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care and supervision from the cradle to
the grave.

The commune “shall promote cultural,
recreational and sports activities among
the masses, so as to form Communist
people healthy in body and in mind.”

Existing houses belonging to members
of the commune may be dismantled at
will, and the bricks, tiles and timber
used by the commune to put up common
barracks.

The commune is i¢ operate under the
close direction and supervision of Gov-
ernment authorities, who will pass on
all important decisions. The regulations
provide that the commune’s plans “must
be submitted to the state planning or-
ganizations and other departments con-
cerned for examination, endorsement
and balancing before being put into
practice.”

Food io be free—iafer. Members of
the commune are promised that when
enough grain is grown, they will be sup-
plied with food iree of charge, “accord-
ing to the standards laid down by the
state and the number of members in
cach family, irrespective of the num-
ber of family members who are able to
work.”

In fact, Red China’s Communist Party
Ceniral Committee has specifically stated
that the communes are to pave the way
for a completely Communist type of so-
ciety, where citizens will be paid ac-
cording to the principle: “from each ac-
cording to his abilities, to each according
to his needs.”

But such a state of affairs, which pre-
supposes an abundance of consumer
goods, seems far away. Meanwhile, the
system of communes is to make it casier
for Red planmers to regiment China's
peasants—and to restrict their consump-
tion to a minimum—in the interest of
speedy industrialization. A recent direc-
tive by the Ministry of Food specifically
orders the peasant collectives to put aside
“sufficient wheat to enable their mem-
bers to live up to the next harvest, but
no more.”

End of peasantry? Under the com-
mune system, the peasants will lose own-
ership of their land, their houses and
their livestock and will be shifted as
needed from farming to indusiry and
back again. They will cease to be peas-
ants in the traditional sense. In this way,
Mao hopes, they will lose their attach-
ment to the land, which has been the
basis of a spirit of independence.

Through the communes, Mao hopes
to free China’s 300 million women—half
the population—from traditional house-
hold chores, so they can be put to work

in production. Until recently, the official -

line was that housework is just as “glori-
ous’ as other kinds of work. Now, the
line has shifted, and housework is being

described by Peiping's propagandigts as
“trivial and dull”

Women are being put to work in every -
occupation outside the home—from pub-
M lavedering to road building. At the
same time, public canteens, public nur-
series and “tailoring teams”—designed to
free women from the tasks of ceoking,
caring for babies and sewing clothes for

. their familics—are being developed.

Threat fe the fomily. This develop-
ment threatens to break up the family—
a mainstay of old China. What is happen-
ing to the family is revealed by telitale
signs—such: as the introduction of a prac-
tice known as the “Saturday night”
system. Under that system, all but one
of the married wornen workers who live
in a2 dormitory sleep elsewhere on Satur-
day nights,” so that each week one of
them, by turn, may have some privacy
‘with her husband. -

More ond more work. A nation-wide
campaign' is under way to induce - the
masses to tighten their belts, to agree to
less consumption and more investment.
Mass “debates” are being staged with
the purpose of correcting the “rightist
ideas” of those who expect industriali-
zation to result in a higher standard of
living. Attempts have been made to
lengthen the work week of 48 hours.

All household property is being na-
tionalized. Householders must register—
and be ready to give up—the iron gates
of their gardens, superfluous metal ar-
ticles in the home, even spare bricks and
tiles. _

Policies such as these are bound to de-
press still further a standard of living
which is already among the lowest in
the world. : '

A typical industrial worker I Peiping
earns less than $28 a month to support
himself and his family. A peasant family
of six in Hunan Province was found by
a recent survey to be earning $22 per
head a year.

Rotions are meager. Each Chinese
gets a monthly ration of about 25 pounds
of riee, half a pound of sugar and 35
pounds of flour. About 40 cents” worth of
pork is allowed a month for a whole
family. Each person is given about 9
yards of low-quality cotton cloth a year.

Everything except basic necessities is
beyond the means of the average Chi-
nese. A pair of leather shoes costs $10.
A woolen dress in a state store sells for -
more than 811. A radio sells for twice the
monthly salary of an average worker. An
ordinary wrist watch costs over $50.

And pow, with the all-cut drive to
build up the eountry’s industrial and mili-
tary power, the people are being com-
pelled to tighten their belts still further.
The military action around Quemoy pro-
vides .the atmosphere of war emergency
which Mao is using to force China’s
millions into a common mold and turn
them, gradually, into Communist-type
robots, ) [EWE]



