiss democracy
is to-day not built on a rock but rather on shifting sand
and it is doubtful if it will live still another decade.

Zurich. (fusTAav BUscHER.

FATHER HUNTINGTON

The New York correspondsnt of the Church Times
{19th July, 1935) reports the death, after a short illness,
of the Rev: James O. 8. Huntington, at the age of 81.
Fifty years ago this Anglo-Catholic priest, son of a
hishop of Central New York, founded the Order of the
Holy Cross and became its first superior. As the
Church Times truly says: ° Father Huntington was
ardently interested all his life in the social and political
implications of the Catholic religion. He was a great
personal friend of Henry George, the single-tax advocate,
and was frequently denounced in earlier days as a
Communist.” Older members of the English League
will remember the great picnic in Epping Forest in
1899, photographs of which show Henry George (just
returned from an Awustralian missionary journey)
sitting in the midst of a large group of members and
friends of the League, with Father ITuntington at his
gide. Huntington publicly supported Henry George
in his candidature for the Mayoralty of New York in
1886, and officiated at the marrisge of Jennie George
to Will Atkinson in 1895, the Roman Catholic ceremony
being afterwards performed by the famous Father
McGlynn. On his rare visits to England Father
Huntington never failed to eall at the office of the
English League, with which he kept in touch tiil the
last. R.I.P. F.V.

A Free Copy of “Land & Liberty " is an invita-
tion to become a Subscriber, 2d. Monthiy :
by Pest 2s, 6d. a Year,
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LLABOUR PARTY AND RATING

The Agenda for the Annual Conference of the Labour
Party at Brighton, 30th September to 4th October,
containg notice of the following resolations —

(7) This Conference is of the opinion that after the
passing of the General Enabling Act, referred to on
page T of the Policy Report on Land and National
Planning of Agriculture, the principle of the Rating
of Land Values should immediately be applied in
urban areas ; and that in view of the importance of
this question suitable prominence could only be given
t0 it by the issue of a Party Policy Report on the
suibject of Urban Land. StrEATEAM D.L.P.

() Thiz Cenference instructs the National Execu-
tive Committes to include in the Labour Party Policy
the rating of all empty property on the basis of 25
per cent of the rates chargeable on such property,
and that further, Local Authorities shall assess for
rating purposes all unused or undeveloped lands
and that 25 per cent of such rates chargeable shall be
fevied against sueh unused or undeveloped lands, the
agsessing of such lands to have regard to the “site
value ”* thereof. MancrEsTER B.L.P.

These resolutions call for remark. The one from
Manchester is so faultily worded that the operation of
the rate levy proposed on vacant land is not clear.
What may be said is that the framers see it wouid be an
anomaly to charge rates on vacant houses while allowing
valuable vacant land to remain exempted. And it is
a good sign that the Manchester Labour people are
turning their attention to the question of land values,
even tentatively, because they have lately been so
wedded to the policy of a local income tax.

As for the Streatham motion, it reads that nothing
is to be done about land value rating until the Aect has
been passed for buying out the owners of agricultural
land. Before such a Bill could be carried, with all it
embodies in the way of organizing and econtrolling
agriculture under boards and committees, the cost of
the land acquisifion being burdened upon taxpayers
generally, Parliament might spend many sessions.
Then, and only in urban areas, land value rating is to
be adopted or rather, legislation for the puipose is to be
introduced. The framers of these policies can be left
with their problems: how to draw the line between
agricultural land and urban land and why land value
right of the line should be gifted to the owner, while
left of the line it should be taxed out of his hands and
into the public exchequer.

“In view of the importance of this guestion,” it is
well said that, * suitable prominense could only be
given to it by the issue of a Party Policy Beport on the
subject of Urban Land.” Contribution to such state-
ment of policy, officially endorsed, is already available in
the Party’s Nofes for Speakers which the United Com-
mittee have reprinted as a pamphlet with the title
The Challenge of the Rates. It seems that opportunity
should be taken to have thizs pamphlet in the hands of
all the delegates at the Conference.

Other resolutions, from Catheart and Kingston-on-
Thames bearing upon land value taxation, have not
been placed on the agenda, apparently in view of the
standing order that ©* when the Annual Party Conference
has by resolution made a declarvation of o general policy
or principle no resolution or motion concerning such
policy or principle shall appear on the Agenda for a
period of three years from the time such declaration
was made. . . .” The principle of land walue taxa-
tion wag endorsed at the Hastings Conference, 1933,

DENBIGHSHIRE SLUMS: AND THE
CAUSE THEREOF
By A. Williams Price

The recent inquiry in Wrexham relating to the
housing conditions (slums),” in Broughton, Gwersyllt,
Rhos, Poncian, Cefn Mawr, Cefn Bychan, ete., may well
give rise to the following questions :—- ‘

1. Why were houses built in such wutterly un-
desirable sites; on steep hill-sides, on water-logged
soil, ete., when admirable sites existed within easy
distance ?

2. Why were houses cramamed and jammed together
while acres upon acres were, and are, Iying idle- or
producing litile ?

3. Were the builders crazy, or were they possessed
by devils vile ag the legion responsible for the untimely
end of the Gadarene swine ?

In 1688, when James 11 had {o fly for his life from
Britain, and the Dutchman, William ITI, was pro-
claimed king by the vested interests of that day, nine-
tenths of Denbighshire was Crown property, held by
farmers and peasants, ete., who had fair security of
tenre so long as the Crown Tax or rent was paid ;
hence it is certain that the change in Landholding, and
the production of Slums, occurred after that date,

Crown lands were used by William as bribes, to buy
the support of patriots who were open to support the
side (any side) offering the greatest bribes; his first
great gitt of Crown lands (in Denbighshire) caused an
uproar amoeng the hungry patriots, he was accused of
undue favouritism, ete., but graduailly the land of the
people was filched : one parcel, of nearly 5,000 acres,
was gold to a local magnate for the sum of £208. The
smail farmers and peasants became landless men,
seeking work, wage labour.

With the Indusirial Revolution (1750 to 1850), land
containing coal, iron, clay, etc., became very valuable
and was “enclosed V' : this served two purposes, it
provided wealth for the person “ enclosing ” the land,
and it also supplied abundant cheap labour to face the
horrors of early mines and factories. There are two
ways, two methods of converting a man into a slave :
(a) by fastening chains on his limbs (chains are expensive,
and they also hamper his work), the other method
(b) is to enclose the land ; this is effective and cheap:
The workers had to live near their work, houses were
built on the scraps and odd bits of land that were not
“ encloged,” thus the Denbighshire Slums originated.

Bad as conditions may be now, refercnce to the
Government Report, “ State of Education in Wales,
18477 reveals something worse, and it must be borne
in mind that the evils were deliberately brought about,
not by Hums, Germans, or any other dwellers in foreign
lands, but by our native rulers. The builders of the
houses were compelled by economic taskmasters, just
as the Israclites were compelied fo produce bricks
without straw. They (the builders) were not crazy,
and if any of the parties concerned in the production
of the Denbighshire Slums were possessed by evil spirits
it does not appear to have been the builders !

The only constitutional way to abolish the twin
evils of Slums and Unemployment is to Tax and Rate
Land Values.

To Tenchers of our Eoonomic Classes “WHAT'S
Weone wrra TaXartiow t” 4s recommended as «
sessionnl texi-book. Paper covers. Price 1s. post free.
Special terms : 9s. per dozen, post free.
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THE TRANSPORT PROBLEM

By Alwyn VYalentine

(The following is part of an article which appeared in
the Australian Motorist of Ist March. The author was
for 30 yearz in the service of the Vietorian Railways,
which are owned by the State, but the principles enun-
ciated are capable of a wider application. 'We omit the
details which Mr Valentine gives of the financial position
of this railway system, but one of the points he makes
is that no provision was made for a sinking fund, and
that the amount allowed for depreciation has never been
adequate.)

The railways have been the main factor in the develop-
ment of the State, and, notwithstanding modern
expansion of road-metor transport, still are the dominant
ageney in that regard. They have created and main-
tained & fund, in increased land value, more than
sufficient to meet construction costs. This fund hLas
not yvet been drawn upon.

As a rule private railway companies have obtained
more than the cost of construetion from this. source, by
securing beforehand, by free grant or at low price, the
land to be benefited, and afterwards selling it at en-
hanced prices. The land granted to the Canadian Pacific
Railway is reported to have realized £4,000 per mile of
line, and that granted to and secured by the Midland
Railway Co., Western Australia, must have proved very
profitable eventually. During the past few years the
Londen Metropolitan Railways of London have been
selling, at £5 to £10 per foot frontage, outer surburban
land originally bought at cow-pasture prices.

That method of reimbursement is not open to the
Victorian Government now, but a plan is available by
which the same result may be achieved equitably,
and also by which stability and order may displace
instability and disorder in the Railway finances.

Tar REMEDY

The plan is: Relieve the Railways Account of the
debit represented by the interest charges on the Capital
Expenditure on permanent way construction and
equipment and future extensions and defray such
interest charges and amortization charges invoived
from the proceeds of a special rate on the unimproved
value of land levied throughout the State, without
exemptions and graduvations, to an amount yearly
sufficient for the purpoge. '

Adoption of this plan would enable the charges to
railway users being based on the cost of services ren-
dered. Ixcept for the provisions of a reasonable
reserve to meet traffic shortage in poor seasons, railway
freights and fares would, or should, be computed so as
to allow railway earnings to cover no more than working
oxpenses, including maintenance, and interest on and
depreciation and amortization of the capital invested
in volling stock, machinery and plant, workshops,
general offices, ete.

A “ Damnoss HurEprTas >

Uader the presens policy railway freights and fares
are designed to cover, in addition to working expenses
and interest on the capital cost of rolling stock, ete., the

interest and expenses on capital cost of almost every

mile of fine built since the establishment of the Govern-
ment Railway system. Tf road iransport suffered a
similar * damnosa hereditas,” if its freight and fare
charges had to provide for the interest on road expendi-
tare on the first bush track axed to the last highway
bitumened, it would not be within the field of com-
petition with the railways. A readjustment of the

interest charges on the lines suggested would bring the
railways nearer to level with roadway competitors.

Finpina oF Bamwway Stawpive COMMITTEE

The efiect of railway construction on land value is
strikingly indicated in the following extract from the
first general report of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Railways, signed by the late Sir Thomas
Bent, as chairman, and other members: “ Abundant
evidence has been cbtained that in some instances ths
value of country lands would be doubled by the con-

" struetion of a railway, while, in every case, they would

be enhanced in value from 25 to 50 per cent, according
to their distances from stations. . . . On analyzing the
evidence received in various parts of the colony it was
ascertained that five proposed lines, having a total length
of 118 miles and estimated to cost £540,902, would
increage the capital value of the properties served by
them by over £1,000,000.”

But, significant as the guoted statement is, it reveals
less than half the truth. The lines enhance not only
the value of the land through which they pass, they
enhance to a much larger extent the land values of the
cities and towns on which they converge—especially of
the City of Melbourne, to which all the lines act as

feeders, .
CYRIL F. JAMES

We have learnt with deep regret of the death of
Cyril F. James of Bendigo, Victoria, reported to us
by his daughter on a recent hurried visit to our office.
The sad news had come to her by cable while she was
travelling to this country. Cyril James was one of the

outstanding figures in the agitation for Free Trade in’

Australia and the Free Trade he preached was the whole
doctrine of the freedom of production with freedom of
exchange. In other words his platform was that of
Henry George, whose principle and policy inspired a
publie life of hard endeavour and lofty ideals. Among
his most intimate friends was the late Louis P. Jacobs
who encouraged him to come to this country and spend
a year in association with British co-workers. That was
in 1920-21 and many were the meetings that Cyril
James addressed besides aftending several notable
conferences of the land values movement as well ag the
International Conference (as an Australian represents.-
tive) convened in London, November, 1920 by the
Cobden Club. He was a deeply religious man, a swect
and strong character; & charming companion and on the
platform a most persuasive speaker with his quiet
effective manner, ever urging the great moral purpose
of the canse he upheld. Close and intimate also was
his friendship with John Paul, these two from first
acqualotance always anxious to make the most of the
days they could have together in converse and con-
sultation. At the meeting in our Tothill Street rooms
to wish “ God speed ” to Mr and Mrs James on their

return to Australia, Louis Jacobs expressed for all.

present and for the British movement their appreciation

of a visit among them that would be long remembered ;

and it is so. : . _
Cyril James was one of the trustees of the Australian

Henry George Foundation. Among his colleagues there, .

as among the people of Bendigo, his home town, his
name will be enshrined as that of a loyal and true servant
of his fellow beings. To Mrs James and to her son and
daunghter, bereaved, we offer our sincere sympathies.

A W, B

Your support is invited for the
“Land & Liberty” Sustentatior Fund.
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THE INTERNATIONAL UKION F0OR LAND VALUE
TAXATION AND FREE TRADE, 94 Petty France,
London, S.W.1. President : Hon. Charles O'Connor
Hennessy, freasurer 1 Ashley Mitchell, Seeretariat :
A, W, Madsen and F. ¢ R, Douglas.

The Objects of the Unzon are : To stimulate in all CO‘H’II{-]’"!;E’S
a public opinion favourable fo permanent peace and prosperity
for all peoples through the progressive resnoval of the busic
coonamie causes of poverfy and wor, as these causes are demon-
strated n the writings of Hewry George. Speeifically, towards
the realization of these objects, the [Tnion fovours the ratsing
af public revenuscs by taxes and rates wpon the value of land
apart from improvenients i order 1o secure the ecomomic
rent for the community and the abolition of iawes, tariffs, or
imposts of every sort that interfere with the free production
and cxchange of weolih.,

A large correspendence has resalted irowt the sending
out of the Volume of the Edinburgh Conference papers.
Tetters have come not only from Great Britain and
Tretand, but also the U.RA. Canada, Australia, India,
Denmark, Sweden, Holland, France, Germany, Spain,
Angstria, Hungary, Malta, Roumania, Argentina, China
and other parts of the world. A number of suggestions
have been made as to the place and time for the next
Tnternational Conference, with earnest hopes that it
shall be held not later than 1936, The matter will be
considered st a meeting of the Executive on 16th
September. An outstanding feature of the letters re-
ceived is the weleome given to the “ Edinburgh Volume ”
for the very valuable information it contains. DBesides,
in many cases the writer has had his own report to give
on the course of the movement in his country or distriet
or the office is called wpon for advice or help in the way
of literature, ete. A few of these letters are quoted :(—

T, . W., Malay States: I cannot express adequately
how pleased T have beon to read the publications (sent),
which have opened to me many frosh aspects of the case.
o It is a gratifieation to me fo learn that you have
published so much literature, for which you are entitled to
the Iighest praisc. ‘

R. ¢ V., New Zealand : One only needs to see the fine
large buildings in eities like Wellington where the rates
are levied on tho land value and not on the buildings.
OFf course accormmodation is cheaper and better and the
holding of valunble land idle is less tempting to speculators
in the land busginess, if such it can be called. . . . It
is good to read the various papers sent to me from time
$0 time in which the land question is being placed before
the public. Donation enclosed and subseriptions for four
FLand & Liberty readers.

H. A. Y., British Guiana: Acknowledging receipt of
Progress and Poverty and other books, ineluding the Edin-
burgh Clonference papers, sends additional subseription for
Tand & Liberty, rouch appreciating all this reading.

¥rom Burma: As a society called the Burmah Book
Rociety is asking offers from those who desire to translate
books in English into Burmese, T propos: to inelnde your
book Progress and Poverty. (Letier by Air Mail asking
immediate reply by Air Mail as to copyright and as to
rovalty on translation. There is no copyright now of the
book, but translator can fix his own royalty.)

L. T., Australia: Can you supply me with a French
teanslation of Progress and Poverty, and I would like to
know if there iz a Japanese transletion? (French transla.
tion sent and with it the new French translation of The
Condition of Lobowr., Progress and Foverty is available in
Chinese but not in Japanese.)

1. M., Alagka : Please renew my subseription to your
valiant paper and also send copies of Socvial Problems, Gems
from Henry George, The Story of My Dictatorship, the book
of the Edinburgh Conference and anything further to maks
up the amount of the enclosed payment,

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

UNITED STATES

The Tenth Annual Henry George Congress, convened
like the previous congresses under the suspices of the
Henry George Foundation of America, will be held in
New York City on 26th to 28th September. Attending
this Congress from overseas will be Mr F. Folke from
Denmark and Mr A. ' W. Mudsen from Great Britain.

Lond & Freedom of New York, making preliminary
announcement of the Congress in ity May-June issus,
said: The programme this yesr will be distinctly
different in type from those of recent years and moch of
the time will be devoted to informal conferences and
round-table discussions. In view of the remarkuble
growth of the Henry George School of Social Seicnee
and its extension branches in various parts of the country,
it is expected that there will be a large representation
this year of the younger element and special provision
will he made for featuring reports and discussions
dealing with this important new development in educa-
tional work. . . . As it is now several years since the
East has had a Henry Oeorge Congress, a large and
representative gathering is anticipated and no effort
will be spared to make this year’s convention of profit

to all attending.
ARGENTINA

M. J. 8. writes :— .

Tribuna Georgista, July issue, reports that the City
of Rosario has decided to increase the local land value
tax from 2 per mille to & per mille, which is equivalsnt
to 13d. in the £ of capital land vaive. Lo Vanguardia,
the official organ of the * non-bureaucratic Socialists
who vote with the Council majority, argues for the
revenue from this source being used to reduce the
onerous taxes now imposed on trade and industry
that the city imposes, )

One article draws attention to the appelling prospects

before the demobilized troops of Paraguay and Bolivis ™

on their return and landless and workless surplus units
to their landlord-ridden villages. Interesting evidence
is given of the growing realization among Argentine
Socislists that Marx (in respeet of the land question)
had finally arrived at conclusions very similar to Henry
George’s. Dr Felix Vitale is mentioned as engaged in
vigorous propaganda work at Monte Caseros, his home.
Not losg ago Land & Liberty published a notable con-
tribution from Dr Vitale’s pen.

SOUTH AFRICA

The May issue of the monthly journal The Industries
of South Africa, published in Durban, contains a com-
plete veprint of Henry George’s The Crime of Poverty.
An editorial note said ** the arguments propounded by
the Prophet of SBan Prancisco are arguments that apply
even more forcibly to present-day world conditions.
Those of our readers who will read deeply and study
carefully what Henry {eorge has to say will find to
their amazement that what he says is so right—so
utterly and simply right—that the fandamental facts
scern to have escaped more recent reformers of our
social and economic systems in their seeking after
complicated methods to right complicated wrongs.”
Congratulations are due to Mr Mather Srith for se-
curing this publication.

R. F., Vienna:  Bestir yourselves now in the Inter-
national Union to restore Austria to health by Land Value
Taxation. The opportunity here at the moment is favour-
agle_, for the Government and the people are both without
advice,
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

THE UNTPED CONYITIER FOR THE TAXATION OF LAND
VALUES, LTD., 94 Petly France, Lomlon, W1 A W
Miadsen, Seerstary ; F. C. B. Douglas, Assistant Secretary ;
W. R. Lester and €. E. Crompton, Hon, Treasurers. (Tele-
phone:  Whitehail 6003, Telegrams ! “ Eulav, Sowest,
London’} :

Afr Frederick Verinder’s new book, already announced in our
columns, will be entitled Land and Freedom, and will be pub-
lished, price 2s. 6d. net, by the Hogarth Press, the publishing
date being 26th September. The book is included in the autumn
Hst of the publishers and with the following brief description :(—

“ A comprehensive and up-to-date discussion of certain
basic economic problems in relatien to systems of landholding
. and taxation. ~Attention may be directed to the chaptlers
dealing with the formation of monopolies and the dependence
of * capitalism ’ on ‘ landlordism,’ in which references are made
to writings of Marx which are frequently overlooked. The
effects of present methods of taxation and local rating in
worsening the distribution of wealth are thoroughly examined
as well as the arguments in favour of transférring taxation
on to economic rent. A special chapter deals with the vexed
question whether land-value taxation is applicable to agricul-
tural land. Other topics dealt with are unemployment,
housing and land nationalization. A valuable .appendix
contains a survey of the actual operation throughout the
world of the principle of land-value taxation.”

The book will be well bound in green cloth and makes altogether
208 pages. We will gladly take orders in advance, and already
have a number of requests on file. The appendix referred to
is by Mr Madsen. . ’

At a meeting of the Executive of the Committee held on 24th
July the cordial invitation from Amesica for representation at
the forthcoming (end of September) Henry George Congress in
New York City was accepted. It was decided that Mr Madsen
should attend, the Commitiee welcoming this opportunity to
have a spokesman from the British movement and bind closer
the associations with our many colleagues and co-workers in
America. As is reported elsewhere Mr F. Folke, the President
of the Danish Henry George I.cague, is also proceeding to the
Congress, representing the Danish movement,

On the last page of this issue is reproduced (somewhat smaller
in size) an advertisemment which appeared recently in the Co-
opevative News. The advertisernent was reprinted in leaflet
form and sent with a specimen of Henry George’s Profection or
Free Trade ? and a covering circular fo about 1,800 Co-operative
Societies and Guilds. The editorial columns of ‘that journal
have given the book a strong commendation and the daily
post is bringing numerous orders to our office.

Among the reviews of Mr Lester's Poverty and Plenty (1s.,
published by the Hogarth Pross) that have come through the
press-cutting agency are those in the Northern Despatch,
Nottingham Journal, Scottish Farmer, Church Times, Irish
News, East Anglian Times, Yorkshire Observer, Eastern Daily
Press, Express and Star, Town and Country Planning, and the
Bristol Labour Weekly. Many of the notices are extensive, and
the pamphlet is having a very good press. The Northera
Despatch says, for example : * Poverty and Plenty is a good
shillingsworth, well worth adding to the library of modern works
on social and econcmic problems.”

The demand for the pamphlet Cifies Held to Ransom has
oceasioned a further reprint, making altogether 30,000 published
since October last. Price 1d. from our offices. It has been
widely circulated by post to thousands of addresses of local
councillors and to correspondents interested in promoting the
land value rating agitation in municipal circles.

1Readers are aslked $0 send us names and addresses (where such
appear at the end of letters) of people writing to the press on
social or econoinic guestions, so that we can make contact by
gending Lasd & Liberty and suitable literature on the subjects
thew diso This is one of the regular duties of the office, and
during last month & host of people were communicated with. in
this way.

A cosworker in Liverpeool writes: ° With regard to your
request for suggestions, I submit that in every place where you
have a correspondent you persuade him to start a reading circle
for the study of one of George's works. Thess reading circles
might be established generatly and maintained as a permanent
feature and they would provide opportanities for the sale of
books and ].)amﬁhiet:s and for Lend & Libertv, as well as for
the growth‘ of the movement. Even though a circle at first
consisted of only thiee or four members its influence would be
felt and out of such circles new local Teagues could grow.”
stion and we pass it on to every one
of our many correspundents who, at a d nee from any of the
established centres of the Leagnes, are working away more or
Iess in isolation. Over and over again we have the inguiry,

" What can I do? ” aad the reply is the salf-same proposal—to
get together even a few for thorough study, so o equip each
other as writers or speakers for the advancement of the Henry
George teaching, We offer all assistance in our power, as by
acquainting local correspondents with one another, by the
provision of the books on special tenns, advice as to a suitable
syliabus for a class, office facilitics in the way of circularizing,
ete. This is not to say that many reading circles are not already
in existence but to emphasize the importance of multipiying
such groups all over the country which with good resolve and
persistence should not be dificult to achieve.

Recent overseas visitors to ithe office have included Miss
Lambrick from Melbourne, Mr C. K. Swan of Sydoey (member
of the Australian Henry George Foundation), bearing special
greetings from their colleagues; and the daughter of Mr Cyril
T. James, of Bendigo, Victoria, whe brought the sad word
that she had just heard by cable of the death of her father.

The Scottish Edition of the Daily Express, 16th July, reports :
“ Scottish local authorities are being wrged to hold regional
conferences to plan reforms in the rating system. Members of
local authorities have been circularized by the United Committes
for the Taxation of Land Values.. The present system of rating
is blamed for causing ‘ dear houses, overcrowding, and slums *.”

Various MEETINGS.—Among meetings addressed and arrangad
Mr John S. T. Stevens paid a return visit on 28th July to the
Newfoundpool (Leicester) Adult School, and on the same date
Mr. W. E. Bland addressed the Winchmore Hill Adult School.
There was a good distribution and sale of literature at these
meetings. Mr W. R. Lester has been invited fo speak again
at the Union Church Institute in Brighton, this being his fifth
engagement with them within the last year. Mr Madsen at the
Chesham (Bucks} Liberal Association on 18th August.

ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General Sscrefary,
7 8t Martin’s Place, 'Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2.
(* Phone : Temple Bar 7830.)

The following meetings have been addressed during July :—

By Andrew MacLaven : 31d, Wimbledon Park Women’s Co-
operative Guild ; 10th, Eazlsfield Women’s Co-operative Guild ;
14th, Felling-on-Tyne; 15th, Jarrow ; 16th, Throckley, New-
bumm-on-Tyne ; 17th, Consett, Co. Durham ; 18th, Houghton-
le-Spring, Co. Durham; 19th, Crook, Co. Durham : 20th,
Fishburn, near Sedgfield, Co. Durham ; 21st, Darlington.

By A. C. Blackburn : 4th, League of Youth (Dulwich Labonr
Party); 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, East Fuolham Labour Party;
17th, Westminster (St George’s} Labour Party; 19th, Toc H,
Seven Kings, Essex.

By Fredh, Vevinder :
{Women’s Section).

Neaily all these meetings have been held in the open air, and
have been largely attended. An account of Andrew MacLaren's
successful campaign will be given in the September issue of the
League’s Bullstin. Local helpers have sent to the General
Secretary very enthmsiastic accounts of the speeches delivered
and of the interest aroused. They all express the hope that
Mr MacLaren wiil pay these  depressed areas” another visit.

Members of the League who belong to local societies can heip
its edmcational work by suggesting that the League be ashed
to send a speaker to one of the meetings now being arranged for
the coming antumn and winter. Invitations will be welcomed
not only from local political organizations, buat also from Rotary
Clubs, Co-operative Guilds (Men’s and Women’s), Ratepayers’
Associations, Debating Societies, Toc H. Branches, Brothes-
hoods, Youth Organizations, and so on.

The Economic Class, which meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m.,
will be discontinued during August. A new Session of the
Class will be opened on Tuesday, 3rd September. New students
will bé heartily welcomed.

23rd, South Hackney Labour Party

SCOTTISH LEAGUE: William Reid, Secretary, 9 Woodside
Cregcent, Glasgow, C.3. {(Telephone : Douglas 5599.)

July being holiday month in Glasgow, there is not much to
report as to activities locally, ©dd letters based on the ' New
Deal,” ¢ Disarmament,” and other current topics have appeared
in local newspapers. Further afield one finds a lefter signed
“ A J. Mace ™ in Reynolds’s of Tth July.

The Glasgow Forward gave special prominence to the pamphist
Cities Held fo Ransom, quoting nomber of passages, imcluding
that on the cost of playing-fields and the incident of boys finding
their way to jail after playing football in the streets.

It is anmounced that Capt A K. McDougal, the Liberal
candidate for Roxburgh and Selkirk, and well known to Land &
Liberty readers for s advocacy of lznd valne taxation, is 1o
speak at the Cambridge Liberal Summer School on Mr Piovd
George’s * New [real 7 in its bearings on agriculture.
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YORKS AND NORTHERN LEAGUE : ¥. Skirow, Secretary,
Compton Buildings, Bow Bireel, Ksighley. (" Phone .
Keighley 3131.)

On 16th July our President (Ashley Mitchell} addressed a
meeting of Leeds unemployed at the Trades Hall, taking as his
subject * The Power of Parliament.” The meeting was well
attended and the address much appreciated. ) .

The Secretary addressed an open-air mecting on Victora,
Square, Leeds, on 11th July, and was supported by William

Thomson, who has also addressed a Brotherhood meeling. at

Keighley, o :
Letters to the Press have been as follows : 29th June, the
Secretary, Keighley News ; 2nd July, Willlam Thomson, York-
shire Observer ; 3rd July, A. W. Dakers, Newcastle Chronicle ;
3rd July. the Secrstary, Yorkshire Observer; 20th July,
“ Impot Unique” and the Scoretary, Heighley News; 22nd
July, the Secretary, Yorkshire Observer. .
Poring the month 400 circulars and pamphléts, Cities Held
fo Ransom, have been sent to secretaries of political and social

reform bodies.

MANCHESTER LEAGUE: Arthur H. Weller, J.P., Sccretary,
63 Piceadilly, Manchester 1. (" Phone : Central 5527.)

Well-attended meetings were held at Alexandra Park Gate,’

Moss Side, on 3rd, 10tk and 17th July, and were addressed by
Messrs E. M. Ginders, W. Withington, D. J. J. Owen, E, F.
MacClafferty and A. H. Weller.

Among the resoluitons sent by local parties for the agenda of
the Labour Party Conference at Brighton in October is one from
the Manchester Borough Labour Party in favour of rating empty
property, and also rating unused and undeveloped land on its
site value, This shows a welcome advance from this Party’s
advocacy of a municipal income tax. Perhaps The Challenge
of the Rafes, with official declarations by the Labour Party,
recently published by the United Committee, has had some
influence 1n this direction, .

Through a reguest made by Mr D, J. J. Owen, Dr S. Vere
Pearson’s book, The Growth and Distribution of Population, can
now be obtained from the new Manchester Central Library.

Readers are reminded of the President’s Garden Party at
Yark Hall, Little Havfield, on Saturday, 24tk August. There
will be a charge of 1s. 6d. each for refreshments, the whole of
the proceeds going to the League’s funds. All members and
friends welcome.

LIVERPOOL LEAGUE ; F. R. Jones, Hon. Secrefary, 25 Rock~
iands Avenue, Bebington, Cheshire. (Office and Meeting
Room ; 21 Harrington Street, North John Street, Liverpool.)

At our League Room, 21 Harrington Street, each Wednesday,
8 pan., Mr E. J. McManus is continuing his Study Circle, which
has now grown in numbers to over 20 persons of each sex. The
method adopied is the reading of one of the chapters from
Sectal Problems, iollowed by questions and comment from each
member of the Circle in turn. In this way all make steady
progress in economic knowledge and in the capacity to analyze
difficalt questions. Everyone interested is invited to attend
and bring iriends.

The Birkenhead Circle on Thursday evenings at the rooms of
Mr Byrne Hely, Charing Cross, is being regularly conducted by
the Secretary.  Post’s charts are being nsed to give a thorongh
ground in the leading principles of production and distribution.

On 26th July Mr E. J. McManus addressed the Waterloo
Rover Scouts on '* The Problem of Poverty.”

We are now engaged in a general circularization of societies
for the purpose of arranging addresses by onr speakers daring
the coming winter session, It is hoped this year to reach a still
wider andience with our message.

MIDLAND LEAGUF : Chapman Wright, Hon. Secrelary, 20
Cannon Bireet, Birmingham 2.

The Corporation Blue Book, just issued, shows Birmingham
to have an estimated population of 1,033,000, and the civic
debt per head is £51 2s. 6d.

It was asserted at a recent Council meeting that no Tess than
£263,000 was paid in rates during the past year by the City
Yiectrical Department, also that the Municipal ‘buses paid
about £90 per vehicle as licence fee, and 8d. per gallon for motor
spirit.  Any suggestion to remove the grievous burden of rates
and taxes by the taxation of land values is out-voted, yet many
families, with a total incoms of £2, may pay 4s. or 5s. weekly in
tram and bus fares.

PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE: A, H. Stoakes, Hon.
110 Baffins Road, Portsmouth,

Arrangements for the autumsn and winter session were dis-
cussed at a Committee meeting on 2nd July, and it was decided
among other activities to hold a series of monthly public meetings
in one of the local halls. We recently distributed to persons
Lkely to be specially interested 600 copics of the paniphlet

Secretary,

The Challenge of the Rafes through the medinm of the Northersn,
Central and Southera divisions of the local Labonr Party.  Thus
attention is drawn to the case for Tand Value Rating and the
opporiunity fo promote the policy in municipal eircles.

WELSH LEAGUE;: Mrg Annie Fente, Hon. Secorefary, 214
Caerphilly Boad, Birchgrove, Cardiif,

At -its meeting on the 25th ‘July, the Cardiff Corporation
further discussed the plans for the holding of the Conference
to promote the rating of land values. The date has now been
fixed for the end of September and by special resolution it was
decided to send the invitation to all the rating authorities in
Wales and Monmouthshire, further to the invitation that the
Town Clerk had already sent to the counties and the boroughs.

The meeting of Gabalfa and Birchgrove ratepayers which was
addressed on 19th July by Capt. Saw, Councillor J. H. Morgan,
Mr Meth Jones and Mr Charles Gardner, unanimously supported
a resolution welcoming the City Council’s lind value rating
demand.

Couancillor Morgan (a journalist by profession) said his ex-
perience on committees negotiating with landowners had con-
vinced him that ratepayers should mot cease to urge their
representatives to press for this reform. He was definitely one
who believed that 1t was not so mnch a political matter ; it was
purely a question for the people, if only because of the high
prices demanded. As an instance, £11,000 was asked for a small
strip adjoining the Corporation Patting Green on Penylan Hill,
which could not be used for building, being only sunitable for
a rockery.

Another meeting is being arranged to be held in the Canton
Ward shortly.

Speaking on 19th June on ' Land Nationalization ” at a
meeting of the Ewloe and Hawarden (Flintshire) Labour Party,
Mr Samuel Lloyd treated ihe guestion as that of restoring the
land to its original owners. As {0 methods, he discussed three
points : eonfiscation, purchase, and the taxation of land values
with special treatment of the last named. The andience were
greatly intercsted as the subsequent discussion showed, and
gladly took the land values literature which Mr Lloyd had
obtained from the United Committee for distribution.

| BRISTOL LEAGUE : J. A. Hurley, Hon. Secretary, 14 Queen’s

Road, Euowle, Bristol.

During the summer and holiday season, the usual meetings
of the League have been discontinued. =~

A meeting of the League Executive will be held on 20th
August at 5 Eastfield Road, Cotham, to consider the arrange-
ments for the forthcoming indoor session. :

Our President, Mr E. J. Brierley, has made many new contacts
during the past month and much good work has bheen accom-
plished by this means. A circular letter has been prepared
and every local organization will be advised of the activities of
the local League.

PENNY PAMPFHILETS

The Only Way Out of Unemployment.
CHANCELLOR, Ex-M.P.

The New Political Economy, By Jonn B. SHarrk,

Agricullure and Land Value Tazation. Three
Papers by F. C. R. DoucLas, MA, CapT. A, R,
McDougar or BLyroeE and JAMES ScorT,
Ex-M.P. -

Unemployment and the Land. By W. R. LusTER.

Land Value Taxation and Free Trade, (Prize Essay.)
By HarorLp CrOsSsLEY.

Sheffield and Land Value Rating, Official Report
of the City Council, with facts as to land prices.

Land Value Taxation in Practice (New South Wales).
By ]J. R. Firta, Mayor of Strathfield.

The (rying Injustice of onr Rating System. By
FREDK. VERINDER.

By H. G.

BY HENRY GEORGE.

The Crime of Poverty. Thou Shalt Nof Steal.
Thy Kingdom Come. ‘¢ Moses.”?
Jusi;ice the Object, Taxation the Means.
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THE DE-RATING ACT
A Scottish Demand

The 1929 Act is familiarty known as the De-rating
Act for what it did in regard to the rates. Correctly,
the title is the Local Government Act, which besides
the rating provisions remodelled the framework of lpi}al
government by reducing the number of rating authorities
and transferring various functions from one set of
bodies to another. County Councils, for example, were
given many new powers, poor law authorities in England
and Wales disappoaring, while in Scotland Parish
Councils were swept out of existence.

The results of the Act,-so far as it affects local govern-
ment in Secotland, are set forth in a report recently
issued by a Select Committee of the executive of the
Seottish Liberal Federation, from which we quote with
its recommendation in favour of the Taxation and
Raiing of Land Values :—

* Seotland has always had a genius for Local Govern-
ment, but the Act has deprived the Scottish Smaller
Burghs of so many of their rights that public interest
in Local Government has declined to a. deplorable
extent. . . . The smaller Burghs have been put in
vassalage to the County Councils, with most prejudicial
results to the Burghs. ‘Local Government’ bhas
become a misnomer, because the 33 County Councils
control the administration in so large areas that real
“local ' administration is impossible.

“ Prior o 1029 the landward rating did not provide
County Councils with sufficient revenue, and therefore
the Burghs were brought in to swell the County Council
revenue. The de-rating of all productive industries was
secured by the tax on petrol, which is a tax on trans-
port. By such de-rating the burden of local rates has
tallen very harshly upon the householders and shop-
keepers in the Burghs, as well as in the Landward
Areas. All new developments or expenditure in the
Burghs or Landward Areas fall mainly upon these
un-de-rated ratepayers.

“In rural areas, the derating of land has gravely
prejudiced water and drainage schemes. If a water
and drainage area is formed the landowners are relieved
of their liabilities to provide these services; yet they
are left free to exact feu duties or ground rents fixed by
themselves and increased through the public services
provided by the ratepayers.

“ The Tazation of Land Values should be put into
operation os soon as possible so as to secure the fair
proportion of rates from the owners of the ground who
at present escape rating or taxation altogether (except
the income tax which everyone pays). They should
be rated on the real capital value of the ground they
own, these values being created by the activities of the
coremunity. The ratex on houses, shops, and other
“improvements ' would then be gradually transferred
to the owners of the ground. '

“The problem of overcrowding is a grave one. The
shortage of houses is serions. Many landowners are
unwilling or refuse to give building sites on their land
near the towns, or exact prohibitive feuing rates. The
really effective lever to ensure that ample supplies of
building ground will be made available at reasonable
rates is the economic lever. If a tax were laid on the
capital value of all land this would force land into the
market.”

A Free Copy of " Land & Liberty ” is an invita-
tion to become a Subscriber. 2d. monthly :
by Post 2s. 6d. a Year.

IGER
16 inch 43/-
14 inch 39/-

CTOMPLETE WITH
MANGLING BOARD

THE new ACME Model 50, built 'f
of rustproofed blue enameiled -
steel, is the one wringer for every {
home; it can be rigidly fixed to |
either tub, table, sink or bath, and
put away on a shelf after use. -

And what a wonderful wringer it is. Everything from
baby’s bib to a blanket comes through the pure rubber
rollers so much easier, quicker and drier, and. infinitely
cleaner, to0, because all the clinging particles of dirt
that rinsing cannot dislodge are removed by the strong,
clastic pressure of the extra thick rollers. )
Furthermore, the ACME saves purposeless labour. It
prevents splashing and does not break buttons or
fasteners. Choose an ACME; it carries a ten years free
replacement guarantee and will last a liferime, .

FREE CHOICE OF FIXTURES—to fix the
ACME o=n cither iub, table, sink or bath.

Packed with the wringer are the standerd tub and table clamps
which have made the ACME famous ag a portable wringer.

Should these standard clamps be unsuitable, you have free choice
from seven alternative fixtures, any one of which your Retailet will -
supply free of charge in exchange for the unused srandard clamps.

ENTIRELY BRITISH MADE BY

ACME WRINGERS LTD.
DAVID STREET, GLASGOW, S.E.
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How Consumers and Workers are Expioited

More than £350,000,000 a year is being raised from the people in indirect taxation. This is equal to 48 a
head ; 15s. 2 week for a family of five. Many more millions are being taken from the people for the benefit
of private interests through the higher prices caused by tariffs, quotas, and restrictions. Consumers cannot
afford to ignore these facts, ' '

The strength of protectionism lies in the argument that it will secure men employment, and raise wages.
How can this be true when there are still 2,000,000 unemployed ? Are the interests of consumers opposed
to the interests of workers? Why did unemployment and low wages prevail when we had no Protective
Tariffs ? The answer to these questions is given in

Protection or Free Trade

By HENRY GECRGE

"This book, which the author entitled * An Examination of the Tariff Question with special regard to the
Interests of Labour,” is the clearest and simplest presentation of the problem ever written. It carrics the
discussion beyond the point at which other writets stop. It shows the weakness of the case for Free Trade as
usually argued, and the means by which wages may be permanently raised. The following extracts indicate
the spirit of the work: - :

The truth is, that the falacies of protection draw their unable to employ themselves, and, unless they find someone
real strength from a great fact, which is to them as the earth 1o give them work, are helpless, and, hence, are accustomed
was to the fabled Antaus, so thar they are beaten down only  to regard work as a thing to be desired in irself; and anything
to spring up again. -This fact is one which neither side in  which makes more work as a beneiit, 1ot an injury.

the controversy endeavours to explain—which free traders Here s the rock against which < free traders * whose ideas
gulctly ignors: and protectionists_ quicily u_t:ilise; but which  of reform go no further than a “tariff for revenue only”
is of all social facts most obvious and important to the  (acia their strength when they demonstrate that the cffect

working-classes—the fact that as soon, at least, as a certall ¢ prorecrion is t0 increase work without increasing wealth.
stage of social development is reached, there are more :

labourers seeking employment that can find it—a surplus
which at recurring petiods of industrial depression becomes
very large. Thus the oppoertunity of work comes to be
regarded as a privilege, and work itsclf to be deemed in
common thought a good.

The reason why the abplidon of protection, greatly as it
would increase the production of wealth, can accomplish no
permanent benefit for the labouring-class, is that so long a3
the land on which all must live is made the property of some,
increase of productive power can only increase the mibute
‘ ) . which those who own the land can demand for its use. So

Here, and not in the laboured arguments wl'uch its  Jong as land is held o be the individual property of but a
advocates make, or in the power of the special IMerests  posgion of fts inhabitants no possible increase of productive
which it enlists, lics the real strength of protection. Benesth  poper even if it went to the length of abolishing the necessity
all the mental habits disposing men o accept the fallacies of ¢ labour, and 1o imaginable increase of wealth, even though
protection ties one still more 1-mportant—the habit ingrained poured down from heaven or gushed up from the bowels
in thought and speech of locking upon work as a boon. of the earth, could improve the condition of those who

Those who fmagine that they can overcome ithe popular  possess cnly the power to labour. The greatest imaginable
leaning to protection by pointing out that protective tariffs  increase of wealth could only intensify in the greatest imagin-
make niecessary more work to obtain the same result, ignore  able degree the phenomena which we are familiar with as
the fact that in all civilised countries that have reached a  “ over-production "—could only reduce the labouring-class
certain stage of development the majority of the people are o universal pauperism.

Over 2,000,000 copies of this book have been sold.
NEW ABRIDGED EDITION
in soff paper cover, 6d. in supcrior cloth binding, 1s.

Special Terms to Leagues and Sscieties: In paper cover, 3s. per doz. carriage paid.
( This speci? offer appiies only within the Brivish Isles)
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