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«Fhe Ol Tazation of Land Valuwes.”--Mr W. (.
Bridgeman, First Lord of the Admiraity, addressing a
3:1@(%1;2;; at Bath, 25th March, in » hanto;‘nm WAV
izod the programme of the new Liberal leader.
‘“\n‘ Herhert Samuel.  The First Lord imagined himself
on board ship free to indudge in sea-going § mhw s, Com-
menting on the Liberal programme he :-.;ud “There s
the old-Fashioned kind of free trade, the old taxation of
Iandd values, etc. The zeal fight I one against
Socialisme and Compumism.”  The 7 yead fight 7 may
be as Mr Bridgeman says it is, but if so, the ingredients
are of his own mixing. Tn his qusg‘t“:dm k refloction on
the taxaticn of land values he reminds us of the Tory
candidate, up norih, some «ixty vears ago, whowas asbod
by a far o us heckier . What about the Decalogne !
“he De ogae,” came the reply, wo have suffered
it lomg encogh and its one of the fiest things 1 would
abolish {7

With the permission of Mr Bridgeman, the chief merit -

of the taxation of land values w that 6 ix about as
old ag the Decalogue itself. 14 appeared as 2 guestion
when two men first met and argoed with cach other
for the right of aceess to the most valuable, or the most
fertile feld. The Tee d!qg;u* formualatod fhe moral law
and the land value policy i o soclety such as ours givas
point io the feaching that there is no moral law for 1,]10
idividual and another for the State.  Meanwhile we
would remind our dryv-fand sailor that it was Siv Thobert
Pool whe at Richard Cobden's bidding abolished the
corn law and so Blazed the path to the uld Fashioned free
trade principle the modern Tories strive to obliterate.
Taxation of Land Values 35 the better and more ap-
propriate kalf of the fyee trade principle. Thought
ivavels fast I our day, and the chagces are that the
Tory Party may yvet see the Land Value policy through.
13 th{i_ are hone xi ardd determinsd in Ihvir ambition o
serve the State the cannot very well do otherwise.

?i?ﬁy Years Ago.—Tn 1885, the Boval Cammisgion on
The Houstng of the V”a Ling ( Ll-}‘i‘i‘:,‘ in b3 report,

signed by King Edwaed VIL, then Prince of Wales,
urged the ]uﬂtme and expediency of the local rating of
land values. In the same year the late Lord Bryee,
then Mr Bryce, speaking at Aberdeesn, had this 1o say
on the .:u'h]{a(.t e
I a man keeps iand out of the market because he
hopes o realise a higher price for it after a whi
than he can get now, he ought to be made to pay
the way he uses that land. That caze Is one which
in. some of your citics has been a very serious one.
Tsopls have paid scarcely any fa xation, ar very low
taxation, n m\spod of land which they were keeping
sutb of cultivation and unbuilt o 1l the city grew
oué in that direction, when they would be able to seli
it for building purposes at a very high profit. Wo
sught 1o get at that land while 16 is being held up to
get that peofit,  We onght to be able to rate it and
get in that way for the city a part of the proit which
the owner “(mfﬁmp!(zim cip])f‘s’( iwpiating for himself.”
I 1997, Lopd Birkenbead, then F. 'E..]. Snith, MoP
cailed on the Conservafives fo put fazation of lavd
values on thelr programme, snd two years later Lord
Balfour, then A J. Balfour, declared @ 7 The taxabion
af land values Is veally no interference with securits
it only means that that which does gain by the rates
should contribubte to the rates.” The present Prime
Minister has & nodding acguaintance with the subject,

The Cpposition of the House of Lords.—1it i not

altogeiher the fault of the Libeeal Party that the
policy is st dn the prograpime and nob on dhe
rtatute Book. Had the Lovds nob rejecled 7 OBs Y
Land Values Heotland Bill of 1956, Scotland would then
have had long age o measure of land value rasing such
as Denmark obtuined Jast year. In that case Mp
Bridgeman would bave had something else o faik
about at Bath last month, though per ham not as a
member of a Conservative Government. The taxaiion
of land values I8 a question of viial importance o e
muyicipal life of the country.  Hyvduey, Australia, New
Zealand, Denmark, are landmazks on the way i the
economic liberation of industry.

Lord Tredegar’s * Golden Bile,””—Mr D. J. Vaughas,
member of the Monmouthshire County Cowneil, fols i
the Daily Herald of 28th i*s!mlaﬁ'y the story of the
notorious “ Gelden Mile” the pletwresque example of
power and privilege confe 1‘tml by private property
land. In 1792 an Act of Parliament autherized the
making of a fram road from Tredegar to Newpert.
The w ‘hole of the 21 suiles between the terminals was
specifically exempted from rates, in order, so it was
stated, to encourage private enterprise.  Cue mile of
this tramwav (which 13 now a raibway of three double
lines) ren through what is kunown as Ly :
park.  Tn 1848 an Al was paseed giv
authoritict power to leve vales on the

“the mile 7 was cxeny sTé"j I 1830 a Polinmendary
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w1 to copsider the matier, bt
nothing came of it e the evidopee that 4,000,060
tons of traffic passed over the raibway annoally and
Lord Tredegar dorived an estimated income of £15.000
a vesr from this mile slone. In ISH9 reombers of the
Monmouthshive County Council muoved to gob rates
paid on the Gelden Mile and Lord Tredegars offec o
T MUY aoyvear as Can act of grace 7 owas accopted
Tawibh best thanks though not w ithoutdebate,  Atthat
time the rates were 43d. jn the £ They are now fiftcen
times as much but the rate payment has never hecn
increased  bevond In 1819, before the Hankey
ommission,  Lord ar achmitted  receiving an
income from © The Mile 7 m CED.O00G & vear.  He sald
e sonsidered this a © falr vefurn 7 on the cxpenditure
(on repats. maintenance and rencwal). n the Mon-
monthahize Usunty Councl there g now s Labour
majority and they have appeinted o romamittes o
advize what can be done to remedy ihis rating scandal ;

but Lerd Tredegar has anticipated any action so ffﬂ
as he iw "n]l(‘.-i‘-ﬁii{‘d, for twa vears ago he sold the railway,
lock, stock and barvel, to the (reat Western Hallway

£

{fom p.au;x
A Birmingham Lond 8Sale.An important gale of
property took place in Birmingham on 104k March
when the frechold of the Metropole Hestaurant (de-
Heenged somo time ago) and the ,a.ij(';ining tailor’s <hop
was purchased al public auction by the Birmingham
Co-gperative Hoelety for the sum of £30,000. Fhe
premises are situate st 34, 35 and 36, High Strect, in
the heart of Birmingham, and oscupy 650 square yards
with a frontage of 46 {6 7 in. o High Btrecl aad
fi. {0 Brotland Passage. The ;Hﬂidin.&ih are four
stovies high  and :i—ntiquz wed. The o-operative
News, of 19th Mareh, savs © nithmately  thev will
undoubtedly have to be demolished to make way for
medern ‘Ju)p}mw premises.”” I s theveiore reasonable
to regard the £50,000 paid as the price for the site
alone (subject to cost of clearance and sale of old
psildding material) and that price works out at the
rabe of L3535 940 per acre, ]

Another = Golden Mile. " Londucting  the  sale,
General Ladlow said he dzf{ not think either Mr Fraak
MwHt (who was ASSOE iaied with the anction sale} or
Kimself, i their toexperience of for
ever haed a more valiuable site to deal with, It was

difficads to say what the property was worth to-day,
or how much it would appreciate in the fatore.
ve of what had buen

Comestties was sppointe
! epi

it was almost in she ¢
describod as the © Golden Mile,” the 640 acres which
fermed the pivol upen which the oity of Birmingham,
with its population of a million people, revolved.
ws pointg out that the price of
>

The M%()_p('?’a.i'li'f i

F50.000 worlks out at £73 10s. a aquare yard, compared

with Troo £E7 1o £35 & square yard which was the cost
iir 1911 of the ground on swhich ike ceuntral premises
stand, and these premises ave next door.  Hecent
transactions in ecotral Birmingham at about the same
figire: or higher than the amcunt patd by the socieby
in this instance show that site values have dewbled in
the st fifteon yesrs,

A Fich Aves Mt Necessitons " While the roal
viatue of land in the contre of Birminghaw s thus
jevealed and is shown to be mounting m Toaps and
i i.i!iti‘h Birmingham, we ace told, s a 7 pecessitous
BIGH, the e of Commons’ debate, on Ist
Mazch, irmingham  was coupled  with other great
cities 1il arichestor, Neweastle-on-Tyne, Shetie dd and
Middlegbrough as o place crushed by # e burden of
the rates 7 and It was used 10 support ibe ease for
VEY d subventions from Parliament in sid of local

land and Improvemenis in asse

avers.  Umr fending articie disouszes this ex podiond,
hosn completely overdooks the £ that local
paxation by i present meidenes s a substantial
caupe of the stagnation, the poverty, Tii( wnemployvinent
and the exactions trade apd indusiry have o bear.

Freehold Value £50,000 ; Rateable Value £779. The
® Uolden Mile 7 of Birmdnghan, in the contre of a great
industrial district scourged by dis is one of those
untapped or at least far-from-oxhausted g
that should How ints the public treasury, whether o
]’a:immmm!‘, tax or a local rate is the chamel,  The

“rateable value 7 assessed against most of it has little
m commaon with the real value, a clreumstanes that i
commaon in the contres of all cities.  The Inmping of
ssment, although 1.
nrovernents should be eatively freo from taxaiion. the
stipulation that the premiges must be assessed at the
vent chitaimable for them in their existing condition, the
difficulty of determining what that rent might be when
the property is not Yet vear by year but i held by a
leagehoider on long lease or by an owner-ocoupier,
combine to produce results ludicrously out of velation
cither 1o the value of the land alone or to the value of
the jand with its improvements.

The property recently acquirsd by the Biroingham
Cooperative Soclety 12 an  eloguent Q-:mn;g_ﬁu The
Jand wvalwe is £30.000 or considerably more, according
to General Ludlow, who s one of the highest authoeniies
on  propeety  values  in Inrzmwrham The £5G.000

1§>imi yvalne sorresponds to W.wﬂﬁ annual value,  But
uhdt i the prosent rateabls walue © On wwvestigation
we fined that the net annual value at which the premises
ssessed, land and buildings taken together, is £779
s than opa-third of the proved value of the land
alone.

False Estimates of Valoe.—This case s of interost
for other reasons. 1t shows that the anomalies and
injusticon of the present rating system are ss marked in
the sentres of towns as ail the oubs 5, where ingtance
after fnstance may be given of land rated at a pound
or two having 2 market value of £300 or £1 000 or more.
it shows further the mistake of estimating the aggregnie
fand value :ai any bown by basing ealowdations on the
stz s value 7 and subizacting from that a
“rven pmpnrtmn ag value of improvemenis. HBuch is
ihe reckoning often made Ly those who think o prove
that ﬂw value of land is of Hitle account snd would be an
all tuo limited source of revenue, In this connection. we
recall the hostile report to his City Council prepared by
Mr Arthur Collins, late City Treasurer of iélmzi*zghm*
i which he gave 15 as his opinion that the land value
of Brmingham was not more than £30,000.600, his
contentions being confuted m Mr Madsen's pamphlet,
Laad Value RBoting, now unfortunaiely oot of print,
Cencral Ludlow’s statement offers material for a very
differasnt sstimate, One sibe to the © Ololden Mils
arey is worth £73 per square vard., I the whole of the
610 acres approach this ’wlfl‘f’ thes 't'h 7 Grolden Mile &
alone has a solling value well Over £200,000,000. ¥ is

Py

wafer to base an mtlm(u»v N i}mt assumption than to

take the figurves of the present 7 vateable value 7 of the
same ares as any evidence at all of what the land is
really worth.

& Town Vlauning Restriction.— A paper vead by
Mr ¥ ¢ Basendale, FS1. hefore the Rurvevors'
Tustitnte, on tth January, on . Effect on Xﬂhm\,
of Town Planning Helwmes in their Various St BN

- hag been much reviewsd in the journals concernad with

landed proporty. M Baxvendale discussed the way in
which landowners w Hkely to be affected in their
interests by town planmng schemes —their claims to

4
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copponsation o cert . psrees, aned e clann
of the locel authority fo 7 hetterment i other i
ezt One point bo bis paper L worth special
notice. When o local Couneil ~ declaxe 7 sites of
streets necessary for the development of the land
aceording to plan, they mway charge the cost npon the
awners of both sides if at the date of the ; apportionment
the abutting land is rated as agricultural land only.
In other words, a charge will not be made on developed
land paying rates as such,  Charges i vespect of such
e U;fﬁs cannol be recoverable by the Oounell wndid the land
iy yated ns other thaw agricuwllural foewd | and no interest
canr be claimed by the Council in respest of the intervening
period.

The italics are vurz. This provisdon of the law is
guite in keeping with the operation and mischievous
citects nt the present rating svstern,  Could anything
be betier caleulated to benefit the land epectilator or
to postpons development 0 The land Is improved a
public expensc, its value is increased. but so long as
1he owner chooses to let it fie dormant as © agricultural ’
no part of the commuonity's expenditure may he re-
covered from him.  Meanwhile, the land is assessed as
¥ oagrienltural,” whatever its veal value may be, .-'n-d
with that nominal assessmens onlv one-guarier of the
yates is charceable. There is litile hope for i.m
planming run on such lines, and with the dice so Emndﬂl
in favour of the land monopolist.

Againgt the Public Inferest.—Tord Ashfield’s recent
strong statement on the i‘znfi speculation arising ont
of the Undergroond Railway ent-v.xpr.iw: had a very
good press. We nofice with interest the following
comment by the Motor News, 5th March

Lord Ashbeld, the head of the London trafiic
eombination, 18 a very shrewd business man in many
ways, and he touched upon o wmost important matter
lagt week, when he showed how transport facilities
can ineresse the value of land, whereupon speculators
come in, vash up the price of the developed Jand,
snd check progress, both in land and iransport
development.  The saine thing happens with roads.
A new road enhances the value of the Iand, and too
often this new value s slimmed off by speculatory
to such an extent that development caunot go on.
Acute political controversy ranges over the taxation
of land values, Lot the fact remaing that a railway
or a road ereates value in surrounding land, and
vet the profit of this is taken by people who do
nm}mw to bring the road or the &llt‘u'“ about, ansd
whe 'n profitesring, hamper the zrowth of the new
facilitics.  This is against the ;mbll( interest.”

Bpeaking on a Railway Biil in the House of Commons,
Sigt March, dr J. H. Thomas, Hecretarv of th(
Railwaymen's Union, complained that * the cosis 1
the ease of railways, omniboses and trams were i-hi"‘
result of the ffl!)l‘ll(i landlords having to he bought
pul, thos enhancing the prices which the m;]vmy
companies have to charge to-day Bui what i3 to
he done abo it it ¢ ]‘iuhp Snowden, M.P. said, the
other dav: T have very little sy mpai!n with the
husiness men who were complaining so long a ihey
will mot turn theilr attention to the obvious remedy.”
No doubt the business men Wiil reply - 7 it's not
sympatiy but justice we want,” and so the talk goes
on. Fhere eannot be toc much of it, though the mmeﬁnt
tirme is the fime for action,

Soeisl Yalues. — Cornmenting on the Bdgware (Londen)
Underground  Bailway extension, the Obserenr, Fith
Hebruary, says -

P

Althougels B Loy sitacked the gquestion
A Band Valiues with sebfodefentine PRI, i s
to bo yealized that such o gquesiion exds, Tea cquitios
challenge consideration, whether or i3 withm
the powgrs of fiseal po !;w L sabis i\ them.  The
specilative  puwrehase  of Tand s f.i.lﬂ1(.-[[.}‘1.‘.!(.3?! ot
railway  development s wmore familiar in asother
hemasphere than heve, but s appenrance in con-
nection  with  the Puderground exteusions in o the
Fdgware ditection is an example of what nakes a
very strong bid for the epithet of & profiteonng.”
1t wonld be difficalt to conbest the view that what we
have here i 2 nersanal appropristion of social valoes.
Uniouists, In repelling the impetvous remedies of
other people, might well congider i they cannot
devise a ‘-‘H!l”(} and effeetive poliey of their own
to et such cases
o oia for the Observer to devise o sound and eoffective

policy of s own, The meore the merrior. The lussoe
¥ and wore pablicity, bul a litike

of Edewars v publinity
direction from oue greatest Hunday h:“%’e'ﬁpza.;n‘-z‘ now and
Fithont offect,

s would not beow

A WNovel Plan for New Revenme.—The af
Halford, replving o o deputation from the fate-

payers’ Association and the Chamber ﬂf Clommerse
that met him on 3vd Febreary, 6 wros ?mit (3
schemes of capital expenditure, n ko
for enviching the iy, He wbl ey !mzle Hings were a
goodd asset, . He poinied to the building of dhe Man-
chester Town fidﬂ fifly vears age as showing how 1f
had resulbed i the neighbourhood of Albert Hyuare
being appreciated in rateable value, and 4 that i
the Halford Council had the i oerect a new
Terwn Hall on the site of the Cattle Market the rateable
value of the Cross Lane district would be enormously
incrensed.

fands baken from v

or both,  Fhe improvement is made at public expense,
The value of land in ihe neighbousrhood iz greatly
enbanced snd snother glaring example s afforded
of landowners faking the * wnesgned inerement.”” A
responsibio Mayor tolls his fellow-citizens this is $he way
to help trade aod industry, Wi strich the plan o
a mere Town Hall, when a score or s bundred feee
municipal theatres or concert halls and s succession of
magnificent avenues might be conshructed, se to 7 raise
the rateable value ™ b( vond the dreams of municiped
avarice ? @ pu.ﬁ} fallacy, fivst cousin te the
Protectionist notion that we ait]a can be created by
taking from somme and giving fo oihers. The ground
landlords of the Cross Lane district of Salford will
gurely take advantage of ib, and will be obliged for ﬂw
valuable official hint that they are in a ng market.
I fact, the announcement s worth a fortune o the
loeal land speculator.

The fonceniration of Wealth,In a letter o the
Munchester Guardion of 12th March, Mr T, B, Black,
of 2, Cecil Btreet, Hodderstiekl, exivaets from the
1924.25 report of the Commissioners of Dnland Revenue
figures that show the concentration of wealth -

Taking the estates coming under veview for death
duties : Small  esiates, not  exeseding  £100,  in

F014-15 mambered 12 845, and the value of those

was £TH 425 0 by 1924-5 they had fallen i pumbers

po 12,664 and in value to £733458. On the other

hand the nomber of sstaies 'i'n

10635 was 4207, and the valne .

they had risen by 18245 t0 6458 in nw H!;“n and in

7t
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value to £3155053877.  Combining salaries  and
profits and comparing them with wages coming
under review of the income tax anthorities and starting
with the year 1817-18—the first full year that wages
were dealt with separately—the net figures, given in
willions, weve ©  Profits and salaries, £970; wages,
£378. By 19245 the former had risen to £1,667, and
the latter had fallen to £202.7
These ilinminating fipures dlustrate the tendency
of wages to fall to subsistence level, The correlative
tendency of rent o rige iz seen in every division and
sub-divigion of social life and movement. As Henry
Ueorge says: 1t does not require a philosopher to
see that if in any country natural opportunities were
thrown open which would enable labourers to make
for themselves wages higher than the lowest now paid,
the general rate of wages would rige. . . . The cause
s on the sorface.”

Allotments at Tford.—The Hssex Weelly News of
22nd January last contained a report of the proceedings
in connection with an arbitration case for the com.
pulsery acquisition of land for the parposes of allot-
ments, The land iz situate on the east side of Good-
mayes Lane and extends to 10 acres I rood.  The owner,
Sir H. J. Hulze, put in a claim of £4,500 as his price
for the land and Mr H. A, Hawking, the expert withess
for the owner, gave evidence in sapport of the claim
saying he had been respongible for the figure inserted.
The expert witness for the Town Comncil estimated the
value of the land at £1.627

Further facts in regard to this ease of land purchase
were obtained by Mr Dunmico, fn answer to a guestion
in the House of Commons on the I7th March. Mr
Walter Guinness, the Minister of Agricoltars, stated he
was irformed that the arbitrator had awarded £3,125
as the price to be paid. The 10 acres were part of a
holding of 13 acres, the present net rateable value of
which was £18, and he added, no doubt reading between
the lines of the question, w hlch did not ask his epinion
on the matter, that he could not admit that there was
any comection between net rateable value and the
(‘cl})ltdl value of the land.

Most people will agree with the Minister of !‘mrl—.-

culture, although perhaps nobt in the sense intended
by him. There certainly no connection between the
two values and that is the trouble. Here is a piece of
land declared to have » capital value of £3,125 when the
opwner puts it in the market ; yet the assessment on
which the local rates were levied was an annual ameunt
of only 27s. 7d. per acre, or £14 4s. for the 10 acres
1 wood. The lack of relationship between the rateable
value and the market value iz all in the interests of the
land speculator, and this kind of instance cloquently
explains why there are so many thousands of unsatisfied
applicants for allotments. It is a " speaker’s note ”
that should be heard on many platforms.

Land Prices and Allotments.—On 21st March, in reply
to a question in the House of Commony, the Minister
of Agrieuiture supplied Mr T. Williams with a detailed
statement showing for the vear 1925 the local authorities
that had acquired land for “allotments, the area acquired
in each case and the average price per acre. We are
indebted to Mr Williams for a copy of the statement. 1t
mentions altogether 87 local authoritios and 100 aliot-
ment schemeb In 75 cases the purchase price of the
land was £60 or more ; in 43 cases £100 or more ; in en
cases £200 or more and in five cases £300 or more. The
total area acquired was 1,036 acres and the total price paid
{computed from the average pn(’(* as stated) works out
at approximately £87,000, which is roughly £93 per acre.

These figures tell their st ory of the ring of land

monopoly that surrounds every city, town and village ;
bow the monopoly is being fed by public funds in these
purchase schernes, while bolstered and protected by
the existing ratmg systern. The 1,036 acres a,cqmred
for allotments at a price of £97,000 comprise land
previously rated as © agricultural,” with rateable value
scarcely more than £1 an acre on the average and paying
only ome quarter of the rates at that. Little wonder
that the land thus escaping taxation on its real value
is held out of use for high prices. that the unsatisfied
applicants for allotments are counted by the thousands
and that tens of thousands more find it of no use even

to apply.

“¥For The Cause That Needs Assistance.”’—Un page 81
of this issue we have made a strong caze for the Sus-
tention Fund for 1827, Tt may be taken as a friendly
overture to all who hold Land & Liberty in their esteem
for what it is to the movement. The Journal relies
on the Fand as its mainstay. It has no guarantesd
income and its existence depends wholly upon those
friends who desire $he service to be continued.

We cordially and gratetully acknowledge the financial
backing the Fund was favoured with in 1926, accom-
panied with so many pleasing and stimulating words
of encouragement.

A subseriber has said: " The Journal is net vours
it belongs to very many who are deeply intervesied.”
In & wery vital sense that is true; and what the
“ Directors ' are asking from the © Sharcholders.” now,
is not money for any venturesome reconstruction
scheme, but for the move imposing work of the moment.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

New and Sixzth Edition now in the Press

THE STORY OF MY DICTATORSHIP

By Lewis H. Berens and Ignatius Singer

The Taxation of Land Values Cleardy Explained
Two Notable Commendations

Henry George wrote to L. H. Berens on 20th
February, 1894, on receipt of the first edition of
The Story of My Diciedorship :—

“My warmest congratulations to you and Mr Singer . .. 1
think it is the best thing of its kind yet, and that & will do -
much good. Something is needed for those who will only read
‘Hight. iiteraturs’ and I think this will go far to il the bill.
‘What is needed now is to get it inbo creulation. ™

William Lloyd Garrison Jr. wrote in the preface to
the first American Edition of thiz hook: <1
bespeak for this new messenger in the field of reforn:
the cordial welcome of all lovers of their kind.”

These two commendations ave printed asa Preface
to the pew Edition, which is now issued with
grateful acknowledgments to Mrs Lewis H. Berens.

THE STORY OF MY DICTATORSHiP
(Forty-eght Poages)
PER DOZ., 8s. 6d. Post Free
Published by

The United Commitiee for the Tazation of
Land Valdes, 11, Tothill Street, London, 8.W.1.

PRICE 3d.
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MAKING A GIFT OF LAND
Philanthropy Hewarded in Hyvde
spirifed Tandawners

Cases are pot infregqueni of publi
making gifts of land for a park or open space or othey
public purpess. The benefaction s sommended by
the Press anud vetes of thanks frome the eal Town
Conncil are put on record. The land 1 impeoved and
maintained as an awenity o public costs Presently
it s discovered that the new advaniages attaching o
the surrounding fand give rise to increased lund calues
and land is held un @il prices ave paid that would have
heen considered quite prepostercas before the mprove-
ment was in sight. One landowner may thus present
a fortune to other landowners—real philanthropy on
hig part-—but if he himsel owng the survounding laad,
wmore notice will be taken of his foresighi than his gift.
He easts his bread on the waters and it is returmed to
hisny, nob after many days bt with the aext incoming
tide: and 1y overflowing measure,

The latest siance of this kind i reported {from
Hyde in Cheshire, At the Town Council meeting on
the Idth February  {reported i the Norik (heshive
Herald of the 18th) the finances of tho horough were
under discussion and the question of the constantly
increaging * burden of $he rates 7 called for attention.
On this debate a valuable contribotion was made.

Councinaor the Bev, Jomsn N DBuece
mumicipal He moved forward on a rising tide of expen-
diture and it was entively vaim and umhmimo to sug-
gest that the tide could be stemmed by the deletion
of what were really wrinor items. What was needed
wasg nob s omoch a microscope for the oxamination of
gmall items, but » telescope $o take a wide sweep of
the social borizon, Nobody would be an advecate of
wasteful expenditure, bot the real problem was one
of revenue. At prese indugtry and the private
householder were heavily bordened by the pressare
of rates. I was necessary for evervone interested in
wriicipal statesmansiin to face the gquestion whether
the burden was being faily distributed.  They spend
money on Town Planning and presently would have
O ‘-p{’ﬂi[ more.  They spent all onr expenditnre on
public improvement and development.  Much of the
value thus created made ground dasdlopds and  the
awners of building site values rich far bevond the
proportion of thelr present contribution.

Connecillor Burgess then proceeded to deal with the
way in which the making of the Dowson Roead had
raised the value of the Land saving thai the scheme
had besn eriticized  beoause the cost exoeeded  the
estimate, bt there was anothee side to the coonemics
of the situaiion.

The New Eoad and Land Prices

Bome time age the Edueation Commyttes met o con-
sider a gite for a Central School. One site wag offered on
the Dowson Boad.  The price was somewhere over a
thousand pounds an acre.  He asked at ihe time what
the value of that land was before the DPoewson Bead
wag made, but ke was told by & member of the
Committee that the question was hardly fair since the
land was giver for the road Lo be built, That was true.

18 3= sadd vou shouldn't Took a gift hovse in the mouth.
But thiy was proving o very expensive horse. 16 had
cost ns seme L6000 and this vear was adding three-
pence 1o the vates. Iu oa few  vears W would be
costing wuch more than that.  In view of this he
had been looking e the horse’s mouth and well into
its interior,

What was the worth of that land before the Dowson
Boad ? 1t was closed land. Bt was inaccessible. Tt
had no building value, At a genercus esiimate he

had been given (o uaderstand that the land was prod-
ably worth £30 an acr icultural tand,

Haw much lwnd was weladed in the gift 7 About
five acres. I the rales of arithmetic held o the
valwe of the ¢ift was about £350.  And with what
vesult ¢ The price of land bad jumped from an agri-
eltueal  valae  to o FLO00 an bere. Front land
war going at the rale of anyvwhere from £1 200 to
L1606 an acre. and proacaumably woudd  feteh more
if the public vould be got 4o pay it Moreover, by the
terms of the gift, strect chavges were made a free
present to the landowners, and street charges wers
£3 a foot. ‘

He drew attention to these matters because the
merease of site valucs was gocial wealth divectly due
to owr population, cur indutiry and our expenditure
an development. We made it but  the  landloeds
received it The Dowson Foad cstates were only an
erample. The same inerement of valuss was going
an i oevery direction. and b was imperative that
serious atiention should be given io these values which
wore Jargely wmade by the people and Lherefore should
Lugely beloug o the people. These valies should be
the real Dasis of onr fincome, sl o more just distri
bution weuld case the burden which at present was
falling oppressively on the backs of ndusivy, shop-
g, and bouseliolders.
1 1912, the Hyde Town Council, st the instance of
its Finance Committee, put the seal of the Corportion
to a Petition to Parliament, asking for powers to impose
and fevy o fay on the valne of Tand for loval purposes,
He hoped that the Council wonld consider the matter
further and as soon as possible again vrge Parlinment
i grant powers to all rating authorities to secure for
the people at least some substantial portion of that
wealth which they themselves had created,

The Novike (heshire Herald of 18th February in #
leading article generaily supported Councillar's view
and referved 1o the Dowson Road estates as o gkﬁ’mg
mstance of the manner in which governing authorities
were mulcted in costs by their own improvenients.
The cost of making the Dowson Foad had been about
£63 900 andd ihe resulting loan charges would ampunt
to aboat £4.000 & vewr. These charges totalling about
Sdodn the £ of the town's ratealile vahie would be a
levy on the r;ﬁ.m'e[.aza.“_vm's for the nest 20 or 25 vears.
St should be borne in mind that with the develop-
ment of Regional Plansing. which is rapidly coming
to the fore . . . . what has been done in this
caise Wil be multiphied many toes over.””  In the same
paper of the 25th dostant, Mr AL H. Weller, 1P
strengthened the arguvnent for land value taxation in
a wellplwed letter. Ho referred  appropriately 1o
the lead given by the Glasgow City Council which had
called on all Scotiish loeal R ating Awthorities to join
1 arging Parbizment to pass the necessary legislation
for powers to rate land values and take the burden
off industry. The time it overripe for similar action
s ihe part of the town councils and m.he“."i‘ rating bodies
i Mogland and Wales, and Couneilior Burgsss should
pot tiad it difficult to get the Hyde Town “Council to
remew its dnderest iu the munic ii_)dE agitation for land
value rating by cwolating the example of (Jasgow.

G

THE HNEW POLITICAL ECOKOMY

Aiddrezs by John B, Sharpe before the Young Men's
Civie (inh of Pilishurz.

frery advocete of FLand Value Toradion should make
wse of this FPomphiv.

24 Poges. Price One Penny. B per 104,
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PUBLIC

POVERTY AND REVENUE

The Chancellor of the Hxcheguer will introduce

the Finance Bill in the Houge of Commons on 1 th
April. He will show a defieit of 364 millions.  The
Budget figure has grown from 794 millions in 1924
to 861 nmliions in 1925 and 524 millions in ]‘W{J
What the figure will amount to in the coming vea
may be jmiueci Ly the Estimates already su hnuttud
to Parlinment, and these ex p“il(iihll(“ do nob
allow for Supplementary Hefimates, nor for the
deficit 1% iz Mr Chorchili’s hi;ﬁi ness to handle. The
fighting serviees demand 115 millions, civil servicse
305 ,amilm;.;_a, other services 3% mii]mm and the
inte
calls for 354 millions.

Advioe is given in some guarters to compel drastic
peonomyies in the public departments, so to bring
refief to the haragsed taxpayver and give industry a

("Imm*o to recuperate. On the other hand the
“Colwyn 7 Comunittee  on National Debt and
Taxation, appointed three vewrs ago, has just issued

its voluminous report with all the paraphernalia
of ""{)p(-*i‘l{li(fﬁ?S and minutes of evidence. The
opinion  there given. summed  uwp  admirably
hy the A anchesier CGuardiaan, i3 that the burden of
the debt and the burden of taxation are not as bad
16 they seem, and if they were thers s not very

much that could be ('51(}119 about it. Mr Churchiil
advances to his tagk encouraged by the latter

astonishing view, and sommitted t0 the unceasing
eriminal expendituze upon armaments and the no
Jess desolating waste of doles and subsidies taken
from i_';uluhmy and  dispensed again as  publio
charity to industry in distress. The sentiment
that poverty and unemployiment can be doctored
ar rmended by taking money from some d]]d giving
it to others, that the State can find work for the
workless, and onght to do =0, falls into place with
the ;iSI!U ations of all who are interested in obtaining
andd making away with as much public money as
possible, no matter how it is collected or on V»h

prineiple.  The advocates of mere ceonoumy  are

+ on the National Debt with hlil.lxi..i_lg fund

enced and can never hope to influence public
policy  until they distinguish  between  just aad
unjust  taxation and ain why  poverty  and
unemployment have persisted in the dnys of the
strictest economy as in the days of the wildest
extravagonee, .

In the matter of loesl taxation, the same language
is heard of a burden iniposed sod a bucden that has
hecome insupportable. The House of Commons
on st Mareh disoussed, ns it has dizcussed so often,
the case of the “necessitous 7 districts and adopted
i resolution (as amended) that ~ the method of
giving Hxchequer sebventions to local authorities
shoudd be reviewed under a gencral reconsideration
of the relations of national and local taxation with
a view to assistance being given to the more heavily
burdened  aveas.” The original motion, move il
from the Labour benches by My Compton, pmpn%(*d
that

“T'ke abnormal industrisl conditions through
which the cotmtry has been passing having placed
upon local- authorities in many aveas burdens
which cannot be met from local resources, and
having regard to the fact that heavy local rates
enter dnectiv inte the cost of pmdm,tum andd
thus .hampe;‘ industriai revival in the areas
affected, it i in the national interest that the
community as a whole shoold accept some
responsibility for these exceptional local Burdens.”

-~

Both the original motion and the amended reso-
lution take poverty for granted and leave the
incidence of locdl taxdtion as it is.  DBoth propose
to subsidise poverty with still wore grants from the
Treasary and would throw upon Parliament the
: awtion of levying inereased taxes for that

1t is well to stop and consider how far this policy
has been carried, before any fresh suggestions are
made for asking. the Treasury to undertake a
greater share of the cost of pub]ic services thab

'm)u]d otherwise have to be pm(i for by the levy

of loedl taxation. Questions asked in ‘the House
of Commons on 16th and 17¢h March brought the
information, repiinted in another column, that
whereas  local  taxation had  inereased from
£78.985,158 in 1913-i4 to L£160,047.065 in 1824- 25,
subventions fromn the Treaswiy increased in the
game period from £25,631,246 to  £93,072,744
A(,cordmg to the Budget extimates of the past vear
(1926-27) the sum ()f approximately  £101,060,0600
wag provided, hy taxes Parliament imposes, with
the object of reducing tocal rates. [’én-l'i;"mu nt does
not f!nd that monev without placing officials in
charge of the expenditure and the extent to which
the Toeal authoritics are now subject to the control
of # central bureaticracy, making local government
a by-woid in many r(‘wpevh is not the least vieious
result of the 11(,[1,:«11:_\_, stibventions.

The latest official inguiry into the relations of
national and Tocal taxation was that made by the
Departmental Committes which wpmted on Bng-
land and Wales in 1914, the thquiry into the case
for Beotland being a bandoned owing to the war.
That Commitiee followed the sare line as the Ho;
Comppission on Loeal Taxation which reported in
1901, Tt treated certain services as oonerous

el
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ad constdered them to be more of a national than

a loeal churactor, these serviees being edueation,

main reeuds, police and reliel of the poor. I recom-
mended that the subventions from the Dreasury,
then amounting o about £22 600,060, should be
increased by £4.700.000 a wves
rates, especially in necogaitous areas, where, oo ('m*(i
ing to the argument, rates to pay for the ™ onerous”
services imposed  an unequal burden.  But the
Committee, like the Boyal Commission that preceded
it, offered no suggestion as to the natuee or incidences
of the taxation Parltament would bhave to levy to
provide the money thus earmarled for distribation.
It left that obvieusly important matter severely
alone while | (‘m(ui-.,uw with perfect candour that
it should be borne in mind that one of the ton-
dencies of relieving local mtos ds, i the relief iy
permanent, to benefit the owners of property”’

in other wordg, to raise land values and hand onthe
benelit of the velief to ground landlords. A mmority
of the Committes recommended a measure of local
taxation of land values, but like the majority, did
not suggest what national taxation should be
impoged to produce the increased subventions.

Tho poliey of the Land Values Group in Parliamert

as to pay the subventions out of the pro <>ed¢; of
a tax on land values (the breakfast table difties
being repealed at the same time) and give offect o
fand valoe rating for the rest of the revenue
cotlecied. by the local authorities. It 33 one
thing to advocate grants in aid and  propose
the means for getéing the ne CORSRTY  Pevenue.
It is anocther thing to protest agamst grants-in-
unless they are accompanied by a tax on Jand
raluer.  Those who take up the latter attitude are
certainly on stronger ground, particularly in view
of what has happened since. _

I 1914 % was proposed to increase the grants-in-
aid by £4.700,000. In 192425 they had been
inereased  {in  Engiand  and  Wales  alone) by
£59.119,508 and reached a total of £81,736,744.
If it was true, as remarked by the Departmental
Committee, that rate relief benefits ™ the owners
of property 7 when £4.700,006 was suggested by
way of grants, what shall be said of the effects
of an annual relief of 59 millions in benefits to
lnndowners and stiffened prices of land ¥ There i3
ne case for increased subveations, nod should the
simple demand for the Taxation and Rating of Lend
Values to break up land monopoly and abolish
taxes on trade and production lw mixed up with
adjustioents of the kind which are put forward and
discussed and debated with the fact of poverty and
the cost of poversy always in mind.  Land vatue
taxation will open the doors to employment, releagso
indlustry from its bondage to monopoly and raise
wages, 1t will bring fand into wse. take for the
conunnnity what belomes to the community, and
distribute wealth equitably. A proposal to link
it up with sabventions to pay poor relief can ouly
come from those who deubt that it will have the
liberating social effects we clam for it.

The commonly accepted definibion of o ' necessi-
tous area ” i3 a district which has a low rateable
vajue per head of population and s bigh rate in the
pound. A wealthy area on the other hand is a

r to reduce Jooal

digtrict where
nopulndion ix hig

alue pee he the
» e i the pound low.
Eiw comhtion he digbeicets owith lmited

S ability to pay 7 hiave do support the cost of their
awn poverty Tor wideh they are not responsible ;
anted the weathy area should come o their assistance.
Again, iy suggested that the towny should come
ti the aid of the couniry districts with monev te
pay for main rosds and other serviees, which are not
s mueh a benefit as o burden 1o these disfeietz,
Apart from the fact that the read fund, fod by
taxes on mobtor traffic, now provides some 17 millions
for the maintenance of roads and incidentally has
raised land values all vver the country, these argu-
ments are Invalid. They are fale in 8o muoeh gz
they assume thab poverty i3 nevitable, that the
poor can only look fo the rich for assistance and
never to conditions that will throw open the avenues
to esiplovment amd give an adeqonate reward for
inbour.  They are unsound bovause they base their
conclusions upon * gateable value 7 and loave out
of ascount not only the value of land that escapes
assessment, bet also the industrial and ecconomie
cffect of imposiag taxasion on buildings snd im-
provements.  The terms 1ich disteiet and poor
district, with ““rateable wvalne ” Gaken as the
standard of compazison, are weaningless, and most
of the siatistics that are now being vsed to jusiify
the complaint against high rates arve of the same
order. The protest should be, uot againgt  the
amourt of the rates, but against the way in which
rates are levied, and wntil that view of the matter
13 predominant, the figures published for example
by the Comumittes on Trade and Ind ustry, ruaking
it appear that increased rates have added enor-
musly to the cost of production, are eloquent of
nothing but complete disregard of the principles
upost which taxation should be hased.

The great indusbrial contres arve now the  necessi-
tous areas ” in necd of more sabvenbions 40 be
provided by the general taxpayer. Thelr case was
heard in Parliament on lst Mareh and i woe
declared  that their sourees of revenue wers
exhausted.  Maochester,  Birmingham,  Leeds,
Shetfield, Newcastie-on-Tyne, Middles )1{)!;551 ariel
Bristol were smong the citics named as candidates
begging for alms, to be squeezed somehow oui of o
National Budget that already exereds 800 millions,
that has incurred a beavy  deficit  added to
the national debt. and will re-timnose a host of taxes
and tariffs that interfere with trade and produciion
at every turn. Has industnal distiess no yelation
t0 these exactions, thai Members of Parbianent can
come Torward with demands for more subventions
by which they think to mitigate },muu or pass
on ity eost 1o the people as o whole 7 The o ;
desperate enough. The Manchester Board of Guar-
dians e called npon for £ 16 to keep destitute
citizens from starvation ; the call upon Biemingham
is for an egqual sum, and on Bhetficid for £700,000.
The other side of this picture of communities cafling
for subventions is the ring of land monopely by whic I
they are vestricted, the h;w y price of land withheld
from its best use and exeropted or relieved from
taxation while so held,  And in the centres of thoss
gities © with burdens that cannot be met fron loeal

-
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regonrces T land sells for fabulous surs, that in-
dustry has to pay. in addition to all taxation, being
kit in that way with far more savage effect than has
vet entered into the caleulations of any Committee
on Industry and Trade or on National Debt and
‘Waxation.  In Manchester the record price of
land, as we reported last month, iz put at about
£200 per square vard, which is equivalent io
LOGB.000 per acre; there are inguiries for sites in
Market Street at prices even higher ; it was made
public that a site in Cross Street realized £104 per
square yard, which s at the rate of £677,600 per
acre.  In Birmingham, central sites command a
price of froimn £75 to £100 per square vard and as
miuch az £126 per square vard has been paid. In
anothier column we '{‘port the cage of land recently
sold in that eity for £50,000 which, with the build-
ings upon it, had been rated at an annual value of
only £779. The price obtained moved the auctioneer
to eestasies with a deseription of the * golden mile
of land value situated in the midst of a teeming
;)o;mlatwn of a nui!mn sonls—in the midst of a

‘necessitons  area.” Well has it been said in
P:f'oqres‘s: and  Poverty that: “To see human
beings in the most abject, the most helpless and
hopeless condition, you must go, not to the un-
fenced praivies and the log cabins of new clearings
tn the backwoods where man, single-handed, is
commencing the strugele with nature, but to the
great cifies, where the ow nership of o little patch
of groundd i a fortune.”

in the country districts the land monopoly is
entrenched  hehind prices of land swollen by the
spending of public money on the creation of smali
holdings and land settlements, by the subventions
from the Treasury to pay local rates and by the
additional relief given under the Agricultural Rates
Acts.  To-day the whole amount of local taxation
levied on tho agricultural land (not occupied hy
buildings) in hn_;jid.nd and Wales stands at the
paltry sum of £3.800,000. It it inter sting to note
that the official estimate just given out by the
Ministry of Agriculture places th(* capital value of
101’1011115111[11 Lind outside the towns in the nmghbmlr
hood of 815 millions.* How much of this is land
value apart from huildings and improvements is a
question in iself.  The vesulty of separate valuation
in Denmark help to give an answer. 1t is found
there that on the average the land value of agri-
cititural land i 53 per cent of the total value. (}n
that reckoning 815 millions  total value corre-
sponds to 448 illions tand value for hntr]fmd (mcl

* Yor K n;Jdud and W dir» alone. ’l he figure appesas in
the Report just issued by the Ministry of Agriculture on
“'Fhe Agricaltural ()mpu‘{ of Engl land and Wales,” an
investigation made in connection with the Census of
Production of Act, 1906, The capital value as estimated
includes fazm baiddings and improvements and exclodes
tenants” capital and “ tenant right valuation,” part of which
is the unexhausted value of sowings, fertilisers, ete, The
amount of rales levied as stated above (£3,800,000) relates
to land ag defined in the Agricultural Bates Acts snd as
relieved thercunder from three-guarters of the rates leviable
tm other properties. [t is the wncovered land with its equip-
ment and improvements.  Farm houses, farm buillings andd
s and the ground immediately pertaining thereto are
separately rated and are reaied like any other house or
structure.  Information as to the total rates levied on them
is lacking,

Wales, so far as agricultaral land alone is concerned.
The two G{)l_mtr ies are nob so dissimilar as 0 make
that computation too high, except that there is a
difference that would add ver v mach to it. For
besides all the other factors giving land its varving

valus~—advantages due to tlw natare of the m;l
transport facilities, nearness to markete, ete., there
have to be counted, in Great Britain, the miliions of
money wrung from the taxpayer and poured out for
the peculiar Thenefit of the agricultural landowner,
The better the land is, the greater are the benefits
he has derived from thme gratuities,

Let the valuation be made and it will be seen how
little truth there is in the contention that the raral
districts in this country are 7 in the

" necessitous,”
sense that there iz not enough land walue there to
maintain the roads, to educate the young and provide

for the public services rendered in the district.  That
is the revenue aspect of the question.  For the rest,
the problem is the same as in the towns. Land

value can be as eagily assessed ; and taxation levied
on that value, whether as a Imtmnal tax or a loecal
rate or both, is the means to break the monopoly,
make land available and promote s best use.

AWML

NOTES AND NEWS

He was sorry to say that the Labour Party's agricul-
tural policy w ould not make land cheaper or easier for
the agricultural worker to get ; it would only turn the
tonam, farmers into owners paying a quit-rent to the
Btate. No lover of liberty would wish to preserve for
ever the large farm system, employing the unfr%
labour of tied B nghshmen.—@ui Wroawoon, M2 a
Halstead (Pimes, 28th Yebruary).

£ £ *

Forty-one acres of frechold bullding land at Carshaiton
belonging to the Wandsworth Consolidated Charities
are about to be offered for sale. The property has a
long frontage to Wrythe Lane, near Sutton by-pass and
the main road from Mitcham to Cheam * and within
the -u'm m]pmvod in value by the extension of the
tube » Morden, a mile and a balf away, and the
(:m.n.ing s;-Je(d,rlfwaUmn of the Seuthern Railway,”-
Times, 18th March,

* # *
Forestalling is wrong ; but what do you propose to
d{) abeut it 7 Forestalling of land would cease if land
raluey were taken for the community.  Theft is w rORg 3
is it not theft that some fake what justly belomgs o
all —the inereasing values that attach Lo land by reason
of social (h‘wlupmvnts 7 Why not tax land values ¢
Caarres Ayererl Garoxenr in & Ky Weelly, 19th
March.

Foxes appear te be increasing in numbers in the
district of Hadley Woods, Barnet.  They are frequently
seen by pedestrians cross ng the paths. One fox rec vntlv
raided a poultry farm, which necessitated jumping 2
gix-foot fence, and killed 180 pullets. When the
attendant went to feed the birds he found the ground
like o battlefield.  The fox did not return for his ,-spmlh. —
Daily News, 22nd March,

* * ®

Mr J. Caldwell (“f@.‘sf Kilbride, Ayrshire), having
recovered from a trying iliness is again busy with his
pen.  His Press lotters must be welcomed and
appreciated by a large public. He i an educational
foree in this branch of the propaganda.
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OUR  SUSTENTION FUND

The Case Plamly Stated

The gubseriber who by his sympathetic action a
VeRy avu epnahled us to recoive ton contribotions of
?if) each has once again thought weil of his former
plan m hetter the Lond & Liberty Sustention
1‘ und.  He writes, 4th BMavch: 7 How is the Fond ?
I am prepared to repeat ray challenge of last year
to suhseribe L1064 nine others will each give a like
amount.  Perhaps the same pine valiants will again
vespond.” Az we remarked last vear, our g zo0d
friend has taken his own way of helping the Funed,
and judging by the encominms ’rh.xi come to the
Joarnal we are convineed he s not taking the lead
in any forlorn hope.

Compliments come to the office almest daily
emphasizing bow hwhl‘) Land o Loeberty i3 held in the
esteem of Ha readers.  That is all to the good, bus
i not, enough.  The Sustention Fund s the Jife of
the paper and has heen sinee it was first started.
Asx we have said before, sech a Journal ag ours i
urt Anancisliv a paving proposition. however it may
payv as an advocate of the cause.

But we must answer our iead’s question, ™ How
2 the Fund 777 Inoa word, it s badly in need of
“yaliant like himself. We gladiy acknow ledge
the support the Fund received last year and hope
for the hest in 1927,

i

We shail welenme a ready response to thiz £10
('lmll(\no{ . but It no one hesitate to give smaller
stms. The fund is maintained by subseribers who
contribute as they can afford in shillings and pounds.

A subseriber in another i)d!t of the country, m
sending bis contribution, savs @ 7 It is not fair that
vou should bave such financial anxietics.
shame that an office such as vours should be hekd
up when there it g0 miuch money to spare for other
things. 1 wish with all my hr—zn't; vou will soon he
able to send me better news. We shall be oaly too
pleased to give o ROre Tenss m'irw repoat to all
who appreciate the status of the J journal and who
cordially desire to see it sustained and its influence
more widely 1ec gnized.

The sepvice rendeved last vear s on reocord.
The immediste cause of our embarassment 18
the loss by death of seve sral earnest subsceribers who
made the Joursal their fisst consideration.  They
pledged us to make the nost of their atbac bmf»nt
to it but anhappily, nooe made pi'm}-,mn in his
Wil for the comtinuation of the work. when he
wag no longer with s

T4 necds time and patience to find others able and
willing  to bake the place of those who have
passed on o but it each subscriber with means will
send sopnething now, or even prondse something
for the current vear, it will ease the situation and
be counted 1o one and all for s much understanding
and good wilk

FLoned e Laberly was recognized at Copenhagen last
veur us the Urion for

Journad

It iz a

Tand Vabie Taxation awd Free  rade Thie
compliment. which we  recelved  with =0 rwnch
assurance I brought  our linnted staff wuch
additional  and special Overseas  correspondence,
The Union iz well placed, bt ot this it oan

only function if and as the Jourmal i The
Journal of itself s a big enough undert e fow

there he who seem to realize the extent of its
operations, or the farreaching scopw of s related
duties and rvesponsibilities,

A wvisitor from the Uontineat remarked after
a few days’ experience of Tothill Street, that net
many of our }'M);;Io abroad could know whal fine
work we had in hand. or we would not be el
at so much disadvantsge for the want of foods, T
was not the first to !v‘un of onr ninercos and
exacting duties.  The work of itseM is nothing © it
s the difficulty of fnding the necessary suppert for
it. that constitutes the wal rhstraction.

g

There is a diverting idea abroad that becsuse of
its capacity to cope with the opportumities alforded
hy events as they come to hand Land & Laberly
has behind it solid financial backing  We quate
follow the thought as we stop to dwell for a moment
on the “ontput” of the welestablished offices
of kindred organizations.  In other davs i was frue
to say that we had, in measure, some strong linancial
sapport, b is not ftree te- dei,-“ We have =bil some
veliable friends, but they do long for othors fo
them in their steadiast allegiance,

The need ix wrgent  for adequate  lnaneiad
slrength, for capital that does not Jook lor a reburn
of five per cont, more of tess, Al we can offer ilw
imvestor i3 a rofurn that can only be measnred 1
the steady growth of publie {.il.}xni{..)l’i for the uiwaﬁ
the Joarnal seeks to advance in the piblie nind,

In the final analysis b is the things of the spivd
Tamd & Liberiy is in existence to promote, In B ;
George’s words © 7 8 iy for those who see :
Tmth and would follow her; for those who recognize
Justice and woundd stand for her. . . . Teath
and Justice have something to give that i thewr
own by proper vight-—theirs in essenes and uot by
accident.”

e

We are counsclicd 4o speak oub lomd and say
what exact sum is requived to pweet immediate
necds.  The answor s, at least, £1,000. M this sum
can be obtained, apart from  ordinary  reliable
income, the office wifl be welieved of a strain

which, we are advised, it should net be ealied
upen to underzo, anel energiot will be st froe
that are wanted for work of pressing imporctance.

Another corvespondent  at a digtance
“ No ape appreciates merve than Lwhal o are doi :
for the caase 1 we must face up to this Gintprsss wh
pnee.” This iz what we are about, to the host of our
ability.  The final word is with those who can nod
who will yesoive o better the condition of our
financial resources ab this time.

serty i Ghose whe
awill

1 owill he well for Dand & L
aubwepibod to the Hostention Fund st v
make the same respomse W 1927,
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S

Ftocannot very well free the breakiast table dutles, and
so benefit the taxpayer, o velieve the bailding trade
of its burdens and at the same time provide the land
gpeculator with his peice.  Lord Osxford has said that
the taxation of land valves would cheapen land and
vebfeve traprovemonts and that these twe things would
promote Industry and peogres i the experience
that purchase schemes stiffen the price of Tand and
thereby obstract iniiii't'ﬁ" :md pi’(n““ :

it g as unfalr as it 3 s‘s:»*
the lessons of experier [n g 1} f(;aa ardl lzl'.ll!( L
poor statesmanship that lags behind what s !wu]
accomplished  on sintlar les slsewhere. The land
value policy is not where it was bwenty o even fen
years age. There are working wodels in Australia,
Houth Africa and Demmarle  Why ave they so per
sistently ignored ¢ There aze no m‘émivi;ml rates levied
on dmprovements, for example, In the oilies of
or Johannesburg. The 10(%11 revenuos of both these
great cities are taken from the unbmproved value of the
fand.  Are they oover to be brought inde the argament
on Liberal platforms, or dn the Liberal Press ¢ The
frait of this policy is on record @ its beneficence woulid
survely help those who are Z‘i‘ﬁ“}’ soncerned to eduente the
[CHAE m:ud of this country on the nesd for thie reform.

it 35 a capital Blonder o !;mv‘*uz with the agitation
for dand ‘uzim’ taxatinn  as the guestion was st
struggling for dear life fo some ne man's land @ such
propagandda has o sindstor  appearance.  Ageicaltural
Deninark has successtully erossed the line that for
purposes of munivipal government soparates town from
country.  Mew Bouth Wales, Queensland and New
Zenland are striking examples of this wider and deeper
nt into the >'§4>i3{>!‘, that, explicithy and inferentially,
oML peng sde would have s believe s associated with
the apriculiural industey Tor its oternal good, There
tmiay be difficuliies in the way of faking the poliey
across the munddpal boundary Hisne, but ket a hearing
he given to places thai iie“&: sarmonnted  sueh
difficulbies. These ontstanding 1 trinmphs of the sl
vialue pelicy *ﬁ, oyt bp{‘.gt.!« with © miegculons mgdls e
they are spea now to tons of thonsands of  Jand
reformers up lmrl dowen the countey and we mean o
beltor the instruction.

e

if

At a mocting of the Stoekport Town Counsil, lass
meonth, Councillor W, Nable, spoaking on the pavchase
of land for public improvements at Heaton Road and
Braghall Lane, said the price of land at Hendon Boad
worked out ab £560 an acre. and that as Bramhbail Lane
Ak £605. He sugrested that in felvee the fatesble value
of land purchased should be given in the misutes,

Connetlor Marbon agreod with Ooapeilloy Meble, buat
sabed the Commdites were Inan awkward position, as the
Tandd wasg 1}(}51! ter b weldd fop |!E!jl€sil]li purposes and 1t
was peogssary Tor the corporation io §uu it nony it the
rosdds concerticd wore to e widened. I the Commitiee
haa! waited i8 might have been another Prinee’s Hivceb
Sed Mareh.

joboe Lol Fress

By Husiny ﬂ.ﬁ}xtegery

Procress amn Povesty @ An leguiry -mo the {ause. of ine
dustrial Depressions and of the Tncreass of Want with
[ncrease of Wealth—the Remedy.

Beegor Eduon, 10d. post fren.
Kegan Paul Edition, paper covers, s,
Fyeryman Edition, cloth, %, remforced cloth, 3s.

Pooreorion of  FREE lxﬁ;{»{. An Exanination of the Tanff

Chmstion with especial Regard 1o ths Interssts of Labous
Y N TR hael e RS T

CAN UNBEARABLE BURDEN”
The Grumble about Hizh Rates
My Phi Fnowden, M.EP. provides in JSobe el
Sth March, under the above caption, a puge aritcle on

the Land VYalue policy, gunte the concluding
prragraphs —

i

The questioos of securing the value of the taned
which & die to blic enterprise, and of relorming
the rating svetem so that these land valuse will con.
tribute to local ratos, have often boeen discussed by
Carliament  and  considered by Roval Comrissions
and Cormmibtess, which have veported in favour of
the reform.

T The matter was never more urgent than v s today,
it ‘ winal entorprise is o
:md ihe’ ame*mfi(k; nf lifi" d(wf '1{1-“!‘\! new

dl!f.-] %y ‘"ﬂm, ; : P undefz 1.]!_(-‘ g_&z"(:st*nt-
burrdons 'i?'l'l'g’)ﬂﬁ{‘.:"i 1!;_}:}31 it by Jooal rates, .

“And, in tho second place, 1w iwmportant bo de
somothing now, beesose lnnd values wore never nersasing
more rapidly than they are to-duy, h

“he growth of metor teaffic s breaking down the
honmdariss between Gowy and country, and agricn Hua!
Land is becoming  an eligible site for building A T
at foror bwenty times s late valae.

The country 18 spesding vast swios on pew
and the improvement of old s‘i :
wiot out of texes and lecal rates, ‘
baned wadues and to puk fortunes into Hw g}-rr:"k{ﬂéss of tho
Tandowaers, '

U The present svsteny of g baproveswnt
delrimental to good heusing and 1o property repaim.
H oo aceesary bathroom s added o a coibfaze the
overseers come along and say an effect, *This i omen.
strows. Wo must put B von winent.  And they
up go the rates,

Sk the aother b

’g*b s

i, bandowner lwfe\ e ot
af the markei walti for the valve 1o flue, and ke
pating system encowrages bir 4o do Lhis by exempting
hisa from pales eithep aliogethor or il hes Taned ol o
mere nominal value,

"By exempting the rating of mature building Lind
which is beir g withheld from the ket the price of
all other fand is doarer.

* The pregent syvsbera of rating buildivses and i Inprove.
ments s unjust becaoss 6 exachs <szimepmlwami(‘
paymends from persond who Iave equ(a,l fieans 1o pay,
and who enjoy eqaal benefits from manivipal seevices,

A workman contriboios abowut T oper cent of his
income to the mtos, and o man within the range of the
super-tax about 1 por eent.

“ I is time the rastepavers ceased to grumble about
high rates and torsed their attention to the antapped
sooree of inccime in land values,

STt ds nob sugeested bt o Radewner shonid be
rated wpon improvements he has made at his own
LXPOMSe, ANY More Ehag !!i!I?ifﬂ,é‘J“f“!f\ oy oeher forps
of yroperty “shouli b rated. Al that = dowanded s
that the land value due Lo pablic suis sope shoold b
wvatable for pablic use,

= This is the demand that the laie

YoV v op tl
axpense of making towns hahifable
in them must be theown vpon
ovaluable witheot ansy of

AN all sovia! velovma g
), vvery other prohl

sgfelen
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NATIONAL UNION OF RAILWAYMEN
A Significant Resolution

The following resolution has been sent forward by the
Polmadie ((Hasgow)} No. 1 Braach of the National Union
of Railwaymen to the Annual General Meeting of the
Union, which takes place at Caslisle in July next - —

" That this Annnal General Meeting recovds its
serious concern ar the mzsafzsfacfom seftiement
of the dispute i the Mining tndustry of Britain
during 1926 invcolving, as it does, the lengtfiening
of the hours of labour abowve and below ground,
aitd aggravation of the present uniust distribution
0}‘ t/zc National fncome.

* That this Annual General Meeting records its
conviction that the land problear is the roof canse
of urnremployment, fow wages and involuntary
poverty.

" That the mast effective wiethod of solving those
problems 1s the coffection of focal rates and
national taxes by a ra'e or fux upon the capital
valte of land.

“ That the Taxation of Land Values is a political
qriestion of frrst-class importance,

¥ That the United Commitice for the Taxation
of Land Values (London) and its affifiared
Branches are eligible for financial support from
the political fund.”

1t may interest our readers to know that in September
last a re@nlutiun was carz‘ied by Hw l"ol maui(- B] AN h

on fh(\u a.(tmn in (al.!mg a O (mfmem,e of hc{)ttlsh .Lo(.,a.l
Rating Authorities. This resolution was forwarded to
Glasgow and West of SBeotland Dhistrict Council, to all
affiliated branches (44 in number), and each of them
requested to press its local representatives to support
Clasgow and to send copy of the resolution carrted o
thgm’r Town Clerk.
“AM.” a member of the N.UR. writes —

* The response to this call to attention was favourabiy
received and letters of support were sent in from all
parts of Scotland.  In some of the largest branches of
the Union the discussion on the question occupied an
evening's session. The Polmadie resolution to come
before the Annual General Meeting was carried a$ the
Branch meeting on 27th March. Tt will raise discussion
in every branch of the Union between now and JJuly,
from Land’s End to John o' Groats.™ .

Our various Leagues and agencies should interest
themselves at once in this speeial publicity ¢ campaign.
They should bring all the pressure they can on friends
and neighboins connected with the railway services of
the country. It is an opening that may not be taken
Lightly.

THE LIBERAL AND LABOUR LAND
POLICIES

Sir J. L. Green, in the English Review for March
compares and criticizes the Liberal and the Labour
Land Policies in a somewhat different aspect from that

in which our own friends have reviewed them. The
point of view appears to be a Conservative one 1 if so,

the Conservatism is on the moderate and businesslike
type. The feature of the two policies to which particular
attention is given s that of administration.

Taking the Labour programme first, the article
vefers to Mr Ramsay MacDonald's rec ommendation of
piid fnllo\‘«s
\Lml)mmld in defending the Labour pelicy
Micialdom, savs that, under a systern of public
adhf land, every endeavour would be made to

oy LR
ol
ly

mintmize burcancratic tendencies.”

Bat Str J. L. CGireen contrasts this promise with the
actual Labour proposals, the administrative part of
which he sums up as follows -

"A Connty Agricultural Commwitiee set up in every
county, We are not told of how many
members the Commiitee is to cousist, but, ag in the
Liberal scheme, it will probably be as large as an ordinary
County Counecil, that s, it will (on“tam from 70 to 100
members.  The (?mu‘ity Agricultural Committee will
consist, not of direct representatives of the farmers
and workers, but partly of representatives chosen by
organisations, these boing dominated by the remainder
of the me mbers, who are to be appointed by the Minister
of Agnieplturs.  In this way Sociakism from the top
will be practised and enforced on the farming com-
munity. There i alsn to be a London (.,'mnmma.:ml.
under the Ministry of Agriculture, and this will have, to
assigt it : (&) a Finance Commissioner ; (H) a Methods
of Onllivation Commissioner; {¢) a Transport Com-
misstoner ; (d) a Power Commisstoner ; (¢} a Marketing
and Distribution Commissioner; (f) a Labour Com-
missioner.  Morcover, the County Agricultural Com-
mittee will also have associated with 16 : {a) a Letting
Sub-Committes ;  (5) an Hquipment Sub-Conunittes ;
{¢) a Proper Use of Land Sub-Committee ; () a Collec-
tion of Rent Sub-Committee ; (2} an Frueation Sub-

Committee ;. {f) a Live Btock Sub-Committee; {g) a
¥ertilizers Sub-Committee ; (£) a Feeding Stuffs bub—
Committee ;  {{) a Trangport ﬁ,uh Committes © {3} «

Marketing Sub-Committee.”

As between the two programmes, Sic J. L. Green
appears to be quite impartial.  He does not think that
the Liberal proposals are much more (Eihtmgmsh{ «d for
simplicity of administration. They invelve © the setting
up of no fewer than ten or eleven brand new public
b()d;m There are, for Instance, to be —

“(1} A Central Agrieultural Loans Board ;
F(2) A County Loan Beard In every county ;
“(3) A County Agricultural Authority in every

} Land Cominissioners for each eounty |
Yy A Land Court ;
} A Central Land Fund ;
) A County Land Office in every county ;
) A Rural Housing Board ;
9) A Survey Commission in every county ;
F(10) A Commission on Co-operation in every
county ; '
“(11) A much enlarged Ministry of Agriculture at
the head of afl.” = .
Each of these will have its staff of officials and in
most casos this staff will not be small or inexpensive.

Bir J. L. Green rightly draws attention to the economic

_advantage of leaving to the actual cultivators a free

hand te arvange their sctivities ag they choose, and to
that end he favours -the promotion of a system of
oveypying ownership. But various parts of the world
have tried that policy in various forms, and, in spite of
certain advantages over other gystems, ne satﬁfartﬂrv
solution of the problems of land has been attaived. So
that, while his comments upon the policies under con-
sideration show that he haz Jooked well in advance,
he can bardly he regarded as having himself contributed
much towards a solutien of the problem.
GroncE CROSOER.

You are earnesily invited fo send vour
contribution fo the “Land and Liberty ™
Sustention Fund.—5ee p. 81.
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POPULATION AND MALTHUS

The loric of events hunted the Malthusiang out of
their claims that population tends o increase oA
geometrical Tatio 9t b, B Lo 18, 32 to 64 and so ong
but, that the food product increases only like 1, 2, 21,
33, 4 and 8o on, to an ea rly siop.

Then they got up a modified theory of the Tlessings
of “ Things as they are ” and called theawselves * Neo
Malthosians, . . .7

The work on Population which made the fame of
Malthus proves to be so fall of i} logic as to leave one
womdering how it attained ifs sminence. That merease
of popudation is the cause of poverty cannok he demon-
alrated vntil it is proven that there are not other aml
more poteni causes.  These Malthus quietly ignoges,

Nearly two-thieds of the human race are grouped on
abont one-half of the area of the land of the whole
earth, China, Japan and India, Vet in these countrics
the inhabitants to the square mile are fewer than in
those countries where the population Is greater,

France with a population of 180 to the squave nile
enjoys a large measure of prosperity Turkey with
much less density of population iz sunk in poverty In
1846 Treland had a population of 9000000, To-dayv
with a third less she should, sccording to the Mal-
thusian argument, have a large meagure of prosperity,
but poverty persists in reland now as then, The fact
is. Lhese eountries ave at present grossly under-populated.
For example - Al China, including Manchuria, has over
three and o thivd million square miles (fo bhe exact,
3340500 square miles) and a little more than threo
hundred million persons, sbout a hundred to the
square mile. That gives for the 342 630 06 persons
ahout 5i% acres per person, or say 3 acres to the farmily.

A Jearned professor i Yale to whow T submiited
these figures figured it out, to his own great satisfaction,
that omitting Manchuona, thers would be only seventeen
acres to the family.  Well we won't spend time on that,
A Chinese family ean Bye in nxury on one acte | China
is as fong as the United States and has enough land for

o

avery inhabitant and for more than hall the rest of -

mankind as well begides Twr five thousand railes of
spacoast which gives access to the boundless food supply
of the oeean. o

Waithus wrote when the resonrees of the usesplored
fands and waters in Morth and South Amevica were
hardly suspected. e did not foresce the fremendous
agricultural development that lnomed just abead of him.
Nor did Lo deeam of something clse thas ley in the
future. the extracedinary developrent of invention and

comymerce. That with all bis familarity with the food

producing  capacities of rany rountries, he under-
estimated the food supply of which the whole sarth
was capable, seems cloar. He wrote hefore the ora of
the enormansly inereased nineteenth vestury production
had began and when the world's vaster capabilitics had
qat boen revealer.  Wvery great invention like the
railroad, the trolley, the steamship, the sutomobile,
the airship, the whee! hoe, the reaper, the telegraph,
the telephone, the concrete road, opens up o us a now
souree of supply like that of the discovery of # now
COMETY . .-

Malthis brushed aside the dream of ceonomic equality
which ali generows mmds chevish as possible of ultimate
conlization. " Men canmot live in the midst of plenty.”
he san “ Al ecanuot share alile in the bounties of
pature,”  He seemed to think that to 7 share alike mn
the bounties of natore ™ was only possible snder some
compmnnistio systeny which must contain the seeds of
s own certain dissolution,  For be saye, " Were there
e established administeation of property every man
would be obliced to guard with force his Hitle store

7

Which may be true enongh, though he seems not to have
soneeived. that men wnig wre alike in the bounties
of pature  wader T oan established administration of
property.”

After ail. progress is in bhe divection of a more et
able participation in the enjoymont of the boumties of
astire.  Wa must barken back to a vemoter barharism
for a denial of this truth from any authoriiative source.
S0 determined, however, was Malthug in the notion that
any  teachings of the principle of equal rights was
inherently vicious, and dangerous in the inflnence it
might exert on sovicty, that even Paine’s Tights of
Man was curionsly ablorrent to him. " Nething” he
says, would so effectually counteract the mischief of
Mr Paine's Rizhts of Man as a general knowledge of
the real rights of man. What these vights are b s
act oy business at present to explan.”

He never made it his business to explain. How
could he 2 Perhaps it would have shaken his own
bolief,  How can men have rights s world where the
raee 8 penned in by o wall of subsisience against which
they muost ineffectuaily beat their spiritusl wings in a
vain endeavour to escape its confines T—dJdoseph Dana
Miller, in Land and Freedom, February, 1627,

1
g
i
it

A country where wages are Inw iz a poor customer

{or the goods of the more advanced nations.  To raise

the standard of §ife in these poorer countrios is a matter
of vital fuserest to world trade.  Tanifls do nothing to
achicee this object. but on the contrary still further
depress the andesirable couditions and shill forther

Jesser purchasing power— Bt Hon Philip Snowden,
M.P., in The Honder, November.
# * #

“ Phere is no doubi about the gravity of the present
sitnation.,  We have got inio the seventh year of great
trade depresdon and unemployment. Wor seven yoars
vou have had over a million men out of work, When
‘will that million become half a milllon 7 14 would be
seious erough then.  In the old days times of employ-
ment were times of recruiting for the British army.
A million unemploved to-day meant a field of reoruitment
for the Communist party.

“ T was a grave sconomic prabiers ; ibwasa menacing
gocial problem. 1t was the duty of all those whe had
any sense of responsibility in a nation to pot their whole
strongth of mind, knowledge, and experience into
attempting to solve it."—Mr Lioyp Guorcs, ab
Rochdale, 25th March.

'‘Comments on Some Current Criticisms

of Land-Value Taxation

By HARRY GUNNISON BROWHN.
Professor af Ecowomics i the Uwiversity of M

A Reviewer ir the New ¥ork Nation writes -—

A poonomist

It was full tims for some compstently equip
iy fenable

o take up the ondgeis in behalf of the sconomic
parls of tlenry Goeorge™s dosti, Mr Brown has done
with meal, and on the whole with skill Of vonrse this pubs
him oulside the fold of the safe and sane ev momists, and tho
wieor of his onslanght da Av eeasionsd some hitle
finbtering in the seademic dove.cote Eng say what we may.
Tand does differ significantly. for purposes of goonomic analysis,
from factories and d trains and other things that men
manke. The brug eeonomis scientist, then. if he Is zoing to
devise 1 stemin, st take secount of those differences.
and oo aply foam at the month every time the single tax
is mentioned.

Price 6. Fegm: our Offices.

G Pages.
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GRANTS IN AID OF LOCAL
TAXATION
(Answers o questions in the Howse of Commons)

How the subventions given out of the National
Fixcheguer o the loewl authorities have grown in
recent vears is shown in the fellowing information
given by the ministers concerned.

SCOTTLAN D

Mr Hanpig asked the Secretary of State for Seotland
if he will state, for each of the vears 1314 and H325-26;
what was the fotal amemnt of revenne raised by local
atthorities in Scotland and what was the total amount
paid in grants-in-aid by the Treasury in relief of Iocal
taxation ; and, i the sum is to he troated as distinet
from grants-in-aid, what amount was speni upon
highways from the proceeds of motor taxation ?

The Lorp Avvocare (Mr Wiaiam Warsow) @ The
amounts raised by local authorities in Neotland by
assessment (exeluding water assesgment) were in 1913-14,
£7. 700000 and in 192425 £18.6T00H. The Govern:
ment grants including roads grant for the same years
were £3.014.000 and £11336.000, respectively.  Thae
figures for 1925-26 are not available.—-16th March.

Frcnayn anp Wanes .

My T. Wiriams asked the Chancellor of the Hx-
chequer it he will state, for each of the vears 1913-14
and 1925-26, the fotal amonnt of revenue raised by local
taxation in England and Wales and the total amount
paid as grants-im-aid by the Treasury in redief of local
taxation ; snd, i the sum s to be treatod as distinet
from grants-in-nid, what amount was spent upon
highways from the proceeds. ol motor taxation

Mr Cramprncaiy ;L haye boon asked to reply.
owing iy the shswer —

T

: Ambunis
Government | ineluded 0

Fates grants previoud

Yoar vaised by | peceived by | columm in
local Jooal respoet of

authorities | highways

autherities
- aml bridges

£

.8 .
1913-14 71,276,158 576,268
i924-25 | 141,977,060 12,976,389

Clomplete returns for the year 1025-26 are not yeb
available, but it is cgtimated that the total amount of
the rates collected in that year was approximately
£147,500,000.-17th  March. '

Taz Toran INcREAsE

The figures given above heing added together the
following purallel is presentod — }

: 1913-14 1924-25
Tocal revenues  from

rabes .- ..
Loeal revenus  from

subventions

£78.0%5,35% | £160.047.065

25,631,246 095,072,749

Total €253, 119,809

£10:4, 616,464

by 1420 per wend, while
by 263 per cent. The sub-

) more in than n
— . 30 T [ S |

subvenbions  inercased
ventions wore Y67 44
- 1

- a s i

* the method by which both rates and taxe

(for 100 days) in 192526 and at £423 per pe

by the local authorities as compared with 248 per
cent dn 100314, Bub sl the evy goes up for wore
of these monovs from the Treasury 60 © ease the bhurden
of Tates 7 so as to mitigate the distress that i due to
ase colleoted !

OTHER QUESTIONS IN THE HOUBE
[MpERial, PREFERENCE

The approximate amount of rebatc granted upon
goods of Bmpire origin and consignment delivered
for home consumption at peeferential rates of duby
daring the vear 1925-26 was £4.504.000. The details
of this amount nelude £1 537,000 for sugar 1 £1. 414000
for tobacon ; £082.000 for fea; £284,000 for wine
artd spirits ; £156,000 for dried fruib ; 2123000 for
cocon and cofice 1 £93.000 for motor cars; and the
halance  {(£5.000) for clocks and watches, musical
mstruments, silk and artiicial silk. hops, lace and
embroidery, aml  cutlery—Blr Winston  Churchill,
Vith Fobraari.

AFrons

The Forvestry Commissioners have spent L2858
in the purchage of U acros of land of which
91,051 are plantable ; £6327 planting operations
and  £302.700 on admivistration in conuection with
acquisition and  eultural operations, including  loval
supetvision.——Sir 1. Forestier Waller, 23nd  Fobruary.

Tug Soear BrEr SUBiDy

The fotal amount of subsidy on sugar and molasses
reccived by the British beet-sugar facturies i the
manufacturing season 192526 was F1. 124207, and in
the season 1926-27 up to 28th February, 1807, was
£3.041,082.  'The number of persons employed in the
faeboriss in the 192526 season was 4,613, and in the
past season 7,394, The length of the manufacturing
seagon 15, approximately, 100 days.—Mr Walter i
ness,. dnd March.

The subsidy works out at L2458 per poerson emploved
17

1926-27. In a supplementary question Mr
learned that the efflacnt from the sngar-beed factories
was polluting many streamns in the castern counties,
The damage this. cansed s an added cost o the nation
of this snhsidy polivy. '

Ton a couple of ably-written and informing leiters
appearing in the Keighley News, 1ith and 26th Marcl,
“ Tesole ” makes excellent use of the item on Detroit
in the Maich numberof fand & Liberty.  Tn his socond
letter, « Fesole ” makes this comment :—

““Tn our leading jowrnals, and in the speephes of
‘bankers, politicians, and others in this country, there
appears no sign of any conception that public revenuces
can be anything but a burden and, @i a greater or besy

degres, a discouraging and hampering factor in industry,

Rt a land values fax is peither a burden not a did-

couragement.  1b i mather a stimmlis fo production.”

NATURAL LAW IN SOCIAL LIFE
By W. R. Lester, MA.
‘Special reprint 1n pamphlet form of the
author's address at the Copenhagen
T Conlerence
Pablished by the Uniied Commitice for the
o Faration of Land Valoes

13 Puges ' Price 2d. From our (ffires
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WHAT THE BRITISH

HENEY GEORGE CLUR (LONDON) @ O, Morley, Hon.
Heeretary, 131, Tothill Street, London, W1
4 ‘or the

The cemplete serics of meetin
spring session of the Clab s as Tol
M

Alderman K. P. R Douglas,
17th.— The Valuing of Land apart trem Improve-
ments,” AL W, Madsen,
$1st.— Labour Party and Agrieultoral Policy.”
Greorge Dallas,
Apr, Tt Roral Aspocts of Land Value Rating and
Taxation.”  Arthar  Mortimer  ( of the
Liheral Land and Nation League).
21t A Working Man's View of Industrial Con-
ditions.”” I DL Oates,
May Stio—" eme Personalities In Sowth  Amncrican
Goorgeism.”  Rev. Mervyn . Stewart.
194~ Native Races @ Their Land and Labour.”
John M. Hars,

B3

TEach date given above b a Flansday. The mectings
ave il held at the vooms of the United Committer,
11, Tothill Strect, Westininstor, and begin at 8 po
The sddvesses are followed by dizcesion.  Admissien
b free and all nlerested are cordindly welcome,

Mr John H. Harvis, who is to speak at the Club on
Thursday, 18th Mayv, was formerly Member of Parlia-
wment for North Hockuoey,  He i the Parlismentary
Secretary of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection
Society a member of the Beoubve ol the League of
Mations Union and otder public bodies | he has traveted
widely, including over L0 miles of dhe Afdean
Centinent, has served vpon bwo Governmend Lot
s, and has attended afb the Assemblios of the Loagu
of Nations and the Copfsrences at Vepsailles »
Lonsanue,  Mr Haris has published several books
apea Fovcign and Colonial affalrs, e acted as Bpecial
Correspondent for the T, and s oa froguent son-

tribntnr o dhe  owgnzines New  Slatesineen,  Times,

Nation.,  Manchester  Guardian,  Daily  News,  Dadly
Pelegroph, and other organs of the Prress,

 SOOTTISH LEAGUE : Wi, Reid, Secretary, 67, West

Hile Street, Glasgow.

The Annual Mecting of the League will be held in
the CYdoro Restaurant, on Monday, 1ieh ~April, at
730 pau, Mo hoped that the reporfs and formal
hushiess will be finished by 8 pra. Thereaftor the
mecting will take the form ol a ﬂt)i_‘i;!l cathering, and
B doho Paol, Seevetary of he United Conupitice will
be present and initiate discussion on the outlock
for the future.

Mhe ustial crop of Jettors to editor: hus been in evidence
Uhis sponth, the writers inchding Moessms, A 3. Mace,
Aohn Peter, A8 Munsie, the Becretary, and cihers.

Bailic Johre Muie and others have spoken at pablic
weetings, buk the events of eutstandihg bpportance have
Leen the discussion on Bating at #he Glasgow Corpora-
Yo on Thursday, Srd Ma velr, andd the Leith Be-Blection
whirh coachide] on Wednesday, Dird Marcli. he
sennlt of the Poll was:

A E Brown (Libers 12.461)
i, B Wison (Labown 132,408
AL Beston {(Vonsersalive} 4,607

Feedls the Laberal and Labouy candidatos made {avour-
eent fo the Taxation of Laowd YValues, The
ve comtented himsell by doclaving that the
..... Covvsaaanabar i Mool b i)f V ol

able e
ITHIE S
..

LEAGUES ARE DOING

did not endorse his view,  The Heotlish League propare

a special lsafict for dissribution ) LK coples were

distributed in the cons My

The following s part of the matter appearieg In fhoiked

type on the deaflet, and examples s given of prices

paid for land in the aeighbosshood of Leith,

ARY YOU A VOTER TN LEITH Y 1IF 30, 3T0F
AND fONRIDER.

LEMH WOREERS ARE UNEMPLOYED., THEES
ARE 2AT HOURING CONDITIONS IN LE5TH.

THE WORKERS ARE UNEMPLOYED HOT
RECAVSE FORFIGNERS ARE BUILDING
BOUSES. 1IF FOREIGHERS (0OULL SEND
¥OU HGUSES YOU WOULD ORNLY THEN
HAYE UNFMPLOYMENT 70O BOLVE, BT
BOTH HOUSING AND UHSHFPLOYMENT
ARE LAWD PFROBLEMS, HOT FOREIGHN,
YT HONE  (AND  LEUH) LAND
PROBLEMS.

OUE COLONIES SOLVE HOUSIHG PEGEBLEMSE
BY TAKING TAXES OFF HOUSER: THEY
SOLVE UNEMPLOYMENY BY TAXING
LAKND INTO USE

The soccessinl Smalholders of Denmark have not
sakred Bor Protection. They worked for and
have now obiained ihe Rativg and Taxafion
of Land Valuss,

TARIEY REFORMERE DARE HOT OPENLY

_ ADVOOATE TARES ON FOOD,

BUT TAXES INOREASE THE BEET OF HOUSER
YOsT N THE BAME WAY A8 THEY
IMOREASE THE PRICE OF FOOD OB TO-
BAQCO.

THE GHNLY TAX WHIUH B BOT DISTRIBUTED
ABONG THE JUSTOMERS I8 A TAX ON
LAND VALUES, EBECAUSE THR OWHEE
HAVING THE LAYD HAE TO PAY
WHETHER BE USES IT O NOT.

The resclubion covw own Uoeundl,
on Srd Macch, is i the following termes

“ That the Corpoeation approve of the principle of
making land valoes a basis of taxabion, wnd hereby
resolves (o petition the Covernment bo datroduce
legislation providing— (s} that the prosent system of
valuation for loeal vating, viz., the lotting valae of land
and  buildings, wcloding  improvements,  should be
replaced by » wystem pader which local vates would
he imposed on ile capital value of land in the - of
the rating authority, irrespective of the valae of beildings
and improvements made by the owner; and (s) that
ihe Oovernment make tip a valuation foll showing the
capital value of at land I Seothand, and faenish each
rating authority with a copy of such valuation for their
district.” - )

T wag further agreed to veeomwmend thak the Cor
poration instruct tize Town £ 1er) bo forward copios of the
foregoing resolutiom to the Glovernment, and to the
local Members of Parfiament, and that other local
anthoritics i Seotland be asked to pass shinilar resshy-
tions and forward same bo the Governmsent as also o
their Membsas of Parliamest,

Talkivk Town Counedl pussed o sioilar reschibon
ab its meeting ol Monday,. 2ist March. The Leith
portion of Bdinhurgh’s muntipal voters Bavve now hoen
supphied with information and srampion nnd we hoape
Lo henr that ¥dinhsreh os 1 3
ar friends In Dandee,

passed Ly G

other toweg
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shonld do what they can to see that the matter is not
shelved in their varions Councils. Beveral Rating
Authorities in Seotland have already notified the '(;rld:s‘?‘f)“
Town Clerd’s department of their agreement with 1}10
resolution.

Mr A, 8. Munsie had a letter in the Scodish Farmer,
of 12th March, calling the attention of rvepresentatives
of agricultural infterests to the movement for the Ra sting
of Urban and Rure! Land Values

The frish Weekly continues to give full veports of the
actions of Rating Anthorities w ith regard to the Glasgow
Town Couumlh resolution. and some readers of that
paper have taken a prominent part in the discussions.
Mr J. O'D. Dervick is booked to speak at the St. Francis
Branch of the C.Y. M. Society on 3rd April.

The Friday evening meetings continne to be held in
the Rooms at 67, West Nile Stre et, Glasgow.  Members
and friends are cordiall v invited 1o attend.  Some of the
informal discussions have preved to be interesting and
useful.

ENGLISH LEAGUE : Frederick Verinder, General
Secretary, 376 and 877, Strand, London, W.0.2,
Arrin. MerrTngs

Sun., 10th.-—Young Socialist League, Gaicty Theatre,
(oloshl}l Btreet, BJJ"I]]H]Uhclhl : Col. the

R4, 1-]_0:1. J. O W (‘(lffﬂ{}()(i ns.o.,
MP., 7 pm.
Wed., 204h.H: (mesf{* ad  Branch 1TLT.:  Tredk.

Verinder, * Lahour’s Agrienitural P{)licy
and the Taxation of Land Valaes.

Sat., 30th.—Bilston Trades Conneil and Labour Party,
Labour  Day  Demonstration:  Col.
Wedgwoad.

The Apnual Meeting of the League xnll he held on
Wednesday, 11th Mav. in Room No. Caxton Hall,
Westminster. Members are asked to ke(’p the evening
free.  Fuller partieniars will be given later.

A number of copies of Tolwpir Fels : His Life-Work,
by Mary Hels, have been donated to the League for the
henefit of thc movement for which the subject of the
book did so much. The book is well bound, is illus-
trated, and was published at 63, Copies may now be
had from the League Office at Is., or by post ls. 4d.

Two small but important mvotmgs of Parliament-
men and others have recently been held, at the invitation
of the League, at the House of Commons. 1t is as vet
o0 early to announce detailed plans, but there is tfo()d
reagon to hope that before Jong the result will be seen in
a speeding-up of the Jll(_)\'(_‘}!i{‘lﬂ both in Parliament and
m the constituencies. Meanwhile, our President con-
tinues to address large meetings in the provinees, and
his speeches are bemg pretty widely reported in the
provincial Press.

The Basthouwme papers. had long reports of Clol.
W’edgwuwd 5 address on Unemplownmnt given in the
Town Hall, on 18th March., " A lTarge andience listened
with interest to his speech.”—Gazeffe.  All three loeal
papers published a biogeaphical sketeh of the speaker,
supplied from the mem Office. The Chair was taken
by Councillor Chatficld {Labour candidate for the
Borough), and some useful guestions were asked and
answered. It is plain that the interest aroused by
Councillor Chattields motion in the Town Council,
and by Sir Kdgar Harpers letters in the local Press, has
by no means died down in Easthourne.

Mr T. Atholl RBobertson, F.R.G.S., ex-President of
the League, reports a good meeting in the Town Hall,
Weston-supez-Mare on Taxation of Land Values and
Free Trade.

An inderesting lecture by Mr W. B, Meads on the
Life and Work of Henry teorge was deh vered to the

Bexhill Branch of the LLP. on Tnesday, 15th March,
and was well reported in the Bexhill-on-Sea Observer.
My Meads gave a very clear and useful summary of
FProgress and Poverfy.  The report says 1~ There was a
good attendance and many guestions wore asked, 1o

which Mr Meads replied in a direct, incisive and
iluminating wanner.”
Py Hewsy WioksTesn
1 deeply regret lo announce the death, on 15th

March, of the Bev. P. H. Wicksteed, M.A, Litt.D.. af
the age of 82, He was one of the now almost vanished
band of men who readl Progress and Poverty together,
aud  afterwards founded the Fnglish League (shen
called Land Reform Union), in the splmu of 1883, He
remained a member U the day of his death. The
oldest members will remember his frequent appearances
at our earlier annual meetings, when his speeches were
eagerly looked forward to and Hstenod to with profound
attcntinn Few men of our movement durmtr the last
forty years could hold a meeting as Wicks ced could
by the eidity and charm with which he expousided
the Law of Rent.

Like his father before him, he wag a Unitarian
Minister ; in the early days of the League, at Little
Portland Street (impe] (1874- 97). Bu he was known
and hongured in very wide circles at bome and abroad
as a classieal geholar, as cconomist, a mathematiclan,
and university extension lecturer, and especially as
the stodent, {‘\’pmitor and translator of Dante, of whose
works, and of these of St. Thomas Aquinas, iw had a
profmimi knowledge. He retived to Child Berks,
MAIY Vears ago, and we no longer had the plerlwic and
a(h'amame of hiz presence at London moe tings ; butb his
intercet in our movemend remained, and hl‘) annual
subscription was renewed for 1926-27 last June,

MoRninonw Woon

Dlearn also with deep regret of the passing. on 26th

March, of the Rt. Hon. J. Melinnon Wood, DL
LL.D., in his 73rd year. He was a Londoner, who

served his native mty with zeal and distinction as a
member, and at one #Hme Chalrman, of the Lousdon
County Counc il, and who represented the St. Rollox
divigion of (]d\tm“ from 1906 to 1915, During this
period he beld nﬁn,o suceossively as  Parliamentary
Secretary to the Board of Education, Under-Secretary
to the Foreign Office, Financial Se cretary to the
Freasury, Secretary for Seotland and (with a seat in
the Cabinet) Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.—a
post suhsequently held by Col. Wedgwood.  He retired
from sctive political slife in 1918, but retained his
membership of the Empire League to the end.—F, V,

YORKSHIRE AND NOBRTHERN LEAGUE : F. Skirrow,
decretary, Compion Buildings, Bow Street, Keighley,

Members of the League are reminded that the Anpual
Meeting of the Ledm:o will he held in the Coffee Room
of the Hotel ’\y’lehnpolo King Btreet, Leeds, on Baturday,
Otk Aprdl. Members and friends are cordially invited
to tea te be served at 3 pam. Business will hegin at

6.15 and the meeting will be addressed by Messrs John
Paul, A. ' W. Madsen and Ashioy Mitchell.
A meeting will be held in Keighley on Sunday, 10tk

April, in Boom 14 of the Temperance Hall. The
spealers are Messos John Paud, AL W, Madsen and
Ashley Mitcheli.

We have noted letters signed © Fegole ™ in the current
issue of the Bank Officers” Journal and in the Keighley
Newps.

Me PV, Glver addressed the Wesley (fuild,
woold, Lecds, on 15th February and on the
Skipton League of Young Liberals,  On Gth M

Mean-
{6th Lhe
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Seeretary addressed the Bingley W.OLL and on the
215t he addressed the Lothersdale Diberal Association.

Tn view of the fzivt that rates in Keighley are now to
he £1 Os. 6d. in the £ ihere ought o be a lively interest
in this and its l‘.mf.hw:i subject of Land Value Rating
Bates here are now three fimes as bigh as they were g
guarier of g cenlury age, and we have baedly reached
the highest point yet,

Land vahees have considevably fneressed daring the
same pevtod. Playing hel;,\ are Dadiy nesded for the
young people It the ne cannat be satisfied on
aceount of the high price of !;.md. mites for new schools
are also wanted, bui again the high price of land
Bias Dlocked the sway,

MANTHESTER LEAGUR : Asthor H, Weller, 4.2,
Secretary, 5, Cross Street, Manchester.

Meetings h:u-‘v been addressed doring the past month

as follows © Bawtenstall Public Theoussion Class {$wo
mecetings), W, Brepnen and A H. Weller ;. Langworthy
Foad Adult Schon), 'i) Catterall ; Mmm! Hereet Adult
Pochool, J. Garner o ALLBTW . I*. Cunmingham ;
Queen’s Park Parlismment {two n 1-1;1;;3)_, B, M. Uinders
sud J. Brentnall 1 Work for Al Movement, Councillor
Wi, Noble

A special meeting of the League will be held in the
Java Cald (8 pon) on Tuesday, 12th Aprill Hpeaker:
Mr AW, Madeen on “ An Agricultursl Land Policy.”

“'Pur Ponouping 7

The first namber of 7 The Poronpine,” s monthiy
trpeweitten sheot of compment on currend events, was
wsned from the League’s office sarly in March and
recetved an encouraging weleome. It was favourably
veviewed by the Manchester Cily News, and copies will
be displayed cach month on the tables of Manchester’s
25 public reading rooms. A handsome gift from
H B Hobson of an up-to-date duplicator will greatly
factitate the production of future issaes of © The
Poreupine.”  Contributions towards the initial cost of
thig new ventures will be much wpproe tated wnd gratefully
acknowledged.  The price of © The Porcupine 7 iy one
ponmy o one shilllng per annune, post free,

The Annual Meeting of members of the Teague and
the Henry George CTub was held i the New Java
Café on Bth March, My Ginders presided over a good
attendance,  The financial report was ps{m-mﬂd })» the
Hon. Treasurer.  Counciller Noble said he had andited
the accounts and found then correets examination of
the books showed how greatly the movement in Man-
chestes was indebted to the generosity of Dy MeDouzall.
The Becretary reviewed ihe Leagac's activitios daring
the year, making special mention of the missionary

vork carvied on by individuals or growps in Stockport,
Chiheroe, Belton, Woss Side, Salford and Trafford Park.
By wnanimaous vobes, Mr (_mu!m'gs and D Melougall
were re-olected as President and Hoo, Treasaver 'r‘t:-s;";mr-
tively and Conncllor Noble was appointed Chattman of
Comumitiee.  Three new members wore added to the
Committer 1 Mre MeDongall, Mt Hobsen and  Mrs
Owen.  The League ha nuﬁ'um toss dueme the
through the death of Mr Jures Watts, Mr K.
Mr H. 5. Willcocks and My W, € an th.

Having recetved o gift of pamphiets from the United
Committes, Mr Garer, the Hecre iA!’f\ of the Moss mide
Land Values Association, has hit upon a2 novel methaod
of disposing of them. Fhe I’=ill’1}ﬂ'l|£*i.ﬁ-- Trade -
qression cnd £ Edgar Harper—are

=t

e plogime
}wilw offered for sale from howse to honse with the
mee that 25 per cent of the proceeds will be given
s Manchester Boval Inbiemary.  Hefusais  to
vurchase ave rare, and people thus induced to help a
loeal hospital are giwu an opporhanity to study an

Ll?ﬁ RTY &

excellerd treatise on the camse of cconomie maladies
andd the remedy.

At & meeting of the City Council on 10ih Febroary,
a resolntion was submitied by Cowneillor Wright
Rnhinmn deploring the failure of the present policy of
the Howsmyg Oommiiter and urging iEw ‘u.{;gntlmi of the
Prineigle of direct Jabour,  Mr Robinson said over-
crowding i Manchester was worse than fn Y D ot
Feast 20,000 faailics were lving in sverwrowrled cone
ditious. Av 2 eecent hgquest into the desih of & baby
it owas stated that eight families were tiving in the hotuse
and in some of the congested districts 711 out of 1,006
confinements had faken place I clrcumstances where
privacy was impossible.  Tn arguing against the namber
of houses per acre being inorensed, Alderman Johnstone
sald the cost of land on & house was coroparatively
litile, heing only 3d. per week in a rent of lis,

Alderman Jobnstone has been in public Iife long
enough to he aware that the price of sites is oaly one
pomt where the howding preblen i affected by the
land guestion. The high cost of building matert
and the resulbs of the pxemvzai ating system are velated
items of expenditore on housing,

HENRY GEORGE CLUB (MANCHESTER) : ILeonard
A, Weller, Hon. Secretary, 98, Sandy Lane, Choribon-
pumn-Hardy, ¥Manchester,

A weleome visitor to the Club on 18th February was
Mr Qichard MeGhee, who gave an address on & The
Evolution of the Movement Tor the Taxation of Land
Values.”” Me MeGhee  traced  the progress of the
miovement from the time of its inception when Menry
George vigited this countey, and his Interesting story
was made still more Ingeresbing Ly mwany  persoual
PORTISCENCes, His many {riends in Manchester and
trict regret Mr Mefihet's tocent removal fo another
sphere of influence, bat hope to see bim from time to
time when business or ple b him to the
neighbeurhood.

MIDLAND LEAGUE : Chasman Wright, 26, Cannon
Sivest, Birmingham.

The Annval Mesting of the League will be held at
the Birmingham Liberal Club, on Friday, Bth April,
at & p.m. Mr Ashley Miichell (}"afzrs;"n dve Liberal
candidate for Penistone), Mr Johm Paul H*.sixtuz’ of
Fawd 4 Libeity) and Me AW, Madsen will i i
and address the meeting.  Mr Mitchell wiil ~p{ ale on
*The Budget as it s mu] i Be,” My faul on © The
Position and Prospects of the Movemens,” and Mr
Madsen on ~F Home Objestions fo land Value Taxation
Answered.” UHJ’ President, Mr B, i1, Chamberlain,
will be in the Chair and bas kindly invited those present
to tea and Hght refreshmeiits,

The Executive Commiitee i its report (which wili
be submitted to the wmeeting) states -

“ With its limited reseurces this League has done sil
possible by the distribution of literature, addresses ab
many indoor and Gpen-alr meetings, correspondence in
the Press, “hecking * of candidates, and other mesns,
to arouse correct theught on the subject of the Taxation
of Tand Yalues, fur we know that right acticn muost
Follone.

o Lend dr faberty maitaing s high standard of
articles and information.  This jouwrnal 18 vew alse the
medinm of the new International nion for Laad Valoe
Taxation and Free Trade, and oar members will find ity
cayeful pernaal w ill mudee them conversant with the spirit
amed progress of the reformn. - We congratudate the United
Commitéee on its work which astonishes ail who are
aware of the smallnesy of the staff and s very Hmited
financial rescurces,

L5
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gratefidly  noknowledys the  weperoas
support ;m,t-; by o number of our memb ces, we believe
that the present tme effens an exeeptional o) pporiunity
for the edvcationad work necessary 1o !amw about
practival legislation and we eamestly appeal for the
additional financial help which alone mli cnable us to
use this opportunity to advantage.  Birminghamn and
district. ean and shonkd maintain the League with la
activitics and a fafr remuneration 1o the Secretary.

“We congratuiate Me O G Houghton on the forma-
tion of the -‘«}}audmmk and Balsall Heath Hating Reform
League and the intensive work it & deing with most
striking cartoong and Hierature.  Similar Los agues o all
the wards would greatly enlighten public epinios on the
‘}li“vf SOUree ﬂi JIHH!U fzn L PETVETNEe,

*The exceilent work of Counsilbor G ¥ Sawyer on
the City Council and elsewhere, and the help so freely
given by Mr W. O Fairfield in many divections, are
much appreciated by yvour Comniitbee.”

The Loeague has  published a new  leaflet = Po
amg L AYERS, contrasting the existing

method of local taxation and its Jmm! effects upon
housing, trade and industry with land valoe rating and
the benefibs that wonld flow from it. Qiantities of this

leaflet are available for distribution. We seek the co.

operation of all who are concerned to see it well placed
in the hands of ratepavers and others.

The Town Crier carried an excellent report of the
address by Col. Wedgwond, M. P, on * The Case for
Land Valuation Taxation 7 at o Labouwr Party mevlm'r
in the College Road Hehools, Birmingham, on 5th Mare h

Press correspondence durmg the month included
series of Jetters by the He f-ra*-mrv in the .f;a‘-imu'i‘egimm
finzefte, and letters by (4 Eiwuuhtou in the same
paper, by L AL ©oin the Bmmuqﬁmm Bvaning
ateh, and J. Caldwell (now i West Kilbride,

dre} in the Pown Crier, In the last-named paper
the S{'t"'em:‘} has had a long exchange of correspondence
with an opponent of land \&-l e baxation.

The Sparkbrook and Balsall Yeath Ratinﬁ Hedorm
League held a public meeting at the Christ Chureh
Schools o 1st Marcl. By H. Barber ])uw.uled and the
vase for band value rating was stated by Messrs G, (L
Houghton, 4. W. Bowketh and Chapman Wright., in
the course of his address. Mr Bowkett said the centre
of  Birmingham-—bounded by Colmore Row,  Bull
%tmr- ]iwh Sireet, and New Street— was one Masy,
or mess, of dilapidated buildings, which lies more or
fess dormant owing to the old avstems, whereas if the
new system came Into operation, the owners would be
compelled to sell or rent the land and sites st such a
fignre  thal  up-te-date buildings would  spring  up,
entively fransforming the city.

The meeting had an excellent notice and vepors in
the Birmengham News of 5th Maach,

£y
g

WELSH LEAGUE : Eustace A, Daviss, Hon. Secrefary,
14, Pembroks Terrace, Cardiff.

Full particidars of the Annual Meeting will appear in
next month's dssue

anposneed I,J,si.. monti, this
was held in the Park Hetel, Park Palace, Cardi

f, on
Saturday, 26th Muveh, followed by o public meeting,
ab which the chief speskers were M Ashley Mitehell
{Hudderstield) and My Dasdet Hopkins, M.A. (London).
A sovial gathermng of moembess and friends was held
at the (.hme of the proceedings.

The Labour members of the Cardiff Town Council
do pob see their way io take action in the matter of
convening a Municipal Conference for the promption of
land value rating, but ave willing to support any motion
of the kind, T he next word on the ‘~uh|<'( b oappests to
fie with the members of the Liberal or Conservative

Aprrn, 1527

arties inn the Conneil,

The Seoretury of the Labour Party writes 1 9 The
Party i very !ﬁ(‘jllifﬁ’i"' pledged 1o !hf- nationalization
of the Lind and do nol wish their « lwimx. (suppurters)
o misindersiand that position.”  Just how the local
rating of Land valusy would eompromize the position is
not quite clear, except on the principls that the rabe-
payers ars bo have ne reliel until land nationafization,
by purchase or otherwise, is erdained. 1t lovks like
a Bife sentence on the poor ratepayer.  Here 's what
the Labour Speakers’ Haodbook, issued by the Laboue
Party, Mecleston Square, Loudon, W, has io say on
the subject

*he whole of our present rating systemy is funda-
mentally wrong, and has been the main cause which has
i:muuh‘i about the deadlock in many municipal rating
areas doring the past vear. If we are to encourage
bhousing and the belter deve depraeni of our cibjes, we
nwnel pemove the vate bordens which now fadl so heay dy
upon sech undertakimgs. I ovder fo attain this end,
the Labour Party advocates the policy of rating land
valnes.™

PORTSMOUTH LEAGUE : 8. E. Uole, Hon. Secretary,
165, Francis Avenue, Southsea,

A meeting of the League was held on 248 February,
ab John Pie Memerial Rooms, Vratton Road ;. the
business of the evening was dev oted 1o the election of
officers  and  the }m!ditm of future meebings. The
tollowing  officers were “elected ; FPresident, My P
Hardwick 1 Vice-Presidents., My l\l(-(uuuxm and Mr
Satterthwaite : Hon. Secretar } s Financial
Secretary, My Thirsk . Treasurer, Bishop ;
Conunittee, Messrs Meade, Miller rmd E’ H. Cole; My
W. Bishop was appointed to tuke charoe of the lteratnre.

L6 was agreed to hold a Study © Srele and to iszie an
invitation card in the following terms -

Porrsmours Leaaue vonr van Taxamion or Laxse
Vanoes,
LADBTES AND GENTLEMEN
Are hnvited to attend o Sjedy Circle at the John Pite -
Memorinl Booms, Fratton Road, on the Firsi "\’Ezmd;w

of each BMonth st 715 pom., commencing 7th Maceh,
14937,

To consider s
The Natwral Laws that govern the Production and
Dhstribution of Wealth.
Guestions and Discusston,
B B Corw, Hon, Hee,
These cards are av dﬂdh!i‘ for membors $0 hand pouid
bu their friends and neighbours interested.

On Tih March the first meeting of the Circle was held
with Mr MeQuigan as lecture Howas a very enconrag-
ing mecting 1 we are in hopes that ol next mm‘h.uf
which takes place on Monday, 4th Apeil, will be as
suceessfal.

‘th local paper; the I’r};f»n.'ra;nlfz, fovening News, of
date Sth March, comtains a contributed article by ™ An
o lﬁl.wm Toom Col. Wedgwood, MLP., from which wa
learn that * The House 01? (..m.:.unmm likes him fnr his
hot head and warm heart, aod pays no attertion to his
opisions, eypecially when he mounts the one hobhy-
horse which he regards a8 a winner—the itaxation of
fand values. “Josh® firmly bolieves !Eadi if onee that
system were adophed the Ml“(‘lilliﬂl would arive on
the following rmorning.  Otherwise his theories are a
mass of contradictions.”

“dosh 7 s no doubt familiar with this = Old Feiend 7 -
be is of the kind that is born to bark at the heels of
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any reformee oat with o reform that would cut ice.

Tn its news coluons the Porismonth Feonmg News,
Fleh Murch, veports that st a meeting of 1he FPorimonsh
Trades Couneil held the previens evening @ A letter
was vecoived  from the Portsmouth League for the
Taxation of Land Values, stating that the piece of Tand
adjoining the Labour Exchange, measuring approxi-
mately 735 square vards, was said to be in the publie
market for £9,200, which. was equivalent to £60,582 per
acre. The rateable value was £19 and the amouns paid
1o the rates was £11 e 4d,

LIVERPOOL LEAGUE : F. K. Jonés, Hon. Secretary,
43, Stanley Park Avenue N., Liverpocl, N, :
The following meetings arranged’ closé our winber
Bossion -— : :
2tpd March, 8 p.m.— League Mocting, White Café, Cook
Street. < The Bible and the Land
Question.”  Mr Lovegrove. :
28ih March, 8 pom.—W. Devby  LLP., Richmond
House, Richmoend Park, Anfield. Seere-
tary. ) X : :
ed April, '8 pon Dot tle Trades and Labour Counceil,
‘ Labour Rooms, Enowsley Road. Or-
guniser and Secrelary, '

Our weckly meetings at the White Café, Cook Street,
7 pan. every Wednesday, close with a Soeial; 13th
April.  Messrs John Paul and A W, Madsen will be
present.  Tea will be provided at 1s. 6. per head:
Members are expected to do their best to attervl and

Lring friends.  Applications for pariiculars and tickets.
should be made te the Hon. Freaswrer, ¥ G B

Vanghan, 46, Fieldside Road, Fock Herpy, whe is
making the arrangements.

HIGHLAND IEAGUE : I. Mackenzie, Hon, Secretary,
The Arcade, Inverness, '

The Amual Meeting of the League was beld in the
rooms, 22, High Sireet, on the 17th March. Mr Geo.
Mackenzie, President, peoupied the chair, and there was
a fair attendance of mempers. The re-election of
office bearers included some changes in, Vice-President
and Fxecutive and a few new names added to the roll,
The subscriptions had been fairly good during 1926 and
there was o halance to credit of about £4, out of which
the Nterature reccived would have to bo paid. The
Secretary had made various tours to differcnt parts of
ihe Highlands and by the spread of literature amd
personal appeals had dene sume useful and practical
work which would in due course bear fruit, A great
deal of that sort of work would have to be done in the
future, as the burden of taxation wus becoming
unthearable.

HBailie Jas. MacDonald gave a vigorous and character-
ishie addeese on the “ Burden of Rates,” which he
cemiended would soon make improvements impossible.
One could not build a house or reconstruct a shop with-
ont ab once attracting the assessor, who pounced upon
the improver and fined him. not once but every year
ever afterwards. In the eyes of the assessor every
improver had become a criminal and the idler a saint
tn be praised and commended.  Were it not so serious
for the conmmunity, the present system of yating seemed
o him a hoge joke, invented to prevent the production
of house shelter and the good things of life. He had
been at the Burgh Valoatien Appeal Court to-day and
fwo cases had come upin which s local bank had appealed
against a valuation of £450 on thelr premises as being
exeessive, the valuation prier to reconstraction being
only £306 5 the other case heing a local shop which had

recently heen moproved, wade laeger aod splendid new
titbings and renovations, was  dved  at Wi Fhis
penalizing syatent most be ended and the assessor put
on the traek of the man who held up kindd, kept it dle

"go that the longer i was kept so, the highor the price

demanded when the community necded it

Messrs Miller, MacLennan, Mathieson and others tosk
part in the after-discussion, and the mecting concluded
with a hearty vote of thanks to the Chalrman and
the Speaker. '
- The Highland News, 19th March, carried an informing
report of Mr MacDonald’s address,

. A special Labour Party National Confererice on Poor
Law Policy is to be held at Shefficld on 9th Aprit. An
official memorandiin has been issuad in which we read :
“ The sources of local finance necd to be considered with
& view to relivving industey by the introduction «of the

rating of land’ vahues.”

Trade Depression and Unemployvinent
By Sm Boean HarpER
THE REMEDY: TAX LAND VALUES
UNTAX INDUSTRY
(Beprinted by permission from The
Belfast Chamber of Commerce J. UrT}

Price One Penny. 2% pp. Browm owr Offices,

NEW BOOEKS

BAbridgement of « Progress and Poverty,”—As
authorized by Anna Oeorge de Mille. Wew
Tmpression published by the Vanguard Press,
New York. Special Price 28 (Postuge 24

Protection or Free Trade. By Henry Heorge,
Tibrary Edition in Mandsome Clobh Binding.
Pl'i(:{: 33, (_P:‘J-\‘frﬁ‘{,‘ﬁ el } .

What is the Single Taz ¥ The lafest produe-
tion of Louis ¥. Posi’s able pen. {ane of the
series of Quilines of Sociel Philosophies pub-
lished by the Vanguard Press, New York, and
whitten by request. With note about the
Author by Edward N. Vallandigham. 123
pages. Price 2s. 6. (Povtage 2d.)

Henry Georze and the Single Tax, Official
Catalogue of the Iixtensiv Collection nf the
New York Public Library. By Bollin Alger
Sawyer. 82 pages. Prico Zs. 6d. (Fostuge 24,

The Science and Practice of Urban Land
Valuation. An exposition of the Somers Unit
System. By W. W. Pollock and X. W. I
Scholz. Price 16s.  (Post Free)

Relieving Business Through Scientific Taza-
tion. By Professor Harry Gunnison Brown. A
pocket-size pamphlet of 25 pages, containing &
brilliarit statenient of the case for Land Value
Taxation., Price 3d. - (Post Free)

' From owr Offices.

A Free Copy of “Land & Liberty " is an
Invitation to beeorme a Subseriber. Monthly
2d. ; by Post 4s. per Annum.
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INTERNATIONAL

The International Union for Land
Value Taxation and Free Trade
11, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1

The President of the Union, the Hon. Charles (' Coanor
Hermessy, has made arrangements to visit Denmork and
Great Britain this summer, He will said direct from
New York to Copenhagen, and iz due to arrive there on
12th Augnst, Advantage will be taken of his visit tg
hold a special meeting of the Committee of the Union,
to discuss the position and prospects of the international
movement and decide the place and date of the next
International Conference.

Meetings of an informal or more general character will
be held aboat the same time during Mr Hennessy's
stay in Copenhagen. The arrangements are in the
hands of our Banish eolleagues, who hope it will be
possible for a number of co-workers from other countries
t¢ join in these gatherings. Kor our own part, we
extend an earnest invitation to all who can make
Denmark their holiday resort this summer. We shall
be glad to hear those who are likely to plan such a érip,
and in due course will give them details of the con-
templated mectings and the other events in prospect.

After a short tour i Denmark, malking more acquain-
tance with the country and its people than was possible
for him last year, Mr Hennessy will proceed to Great
Britain, possibly visiting Berlin and Hamburg on the
way. Arrangements will be made for meetings with
him in London and other centres. including Glasgow,
and there, as at all points, he is assured a most cordial
welcome.  He expects to sail home from Liverpool on
Znd September.

£ * *

Mr. Ashley Mitchell, Hon. Treasurer of the Union,
visited the United States and Canada last month. He
was entertained to a complimentary dinner at the
Hotel Astor, New York, on the evening of 16th March.
Me Fred €. Lybuscher occupied the chair, and the
Arrangements Committee included Joseph Dana Miller,
Lawson Purdy, John G. Murphy, HEdward Polak,
A. €. Pleydell, Anna George de Milie, James R, Brown
and Charles O'Connor Hennessy.  The coming nomber
of Loand and Freedom will contain a report of the pro-
ceedings. J. D. M. writes : 7~ Mr Mitchell made a fine
impression and his speech was splendid.”  Mr Hennessy,
sojourning with Mrs Hennessy in Florida, was dis-
appointed at not being with the company, but he was
well represented at the festive board. Mr Mitchell
also met a number of the brethren at Toronto; his
picture, with a suitable note on free trade, appeared
i the Toronto Deily Star, 14th March.

On his arvival in London, 25th March, My Mitchell at
once proceeded to Camdiff as one of the prineipal
speakers at the Annual Meeting of the Weish League.

Our eminent Danish co-worker, member of the Com-
mittes of the Union, Mr Jakob E. Lange, will travel to
New York at the end of July on a lecture tour in the
United States. At the invitation of the Countyy Life
Agsoctations he will represent Denmark at an Inter-
national Conference to be heid in Xast Lansing, Michigan,
and there he will speak on * Bural Expevience and
Progress in Denmark.” Later he is to address the
Institute of Politics, which holds its annual meeting in
Williamstown, Mass. The tour will probably include
a visit to California with return journey through the

- in our Adelaide University.

NEWS

Bouthern. States.  Mr Lange looks forward to mecting
many friends of the movement on the other side of the
water and they will be delighted to greet him as a man
who has rendered such notable serviees to the cause
of Henry George in his vwr country,

® * #

Mr . W. Buchanan (Winnipeg), Canadian repre-
sentative (with Mr A, O Camipbetl) on the Comnmittes
of the International Union, writes © © 1 feel hopetul of
the new movement. Surely some progressive nation
will eventually realize that freedom, and not restriction,
is the way to progress and civilization, and put a policy
along this line i force.”

* * #
My W. H. Pope,

December) -

Berri, Australia, writes (iith

“ L was delighted to receive the last two or ihres
numbers of Land & Liberty containing such splendid
reports of the International Conference in Denmark. 1
enclose membership fee for the Tnternational Union.

* The false methods adoepted by University professors
employed in imparting a knowledge of Eeonomics in
all protectionist countries, appear to be in operation
Ag apon inguiry of a
student who had completed the course I found him o
be completely ignorant of its most elementary principles
and to conceive it as having to do simply with com-
mercial exchange, bock-keeping, general finance, and
the banking system. He appeared to be quite ignorant
of the Georgeian philosophy, which wag net made a
subject for instruction. He believed he had heard
Henry George referred to, but not with any emphasis.”

* * ®

AH., of Pender Island, British Colurnbia, writes:
“1 have taken great comwfort out of vewr report on
municipal maiters in British Columbia in vour igsue of
Land & Liberiy for November. To one like myself whe.
was ~on the job ™ from the beginning, it speaks of
wonderful accomplishment and proves that the early
work done was well worth doing and has borne great
fruit.”

* # *

The February-March issue of Land wnd Freiheit,
a paper warmly to be commended to all readers of
German, has an excellent articie by Mr Pavlos
Giannelia expounding the case for the direct and
uniform levy of the taxation of land values, following
articles written in previous issmes by Dr Pikler of
Hungary, Mr Wielgolaski of Norway and others, Dr
Otto Karutz of Berlin writcs on Housing and “ Inner
Colonization,” and there is n:uch other matter of inferest,
altogether to the credit of the editor, Mr Alfred Schiar.
Subscriptions for the paper (3s. yearly or 9d. quarterly)
may be sent to Mr Hchir, Fliederweg, Hamburg-
Fuhlshbuttel, : )

Mr Halidan Hansen, of Bergen, Norway, writes us
that on the 15th March, the National Wederation of
House Painters and Decorators held its annval meeting
in Trondbjem on the 15th March, A resclution was
unanimously  adopted, as moved by Mr Hansen,
calling on the Government to give the towns the power to
repeal taxes on buildings and substitute taxation of
land wvalues, maintaining that such a reform will
promote building. increase employment and bring
about better conditions in the bullding trade. The
resolution will be conveyed to the Government through
the Union of Norweglan Craftsmen,
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CANADA
Taxauon in British
Columbia

We are indebted io Mr Alex. Wamilton of Pender
Tsland for some interesting details showing that Land
Value Taxation s far as n l)as besn adopled in the
city and district mumicipalities in British Cohunhbia
(see Land & Liberty of Nuwzr'b{r fagt) did not come
just by chance but was the fruit of strenuous offorts
on the part of Leen supporters of the policy.

In 1889 a wonthly paper called The Single Tax
Adyocate was founded in New Westminster by Thomas
Turnbull, W. W. Forster and A, Hamilton. Lomu-‘s were
posted wwul(n Iy to every post office in the Frovine
The papvi attracted the attention of the local ];mt-
master, J. (5. Brown, who soon became a sympathetic
roader at!.d a student of Progress and Poverty, He
accepted the Henry George teaching hreart and soul
Gther notable converts weve made but J. . Brown

was the greatest among thew. He stood. for. Mayor
and then Tor Member of the Provincial Parliament and
was elected in both cases. There wers throe narties
in the Houwse até that time—Government, and Tode-
pendent and of the Tndependents J. 0. Brown boecame
the titular feader 1 two other members of the party
were Bingle T Thomias Forster of Nanaimo and
Robert MePherson of Vancouver.  [n the early ‘nine

Land ¥Value

tes the mumicipalities got the powers to tax land

values of which they have since made sueh geod use.
in theso days the communities were sreall, the popu-
lation of the Provinee having since incveased six um{“\
Where Vancouver ‘ﬁd!léih a,{}—d.,lj_, and with its environs.
holds 300,000 people, there wore loss than 3,000 in 1886,
the year when Vancouver was incorporated.

Mr Brown net only secured for the mmmlpmlt!{
the power to tax land value i ohe got the law amended
for the benefit of what are called the © unorpanized
distriets 7 of British Coliumbia——the districss that ave
not within o local governing arca. He found that
unoccupied or © wild 7 land wag taxed two cents per
acre. At his instance this was changed to 2 per cent
of the valie and a clavse was also inserted exempting
from taxation the first §500 of improveiaents on farms.
In 1914 the Conservative ‘u‘imit istration, which Lnsted
from 193 to 1816, Increased the rate of the wild land
tax to 4 per cent; the present Liberal Government
has since incressed it to 5 per cent.  If this tax were
properly enforced snd levied on a sound valuation
apart from improvements, W would of course kill land
speculation ; but at present it can be easily evaded hy
waking a few improvements on the comer of a big
streteh of wikl land which then is regarded ag * im-
proved.” .

The exemption of $500 of inprovements from taxa-
tion could not be got to function $ill the present Govern-
ment come into nifﬁce gies till theu the assessors had
not been instructed to assess land” and improvements
separately.  The provisien had remuined a dead letier.
'[‘hv present Government pledged. Hiseif o the voters

“to abolish the taxation of improvements on alt fand
paving taxes to the Provinee 7 and meantime it has
got as far as giving exemplion to improvemouts up
bi SO0 on each holding and this provision in the law
is administered fainly well.

Other resulis of 31} Browns work in Parliwment
may be mentioned.  The tax on mortgages was abolished
which was o good thing as the tux was simply charged
to the boreower; and the tax called © alum,mrw"
wag repoaled which taxed the settlers when they sold
timber but charged then nothing when they buried it.
As Mavor of MNew Westminster, My Brown fought off

tie i)J‘i'}Sp%’{iﬂi"-‘ who had formed (‘f'>r'=§§uﬂ!if‘ {0 sedl
vater and Hght at high profits to the people and he
established  public owner ship.  When new  municipal
charters were under discussion in Parliament he saw
to it that other cibies and towns were saved from
mronopolies of the kind.

The Single Tax Advocnte flourished for two vears
and a half and justified ity existence. Tt did the
pioneer work, which s always so unportant. Mrp
Brown himsgeli, to whom so much is due, still lives in
New Wegtminster well advanced in vears. The others
mentionad are also of the company with Lh(* exception
of W. W, Forster whe died many years ago.

4~ 4 ¥ .
The Farmer's Programme

FTrom an article by John Kenmedy, an official of the
United Ifarmers of Manitoba, appearing m The (frain
Growers’ Guede, Winnipeg, 15th February -—

oo "Those who want a tarlfl for revenne only
are thow who believe the tariff necessary in order to
meed the running expenses of the conntey.  Appar ently
they do not ud,lmo that there are other means of mee tnw
those expenses.  That s the rock that existy betwoen
the low tarill men and the real free traders,

“The remedy. and the only remedy, is a tax on the
reu‘mi vaiue of all natural resvurces, be they mineral,
timber lands and many other xcﬂues: and no more
tax upon the products of map.  The rental value of the
natural resources will more than provide an amownt
necessary and all will not be necessary.  No man would
have to pay taxves if we took the rental vale of ali
natural resources. Then men can get land and there
is no doubt in my mind that such is the will of Divine
Providence. Then by a direct tax on all those rontal
values we will remove all opportunity of speeulation in

values created by man.  Speculation in grain has heen
severely condemned by most people and rmh’fly 50, but
whers are the men or body of men who condemn
speculation in land ? No organization, religious o
otherwise, has been heard to MM, this stand. Now if
it i3 a crime to speoulate in the products of man, then
in the name of all that i3 good, what kind of & crime
must it be to permib and support speculation in land,
mother earth, the creation of Divine Providence, which
was created for all men and vot for some men 77

NEW ZEALAND

Mr P. J. O'Regan, Wellulo‘ton New Zealand, writes
21st December, 1924 :—

“ Evidently the Copenhagen Conference was 1
pronounced success, and it ix to be hoped that suel
gatherings will take place at frequent intervals i the
future.

“ A summary of the new system of rating in Denmark
wag cabled to this country and to Australis at the end
of March last, but nothing was said about the Conference
subsequently. 1If we could get such gatherings adves-
tisedd by ecable, it would be excellent propaganda.
Doubtless the time will come when they will give us
all the publicity we require, bt in the meantime the
Press is a party to the policy of hush in connection with
our movement.

“ Although we have had mating on unimproved
vahaes in this city since November, 1801, we have not
gone the ~whole hog " for the reason that when the
Hating on [msnptmwl Values Act was passed in 1856,
it contained a provision expressty prev ﬂ:limw the appli-
cotion of the syatom fo separate rates, such as (:!mntab.la:
ail, water rates, lmhtmg rates, and sewerage rates.
loasmuch as all these separate rates are levied in the
city of Wellington., it was found that after we had
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adopted the system we conld only Tevy the general
ate and one or two others of comparatively litile
importance.  In 1911 the law was altered by repealing
the restric provision (Section 20), and sinve f’inab‘
fdate wherever rating on unimproved values has beer
adopied, all rates go upon the unimproved vahue.

“ The vesult in a city like Wanganoi, where there arve
several separate rates, has been very marked inasmuch
as the now taxation has created no little consteruation
amongst the land speculators, By the same Act of 1811
removing the restrictive seetion in the original statute,
it was provided that in order to place all the separate
rales on the unimproved value in districts where the
systern had alveady been adopted, another poll waz
TICCeSSATY

¥ After our win in Wanganui, we determined to have
su( :h & poll ins this city, but as there are 18,000 ratepayers,

15 per cent, the uunm required to sign the demand for
a poll, meant 2,700 signatures. However, we faced the
task, and you will be g]ad to hear that we have now got
the necessary number of signatures. We will go on
getting more signatures and will present the demand in
time to have the poll on the date of the municipal
elections, 27th April next.

“Tt owill he an excellent piece of propaganda i
Wellington, baving partially adopted rating on un-
mmproved values in the first instance, should then after
28 years, by a large majority, declare infavour of putting
all the ratés in the same place. The facts will be fully
seb oub in our litile paper, the Ziberator, and ¥ have no
doubi our friends everywhere will make the hegt use of
it. 1 shail send vou a2 message myself,”

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

We learn with pleasure from The People’'s ddvoeate
{Adelaide), Webruary issue, that Mr H. Redfern, who
was ab the (openh{uﬁm (@nfm‘enoe gave the Single
Tax League of South Australia an mteiestmﬂf accounﬁ

of the Conference proceedings. Mr Bedfern said © * Ttwas

fine $0 hear the smallholders (the peasants) at their own
mwting gathered together from every part of Denmark,
sing the Land Song. He was convinced theve was 0o
power on earth that condd stop the progress of the cause.”

The People’s Advocate also veports that the fiveless
Becretary of the League, K. J. Craigie, iz again a can-
didate for the Finders District. A list of twenty-five
election meetings iz given and numerous workers are
attached to the Election Comumittee. The paper
carries a strongly worded statement of the platform
naming Mr (.&'a;.gie a8 the only candidate standing for
econcmic emancipation by colleeting ground rent for
public purposes. A special article at the close explaing
that this soctal justice can only be brought about by
the tax on the vnimproved valne of land.

ARGENTINA
M. 0. S writes —

Hevigte del Dopuesto Unico (Bsmeralda 91, Buenos
Alres) for Januwary, 1927, 15 in fine fighting condition.
A cry for economy In face of a lately quadrupled publio
debt and trebled budget is 1’epeat<,d There is con-
dewpation for a Government plan to get the railways
to buy large blocks of cheap land and sell it on long
ierms to residents who would enjoy special izewht
terms.  Solving no problem. The President iz ¢ allod
upon te prohibit sale of 150,000 hectares of public land
in Santiago de Hstero, in fen lots 1 a far less inkquitous
pd.n(,!(‘!!ﬁ“ to rich investors was so prohibited by Presi
dent Irigoven. Thisis to prevent, not assist, culti Taﬁﬁ!l.
Two weighty articles reflect national vesentment atb
Tnited States pressure on Latin Awmerica, which be-

o0mes as severe ag upin the United States agr 1(‘1;!&!11‘&!1 t
even ! D Hervera, of Reissig, writes well on  Factors
of De pu;:l;ldii:m ‘rhmwh stere h Argentina and Uruguay
ought to know thhuw of that subject. The most
,»’rrlkmv news is that Dr I’m"ez the Argentine Ambassador
n imme Is giving a series of lectures on application of
the {mentmﬁ law of emphyteusis (Rivadaria’s) to the
lt‘t]mn latifindia which still as in the days of Pliny
“ruin Ttalv.” This application of Cesrgeist ideals in
revival of an old Roman mitigation of land moenopoly
may do much good in an especially uninstructed nation
which sends many citizens to Sonth America to seek the
land thev leave behind.

BRAZIL

M. J. 5. writes +—

We are glad to acknowledge No. 19 of Bevisla do
Tmposto U’fr?'r‘o {(Porte Alegre, Rio Glrande do Sul) for
Jannary, 1927, Apology is made for the break in pub-
lication since Al‘sgust; 1926, which is indeed a loss not
only to Brazil, The porteait and biography is of Dr
Angel Maspero Castro, the President of the Argentine
*Liga.” with merited praise for his great work in the
commen oause.  There are good translated articles
from various sonreces--Saint  Augustine te Benito
Mussolini-—and a staternent of the work done at Copen-
hagen.  In place of the ususl uplifting news of local
progress is & moving statement on the want of personal
and financial suppmt from the poor and unhappy whe
are ‘sufierers too greatly to cave to help their friends
against the forces of wealth and privileges. In whas
land might it not be said ?

FRANCE AND BELGIUM

Our contemparary Le Terre, which iz published
jointly by the Belglan and the French Land Retorm
Leagues, will appear in future as a guarterly journal.
a change that has been occasioned by the high cost
of printing and paper. The latest issue is that for
January-March, consisting of 32 pages of most readable
matter. There is a 1tmg report of the address delivered
by our co-worker M Bam Mever at the ngh{i Educa-
tional Instifirte in Brussels on 21st Becember, in which
he spoke on the Taxation of Land Values and specially
recommended his audience to study Progress and Poveriy,
by Henry George (in the French translation now on
sale), and the able work Le Grand Maloise by Paul
Pafitie. :

Several columns of the paper arve given to news from
other countries, including Arpentina, Germany, CGreat
Britain; Denmark, Houth Africa, New Zealand, Malta
and South Australia.,  Information published in Land &
Liberty s thus passed on to Trench and Belgian
readers.

Especially instructive for the British reader, writes
Mr W. R. Lester in a notice of thig issue of Lg Terre,
are the articles by Maxine Toubeau and Jean Montigny.
M Poubean is the son of A. Taubeau who presided at
the Land Reform Conference held in Paris in 1889
and addrvessed by Henry George. M Montigny is
member of the lrench Chamber of Deputies for the
department of La Sarthe,

The articles of Mm. Toubeau and Montigny bring out
the fact that evils like land speculation, land with-
helding, monopoly prices and housing searcity, which
leap to the eve in a country like England where land
ownership is in the hands of the few, are not at all
absent in & country like France where land ownership
is much more widely distributed. It is often contended
that where peasant proprietorship is general, the need
for land reform and especially the need for Land Value
Taxafion does net arise. It is a sentiment that stands
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across the path of progress in France, La lerre desls
faishfully with it and demonstrates how false it ds
The existence of peasant proprietorship i ne way
alters the case for the abolition of a viclous system of
taxation both nstional and Joeal. The basis of the
Yrench system iz the same as the Brikigh and pmdu(‘w
the same vesults.  That is, it penalizes the land improver
and rewards the land speculator or withhelder becauso
inxation riges or falls In proportion as land is put to
productive wge, just as it does In thiz country, As
Maxime Toubean putys it: 7 Productive work i3
the basis of taxation and 8 crashing the small
productive propwictor.”  This must be the inevitable
result whether under a system of peasant proprietor-
ship or of big estates, so long as economic rent 15 pri-
vabely appropriated fnstoad of being used for the common
wood,  La Perre deivey this lesson home by examples
taken from both cities and country districts in ¥rance.
They are of a kbul with which we are painfully ac-
gquainted on this side of the Chanmsd.

L Terre tnvites regulay peaders not only from France
and  Belgivm  but also from  olher countriss. The
amnual subscription (40 francs) may be sent either to
M Daudé Bancel, 29, Boulevard Bourdon, Paris IV.,
or to M de Wispelaers, 67, Hue des Moissoneurs,
Brussels, The journal is published at the address of
the Beigian Ligue powr la Réforme Foncitre, 33, Rue
Weynants, Brussels.

EAST AFRICA

Native Land Policy in Tanganyika

The Covernment of Tanganylks Territory  has
recently dssued a statement {FPomes report, Tih Mairch)
sebting forth its considered policy on nadive administra
tion.  There are four © main pillars.”  The first iz that
the natives shonld be given a sense of security in regard
to their land ; the (*(’{}nd is the giving to the natives
a recognized place in the body ;s(}?ttn“ the third is
that both native and nom-native preduction will play a
poart in the economic development of the territory ;
and the fourth is the bullding up of an ndustrions and
contented peasantry by a iﬂmfl] conoeive] policy of
social advancoment.

Two passages oo statement of the Tomes’ corre-
spondent are specially significant

Che Governor has given a 1:(.»1.’1.11&1 pledge to the
chiefs and natives of the country that the communal
land which a man scenpies with the consent of his chief
will be regarded by the Government, so far as alienation
o others is concerned, exactly in the same way as if
the native had a written title %o the land such as
i Suropesns have, . .

“The Governor bar made clear his ungualified
oppesibion @ any form of taxation designed to bring
prossure on the natives to leave their distriet to work
for others in arder o find weans to pay the tax. He
regards the cosrcion of Iabonr by the pressure of direct
taxation as little, if at all, removed from the coercion
of labowr by foree, and force, if reconrse iz Lad to either
measure, as the more honest course.”’

“The Tunes 7 on Land and Labour
(fatrad  from a leading article in 7 The Times,”
P2nd Morch.

“ The fact that the Governors of Fenya and Noythern
Bhodesia are abeeady in London, and 11 hat the Clovernor
of Fanganyika w due in a few weeks Hime, M.!g;{(‘“:\tb
that a good deal of prefiminary woirk can be done hefore
the hinportant Conference which s 1o assemble at the
Colonial Office in May.

* Enall, after iung(unhmun ihe eutlines of 5 common
polivy are gradually cwerging, It i brdefly what 8B

vard {drigg deseribed the other might as the Dual
y--—a partial segregation, designed to cngure, smong
other abiects, that uLafe or intercourse Bhe Afelean has
with the white newoomers shall be completely volantary.
It secures their lands o the nadives, and in these reseryes
maintaing or creates native mstitntions. It holds thad
fand s meant to be used, and cultivation s accordingly
tatght, so that a native shall have resources of his own,
1f Le goos out to work for = white smplover it is not
because of the need to Gud money to pay a tax, for that
e can provide by staying at bome, Imt because he i
attracted by the wariety or the educational experience
or the additional money
fin Kenva and T a!}ﬁ‘in“}lkd there is a eornparativelyv

staall white popalation, and in Kenyva at all evenis %,imih
have been set aside reserves for a mmch larger number
of matives than exist to-doyv. Boeme two-and-a-halt
m#ling natives have nearly 50,000 sguare miles.  The
immoediate question w rather one of giving the native
a full sense of security in his tenuve, and incidembaliy
of making sure that the land is not monopolized by =
powerful few w0 that African oxploiis Afvican, as has
happened in parts of Uganda.  In short, it iz now a
vardinal feature of British tropical rule to secure to the
natives sutficient lands opon which to live and mudtiply
in order that they may not be driven to work for wages
merely because they have no other means of livelihood.

“*Though large numbers of Africans do in fact o out
to work in HKer nya—some sixty thousand natives are
at any one thne working on private sstates—there iy
already competiton for the available supply, and i
Kewva, as elsewhere, manv farmers and managers
have a strong pomﬂ;)di interest in thinking that the
welfare of the native demands that he shonld be tpuf‘i'ﬁ' i
on to further exertions under thew contrel, A 4 x}m-&l
speech on this subject, dustrating both the tfs"}'
for labouwr and its admitbed conpection with 1
qusstion, was recently made at a public in
Pthodesia, where 2 member of the Legislative Assembly
declared @ ° They could not get a !.4b<.)1.1fi;}g class out
of landowners. Bvery native in the country was a
landowner and had no real necessity to go and work,
Raising the tax was no remedy, because that merely
madde ih( native produce more in competition with the
white man. In his district they were employers of
labeur,  Tu other conndries they got their labour from
the landless men, but Ewr{ﬂ thm-‘ had no landiess men.
The man who made the best use of the land was the
man who had the right to n, a.u{i the white moan did not
conguer this country Tor the bencfit of the pabive but for
himselt.

“In sharp opposition to these senbimoiiis,
were loudly applauded, stands the British Government s
devlaration of policy in the Kenya Whike Paper of 1923
that * primarily Kenva is an Afrwean tesritory, amwd His

which

Majesty’s Govermment think it necessary definitely to

record their considered opinion that the int s of the
African mative must be paramount. and that if. and
when, these interests and the interests of the immitgzrant
races should conflict, the former should prevail.” ™

' % * *

Hxeellent ! But what a pite it is thal the natives of
Great Brifaim are not secured upen  sufficient faods in
order that they may nob b dviven to worl for wages
merely hoecanse t!w' have no other means of live lihood.™
The Taxation of Land Values would ass: n@dh supply
the new and  additional  © resousees.”  Fancy, His
Majesty's  Government  recording  thew mjmdolf’d
opinion that the interests of the British s ust he
paramount, and that if, acd when, these interests and
the indereste of the monopolist classes counflien, the
former should provail bt The bare idea recalls More's
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Utopia. That Bhodesisn member of the Legislative
\%[’m biy struck the nail on the head when he «iﬂ( Jared
“They could not get o labouring olass out of land-
owners 17

MEXICO
The undernoted summaty of a speceh made at a
Conderence on Ameriea’s Coneessions Abroad, held at
Washington, D.C.. 11th December, 1926, was, on the
motion of Senator Burton K. Wheeler (Montana),
printed in the Records of the Senate of the United
States, on Wednesday, Sth January, 1927,

Averrosy Conorssions v Mexico
[By Mr Carlton Beals]

Once more the relations between the United States
and Mexico have reached an acute peint. On Iso
January we are menaced, according to hints in Mr
Belloge's last note, with the. possibility of a hreak
in the velations between the lwo countwies. This
conceivably, might lead to liffing the embargo on

arms, the weakening of the present Mexican {lovern.

ment, and new disorder that would destroy more
property, more lives, and menace the relations between
the two countries. Dhis crisis is the direet outgrowth
of the existence of concessions awd properly investments
and property steals by Awmericans largely during the
végime of Porfirie Diaz; that is, prior to 1910, During
the 30 years of the Diaz administration Americans
came to own 73 per cent of the mines, 72 per cent
of the smeliters, 58 per cent of the oil, and 68 per cent
of the rubber business in Mexico, this according to the
repert of the emivent authority upon Mexico, Mr
Albert B, Fall. The Mexicans owped at that iime
ashout a third of their own country ; and the mass of
the people were robbed of their lands. It is safe to
say that within the 20 years from the beginning of the
oil industry in Mexico, the American companies coni-
pletely recovered $heir original investment. On the
r.}tl.lcr hand, according fo My MceBride, an authority
wpon the lund-owning systems of Mewxico, w s book
gublished by the American Geographical Soeciefy, 998
per cent of the people of the State of Oawaca were without
property e the werr 1910, The Americans holding
these concessions bave not benefited the people of
Mexico, but have extracted the national rescurces
for the benefit of the wealthiest and most powerful
petrelenm and mining comypanies in the United States.
Since the fall of Diaz there has not been a govern-
ment in Msxico, with the exception of that of bloody
Huerta, which large financial and industrial imberests,
or both, have not atlempted to coerce and browbeab
and wndermine ;. pot s government left in peace and
good will to work oub its problems, [n this nefarious
}:Inpd.ua.nd& our State Department has proved a ready
partner. We threw our moral support to Madero’s
revplution, and then, when he had achieved power,
harassed him at critical moments with petty claims
advanced by a petty and antagonistic ambassador,
with wgly notes and border moblhmfmm util he had
ne opportupity to institute any  coreative reform
we permitied his governmend o be wrecked and supy ple-
mented by o brutal dictator supported by Englisk mpem! ;
we procesded to give orders to Huerta with no meoeans
of enforcing our demands, and thus strengthened him
in the eyves of hig "pouplc Mot satz‘:hcd with what
happened to Madere, we made the same tragedy

possible in the case of Carranzs, We blocked every
veform-—land. Tabour, electoral. and soc wl even
before the Gbrecon régime had shown its capacity for
maintaining order cwe Hung owr battleships into Mexican
wabery. » have demanded thme and again, on behalf
of Amertcan concessions holders in Mexico, $hat their
President should be a criminal bound not by the laws
of fis coumtbry but by the wishes of American politicians
i Wanhmtrhm whose shifting demands will, i turm,
be hl,pvd by the winds of political exizency and
financial ntrigue,

To-day the Coolidge administration s concerned over
dublous questions of law and petrolewn rights, but oo
short al”hf 4 to gee that the fst requisite in Mexico
i a stable governmeni wlml: will embody the will of
the Mexican people to free themselves from oppression
andl  reconstry their  mational life. The present
Government, which is the most serfons, mest stable,
and most constructive sinee the heginning of the teve-
lution of 1610, can be serionsty hawpered by the
breaking off of relations ; by the ]]fiuw of the embargo
on arms; by filling Mexico, with the sanction of our
Government, with disorder, banditey, and maeder
This  cannect - help  save  American  property, The

_present Mexican Government has shown every desire

to arelve at an understanding in o friendly and honsur
able spivts. Tf it is overthrown ]:\ our machinations
we skall ondy have upon owr handy 8 government hitterly
anti-American. No government that would suit M
Belloge could survive in Mexico without the support
of American bayonets. There is a principle far more
important than guarding property rights and con-
cessions, according to the narrow  interprotation of
those rights by Mr Deheny and Mr ¥l and that b
the peace and happiness of two peeples, sud our awn
honour among nations,  The Mexican Government
merely trying to enforee laws necessary for the socisl
regeneration of the country.

A WORD FROM LOUIS F. POST

Tn s recent letter Taouis ¥ Post (Washington D.C)),
writes : 7 Copenbagen seems to me o stand out a8 a
significant milestone alony road to our geal.  As
enderstand him, Henzy fioorg e’ proposal was bo make
land common proper ty in effeot by gradually but
cotrpletely shiftine taxation frore procuction values to
land values.  ©am not in sympathy with avy disposition
to chuck Henry George’s fundameontal principle into
the waste hasket.  Be on vour guard agaiust a disposi-
tion to confine land value agitation to localities. and
avoid international comple,\itwa. The true mothod is to
make both kinds of agitation with appropriate considera.
tion for time, place and circomstances. 1 think that the
international agitation should not side-track national
agitations, and that national agitations should not
obstruct the international.” HMr and Mrs Post send
affectionate greetings to all their frie 11d~; on this stde.
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