._._”m%nwé services seek
torical events and.ideas tha

. Midpines
Ka ‘John N,
San mqmzﬁmns

rc., ?ﬁ&mv .

o .a.u.::::.an Mt

“:Gan Francise
- Burnett Miller
5 Sacramenter
‘Gloria E.Miranda, Ph,D
’ Eagle Rock®
Maggie Pexton Muxray
Loy Angeles.
“tulian Nava, Ph, w
Z o Northridge
. :Doyce B, Nunis, Jr., Ph.D
Los Angeles
= Richard C. Dtter
2 Belvedere :
T Mrs, Virginda m.wr@
i Bana Rosa 7
- Rodney W, Rood -
. Los Angelgs
Alan Sietoty
“Los Angeles
Carey Stanton, M.D
Ciiiie o Santa Croe Island. -
_ Peter G, Levison - Edward G, Wm:bexw
San-Francisco. mz.: H_Ezr;rs
George Eﬁuzﬁ.c_,.m. R
o mmn ?mmﬁmnc RRCROETS

vds szzo
Vi ?mn? ina A, ﬁawﬁn
"5 San Frangisca’:
S ?Emm E Gwnrnmmﬁ
C2 % Gan Marine.
: .U?E.ﬁ.aicm
“i-1 San Franeisco:
<o James K, Edmund
“San Franciseo -
Robert K. mm&:mn:
Y Binckiton i
E Mirs. William. ﬂcoaaa
) Pagadena 70
:as. Isabella mm::
“ Ban Francisco o
Claretice Heller:
oo Atherton -
. Wiltiam Kent 111
S0 Ban Francisco
Willlam R, Kimball-
San Frangisco 0

S Eair G?_n DF @r%ﬁimZﬁ : :

Martha Kendall. S.S:unrﬁ, e Z.:SmEm mm:oa
Toseph Giovinco, EM.U. v v ool Executive Director: |
U George Johnson L. . Proofreader .
DuFlon Design >£¢E=Hm Lo Lo Design
Gmﬂmﬁﬁ Type: .@ﬁawgﬁrw

s Q:_?::a Hislorical n.%:? :vmz Sam @&mv m_. m:E_w:ma by‘the:
California® Historieal Soclety five® times.g yeur. Ip” February/ -

~ March, April/Maythane, July/August, ‘September/Qctober and

. November/Decembrer/January! Offige of publidation: 2090 Jack-
" son Bt San Francisco, CAL 94109, Publication number; $12020,.
" Second class postage: paid. at San Francisen, CA, Kmﬁvﬁ%ﬁ. g

“lin, the California Historical Society incliides subscription o Call “
o penia Hislory andithe Courier: §1.15, of each annual Erawﬁm?w .
“vis designated for’ the Codrier” Advertisers should dontact ithe.

1 Courier editor A 20% discount.on'nd Tates is available 40 mem
“bevs of the Californis :_ﬁo_._nm_ mc&ﬁw

.S.:::E, szis: : History Center-
“2090 Zﬂwwc: B

i TSan Francisco, CA ﬁm%‘wmem
LT 418eE67- 1848

Los Angeiss, CA 90010
ﬁu mﬂ 5A55 :

L : El Molino Vi f o
72099 Pagific: >< 21120 Okd Mill Road
S Ban mamn_mnp Pb eﬁoc Nmaa ‘Ban Marino, CA @Zamgzﬁc
L hn,z,m%é& s BB

W..&BJ.

4201 Wilshire Blvd.;: Suik Ncu. :

L2 bt

be the remains, of the Laita adobe. I E::m_ma ﬁ:mmh but’
was unable'to complete the- total effort by Ewmm: dué to.a
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If Mr. Callison wishes to make a historically significant
contribution to the Murrieta story, let him npt ride upon
and distract from the fife report put together by Frank
Latta.

Aiatha Fasme Trass apuonm snrone = oo

ﬁé@

Very truly yours,
Sig Christopherson
“Mexican Sigui”

Wright Act
Umwu Editor,

“'The article on the nmb»mbﬁ& of the Wright Actin your
>ﬁa:§m< 1987 issue pinpoints an act that transformed
California and “was of infinitely greater value to Califor-
nia than the discovery of gold,” according to some.

Dr. Lee’s article was informative and welcome. I would

. like to-expand on the economics of the act to help explain

its extraordinary impact.

In the late 1880s farmers and miners were without water
because cattlemen like Henry Miller who owned 1,000, 000
acres were able to monopolize it, In 1886 Miller won the
full rights to the water of the Kern River in the California
Supreme Court.

C.C. Wright, a mnroo_ teacher from: rm mnmsmmﬁ who
knew his water law, wrote the act which broke the hold

- of the cattle ranchers and the land speculators. He went
to the legislature for one term in 1887 to pass his water .

legislation. L

. The legal device was mHE_u_m and democratic. It enabled
the farmets to “borrow” the sovereignty of the State to
corganize thelr water supply as a Ecsﬁﬁ& type function.
The irrigation district could be established by the vote of
local citizens. Dams, canals, reservoirs, etc. would be _umﬁ
by a tax on land values within the district boundaries. All
trees, vines, structures etc. on the land were exempt.

No longer could anyone appropriate the rivers and
ground water-as private property. The water of the district
could be used by everyone. It was not just for the people
who ‘owned the land nearest the rivers. It made water
available to thousands.of farmers. ‘

During the next ten years a significant land reform took

. place. The Act brought prosperity and local development

to the valleys of California once recorded as deserts on
the map. Writer Harian Troit :..Iuﬁ_migmmmﬁbm (1956,
“Doing it the Wright Way") said “The Wright Act trans-
formed Modesto and Turlock and surrounding Stanislaus
county from a vast semi-arid, treeless tract of 81 played
out wheat farms into a flourishing green plain with over
7,000 independently owned family-size farms.”

So successful were the districts that the Don Pedro dam
(the world’s largest at the time) was built solely with the
taxes on increased land values. The farmers, not the gen-
eral public, paid for this benefit from .Hrm increased value
of their own land.

Edward Treadwell, Henry Miller's w._omwm_urm_. in the
Cattle King wrote, “the irrigation districts compelled de-
velopment ... they transferred control from the large land-
holder to the populace: They invaded the liberty of action
on which the land barons prospered.”

The Wright Act was intended to aid the small farmer.
Small farms resulted because the land owners were as-
sessed for water development whether they used it or
not. The votes for the Modesto Irrigation District in 1887
were 700-156, Of the 156 votes cast against, 150 were cast
by _m:noismam controlling 70,000 out of the 108,000 acres
in the distrie

Itis m_m:_mnm:ﬂ that this Act s..er is 50 democratic in
its impulse enjoys its centennial in the same year that we
are celebrating the bicentennial of the Constitution. For
the Wright Act was challenged in a landmark Supreme
Court case. . -

“It is communism and confiscation under the guise of
law,” argued George H. Maxwell as counsel for an English
estate with land in San memo County.

In sweeping language in 1896 (“Fallbrook L.D. v. Brad-
ley, 164, US 112”), the U.S. Supreme Court declared the
Wright Act to be constitutional; the irrigation districts a
“public use,” and validated the use of the tax on land
values as a legitimate way to raise revenues for the
districts. s

A centennial of this magnitude is worthy of our atten-
tion in this year of the Constitution and we are grateful to
Dr. Lee and the Courier for bringing our attention to it.

E. Robert Scrofani _

Executive Director
Henry George School of 202_.:.3 California
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