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THE PROPER FOHM.

To answer requests that have came for the proper
way to word a beguest for the benefit.of the Fand,
the form below is pripted.  In literally followimng i,
testators will avoid all error:

I give, devise and begueath pnic the Single Tax
Endowment Fund (a corporation duly srganized under
the laws of the District of Columbia}, s successors nod
assigme, the swm of .. ... .. . . i
Prollars, {or the following described real estate, fo-wit)
the same o be used, managed and confrolled and dis-
posed of in any manner the said Fund may ses ft for
the purpose of advancing the adoption ir the Uniied
Stater of that wmethod of faxation known as the Single
Taxa

THE DUTY OF CONGRESS.

The Commission on Industrial Relations has fur-
nished the press with abstracts of s various re-
ports.  Ten thousand copies were printed for this
purpose.  These can not last long, but it may sull
be possible for copies to be obtained by writing io
the Bureau of Public Documents in Washington.

When Cangress meets, the first duty it should
perform is to order an ample supply of the com-
plete report to be printed, that coples may he
furnished to all who want them. Tts next duty iz
to enact legislation as recommended in the Walsh
veport, especially the recomsmendations regarding
land, value taxation. Adter that. o nght adjourn
without any injury to public interests, or might re-
main in session to indulge in its uswal practices,

All thus 1s based on the supposition that we have
a Congress capable of doing its duty, That suppo-
sition may not be correct. We will find that out
soon enough when Congress meets. In the meantime
Congressmen should bhear from constituents that
ihey are expected to do thewr duiy.

A GREAT HELP,

Much of the success of the conference was due
to Mrs. Alice Thacher Post, who presided at the
meetings.  Every single taxer will frankly admuit
that any oue whe can keep a colieciion of single
taxers in good arder and close to the matters under
discussion is possessed of unusual ability as 2
presuding ofhicer, in Francisco Star.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR.

Ts vour State one that has made a poor show-
mg? “¥ wonld have done beiter had there been
a . Do you happen to know of 2

mare active work.
single taxer who has been aslecp, Then you know
Sew that he or

at least ome wha is responsible. !
she is fold about it, even though fhat requires a
solilogay on vour part. See how yich the showing
will improve by next year. Dont depend on Mary
Fels o it all 1914~ Amonnt-1915
- {/é"’r;gEg Arg ¥ oen July 30
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THE SAN FRANCIECO

Thet the Comference was 4 great success 15 ihe
opinion of all who attended. it met according 1o
schedule af the Civie Aunditorhim in San Francisco
on Augnst 23, where all the sessiors of that duy
and the nesi were held, On Wednesday, Angust
25, meetings were held in Reertal Hall on the hix-
position groonds. )

Adice Thacher Post was elected permanent Chatr-
man and Mre, Clarence B, Todd Secretary. 1
vester McAfee, representing Mayor Rolph, and
AL b Cowell for the Panama-Pacific Expostiion,
delivered pddresses of welcome,

Diclegates or visitors were present from nearly
all the 5

Dhaniel Kiefer, Chairman of the Joseph Fels
Fund Commission, reported on the receipts and
expenditures of the fund,

The quesiion came up of organizing the move-
ment on & national scale.  Afier considerable dis-
cussion the following resolutions were passed:

“(1} That it is the sense of this Conference that
the quesiion of organizing the Single Taxers of

SO0 CONFERENCE,

the United States is ripe for comsideration; (Z)
that a committee be orgamzed for the purpose of
considering this questiond (3} that a commitice of
fve be appointed to confer with the Fels Fund
Commission as to the best method of organization
(4) that this committes be appointed on or hefore
Oetober 1, 1915, by the Chawman of fhiz Confer-
ence in conjunction with the Joseph Fels Fund
Commission; {5} that in case of favorable consid-
erafion such cotamittes proceed to a provisional
organization of the Single Taxers of the United
States: (6} that such provisional organization be
based upon the single tax platform which was pre-
pared by Henry George as Chairman of the Plat-
form Committee of the frst Single Tax Confer-
ence, and adopted by that Conference at Cooper
Union, New York, in 1821, and which was re-
affirmed by the third Fels Fund Conference, which
was held at Boston in 19127

On Tuesday morning W, 5 URen, of Oregon,
mtroduaced the following resolutions, which were
adopted -

“Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Confer-
ence that Single Taxers showld hercafter propose
nothing less than constitutional amendments for the
Full measure of State-wide single tax, and that
every such amendment should be saificiently com-
plete in detail 1o be self-operative, without farther
legislation after its adopiion by the people”

The discussion brought out the fact that while
liforma Single Taxers think a
o

soene of the O
straighi-onat single fax measuare wonld have be
more valtable than the home rule amendment sub-
mitted, the general consensus of opinion at the
Conference sesmied to faver, from a propaganda
point of view, the kind of campaign made.

A resolution bearing on campaign methods was

this s h .
“That the question of the character of politieal
1 Ferred to the Shgle s of the

campalgng be _
politica subdivisions respectively o aiieh
carpaigis relate”

dw. BB Troy questioned the wisdom of the
Yoy Fund circulating the repori of the Commities
on Forestiy  appoinied at the last Conferemce

tigate the application of the siogle tax o timber
lands and te report thewr findings to the Fels Fund
Comimission . Edw. P,OE Trovy, of Califora,

Wm. Kent, California:

Hen,
wrestry Service, v
Adella Park, Washi

Resolutions were puassed expres
and gratification with the editorial and buosiness
management of The Public,” commending the work
of The Ground Hog and expressing appreciation of
the services of The Single Tox Feview and The San
Francisco Star,

The following resolution on the death of joseph
Fels was carried

“The only resclution that would have pleased
Joseph Fels is the resolution that we would carry.
the torch that he never laid dowi, but rather passed
on fnto our hands. The only mermorial that scemed
to him worth while is that monument in which he,
though dead, is, like every other working Single
Taxer, pow and always, a living stone:

“In Joseph Felsd vemoval we recognize that our
foss 15 stmply a personal onge and that g spirit goes
on with us foward certain victory.

“In the midst of battle s no time o grieve for
the fallen : i is rather the time to cheer the advanc-
ing guard, and especially her who must do double
daiy becanse her eomrade and ours has dropped
out of the visible ranks:

“Therefore, be it resclved, That our memorial
resolution fo Joseph Fels be the deterpmnation io
redouble our support to Mary Fels and the single

sing “sattefaction

tax.”
Memorial resolutions were adopted on the death
of Susan ook Avery, of John 5. Croshy, of James
Bellangee, and of Tevi . Turner. The work of
Frank P. Walsh was remembered, and that of his
fellow-members of the Commission on Industrial
Relations, in preparing for the first time an official
report to Congress, which discusses fundamental
economic propositions and recommends the single
e as the remedy for unemployment and for other
vils, Lownis F. Paost, Earl Barnes and Daniel Kie-
were anthorized to prepare and send a leiter to
ik 1. Walsh, expressing appreciation.  They
Y

o and sent the following :

August 28, 1915,

tion., Frank 7. Walsh, Chatrman Commisston on
Indusirial Relations, Eansas City, Mo.:

The members of the Fels FunduSingle Tax Cone
ference assembled in San Franciscs, wish o cnpress
to you their admiration for the feariess and offective
manner in which you have conducted the investiga-
tions enirusted to your commission.

Draring these later yenrs individuals and corpora-
tions have gained & monopely of most of the nateral
respurees of this country. Alded by their wealth
and by the brains which they can, unfortunately,
buy, they have placed themschies above the laws
and bevond the reach of ordinary public opinion.
Oy officialis and servants bave not darved fo call
these exploiters of the public o account and it has
heen impossible for an individesl or for any group
of individusls to ascertain the pitles or which these
monopolies rested, the actval conduct of industrial
struggles or the personsl aftitede of such explofters
roward the public.

Pushing aside outworn methode of inguivy, lgnor-
ing the sacred majesty of =oney, regardless of vour
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swn personal or political future, actusied as we
firmiy believe only by & desire to free the earth fov
s childrean, vou have brought to the Bght and have
ziven o the public & body of facls concerning the
infguitous means by which greai menopelies have
been created and maintained; you have shown us
the accompanying wretchedness and misery of the
explioited masses and you have compelled corpora-
tions and men ordinarily inaccessible to the public
to fmece thelr acts, recognize thelr responsihilities
and speak like ordinary men.

In this work, if you have won the hatred of the few,
the kings and potentzies of the modern indusirial
world, you have won the esteem, the affections and
the lasting gratituds of helpless millions, and vou
have given io us the facts which we pledge yvou we
will use in all legitimaie ways wuatil the earth
is returned to those who must live on its bounty
or perish miserably that a few may corrupt the
world and destroy themselves with ewcessive and
corrupt wealih.

LOUIS F. POST,

Chairman of the Commilies;

EARL BARNES,
DANRIEL KIEFER.

Resolutions commending the able and hmpartiz
chairmanship of Mrs, Post were adopted at the
cipse of the last session on August 23

A hanguer at Campi's restaurant brought the
Conference to a close. i was attended by two
hundred pe{)pi& Lowe T, Post was the toastin
ter. (mthe list of speakers were Mary Fels, Alice
Thacher Post, Telwm MMarkham the poet, Witlizum
[P Ren, lecq H. Barey, 1. B, McGauran, Obiver
on, Dr. fohn W, Slanghter, Bolton ilali.
-~ Vilson, Mrz, Lona Ing ham Rohinson and
(11!§1{‘“€ rex de Lara, anthor of © The Mexican People,

“heir Struggle for Freedom.” Mro de Lara, it may
be remembered, i3 the Mexdcan patriot whom FHe-
tatogr Idaz made such strenuous efforts to extra-
dite from the United States in the vear 1909, A
United States Convmissioner wis ready to accom-
modate Mr. Diaz, althongh it was clear that extra-
dition meant <death,  The Taft administration
alse scemed guite willing to oblige the Mexican
dictator, but a strong and II'!(LO’H;[HL popular pro-
test forced the then Secretary a}f Commerce and
Lahor, Charles Nagel, to order De Lara's release.
Thanks to this protest, The Sen Nrancisco Star
was able on August 28 o state the following n
reporting the banguet:

“Without any desire to make invidious distime-
tipms, it mav be said thai the one address that re-
cetved closest zi'rrnizam and the greatest applanse
was the one on “Mexico and the Land Oues ”
by Gutierrez de Lara, who paid a sples aelidl iribute
to President Wilson, m‘Gu] that Americans refrain
from interfering in th swican revolution, and
promised  that }’Eaf.m‘;m« will oot interfere
m the revolutions vou Americans have not had’”

Ag usnally happens at these gatherings, a pumber
who attended neglectad to register, consequently it
15 impossthle 1o ¢ s complete Hst. The following
are those who regisiered
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KEEP THE WHEELS MOVING.
Kemember that single tax work can only be kept
oty when given 'ztloqzz‘m‘- financial sugport, and
the j vh I-"'L is F“mul ]1' s been esiablished (o secure
it Brs, Fels and some others are giving their
share.  Are you giving yvours? [ not, now is the
ine 1o begin,




il
-
L
g
3 cd
-
r
[l
P
Lo

WALSH'S SPLENDID WORK,

i"{)‘;?(}l'i to £ enne
ied. 1 18 T

time in oan offwiad
SCOTTITE

the frst
gingle tax i ¥

For

gréss the

the Manly repert, signed by Chairman Fraek b

Walsh and by Commissioners Garretson, Lennon

and £YConnell, .
four

The other five membe
m oadnuttng the i
indastrial wnrest, dee to 1
LCONOITNC conditions. Al
on poliical reforms needed, such as the mitiative,
referendam, proportional representation, efc, There
was 11% sgreement  on economic rermedies.  Fhe
Walshi faction held that io abolish these evils the
~ause must be removed.  The other five held that
the caunse must not be touched ; that legabized rob-
bery must continue m!mtcrmptc i, bat that the
government should dole out charitable relief to the
victims. The reports do not use such language ex-
actly, but that is what they mean,

Ta abolish  woemplovment, the Wa
urges :

i?pm:zr%
usgble and unjust
mine members agreed

sh report

1. Vigorous and uvmreleniing proseention i re-
gain all fand, water power and mineral rights se-
cured from the Government by fraud. 2. A geperal
revigion of our land laws, so as to apply to all future
land grants the doctrine of “superior uee,” as in the
case of water rights in California, and provisien for
forfeiture in case of actual non-use. In its simplest
form the doctrine of “superior use’”” implies merely
that at the time of making the lease the purpose for
which the land will be used must be izken inio
consideration, and the use which is of greatest
social velue shall be given preference. 3. The
foreing of all wnwsed land into use by making the
tax on non-productive the same as on prﬂﬁﬁctiv’e
land of the same kind, and exempting all improve-
mexnis,

To improve housing and to promote safeiy and

sanitation, it snfrgfesm

i, The Fedoral and State Governments should
institite investigations directed not so much to as-
certaining existing housing conditions as to formu-
lating constructive methods by which direct support
and encouragement io the promotion of improved
housing can be given. Actwal experiment in the
promotion of housing should proceed as rapidly as
proper plans can be drafted.

2. Special attention should be given to taxation,
in order that land should as far as possible he
forced into use and the burden of tamelion be re-
moved from home-owners,

3. The municipalities should be relieved from all
State restrictions which now prevent them from un-
dertaking the operation of adeguate hovsing
schemes and from engaging in other necessary mu-
nicipal enterprises.

To put an end to agriculiural landlordism, it rec-
otnends :

“The taxation sysiem so as io
exempt from taxation all improvements and fax
vnused land at its full rental value.

The four Commissivmers who signed this report
have done well,

. . Af 2l
TEVISIGE & iR

WHAT VANCOUVER NEEDS.

The State Journal, of Columbus, Ohio, refers in
its issue of August 22 fo a fraveler from Vancou-
ver, concermng whom it yeporis:

“Thiz fs where the single tax has been adopted and so
he patd particulay attention to that, and he tells us that
the whole place bhas been made desolate by this tax
reform. The price of property has gone down, and the
popelaiion is scatieved fn the four winds.™

nting on this, The Public, o

adlesy o say that this sccount, hesides having
the defect common to carveless fravelers’ ta!es, is Furiher
affected by being reported second hand fo the readers
of the Journal That may account for the exivemely
exaggerated view i presents. Bince the Jowrnal suggests
that Single Tawers dissatisfied with the report do some-
thing to countersct if, it may be well to say that & was
counteracted lomg before anyihing actually cccurred to
afford = basis for such & report. In the Public of BMarch
31, 1811, on page 2B4, iz a letter from Hemry Geoorge,
Jr., in which he fells that the land value tax tn Van-
couver ig but two per cent on a valuation so low that it
is eguivalent to but the trifling amount of one and a half
per cent.. Cominenting thereon, Mr. George said:

“ B making it so low, it wanedessarily couris
iand speculation, with its certain penalty of enor-
mouws inflation of land prices, and then a pricking of
the bubble and a dead city for a Jonper or shorter
parigd.”

“In the same issus on page 290 Louis F. Post said
editorialiy:

Y Therve is nothing new about the desclating
effect which Congressman George predicts for Vane
couver if the people of that city content themselves
with the degree of land value taxation they have
now, while the exempiion of Improvements progres-
sively stimulates land values. His father gave
wearning more than thirty vears zgo in ‘“Progress
and Poverty.” Observing that in the better devel-
oped couniries the value of the land taken as =
whole is muech more than sufficient to bear the en-
tire expenses of government, the author of “Proge
ress and Poverty” wrote: “Hence, it will not be
encugh merely to place all taxes upon value of the
land. Ik will be necessary, where rent excesds the
present governmental revenues, commensuvrately to
increase the amount demanded on taxabion, and to
continne this incresse as soclety progresses and
rent adwvances,” H Vapcouwver fails to heed this
warning, let her not account for the inevitahle dis.
aster by criticising the single tax of which she now
boasts. Her plight will be due, not fo the degree
of single tax she has adopted, but to the greater
degree which in folly she may peglect to adopt”

“The warning was disrezarded, with the result that
Messrs, George and Post foretold. But the people of
Vancouwer are wiser than the Journal's returned traveler.
They see, at least so far, that the city’s plight is not due
‘to the degree of single tax she has adopted.” That has
been shown by continned indorsements at the poils.
They will vet learn that the remedy for their troubles Hes
in adoption of the greater degree of single tax which, in
folly, they have so far neglected to adopt.”

H
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TAXKATION TN CALIFORNIA IRRICATION
DISTRICTS.

In speaking of the single tax fn California irri-
gation districts, it may not need to be explained
that this refers only 1o the purpose ifor which
these districts have been formed.  Howey er, since
20me ﬁmy g{’i a wrong impression, the mmtion in
the Augus of “single full opera-
tion™ is ﬁ s {*(}mmmiwi o b‘y Mr. R E. C hadwa(‘k
of Los Angeles:

“The single tax is in operation in California iryi-
gation districts to the following extent only: Trri-
gation districts in this State are authorized to pay
for the mstallation and maintenance of their irriga.
tion systems by an assessment upon the land within
their district.  All property within these districts,
real and personal, together with all soprovements
on the land, is assessed and faxed for ciiy and
cowsity purposes, within incorporated towns, and
for county purposes ocuiside of towns™

THTY ;u(n' T

3N




