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Development and Prospects for.
the Danish Henry George Union

In 1886 the "Progress and Poverty" was ‘branslated into
Norwegiaﬁ by Mr. Ullmann, Folk High Scbcollleéder, who in
inspiring lectures inbtroduced the new ﬁhoughts to several
Danish folk high schools. | ‘

In 1886, Mr. Jacob E. Lange, Teacher at an agricultural
school, was sbtudying in England, where he learned about the
"Progress and Poverty".

Upon his return, and after having made profound stu&ies, in
1888 he went in Ffor his work on the thoughts of land duby.
When in 1889 Henry éeorge came to Fngland, Mr., Lange also went
over joining his meetings and he became personnally acquainted
with Henry George. This contact continued in correspondence.

On the 13th October, 1889, a small group of persons sharing
Henry George's views assembled in Odense, and +the first Danish
Henry George Union was founded under the name of "Scandinfvian
Union for Community Reform”.

"Yor Tid" (our time), Hr., Ullnenn' s Norwegilan wagazine, published
in Kristiania, became the 7erﬁo 1ca? for thenmembers, with

Mr, Jacodb Lange as co-sdivor.
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This small group especially through Jaeob Lange's activities
succeeded in awaking a remarkable'discussion, opening people's
eyes for the problem and creating the background for later
political results.

The 1aSu public neeting was held in 1854, at which eamong others
participated Mr. Johs. madc-'en5 a sallor - lateron editor of the
"Husmanden" (the small—holders) i

Now There came an interval.
At a meeting on the 2na Harch, 1902, the present Danish
Henry George Union was established. There were 15 part1C1manus,

and the Union started with 24 meubers,

There were close connections to the Danish small-hclder movement
and to craftemen,

In the =sane year, on the 8%h November, 1902, the Kdze Resolubion
was made Bp by the Sjaelland gmall-holders. In this Resolution

\

ims were argued:
*°

Tst Claim: o official protection of any class.

2nd Claim: Abolibtion of customs duties and consumption tax.

5rd Claim: - Taxation of Ehe Tland va1ue not created 5v individuaal
persons.

This famous resolution was put into words by Mr. Sophus Bertelsen,
Lawyer, who was the third founder of agitation in Denmark and
one of the founders Oi the Uﬂlon. On many oucaswons this
reso?uulnn has been of greatb DOilblCui 1mno*taﬁce,



Villads Christensen, philosophical doctor, was one of the
participants in thiS'eariy'work; His ability of establishing
contact to important intellectual people and groups; especially
in the radical party, turned out to become very fruitiful.

His historical insight made it DOSSlule for him ‘o connect

Henry George's thoughts to the o0ld Nordic ideas. of freedom.

He therefore trusted that it was Dossible to progress by small
steps, and he was the first member of the Unfon to realize the
importance of the specified valuation, which means the separatlon
between land value and the values created by labour in cities

and in the countryside.

It is remarkable that these three members, Mr. Sophus Bertelsen,
Mr, Villads Christensen, and Mr. Jacob E. Lange, were born in the
same year, 1864, when Denmark starts rebuilding the country after
a terrible war. A

From 1902 until 1932 the Union experienced great progress, to
which contributed the American, Mr. Joseph Fels and his wife.

- Through British friends theyv became interested in the Danish
movement. 7They started sending “"nam01a7 contributions and
increased their financial support after a visit to our country.
Not least the incredible efforts of Mr. Fels made it vossibdble
for several membsers to work very frult ?ullvw "~ Among these peopls
T would mention the father of Dr. Starcke, Mr..C.N. Starcke,

Professor,

A main office was established from which all activities could be

organized,

Mr. J.5L. Bigrner and Frs, Signe Bjgrner became the first leaders
of this office. In 40“; tbev had started their own district at
@sterbro, a part of the ciﬁﬁ f “Comenliagen, from where now th

literary work, publishing and meeulnb activities were stbarted,



becowe the valusble thread of'life_wﬁicﬁ‘iS'thé bagis for the
existence of the Danish Union. Throughout a long lifetime

Mr. and lirs, Bidrner were working with an admirable enthusiasn,
and when in 194 contributéons_from ebroad had stopped and when
20 years later the number of members decreaséd, thanks to the
sacrifices of Mr. and lMrs. Bjdrner and their children, the S
Danish Henry George Union is still able -to work for the people's

ownership of land.

In those daﬁs Mr. J.5. Bidrner had great influence in his party,
the social democracy, and he was so successful thatb even thongh
Keyne's thoughts firmly gripped the social democracy in Denmark
after the second world war, the thought of a fair duty on land
and of free trade was still under active consideration in %the

Parly.

Iater, - in 1924 - Signe Bjdrner became one of the founders of

the political party "Retsforbundet” (justice parby) which endeay-
oured to become represented in the Danish Parliament. This

- hapnened in sbrong opposibtion to the Danish Henry George Union,
§~whicb wanted to stegdily maintain its usual cross-party line o
_ ensure free enlightenment. 3But, as always, seen from some
Georgists' views, politicians in the different parties seemed o
be too half-hearted.. Therefore, one varty to keep them all Ho
‘the fire. The party was founded and intermittently until today
has been represented in the Danish Parliament. At the wmonment

they have 6 sests in Parliament.

By this party great efforbts have been made « in times with
polarizing standpoints —- to show alternative solutions of a more
human character. It is-béyoa@ deoubt that this party and the
radical party as well have had great influence on Denish legis-~
létién, even tbougb they bhave always been small parties.



Especlally three of them should be'mentloned: Mrd Abel Brinck,

Mr. K.J. Fristensen, and lMr. Bertel Dahlgaard, who came in contact
through the activities of their youth, and they remained friends

all through their lifetime. MNMr. Abel Brinck and Mr. K.J, Krlstense”
were very ¢myortanu on account of their professional insight,
available for D011t1C1anS in tbelr legislation work.

Mr. K.J. Kristensen later became Director of the Central Office
for Land Value Assessment and of the office of the Superior
Taxation Council. Within the radical party they came in contact
with Mr. Berbtel Dahlgaard. Eirsﬁ Mr. Dablgezard was engaged in
administration offices, bub later he became a radical member of
Parliament, Minister of the Interior, and st last Minister of

Beconomics. : v : .

In his capacity of proposer (in 1926) in Parliament he becanme

the driving factor for Danish land legislation in the early years.
Together with the late Dr. Viggo Starcke from the justice party
and Mr. Viggo Kampmann, social democrate, in the fifties he '
formed the remarkable Three-party government; during the period
of this government for the first time after the 2nd world war:
Danish economy began to improve. Mr. Knud Tolsbrup, who is
participating in this conference, was one of the supporbers
during his mewbership of Parliament for the gﬁstice party.

At the "Change of the Systeun” in Denmark in 1903 it had been !
agreed upon that the very old "hartkorn'-taxes Lo the municlp-
‘alities should no longer exist. But in 1910 a railwéy tax was
introduced, which formed the basis for trial valuabions in 191
- and 1912, In 1916 = common land valuation was carried through,
caiming &% bringing land vqlue taxation into practice. This land
valuation was only meant Yo . e tentative, but nevertheless during
F1d war grain supolies were based
ive, and in 1918 a2 cormon
is © - d. This valuation
éas to be carried ithrough in 4020 but 1 MG the lew concer
esta tes and parcelling out of government



property and vicarage land was passed. For This purpose

‘land valvation was necessary. A number of errors became

obvious and therefore resulted in bthe final step in 1922,

when the state land value taxation was introduced and, what

is more imporbtant, a distinct separate taxation of land and

a lowered btaxation of buildings and other improvements and

the actual land value assegsment was secured.,’ ) s

- R £

The first real valuation for land taxation then came in 1924,

In 1926 muplclpal taxation was transfe rred to state pattern,
and from 1932 taxation of increases in land value became
effective. The land valuations were carried through by
means of democratically built-~up local valuation couneils,
which from 19%2 were able bto introduce for official use land

registration maps on which each individual valus® iop was marked.
Today, through councellor work from the sbate's central office,

this technigue still functions. Hereto comesmonthly statistics-
over sales of land properties sent oubt to all district valuation
wen., These statistics can be made on the basis of a general
sales registration, because of the very old Danish "tinglysning”
- registration - of landed property, a duty upon all landowners
going more than 1060 years back. '

A-valuation system of such flexibility has shown its effects in
Denmark under the rapid inflation. It has been possible to
follow the change in values and keep valuation at the exact point.

This democrabical systen untll todav has. proteﬂzeé 1emlslatLon
against all attacks, even the atuemota of later years o a
certain degree have been repelled. The apparatus for the
introduction of full land tax assessment created from 1916 to
19%26 is still inbact and onlv wants for the slow process of
nolitical ripening which isg neceusarv to obtain maximum exploit-

L]

ation.



In 1937 tax on land was increased to & per mille, and Ffrom
this time until 1057 everything was quiet, except for the tax
on improvement of houses, etc., which was lowered,

In 1954, under the social democratlcal governuent, the per wmille
iimit from 1926 was condemned

E}

In 1957 a law wasvnéssed according tb‘which Taxation of improve-
ments both to the state and o town nonicipalities should be
fixed at the amount apzd before the coummon valuation in 1956
For the munlcwpal taxation on improvements for towns a steﬁ1se

settlement was decided,

During the so-called 5~3arty government”,entered into by the
social democrates, the radical oarty, and the justice paxrty,

over two years an increase 1p uhe land duty in bowns and of +the
i assessed duty on improvements by 14 per mille was carried through,

This took place in 1958 in connection with a certain settlement:
of the rent regulation. By this step, the land duby of towns

of 25~26 ver wille came nmuch cloger oo the duty of the country—
side municipalities which, however, in 1960/61 for counties and
parishes was totally on an average hard]v 40 per mille for landed
property and about H4 ver mille for other property.

During the period of the social democratlc/ﬂqalcal government
formed afler the el@cvlon in the autumn of 1960 the duty on
improvements in counties and parishes wag seubled on the basis of
The rates paid in 1960/561 for settlement uomeuher with &

-

ne

assessed duty on improvenents in hown districts,

Thus, the ordinary tawation on mpT ovemen®s had become & death
link in fexation both to.the stabte and 4o municipalities, and

1es

5

now wunicipali

t had o choose bhetween land duty and personsl
ingofar the law gave the municipalities +the yight of

H
self-deternination on #his noini,



Already in @eéember, 1064, +the new éocial denocratic govern-—
ment carried tbrbagb gbolition of the duty on increases in

land value, About 92 mill, kp, in 19584/65), In January, 1966,
the land duby Yo the sbate (about 98 mill. kr. in 1965/66) was
aiso abolished, and a stepwise settlement of the assessed duty
on improvements to the stabte was passed. '

For the year 1966/67 —~ and only for thié year - the first vear
after the valuation in 1965, a rough limitation of nunicipality
access 1o increass the amneunts o be imposed for land duty was
carried through, Thls in order to prevent.the relief in perscnal
taxation which municipalities ml@ﬂt naturally be inclined to
choose as a conseguence of orlpgln” land values up to date,

The reaction on this limitation pf the self-determination of
municipalities in December, 1966, however, was the cause not
only Tor the abolition of this rule of obstruction, but also
for the right of municipalities to raise their land duty, the
higher limit of %5 per mille valld untLl that time belng cut
away.

As a result of this whole developuent with ordinary oromefty
taxation during the existence of the Danish Henry George Union,

after it has become possible to carry through by law a separate
‘land valuation and the first moderate land dubty -~ the situation
as of today is the following:

1) Taxation of buildings has been limited ané‘ﬁartlv
stopped so that all bulldlno activity and cother
increasse in bullding values has been relieved
from this bur@en:(eacept, however, fron duty on
rent value), e,

{o.

2) Land duty e% the state has been sbolished and

vartly been transferred to county municipalities,



3) According to firm rﬁies, the county municip-
alities only impose land duty end personal %tax,

e -however, land duty by 20 permille as a maximum,
a limit which has been reached by all counties
and which they can hardly pass beyoné W1th
increasing taxation needs,
As concerns agricultbural land, the county land
duty has been regulated according to level of
intereé% of landed property askcompared with the
commercial value by means of state subsidies,
with the effect during later years of inflation
in property prices that this duty has been wholly

paid by the state.

4) Copenhagen and Frederiksberg and all primary
municipalities within the counties are free &o
fix their rate of land duty, and the choice

“stands between land duty and personal duty,
duty on improvements havlnu been abolished,

The increase in 1and prices as expressed in valuations, and

experience, ressenmbling experience from the abolition of
xorn"” taxes, has now vaguely asserbed itself, The thought

LS
£
R o
RO
s

3

of Jand dubty ils again becowming interesting.

On this occasion, unfortunately, it is not possible to mention
the many workers and cfaftsyen, business people, bHechniclans,
and scientists who have been wvorking for the ideas of

flenry Georze and paved the vay for all'i cEress obtained.

nl



July. The meeting was efﬁanlzed by ﬁrq Folke, polvbechnical -
engineer. Seventeen nations pars 1cAnated, and Henry Georgels
daughter was among participants. e

Climax of this Conference was a public neeting in the open
streets of the City.of Copenhagen, at the Column of ¥reedon,
the memorial for the liberaticn of the Danish peasants in 4788
the peaceful Danish revolution. Manv old Georgists remewmber
those days and the yearly cpﬁferences which the Union managed

to hold even up to our time.

Crisis has now come over us. The Union stands in a new age.

Mr, Dan Bidrner and Mrs. Gudrun Bidrner throughout later yeaxrs
have been capable of being the bearers of the Union. We now

are a groupof 300 members against 3000 in 1926, Thanks to the.
leadership of ¥r. Dan Bidrner, publishing activities are lively., -
We are still issuing a wmagazine, ”Grundskyld“, but we have to
fight with the economical problems caused by the crisis.

Therefore, somebimes, we are facing future with a cerhain
! 3 . £

anxiety.
What are we going te do then?

In the first place we shall try to come in contact with younger

people.

Further;_we must try te strengthen our connections within the
different groups of the labour movemeno,

in eariier periods, crises have created a possibility to con-
vince people of the ideas of Henry George. e, thefefore, trust
that if we can put more bearlng in convincing and calling
attention So the remedies we can contribubte with, based on the
work of our fathers only waiting for ripenine, the possibility
of finding a fairer order of community by means of the ideas
‘of Henry George can still be accomplished. '



