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MANILA, April 1—After thres
vears ag Lnited Htafes Ambas-
safdor, Admiral Rayvmond A
Aprusnce left Manila today for
home, He gave a pisce of parts
ing advice to the Filipinoz on
land reform, which he congiders
eszential o fhe progress and or-
ierly development of the ndtion.

The Philippines, he sald, i an
interview, has a great deal of
mapreducitive land whose owsners
are content ic iof it remaln idie
while the pressures of an in-
ereasing population incresss s
value,

“fremember that in the Philip
pines the assessed value of land
property is sometimes ag low as
16 per cent of its selling value
e said, “Land laxes are rarely
more than 13 To 2 per eent of
assessed value, On top af thal
the percentage of people wio
pay he taxes ab gil is large”

Sees Benefld From Taxes

AAmiral Spruance believes that
sensibly  increased  assessment
and taxation would induce land.
oamers 1o ssll thelr relatively
unpreductive property o lhose
wiho would work it more produg-
tively, The Government, he bolils,
would henefit from the increased
taxes and the nation would bene-
£it from the increased production
and emnployment.

Ambassador  Sproance  fully
realizes that strong opposiiion Lo
effective land reform measures
would be encountered, The prgs-
ent. system of land tenure is an
inheriiance from Spabish prac-
tives, The nobles and favorites
woouired tax-free lands from the

Spanish Crown.,  They allowed
ihe peasants o work 1t undey
ithe ol faudal systemn while fhey
gathered the profits of produe-
tion, When the feudsl system
went out, parts of i3 slructure
remalined,

But Admiral Sproance belisves
that FPregident Ramon Magsay-
may, with hiz greal popularity,
aouid get a landwrelorm program
passed by CUongress despile op-

position,
Mr. Magsaysay agreeg Wwith
Admiral Sprusnce, bul so far

has confined his attacks in open-
ing new public lands, sneoursg-
ing resettlement znd getling a
larger part of ithe preduce for
sharecroppers. Mg land-tax
measure s ab present Defore
longress,
A Gircal Naval Career

Admiral and Mrs., Sprushce
fiew to Horg Hong whers they
ars to board g steamer for a
isisurely trip agrosz the Pacific
to their home in Montersy, Cali-
fornin, where his retirement was
interrupted in 1952 af the re-
guest of President Triman,

Admiral Spruance has a great
navai caresr behind him., As
commander of the task force at
the Battle of Midway he is
cradited by many naval his-
toriang as being chiefly instru-
mendal in turning the tide of the
war in the Pacific, e jater be-
came Commandesy in Chisf of the
Pacific Flest and was relived §
1048 as president of the Nawal
War College.

in the Philippine he has be-
cowie known &8s & “quish Ambas.
sader,” and fov iz exiremely
rare public pronouncements and
appearances, A Manila news.
paper pald this tribuie to him:
“Harely in the pullic gye, never
in the lumelight, his successiul
discharge of dulles as Ambas-
sador is veflected in the preséni
state of cordizl relations be-
tweey the two countries, They
never were bebbar)’

Adntiral Spruance’s succesmnr,
former Senalor Homer Ferguson
of Michigan, is expecied lo as
;Ei’n& hiz post here aboul Apri
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