THE MOST

In 1857 Lord Macaulsy wrots, in the
famous letter to Henry 5. Randall, the
biographer of Jeffersop—a lotter which
President Garfield said startled him “like
an alaren bell at night,” as follows:

“{ have long been convinced that insti-
tutions purcly democratic must sooaer of
latec destroy liberty or civilization, or
both. You may think that your country
enjoys an exemption from these evils. 1
will frackly own to you that | am of a
very different opinion. Your fate I be-
lieve to be seitled, though it is deferred
by 2 physical canse.  As long as you have
2 boundless extent of fertile and vaocca-
pied land, your lzboring popalation wil
be far more at cese than is the laboring
pepulation of the old world, and whele
that is the case the Jefferson politics may
continue to exist without any fatal calam-
ity. But the time will come * * * when
wages will be as low and will fiocivate
25 tmuch with you as with us. You wili
have vour Manchesters and your Birming-
hams, and in these Manchesters 2nd Birtis
inghams hundreds of thoesands of artis.
ans wili assuredly be out of work., Then
your institutions will be brought to the
test. Distress everywhers makes the lab-
orer mutinous and discontented, and in-
cline him to listen to agitators who tell
Bim that it is & monstrous iniguity thet one
man should have 2 million while another
capnot get z fall meal * % %

“T have seen England pass through
three or four such critical seasons as 1
have described; through such seasops the
United States will have to pass in the
course of the next century, if not of this,
How will you pasy through them? 1
beartily wish you 2 good deliverance. But
my reason and my wishes are at war, and
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i camoot help forboding the worst,
“The day will come when in the Stats
of Mew York, 2z multitude of people,
none of whom has had more than half s
breakfast or expects to have more tham
balf a dinner, wall choose 2 legislature.
On e side is 3 statesman teaching pa-
tience, respect for the vested rights, strict
ohservance of public faith. On the other
i5 a demagogue, ranting at the tyranny
of capitalists and wsurists, and asking why
anybody shoold be permitted to drink
champagne and wide in a carriage while
thousands of hoaest people are in want
of necessities.  Which of these candidates
is likely to be preferred by 3 working-mase
wheo' hears his children cry for bread?

Ui oseriowsly appreiend that you will,
in spme such season of adversity as I have
described, do things which will prevent
prosperity from retarning.  There wil
be, [ fear, spoilation. The spoilation will
increase the distress. .The distress wiil
produce fresh spotlation.  There iz noth-
ing to stop you. Your constitation is all
sail and no anchor.

“As 1 osaid before, when society has en-
entered on this downward progress, ei-
ther civilization or liberty must perish.
Either sorne Caesar or Mapoleon wiil
seize  the reins of government with a
strong hand, and your republic will be as
fearfelly plundered and laid to waste by
the barbatians in the twenticth contury as
the Boman Emplie was in the fifch, with
the difference that the Huns and Vandals
who ravaged the Remas empire came
from without; and that your Huns and
Vandals will have been engendered with-
moyour own country by your own insti-
tutions "




