4 Great Snuth Street, London, S w.1. 5

0 e pea]ong at East Deroham,
Notfolk (Manchester Guardion, Tth March)
Yt Somerset de Chairsaid ¢ “¥ know of
fanners ‘in - the - Fens -whose. iricome -has
d - from :under. £300 to .around
500 | annumasamultofthewar,
and: they::are boasting -they -do not pay
mcom tax; - Farmiers are getting fantastic
pn s for malting: barley, and 1 say: there
is: something: definitely. unbalanced . about
& war: economy: which: permits such: prices
to:be paid. . I hear also of farm workers
who iprefer working .for farmers, with an
“assessment - of under £300  pér annum,
as. income-tax returns are mot reguested
from. such farms, and 1he workers mcape
taK ”

But - let not the Member hiame the
farmiers. ' Parliament ‘is:vesponsible.~“The
farmers are quite: naturally, even'obediently,

applying the laws..that -have ‘been passed - .

- deliberately: in’their favour: Ifyou agrec
10 subs:dles then ou must ‘pay. _for the

wiiers they w:li retain
it il they ‘are tenarnts
'I_andiord domandmg

__ore rent that the spoil 15 handed
e siuperfor “party and .they are
no “better: s1tuated than they were, when

futuro what charice s

! -.-who, seeing the benefits
“showéring: ‘on -agricaltare,

¢ to be farmers ‘and have all
i the capacity 7 None,
| “such a price or such a rent
f : rtunity to. cultivate” ** with
the 2id: of the State,” that only hard.and
: oil 'will ‘be: their: portion.
()r arse;” the land: speculation -that - this
‘policy provokes, together with the hopes
that governments will prolong and extend
and' increase thc subsidies, will send land
-prices - and.-rents. far “beyorid. what . any
farmer ifi‘his'senses would think of paying.
‘Agriculture  will “then head' for cotiapse.
“More"” subsidies” may " be " vofed 'in the
attempt to stay dt—which is the wsual

courso—abut th w;ll only postpone ami

aggravate - the final disaster, ' Recent
sales_ in Yorkshire of agncultural ‘proper-
ties,” says Yark.s' Evening Post -of
24th March, “ show a definite apprecxatxon
in the value of Tand as an investment.’
But ‘nioré. to thie point and almost I]ke a
paragraph from' Progress and Poverty
in explaining how fand spoculatlon brings
production stop “is “the report of
Messrs. Surtidee and Son of Coggeshall,
‘Essex, that ¢ extra fertite Jarid around
Southend is ‘worth. £65 an-acre, ‘but that
zs only nominal for there soems to be
e at any price.”” Statemerits
with. gusto by the real
o have reached the
itioni : the deariess of
n° ‘buf, oh fo]Iy,
agnculture needs

“from’ the state” of
peaceful oocupations

whxch has. cansed. thc
of tho country to be

th\ mgton estate agents
in_ the * Scottish
Iuch & Corres

-prewously ‘heenia”
decided’ lmprovement can now be reported
partlcularly mn the - So i

3 gzven to .the’ ncreased
pnoe of Tand. in jargon that an en-
-couragmg featuro ecided i unprovement
m the’ market 8 Imght tho auctloneer

than the. produoer f weaith is gettmg a
larger share of sult. | "Theré s no
escape from that czrcamstanco for in the
last. analysxs all . wealth. is “distributed
intg “wages of, Iabour ‘and rent for land,
Nor is the rent or price of vahie 'of Tand
‘an_addition to the. total wealth of the
commumty ;i s a part of“and a sub-
fraction _froin the total wealth., The
higher that part is as'a proportlon, the
less is the part left to the producers of
wealth ‘as their’ propomon "How' then
can the enhanoed ‘price’ or et of land
be given as a criterion of the Eréater
prosperity of. agricalture, or ofany iAdustry

107654

nonsense of the kind about their so-called
‘market, - where the .sale 'is in fact’ that
which , 110’ landowner produced OF | ever

of real estate agents mdulge i

cm;ld produce. plus” what is ot in " his -
£ift although he pockets “the value of
them - the ~ advantages; facilities | and
benefits bestowed. upon the land by nature
and the community. To ‘pick out some
special use of land, glvmg it public support
or special pnvxlege is the legislativé way
of increasing rents “and therefore  of
enabhng some peoplé to get more at the
expense of the rest of the people Prospenty
for the land monopoly if youi_ like, but
prospcnty is“hardly & word toc use where
one  man’s .good fortune is the other
man’s ruin. - .

An Essay Subnutt’ed y L
- New Ordef A Was the subject

Th

ab -effoit to -set out i broad prmclple

‘the desired state of the world after the war

which will provide sGéial Security; economic
freedom and: freedori from fear: ~We must -
remove-the incongriity- of poverty amid
plenty whichis- the basic cause of war]
This will not come by merely Temoving
‘the-tariff barriers:/The open conipetition
resultmg Hromi this, Wwill enly “serve ‘to
iticrease the value of land from which the
raw materials-are obtained. . Tariff batriers
must b remioved, but at -the same-time
& tax on thevalue of farid ‘miist be imposed
so ‘that "the community, and- not the
Jandownier, - will - benefit - by the remioval
of those barriers.” . After explaining
the principles arid the” economic ‘effects of
ldnd: value taxdtion, with €xamples given,
the - essayist mamtamed that “if this
tax is- not institufed-theni réconstruction
will be hampered at -‘gvery turh-and those
who labour will continué to pay to those
whe do "no_t*labdu’rf-" i % - The toleration
and acquiescende i -a system:of labd
monopoly has been the curse of all ages,
for it renders ‘private enterpiise: difficedt;
hazardous and ‘offen imposstble, - while' it
hampers “and -Holds (6 raiisom public
works -and: govemment undertakmgs s

The . Student Admomshed s }
The essay did not please the VE.AL
tiitor 'whHo added reproof to ]115 cntlcism
as follows :
Why, do you’ thmk would opon
competmon itiercase the valuo of Tand?
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“This 1 cannot see at all, Surcly the value
of raw materials is not only dependent
on the value of land? For instance,
metals are oficn mined where the value
of land is low, even practically nil ; and
the value of the subsoil rights very often
accounts for very little.  Are you aware
that in most legal systems, the owners
of the soil have no property rights to what
is underneath the susface? Tt is a
peculiarity of English Common Law that
the landowner also owns what is found
below it. o

“You certainly can tax the value of
land. 1 doubt, however, that it would
do more than any other tax ; in particular,
it would tend to strengthen the © monopoly’
obtaining as to land, and make matters
worse from your own point of view.

“ 1 think you are under the influence
of H. George. [ warn you not to be
carried away by single track theories.
There is hardly a “monopoly 7 in land
if we take the world as a whole, nor is
there strictly speaking one in this country,
though, here, there is a. comparatively
large acreage being owned by  com-
paratively few owners. If it is a mono-
poly’ or. something like it, ~there
are . certainly many other monopolies,
even. in the strictest sense of the term :
mineral oil is under monopolistic control
at least to the same exient as land. So
are chocolates, matches, in - short - an
endiess variety of goods.

“ 1t is certainly not correct to think that
“fand’ is the only productive [factor
responsible for what we may call value,
Certainly labour is as important as Jand,

“As to the land: productivity is
greater in industry fthan om land. It
confirms that labowr and orgamization
are the rmore important factors to be
considered. All over the world there are
too many men working on the land, ie.,
land is too accessible. [ do not want to
say that land should not become the
property of the community. It is likely,
in my view, that it is advisable to make
such change. However, this done would
not go very far im creating such com-
ditions as we desire. C

“ This idea of the land tax is fascinating
you much toc much @ it cuts you-off from
increasing your knowledge and developing
your faculties.  Put this matter a little
in the backgroond of your mind. At
present . it suppresses you, and it is as
if you had an axe to grind. This is never
a very satisfactory position fo be in.”

Questions for the W.E.A. -

If it were not that this is the considered
statement of a teacher duly appointed by
the Workers’ Educational Association
it would not be worth printing. We give
it with the question mark whether many
W.E.A. classes are enirusted to an cutlook
so narrow. The ignorance of the land
question is self-revealed. Obviously the
teacher has not read or tried to understand
Henry George, the which can be over-
ipoked but not, for the sake of the reputa-
tion: of the W.E.A., the ignorance that
is here combined with prejudice as
ignorance so often is. For the rest the
statement is so incoherent that comment
is Qifficult, or it is like the task at school
with the question set “ point out ali the
mistakes in .the foregoing.” = Poisoning
the minds of his students against Progress

and Poverty with which he is wholly
u&:a?cqaamtcd, this teacher says in effect
that if trade was thrown open to poris

-that are now closed the value of the land

within them  would not increase; his

“lack of scientific training makes him sce

land only as the surface which is fitted
for growing potatoes or other foodstuffs ;
that minerals and other natural resources
are outside any contemplation of the law
of rent, if indesd any such law exists
in his economics ; that over the wide
spaces of the earth there is no land-
withholding, but on the contrary the land
is so cheap that these territories are
congested with population ; that if vacant
valuable land is taxed on its value, the
Jand would become dearer still, flouting
every economic authority ‘that a tax on
Iand values cannot be passed on in higher
rents and prices ; that industry and com-
merce is carricd on up in the air and not
on the gronnd where the land guestion
counts sO0 heavily that sites are soid or
reated at pounds per square yard or
per square foot; that there can be no
monopoly in the production of chocolates,
matches and “an endless wvariety of
goods > so long as all are free io produce
them {whereas land cannot be produced)
and unless there are tariffs or other law-
made privileges permiitting production
or sale only to a favoured few. What
qualifications do the W.E.A. ask from
the teachers they employ? Is it with

- their sanction that classes are warned

against Henry Ceorze to be influenced
by whom is to have an axe to grind ?

Costly Road-making

A Retired Borough Surveyor, using that
pseudonym and enclosing his card, sends
us the following letter i—

“ 1 wish to give you scme facts and
figures about my experience in dealing
with road widenings, diversions, by-
passes, etc., when I was enginger-in-charge
of the reconstruction of an important
length of Trunk Road. Two of many
strmilar cases are -—

. Instance No. 1. - A by-pass five-eighths
of a mile fong. In my ‘innocence’ I
saw - the. owner of the land needed, also
the tenant, and vonvinced the former that
he would have twice five-eighths of a mile
of building frontage worth possibly 30s. 4
yard frontage, and ihe latter that he wouid
have easy access to his farm and compensa-
tion for the loss of area. The owner agreed
with me to accept at the ratc of £50 an
acre for his land. 'But what a hornet’s
nest 1 stirred wp. . Superintending valuer,
district valuer,; * Monstrous interference 1’
“ ultra vires 1° * settlement 1° * what does
the engineer know about land 7° etc., etc.
Then a * conferenceé,” Result © my bargain
washed out and a valuation made of £184
per acre for the owner and compensation
for the tenant.

“ 1 appealed to the M.P. for the division
and I gathered from him that it was the
policy of the Treasury to over-value all
such land so that death duties could be
piled up on the compensation basis !

* Jnstance No. 2. A short diversion of
520 Yneal yards within the Newport town-
planning area. The tenant-owner had
eight or ten horses unemployed. I said
i would give him ecight months’ work for
his horses and £30 an acre for the land,

pointing cut that he would have 1,040
tineal vards of building site on a 60 ft. road
which would eventually fetch 30s. 1o 50s.
a yard for 120 ft. deep. He jumped at
my offer. But again 1 was over-ruled by
the Land Valuation Department which
agreed to pay at the rate of £133 an acre
for the land, which he had bought for £25
an acre including buildings, ten years
before. To-day, every yard of the frontage
is bought and built upon ; aboiit one-
third of it fetched 28s. per foot.

* Multiply these instances by 10,000
and you will realize why road improve-
ments are and have been for 30 years so
expensive.” '

In the City of London -

Note taken at ah Exhibition of London
photographs and plans at Charing Cross
Station, 15th December, 1939 : * Wren's
plan for London in the seventeenth
century would have solved the city traffic
problem, not only in his own time, but
even to-day. To-day, to widen the carriage-
way of Old Broad Street from 19101 to
26 ft. for 30 yards 4and provide a 9 fi
pavement fside-walk) cost £30,000 or
£47 13s. 4d. per square yard. £46 of
this- was approximately the cost of com-
pensation and only £1 155 the actual
cost of construction.” ‘

Collecting the Fares

. The Belfast News Lefter, 3rd -March,
reported the purchase by the Lisburn
Council of approximately seven acres
of land at the rear of the cemetery for
£10,08D, being at the rate of £1,440
per acre. Mr Barbour, chairman, said
part of the land would be used for graves,

. numbering 2,000, the sale of which would.

more than recoup the Council for the’
cutlay. : o

‘Well may the Church pray for the dead
when it costs all that to reach Heaven’s
gates. Peter must look down with grave
Jouhts about the sanity of mankind which
thus allows the land monopolist to charge
a price for admission to Paradise. )

1 pew . expect, as- I have anticipated for
shany years, a war in Euorope which may even
outlast ‘the century—with occasional lulls—
and I suppose the vesult must be, after a
dreary chaotic interval, a discarding of the
existing worn-out methods of government,
and . probably the establishment of society
under a wholly new idea. Of course, none
but a prophet could be expected io declare
what that new idea will be . . . But ali that
1 feel called on to say now, when I am not
writing a political essay, is that the leading
feature of any such radical change pnust be
a deep modification of the institution of
Property—certainly in regard to land, and
probably in regard to much else.

Before any effectual social renovation.can
take place, men muost efface, the abuse which
has grown up out of the transition from ihe
feudal to the more modern state; the abuse
of land being held as absolute property,
whereas in feudal times land was in a manner
heid in trust, inasmwch as every land-holder

was charged with the subsistence of all who

lived within his bounds—From Hagrist
MARTINEAD'S AUTORIOGRAPHY. Written in
1835,

The Publishers of Land & Libérty acknow-
ledge. with many thanks the copies of back
numbers, so useful for the files, which have
heen returned by sundry readers in response
10 Tecent requests. :
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THE LABOUR PARTY’S PRONOUNCEMENT .

THE LATEST restatement by the Labour
Party of its pohcy is contained in a draft
report entitled * The Old World and the
MNew Society.” It states z number of
principles which are likely to command
general assent.  Particularly it bases itself
on President Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms
{Message to Congress 6th January, 1941},
and the Atlantic Charter. Whether the

President would endorse the interpretation
or the method of attaining his four free-
doms is another matter.

The greatest weakness of the report is
the excessive dose of rhetoric and metaphor
in which it is embedied. It is sometimes
extremely dlﬁicult to attach any meaning
or any precise meaning to the phrases used.
Here are some examples : The report says
that in our society ** there was no organic
relation between effort and reward.”
presumably means that “effort™ was
madeguately rewarded as a general rule.
Then it continues :° “ Poverty and riches
were the outcome not of ability and charac-
ter but of the blind forces of the market.”’
What are the blind forces of the market ?
They sound as if they were some kind of
devil which bewitched people. The correct
statement should read more like this:
* The inequalities in the distribution of
wealth resulied from the operation of
economic law under the social conditions
then existing.” This is, of course, much
less exciting and it Jeaves for-determination
the guestion what exactly were the social
conditions which led to inequality in the
distribution of wealth.

The nearest which the report gets to
answering this guestion is to assert that all
our troubles are due to living in an * un-
planned society.” This may be a state-
ment  of profound importance, but it
certainly requires elucidation. Does it
mean at the minimum that we failed fo
establish certain economic conditions which
‘woild have been sufficient to prevent
inequality (or at least great inequality)
in the distribution of wealth? Or does it
mean that we are in a mess because the
government did not -direct and control
every Cindividual economic transaction ?
Or s -there, perhaps, sonie intermediate
stage which is considered désirable ?

These questions are more than academic.
The report says that * the nafion must own
and operate the essential instruments of
production.”” ~'What these are is not stated.
1t adds that ¢ this common ownership does
not commit us to a regimented bureau-
cracy.”” What is a regimented bureau-
cracy, and s ‘it any better than -a
bureancracy pure and sunpie" The
straightforward guestion is : who is going
to manage * the essential instrurnents. of
production > that the -pation is to own?
Js there any means of doing: it except
through a civil service, that 15 to: say a
bureaucracy ?

_The report says that “ the basis of
democracy . .. i3 planneti produc;ion for
<community consumption:” Democracy,
we Imagined, was a method of government
under which the mass of the people had
certain rights .of determining the form and
compostiion  of the government of the

country.  And what is “ community con-
sumption ¥ Consumption is surely an
wdividual  act,

The whole purpose of

This

it get into a frenzy?

economic life is the consumption or
enjoyment by individuals of certain things
which they desire. 1t is in its effect upon
the individual that the acid test of any
social system is to be found.

Talking of the vears of the Great
Depression the report says: “ All over
the world millions of men and women
were unemploved, vast areas of production
were left to waste, poverty, was widespread,
while every devxce that could restrict
the potential wealth at oar disposal was
called into play.” As a general statement
this is not open to cbjection. Itisa pity,
however, that no attempt 13 made to explain
the *“ organic relation” ‘between idle
natural resources and idle men. Not
content with this pla,m statement . the
anthors have to add: ° An unplanned
economic order went into a frenzy of
unreasoning nationalism ; everywhere the
state-power was mobilized {0 maintain
the interest of those who owned the
instruments of production,” The first
part of thxs is incapable of logical analysis.
What is an “ unplanned order 7 ? how does
. and what is un-
reasoning nationalism ? The latter part
is intelligible, but it would have been more
accurate to say that = lcglslatlon was passed
with the intention of preserving the interests
of some of those persons who owned the
instruments of production.” A further
analysis would have shown that it was

“only the more powerful interests which got

any benefit out of the various forms of
protective and restrictive legislation. Many
owners of factories and workshops and
other means of production suffered severe
1oss or bankruptey. Those who succeeded
in gaining special privileges for themselves
were generally the owners or part-owners
of natural resources. Tin, rubber, coal,
copper, sieel, are some examples of primary
materials the monopoly of which was
fostered by governmenis. The legislation
intended to benefit farmers, including
growers not only of food but of various
raw materials, in the long run went to ihe
advantage of the landlords.

Except for this passage and another

where it says that it would not be equitable
to ask our people ** to go back to a world
in which there are mass unemployment and
distressed areas, in which the ground-
landiord and speculative builder can
profiteer from the rebuilding of Britain,™”
there is hot a single mention of the land
question beyond a reference to safeguarding
the rights of natives in the colonies.
Although it is admitted that the basis of
local taxation is in urgent need.of revision,
there is not a word about the rating of
site values ; - nor is there any mention of
national taxation of land values, or even
of a valuation of land -which most town
planners now admit to. be an. essentlal
mstrument of planning,

These -are surely matters of basic im-
portance, but the report in large part at
least appears to have been drafted with a
Marxian bias, and Marxians (unlike Marx)
seldom -seem to know that there is such a
thing as ‘a land gquestion.” In any case
Marxian - economics (o -called) will - not
bear scientific examination and certainly
provide no foundation for any rational
action. The strength of the Labour

Movement in this country has been. that
it has remained free from the dialectical
materialism and other vagaries of Maixism
which have had so deplorable an effect
upon the labour movements of Europe,
and we hope if will remain _so.- S 1

SCOTT}SH LAND ENQUIRY

Rt Hon THoMAS JounsTong, Secretary of
State for Scotland, has anm}unced ihe
appointment of a Committee *To review
the operation of land settlemen schemes
in Scoiland and, in the light of the resuits
achieved, to advzsa what changes in the
system of tennre or of existing methods
of land settlement are . desirable, with
particular reference to the social - and
economlc welfare - of smaltholders and
crofters.” :

The Secretary of State a.nd his Councll
of ex-Secretaries on Post-War Problems
feel that the time is ‘ripe for a further
‘review. “The success or otherwise of land
settfement Schemeés and of various typss
of holdings, both in the pre-war years
and under war conditions, will be of value,
not only in guiding settlement policy
after the war, but in helping to solve
problems as to the economic size of units
for various forms of agricultural - pro-
duction, and how such units should -be
dovetailed  into -agricultural: production
generally. . There are also " problems
pecaliarly related to the economic and
social welfare -of the Highlands and
Islands ; and there: is the questioa- of
settlemnent of ex-Seérvicemen aftér the
war, which must bé exammed in- the hght: )
of past experience.

Members of the Commitiee are : Lord
Robertson, a senator of the College of
Justice ; Dr E. M. Barron, editor and
propnetor of the Invermess Courier:;
Major Robert Bruce who was a prominent
member of the Hilleary Committes of the
Scoitish Development “Council ; Mr T,
Boyd Douglas, a well-known dairy farmer
and chairman of the’ Kirkcudbright Agri-
cultural Executive Committee ; Mr I,
Dunlop, formeriy Commissioner for Small

- Holdings in the Board of Agriculturé

and is a Governor of the West of Scotland
Agricultural ~ College ;- Dr Gavin B.
Henderson, a lecturer in history at the
Glasgow University ;- and Mr- Alex M.
MacKay of Dornoch, a farmer and vice-
Convener of the Sutherfand Agricultural
Executive Comrmttee‘

"Inquiries and offers of evidence should
be addressed to Mr J. Nish, Department
of. Agriculture, St Andrew’s House,
Edinburgh,  who has- been appomted
sccretary to the Committee.

It is tﬂrﬂtona.l ‘monopoly that obliges
men unwillingly to se¢ vast tracts of fand
lying waste or negligently or imperfecily
cultivated, while they are subjected to the
miserics of want.—WiLiiam Goowin,
Polmcal Justice, Book VIIL., Chap UL

A Free Copy of Land & Ltberty is ‘an
invitation to become a ~ subscriber.
Monthly 2d. By Post, 3s.a year.




LAND & LIBERTY

APRIL, 1942

RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT — By Dr D. G. Taylor, M.AL~

Speaxing AT the Annual Meeting of the
Welsh League for the Taxation of Land
Values, Cardiff, 13th March, Dr Taylor
took as his text “ World Counflict and
Home Policy.” ” He said it would be
difficult tor find in the whole range of
history years so violently contrasted as
1830, just after Progress and Poverty
was published, and 1942, In mid-Victorian
times confidence and buovancy were at
their highest pitch. We had no political
problems except Ireland and the extension
of the franchise ; it was thought we were
on the road to the millenium, that if was
due in a few years’ time. What influence
bad the Henry George teaching shed?
It had been throughout those years after
1880 a great instrument of social and
economic education, principally in this
country, in the Dominions and the US.A,,
and in a lesser degree through the
Furopean world. To thousands Progress
and Poverty had been a liberal education,
and it was in fact that book whichk had
been the textbook of reformers in this
country, not Das Kapital. Tt had a message
for the Russian and the Indian peasant
as well as for the British artisan ; it was
high-principled, Christian, taught Do
doctrine of class-hatred, and relied on
intelligence and rational propaganda and
peaceful political progress.

But the world had not moved as Henry

George or anyone of his time had antici- -

pated. The ieaching that ** association in
equality is the law of progress” had to
ineet not only the challenge of the old-
established systems of inequality, but the
new challenge of milifant totalitarianism ;
and the guestion occurred to him whether,
if Henry George were alive to-day, we
would have a re-statement, especially
in his great chaptler on the Law of Human
Progress. .

QOur overseas empire wag the creation
of our ruling aristocracy. We might
guestion the desirability of creating an
empire ; but, speaking after the deluge,

he would say that if you will have an-

empire you are bound to provide an
adequate defence for it... I we failed in
that, our failwe would be due to our
insularity. Plato was a philosopher and
a man of peace, but be had an ever-present
sense of the danger of aggression across
the fronotiers. ‘The U.S.A. and Great
Britain are among the few great countries
in world history that have been able to
ignore this peint of view. . o

It may be that we are at the beginning
of an age of turbulence unfavourable
to anything but a succession of hand-to-
mouth expedients.  In such a case, where
are we as a movement? It is only In a
broad and stable peace that the work that
is near to our hearts can prosper.. We go
on in the faith that truth is great and will
prevail, and it is not limited to one country
or continent. The greatest single step
towards jand monopoly had been the
spoliatiop of the monasteries by
Henry VI, but, as Hilaire Belloc ruefully
admits, this was the basis of English
progress in the sense that the aristocracy
produced the longest-lasting national insti-
tutions ; . it was to this that we owed
stable government, and that after two
centuries of this aristocracy the principles
of land value -taxation .could come to the

- pamphlets.

‘quiestion over and over again.

light of day. Nor would he grudge the
aristocrats the credit for permitting such
a moderate degree of freedom of thought
and speech to grow up as made it possible
for the doctrine of equal rights to land
to come to birth. Most urgest and
necessary was FEducarion ; Tor im Hme
of war minds were shaken up and Wwere
more open to fresh points of view than
in normal times. During a war the claims
of the common man are generouslty
admitted, though he usually gets a “ raw
deal ” in the settlement which follows.

CHAPMAN WRIGHT

Wit prep regret we have to repori the
death of W. Chapman Wright. It was a
sudden passing for he had been active to
the fast moment and he was in his office on
13th March when it happened. Chapman
Wright, in his 79th year, was one of the
veterans of the movement who gave his
whole life to it with the utmost devotion
and much self-sacrifice. As 4 young man
he had already caught the fervour and wish-
ing to be helpful acted as a canvasser for
the English League. His travels brought
him to Birmingham where he became the
local represenmtative of the Financial
Reform Association. ¥t was at the time
of the great campaign for the 1909
* People’s Budget ” that the Midland
Land Values League was formed apd the
choice of the man to conduct it naturally
fell upon him. His perseverance, his
knowledge, his intellectual attainments and,
above all, his patient and modest character,
endeared him to all who had the privilege
of his intimate acquaintance. To the
general literature of the campaigns he
helped to organise; he made many contribu-
tions in the way of leaflets, foiders, and
Maost notable was his Hundred
Reasons for Taxing Land Values, and
another, his leaflet, 4 Tale of Two Cities,
comparing Birmingham (or any British
city) with Sydney, which was a great
favourite at many municipal elections.
Himself he was candidate for the Bi-
mingham Council on four occasions,
but although he had good votes he did not
succeed save.in blazing the path for others
to enter the Council who have raised the
Cut of
these' municipal campaigns grew the
Sydney Rating Association which did a
special and very valuable work at the time,
so forcing attention upon the Council that
the City Treasurer was commissioned to
produce a report upon the Rating of Land
Values which required to be and was
answered by a widely circulated _pamphlet
published by the United Commities. By
open - air' and indoor meetings, by his
membership of the local Parliamentary
Debating societies, by orgaising ¢CORORIC
study classes and petitions signed by raie-

-payers, by the house-to-house distribution

of fiterature, and similar activities, Chap-
man Wright was never idle bu! always
inspiring and exhorting others to make
opinion for the cause he had so deeply at
heart. He Ieft on his table a whole Iist
of meetings he was about to address. His
death is a serious loss also to the United
Committee of which he was a member;
he will be missed not only for his kindly
companionship but also for the sound

judgment he always brought to the con-
sideration of practical affairs, the more so
as he had such a thorough grasp of all that
perigined to the philosophy of equal free-
dom. On behalf of his colleagues not only
in the Midlands area but throcughout the
couniry, we extend to Mrs Wright and
her daughtérs our. sincere sympathy in
their bereavement.—A.W.M. .

LET'S GET WHAT BELONGS
TOUS -

¥r somecne had something of value belong-
ing to you, and the fact that it was really
yours could be casily proven, what would
you do about it7 . o

From a personal point of view the answer
is obvious. From Society’s viewpoint, the
answer would be the same as & matter of
principle ; but to the average person, such
a truism may sound rather far-fetched ;
hecanse most of us do not realize that
Great Britain has an income of nearly
£45,000,000 every month, that it is aof

getting. ]
The rent of land (or what is commonly

known as the * location value ” of land)-

is the result of population and its activities.
« Activities > include the services rendered
by government (roads, schools, sewage,
police and fire protection, ¢ic.j ; plus the
services offered by individuals, in their
chosen way of getting a living (manufac-
turers’ stores, garages, theatres, doctors,
etc.), the more people, the more of all such
services there will be—and rhe more rent.

Consequenily, as the people create the
rent of land, it plainly belongs to the people,
to us, just as what the individoal produces

‘(or the money he geis for doing soj—

belongs to him.

One of the simplest ways to get ﬂuif:'

rert ” would be to have poverpment (as
trustee for all of us) do the collecting, just
as it now collects current taxes.

Whenever we do decide ““to get what
belongs to us,” taxes on labour products
(buildings, machinery, food, clothing,
Tuxuries, etc.), could be done away. with——

Taxes on the products of  labour

. {always switched. to the. consumer)
increase prices ; increased prices result
in lessened consumption ; - lessened con-
sumption means poor. business ; poor
business causes unemployment ; un-
employment necessitates more taxes,

« hroadening the tax base ™ to finance

relief—za vicious circle, if there ever

was one.

This “ collection of our rent.” ; .this
“ getting what belongs to all”; this
* payment to government. for services
rendered by government >’ —call it what
you lke - should receive more than
superficial consideration ;. ‘because it is
imperative {(if we are to escape bank-
ruptcy) that we become better acquainted
with the effect which. taxes on Ilabour
products have on business and capital and
partiicularly on ali of us—as consumers,

Mearly evervbody has some definite
theory as to what is wrong with our
economic set-up-——and a remedy ; but,
let’s get what Dbelongs to us first ; after
which, each can return to whatever carlier
concept for bettering: sociely he may have
had. .

Adapted from a statement by Hollis J. Joy.

as they should be ;| because—
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PERVERTED INDIVIDUALISM — By Frank Dupuis

Tw THESE days of Big Business and Big
tJnions, of Planners and Bureaucrats,
there is little opportunity for seli-reliance
either in thought or action. Neveriheless,
fuman naiure somelimes re-asserts dtself
against  excess, and  the well-written
pamphlets of the Individualist Bookshop
may possibly foreshadow healthy contro-
versy which even the big newspapers will
be obliged to notice, - '

In ot of these pamphlets, The Socialists’
s Mew Crder,”® Professor T, J. C. Hearn-
shaw brings the historian’s insight to bear
on some collectivist proposals—popular
perhaps for the very reason that they are
superficial—and exposes faliacies with a
directness refreshing after the hazy tem-
porising of so many contemporary publi-
cists, He mighi have been more
persuasive, however, had be avoided all
reference to this clash of meaningless
Isms, and, in the search for truth, started
neither on the Right nor the Left, but, in
Lamartine’s famous phrase, ©* A4u plafond.”
Such an appeal, to be most useful, must
surely address itself not to a restricted
circle already half-convinced bui to the
average man, in average . conditions of
economic struggle, yet with some desire for
a futare in which human character may
have greater opportunity for fres develop-
ment than before the war. :

Professor Heamshaw’s - picture of the
Old Order, in which, apatt from some
unspecified °* inconveniences and anoma-
lies, the individual was at liberty to reap
the rewards of ability and diligence,” and
in which government regulated and super-
vised industry so that reward was not
secured except in return for some “ benefi-
cent service rendered,” is in keeping with
hiz explanation that Socialism arose in
nothing more than ** the envy and jealousy
of the less successful’ during Victorian
prosperity ; but it does not complete a
picture many will recognize. An argu-’
ment proceeding from the assumption that
the Old Order was well-nigh perfect is
likely to incite more readers to search for
flaws in his reasoning than to accept his
conclusions.  Their search might not be
unfruitful if they were to follow a method
the author himself employs, namely : to
suspect that the hazy phrase masks con-
fusion of thought.

Discussing the rewards due to industry
Professor Hearnshaw states that *‘ land
has been assimilated to other forms -of
property and has been transformed by the
capital and labour of countless generations
of cultivators. Hence i too has its just
claim to the rewards of industry. The
final product of industry is due to the raw
materials provided by the land, to the
capital provided by thrifty financiers, and
to the labour provided by the working man.
Fach plays an indispensable part and gach
has Ais just claim to recompense.”

Though iand in the last sentence becomies
masculine it would be interesting to know
on what odcasion it was known to plough
its own bosom, disgorge coal from its own
gullet or even sign a receipt for its just
recompense ! It is difficult to understand
. why land and capital are declared practi-
cally identical and then shown to be

* The Sociakists’ ** New Order,” by V. I, C. Hearnshaw,
Emeritas Professor of History, London University. The
Individuaiist Bookshop, 154, Fleet 5t., E.C4. . Price 6d.

.greater ' rate.

distinct. If Professor Hearnshaw’s clarity
most unfortunately deserts him on this
crucial matter it can at least be said that
haziness on this subject is as prevalent
on the Left as on the Right, and in claiming
that the community should deal in the
same way with land as with capital he has
the great body of Marxists on -his side.
Yet that land and rent, and capital and
interest, are distingt in practice as in theory
is demonstrated, apart from the testimony
of standard economists, by every speculator
in a bombed or vacant site, by -every
assessor where any measure of land-value
raiing is in operation, and, by implication,
in thousands of estate agents’ advertise-
ments. By overiocking this question one
can overlook the distinction between the
true capitalist who contributes to produc-
tion and the landowner who draws a toll
upon it, and can aveid considerieg if’ the
‘State by granting one man power io levy &
toll- upon the production of others is
regulating  competition in the fairest
maneer and securing that each obiains a
reward in proportion to beneficent service.
Professor ilearnshaw reminds his readers
that during the era of Jeast * protection ”
and “ planning > wages under * cui-throat
competition. > rose 70 per cent. With
equal advantage he might have mentioned
that with the progress of indusiry land
values have risen at an  incomparably
By indicating how this
community-created value by every- right
of property might be collected on behalf-of
the community instead of privileged indi-
viduals-he ‘might have shown some of his
readers the way to a true individualism they
hardly dared hope for.

There must be many who have long
watched -‘with misgiving the trend, in our
own country as well as i others, away from
self reliance. It 'is uncomfortable to recall
the warning of Stuart Mill, that ** the worth
of a State, in the long run, is the worth of
the individuals composing it. A State
which dwarfs its men will find that with
small men no great thing can really be
accomplished.”” But it is not only directly
by ‘the State that men can be dwarfed.
Where the great mass of citizens are cut
off from :and made dependent upon others
for the raw-materials God makes freely
available, as well as indispensable, to all
men, no sound, healthy individualism can
permanently endure.  With increasing
material progress men will become in-
creasingly dependent, There fallacies will
surely grow ; to combat these fallacies is of
no avail unless it leads up to ¢onsideration
of the fundamental injustice which makes

individualism an impossibility except for’

the few.

"¢ By the early institutions of Europe,
property in land was a. public function,
created for certain public purposes, and
held under condition of their fulfilment ;
and as such wé predict, under modification
suitable to modern society, it will come
again to be considered.”—J. S. MILL
(Essay on Coleridge). o -

The value. of ‘this paper doés noi end
with YOUR reading it. Your business
associate; your neighbour or your- fellow
worker may not have seen it. S

"MAN’S RIGHT TO WORK

QOut on. the roads they have gathered, a
hundred thousand men,

To ask for a hold on life as sure as the woll’s
hold in his den. S

Their need lies close to the quick of life as
the earth Hes close to the stons ;

¥t is a3 meat to the slender rib, as marrow
0 the bone.

“'They ask but leave to Tabour, tb"_cdil in the

endless night, . L
For a little salt to savour their bread, for
houses water-tight. - . .
They ask but the right to labour .and to
live by the sirength of their hands—
They who have bodies like knotted oaks,and
. .patience like sea-sands.. . - . .

'And the right of a man to labour and his

right to labour in joy— - . :
Not all vour laws can strangle that right,
nor the gates of Hell destroy.- .
For it came with the making of man and
was kneaded into his bones, '
And it will stand at the last of things on the
. dust of crunbled thrones. ;. .
EDWIN MARKHAM.

One cannot hold another down in
the ditch without staying in the dich
with him : in helping the man who i8
down to rise, the man who is up is freeing
himself from a burden that would else
drag him down. For the man who Is
down there is always somiething to hope
for, always something 1o be gained—

BOOKER WASHINGYOM,

Special Oﬁer :
Why the German Republic Fell

Authorized by the Poblishers, Messrs.
MHogarth Press, we are able 1o offer
this 28 chapter book of essays, reviews,
writings and speeches on the problems
of war and peace, at the reduced price of |

. One Shiliing net
) (Postage 3d. extra)
Besides the first chapter, which gives |
. the .general title to the book, the theme
. throughout i3, economic freedom and
the equal opportunity of the individual
{as agaipst the coercive State} which
can alome secure real democracy and
-ensure social justice:- . These principles
are expounded and applied to most if
- mot all the topics that have been in the
forefront of public discussion in these
Iatter days. ) - Lo .
L is rightly described as a * Land
and Liberty Book,” a2 book with a |
mission, making a distinctive and an
outstanding contribution to the ** New
Order ™ which is the aspiration of every
- social veformer. ~ . . -

In its 171 pages, these are some of the
subjects : What is. Lebensraum ; prob-
lems of Federal Union.; the Danish
example ; pacifists and totalitarianism ;
nataral law in’ social life ; democratic
ideals and practical pelicy; “our”
struggle ; preparing for peacc; the
ereat iltusion ; civilization and Kberty ;
Mr Winston Churchill on the Land
Monopoly ; thestate and the individaal,
efc., elc.

Why the Germoen Republic Fell 171 pp.
Published by the Hogarth Press.  From
our offices at the reduced price of is.
nei; by post ls. 3d
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?THE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE IN NEW YORK
Change in the Directorship

Iné & letter fromr Mr Lancaster M, Greene,
member of the Board 'of Trustees, we are
informed that Miss Margaret E. Bateman
former Canadian - promotion director of
Standard Brands Inc. and former extension
secretary of the Henry: George School of
Social Scienge of Montreal, is now the
director -of the Hénty ‘George School of
Social Science ‘of “New York.  Misg Bate-
man made a2 world survey of Henry George
progress for  the 1938 Henry -George
“Congress: in. Toronto She was especially
impressed in-her travels to Ewrope and
the Scandinavian countries with the restlts
of the Danish Feolk Schools, which have
been supplemented’ by Henry George
“Schools as a résilt of the Fifth: Infer-
national Conference in Londeon in 1936

‘The riew Editor of The Freeman is' C' 0.
Steele, four years a teacher at the School in
NY. and a much sought ‘after member of
the Speakers” Buréau for gatherings and
for the radio. He is givifig his ‘work’as
editor as a voluntary contribution ‘to the
Georgeist cause ; professionally he is a
member of the editorial board of a statis-
tical service. . Mr, Greéne adds ;. ** While
we are. losmg many. of our faculty. to the
zmhtary services, we have secured.a fine
response to.our invitations £o classes... We
have over 800 students in our spring classes
‘now in session. . Three keen Business men
that 1 have been asking for years have felt
© impelled fo start class at this time in order
to understand the grave situation in which
they see the world. " This seems a not
uncommon reaction.”

The School has had much pubhclty as. the
‘result of complaints made  against the
attitude of the School’s journal, The
Freeman, in- its- references:to - the war.
Allegation was that it was taking & pcimcal
fine not in conformity with the ‘charter
under ‘which the Schodl” had’ to” eschew
politics, a former tedcher of the School,
Mr Michael 'J. ‘Bernstein,’ having ﬁled
complaint to that effect with the State
Education Department; the F.B: B and the
Treasury. The New York: Sun and ‘the
New York Workd-Telegram give “much
space to the case. Meanwhile the School,
owner of a former telephone building. at
30 E. 29ih Street, has been removed from
the tax-exempt ml}s, ap automatic: proce-
dure pending an investigation which was
then nearlv completed. ‘We eagerly await,
and in suspense, the ontcome of this serious
development ~ which = Mr - Bernstein'  has
‘brought. to a head. The statements on
which - his charges were based were all
made. before America entered the war, the
trustees maintaining ~they. ~were . ripped
from- their cotitext and their meaning dis-
torted. The School categom:aﬂy ‘denies
that it * disseminated anti-democratic and
pro-appeasement . propaganda ”oand they
wish” and welcome  investigation by -any
- group in the:United. States.. The, School
is supported by voluntary contgibutions ;
its teachers and .most.of its staff serve
without pay ; -it offers frec classesin funda-
mental economics and social philosophy
with the works of Henry George as texts
it espouses. no political ideology. . and
SPONSOTS NG organizations ; it was agamst
taking any political sides, Miss Bateman
declared, for according to Henry George

correct:thought, not parties or revolutions,
was the only way to securc social reform.
The one thing they were opposed to was
totalitarianism. In  her: statement, Miss
Bateman referred to.one of the new and
widely: - circulated. pubﬁcations ~of the
School being the pamphlei < O Human
Rights,” consisting .of extracts of speeches
by the Rt Hon Winston: Churchill (this
includes the famous Edinburgh speech on
the Land Monopoly)s and she recalled that
Josiah-Wedgwood, M.p., whose criticismn of
isolationists duting a v;szt to the 1U.S.A.
ied ap-American first chapter.to. demand
that he be ousted from the United States,
had represented the School at the round
table discussion of public affairs -at the
Eniversity. of Virginiz  last July. The
chairman of the board of trustees is Mrs
Anna George de Mille, the danghter of
Henry George ; other trustees are mostly
business men, some. retired, and one is
Francis. Neilson, a former member of the
British Parhamem

REAL NATIONALISM

BY A nation Grundtvxg understood not
only a2 number of people who happen to
live within the same frontiers or under tho
same:ruler, but a real spiritual-fellowship
between -people of the same descent, the
same way of thought, and the same purpose

in. life--an organism embraced: and held

together by the bond of the mother tongue.
“ National 7 meant for Grundivig pot
merely . popular ¥ in opposition to
* aristocratic,” nor merely * democratic ™
or:* national > in-a. purely political sénse.

h.signified the conscious felfowship of a -

people. umited around its historic and
spiritizal - values. -~ This unexplainable but
unbreakable fellowship was due to a hidden
but-active life-force, which Grundtvig calls
“ the national spirit.”  The national spirit
is not the result of the fellowship but the
gause..of it. It is this deep hidden life:
foree. which: ealls forth and stamps itself
upon-the Iifé of thenation. The flourishing
of natjonal }ife demands a free and fruitful
interaction between the different. generas
tions and social.classes of the nation, not
only. a historic fellowship between past;

present and future, but also a social fellow-
ship which transcends all class differences,

All Grandtvig's activities as a.clergymar;

poet. and educator of the people ‘were
directed to ¢reate this fellowship within the
Danish nation.~From Thke Folk High
School in Denmark and its Extension to
Other Countries' by Borup and Mansiche.

International Observer, 1939-40.

TRUE ALSO oF INDIA

IN ‘DEALING with those ‘Tamilies. of ‘the
Hritish Emp:re who ‘were not able to
stand on' their own feet, care should be
taken that they should not be ‘the victims
of "inonopofists..  ‘The activities of the
big ‘monopolists whlch affected ‘the lives

of millions should be coatrolled. In most -

of the countries he had served in, he said,
the big question was not political but
economic.—Sir Selwyn Grier at a con-
ference in London: of the Fabian Colonial
Bureau, Mfmclrester Guardmn, 24th March

"

'SOUTH -AFRICA

Mz F. A.'W. Lucas, k:c., writing on the work
being done by the journal The Free People,
says ; ** Every day we get fresh encouragement.
The Army FEducation  Chief has taken 50,
70 and 7G.copies English and Afrikaans of
the last three issres-to-send to his Information
officers ‘ with a suggestion that they disciss
them . with the soldiefs and encourage ihe
men to subscribe.”. . He quotes the letter .
to this effect from Lt H. 1. Rousseau of the
Department of Defenice who had received
specimen copies -of ‘the jotrnmal from Major
E. €. Matherbé. - The. Faormer's Weekly,
the most : influentiat paper for farmers, and
other. periodicals, give the views of The
Free People much Space - and. promipence.
The sale of Henry George’s works is growing
in volurne steadily and surely, and to replemsh
stocks Mr Lucas sent paymert for a further
large supply.  In the Jamuoary: issue’ of The
Free People -the main arficle, by Mz Lucds
himself, ‘1s entitled “ When the war is over;

shall we get a better world ?”. It staies so

“well the gencral argument of -Progress and

Poverty, how to ensure the equal rights of
all to the use of land, and for all.the whole
pmduce of their iabour, thdat’ we can say
1s a message those soldiers “ fighting for the
land ~ will most appreciate,

The Johannesburg Srar, 27th January,

gave a full column report to Mr Lucas’s
“address at the Johaomesburg Retary Club
" on post-war reconstmctmn problems in the

course of which he said * we must prevent
speculation in land values and break the power

of the land monopoly, the mother of all
‘other monopolies . .
poverty i Germany - there would have been

if there had beeh no

no war, and if there were no poverty here,

racialism and the fear which led to rcpms;mz
of the natives would wither away.”

ARGENTINA

Mr ABELARDO A ComuL who recenzly
transtated ‘and caiised 16 be published i

-Spanish- Mr W. R. Léster's: Natwral Faw in

Sociaft - Life, has mnow translated two other -
of his pamphlets, namely, Enémployment and

the Land and Free Trade dnd Laissez: Faire:

Publishers. of Natwral Law in - Social -Life
are the Bernardino -Rivadavia. Lodge  of
Buenos Aires and a Membcr of Parliament .

is being interested’ in” the. publication of

the other two. Im a “fetter "t0 the duthor,
Mr Coimit writes i high termis of his cleat
and convincing style and the pleasure that the
work - of ‘translation haggiven. . Mr Coimil
also states :that the. bookselters, Mitchell's,;
of Buenos Aires, impréssed by the book
Why. the Gerinan Republic Fell ‘had . decxded
to order a supp!y E

One Penny Each: < TaE ONLY WAY OUr OF
UNEMPLOYMENT by H G~ Chanceﬂor,
WHAT 15 LAND VALUE- TAXA‘[‘ION" by W. R.
Lester; M.A. HeED 10 RANSOM,
by M THE FUTURE 15 TO THE GANGSTER——
UNI.ESS NomEs ¥or SPEAKERS, a pocket
folder ; and the - following Lectores  and
Addrmes by Henry George: JUSTICE THE
OBIECT, TAXATION THE MEANs; LaND and
Taxanion ;°  THE LaND FOR. FHE PEO]?L:;,
THE REAL MEANING OF Frer TRADE; THE
SFopYy oF PoviricaL ECONOMY §° CWERE T
EANDOWNER CANNOT' Smp'r STHE TAX cm
LAND VALUES: :

'I'wopence Each. LANB Vawa.nou AND
Lawp. VALUE TaXaTION. N DENMARK. . By
K. T. Kristensen, Chief of the Danish Land
Valeation Department “FHE CRIME | OF
PoverrY, by Henry George’; Ummmymm*
ARp O rRE - LAND, by W, R. Lester,” M.A.

MosEs, byHenryGeorﬂs Ter New POLmCAL
ECONOMY,--by Jolin B. Sharpe; Also (by
Henry George) :—SCOTLAND AND SCOTSMEN,
'I(%ou SeaLT NoOT STEAL, apd THY KINGDOM

ME. . .
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THE UMNTED COMMITTEE FOR THE
. TAXATION OF LAND VALUES LTD,,
4 Great Smith Street, London, S.W.1.

W. R. Lester, Hon Treasurer; A. W.

Madsen, Secretary ; F. C. R. Douglas,

Assistant Secretary. {(Telephone © Abbey

6665 ; Telegrams : “Eulav, Parl, London.”)

The revenue account, year 1941, of the
Committee showed net expenditure as follows,
coerresponding figure for 1940 being givea in
brackets (to the nearest pound): Printing
and publishing Land & Liberiy and editorial
services, £917 175 104 (£995); mectings
and travel expenses, postal campaigns, printing
and circulating literature and granis to
Leagues, £4315 195 44 (£428); - office rent,
rates, heat, light, eic., £181 4s. 84, (£234);
secretarial and staff salaries, extra clerical
assistance  and superaniation fund,
£1.361 145, 04 (£1,227); general coire-
spondence, postages, telephone, statiobery,
newspapers and official publications,
£148 8s. Bd. (£i28) ; miscellanecus, including
auditor’s fees, £30 2s5. 4d. (£72). (Also, in
. 1940, £225 went to reserve.) Total, £3,095 7s. 4d.
(£3,309) : made up by revenue account net
income, £2483 155 104 {£2.758), from
balances carried over £461 (£288), transfer
from capital account £150 11s. 64 {£263).

These accounts were adopted by the
Executive for report to the annual meeting
of the Commitice being held on-9th April.
S0 also the accounts of the Henry George
" Foundation which showed cost of books
published and bought £270 155, 64. (£151);
‘advertising, warchousing and insurance,
£267 9s5. 7d. (£80). On the other -hand the
sales of books were £233 95 7d. (£281).
In 1941 the accounts had to be adjusted
pot only to the costs of dispersing what
remained of the stocks of books, but also
o compensation and insurance. Lost were
10,420 books and 48,050 pamphlets, leaving
-{as at 31st December, 1941) a stock in hand
of 20,170 books and 47,660 parnphlets.

Mr Douglas’s correspondence on  local
income tax In fLocal Government Servics,
a journal with a very wide circulation, brought
a number of requests from municipal officials

for the memorandum Town Plapning and ~

Land Values. The Committee has since
sent to each of these enguirers a copy of his
book Land Value Rating. Anotber compli-
mentary issue, to several hundred well selected
names, has been that of the book Why the
German Republic Fefl. . o

OUR POLICY

Tuz opyecr of Land Value Taxation is to
bring about the equitable distribution of
wealth by the recovery of communal property
—namely, the economic rent of land—for
public purposes, and the abolition of all
taxation interfering with or penalizing pro-
duction and exchange. ’
Land Value' Taxation is net taxation on
tand, but on the value of land. Thaus it would
not Fall on all land, but onfy on valuable land,
and on that not in proportion to the use
made of it, but in proportion to its value. Tt
would thus be a tax, not on the use or im-
provement of land, but om the ownership
of land, taking only what would otherwise
g0 to the owner as owner, and not as user
of the land. ’ . :
In assessments under Land Valué Taxation
all value created by individual use or improve-
ment would be excluded, and the only value
taken into consideration would be the value
attaching to the bare land by reason - of
neighbourhood, public improvements, etc.
Thus the farmer would have no more taxes
0 pay than the speculator who held a similar
piece of Jand idle, and the man who on a
City site erected a vaiuable building would be
taxed no more than the man whe held a similar
site vacant. )
Land Vatue Taxation would call npen men
to contribute fo the public revenues not in

proportion to what they produce or accumulate,

but in proportion to the value of the natural

opportunities they hold. It would compel
them to pay just as much for holding land
idle as for putting it to the fullest use. :

By taking for public uses that value which
attaches to land by reason of the growth
and improvement of the commaunity, it would
make the holding of land unprofitable fo the
mere owner, and profitable only 1o the user.
it would thus make it impossible for specula-
tors and monopolists to hold natoral -oppor-
tunitics—such as valuable land—unused or
only. half used, and would throw open io
labour the iHimitable field of employment
which the carth offers to man.

) Form of Beguest,
I bequeath’ (free of duty) to the United
Coramittee for the Taxation of Land Values;
Limited, the sum of £....cviemiiinienns

ENGLISH LEAGUF : Frederick Verinder,
General Secretary, 4 Great Smith Street,
Waestrinster, London, 8.W.1. (Telephone :
.Abbey 66635 _ .

The - Recorder, organ of the Battersea
Parliamentary Society, which meets -at the
Battersea Men's Institute, contains in its
March issue fhe first of a series of articles
on. “ Personalities which appeal - to  me”
It is headed : * No. 1.-—Henry George,” by
W. E: Fox, and contains a brief and interesting
account of the man and his weitings. . The
paper ailso records a contribution by Mr Fox
of a paper on “ The Mature of Society,”
read at a meeting on Sth February., - - -

Wr Fox, who is a member of the Society
as well as a member of the League Executive,
never loses a chance of “ spreadimg the light,”
either by his voice in private -conversations
or at public meetings, or by his pen in letters

to friends or to the press, or by circulating

our publications. The Daily Herald, on

2nd April, printed the followmg letter over .

his name :— .

“ Alistair Cooke says that one farmer
in the United States bas a farm the size
of Wales. Wrong land laws have allowed
the emigrant’s acres to swallow up the iots
of 100,000 other emigrants. The Germans

-are fighting for land, so they say. -

" Henry George said the emigration to
America, in full flood in his day, was the
safety valve of Europe, and that when it was
shui” down a big explosion would occur.
He died ic 1897.7 ’

Clifford Dean, who had nearly reached
the age of ninety years, mainiained his interest
in" our cause to the last. His letters and
‘occasional visits to the office will be groatly
missed. The secretary temders his sincere
sympathy to his surviving daughter who
reports his death on 7th March.

Lord Latham, Leader of the London County
Councit and ong of the Vice-Presidents of
the League, met with an accident when niding
on 6th April, and is suffering from two
broken ribs. We hope that he will make a
good and speedy recovery. He was chairman
of the L..C.s Finance Commitiee which
sponsored the Council’s Bill for the Rating
aof London’s Site Values, and was s
in his chairmanship, when he became Leader
of the Council, by Mr ¥. C. R. Douglas,
another of the Leagus’s vice-presidents.

WELSH LEAGUE : FEustace Davies, Secre-
tary, 27 Park Place, Cardiff. (Telephone :
1563 B

The -30th Annual Mesting -of the League
was held at the Park Hotel, Cardilf, on

Saturday, 21st March, at 3 p.m. The business

included the secretarial and the treasures’s

report and the election of the officers for the

ensuing year, re-slected being: Dr D, G.

Taylor, m.a., president; Captain F. Saw,

chairman ; G. A. Gardner, hon. treasumer

Fustace A. Davies, hon, secretary ; and the

committes. Tea was served during the after-

poon. An instructive address was delivered
by our President, D¢ Taylor, on “ World

Conflict and Home Policy ™ of which a report

has been forwarded. Dr Tavior's audience
was critical though appreciative. Af the
¢lose he said he could not essay fo reply o
all the points raised, though his view was
that Henry (eorge was not to be classed
with the miliennialists, for he foresaw the
possibility of catasirophe. - There was an
account . of the meeting in the Cardiff and
Suburban News which referred to the secretary’s
interesting report, made. special mention of
the book- Land Vaiwe Rating, by F. C. R.
Douglas, and spoke of what was being done
to plice the Henry George Literature with
all the bookshops in Cardiff. In the fatter
work Mr T.-C. Morris is. acting as canvasser
and he has already met with some success.
Excellent is the display of the bocks of
various titles made by Messes W. H. Smith,
which ‘was much' commented upon at the
meeting, Postseript.—All the members of the
Cominittee were re-clectedwith the exception of
Mr and Mrs W. Fenton, they having left Cardiff
to take up residencein Somerset. The mesting
was also hriefly reported in the Western Afil.

YORKSHIRE AND NORTHERN LEAGUE:
F. Skirrow, 129 Skipton Road, Keighley.

The League, in association with the United
Commiittee, is making arrangements for the
holding of a Saturday afternoon Conference
toward the end of May or in the beginning
of June. 'We hope to announce full particulars
in the next issue of this Journal. :

Mr -Charles 1. Smithson has been taking
an active part in the discussions at the Halifax
Branch of the League of Nations Union which
has been meeting regulariy for the considera-
tion of the new order that mmst follow the war,
Among the subjects treated is that of Federal
‘Union on which Mr Smithson has provided
and circulated an instructive memorandum
bearing pasticularly upon economic:  and
social well-being and discussing the question :
what kind of services should an International
Authority render to its member states, and
‘what kind of powers should it possess?
Argaing from the basic principle that, irrespec-
tive of race or colour, every human being has ™%
an equal claim to life and liberty, limited only
by the equal claim of every other human being,
he insists that this principle- applies not only
o the relationship between individual citizens
of a State but also between the States them-
selves, and it must be for the International
Aauthority, ‘to which the Sovereign power

-of the several States wounld be subordinated,

to give effect to it. The Earth and the fulness
thereof should be treated as-the conimon
heritage ‘of mankind, and. should be made
equally accessible for every would-be user on
payment- of  the . economic reat fo.the com-
munity.
bv no ‘means ended and ccopomic servitude at
home znd in the colonial field had stdl to
te abolished through far-reaching economic
changes. Farther discussing the powers. that
an International Authority shomld possess,
Mr Smithson listed such functions as foreign
affairs, control of armed forces and manu-
facture of arms, all -questicns rclating to
tariffs, subsidies and vuotas, : international
labour conditions, . currency and . banking,
colomies, transpori, aviation, public works,
and taxation. As for what is cafled * power
to regulate inter-State trade,”? the - simplest
and best solution in the interests of afl con-
cerned was the egtablishment of -complete
free -trade. Most jmportant. of all-was the
question of taxation- and where the Inter-
national Authority was .to get the revenas
to carry out:its functions. Here Mr Smithson
gives mauch needed advice to all who. are
thinking -in terms of Federal Union, for no
clear and definite pronouncement has as yet
been given in responsible quarters on . this
subject.. .If the International Authority. pro-
motes z free interchange of - trade. between
nations as an essential factor for- preserving
the peace of the world it foilows that revenme-
producing tariffs will be eliminated, necessi-
fating the adoption of direct taxation. . But

The old fight agamst slavery was '
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what kind: of direct. taxatmu ? The memoran—(
dum concludes with a- poWerful plea -for -
taxation based on the value of land—because

the value attaching to the free gifis of nature
is a value which should be utilized for the
benefit of mankind in general and not for the
enrichment -of ‘individual ® citizeds -within a

natiofi  or. exclusively for any individusal

nation. - He thérefore would find the revenue
for the Internatichal Authority by éach nation
contributing to its treasury in proportion- to’
the value of its natiral resources.  Here then
is the principle and the ‘specific - proposal
which certainly deserves the cons:dcratlon
of all advocates of Federal Union.

Meanwhile Mr -Smithson is to be con-
gratulated on. the valuable education work
he has been doing-in that Halifax circle.

-+ ‘Mr WmiThomson had a letter in the Kexgh{ey
-News and among other members always active
is Mr C. H. Jones of Keibhley

MANCHESTER . LEAGUE: Arsthur H.
_ Weller, 1p., Secretary, Pytchiey, Bean
" Leach Road Offerton, Stockport.

“The Annual Meeting of the League will be
held in Manchester on Saturday afternoon,
25th. April. At the time of writing arrange-
ments are still o be completed.  Members
and friends will receive due notification.

The Secretary was invited to pay. a second

visit to the Hazel Grove Guild on 10th March
when he spoke on “* The price of Peace.” All
the books taken to. the mectmgmcludmg
Progress and Poverty and Protection. or Free
Trade—were sold, and a further supply was
afterwards sent to the Guild Secretary.
_ On 1ith March, Mr D: L. J. Owen addressed
the members of the . Umvermty Students”
Christian Movement, his subject. being “ The
Earth’s Resources.”

In response to. an mvxtation to. readers of
the Stockport Express to forward. their defini-
tions of * A Living Wage,” a letter from the
Secretary appeared in the next issue of. the
paper asserting that the principle of the living
wage, accepted by both wage-payers and wage-
earners, was that the latter were entitled to no
more than a bare Tivelihood. . The aliernative
was a Just Wage, and the cost of living: had
no relation io it.

Mrs: Sumner continues her work of peaceful
penetration in the local W.E.A. classes,: Ata
recent meeting she challenged the teacher,
Mirs Kelly, to debate, but the. cha]lcnge was not
accepied.

MIDLAND LAND 'VALUES, LEAGUE :
- " John Bush, President, 20 Cannon Street,
Birmingham 2. (Telephone ;. Mid 0585).

All who are assocfated with this: League
mourn the loss of Chdpman Wright who has
been. its leader and ‘inspirer -ever. since its
foundation in 1509, His_industry as Secretary
in all these years is. beyond praise, a work
carried on to the very last mioment, he dropping
tnconscious in the office on-the 13th March.
The Rev Leyton:Richards officiated at the
funeral and spoke of the many years of devoted
service to the .cause for fruth and justice
which Chapman Wright had given. . Mr Bush
represented - the -League and as its: President
he conveys to Mrs Wright and her daughters on
behalf of all co-workers, ‘sincere sympathy in
their bereavement... : He himself feels the biow,
for only two days before-he had been at the
office making arrangements for _coming meet-
ings. . With Mr Houghton he is keeping the
‘office on for the time being and there will be a
ecting of the management committes .o
decide future activities. - With one like our able
secretary so difficult to replace, it-is nevertheless
hoped there will be no cessation of the League’s
work. -There are a number ofstanding en-
gagements. which Chapman Wright had made
and MrBush.hopes to undertake them all.

The postponed mecting of the People's
Fomm Association of Welverhampton, ad-
dréssed by Mr Bush, was held on 24th March
in the Contral; Public Library. The subject
was “Land and Agricilture;” one: of the serles

MacDonald and John Peter;

sof dlscussmns ‘conducted by Mr B. D.

Whiteaker, editor of the Express and .Star, and
organised by Mr -Norman Pritchard. There

-was a useful report in the Express and Star,

another speaker being Professor G. H. Bates,
of the Staffordshire Farm Institute, who dealt
with the technical side of agriculture. The

meeting was a great success there being about

150 in the audienceé. Mr Bysh had the oppor-

- tunity of dealing with'a number of points raised

in the discussionr and for 45 minutes by
question and answer made the most of his case
which summed up in the newspaper report was
“ we do not want nationalisation of the land
but of the valuc of the land.” He emphasised
the urgency and the necessity of the rating and
taxation of land valyes for the reconstmctwn
after the war,

PORTSMOUTH ILEAGUE: H. R. Lee,
Hon  Secretaty, 13 Lawrenoe Road,
Southsea.

The Secretary has had two letters {(which
were somewhat cut down) in the Portsinouth
Evening News, but in these days of paper
shortage one is grateful for just enough space
to state the main case that the plans of ‘the
planners will never froctuate while the seed
bed is choked by the present land and taxation
system. Cotitrovetsy was with - Mr F.
Devenish who, for garaging cars, would
burrow celtars h' or erect’ four-storey
buildings above ground. Your correspondent
pointed out that back of Palmerston Road,
which has bécome & shopping centre;: there
is enough land to park 500 cars. It is land
truly “ beld in -speculation,” well over an
acre, which with but one house.upon it has
been paying no more than £80 yearly in rates.
By contrast the smallest shop in Palmerston
Road, 18fi. front and 80ft. decp (area
1,440 square feet or about one-thirticth ‘of
an acre) has been. paying £110 a year in rates.
Mr Devenish himself cited his experience in
Southsea where he had to pull down a large

hoiise to get a siie¢ for building houses and the

1and worked out dt £23 10s. per foot. But that’s

‘ho reason for cellar or warehouse garages in

Portsmouth when, as stated, there IS an
acre of surface car park avaﬂable nearby. It’s
a first-class argument for smashing  the
monopoly price of Iand which stands 1n the
way of every kind of enterprisc whether
public or private.

Our Portsmouth co-worker, Mr "James
McGuigan, now resident in N. Ireland,
on hearing of the death of 5. R. Cole, dcvoted
a Ietter of tribute to his memory, saymg

“For over 40 years he never grew weary
working for the cause. To have known such
a man induces courage and hope. Southsea
cafl never be quite the same for me again,”
an vaderstandable sentiment, for those two,
working so earnestly and so effectively in
their companionship, gave this League its
greatest strength.

EDINBURGH LEAGUE : Walter N. Alex-
ander, Hon Secretary, 63 Baronscourt
Teu'ace, Edinburgh 8. {Telephone : 75306).

The Annual General Meeting of the League

was held in the Goold Hall, on 1ith March,
the Chairman Mr T. O. Macmillan presiding,
After reports were received -om the. past
year’s work (Mr' Madsen who has now
refurned {0 fondon having acted as hom
secretary during theperiod) and on the accounts
of Tevenue and expenditure, ‘office-bearers for
the ensuing year were elected as follows

Hon  President, A. W. Madsen; Hon

Vice-Presidents : A, D. Haxton, 1. D. C

Chairman of

Committee, T. O. Macmillan ; and a Com-

mittee consisting of Mrs.  Armit, Miss A.

Rattray, C. . Cownie, A. Davis, Alex Glen,

and Wm Gray.. A cordial welcome was

given to the new secretary which he much
appreciates. The rest of the evening was
spent in a most interesting discussion on

‘Land Value Taxation and. Free Trade as
the essential first thing. This was the more

stm]uianng because of the opposmg arguments

-siations - -will ‘be of short duration.

of a Tady member of the audicnce who wanted
answers. to her doubts and difficulties!: In
addilion to carrying on our postal campa:gns
arrangemenis are being made to hold- monthly
‘discussion meetmgs with the Goold I—Iall
as -our centre.

HIGHLANID LEAGUE ‘1. Mackenme, Hon
" Secretary,. Queensgate Arcade, Inveriiess.
Mr Donald Noble, Solicitor,  Inverness,

. passed away suddenly on the IOth of ‘March.

‘He was a meimber of the League since 1912:4nd
on the outbreak of war in 1914 joined ihe
Cameron Hnghlanders and served as an officer
in-the war, in which ‘he ‘was severely wounded
aind lost his left arm.

He became a meabei of the Town Councd
in 1919 and supported the late Bailie® Yas.

. MacDonald ifi his motionto ‘change the presesit

systemn of rating to ‘that of Jand value rating.
He made 4 study of Land Acts and defended
Crofters and smallholders in various courts:in
the north. He also -was 4 generous yearly
cornitributor to the Leaghie:

In two long letters to the Ross-shire Joumal
“¥.M.” wrote ‘on “Fconomic Freedom  and
Peace and * Henry George aiid the Science
of Hope.”. The second letter answered:-a
oorrespondent “ Obiter* whio had asked for
a_ statement of practical policy and he was
advised to read Progréss and Poverty to see
that; *In the world of to-day there is no
pedce nor can there b tniess the economic
causes of war are Temoved; which again
are vioclation-of natiral law. R is to the
student quite clear  that with eur "present
social - foundation the evils of peace will be
as great, or even pgreater, than the evils of
war betweerr nations, because peace without
econiomic justice ‘'will -evenfually bring inter-
riecine war, with a dreadful attack of the
“ have-niols | ‘upon “the haves.” War betw%ehn

e
internecine that- will follow ‘will be long and
tcmble Both can be prevented now. by
removmg the causes :

The Hindhead Herald feported that Mis
M. M. Tones, a-mémberof the staff of Shotters

1l Couricit School, was the speaker at the

funch of the Haslemere Rotary Club on

Thursday, 26th Febroary. Taking for her
subject “ The Land and Liberty Movement

she advanced arguments in favour of the

taxation of land wvalues, and afterwards

answered a number of questmns_ The Presi--
dent (Mr H. E. Dudeney) was in the chair and

ihanks to the speaker were expressed by the

Rev David Ball. Mrs M. M. Jones is the

daughter of Mr H. R.. Lee-of Portsmouth

~ Principal spcaker ata meetmg in the Co-
operative Hall, Ipswich, on 15th March, Mr
Glenvil Hall, mp., said war and unemploy-
ment were close[y related.  People wanted
shelfer, clothing, food and warmth and the
only way fo get them was by working, Al
wealth came in the first instance from the'soil.
The value of land was built up by the com-
munity and the commumity should get the
benefit. He commended Progress and Poverty
and spoke of the nflucnce of that book on
social thought. Mr R. R. Stokes followed
and farther developed the argumcnt in favour
of Land Value Taxanon

R. Colnet Wright in a letter to the News
Chronicle of 3ist Maich: “Is -it not ‘time
that, as A ‘ipeastre of soclai ‘reform Jong

overdue and as A mieans” of ‘faising ‘a very
large addlt;onal -revenue, the taxation of

Tand valdes in urban areas be introduced ?
This ‘would ‘¢heapen fand, reduce rents, and
be a great step forward towards the solution of
the two great problems “of “housing and -
unemployment which must be dealt with in
the after«the—war penod of social recon-

struction.” ’

Boiind Voliume; 1941, Bound Volumes of

Land & L:berry for 1941, with index, are now

available,” Price 10s. each The pnce of thc
Indéx along iz 1s. -

Monthly 24. An.nual pustal stlbscnptmn 35, (U, SA znd Canada 75 ccnts)
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