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WHY LIBERTY ?—Address by Wilfrid Harrison

SPFEARING AT the TPublic Demonstraticn in the Liviagsione
Hall. Westminster, February 28, organised by the lLiberal
Liberty League, Mr. Wilfrid Harrison said:

E.verywheu we seg gbmzmmuus misusing  their power.
They are acting either in deflance of or in ignorance of the
real nature of this Universe, and of the laws which the
Universe ifseif conforms to.  Let us make no mistake. When
man defiantly  or ignoranily flouts Mature ther It iz man
who is smashed and not Mature. That is the grim fruth.

“If our statesmen either through ignorance or inpudence
continue to ignove the faet that this world conforms to law,
both moral and material, then we are in for a smashing of
the gravest kind. The world to-day is shuddering with the
sirains and tensions such policies and actions have created.
The politicai structures man has erected regardless of natural
law will be tested before lomg whether thev are buit upon
<=a1g or npon sand.

“ Byerywhere men are looking for sincerity and intelligence
in politics, for some political body which places first import-
ance upon troth and principles. Tor ourselves, we have pub-
lished a Declaration of Principle in which we have endeavoured
to state the great’ basic truths of life and upon them we
formmulate & politicad * Programme for Free Men' 1o be ad-
vanced with such measure of loyalty and intelligence as we
can command. _ ’

“1f we are loyal to truth, if we have clear vision how i<
apply it to our politics, then we have on our side the
omnipotent forces of justice, of righteousness, of life iseli—
on one condition, namely, that we individually do our part
faithiully and persistently. Fach man has freedom of choice.
inherenily. Only when he chooses to act in line with ibe
forces of Life are these omnipotent forces released throngh
fus Tiving acts.

“We are not fighting for power or for party, but for the
recognition. of great principles of the nature of life and the
way to live. The Spirit of Love is the ultimate living spirit
of this universe. In our Declaration we affirm that unselfish
conduct is the only sure way of Life both for individual and
social 1ife; that the Golden Rule is our motto and. i3 the
rock upon which the Political Economy of our society must
be erected.  We believe that any slightest deviation from
that teads to distress and disease in our social affairs.

“Having learnt and accepted this truth about living it is
essential to learn how to apply ift. .All down bistory man
has been (rying o Jearn how most wisely to feed and clothe
and house himself. Lately he has had the aid of science
to teil him how many calories he needs, and what vitamins

»

to gorge himself with. So with his individual behaviour.
tie hss had te learn how to treat his neighbour and who
is his peighbour. This is the function of Religion or Bthics,
call it what you will. Man mast Iearn or perish. Thas is
»\ilid.‘n! true of life in society.

* Tt is nol enough for us o see and acknowiedge a great
central truth, 2 great goiding principle, » GOLDEN RULE
Yentiment is not enouvgh, We must bring cur full wader-
standing and intelligence to bear upon s application to
human affairs, with utter foyaliy.

“ Starting then from our Golden Rule of doing fo others
what we would {hat they should do 1o us, that is, true brother-
hood, we perceive that it is contrary 0 fhis brotherhood
for any individual, majority or sovereign power 10 use force
to eoerce another exccp? to prevent such misuse of liberty
as will restrict that of others. That is the charter of Liberty
of the Individoal It is = fundamental of our Political -
Fconomy. It is our problem.

¥ The Mancha’srer Guardias of February 26, in its leading
article remarked: ‘The future of Western Europe depends
upon our power to educate opinion, and to show that we
can remove injustice, and creale a more equal and equitable.
socisty, while pressrving homan freedom’” We would add
that the future of the world depends apon it.

“To the Marchester Guardian, and o other hlgh—mmdcd
Press, we say, that in our Deciaration of Principle we do
show the way to remove major injustices and to create a
more equitable society while preserving human individuai
freedoim. .

“ Mr. Chairman, maybe you are wondering what all this

‘has to do with good housing, plenty of goods and food,

freedom from unemployment, want and fear. In our opinion,
Sir, it is still righteousness that exalteth a pation. The
command is still valid: ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness and all these things shall be addad
unto you." Therefore we place, first and last, -our emphasis
upon these great truths upon which any lasting civilisation
must be built. We are convinced that only in this way can,
all these other things be obtained.

“ Again 1 refer to the Manchester Guerdian. In its
brilliant leading article of Tebruary 25, discussing Salvador
de Madariaga’s new book, Victors Beware, it asks: ‘M we
should be faced with a decision to deny cerain men bread
so that most may keep liberty, to leave some men withoul
work so that all may not have to be directed to work at
the State’s choice, on what should we base our yielding all
to liberty?”

10759 I .
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“That s not a new question.  How often have good men
sald to us: T Yes, I agree perhaps with vour policies, but
meantime we must do something about the unemploved and
the poor.”  These seem 10 be very sound questions and state-
menis with a frue senfiment and desire o succour the
needy and distressed.  [f we examine them carsfully, how-
ever, we fnd that each has & basic error.

“Take the Mouchester Guardion crvor,
Liberty and Plenty cannot exist together; that Liberty and
Full Employment are contradictory; that State management
zod bureaueracy can provide bread and full employment.

* Each of these suppositions is false. Unemplovment and
paverty are not due to too much Liberty but o too litile
Liberty. .

“Fauil liberty of the individual fully protected from en-
croachment has never yet been attained.  One of the greatest
tragedies in history occurred when this couniry, which was
a great light in the world, at the turn of this cestury began
to kose us faith in Liberty. Our leaders of Liberal thought
were blind or -false to the truth that one last main obstacle
had o be removed from our Society before full liberty
could blocom and come to froition Full employment,
ecpality of opportumiy. abolition of poverty were waiting
at the door. Campbell Bannerman—to whom ail honour—
saw it. He was loyal to his vision. Buot other Ieaders
umdudlly turned away either through blindness, or because
they had great posmsswns or great ambitions, or were
opportunisis. .

“To the Manchester Guardian and others we say: If
things are wrong in the world, do not compromise on your
first. principles, do not atternpt to limit them. Question
whether you have grasped all they involve, all their implica-
ticns. Do not question their truth and value, and to-day
specifically answer the question, can true Liberty exist when
some men own the earth and all others must pay them rent
o stand on i1, to live on it, to work on it?

" When a Society is breuking down because of unwise -

legisiation affecting trade, iand,”taxation, et cetera, in fact
from restriction of Liberty, it is no remedy to curtail liberty
further. You do not give a man more poison to cure him
when he is dying of poison.
who want o cure our distresses by invoking further State
action.  Our policy is to increase Liberty further by altering
eur land system.

“Wo hold that coercion is wrong with one exception,
namely, as a preventive measure to ensure that Liberty is
not abused. This brings us to our next point. What is the
function. of the State?  How should the State exercise its
powar?

“Our whole argument about Liberty convinces vs that
any use of power which restricts true individual liberty is
ruled out and is immoral. This only leaves the State the
right to exercise its power in a protective sense. Defensive
Power we call it. We are barred from resorting to any
State action which is coercive and aggressive in its nature.
This forbids a vast amount of the State action which is
taking place to-day. Tt also demands another type of State
action which is not being used to- d‘ay In only one respect
will I very briefly touch upon it, viz., in its effect upon
property rights.

‘Propeity Law is a creation of the State by legislation,
Property Rights are based upon the Golden Rule..
1t is the duty of the State fo see that its laws conform
to the Golden Rule, that its laws do not rob a man of his
just libertics, that ifts laws protect d man from robbery by
others, In both respects our present property laws fail. Tn
the one case by making Natre (Land) private property. In
the other case by empowering the State to tax and take
from the individual what morally cannot be taken without
that individual’s consent.

This assumes that
Russia,

That is our answer to those

* 1 should dearly lLike fo show how this policy of ours
for domestic affairs is also sgually trug for overseas affzirs.
Almost all the difficulties apd disiresses overseas, in our’
Empire and in other parts of the world, avise from ftoo
little Libertv, particulerly In rvelation to land and iis rent
Superficially the aspects differ, but #f we examine deep down
into the heart of the problem we can always see the absence
of freedom and injustice in the land systems. In Ching, in
in Africa, India, Jamaica, Australa, evervwhere at
the bottom of distress is vnwisdom in these matters, Upless
we follow out cur Golden Rule in our policies and remedies
then we only, as in all history, exchange one bad system {or
snother.

“Who will help to spread these truths? Whe will join
this Crusade?  There is no room for ambiiion, no special
glory, no place and power, but there is thai wonderful joy
1 the heart that we have done something 1o help our iellows,
something to realise that great vision expressed so beautifuily
irn the words: '

He came to break oppression,
To set the captive free,

To take away transgression,
And mle in equity.”

MR. CHURCHILL’S BROADCAST

Rupert Mason writes from San Francisco: “1 have
jusi heard Mr. Churchill’s broadcast from Missouri. Had
he guoeted that famows passage from Heowy George's
Fourth of Tuly Oration (18773, ‘¥s it too soon to hope that
it may be the mission of this Republic to unite all nations,
.of English speech whether they grow beneath the Northern
Star or SBouthern Cross in a League which by ensuring
justice, promoting peace and Lberating commerce, will be
the forerunoer of s world-wide federation that will make
war the possibility of & past age and furn to works of vseful-
ness the snormous forees now dedicated to destruction,—hs
would really have spoken as a free and independsnt persen
which i did not seem fo me that he did to-dav.: Wot a
whisper about tarils or the taxes now being unjustly placed
on the fruii of man's work, which taxes and tariff barriers
are gradually bot surely communising private property more
than any propagands or alleged scheming of the USSR,
“H s our own short-sighted and stupid unwillingness to dis-
tinguish clearly what is private wealth and what- is commoen
weaith that brings on. inevitably, the present confusion and
bitter nusunderstandings.”

My,

WIL1XAM RICHARD LESTER

As we go to press we have to report with deep regret the
death of Mr. W. R. Lester, which occurred after a six days®
illpess at his home, Keynes Place, Horsted Keynes, Sussex,
on March 18. The British Henry George movement, and
the movement throughout the world, loses one of its most
outstandiog personalities who by voice and pen and generous:
suppert has rendered it most devoted service over a long
series of years. He was a past President of both the Scottish
and the FEnglish Leagues for the Taxation of Land Values
and was Freasurer of the United Committee since its incep-
tien in 1907. Next month we will give ap account of his
work which achieved so much by way of exposition and

© example. paving tribute to one whose memory will be cn-

during among all who speak in the name of Henry George
To Mrs. Lester-and her sons and daughters we extend
maost sincere sympathy in their bereavement. At the funeral
at 51, Giles’, Horsted Kevnes, on March 20, Mr. A. W.
Madsen was privileged to join the family and to represent’
Mr. Lester’s associates in the cause which he had so much
at heart. .
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LAND PRICES AND THE CONTRAST

More msTANCES of the prices of land required for housing
and other purposes have been reporied at question time in
the House of Commons. )

Wembley, The Borough Council could aot come to terms
with Al Souls College. Ouaford, the owners of 19 acres
adjoining Mardale Drive, Kingsbury. They had to resort io
compulsory vurchase powers, On Febreary 14, the Minister
of Health, Mr. Assurin Bevan, wld Mr. C. R, Hobson that
the compuisory powers had been confirmed on MNovember 5
fast, but that the purchase price was not vet settled.  The
fand, he said, had no rateable value.  But that it has a market
value is obvious—the market vatue which bad law exempts
from taxation endowing and protecting those who privately
appropriate that which rightfuily belongs to ali, namely, the
rent of land. : :

Morthwich, A near-by instance is that of the 192 acres
inclading the Worthwich Park golf course. Mr. Bevan in-
formed dr. Hobson on Februurvy 14 that the Middiesex
County Council. wanting this land for an open space, had
to pay £188.500, which is at the rate of £976 per.acre. The
only raicable value was that of the golf coursé. The re-
mainder was agrictltoral land and as such had no rateable
value. The equivalent annual value (say, at 4 per cent.), of
the purchase price is £7,340, But all that the local authorities
couwld assess was the £540 of the golf course. This is the
anpomalous and unjust contrast which owr preseai rating
system presents.

Mewport, Mon. The Town Council has been secking to
acguire 174 acres at Liswerry for indusiria! purposes which
the owpers offer 10 sell at £26.900, equivalent o £166 per
acre. When the mafter was discussed by the Council,
Bourh Wales Argus, September 12, 1945, Counciiler Dolman,
the Chalrman of the Improvements Committee, said it had
been Tound that prices asked for land bad becn highly exces-
sive and persens concerned had furned down offers: the high
vost of land was one of the reasons why indusirialists had
not come to MNewport.  On February 18, in the House of
Commons, Mr. Bevan informed Mr. P. Freeman that the
Liswerry land was agricultural land and it had no rateable
value.  Fhe Council had not yet applied for compulsory
powers. But how quickly, -we can imagine, the owsaers would
make any such procedure unnecessary if they were called
upon to pay rates wiliy-nilly on the real value of the land--
that is, i the rating of land values were in force !

Leeds. The Yorkshire Post of September 27, 1944, re-
poried thut the Improvements Committee had recommended
the (ily Council to purchase land on the Golden Park esiale
o reserve for * green belt ” development.  Asked the question
on Febroary 18, Mr., Bevan informed Mr. T, W. Stamford
that the srea in question was 146 acres, that its rateable
value was negligible and that the Council had * resolved to
pay " £18,500 for these 146 acres. As things are, they have
no alierpative and now the Council have to find—for the
benefit of the of the landowner so privileged—that £18,500
by taxing the homes and premises of the citizens. This is the
scandal of all these land  purchases by which the people
have to sacrifice to monopoly from their work and iheir
WA rxel a heavy responsibility rests on any Government
which perpetuates it. .

Morley, Yorks. The Morley Advertiser of July 6, 1945,
reparted ihe decision of the Town Council to pay Lord
I:?arimouéh £4.662 for building land i Albert Road... On
Febrasry 22, question was put by Mr. Stamford as to the
area, the previcus use and the rateable value of this land.
Mr. Bevan rephied that the area was just over 213 acres
{making the price per acre £216), that one-third had been

used for growing rhubarb and two-thirds as a genrera! market
garden and that the whole of it was previously unrated.
That is to say, treated as “ agricultural land,” it was exempt
from- all local rates wunder provisions of the notorious
“Derating Act™ of 1929, and so the term “ devated ™ hasg
to be interpreted whenever mentionsd in these instances.
That Act, for which Mr. Neville Chamberlain and My,
Churchill were responsible, carried to the limit the process
begun with the Agricnltural Rates Act of 1896, making the
rate-exempt land all the dearer to buy or rent. And it may
ba recalled that whep the Derating Act was passed, indirect
taxation, mainly throuzh the peirel tax, was thrown on irade
and industry and the consumer {0 the tune of ne less than
£35,000,000 a year. We have to go back to the abolition
of the military tenures and their replacement by customs and
excise to find an equally sinister fiscal operation financing the
land monopoly by the surrender of public funds.

Hawick. On March 5. Mr. McGovern asked about the
gound at Sillerbithall owsed by the Royal Bank of Scotland
for which the price demanded was £625 per acre. The area
is about 23t acres, which would make total price abour
£15 940, The matter had been hanging fire for some fime,
as we gather from the report in the Scotwnen of April 21,
1945, and the guestion of securing entry by stafutory powers
had been considersd.  Bot now, as Mr. Buchanan for the
Secretary of Siate for Scotland explained in reply to Mr.
Melovern, the district valoer expects 1o bring negotiations.
for purchase “fo & satisfactory conclusion at an early date.”

CThe Yand, it was stated, was part of an estate of about 38

acres which had an annual ratesble valva of £107. Looking
at the relationship of these figures, the annual value (at 4
per cent, of the demanded price is £637, whereas the rateabie
value of 254 acres as proportion of the fotal area is £70.
Again the contrast condemning the present rating systein.

Wizlten, Yorks, Discussion took place at the Rural Council |

(Yorkshire Evening Fress, February 19) with regard to hous-

ing in the area.  Difficulties had arisen at Broughton in
acquiring a site, the owner having flatly refused to sell. in
the hope of eifecting a last-minute setflement the clerk had
approached the owner’s solicitors, who asked a price "of
£1.330 for the 3% acres. This was considered a ridiculous
figure and the Council resolved o obtain a compulsory pur-
chase order. The Council will as a result be obliged to pay
whatever the official arbitrator “awards” to the owner. It
may be less than what the owner demanded, but it will still
be ridiculous by comparison with the value at which the
land is assessed, if it is assessed at all. When the houses
are built and occupied, the burden of rates will fall on
them and the occupants. Meanwhile, with the speculative
value of the land thus bolstered, the State pours dut more
and more sobsidiés to help the local authorities out of their
difficulties and so that they can lower the rents of houses
down to the level that the new tenants can afford to pay.
None stops to consider at whose cost the subsidies are pro-
vided. ~Truly, it is a mad-hatter’s scheme of things.

Jarrow. The price of fand required for industrial purposes,
five acres offered at £1210 per acre, was regarded l?y the
Town Council as in the nature of profiteering. - This was
stated at the Ministry of Health inquiry, reported in the
Newcastie Evening Chronicle of October 10, 1945, when
powers of compulsory purchase were being sought. On
March S, in the House of Commons, Mr. W. Roberts askf;d
the result of the public inquiry and was told by Mr. Sitkin
that the compuisory order had been confirmed but ?he pur-
chase price had not yet been fixed. The land was agricultural
and therefore derated. It has no value at all for local
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taxation purposes, but for these five acres the owners de-
manded £6,050. The matler is puf in quite & wrong light
whan people thus speak of “profitearing.”  We should be
done with these witch words. Every price tfor land represents
1 transferred to the owper without the recipient having

wihing to By oduce . The question rests with Jarrow
and all other mu ticipalities, how long they mean 1o tolerate
this exempiion of valuable land from taxation and what
action they are iaking (o have the law altered whereby
taxation and rates shall be levied on lapd values and taken
off buildings and improvements? Given that change, land
withholding would be profitless, courts o compel sales
saperfluous, a vast and expensive administrative machine
dispensed with, @ifts of public funds 10 landowners at an end;
on the other hand, sroduction liberated, encouraged and

rewarded. Surely a nstural way toward the solution of
the socizl and economic problams men talk of so anxiously
to-day.

Swanses. Last month we reporied the agitation among

houschoiders in Swansea whose rating assessments have been
raised because they have put up pouliry sheds, greenhouses,
purages, or other siruciures. It is certainly and unfortunately

the law that whoever improves his property is liable io be

muicted in a higher assessment and increased iaxation. But
how startied these ratepavers are when the law thus hits

them in the face. The correspondence colummg of the
Souith Wales Evening Post have contained protest after pro-
test.  ©Ompe writes: “7T shall most ceriainly dismantle my
greenhouse If the Corporation iosist on levying this rate.”
Anoiker: “1 have retived and had hoped to spend a numbes
of pleasant hours in my small greenhouse which was bult
to help the nation’s need in foodsinffs. However, I shall
certainly dismaantle mine with many regrets if Tam to be
rated for what is a pleasant and helpful hobby.”  Another:
“¥ have just refurned from the M.EF. after being away
from home for 61 vears and feel disgusted to think we
may have o pay extra for this little bit of pleasore and
interest afforded by this small addition to a garden” Again:
“¥t appears to be high time that a reaily live organisation
was formed to give the locul ratepavers some measure of
pmtwtmn aguinst the apiocrais who are running, or 1 should
say ruining, this town'  But smissing in these letters is
any understanding of the law and its incvitable operation.
It bids the town 1o assess and rate every improvement, and
in the circumsiances the protesters have no case.  Their
argument is, of course, right, but i proves more ithan they
think-—the ininstive of taxing any buildings or imaprovements
and the injurious economic effects of doing so. The much-
wanied live organisation iz one thst will get busy demanding
the rating and taxation of land values.

“WATER INTO GOLD”

Tue poanTiig and growih of cities in America, as described '
by Henry George in Progress and Poveréy in 1879, was repn-

duced soon after in the Murray Vallev, Ausiralia. In the
18%80s the lands along the slow, shallow Murray River
YVictoria and South Ausiralia counld be had for a song; half a
crown a square mile one writer said. The low rainiall, 10
inches znnual average, was the drawhack, making even sheep-
rearing mext to impossible. In 1883, howsever, George
Chaffey was induced to leave California and his wonder-
working irrigation schemss there, and wvisit the Murray
regions. He saw that the conditions wers ideal for fruit cul-
tivation, with sunshine and water in abundance. George
Chaffey as engineer, and his brother, William B., as horii-
culturist, began the work which has led to such striking resuits
all along the 1,600 miles of the Murray, with its iributariss
the Murrumbidges and the Durling.  The story has been
graphically told in Mrs. Broestine Hill's book, Waler into
Gold {Robertson & Mulleng, Meibourne, 1943).

The Chaffeys expecied to acquire the jand on terms familiar
to them in America, but, says Mrs. Hill {p. 68), *no grant
of land was fortheoming. . . . In his task of conjuring up
one of his cities in the sand, this Hercules was to find himself
bound: hand and foot. MNegotiations seemed interminable.”
They were at last given a concession of 50000 acres at £1
per acre, with an opiion on a further 200,000 acres, on condi-
tion that they spent £300,000 in twenty years on pumping

- machinery and other irrigation works. This concession was
made by the State of Victoria, and a similar one was obtained
from Scuth Australia for lands om their side of the river
Murray, Having secured their right, the Chalffeys set out
to select the best location for their schemes.  An official report
of 1538 states: “When the Messrs. Chaffey obiained pos-
session of the land at Mildora, set apart as an irrigation
colony, a matier demanding their earliest attention was the
selection of a. site for a township, ia such a position that it
would be conveniently situated for traffic, readily accessible
to the public, and adiacent to the lands to be first surveyed
by agricnlfural settlers.”
factor determining the value of land long before the popula-
tion was there. The site selected was where Mildura stands

Here we have the population

‘after the i914-18 war, notably that at Red Cliffs.

to-day; and ihzz South Austlahan site is now Reumark, the
sister ¢ity,

The Chaffeys erected their pumps and advertised their land.
They were soon disposing of town Iots of one-eighth of an
acre at £20 each, villa allotments of 24 acres at £100 a lot,
and lend for cultivation at from £13 to £20 per acre in 10-acre
fots. The sugcess of the engingering efforts to supply water
as and where wanted, was immediate and lasting. Tt was
soon found that fruits of all kinds, and especially citros and
vines, could be cultivated io great advamiage. The clichd™
was never more irue, that the desert blossomed like the rose.

Inevitably there was land specnlation, and periodic stumps
and booms. Mrs. Hill speaks of * Mildura fever ” breaking
out— land-hunger for thoss magical acres that three vears
before had been an Ultima Thule of dead hopes and dying
sheep. 1t sent prices soaring o £40 an acre for fruit land and
£50 for town blocks. One ten-acre orchard selection that
a year before had been sold for £100 in ien vears changed
hands for £450. Scon the owners refusgd to sell at £60
an acre.’

We are reminded that in those years the Australian States
had rigid regulations and formidable tariff duties, one against
the other. New South Wales and South Australia refused
to allow vine-fruit to cross the borders. New South Wales
imposed a duty of 2d. a 1b. on dried fruits, so Victoria was
the only market. Then in 1893 came the great Australian
trade crash involving all in ruin.  All save three of Vigtoria’s
banks closed their doors. Mrs. Hill says: “ It was the natural
reaction of the land boom. The Mikdura settlers were ruined;
the Chafiey Brothers inclnded. Land values sank. “ Tweniy
planted acres changed hdl'!d‘i for £2 10s—in later years the.
value rose to £240 an acre”

A remnpant of settlers carried on cultwatlon The railway
came to Mildura. State works followed on the Chaifey
schemes, and many welrs were constructed, leading up 1o the
time when the great Home Reservelr was opened just before
the war, which completes the harnessing and control of the
Murray River all along its 1,600 miles to the sea. The citrus
industry grew steadily.  Soldiers’ settlemenis were established
fand
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values were rising again.  *° Another land boom,” says Mrs.
Hill. * Values were rising in a swift upward climb, until they
reached £200, £300, £400 an acre.” Blocks bought by seitlers
far 30s. an acre in the crash, they sold for £350 am acre in the
boom, and, because no betler investment offered, bought
offiers on a rising market, with the banks behind them.
» Comnon sense had taken wings.”’ This boom, however,
was short-lived. By 1923 land values ebbed to less than haif
again.  Since that time conditions have favoursd greater
stability. Marketing has been betier organised. In 1901
Federation led to the removal of infer-State tarils. Then
there came Imperial Preference in 1931 and the caplure of
the British market for dried froits after Ottawa.  For thirteen
years the voluntary organisation of marketing and price-fixing
in the trade became sizfutory and compulsery for all growers
until these powers of monopoly were shattered by a Privy
Council decision in 1938 and the industry was brought back
to a volontary basis, :

There ig anoiher side, however, and C. B. Fletcher in The
Biurray Valley (1926) says that Protective duoties on imports
tend to be prohibitive and the man on the land says they are
an eternal brake on progress. A great area of the soldier
seitlernents i held from the Crown on long leases and does
not give much in the way of security when money has to be
raised.

Both Mrs. Hill and Mr. Fleicher in their books speak of
the pesd for overseas markefs for the fruif products of the
wiurray Valley.,  Mrs, Hill looks {o a continusnce of the
Ottawa policy of preferential Empire tariffs, to protect the
Yictorian srowers against the competition from Califorma
and Greece. How this is to fit in with the world’s need for
freer trade, and the present Anglo-American movement away
from Protection, we are left to guess. Mrs, Hill seems fo
think that the Victorian fruit cultivators want British house-
wives 16 pay more for their dried fruits and other foodstufis
from Ausiralia. Mr. €. B. Fletcher puis another alternative
to Ausiralin, He admits that © unless drisd fruits from Aus-
tralia can be lapded in the world's market to compete suc-
cessfully with the produce of the Mediterranean and American
vingyards and orchards, owr irrigation efforts may as weil be
sbandoned.” He goes on to show that reduced * overheads ”
15 one of the secrets.
fully developed. Reduced dutles on imperted agricultural
products and machinery, ete., would alse help. It 35 also true
thai these townships along the Murray are backward in adopt-
ing the systein of relieving improvements from local taxes and
concentrating local faxes on land values. They have the
experience of paying Siate and Commonweszlth land value
taxation, but continue fo raise most of their municipal revenue
from iaxing the industry and improved property of the culti-
vators. This does not make it easier for them fo compets
in world markets. : .

A former chairman of the State Rivers and Water Com-
missipn of Victoria, Mr. Catianach, C.M.G., has calculated
that i each family in Victoria ate only one pound more per
week of fruit produced by Victorian irrigation settlements,
t}mre_ would be none lefi for export. So much for the sup-
r«ﬁg}sc?d necessity for a guaranteed and protected export market.
Yarious estimates, varying between five and ten millions, have
been made as to the population that could find a prosperous
ocenpation of the wide lands along the Murray Valley when
vrigation hias had its full effecis. With land and markets
freed from monopoly a thriving home demand would form
the natural foundation for a prosperous export trade. Then
wouid the marvelious works of irrigation that harness the
greal viver bring their true reward and find their full justifica-
ton, and the “ Water tuned info Gold . wounld enrich the
whole people and not the protected few,

' n.JJO0.

Water carmiage along the Murray is not -

GERMAN LARGH ESTATES

AN ARTICLE in the Fortnightly Eeview for March on “ Land
Reform in Germany,” by Mr. Tibor Mende, contains some
interesting information aboui what has been happening in
the Soviet zone. The object of these changes is not merely
econornic but also political, aiming at elimipating the infh-
ence of the Junkers. - A calculation by Georg Schmidt,
former president of the Upion of German Agriceltuizl
Workers, is quoted in support of the statement that between
1924 and 1930 the Reich spent no less than 3,264 million
marks upon the support of the large estates. 1 is also stated
that during the Nazi régime the estates of 16 princes wers
enlarged by 600,000 hectares. In March, 1939, there weve
5,554 biz landowners owning 5% million hectares of land.
(One heciare equals 2,47 acres.)

The partitioning of land carried out in the Soviet zone
of {3ormuany resembles that in Poland, Rumania, and Hun-
gary. The estates of Nazi leaders and supporters and of all
owning more than 100 hectarss were comfiscated, together
with ail stock and equipment. This land is divided among
smaill farmess, farm’ workers and refugees in holdings of
five to fen heciares. The recipients pay a prive equal 1o
the value of one year's crop af autumn 1945 prices by instal-
ments to be spread over 10 fo 20 vears. The new holdings
cannot be sub-divided, sold, Jeased, or morigaged. The
agricaltural machinery is handed over fo muinal aild com-
smittees.  This, coupled with the small size of the holdings,
enforces 2 certain degree of collectivisation or co-operation.

Shortage of eguipment and livestock has in mapy €ases
made the practical carrving through of the proposals im-
practicable. “In addition to the material damage inflicted
by battle, millions of Red Army men lived off the lund and
requisitionsd not only grain, potatoss, and Hvestock, but also
tractors and other agricultural machinery.”

A system of compuisory deliveries of quotas of produce
according to the fertility of the district has been institoted.
What remains to the farmer can be sold in the free markel.
This resembles what is in operation in the Soviet Union.

A TRADE UNION DEMAND

For the Annual Delegate Meeting of the National Union of
Distributive and Allied Workers. being held in Blackpool in May,
the Preston Branch has submiited Resolulion in the following
terms® “This ADM. believes that to prevent an alarming
giowth of unemployment in this country, the Government should
be urgzed to include in the next Bodget a 1@x on Tand vahues, such
as was contained in the Labour Budeet of 1931 and tenanfed by -
the reactionary National Government in 1932 This Delegals
Meeting realises, as did the Tories in 1932, that 2 tax on all Jand
values would provide public revenue out of the public fund now
enjoyed by private landlords, and would force unused [and in
town and country into gzood use, thus providing new opportunities
for nseful employment in the production of food, homes, minerals,
etc.. As the Labour Party has long zdvocaied this policy, this
Delogate Meeting declares that the time is opporiune for prompt
action by the Government oa these lines.”

2d. How THE FNGLisH PEOPLE Becams Lanpress. And How to
Regain the Land. .

1s. 6. PROTECTION OR T'rze Trapz. Py Henry George. Abridged
Edition, in stiff paper covers ; in full cloth, 28. 6d.

25, 6d. LawD VALUE RATING. Theory and Practice.
Donglas, M.A., M.P.

28, 6d. Sociar Proziems. By Heory George.

3s. 6d. Prooress anp Poverry., An Inquiry into. the Cause of
Industrial Depressions and of Increase of Want with Incresse of
Wealth. By Henry George.

By F. C. E.

" 38, 6. Lawp anp FrempoM. New and comprehensive treatise

on Land Vaiue Taxation. By Fredk. Verinder.
125, THE Lire or Hesey GEOrRGE, By Henry George, Jor.
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LOCAL RATES AND WHO SHOULD PAY THEM

INCREASES OF rates are reported from many parts of the
country. The rate in the pound has gone up by one, two, or
even three shillings. Some iccal authorities have so far
cvaded this action by drawing upon balances which they
have accumulated during the war, bui that process cannot
he lopg continued. Increases of rates are inevitable and
unavoidable, unless the State should withdraw a large bulk
of expenditure from the control of local auvthorities.

The operative cauvses are obvicus. The cost of the
materials and services required has risen hecanse of the
inflation which has taken place during the war. The tise
in the price level may be expecied to be permanent.  Infla-
tion is a process that is never completely reversed, unless #
procesds so far that the currency collapses completely, and
a mew monetary unif is substituted. On the other hand,
revaluations for rating take place onby 21 guinguennial
intervals,  The rating auwthorities are most reiuciant fo incur
the odium of increasing the valoation, and so the recorded
valuations tag far behind the trug values. Even in the
twenty years between the two wars, valuations had not
avertaken the new price level

Unwillingness to imcrease valuations is  especially  pro-
nounced in the case of dwelling houses. This is connected
with the operation of rent contrel, as an endeavour is made
to keep the valuations in step with the controlied rent. On
the other hand, the valuations of shops. factories and other
properties were increased 16 a higher extent than those. of
dwelling houses, As, even before the introduction of de-
rating, dwelling houses accounted for about three-guarters
of the total rateable value, the increase in the valuation of
ather properties was not sufficient fo prevent an increase
in the rate in the pound. Thus the increase in the valnation
coupled with the increase in the rate threw a dispropor-
tienate part of the burden on factories and other properties.

The “ Derating ¥ Legislation

This set of events was one of the reasons why com-
plaint was made of the burden of rates on indusiry. frans-
port and agriculture. It provided the excuse for the de-
. rating legisiation of 1928-30.  As a result of the complete
exemption of agricuitural land and the thres-gquarters exemp-
ton of industrial and freight transport hereditamenis, the
proportion of the rate burden borne by dwelling honses and
other non-derated subjects rosc from 77 per cent. to 95 per
cent, of the total. “Fhis is one of the facts brought cut in
a study of Deraring published last vear by the Institule of
Municipal Treasorers and Accountants,

The distortion of the rating system resulting from de-
rating was much greater than average figures of this kind
would suggest. The cumulative loss in many roval districts
cansed by derating of agricolinral land wus the eguivalent
of & rate of many shillings in the pound.

Similarly in highly industrialised districts the three-quarter
derating of factories and rtallways has thrown a sharply
incrensed burden on other properties.

It is interesting to observe that the repost referred o comes
to the conclusion that there has been no fulfilment of any
of the hopes held out by Mr. Winsten Churchill, when. as
Chanceller of the Excheguer in 1928, he announced the
scheme.  The mequalities of rates between one district and
another have not been mitigated bui have increased. The
distressed areas were not restored to prosperity.  Industry
was not set upon s feet aguin.  Agriculture siill alfeging ifs
plight clamoured for and obtalned subsidies. import gquotas
and other assistunce of many fimes the value of the derating
relief,

1t is also mteresting to observe that the Repori on Recon-
struction, issued last vear by the Incorporated Association

failure to elucidate the sconomic aspects of the gusstion

“be met in part by Government grant and the balance by
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of Rating and Valuation COfficers, comes fo the evownclusion
that these exemptions “have a purely historical crigin and
little rational justification.™

Alternative Methods

This report deals not only with derating, but surveys the
whole field of local rating. 1t makes a large number of
proposals for admunisirative changes, which are intended to
make the existing sysiem work beiter. These need not de-
tain ws. M also looks at the guestion whether the basic
princide of cur rating svstem showld be altered, and comes
to the conclusion that it should not  The idea of a local .
weome  fax Is dismissed as not providing a practicable
alternative to the present system for a number of reusons
which need not be repeated.  In this they are undoubiediy
correct. :

Alier setiing out a series of propositions which are de- :
scribed as the argumenis for and against the rating of site 1
valoes, the Report savs: “ The taxation of site valuss has :
much to commend i, but as an alternative method of raising
local revenne i is undssirable. The rating of anoual valoes |
as proposed in the Uthwatt Report appears (o be praciicable
and provides the best method yet advocated for securing
‘beiterment.” The present sysiem of raling, with or without
a practical scheme for rating site values, is beiter than the
proposed alternatives.”

Houses Made Scarcer and Desrer

The inconsistency of these observations is evident. M
arises, as so often happens in reports of this kind, from

For example, this Report says, quite corsectly, that rates
are a charge on the occupation of property. It then goes
on {o say that the amount the tenant has to pay in rates
will affect the amount he is prepared fo pay in rent. No
atiempt s made to pursue this argoment to its ulimate®
conclusion.  If the tenant pays less remt, it becomes un-
profitable to build houses, and vltimately shoriage of houses
vaises tents fo a point at which it becomes possible once’ .
more 1o build them.  This effect of the present rating system a
in making houses scarcer and dearer is entirely ignored in 4
this Beporl. This is all the more strange when it doss say
very clearly that “ rates are a charge not on income but on
expenditure.  In the case of houses they are a direct charge.
With other classes of property, such as clubs, licensed
premises, shops, business premises, industriah, traospori, and
public utility undertakings, they are an indirect charge, be-
cause it is well vecognised that they are ultimately passed
on to the consumer.” Thus ihe argument used in ancther
olace that rates are a “selective” tax. the amount of which
the ratepayer can vary by changing his place of occupation,
i3 blown sky-high. If every ratepaver could shift to a lower
rented property, the total to be raised in rates would still
be the same and all that would happen would be that the
rate in the pound would be increased.

P

Concrete Proposals

The concrete proposals which the Report makes for reform
of the rating system are that local government services should
be classified as either beneficial services affecting property
or social services affecting the individual. The expenditure
on beneficial services showld be borne entirely by the rates
levied as at present.  The expenditure on social services should

rates. The cost of town and cosntrv planning should be
met out of a rate on increases of land value on the lues
suggesied in the Uthwatt Report,




APRIL, 1046

The distingtion sought fo be drawn here betwéen beneficial
and social services owes. its origin to the distinction attempied
i be made between -beneficial and onerous services by the
Royal Commission on Local Taxation in 1901. No hard
and fast line can be drawn, but in so far as the services
provided by the local authority go to enhance the value of
property, it is the value of land which is enhanced and not
the value of the haildings. Thus, if this distinction means
anyihing, the conclusion to be drawn is that the .rates for
maintaining the beneficial services’ should be met ont of a
rate on site values. But it is the whole complex of services
provided which, together with natvral advantages, defermines
the value of land at any point. There is thus a sound case
for rating site vajues for all municipal purposes, and that
indead is what is done in the many places in which this
plan is in operation.

The Association, in Its report, does indicate some of the
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main arguments upon which the case for rating site values is
based :—That site and buildings differ in character; that the
valoe of sites arises withoui effort on the part of the owner,
while buildings must be erecied and maintaingd; that to
shift the burden to site valur wouid encourage the ereciion
of buildings; and that unused and vacant lapnd would be
rated, thus tending to the best development of land.

Mo attempt is made to counter these sound arguments,
Mor is any attention paid io the preat body of practical
experience which attests the walue of rating site values.
Meither does this Association, nor the Institute of Municipal
Treasurers, note that the rating of site values would be the
means of granting a true snd beneficial derating of the

work .of men’s hands which we would wish to encourage-

whilz not exemviing (and thereby allowing to flow into
privaie pockets) the valpe of fand which the community
creates. :

INCREASED GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF INVESTMENTS

Tue InvestMent (Conirol anpd Guarantees) Bill, to which
a second reading was given on the motion of the Chancellor
of the Excheguer (Mr. Hugh Dalton) on February 5, pro-
Cposes to do two things. Clause 1 enables the Treasury to
prohibit or control the borrowing of money or the raising
of money by the issue of shares, debeniures or other
securities.  Clause 2 enables the Treasury 1o guarantee the
borrowing of money by individuals up o & lmit of
£50,000,000 in any financial vear. The extent of the controi
16 be imposed over borrowing is to be settled by Order in
Councit.  The Government has published a draft of the
first order proposed to be made indicating that the control
will pot extend to transactions below £30,000.  Such an
order could at any time be revoked and o morce exiensive

one put in its place, subject to the power of the House of

Commons to annal it by resolution within a limited time.

The Bill was introduced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer
as part of the machinery for cconomic planning. 1t was
criticised by some Labour and Liberal members as not going
far enough. 1t was opposed by the Conservalives a8 a
restriction apon freedom and individeal enterprise and
inftiative, although some admitted that a femnporary measore
of control while thers was scate shortage of capital might
be justified. Some opposition approval was also expressed
of the part dealing with guarantees—a principle which was
ectablished to a limited extent by fthe Trade Facilifies Acts,
1971 and 1926, and the Development (Losns, Guaraniees
and Granis) Act, 1929,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated that the cbiect
of the Bili was “the determination of priorities according
to the national interest. . . . We must make our plans, aiming
at full employment, a fair distribution of wealth among
the diflerent sections of the community, and the best use
in the national interest of all our resources, whether physical
or financial.” The power of guarantee was “intended as an
anti-slhump weapon ™ and to assist * indistries which are in
a bad way and are greatly in need of modernisation and
new plant.” '

Broadly speaking, we would say that the Bill gives to
the Government powers to divert the investment of mensy
from those channels which the investors consider most profit-
able to others which they conmsider less profitable. In the
one case this result is achieved by the Treasury refusing to
permit the mvestment. 1n the other case, it is achieved by
the Treasury guaraniesing the repayment of money lent and
therehy giving the leader the assurance that the taxpavers
will refund his money if the enterprise in which it is invested
is a failure.

it is hardly conceivable that these measures can increase
the amount of capifal invested above what it would other-

e

wise have been. They would simply seem to have the effect
of diverting investment from some purposes fo others. If
this view is correct, the uitimate justification of the Bill is
that the Government kaows what the people want befter
than they know themselves, or else that they want the wrong
things and that the Government ought to prevent them

from getting what they want, The issue should not be.

obscured by talk of various abuses which have besn asso-
ciated with sowe fnancial transactions. @t is the duty of
the Statc to protect people against fraud, but that s not
the real purpose of this Bill, and is a subject for another
Eill which is said to be under consideration.

The suggestion that the Bill is an antislomp measuve
appeats to rest upon the assumption that the power of
guarantec upder Clauss 2 can be used in a time of depression
so as to incrsase the total volume of production and not
merely to divert it from one chaanel fo another. This In
turn appears to rest upon the idea thal during a depression

there is money lying idie which can be put info circojation ™
If that were true, the real avenue of inquiry -

by such means.
should be to examine why mwoney was hoarded and fo
eliminate the canses. Howsever, this is a speculative discus-
sion, for we did not notice that any speaker attempted to
give an economic explanation of how or why thizs Bill conid
be an anti-slump measore. _ ‘

The one effect which it is cleasty likely to have 1 o

strengthen the power of the great monopolies and combina- -

tions who will be able to exercise the utmost pressure Upon
the Treasury when they want peymission to borrow money
or issue shares and will be able to persuvade the Treasury
to guarantee loans which they will then be able to ratse at
low rates of interest. Thus the public credit will be used
to advantage the shareholders in these giant undertakings,
while the manufacturer or irader in & small way of business
will find it more difficult than ever to raise the capital which
he wants. This seems t6 be a curious outcome of Soccialist

policy, but practical experience of such measures in the

past has shown that it is the inevitable and logical outcome,

WeLL SAtp. The effect of taxation on the housing problem was
criticised by Mr. Justice Macnaghten in the Revenue Court to-day
(London Star, March 12): * All the dilapidated buildings you see
are really due to the system of faxation,” said the udge. “itis
fhe same with cottazes.- Yon have a dilapidated cotfage and
make it good and habitable, but immediately you have done that
you have 1o pay much more in income tax upon it. People are
clamauring for good houses. but the real canse of the disgraceful
housing conditions is faxation”

" The same applies with greater force to local taxation.
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THE RULE OF THE BUREAUCRAT

In AHis recently published short study of Bureawcracy,® Pro-
fessor Ludwig Von Mises refers in his preface to Great
Britain as “ once the cradie of modern Hberty”  According
o his publishers the avihor iz leader of the ¥ Austrian School
of Bconomics,” but it is something of a shock to realise
that griricism of bureaucracy’s encroachments can no longer
be identified with any school of economic thoughi in the
country of Adam Smith, We must be grateful, however, for
any raliying point against the prevailing drift of ideas which
has ceriainly never halted at a frontier. ¥ paternalism has
invaded us from central Burope, so might our own liberal
wdeals return fo us again

Limits of State Direction

Professor Von Mises, who appears to address himseif
mainly to American readers. seeks (o rationalise the business
man's impatience with the bureavcrat by showing that the
agents of the State capnot be responsible for the results when
the bursaucratic method is applied in spheres to which it
is inherently unsuited.  Tn public administration, such as the
judiciary, the poiice, the coflection of taxes, and the armed
forces, therz is *no markei price for achievements.” The
civil servant is thus enabled fo act according fo rules and
regulations whick can be adequately laid dows and con-
irolled by the sovereizn people through their representaiives.
It is necessary fo appreciate that the burcnucratic method is
appropriate for these purposes in order to understand that
it cannol be applied, in a seciety even moderately free, to
the provision of zoods and services which have a cash value
in the market

The producer, seeking to meet public desire under
“ capitabism,” tisks his own property and labour and acts
on his own initiative under contipually changing conditions
of preduction and price.  Officiais, however, sven of the
most dictatorial States, cannoi act on their own Initiative
because every government must control iz own revenue.
Officials mnst follow resulations, but po State can entirsly
regulate individual desire in consumption or ingenuity and
skill in production. * Progress is precisely that which the
vules and regulations cannol forvesee”  All that bureaucratic
planning can accomplish iz to follow clumsily and expen-
sively the indications afforded by those markets which remain
comparatively free.

Resuiting Disasters

The atiempt to direct production and markets—inclading
the labour market—by btireavcracy creates conditicas which
are cumulative. and vnless reversed must end in sconomic
and political disaster. Neither competition nor the * profit-
motive " is eliminated. They are diveried from serving the
desires of an impersona! market by the method of industrial
progress and turn instead to serving the desires of the party
in power by the method of political intrigue. In this process
the prevailing system of taxafion takes a prominent part.
Where the dividends of business concerns are atmost ail
absorbed by taxation the influential industriajist expects and
receives from the bureaucrat the protection and favour such
4 valuable contributor of revenus reguires. despife any
official condemnation of “ private emterprise”  This pro-
tection, however, has its price. The Collectors of Revenue
tend to became © ihe supreme authorities in matiers of manu-
facturing.” Where the government dstermines the height
of tariffs and freight rates, grants or denies import and export
licences, monopolises foreign exchange, ™ no corporation can
afford the laxury of an executive unpopuiar with the adminis-
trution, the trades unions and the great political parties.”
The injury is not only to efficiency buot fo the morale of
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Professor Von Mises.

the whole socisty., The conditions in the Southern and
Eastern BEuropean countries—inefficiency of industry, corrup-
tion of government and poverly of the people—are an
example of ihe wltimaie effects of bursaucratic direction of
industry,

Germany and Frauce as Examples

In his examinaticn of the social and pelitical implications
of bureaucratisation, Professor Von Mises cites the political
structure of Germany and France in the 1ast years preceding
the fall of their democratic constitutions, when * for a con-
siderable part of the clectorate the State was the source
of income. There were nol only the hosts of public em-
plovees, and those eroploved in the nationalised branches of
business, there were the receivers of unemploymeni dole and
of social security benefits, as well as the farmers and some
other groups which the governmment directly or indirecily
suhsidised.”  As voters © their main concern was fo gel more
out of public funds. Thev did vot care for “ideal” issues
like libarty, justice, the supremacy of the law, and good
government. . . . Mo candidate could risk opposing the
apvetite of these public employess for a raise” We know
how weak these democracies proved o be when faced with
4 crisis, and we know all too disturbingly the similar trends
n our own conntey.

The part plaved by vouth in overthrowing Continental
democracy s well known, Professor Von Mises considers
this could have been arresied if the advocates of government
omnipotence had not succeeded in preventing youth from
becoming acquaiited with the teachings of economics. The
stages byl which government conirol of education and the
universities reduced economics from the siudy of scopomic
Taws. 1o the study of statistics and disconnected facts relating
to State action are yet ancther warning io us.

But, as the wuthor points o, there are also psychological
comsequences when the rising generation tends to seek em-
ployment as jonctionnaires vather than in business, *'The
voung man will enjov security. But this will be rather of
the kind which the convict enjoys within the prison walls
He will pever be free to make decisions and o shape his
fate, He shudders at the sight of the huge office buildings
in which he will bury himseif.” Hence the revolt expressed -
in the various kinds of Youth Movements which, signifi-
cantly, hegan i Germany before the first World War. “ But
it was a counterfeit rebellion. . . . The rioters were impotent
because they were under the spell of the totalitarian super-
stitions. They indulged in seditious babble, but they wanted
first of all government jobs” In the resuit the Youth
Movements lost their identity in the alleembracing Siate:
vnder the one-party sysiem the chains are riveted sironger
than hefore.  “The oniy righi that veung people enjoy
vnder bureancratic management is o be docile. sub-
missive, and obedient.” The critical sense tends to decay.
#ooliticians and writers outdo one another in the adulation
of the soversign, the common man. TFhey do not venture
to impair their popularity by the expression of . unpopular
idens.” ‘These and other consequences of burgaucracy are
traced i adequate detail and with admirable ~clarity by
CGther authors have done this before,
notably Max Hirsch as far back as 1901, but surely no age
needed the warning more than our own. :

What abont Remedies ?

When he comes to deal with possible remedies, however,
Professor Von Mises, like so many other advecates of
“ capialism,” fails to work out the cure by the only ingical
method, i.e, by diagnosing the cause. He never sets himw-
self to show why public opinion after many years of
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* srivate snterprise” found it so umsatisfactory that whole
natiops have -been seen to swallow notions that on close
examinaiion appear ufterly absurd. MWevertheless, he makeos
a suggestion of the greatest imyportance, o important indesd
that it could Izad to a régime of privaie enterprise free from
those defects which enabled the sophists (o bring the phrase
into disrepute,

Apply Common Bense

* Whether one likes it or not, it is a fact that the main
issves of present-day politics are purely economic and cannot
be understood withont a grasp of economic theory. Only
a man conversant with the main problems of cconomics i3
in a position to form dn independent opinion on the problems
involved. . . . The first duty of o citizen of a democratic
community is to educate himsell and to acguire the know-
ledge needed for dealing with civic affairs. . . . What i3
needed above all is common sense and logical darity. Go
right to the botton of things is the main role” {f sound
knowledge of the basic factors of economics were to be
generaily diffused, however, we believe that Professor Von
Mises would be required to explain with greater clarity many
of the terms, such as capitalism and free enterprise, which
he employs with dubious meaning. Morgover, he, in common
with all other prominent economists, would be required o
reveal the Great Economic Mystery: why, when land is
the first necessity of all production, and land revenue ths
natural revenue of the community, all reference to this over-
riding consideration is studiously avoided by prominent
economists, Socialist and non-Socialist alike.

1t would not be true to say that this book is designed

to appeal mainly to the self-interest of the American business
man, but a hostile critic might easily be led by some passages
to make the charge. The author, like zo many of those
. who are prompted more to criticise the “ Left™ than to seck
the remedy for more Tundamental evils, is extremely bried
in his references fo those methods of fariff and other legalised
monopoly by which business men sought to gain legal
privilege long before modern bureancracy reached its present
strength. He does “not recommend capitalisin for the sake
of selfish interests of the entrepreneurs and capitalists, but
for the sake of ali members of society.” But there is nothing
in his book to disturb a “capitalist” bent on seil-interest
by the same methods that have hitherto obtained, and thers
is litile indeed to explain to any member of the “landless
proletariat 7 the cause of the evils which bureaucracy pre-
sumes to remedy.  One cannot avoid - the suspicion that
Professor Von Mises does in fact addreéss himself to the sell-
interest, if not the selfishness, of the business man more than
to the genmeral sympathies of mankind.

Tt is sound and right to show that economic freedom in

the Iong run hrings to every producer solid material gain,
but there is some danger if we insist too exclusively on
self-interest as a motive for social action. At the present
time salfishness—unless of that kind so enlightened that it
ceases to be selfish—would induce every business man and
every operative to make their best terms with the bureaucrat.
If we would advocste freedom successfully we must appeal
not only to seli-inierest but also to the social sympathies
and higher emotions, to an elevated conception of the dignity
and purpose of Jife. After all, a selfish man will help oniy
those causes which have won or are winning; and this is
far from the situation of freedom to-day.
F.IL P
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1L.8.A. and Canada, $1.

OBEYING THE LAW OF RENT.

THERE 1S an inteHectual beauty about the Law of Rent that

makes it sneprising that it is so neglected in political diseas-

sions, even. amongst those most concerned with the interesis
of labour. The Law of Rent is well known; its best expres-
sion being that of Hemry George in Progress and Poverty:
“ The rent of land is determined by the excess of #ts produce
over that which the same application can secure from the
least productive land ip use.” Here the important phrase is
“ the same application,” that is of labour and its tools, seeds,
machines, etc., summed ap in the word “capital” This
application of labour and capital to opportunities that vary
in productiveness, leads, on the better opportunities, to an
excess vield which it is obvicus, by reason of the terms of
the proposition, is not due to the amount of labour exerted.

This law is usually illustrated in some such way as the
foilowing. On one piece of iand on the margin of produc-
tion, where no rent is or can be charged, a given amount
of labour will produce wealth to the amouni of say £100:
on a superior site, the same effort will produce £1530: the
differsnce representing an economic rent of £350 as between
the two sites. If this rent is appropriated by the man who
happens to be in possession of the favourable site-thea an
injustice is done to the other man who worked as hard, bui
whose opportunity was unequal.

There is. however, another way of locking at the Law of
fent, which throws the injustice into even more glaring
light. If we torn the above illustration round, and con-
sider, not a given amount of labowr applied to wvarying

sites, but a given amount of wealth to be produced from -

these differing sites, we get some such result as follows

On the superior site wealth to the amount of £130 reguires’

o cerfzin degree of labour, Jei us say two days, Then it
fo!ia}Ws that on the inferior site in our iHustration, the same
amount of wealth, £150, will require three days labour io
produce. That is 50 per cent. harder toii for the same reward.
If they exchange their products with each othes, or take

them to the market, which in the long run will be the same..,

thing, one will be giving the results of three days’ work and
receiving in return the resuits of only two days’. Fer two
davs’ imports he will have to give three days’ exports. in
ather words, the less fortunaie worker will have to work
one day for nothing. '

It is obvious to those who remember the basic economic
law that men seek to gratifv their desires by working as
litile as possible, that ne man would work on land yiclding
only £100 worth of wealth i he were fres and had free
access to better land vielding £150 worth. That is, no man
would work for three days for the same result as he could
get by working two days, if he could help it. If, however,
the rights' of private property are estended so as to include
land as a commodity. on the same footing as articles made
by man, then it will be possible for some men fo approprinte
the better sites of land and the cconomic remt which their
superiority gives.

We have not consuiered so far the consequence that
taxation for public purposes wili have to be levied on pro-
ducts of industry because the economic rent fund is thus
appropriated - by individuals. - We wish to focns special
attention on this deduction from the Law of Rent, that men
who are denied their rights in the land are subjected, not
merely to an abstract injustice or some subiective afiront
to their feelings, but are made to exert hard physical toil
beyond the limits of what they would choose under fair
conditions,

Yet this is the state of the world to-day, vevealing the
causes of the world-wide unrest. Forced labour, vnrequited
toil, men forced to work on disadvantageous sites, when
better opportunities are visible fo thelr eyes, these are the
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~ great social evils arising out of a neglect of the Law of
Rent and its implications,  If men were free they would
exert their izbour where the reward would be greatest, that
is on the best land throwa open fo them by the prevention
of monopoly and the private appropriation of the economic
vent of land. 1t is the present icleration of this private
appropriation that gives the encouragement lo speculztion
in land and its being withheld from use, thus compelling the
resert to land that reguires increased effort to secure a

given return. A true understanding of the Ilaw of Rent
would show how by bringing higher capacities of land inio

-freer use—and this can be done by taxing all land on its

value~-human energy can be economised and wasted cifort
avoided. = As the saving of energy and the avoidance of
waste should be one of the first aims of every Government
the Law of Rent stands as the sign-post o ihe most pressing
iegislative need of our country and our time.

.11 0

NEWS FROM OGVERSEAS

(Press Service of the Imiernational Usnion for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade, 4 Great Swmith Sereet, London, S.W.1)

JOHANNESBURG | INCREASED LAND Yarus Bare. The ¢ity has
raised its nsscssment rate from 7d, to 8d, in the £ of capital
land valie, this municipal tex exempting sl buildings and 1N
provements. The increase (Rand Daily Mail. Ferbroaary 113 has
been approved by the Administrator, General I, F. Pienaar. The
chairman of the City’s Finance Commitee, Mr. . H. Fpsiein,
has published the reasons for the incrense (R.D.M., February 12},
saying that the Labour Party believes thai the average citizen, the
“fittle man,’ is better served by an increase in the rates than by
an increase i service charges. © 1 would net be right to make
the very poor pay for the increased city expenditure through -
creased chargss for water, lighis apnd transport o a grealer
degree than those betier off. By increasing the {land value) rate
the burden is spread more evenly. The central property owners
will pav nearly two-thirds of the increase. Suburban property
owners will pay an extra few shillings a month, depending on
the value of their siands . . . in the majority of cases they will
pay iess than if an increase in service charges had beon accepted.”

The fauwlt in Johannesburg finances has all along been that,
although the asscssment rate is levied wholly on tand values, a
Targe part of the revenue has been derived from that indirect and
unjust taxation disguised as * profit on municipal services.” The
foregoing staiement on the part of the Labour Pariy is therefors
to be welcomed, appreciating the trath that the proper revenue of
the commueiy restdes in the land value which the coramunity
creates.  1n this regard we notice the protest of the Johannesburg
= Property Owners Profection  Association,” ie., the owners of
the highly valuable land in the central section who complaim
against haviag to pay the major part of the new = burden,” as if
they. had made the land valuable or as if they were entitled to
continue the appropriation of its value. Here s o clear clash
between 1he private and the public interest and the Lakour Pariy
rightly stands for the latter. The “ Property Owners ™ show their
veal colours as mere monopolisers of land value In their demand
to put some taxes back on to buildings and improvements and
in their apprehensions of the stilf higher contribution they will
be requived o make when. with land value sating sl fully in
effect, the pending periodic revaluztion of Johanneshurg take
place.

AUSTRALIA. Progress of Melbourne for December, 1945, re-
ports activity in many areas. the making rsady of petitions
demanding polls of ratepayers for the fevy of rates on Jand values
in Footscray, Presion, Northeote and Moorabin and steps in the
same direction in Box Hill and Nenawading besides in other
places. The Shire of Philip lsland has indicated that it supports
site-value rating and intends to adopt it neat year. Ballarat is
nguiring into the desirability of making the change 1o that system.

In Western Australia the Road Board of Manjanup has decided
10 adont site-value rating. and the Board of Mosman Park which
has that system in force but had intended to revert from it was
defeated through a largely signed petiion of ratepayers to the
Mimister. . -

In Tasmania a Bill 1o make ratepayers’ polls mandatory an
not merely advisory, as they have been in that State, has passad
the Lower House of Assembly and now goes 1o the Legislative
Counci! where it is not anticipated that serious opposition will
be met, ’

There i3 a general report on the position of Greater Brisbane,
Queensiand, where the area under the direct control of the City
Council covers 375 square mailes. of which £3.239 acres ae in
urban use and about 188000 acres are in use for rural purposes.

The rates are levied on the value of the land alone. exempting
ail buildings and improvements and {he assessment s ihe capital
value of the land. The rates are: for gen parposes, 3d in

the £ for water. 5d. for seweenge, 3d. For rural land the
corresponding  rales are 61 3d. and 24, One of the major

factors in the diffusion of prosperity in this ¢ity has been the
extreme cheapness of land, This is instanced in the records of
chunges in property owneiship, relaiing mamly 1o existing houses
and ot merely cheap vacant lots.  in the vesr cnding June 30,
1942 (he properties sold numbered 2% i improved value
(land and buildings) wos returned at £2,033,243, w ile the assessed
value of ihe land alone was £189.764, the latier working ot at

an avernge of £3F per lot as compared witly  @n average
of £467 for improvemenis alone.  The picture of  ibese

ghenp sites and thess unlased improvements lustrates the

working  of the lund-value-rating  system now unpversal  in
Cmieenstand,
Derniare.  Welcoms for our Library, helping 1o make good

the disaster of May 10, 1941 ure & whole seves of the informa-
fve Land Value Mops of Copenhagen and other Danish lowns:
issued by the Central Yaluation Depariment; also the hansdsomely
produced jarge-type editions of Henry Gzorge’s works—Frogress
and Poverry, Social FProblems, The Condition of Fabour and
Protection or Free Trade.  The parcel mcludes in book form
with portrait the Leow of Human Progress, being the latter part
of = Progress snd Poverty,” the lecture Afeses in large Format,
Jakob E. Las { Economy and his Life of Henry
Georee, Axel Fraenckels Evomomic Liberation, and o large
selection of the efegant booklets published by the Heotschnical
High School. It is especially interesting to find among the last-
named, under the title The Prophet of San Francisco. the seript of
the Radio Play which wa st from the Copenhagen station
on Sepiember 2, 1939, in ton of ihe Henry George
centenary.  Finally, a booklet of iwenty-four pages being  the
sele list of Hieralure on Ienry Gearse snd Georgeism.”
prepared by the Central Librusy for the Mavibe County. This
contalns no fewer than 163 litdes

Borcaria,  The sood news ocomes from Sofia that Mro B
Gudnleff and his famiiy have come safely ihrough the war. Home,
hawever, was destroyed in Allled air attacks. In his letter 1o ihe
International Union for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade,
with which he has been long associated, Mr. Gudulell writes:
“ pfany of our friends here are eager to vesume the propagands
of Henrv 3sorge's ideas. Alfready in Plovdiv we have resiarted
the Henry George Association, of ‘which De, Karaivanoff is secre-
tary, and we are contemplating new editions of Secial Problems
and Protection or Free Trade. We expect befors long to be
engaged in extended work, We wish to resume contact with
friends in France, Denmark. US A, and other countsiss and to
be acquainted with the latest developments and legal enactments.”
Among other active workers in the movement are” Mr. Edreff,
agricultural specialist in Kazaniik and Mr Kovatcheff, advocate,
transiator of Progress and Poveriy, Social Problesiy wnd The Land
Question and author of the booklet The Fight Against Poverly.

With all else that & said or rumouvred about the political scene

in Rulgaria, it is reassuring and gratifying to learn that the
teachers of Henrv Geoize's social philosophy are thus freely
spreading the light.

zd, BEach. Iniernational Conference Papers. Subjects of theoretical
and practica! interest and descriptive of progress in a number of
countries. List on application.
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SCOTTISH LIBERALS REORGANISE

Under s revised constitution the Scottish Liberal Federation
gives place te the SCOTIISE LIBERAL PARTY, by which individual
mentbership 15 open ¢ ail persons who subscribe to the principles,
and  Liberal associations and  cther Liberal organisations in
Scotland can affiliate.

This change was decided upon at the Annuval Business Meeting
of the Feoderation, beld in Cdinburgh on March 15. . The
following dav  the newly constimied * Scottish Liberal Pariy ™~
held tis Conference and issved a . Manifesto declaring “she
proepositions upon which the Liberalism of wo-day will be securely
founded,” viz :

1. The only crierion of human progress is that all social and
econoime  change should lead to greater individual freedom.
Freedom is a positive spinitual conception which cxpresses the
deepest purgose of life. Mo solution of any poliicai problem is
the correct splution unkess 1t 8 aonxlsier; with the development of

ma!wa human frecdom.

Freedom, being an individual and personal goal, can oaly be
Aahzcwc! in terms of the individual person. 'The conception of
freedom bs inapplicable to crganised groups, Instifutions, or cor-
porations except kir-so far as they dre thought of as an aggresgste
of individuais, ) -

3. The most important social aspects of the concept of freedom
are:— o '

gy Freedom of mind and copscience, or cultiral freedom.

(b)Y Freedom in ihe choice of occapation and f[reedom 0 enjoy
the fraits of one’s owa labour, skill or ingenuily.

{c} Freedom to participaie effectively in the choice of Govern-
ment and to participate offectively in the control of government.

{dy Freedom in the choice of personal satisfactions, which in-
volves freedom in the exchange of the prodocis of labour, skili
or ingenuity, and freedom of movement.

{¢} Freedom to use all natoral resources unrestricied by privaie
1=\erzep0!y

4. ¥t is a condition of the development of freedom that there
shouid exist in society no privileged classes or individuals, no
monoepolies which are not effectively controlied by the whole
community and no inequality of opportunmity as between one
individual and another. Al values in lapd and other natursl
respurees created by the community should be taken in taxation
for the benefit of the community.

5, It is a further condition of the development of freedom that
the funciions of the 3tatc should be within the comprehension, of
the ordinary citizen, and that there shouid noi exist within the
Htate a class which ales, either by virtue of economic privilege or
by the delegation of governmental function.

&, Mo sociely other thun a community of free individuals can
be a healthy and stable society, and it therefore follows that only
such asociety can achieve cconomic success. The real condition
fiog eovnoimic progiess and the banishment of poverty and war
s therefore the establishment of such a society. Afsempts ic
solve economic probierss without regard to human freedom will
end inevitably in maierial as well as spiritual disaster.

Among the resohations adopted by the Conference was ome on .

Housing and Rating aflirming tbat: “ The Scottish Liberal Party
deplores the failure of the Government to cope with Housing
and declares that this problem in Scotland cannot be solved
without the burden of Rating being removed from Enterprise and
Tdevelopment, and local revenue derived from a tax on site

value.”
ticad offices of Party are at 26, Frederick Street, Edinburgh, 2.

&

At the Lirhan District Councils elections taking place in April.
Mr. Siephen Martin, one of the hon. secretaries of the Libera!
Liberty Leazue, is the Liberal candidate in the Lamorbey West
ward of Chisichorst snd Sideup. Mr. Martin has been in the
forefront of the local political and social life of the district for
fourtesn yvears’ and with his interest in all progressive causes.
championing the freedom of trade and the freedom of production,
he has never let opporianity slip to advocate reform jn the unjust
rating svsiem. DPleediess o say that in this contest “ Rate land
vaiues, take rries off houses and other buildings and improve-
ments 7 has frst place i his programme,

. at the elections in March.

NOTES AND NEWS

The Liberal Liberty League held its Annsal Me:f:titlé in the
Livingstone Hall, Westminsier, on February 28, Heoports were

received from the Execulive officers and the Committes was
elected for the ensuing year, including the officers, viz.: Chair-
man, Mr. Asbley Mitchell: Vice-Chairman, Mr T. Atholl

Robertson; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Wilirid Harvison; Bon. Seore-
taries, Messrs. C. H. Batly, ¥. Duopuis and S, Martin. The
General Council, consisting of about 100 members, was also
reappointed. The new Declaration of Principle which had bef:n
circulaied beforehand (o all members. was unanimously appiove
and released for publication.

Following the business session, a pullic dma{mstrati_qn wis
addressed by . Messrs. Wilfrid Hammison, 4. W, Madsen and T
Atholl Robertson, Mr. Ashley Mitchell presiding, and many ok
part iz the subsequent discussion. 1 is an encowagement {o the
League 1o see the excellent notice of the mesting in the British
Werkly which was personally represented by its Edisor. In
ancther column we report Mr. Harrison’s address in which he
spoke on the principles laid down in the new Declaration.

Other recent publications are the-stitements on “ Purpose and
Policy” and- on “Full Opporivnity for Employment.” The
League rents office accommodation at 4, Great Smith Strest.
Lopdon, 5.W.1 and its officers will be happy to provide il
information about its work to interested inquirers.

Mr. A. . Bradburn, Viee-President of the Porismouih
Pharmacists’ Assoclation, was among the manpy who regretied
inability 1o attend the Livingstons iHall meciing. He wrote: 7L
am in support of any actlon taken to {a) combal the pemmnicicus
and #mrooral sysiem of faxation which penalises the honest,
indusirious, aad prudent citizen in order to provide for the shiftiess
and improvident, (b} endeavour to reform the present systems of
Land Taxation whereby putting land 1o better we, and the ime
provemeni of property thereon, immediaiely produces an addisional
burden of iazation i the form of increased rates; (¢) relieve private
enlerprise of the onus of acting (under penalty) as uvopaid tax
coliectors while at the same #ime being cailed upon o foot the
cost- of extra staff to deal with P.AY.E., Food and Clothing
Coupons, NMH.L contribuiions, to say nothing of financing the
Treasury by paying Purchase Tax .on goods. before they reach the
consumer; (d) reduce the ramifications of an immoral system.of a
totalitarian bureaucracy which hampers, inhibits, prohibits, and
frustrates every effort of honest. endeavour by those who koow
how in their own particular sphere, to get to work to clear up the
soITy mess our once-splendid nation is in to-day; -(e) bring home
to men and women of Britain that freedom from fear and want
can only come to a nation that recognises the providential Father-
hood of God in the Brotherhood of Man and rcallscs that behind
thmgs temporal stand things eternak”

Mr. F. C. R. Douglas, M.P., who has been a member of the
London County Council since 1934, and for the past six years
Chairman of its Finance Commitiee, did not stand for re-election
His retiral is oceasioned by the

increasing pressure of his Parliamentary duties.

Codnor, Derbyshire, will have a reader of Land & Liberty as
a candidate for the Heanor U.D.C. (Codnor Ward). He is Mr.
T. W. Amos who at his adoption meeting declared his wholz-
hearted adherence to the policy of Land Value Rating. Mr.
Amos is the nominee of the local Labour Party, He has received
pledges of support from the Ripley Co-operative Society and

Co-operative Party,

The economic class at Waingroves, Derbyshire, conducted by
Mr. G. Musson, resumed during the week beginning March 18,
after having been interrupted by illoess. Mr. F. Grace, who is
associated with it, addressed the Ripley Co-op Women's Guild
in February and good reports are to hand of the impresston made,

Meetings addressed by members of the Manchester Land Vilues
League include Weaste Co-operative Guild, Mrs. Catterall; Woman
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for Wesgmdnster., Al H. Weller; Sale Discussion Group, ¥, F.
MuacClafferty. At the Clonghfold Youth Centrs dMr. 1. I, Slaver
opened a discussion on YA Seientific Approach 1o aomies.”’

He has been asked o plan a special course at lhe dav-school
for school leavers, which would inclade a simple course on
sconomics, He writes: " young people are introduced to basic

principles they will have a good foundaton on which o byild
when they examing socizl problems uy jater [ife”

The Clitheroe Adverdiser recently reported 2 local Conserva-
tive Brains Trust mesting st which the following question was
asked: I, through a buildicg programime, land s increassd in
value, should lhe landowner reap the benefit? 7 The answer,
it any, was nol reporied,

A Yetter writien by A H. Weller, entitled
industy,” was printed in Stockport’s Conservative
Srockport Advertiser, of March 1.

My, F. Bentley, who has come w Manchester from Yorkshire,
15 a welcome accession to the Manchester Leagie amd he has been
unanimously elected a member of the Commitlee.

resdom i
W‘ekiv._ the

Harortny B, Hossow

The death of Mr, H B, Hobson, which occurred after a brief
illness, on February 13 was o shock 1o his many friends. Asa
young man recently seitled in Manchester he one day listened
1 wn address on Land Values Tazation &1 an open-air mesting
in Muoss Side, and afterwards inwoduced himself to the writer.
From that day in (912 untl his death he was a faithiul friend and
helper of the workers in the Henry George movement in Man-
chaster.  Perhaps his most quismndm& service o the movement
was in providing an annual reunton at his residence i the form
of & garden party, which began in 1919 and contihuving  until
lasi swmumer. always gave greal pleasure o his guesss. Al his
home he was the same big-hearted, friendly person whoe had
come 1o Manchester nearly forty vears earlier. His love of argu-
ment led hin I discussion, to oppose even people with wi‘aom
he was i agreement.  Beng always = agin the gmf*rmﬁwni " hoth
friends and opponents served as representatives of © government,”
sometimes (0 the bewilderment of his friends. This, however. did
1ot fessen the affectionate esteam i which he was held by all who
had the privilege of knowing and widerstunding him. Nir.
Hobson was twice marned, and in his generous afiitude 1o his
land-value frisnds he was lovally supported and encouraged at
home. His widow js assuved of sincere sympathy i her
bereavement. ACHL W

The Yerkshire Land Yalues League has successfully approached
many Rotary Clubs and these columns have reporied many
meetings with thom, M
Rotary on Fehroary 200 Circulars sent o the remaining Rotary
Cinbs in the Yorkshire and Northern area not vet addressed by
the League's speakers have resulted in twe further engagements
being bookad, viz, Hull and Bridington.

Tha eight winter session classes of the Henry George School of -

Socizl Science in the Merseyside aren have aow reached Books
1V and ¥V of “Progress and Poverty.” A new Birkenhead class
was opened for & seaior vouths group of the Birkenhead Co-
operative Society on Monday, Febriary 25, at 36, Park Road
South, Birkenhead. Miss McGovera is conductiog this class, which
makes her second weekly class in that town., Efforts are also
being made to interest organisations in the area t¢ form more
classes. Requests for particilurs and offers of voluniary help in
advancing  this educationad work shouid be addressed to E. T.
MoeManus, 13, Norton Street. Liverpool.

F. A. Bryan in
progressing  satisfactorily,

The two economic classes organised by Mr
Carlton-in-Lindrick and Langold are .
Eighteen students are attending.  Those who because of shifi-work,
etc,. cannoi come one evening manage to atiend the other,  As
episode in the discussions was o Communist assertion that ihere

T

Tname

Ashley Milchell spoke to the (Foole

was no rent in a Communist state which was answered by the
request © consudt the first anicle in the Commumst manifesio,
The allegation is also well set at rest in Sir John Mavnard's book
The Russian Peasant which ~ 13507 reviewsd ai some lengih
in our issue of April, 1945, There was also a wseful discussion
af thx. matter in a special aricle Zussign Lessons in Lano &
Liserty of August, 1934, Ummvuqats!y these issues of Lann &
i.srerTY are out of print.

In Cardiff, Mr. W. B, Birmiogham, Lectursr in Economics 1a
the University College of South ‘Wales and Monmouthshire, has
agreed 1o lead a class for the study of Political Economy., The
hon. secretary of the Welsh League for the Taxation of Land
Values and Mro 2 Gl Tavlor have discussed arrangements with
Mr. Birmingham and the collaboration of members of the League
wili be sought a1 the fortheoming annual meeting, My, Birming-
ham s young and enthusiastic and has been associated with Dr.
Tavior in loecal discussions on political and economic guestions
in connection with the ~ Religion and Life ™ Week.

YOUR SUPPORT

The Urfted Committee for the Taxation of Land Values Lid,
(publishers of Lanp & Lineriy, posial subseription 45, or §1
from US.A and Cunaday, the Tnitermational Union for Land
Walne Taxation and Free Trude, and the Leagues listed below
arg maintained by the voluntary sapport of those who beliove
in and would seek 1o advance the principle and policy which

the Comumitiee, the Union and the Leogues sdvocate: Land
YValue Taxation and Free Trade in is fulln with removal

of the tax burdens on industry and abelition of all monopolies
and special prnvileges that interfere with the prodoction  of
wealth and . prevent tis  just” disiribution.  Dopations in aid of
campaign funds will be allocated as desired among any of ths
assogiations named, '

Cheques may be made payable to ¥ Land & Liberty,” 4, Gra
Smith Sueet, London, S.W.1.  Friends in the ULS AL and Canada
can contribufe ‘throungh the Robert Schalkenbach hmndatéon.
48-50, East a9th Street, New York, in which case they should
izand & Liberty ¥ and- make cheques, ete., payable o the
Foundation.

ADDRESSES

At 4, Great &Smith Strest, London, SW.1. Telephone, Abbev
6665 United Commitiee for the Taxation of Land Values Lid.,
AL W, Madsen (Secretary), ¥ R. Douglas (Assistant Secie-
taryy  Henry  George  Foundation (Plﬂ“ilshlnL Diepartment):
faternational Union for Land Valpe Taxation and Free Trade
Ashley Mitchell {Treasurery, FEnglish Lrague, Fredh. Verinder
{Secretarvy Henry George School of Social Science.

Yorkshire Leggue: E—i{mard Binns and Percy Roberts Hoon,
Secretaries), . Bentley (Diganising Secreiary), 129, Skipion
Road, ¥ eighley: I\/fﬂfltftt’.stt’t’ Leagwe, A, H. Weller {(Secretary),

Fhe Dingle, Chester Road, Hazel Grove, nr.. Manchester, Mo,
F. G. Sumner, Oakside, Mitton Road, Whalley, Lancs, Afbert
Brown, White Brooms, Qughtrington, nr. Warringion: Henry.

George Freedom League, Wm. Reid (Secretary), 9. Woodside
Creseent, Glasgow, 3 Welsh League. B. A Davies (Hon,
Sec). 27, Park Place, Cardiff (Phone 1563} and 1. 7. Rees (Hon.
Organising  Sec), 2, Sowuthey Street, Cardiff; Midland Leogue,
lohn Bush (Hon. Sec), 90, Scho  Street, Smethwick, Staifs;
Liverpceol Teague, Miss N, MeGovern (Hon. Cerms!‘londmu-
Sec), 74, Osmaston Read, Prepton. Birkenhead; Hemry George
‘stf’zmﬂ of Social Science, Lnerposl E. L Mr.,Manus (Sec etasy)

. Morton Sueet, Liverpool, 3, Crosby Henry George Fellow-
e'izip. . C. Paton (Hon. 5ec.), 11, Tudor Road, Liverpool, 2
Portsmouath Lecgre, Ho R, Lee {(Hon, Sec), 13, La\wmu, Road.
Southses: Derbyshire League. G, Musson (Hoo. S¢c), 2%, Denby
Lane, Codnor; Edinkurgh League, A, Davis (Acting Hon. Sec..
&, Kirkhill Terrace, Edinburgh. 9 Costle Douglas Henry Gc’n 4
Fellowship, Ms. Margaret MceCail, 88, King Street.
Douglas, Kitkcudbrightshire, Highlond League. 1 M;{thn?"{t’:
(Hon. Sec), Queensgaie Arcade, Tnverngss.
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