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Yot;r First_ Sfep

Whoever, laying aside prejudice and self-interest, will
honestly and carefully make up his own' mind as to the
causes and the cure of the social evils that are so apparent,
does, in that, the most important thing in his power toward.
their removal. The primary obligation devolves upon us
individually as citizens and as men. Whatever else we do,

 this must come first. For “if the blind lead the blind, they

both shall fall into the ditch.”

Soqialirefoi'mﬁis not to be secured by noise and shouting;
by complaints and denunciation; by the formation of parties,
or the making of revolutions; but by the awakening of
thought and the progress of ideas. Until there be correct
thought, there cannot be right action; and when there is -
correct thought, right action will follow.  Power is always

~ 7 in the hands of the masses of men. What oppresses the

masses is their own ignorance, their own shortsighted-
selfishness.

—Henry George, in the concluding chapter of
SOCIAL PROBLEMS.




After the Wai', Wlnat?

 Will the peace following the defeat of the Axis powers result -

in unemployment, low wages and hard times?

At presént our workers are fully employed. But a great part
of this employment results from public borrowings and expenditures
on a scale never before believed possible. Soon after the end of
the war our statesmen must stop adding to the public debt. Ex-
penditures must be drastically reduced. .

Some war industries will quickly be converted to peace-time
production, but many will close. Before many years we shall
be back on an éveryday basis, with such funds as returned soldiers’
allowances and compulsory savings mostly spent. Industry and
business will be feeling the pressure of taxation at a level never
experienced ,before the war: taxation high enough to provide for
the immense public debt and for the increased social services
recent]ly announced. :

We must not forget that we on this continent did suffer grievous-
Iy from unemployment and privation during the ten years preceding
the war—as did the people of every other country in which the
government pursued economic policies similar to those of Canada
and the United States. At one time more than two in five of our
industrial workers were deprived of their natural right to earn a

The policies which inflicted this wrong upon them have not been
changed in any material way. Nor is there any clear prospect of
such a change. :

We shall again suffer from the evils we experienced in 1933
in an aggravated form—unless the policies which inflicted these evils
upon us are abandoned.* :

*A number of economists have independently predicted a serious’
depression, to reach its worst point between six and ten years after the
end of the war. Some important corporations are already making plans
" to cope with such a depression.
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The exact nature of these policies will be made clear in the
following pages. It will also be shown how the recent increase in
our productive power may be used to give the mass of our people
incomes more than double the best they have hitherio enjoyed.

StaTe CONTROL OF InpusTRY Nor NECESSARY

For our workers to have full employment under just conditions
it is not necessary that we adopt any socialistic schemes for State
control of industry. Rather should we gbolish many restrictions
which are now doing harm.

‘ It is necessary that we make a fundamental change in our system
of taxation.

At present a great part of our public revenue is raised in ways
which defy the pnnmples of justice.made clear in the Old Testament,
"and recognized in private dealings by all decent men whether or

not they adhere to the Christian or Jewish religion.

The result is such a bedevilment-of our whole economic system
_that the people who do most of the hard and dirty work on which
our civilization rests have never got enough of the product of their
labor to live in decency. Seldom have so many as a third of our
working_class families enjoyed incomes equivalent to that which
the Toronto Welfare Council of 1939 declared to be the minimum
necessary for health and self-respect.

On the other hand, many large incomes are received by persons
who have never contributed in any way to produetion, or to the
general welfare. Some .of the largest have been acquired by
monopolistic practices which seriously hamper production. A
~ sound taxation system would make most of these practices un-
profitabie. ,

A sgystem which is morally wrong cannot be economically rights
Hence these injustices result in colossal wasies. Waste of great
areas of the best land, held idle for trivial reasons or on speculation.
Waste of the labor power of men unemployed, or working at a
disadvantage on inferior locations. Waste of the lives—in Canada
alone more than 25,000 annually—of those who die prematurely
on account of bad living conditions.

We have freed the negroes from chattel slavery only to- ﬁnd
that we have still to free negroes and whites from the industrial
slavery consequent on the abuses of taxation and land tenure. It

“is these abuses which are making men despair of the future of
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democracy and advocate compulsory state control of all industry.
They are seeking to cure the ills resulting from a wrong system of
taxation and from state interference with industry by intensifying
the very things which cause them.

SOURCES OF INCOME '

All income, public or private, must come out of production.
The two primary factors in production are, workers and land.
Human beings must apply their labor to land and materials derived
from land to make the things necessary for our existence and
comfort. They must also have possession of a suitable location
while they are doing so.

Under primitive conditions workers enjoyed equal rights over
land. The reward of their labor was the whole product. This
reward economists call wages.

Now that productive land has been reduced to private pos-
gegsion, before workers can apply their labor to land they must
obtain permission from the holder, who demands a part of the
product. - This part economisis call rent. What is left is then
the workers’ wages. The greater is the first part, the less is the
second. :

It makes a tremendous difference whether taxes are levied
upon rent on the one hand, or upon wages on the other.

THE NATURE oF RENT

There is always some land which may be used without payment
of rent, or on payment of a nominal rent. This is land on which
~even a good workman finds it difficult to make a living at all.
Usually it is remote from markets and from public services of all
kinds.

The rent of more productive land is the measure of the advan-
‘tage it has over rent-free land. This advantage is mainly a matter
of more central location with respect to a fairly dense population,
giving the maximum advantage from trade and all other forms of
cooperation. The most fertile farm land remote from roads and
other public services will rent for little or nothing; land on the
outskirts of a city may rent for ten dollars an acre or more. The
most desirable locations are always asscciated with the most
costly public services: services which are made necessary by density
of population and which make this density possible. Central
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business sites in several large cities have rented for a million dollars
per acre annually.

It can therefore be clearly seen, that the rent of land is a
gocial product. The reward of individual effort is wages. The
reward of social effort is rent. Rent is the wages of the community.

The site value of land is the selling price of the title holder’s
interest in the land itself, apart from any improvements in or on it.
This selling price depends upon the rent, and upon any taxes
imposed upon the land. Where land is untaxed, the seliing price
is the rent capitalized at the current rate of interest: with interest
at five per cent, land yielding $1,000 per year will sell for $20,000.
Where land is taxed, the selling price is in proportion to the amount
of rent left to the holder after payment of the land tax.* As
James R. Brown of New York used to say, “The selling price of
land is the capitalized value of the public services which the holder
receives but does not pay for.”

The value of land is fundamentally a peopie s value. If for
any reason most or all of the people of one of our cities were to

" leave, the land would be worth little or nothing, in spite of the public

improvements remaining.} But if they migrated to another city,
they would soon add a corresponding amount to the site value
of the new location. Even the value of mineral deposits depends

"to a great extent upon their proximity to centres of populatlon

and the nature of the communications.

Rent increases with increase of population, with improvement
in methods of production, and with increase in public services. In
densely settled communities, as in many parts of Europe, one-half
the product is almost a standard rent. From many countries cases
of rent taking two-thirds and more of the product are reported 1
The more advanced the civilization; the greater the part of the

" product which goes to rent, the product of social effort, and the

less the part which goes to wages, the reward for individual effort.

*Taxes upon buildings, etc., have only an indirect effect upon the
selling price of land. The importance of this effect will be shown later.

+When the Dominion Government removed several hundred miners
from the gold mines at Kirkland Lake to nickel mines elsewhere, land-
holders in Kirkland Lake petitioned the Government to send soldiers’

. families to Kirkland Lake *to prevent collapse of real estate values””

{Henry George cites a case in which, as far back as 1855, rent took
more than 95 per cent of the produet. See “Protection ox Free Trade”,
Schalkenbach Edition, page 178. . -
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The rent of land being a social product, greatly 'dépendent
upon public expenditures, it is natural and right that it be collected
for public revenue.*

The whole standard of life of the community depends upon
the use made of land. 'To obtain the best use of land it is necessary
that the user be protected in his use, allowed to keep all products
of his industry without public or private spoliation. It is also
necessary that the rent be collected for public use, to prevent land
speculation and monopoly. '

NEecLEcTING To Corrkcr RENT FoR REVENUE CREATES
Socrarn EviLs '

The neglect of the government to coIleét more than a small
proportion of rent has three evil consequences:—

In the first place, it necessitates unnatural forms of taxation.
Instead of protecting the rights of the producer, the government -
itself acts as despoiler. It imposes taxes upon production and
exchange, taxes which are added to the price of things and pyramided
with every transfer until people are unable to purchase the things
produced and production is hamstrung.f This is one of the main -
* causes of depressions and unemployment.

*Collecting the rent of land for public use simply amoumts to enforcing
a claim recognized by all legal authorities, for instance:—

“The earth, therefore, and all things therein, are an immediate gift
from the Creator to all mankind in general, not to any one man in parficular.”
—W. E. Lear, in “Ontario Land Laws". '

“The people of this State are deemed to possess the original property
in and to all the lands within the jurisdiction of this State™.—Constitution
of the State of New York, Art. 1, Sec. 10. '

' The Land laws of the Old Testament enforced reasonably equitable
rights to land through physical division in such a way that every child
was born heir to a plot of land, which could not be sold. See particularly
the 25th chapter of Leviticus. Collecting rent for public use reaches
the same end more simply and efficiently, under present conditions.

iIn 1938 the California Taxpayers’ Agsociation estimated that 148
taxes were included in the price of a pair of overalls, 154 in that of a bar
of soap, and larger numbers in the prices of several other commodities.
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- In the second place, neglecting the public collection of rent
allows and encourages a great waste of productive power through
forcing labor to use inferior land. In many cases workers find no
available land on which they may earn a subsistence wage and so
are idle for months or years.* This is"the second and more im-

. portant of the two main causes of unemplb’yment.‘r

In the third place, neglecting to collect the rent of land allows
the holder or so-called “‘owner” to collect an income for which
he does not work. In general, these incomes are purchasable.
Those who receive them are the better able to buy title {o more
and more rent-producing land. Thus differences in income tend
to increase until society is divided into two classes—those who live
by their labor and receive a bare subsistence, and those who live
parasitically on the labor of others. The former class are stultified;
the latter become a grave menace to the nation.}

WHY INCREASE 1N ProDUCTIVITY FAILS TO
BENEFTT WORKERS

In 1801 seed was sown and sheaves tied by hand. Almost all
commodities were literally manufactured, made laboriously one
by one, The steam engine. was in its infancy and most modern
inventions were still undreamed of. Yet the workers of that time
supported themselves, the government, the Church, the poor and a
class of idle landholders. And indeed, according to Professor

*Capital is also wasted. For the place of capital in production, see
page 15.

{These two causes are basically one. Other causes are of minor
importance and can easily be dealt with when the basic cause is abolished.
Defects in our monetary system aggravate the fluctuations in unemploy- -
ment, but bave comparatively little effect upon the total of unemploy-
ment.

}Inheritance taxes, which in some cases have confiscated entire estabes,
have been justified on the ground that they check the growth of such a
class. Collecting the rent of land, by removing the source of such growth,
accomplishes the same end in a manner much more just and efficient.
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Thorold Rogers,* during the latter half of the fifteenth century the
ordinary agricultural laborer in England could support a family
of five in comfort by working eight hours a day for three days a
week. Artisans were proportionately better off.

By 1900, according to statistics of the U. 8. Labor Department,
the productive power of labor in industry had.increased 28 times.|
Since then, inventions and discoveries in common use have increased
this productive power to at least 50 times that of 1801, Whatever
allowance may be made for occupations-—mostly forms of personal
service—in which there has been little improvement, or for the
greater number of workers who must devote their efforts to com-
merece, it is plain that our productive power, in proportion to
population, is many times greater than in 1801. To say it is ten
~ times greater would be an understatement. The government, the
Church, the poor and the idle landholders are still dependent upon
the workers for their support, and if their exactions had increased
only in proportion to the increase in productive power, and if
wastes had not disproportionately increased, wages would average
- more than ten times what they were in 1801.

. During this period the rate of interest, the share paid to
capital, has fallen one-half.] Wages have increased but slightly

*James Edwin Thorold Rogers was Professor of Political Economy
in Oxford University from 1862 to 1868, failed of re-election in 1868 on
account of his “radical” views, but was reinstated in 1888, when the
soundness of his work could no longer be denied. He was Member of
Pagliament from 1880 to 1886. His great work “Six Centuries of Work
and Wages” is founded upon thousands of old records and statements
preserved in state, university and municipal archives in England and is
regarded as absolutely authoritative. :

tWayne W. Parrish says (New Outlook for November 1932) *“The

brick-makers for over five thousand years never attained on the average . .

more than 450 bricks per day per man—a day being over ten bours. A
modern straightline continuous brick plant will produce 400,000 bricks
a day per man . . . In pig iron production, one man working one hour can
do what it took him 650 hours to accomplish fifty years ago.” :

fMarx claims that while the rate of interest bas fallen, on account of
the greater quantity of capital in use the share of capital in the product
tends constantly to increase. This is an error arising from his confusing
.land with capital. Isaiah Skeels gives figures (Cost and Price, Book II,
Chapter 1) showing that the capital cost of goods manufactured in the
United States decreased from 42 per cent in 1870 to 8 per cent in 1905.
While the census reports on which this conclusion is founded are too
incomplete to be altogether satisfactory, the fact of a great decrease is
established.
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and have decreased enormously in proportion. And the scourge
of total unemployment has made the condition of the workers in
recent times worse than ever before. Only extreme emergency
measures, raising billions of dollars by taxes and loans for public
charity on a colossal scale, have kept millions from starving out-
right. Tt

Waces DECREASE AS LAND VALUES RISE

While the proportion of the total product allotted in wages
has shrunk and alse the proportion which falls to the owner of
capital, the case is different as regards the return to the landholder.

The site value of the City of Toronto, apart from all buildings
and improvements upon it, has increased from less than one mitlion
to more than four hundred million dollars during this period. The
Island of Manhattan was sold in 1626 for $24 and the adjoining
mainland was hardly thought of as having any value; the land of
the City of New York was assessed at almost seven billions of
dollars in 1940. Here are additional examples of increase in site
values: ’

Winnipeg 1874 $2,000,000 1936 $72,274,000
- Vancouver 1867 $3,456,000 1936 $136,000,000
Cleveland 1867 $17,252,705 1936 $364,068,000

These values mean thai the holders of these city lands are
- allowed by law to collect from those who live and work upon them,
rent calculated as interest ori these enormous sums. ‘For land or
gite value is simply the rent (over and above taxes on the land)
capitalized at the current rate of interest.

Way Macmines Have Nor REpuceEn PRICES

It has been taught that the use of machinery, by decreasing
labor costs, hds reduced prices. This is true enough of such com-
modities as matches and safety razor blades; but whether or not
it was ever true of staples, it is not true today.

. According to the U. 8. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the price

of agricultural products was 679, higher in 1907, and 959, higher
in 1928, than in 1807. When bricks were made by hand they
cost $3.50 per thousand; today they are made by machinery and
cost about $20.00. In spite of improvements in mining and trans-
portation the price of anthracite coal has tripled in the last 50
vears. Mr. E. O. Jorgensen, who has made an exhaustive study of
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these statistics, says:——“In spite of the fact that the po{:ver of labor

and capital to produce goods has been advancing faster and faster, .

the average price of these goods is no lower today than it was in the
days of the ox cart and the spinning wheel.””*

These things did not “just happen”. ‘They are the inevitable
result of allowing individuals to obtain a revenue from the mere
holding of land apart from its use by them, instead of the government

as the representative of the people collecting this rent as the natural -

and legitimate revenue for public purposes. This abuse imposes a
triple burden upon the workers at every stage of production:—
the burden of paying land rent to non-producers; the burden of
multitudinous taxes, many of which cost several fimes as much to
collect as they return to the public treasury;f and the burden of
being compelled to use inferior land while better land is held idle on
speculation.

SurprLus Goons NoT THE CAUSE oF UNEMPLOYMENT

According to a report of the Brookings Institute, the total
income of the United States in 1929, the year of greatest production
before the present war, if equally divided among the whole popu-
lation would have given only $665 to each. To give every one the
minimum necessary for health and comfort, production would have
had to be increased by at least 70%. Remembering that there
are in the United States hundreds of thousands of persons receiving
$5,000 a year and more, one sees how terribly deficient are the
incomes of the mass of the people.] By 1933 production had fallen
almost one-half, stocks of goods were depleted; but unemployment
was at an all-time maxzimum. Instead of taking reasonable meas-
ures to correct this condition the government made huge increases

in penalties in the form of taxes on every enterprise which gave

*“The Stagnation of Industry”, page 57.

tMany cases have come to light in which costs of collection have
exceeded the gross tax, so that the Treasury would have been immediately
better off by abolishing the tax.

{In Canada per capita production was estimated by the Bureau of

Statistics at $393 in 1929 and $193 in 1933. Since “income” includes

much in the way of personal service as well as commodities, this corre-
_sponds to a per capita income of $629 in 1928 and $309 in 1933. There

were in Canada 35,975 incomes of $5,000 and over in 1929, and 31,234 in

1933. '
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employment or performed useful work. By thus interfering with
the natural economic forces which tend in such cases to restore
more normal conditions the government prolonged the depression
until the outbreak of war.

1t is never the superfluity of goods which causes unemployment,
but always the penalizing of production by taxes, together with
the holding idle of productive land.

TAXES ON BUIiLDINGS PENALIZE EMPLOYMENT

Directly or indirectly, to a greater or less extent almost all
employment depends upon the erection of buildings. Without
buildings there can be little use of machinery, no demand for
furnishings of all sorts. Yet the erection of buildings is so penalized
by taxation that the building trades are usually the most severely
hit by depression. In Toronto a tax rate of 314 per cent on the
assessed value ‘of buildings has been exceeded in several years.
Such taxation is equivalent to a 59, prior first mortgage of 709, .
of the assessed value. If this building is used as a factory for the
employment of labor, a so-called **Business tax’ is added, increasing
the mortgage to 1059, of the assessed value.

This confiscation has not only brought building almost to a
standstill but has induced owners of substantial and still useful
buildings to demolish them to avoid taxation. The result has
been such a lessening of demand for building sites that there has
been for the time being a reduction of land values, which in turn
has reduced the only legitimate source of public revenue. *

- Flimsy and decayed bmldmgs create much greater demands
upon the public purse than do 'sound ones.. A slum tenement
compels abnormal expenditures for fire and police protection,
health services, elc., expenditures several times as great as those

*In Toronto the assessment of land decreased from $385,514,568
in 1932 to $338,985,140 in 1941. The decrease in actual site value was
undoubtedly much greater. In New York the assessment of land de-
creased from $9,014,155,671 in 1932 to $6,933,674,328 in 1940, and in
the latter year, according to Mr. Lawson Purdy, Tax Commissioner of
New York, N.Y., much land was greatly over-assessed. In Australia and
New Zealand, on the other hand, the total site values in some 30 cities
which do not tax buildings increased during the same period. It is evident
that under conditions which frequently recur taxes on buildings, by lessen- ,
" 'ing production and the demand for building sites, decrease site values
more than do equivalent taxes on the land itself.
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occasioned by a good apartment house of equal capacity.* Yet
the building tax on the slum property is only a fraction of that on
the apartment house. Our taxes on buildings are flagrantly
unjust and a direct cause of the slums which disgrace our large
cities. .

FREEDOM TO PRODUCE AND EXCHANGE Goons ESSENTIAL
TO PEACE :

Most pernicious of taxes are those on exchange. A savage
makes everything for himself; but a civilized man gpecializes,
" produces more and better goods and exchanges with his neighbor
to their mutual benefit. Sales taxes and import duties are an
attack on civilization. :

When a man produces something it is rightfully his. If he
gells it, the money he receives should be hig to spend where and as
he will. If he buys something in another country, no government
has any moral right to fine him for bringing his purchase home.
To do so is an infringement of a fundamental human right, the
right to the fruits of one’s labor. ' ’

Tariffs are a direct cause of unemployment. With only the
most trifling exceptions, in all countries employment increases with
inerease of imports, and diminishes with diminution of imports.

The removal of tariff taxes from the exchange of goods would
remove barriers between nations and enable every person, wher-
ever he may live, to share in more of the good things being produced
in all lands. The people of the poorest countries can produce
more of some things than they require. Prevented by tariffs from
exchanging these things, they will not produce them and are im-
poverished. Given freedom, they will produce them for exchange,
and be enriched.

A tariff on imports enriches a few persons at a serious cost to

" the rest of the people.t To fine a person for bringing good things
into the country is both wrong and silly. A violation of a primary
right, it is at the same time a cause of international friction and wars.

#In Cleveland, 0., 1932 tax receipts from a slum area of 333 acres
were $225,035, while civic expenditures in the area were $1,975,0600—
almost nine times as much. o _

11t is notorious that tariffs are one of the greatest causes of political
corruption.
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Most deadly of all taxes is the turnover tax, once seriously
proposed by a Canadian Prime Minister. In the time of Philip
of Spain, the autocratic Spanish government, migled by false
" economic theorists, resorted to this tax for the major part of its
revenue. The resull was such paralysis of production and exchange
that people died of starvation by thousand‘.s The people could
not raige their families; and in less than a century Spain lost three-
qguarters of its popuiation. It sank from the position of the richest
and most powerful nation in Europe to that of one of the poorest and
most impotent, When the true history of the collapse of France
in 1940 comes to be written, undoubtedly there will be chapters
on the impoverishing and enfeebling effect of the turnover taxeg
in effect during the preceding deeade.

PRIVATE APPROPRIATION OF LanD RENT REsurts IN WASTE

Besides necessitating taxes upon production and exchange,
the neglect of the government to collect the rent of land acts power-
fully in another way to cripple production and waste the energies
of the people

The natural tendency of rent and site values is to increase,
. 50 long as there is room for increase in population or production.*
Wherever - these values, created by the whole population, are
monopolized by persons who do not create them, people with
resources buy up titles to as much land as possible, regardless of
need or their ability to use it. Much of the best land being held
idle, labor is employed upon worse land; or is unemployed, or is
wasted in unproductive, merely competitive selling and advertising.
Industrial and commereial organizations are compelled to pay
speculative prices for land; often this leads to their being starved
for capital. Responsible engineers estimate the waste caused in
‘the two ways described at from 50 to 90 per cent of the’ productlve
power of unhampered labor and capital.

Most of their produetive power being unused or migsused, and
a great part of the actual product being taken by landholders, there
iz left to the workers only the minimum on which they can live.
In spite of all else labor unions can do, in spite of all the present
restrictive legislation, the competition of unemployed must keep

*Local decreases may occur from various causes, but general decreases
are hardly possible except as a result of depressions caused by false econo-
mic policies. In the past such decreases have always been followed by
increases resulting in site values higher than ever. '
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wages close to this minimum until land speculation is made definitely
and finally unprofitable.

The wastes of land speculation are shown diagramatically
oh pages 24-29.

Tug PLACE OF CAPITAL IN PRODUCTION

Workers and land are the primary factors in production. But
for efficient production the workers must use buildings, livestock,
machines and stocks of goods. These things economists call
capital. Capital is a secondary but important factor in production.

Experience shows that where workers have free access to good
land, they soon provide themselves with appropriate capital, which
they own individually or cooperatively. But when subject to the
triple burden described on page 11, they are able to own only a
small part of the needed capital. The rest they must borrow from
its owners, who are mainly those who have been receiving the rent
of land. 'These owners demand a pari of the product sufficient
not only for the replacement of any capital impaired or consumed,
but for provision of an additional premium. This premium
economists call inferest. ‘ :

‘The rate of interest depends upon the supply of capital, and
the demand for it. But capital can be increased so much more
rapidly than population that the natural tendency is for supply
to outrun demand, so that interest rates fall to a very low point.

- The private appropriation of rent interferes with this natural
‘tendency. In the first place, the wastes of land speculation check
the natural growth and accumulation of capital; in particular, the
majority of workers, whose incomes are ingufficient for health and
decency, cannot acquire any.. In the second, there is an inescapable
relationship among the three factors of site value, the rent of land,
and the rate of interest on capital.

Capital and land titles are exchangeable, efther directly or
through the medium of money.* Thus with capital yielding
five per cent per annum, the rent of a plot of land (over and above
any land tax) must be about five per cent of the site value; con-
versely, the site value must be about twenty times the annual
net rent to the titleholder.

#This is one reason for the constant confusion of land with capital
in popular thought, and even in the writings of economisis, who should
know better. Another is the fact mentiened, that in general capital is
possessed by those who also bold land.
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The owners of capital, therefore, will not increase or even
maintain their capital unless assured of an income at least equal
to that which they might obtain by acquiring title to rent-producing
land. Capital depreciates and disappears—some forms rapidly—
unless constantly reproduced; so that reduction of capital is a simple.
matter. For this reason the reduction of interest rates is a slow
process. For the same reason taxzes levied upon capital are immedi-
ately added to the price the workers must pay for 1ts use, having
the effect of taxes upon wages.

Any decrease in the rate of interest enhances the capitalized
gite value of land, and hence is an incentive to land speculation.

- The increase in speculation so caused does the workers an injury
greater than the benefit they receive from the decrease in interest.
Under existing economic conditions the workers are better off
where interest rates are high than where they are low. Under
a sound economic system interest rates would be low and the

workers would reap the full benefit.

Even as things are, the capitalist as such has httle power to
oppress the workers. Such power as he does possess is mainly
dependent upon the power to exclude the workers from land.

THE MENACE OF PRIVILEGE.

The rent of land tends to increase until, in an advanced civiliz-
ation, it amounts to more than half of all production.

Collecting this rent- in full for the common use must equalize
opportunity. Leaving it in private hands must produce great
inequality; since those who receive the most rent are best able to
buy title to still more land, or to acquire the less important incomes
from capital investment. The result is the creation of a privileged
clags, who without rendering any service receive incomes many
times greater than those received for the most arduous labor.

Such a privileged class becomes a menace to the nation and
to the world. Having no useful function they degenerate mentally
and morally. They devote such intelligence as they retain to
devising forms of wasteful ostentation, and schemes for keeping
-the useful laboring class in such poverty and insecurity that they
shall have no opportunity of escaping from their servile condition.
They develop a perverted class ethical code,* in which wholesale
lying and even more evil practices are regarded as wholly com-

*That of the Prussian Junkers and the Japanese “Bush.ido” code show
remarkably close parallelism. Neither is much, if any, worse than some
which have appeared in English-speaking countries.
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mendable so long as they serve to uphold class privilege. In many
lands they have corrupted the teachers of religion until it became
an agency for the degradation instead of the uplift of humanity.
Coveting ever increasing power and authority, and contemptuous
of the lives of the workers, they embark upon wars.

In the past, one great nation after anotber has sunk into
barbariem and all but died out for no other reason than the creation
of a privileged class through the abuses of land tenure.

NATURAL RESOURCES BELONG TO THE PEOPLE

Harold L. Ickes, U. S. Secretary of the Interior, after investi-

gation by his Department estimated the value of forests, farms,
fisheries and city property in the United States at about $2,000
per capita; but the potential value of known mineral deposits at
over $80,000 per capita.t The lesser resources of Canada are still
greater per capita.

The proper administration of oil and mineral deposits, timber
limits, water powers and similar parts of the public domain will
soon provide so much revenue that with the rent of privately
occupied land it will make possible the abolition of taxes upon

tAmerican Magazine, August, 1943.
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production. ' For the most part, these resources are not suitable
for private exploitation. So far as they are, governmental authority
should grant only a limited franchise on terms which will secure to
citizens generally their equal rights in these resources. Otherwise,
it is the duty of government to admmlster them in the interests of
the whole nation. >

Algo the use of public hlghways, Iands for the purpose of
railways, electric power transmission, telegraphs and telephones—
all of which require the delegation of governmenfal authority-—
should be granted only on a rental basis.

The privately operated gold mining business has taken hundreds
of millions of dollars’ worth of gold out of the ground without
adequaie compensation to the people whose heritage the ground is.
Rightly handled, much revenue from it could have been used for
reduction of the public debt or other constructive purpose, rather
than for the creation of a few multi-millionaires.

At present many companies Hold idle important resources
which they have acquired, not for use, but for the sake of pre-
venting their use by possible competitors. The charging of a
sufficient rental, whether these resources are used or not, would
~ make this abuse unprofitable.

SUMMARY

So far, we have seen:— ‘
1. That the rent of land is the natural source of public revenue.

2. That the neglect of the government to collect this rent
forees it to resort to forms of taxation which cripple industry.

3 That this neglect promiotes the holding of productlve land
idle on speculation while labor and capital are wastefully employed
upon inferior land, or are totally unemployed.

4. That these two factors, both resulting from the neglect of
the government to collect rent, are the basic causes of unemployment.

5. That the resulting waste of productive power is such as
to deprive the people of the benefit from invention and machine -
production which ig their natural right.

6. That g0 far as this increased productive power has mnot
been wasted, it has gone fto provide great unearned inccmes for
unproductive landholders.
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7. That these incomes are creating a non-producing privileged
clags, which so far from being an advantage is a deadly menace
to the nation.

8. That natural resources can and should be so administered
as to provide a great revenue, which with:the publicly collected
rent of land in private possession will remove all need for any
unjust or-oppressive tax. ’

THE REMEDY

The foregoing pages have made clear the nature of the policies
which have caused and unless abandoned will cause widespread
undeserved destitution and millions of unnecessary deaths on
this continent. These policies constitute an economic atrocity and
a moral abomination. '

Since these policies are the basic cause not only of our industrial
ills but of a major part of our social evils, the way to a wholesome

national life lies in their reversal: — to take for the public what
belongs to the public and to leave to the individual what belongs

to the individual.

In Canéda, fortunately, there are no constitutional obstacles
in the way.* :

The first thing to do is, to abolish the sales tax, and with it.a

great number of petty taxes which though of less importance are
even more wasteful in proportion to the amount they return to the

Treasury.{

_ *On January 27, 1944 Representative Herman P. Eberharter (Pitte-
burgh) introduced into the U.S. House of Representatives a Constitutional
amendment sufficient to remove all such obstacles in the United States.
This amendment was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. In
any given State a great deal could be effected by State action. Similarly
in Canada any Province could do enough greatly to raise the Living stand-
ards of its people in advance of Federal action. As shown on page 24 it
would be a simple matter for the Province of Ontario to effect such an
‘improvement in living standards as would save the lives of 5,000 citizens
annually.

11t would take a large volume to show fully the wastefulness of these

taxes. The cost of collection, being largely borne by private firms, does
not show in public records. The revenue from them is largely illuscry:
if they were abolished the return from less wasteful taxes would rapidly

inérease.
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The next thing is, to abolish the eleven per cent “‘exchange
tax” on goods coming from the United States. If there ever was
reason for this tax, it vanished with the entry of the United States
into the war as our ally. At the same time, all import duties
should be reduced by at least twenty per cent, as a siep towards
free trade (with our present allies at least) within five years.*

These reforms will promote a rapid increase in production,
which will tend to inerease rent and site values. Without counter- .
vailing meagures, this increase will lead to speculation to an extent
which will more than undo the beneficial effect of the reforms.
With the reforms, therefore, the Dominion Government must
undertake a valuation of all land in Canada privately held, and
at the earliest possible time impose a tax of at least one per cent
per annum on these values.t By modern scientific methods land
can be appraised more cheaply and accurately than anything else
subject to taxation, so that the cost will be trifling compared with
that of collecting the faxes abolished; at the same time mumici-
palities will be relieved of the cost of agsessing land.

Abolishing the sales tax, etc., will tend to increase site values;
the Dominion land tax, to decrease them. The net result will
be no great change. Site values, however, are the value of a
privilege; the existence of a privilege is incompatible with the
principle of justice or with the national welfare.

*As regards industries now dependent upon the protective element
in the tariff, it should be stated:—(1) There are few such; the helplessness
of most protected industries is a pretence, designed to procure the con-
tinuance of a profitable privilege; (2) the proposed reforms will so lessen
production costs as to enable most of them to compete under equitable
conditions; (3) the cost of maintaining a few industries by means of sub-
sidies will be trifling compared with the wastes of the tariff; (4) in any case
the nation should not expect o maintain parasitic industries indefinitely.

{Existing assessments are worthless for the purpose. In five Pro-
vinces land is not assessed apart from buildings and improvements. In
all Provinces local influences prevent the making of equitable assessments.
In many important municipalities the present land assessment is less than
one-fifth (in some less than one-tenth) the actual site value. In Toronto,
a city with an Assessment Department better than the average, a member
of the City Council once refused an offer of $10,000 cash for a vacant site
assessed at $250. .

iIn a recent case the Cahforma Supreme Court ruled that “a title
deed to land is a pnvﬂege, not a property right, as against the State and
its power to tax.”
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The land tax mugt therefore be increased from year to year
until it takes as nearly ag practicable all the rent.* The increasing
revenues from it must be shared with the municipalities and the
Provinces until they can abolish all existing taxes. The personal
income and inheritance taxes, being the least:wasteful and obstruc-
tive of taxes,t may be retained ag long as neééésary.

The immediate result of these measures will be a great and .
continued increase in production. This will create.a keen demand
for land, while making the holding idle of productive land more
and more expensive. Speculators who are prompt in selling their
holdings, or in putting them to use, will escape loss; those who
persist in obstructing production will suffer a small part of the
loss they' have been inflicting upon the workers. The artificial
deserts now surrounding our cities will be turned into gardens and
airy suburbs. - Slum areas will be rebuilt Wlth factories, shops
and well-appomted apartment houses.

Thig increage in production will create a demand for capital,
which will cause a temporary increase in interest rates. But
capital accumulation will be so rapid that before long interest
rated will fali to a new low.

. Workers will be in great demand. Freed from the menace of
unemployment, they will be able to demand as of right a fair
share in the product. Employers, no longer harassed by tax-
collectors, sure of a market for their wares; will be able to pay just
" wages and still have a proper reward for their managerial work.

The prices of goods will be reduced by the amount of the
taxes now levied upon production and exchange. But there wﬂl
be a further important reduction. The workers being well able to
buy the goods produced, selling will be greatly simplified, and the

*Abstract justice demands the immediate collection of all the rent.
But the complications of our land titles, mortgages, etc., furnish a sirong
practical reason for making the change by degrees. 'Ten or twelve years
would give ample time for necessary readjustments.

1The land tax is a tax in form only. Essentmlly, it 13 a payment for
services received or expected.

IA partial application of the land tax principle in Sydney, N.S.W.,
resulted in the development of several suburbs with rio more than five
houses per acre, and at least one with only three. .
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cost of advertising and selling greatly reduced.* At the same
time workers will enjoy higher wages and lower prices for the.
things they need. '

With the reform in full effect, it will be the rule instead of a
fortunate exception for the worker to own his own home. In the
first place, the greatest obstacle to the would-be home owner, the
speculative price demanded for a site, will be reduced to a nominal
sum. In the second, the land tax, even when it equals the full
rent of the land, will be less than the tax now levied on land and
buildings. In the third, materials will be much cheaper. The
wages of builders will be higher, but the wage cost need not be.
At present union rules arising from fear of unemployment sharply
restrict the output per worker in the building trades. With fear of
unemployment removed, these rules will undoubtedly be modified

“or abolished.

Governmental expenditures will be greatly reduced. ‘The
cost of tax collection, an impertant item in Dominion and Provincial
budgets, will be reduced to a comparative trifle. The cost of fire
protection and crime prevention,{ important in mumnicipal budgets,
will fall by a half or two thirds as slum areas are rebuilt. No
expenditures for street extensions will be needed for a long time, not
until the areas now serviced but held idle are occupied. The need
for unemployment relief will vanish. Better living conditions will
result in such improvement in the public health that the cost of
hospitals and health services will be lessened. Even the cost of
old age pensions will diminish as many old people find opportunity
of earning wages much better than the pensions. : '

On the other hand, revenues will increase. M:'my govern-
mental employees will be freed from unproductive and even obstrue-
tive occupations. These may be employed in a. planned develcp-
ment of our natural resources, which in time will bring in an immense

*It was shown before the Price Spreads Commission that the price
spreads of & number of important retail firms bad increased by more than
20 per cent of the original cost of the goods within 20 years. This process
of increase in selling costs ig reversible.

tDuring the reign of Henry VIII, when the English villagers were
" robbed of a large part of their common lands, crime increased threefold.
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revenue.* The earnings of the national railways will be multiplied.
The rent of land will not at first greatly increase, on account of the
competition of areas now held idle. But as production continues to
increase rent will increase in proportion.t At present rent may
not be sufficient to meet all governmental expenditures, swollen
as they are by war costs. But with revenues increaging and
"expenditures diminishing, the time will come when even the personal
income tax will not be needed. There will then be no limit to
the earnings of those of ouistanding ability except the value of
their {alents fo the community, when used productively without
arbitrary hindrances.

The Canadian national income for 1944 is estimated to exceed
nine billions of dollars. With the hundreds of thousands now in
- the armed forces added to our labor power, with the wastes already
described eliminated, with all hindrances to industrial progress
removed, there is no reason why this income should not before long
be doubled. This would give the average Canadian family an
income of about $8,000. Any young man of good character,
even if of very moderate ability, should by the time his skills are
matured and he is of an age to have family responsibilities be able
to earn an income of $5,000 a year.f This is something labor
unions can never accomplish with their present methods, even
should every worker join. '

The power of self-employment which will follow will remove
all taint of industrial slavery. Men will be free in fact as well as in
form., The ground will be cut away from under the feet of these
who would advocate fascism or totalitarianism.

These conclugions are not merely theoretical. While the.

collection of land rent for governmental purposes has nowhere
been fully éffected, the four Western Provinces of Canada hdve

gonie farther in that direction than the others, or than most parts -

of the world.

*In this way cur natural résources may be fully developed without
creating an unduly powerful bureaucracy. The increase in the earnings
of industry, and the security of employment, will lead to governmental
employment being accepted as a duty rather than sought as a privilege.

- 1It has already been shown that the abolition of the tax on buildings
will greatly increase rent.

1Or its equivalent at present prices. Governmental monetér_y policy
will determine how far increased wages take the form of increased money
wages and how far they take the form of lower prices.
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The governments of these Provinces did not at any time collect
as much as half the total rent. But the record shows that over a
number of years they enjoyed a materially higher per capita income
with more equitable distribution than any of the other Provinces.
They came to have the highest per “capita wealth. The conse-
quently improved living conditions resulted in a marked lowering
of the death rate. By nature Outario is the most favorably situated,
Qaskatchewan the least favorably situated of the Provinces; yet
if Ontario had had as low a death rate as Saskatchewan in recent
years the saving in lives would have exceeded 5,000 per apnum.

~In Ontario about one-fifth of the land rent is collected through
the so-called property tax. In the British Islands, where unused
land is not taxed at all, the resulting evils-——non-use of land needed
by a dense population, poverty, overcrowded housing, etc.-—are
conspicuous. 1fa decade ago these Islands had reduced their death
rate to that of Ontario (which could undoubtedly have been done
by collecting about one-fourth of the land rent) the total saving in
lives would bave approached one hundred thousand annually.

New Zealand pursues policies not far removed from those of
the. Western Provinces of Canada. Its death rate is about 80 per
cent of that of Ontaric. The Alistralian Capital Territory, in which
an exceptionally large proportion of the land rent is collected, shows
a death rate only 60 per cent of that of Ontario. :

The unequalled social progress made by the Russians in recent
years is by many ascribed to their State control of all industry.
On examination it will however be found that their progress is due
mainly to their land administration, which though clumsy and
unscientific in many ways has effectually prevented the holding
of valuable land idle for any purpese.

How LaAND SPECULA"I‘ION WasTES HUMAN ENERGIES AND
LowERs WAGES

The following diagrams illustrate the way in which land |
speculation wastes productive power, reduces wages to a bare
gubsistence and causes unemployment. Whoever will master the
principles here shown in elementary form will in time be able to .
follow their working through the complexities of modern life.

We take first the case of an island, partly level and fertile, :
partly rocky and barren. A settler lands with his family, and |
occupies the best quarter of the island. We have here one population
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anit, a single family, and four land units. We represent the island
by four squares, of which one is shaded to show occupation and use.

Rent 0 0 0
Diagram A. 1\§§ 0 0 20
. il

Wages 1 0 0 ¢

Lacking all advantage of cooperation with others, this family

will hardly produce more than enough for a bare living. This
living for one family we take as our Production Unit, marking the
"land “1”. ‘There being no question of rent or site value, this
production unit is all wages. Since it is only on the best land
that such an isolated family can make a living at all, we mark the :i
remaining sections “0°’: meaning that while some production might |
be possible on these sections, under the circumstances production [;
|

Now a second family arrive. With two families cooperating, |
the second family may be able to exist even on the second-best : i
section, while on the best section the first family make twice as ’
much. The 1’ unit land is thus developed to “2” unit land while
the best of the *0” land is developed to 17, Of the 2 uniis now |
enjoyed by the first family, we must regard one unit as rent which

is not practicable. , ’

they pay to themselves, wages being 1 on each land unit.

Hent 1 0 ° :
Diagram B. Woe 2§ 1§ 0 0 0 0
ages - |
|

With the arrival of a third family the advantages of cooperation
increase. In similar fashion to that shown above, the “2” unit
land may be developed to **3” and the “1” unit land to *2” while
the better of the “0” sections can be made to yield a subsistence.

The “3” unit land will then yield rent of 2 units and the “2” unit
land of 1 unit, wages being 1 on all land.

Rent 2 1 0 0
Diagram C. 3l 2:mw 1 0
ages

Now come a fourth family, There being a limit to the advan-
tages of cooperation among a small number, and the only land

i i
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left being the poorest of all, it may be they cannot possibly succeed
on it. But if Family 1 will consent to rent Family 4 their land
for two-thirds of the product, or to hire them as employees for
one-third, we then have a typical society in miniature:

Family 1, producing nothing but. with an income of 2 units
from rent, become the so-called “best people”.

Family 2, with an income of 1 rent and 1 wages, are pi'osperous.

Family -3, with an income of 1 from working rent-free land;
become ‘poor whites”.

Family 4, with a wage income of 1, become employees or
tenants. .

We take next the case of an island three times the size of that
in the preceding, so that there are 3 units of each grade of land.
Qettlement may follow one-of two courses. If land tenure is con-
ditioned upon actual use, we have the condition shown in Diagram
D.

i
o

Total Rent 3 4+ 0 4+ 0 4+ O

3L 20 0 0
Di D 3%\\§ 2\\% 0 0
iagram D). . : :
3% 2 0 0
\ '
Total Wages 6§ + 2 + 0 + 0 = ‘8
Total Product - 9 + 2 + 07 4+ 0 =11

In this case, since there is plenty of “2” unit Jand not occupied,
only the *3” unit land will pay rent of 1 unit. Wages will be 2,
twice the minimum for a bare living. 'Three families occupying
w3 ]and will produce 9 units; one family occupying “2” land will
produce 2 units. Total production, 11 units.

But if the early settlers are permitted to mongcpolize more
land than they can use, Family 1 may take all the 3’ unit land,
Family 2 all the “2” unit land and family 3 all the 1”7 unit land,
foreseeing a time when with more settlers coming they may be
able to charge rent and become an idle aristoctacy. Then when
Family 4 arrive we have the condition shown in Diagram E.
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Total Rent 2 + 1 + 0 4+ 0 =3

sl EE 1 0
. @ &\

Didgram E. 3 1 0
3 1 'L..
Total Wages 1 + 1 + 1 4+ 0 =3
Total Product 8 4+ 2 4+ 1 + 0 =6

Land units monopolized but not used are shown by the black
squares. Here 3 families, who in Diagram D were shown as pro-
ducing 9 units, are producing only 6. While the rent of the “3”
unit land is now 2 instead of 1, two-thirds of this available rent is
wasted by speculative holding. Wages are 1 instead of 2.

With 6 units of good land held unused, the fourth family is in
the same dilemma as in Diagram C, where it was caused by an actual
scarcity of good land. If they can rent land from one of the first
comers, they can at least make a subsistence. But it is character-
istic ‘of land speculators, that they look towards a time when im-
provements in production and increase in population will provide
for a rent much higher than at present. Hence they refuse to rent
or sell their holdings on terms which will leave to the workers even
a subsistence. . Thus in Diagram E, the fouwrth family may be

relegated to the ““0” land, where, like thousands of families on
“submarginal” land on this continent, they can subsist only with
“the help of private or public charity.

In these diagrams we see, in terms of single families and single
family holdings, how land speculation keeps wages to a bare sub-
gistence and causes unemployment. If we consider population
units of thousands of people and corresponding units of land and
production we find the same principles holding. We see also how,
with productive power increasing tenfold, wages keep to a mini-
mum. *

As demonstrated on page 9, average productive power hasg
increased more than tenfold since 1800. But this increase has not
been uniform on all sites. The rent of central city sites hag in-
creased, in some cases, thousands of times. Some land, in 1800

to be classed as “0” land, will now yield 1, 2, 5 or more units. In

*Tt may be well for the reader to take a few days to think over these
diagrams, and re-read them before proceeding to the following omes.
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some cases rent has increased but little (in a few cases even de-
creased) and there is still much land unusable under present
conditions.

It will then be reasonable to consider such a case as the follow-
ing, in which there are 18 units of productive land and 7 units of
population. (07 land is not shown in the diagram.)

Total Rent 90 + 30 + 0o + 0 + 0 + O =120

0T 205E 1080 5""\ 3 1
.

- B

i

b3

20

et

1
]

Diagram F. 40 0

R

N 20

Total Wages 30 + 30 + 10 + 0 4+ 0
Total Product 120 + 60 + 10 + 0 + 0

40 0

<

If land rent is collected for public use, only the 7 best units
will be occupied. There being some «10”" unit land available,
wages will be 10. Rent will be 30 on each of the three best units,
and 10 on each of the three «90” yunits. In this case production
will be 190 units, or about 27 per unit of population. But if land
gpeculation is permitted and practiced, the result is more as shown
in Diagram G. '

Total Rent

Tétal Wages
Total Product ‘40 -+ 20 + 10 + 5 +

With two-thirds of the more productive land unused, and
nothing better than 1’ |and left for free use, wages are but 1,
the minimum for subsistence. Total production is 80 instead of
190. This diagram shows how wages may be but 1 even though
total production is 11 per unit of population and with a possible
production 27 per unit, as shown in diagram F. ;
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Diagram G, however, shows but part of the waste caused by
land speculation. In this diagram the land units appear as forming.
a connected ribbon. In fact, areas held idle are so interspersed
with those in use as to make commiumnications much slower and
more costly than need be. As large-scale ‘production depends
upon the unhampered cooperation of large numbers, this impair-
ment of communications greatly lessens production on all land.
Thus the numbers indicating produetivity should be much smaller
in Diagram G than in Diagram F. Moreover, since labor has been
kept unnaturally cheap, it has been wantonly wasted on futilities
of all kinds. So far from total production being 11 times the
subsistence minimum, as shown in Diagram G, it has seldom if
ever been more than twice that minimam. *

It is unnecessary further to complicate the diagrams in the
effort to bring them closer to actuality. They present a key to the
understanding of the case, an understanding which the reader may
develop through further study and observation. This will take
time—it took the compilers of this booklet many years fully to
understand how vicious is the practice of land speculation and
how abominable are the policies which permit so vicious a practice
_to be profitable. - For further study the reader is urged to read the
books and attend the free study courses mentioned on the last.
pages and cover,

THE HENRY GEORGE SOCIETY
Howarp Hoga, President.

THE HENRY GEORGE FOUNDATION
OF CANADA
d. H. L. PATTERSON, President.

SCHOOL OF ECONOMIC SCIENCE
ErnEsT J. FARMER, President.

*The per capita income of all Canadians in 1933 was less than 325
per month. The $20 per month allowed old age pensioners was officially
admitted to be inadequate.
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SOME ADVOCATES OF GEORGISTS PRINCIPLES

The principles outlined in tius booklet are known as “Georgist”,
in honor of the great American philosopher and economist,
HENRY GEORGE. Henry George was conspicuous not only
for the force and clarity of his economic reasoning, but for his
courageous and unswerving devotion to the Christian ethical
principles on which his whole philosophy rests. The following
quotation expresses the innermost core of his convictions:

“Individuals and classes can obtain their just rights only by

'struggling for the rights of others. Herein do we see the deep

philosophy of Him who said ‘Love your mneighbor as yourself’
In this spirit and in no other is the power to solve social problems
and carry civilization onward”. - )

Again he said: ““We are surer we see 2 star if others see it
also.” All down the ages the truth which he enunciated has been
declared by other great thinkers. Among these we mention:

Mosgs: (Lev. 25:23). “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity”.
(Under his code the land might be sold only for a limited time, until the
year of Jubilee.) ' b

Mencrus, disciple of Confucius, (372 B.C.) urged rulers:—"If in
the market-place he levy a ground-rent on the shops but do not tax the
goods . . . then all the merchants of the empire will be pleased and will
wish to have their goods in his market-place.” (Miles Menander Dawson,
“fthics of Confucius.”)

Patrick E. DovE, author of *The Theory of Human Progression.”'
The PaysiocraTs of the French Republic.

THoMAS. JEFFERSON: ‘“Whenever there are in any country unculti-
vated lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property
have been so far extended as to violate natural rights.” .

WiLLiaM Prrr, Earl of Chatham: ““There is a method by whieh you
can tax the last rag from the back and the last bite from the mouth with-
out causing a murmur against high taxes, and that is to tax a great many
articles of daily use and necessity so indirectly that the people will pay
them and not know it. Their grumbling will ‘be of the hard times, bui
they will not know that the d times are caused by tazation.”

Tizomas PAINE: “Men did not make the earth . . . it is the value of
the improvement only, and not the earth itself that is individual property.”

ATEXANDER Hamrrron, THOMAS SPENCE. .

CARDINAL Manning: “The land question means hunger, thirst,
nakedness, notice to quit, labor spent in vain, the toil of years seized upoun,
the breaking up of homes, the miseries, the sicknesses, deaths of parents,
children and wives; despair and wildness which gpring up in the hearts
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of the poor when legal force like a share harrow goes over the most sensitive
and vital rights of mankind. All in contained in the land question.”

ABraHAM LainNcorN: ““The land, the earth God gave to man for his
home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man,
corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than air or water,
if as rouch. W )

“An individual or company or enterprise requiring land should hold
no more than is required for their home and sustenance, and no more than
they have in actual use in the prudent management of their business;
and this should not be permitted when it creates monopoly. Al that is
is not so used should be held for the free use of every family to make.
homesteads, and to hold as long as they are so occupied.”

' Among the prominent people who since his time have publicly praised
Henry George or endorsed his writings, we mention a few narnes and in
some cases add a quotation:

STATESMEN

WingroN CHURCHILL: “Land monopoly is not the only monopoly
there is, but it is by far the greatest—it is perpetual.-monopoly, and is
the mother of all others. Land, which is a necessity of human existence,
which is the original source of all wealth, is strictly limited in extent and
fixed in geographical location—land, I say, differs from all cther forms of
property, in these primary and fundamental conditions.”

Davip Lroyp GrorgE: “It is all very well to produce ‘Housing
of working class’ bills; they will never be effective until you tackle the b
taxation of land values.” :

ViscOoUNT SNowpeN: “There never was a time when the need was -
greater than today for the application of the philosophy and the ‘principles i
of Henry George to the economic and political conditions which are scourg- '
ing the world.” T

Sir Starrorp CRIPPS: “Free-Money and Free-Land, with the .
nationalization of the Bank of England, will become a reality as soon as j i
i

the Labor Party again gains control of the Government. Free-Land is
for us a matter of course.”

|
TaeopoRE RooseveLT: “The burden of municipal taxation should
be so shifted as to put the weight of taxation upon the unearned rise in
value of the land itzelf, rather than upon the improvements.”
i
|

Franeon D. RooseverT: “For the sake of our returning sailors and
soldiers, the Nation can also be grateful that the men who fought for
(and) reclamation combined their foresight with courage. They wanted
to use the public domain to provide opportunities for life and usefulness
for large numbers of independent farmers, so they wrote anti-land monopoly
into the reclamation laws.—They wanted no speculators to reap all the
value of government investment, not to burden the homeseekers with the |
weight of heavy mortgages, so.they wrote anti-land speculation pro- il
visions into the basic law.” ‘

Woobrow WiLsoN: “All the country needs is a new and sincere
thought in politics; coherently, distinctly and boldly uttered by men who
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are sure of their ground. The power of men like Henry George seems 10
me to mean that.”

Louis BraNpErs, Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court: *“] cannot
disagree with Henry George. I believe in the taxing of land values
only.” .

HEngY Warrace, U.S. Vice-President: “‘Sometimes I think land
speculation is a plague more terrible than drought and insect pests and
almost as bad as war itself.” |

Ricer HoN. GrorecE LansBury, M.P.: “Henry George and his

.great book ‘Progress and Poverty’ made a great impression upon me.

Fis clear thinking and writing, when setting forth the diagnosis of the
economic and social distress which has accompanied civilization down the
ages, alone makes his work instructive and valuable to all students.”

Lorp WILLINGDON, once Governor-General of Canada: “That
great American citizen, Henry George; a great economist, a great reform-
er.”

Srr Winrrip Lavrier: I am a firm believer in the principles and
philosophy of Henry George.” . ‘ .

ARTHUR W. ROEBUCE, former Attorney-General of Ontario: “An
intelligent and industrious people endowed with great natural resources
is assured of plentiful employment and a high standard of living, unless
indeed the resources are denied to use by the price or rent at which they
are held. Henry George described the offective procedure by which
nature’s gifts may be made available to the nation’s workers, the key to
profitable business, abundant employment and general prosperity.”

NewronN D. BARER, Secretary of War under President Wilson: “1
am inclined to believe that no writer of our time has had a more profound
influence upon the thinking of the world. I have read "Progress and
Poverty’ several titnes, and have always felt that for beauty of style,
¢elevation of spirit and weight of argument, that it is one of the. great-
est books written in my lifetime.” -

Sun Yar Sen: I intend to devote my future to the promotion of
the welfare of the Chinese people as a people. The teachings of your
Single Taxer, Henry George, will be the basis of our program of reform.”
{Spoken in 1912). )

(China’s CH1aNG KAr-SHEK has announced that he intends to model
the New China on the theories of Henry George—the neglected American.”
—Dorcthy Thompson. o

WiLLiaM GayNor, Mayor of New York City: “Farewell, Henry
George! Great, honest, pure heart and brain, farewelll Now that you
are gone people will come to know that you are one of the few men of the
age to survive.” ' ]

Lorp WenGwoob, once Governor of Kenya; Sir PrrcY GIROUARD,
Canadian-born Governor of Northern Nigeria; N. W. RowgLL, Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada; J. DEACHMAN, prominent Cana-
dian Liberal M.P., etc. ' ’
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AUTHORS

Leo Torstor, whose works have sold more than fifteen miliion copies:
“If T were Czar, I would put the Henry George system into operation
and then cail a constitutional convention and abdicate.” ““There is no
answer to Henry George. People do not argue with his teaching, they
gimply ignore it.” S :

GroRGE BERNARD Smaw: I went one night 16 a hall in London
and heard a man deliver a speech which changed the current of my life.
The man was Henry George.” : ‘

ELBERT HueBagp: “Of all modern prophets and réformers, Henry
George is the one whose arguments are absolutely unanswerable and
whose forecasts are sure.”

KatmierN Nomris: “Anyone who really fears a revolution in
America, ought to re-read Henry George’s ‘Progress and Poverty, one
of the greatest social documents of all time.”

JoaN RusseLL YouNg, President of the White House Correspondents”

Association: “Henry George lived only to benefit his fellow men. He will
live as long as integrity, piety and courage are honored among men.”

Max Hirsce, Australian writer on sociological subjects: ““This, the
ideal of Henry George, is what I would place before our people, instead of
the will-o’-the-wisp of Socialistic despotism.” :

WiLLiaM ALLEN WHITE, Chairman of the Committee to Defend
America by Aiding the Allies: T believe Henry George started more
men to thinking seriously and competently about public problems, and
especially problems of taxation, than any other American in one hundred
years.” .

SamueEL CoeMENS (“*Mark Twain”), DoroTBY THOMPSON, etc.

- EDUCATIONALISTS

NicaoLAS MURRAY BuTLER, President of Columbia University: “It
is half'a century since no inconsiderable part of the world was plunged into
vigorous and excited controversy over the thesis and arguments of a book
by Henry George; he called it ‘Progress and Poverty.” The very title
was ‘abundant in challenge and the argument in the book was more chal-
lenge still. It may be said at once that so far as Henry George pointed

to privilege as unbecoming, an unfair and indeed disastrous accompani- -

ment to progress, his teaching has passed into economic theory every-
where.” ' ' _ .
JouN DEwey, of Columbia University: ‘It would require less than
the fingers of two hands to enumerate those, who, from Plato down, rank
with Henry George, one of the world’s greatest philosophers.” . .. “As
a beginning of the first steps toward permanent recovery there should
be a nation-wide revival of interest in the writings of Henry George, and
an enlightenment of public opinion, so that our representatives in Legis-
 latures and public places be compelled to adopt the changes he urged.”
IrviNg Fisaer, of Yale University: I favor the gradual reduction,
as far as possible, of the tax burden on industry and labor; and taking
instead the economic rent of the bare land.”
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H. J. Davenport, Cornell University: “Nor is the fiscal retention
of bare-land rent to be considered a tax; being the rightful collection of
revenue from the social estate, it is therefore not taxation, but, to its
extent, displaces and avoids taxation.”

T. N. CarveEr, Harvard University: “T,ocation value, however, is
a different thing. It seems {0 me a good subject for gpecial taxation.”

Frang D. GramaM, Princeton University: ““The approach to scienti-
fic taxation involves a shifting of the burden from productive industry,
where it now Hes, to such incomes as those which are in truth unearned.”

James R. Brown: “‘Our present tax gystem is shot through with
grand and petty larceny from top to bottomn.”

Hon. GrorcE Fowrps, New Zealand Minister of Education: “Single
Tax simply means the bringing of human institutjons into harmony with
natural or Divine law.”

CHURCHMEN

Dr. WiLrLiam TempLE, Axchbishop of Canterbury: *QOur present
treatment of land and buildings placed upon it strikes me as peculiarly
‘topsy-turvy’. If a landlord neglects his property and it falls into bad
condition, the rates are reduced, while if hé improves his property and’
so does a gervice to society the rates are increaged. But if the rates were
levied upon the land itself and not upon the buildings placed upon it,
there would always be the inducement to make the property as good as
possible in order that the best return be received upon it.”

Rev. Dr. McGLyNN, famous Roman Catholic priest of New York
City: I bave taught and will continue to teach that land is rightly the

- property of the people in common, and private ownership of land is against

natural justice, no matter by what civil or ecclesiastical law it may be

ganctioned.” ‘
Dr. Taomas NuLry, Bishop of Meath, Ireland: ““The land of every

country is the gift of the Creator to the people of that country; it is the

- gift and inheritance bequeathed to them by their Common Father, out

of which they can by continuous labor and toil, provide themselves with
everything they require for their inaintenance and support, for their
material comfort and enjoyment. -

¢The land therefore of every country is the common property of the
people of that country, because its real owner, the Creator, who méde it
has transferred it as a voluntary gift to them.

“Now as every individual in that country is a creature and a child
of God, and as all His creatures are equal in His sight, any settlement
of the land of that country that would exclude the humblest man from his
share in the common herifage, would not only be an injustice and a wrong
to that man, but would be an impious vesistance to the benevolent in-
tentions of his Creator.”

ScIENTISTS, INDUSTRIAL LEADERS, OraER CELEBRITIES

ArsErT BiNsTEIN: “Men like Henry George are rare, unfortunately.
One cannot imagine a more beautiful combination of intellectual keenness
and fervent love of justice. Every line is written as if for our generation.
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Our generation has many and important things to learn from Henry -

George.” .

Henry Forp: “We ought to tax idle land the way Henry George
said —tax it heavily so that its owners would have to make it productive.”

CHARLES INGERsorL, famous watch manufacturer: “The only
trouble with capitalism is that, like Christianity, it has never been tried.
What we have is not capitalism, but monopolism.”, .

Francis L. Duront: “Were there no taxes on land, then it might be
held in such large tracts that an even worse ‘artificial scarcity’ would
result . .. In the modern world, especially in the United States, even
the light taxes levied on land are a great protection against the growth of
such a tyranny as that of ancient Italy.” = =

SURGEON-GENERAL (GORGAS, most famous of American sanitary
engineers: “The single tax would be the means of bringing about the
sanitary conditions I so much desire.”

ArTHUR S. THOMPSON, M.D.: *It requires reflection fo see that
manifold effects result from a single cause and that the remedy for a
multitude of evils may lie in a single reform. Two simple reforms banished
unemployment and venereal diseases from Russiz. Treating the natural
resources as public property made possible abundant employment for all
at good wages. Paying women the same wages as men for the same work
established the economic independence of women, removing all necessity
for selling their bodies in order to live. ’

“The moral and social good these {wo simple reforms have accom-
plished in Russia, can be obtained in Canada under our present system of
government in a better and simpler way through the Henry George
philosophy, securing employment for all at good wages, without restricting
individual initiative and freedom.” :

CrLArReNcE Darrow: “Henry George is one of the real prophets.
He wrote 2 profound book on Political Economy, that is readable to the
_ordinary man.” '

FranceEs E. WitLarD: “I see in Henry George’s proposal an effort
to establish a principle, which when established will do more to lift
humanity from the slough of proverty, crime and misery than all else;
and in this I recognizeé it as one of the greatest forces working for temper-
ance and morality.” 5

~ Heren Kerier: “It was because Henry George steeped the subject
in the splendor of his soul, that we hear in his words an irresistible call
for justice to all men ™
' J. Rupert Mason, of San Francisco: “Only if we abolish the privilege
of holding land for Iess than its true rental value can we hope to produce
enough ‘guns and butter’ and escape total regimentation. Both our
governments can do this, any time our people demand it. What are
we waiting for?”

Josera FELS, celebrated Jewish philanthropist; Lawson PurDY,
Assessment Commissioner of New York, N.Y.; Senator LEwis; J. W.
BengoucH, Editor of “Grip” and noted cartoonist; PETER WrITT of
Cleveland; H. B. Cowan, of the International Research Committee on
Real Estate Taxation, etc., ete.
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ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND PERSONS
from seventeen to seventy, have taken the courses -
of the HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL
SCIENCE with profit and enjoyment.

Join ‘one of these discussion groups now!

If there is none in your locality, start one. Write
to any of the listed organizations for lesson helps.

‘ Experienced leaders are an advantage, but any
group of intelligent. people can provide sufficient
leadership from among themselves, using the Manuals
and Lesson Helps provided by the HENRY

GEORGE SCHOOLS.
Vou could start a study group in your own home.

Co-Op. Societies, Home and School, and other
organizations find these courses a basis for interest-
ing and profitable discussions, leading to a clearer
understanding of .pressing problems. '

Write for suggestions to

THE SCHOOL OF ECONOMIC SCIENCE
INCORPORATED o

091 Bay STREET, TORONTO 5, ONTARIO
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Circulate This Booklet
Among Your Friends

Leading economists foretell a serioﬁg' ‘depression, to be
at its worst within ten years from the close of the war.

Important corporations are now laying plans, to cope
with such a depression.

If things are let drift, this depression will coﬁ:e- and be
more damaging than that of the ‘hungry thirties.’ Dis-
orders amounting to civil war are possible.

CAPTER THE WAR, WHAT?' shows how we can
command a steady improvement in living conditions.
WRITE THE SCHOOL OF ECONOMIC SCIENCE, 991
Bay Street, Toronto 5, Ontario, for copies of this booklet.

Five to different addresses, $1.00.
Seven copies to one address, $1.00.
Send copies to your friends in the armed forces.

SCHOOL. OF ECONOMIC SCIENCE,
INCORPORATED
991 Bay STrREET, TORONTO 5, ONTARIO

_Enclosed find P.M.O. for §.... .......... for whiéh

1. Pleasesendme........ copies of “After the War, What?”
Seven copies to one address........... $1.00
Five copies to different addresses....... " $1.00

" 9. Please send me suggestions for organizing a group for
- the study of Economic and Social Science.

3. Please send me information about the publications and
work of the Henry George Society. '
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READ THESE BOOKS!

PROGRESS AND POVERTY by Henry George.
PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE? by Henry George.

THE SCIENCE OF POLITICAL ECONOMY by Henry George.
ECONOMICS SIMPLIFIED by Dr. E. E. Bowen.

When' enough intelligent people study these books, there will
soon be a great improvement in living standards on this continent.
They are published by the Schalkenbach Foundation, 50 BEast
69th:St., New York, at $1 each. Tn Canada, copies may be ordered
from the School of Economic Science, 991 Bay St., Toronto 5,
at the same price. o

The following imstitutions give free courses (class and corre-
spondence) for the study of the above and other important books:

CANADA
The ScHOOL OF KECONOMIC SCIENCE, Room 13, 991 Bay St.,
Toronto 5. (Incorporated under the provisions of the Ontario
Companies’ Act.) : '

Extension Secretaries: ‘ _
Robert Wynne, 80 Victoria Ave. 8., Hamilton, Ont.

H. G. Barber, 24 Lisgar St., Ottawa.”
M. H. Moffatt, 20 Roxborough Ave., Oshawa.

The HENRY (JEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE, Room 303,
1502 St. Catherine West, Montreal. (Under Quebec Provincial
Charter). L
L UNITED STATES .

The HENRY GEORGE SCHOQL OF SociaL SciENcE, 50 East
69th St., New York. (Chartered by the University of the State of
New York.) Extensions in more than 200 cities and towns.

The HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SociAL ScIeNcE, 236 N. Clark
St., Chicago. (Incorporated). i

The HENRY GEORGE SCHOCL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE OF New
Jersgy, 1 Clinton St., Newark. (Incorporated.)

BRITAIN :
ScgooL OF EcoNOMIC SCIENCE, 11 Suffolk St., Haymarket,
London S.W. )

CIRCULATE THIS BOOKLET AMONG YOUR FRIENDS!
Five copies of “AFTER THE WAR, WHAT?”? mailed to
different addresses, one dollar. - Seven copies to the same address,

one dollar. = K
THE Scaool oF ECONOMIC SCIENCE, 921 Bay 8t., Toronto 5, Ont.
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Power

~ As man is so constituted that it is utterly impossible
for him to attain happiness save by seeking the happiness
of others, so does it seem to be of the nature of things that
individuals and classes can obtain their own just rights
only by struggling for the rights.of others .

Those who are most to be considered, those for whose
help the struggle must be made, if labor is. to be enfran-
chised, and social justice won, are those least able to help or
struggle for themselves, those who have no advantage of
property or skill or intelligence,-—the men and wormen who
are at the very bottom of the social scale. In securing the
equal rights of these we shall secure the equal rights of all.

. And herein may we see the deep philosophy of Him
Who bade men love their néighbors as themselves. In this
spirit, and in no other, is the power to solve social problems
and carry civilization onward. s

—Henry George, in the concluding chapter of
'~ SOCIAL PROBLEMS. -
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There wq¥ a man that could ioo‘c no way but downwards, with a muck
rake in his hand. There stood also one over his head, with a celestial crown in
his hand, and proffered him that crown for his muck rake; but the man did

neither lock up nor regard, but raked to himself the dirt and dust of the Foor.
~Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress.
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Churchili

Roosevelt

Laurier
Lincoln
Einstein
Ford
Tolstoi

Gorgas

Do you know these names 7 See on pages 30-35

what these men have fo say about the subject
matter of this booklet.




