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In the Northeast, an old forest has sustained families
economically for generations. Sherry Belknap, a fifth
generation logger, is now worried that over-use of the
forest, which comprises some 26 million acres, threatens
that livlihood. Logging companies have cut vast areas of
the forest, in a process called clear-cutting, and private
developers are building vacation homes, mostly for
people who have no traditional ties to the land. As a
consequence, pollution, in the form of acid rain, is further
eroding the forest by depriving trees of the nutrients they
need.

Meanwhile, an unusual alliance of private owners
and publicly concerned individuals has come together
for the common cause of protecting the forest. They
believe they can both protect the land and keep it eco-
nomically viable. They seek to strike a balance between
private ownership and public responsibility in steward-
ing the land that will last for generations to come.

This story can be used with the Land & Freedom
series in American History #1, Indian Land Ownership
and # 20, Land: Qur National Heritage.

' S
England

In another story illustrating the conflicts that can anse
between private ownership and public use of land, a dispute
has arisen in the Comwall section of southem England. The
issueinvolves thepublic’s right-of-way versus anaristocrat’s
right of ownership.

Sir Ferrers Vyvyan’s family has owned their estate,
in Magwan, for over 900 years. In fact, their thousand acre
estate, named Trelowarren, was mentioned in the Domeday
Book. However, a path that cuts through the estate has
traditionally been used by the public. Sir Ferrers wants to
close the path to the public for six months of the year. But,
according to an old English law, any path that has been used
as a public way for twenty years or more is considered a
public path, even if it cuts across someone” private property.
Some members of the public see this as a further
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manifestation of conflicts centering around public and
private use of land that go back to the 18th-century.

This story can be used with World History lesson
# 3, The Feudal Land System and# 4, The Domesday Book.

Often during economic boom times, speculation
comes to play an ever increasing role in the functional
dynamics of the econony, most notably in the real estate
and stock markets. In many ways, real estate speculation
can have a destructive impact, perhaps most apparent in
this country in the late 80s and early 90s when the
occupancy rates for new offices lagged far behind the
creation of new office buildings and many buildings
stood empty. Today, we are seeing something similiar
happening in Southeast Asia, as those countrys’ econo-
mies take a nose dive. This first cartoon can be used with
Economic Studies #2, Factors of Production, # 14,
Business Cycles as well as # 16, The Single Tax.

The second cartoon
illustrates an anxiety many
people have about the new
“global economy.”” With
ever increasing ease, com-
panies are moving their pro-
duction facilities to foreign,
often third world, countries
where workers will work
for next to nothing. This can
be used with Economics
Studies # 5, Class Struggle
and # 10, Wages of Labor.
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By Alexcsadre Marks
Bloomfield, Vermont-Sherry Belknap’s
logging rooisare deeply dug in Vermont's
rich, rocky forest-land. A fifth generation

timberman, hisgrandfather herdedoneof

the largest log drives ever down the Con-
mecticut River. His grandfather aisobuilt
the white clapboard house here where
M. Belimap was born, raised and still
lives along the winding Nuihegan River
innorthern Vermont.

A logger at heart, Mr. Belknap
now finds himself *“ail tornup.™

The forest lands his family has
thrived onfor generationsare threatened.
Logging companies have cut out vast
expanses. Developers are  buying up
land, stripping it, and putting up summer
homes. The polluted water wafting up
from Southern and Midwestern states
continues to shower acid rains, robbing
some of the trees of their nutrients and
the strength they need to sustain them-
sclves in the harsh, cold winters.

““There’ssuch aneconiomic strain
on the forests, we just need to be a little
more gentle,”” says Mr. Belknap. ““We
can’t just keep knocking them down to
the point that the quality of timber just
isn’t what it used tobe.”

From western New York tothetip
of Maine, 26 million acres of timberiand
makeupthe Northern Forest -the largest
continuous forest east of the Mississippi.
More than 35 conservation groups have
banded together since 1990 toprotect the
most wild and vulnerable areas in the
region as well as foster sustainable log-
ging practices and economic develop-
ment. :
*“We have to faceup to the reality
of change in the arca,”’ says Andrew
Stander of the Northern Forest Alliance
of Vermont.

The groups hope te accomplish
their goals cooperatively, Nonetheless,
their efforis have generated resentment,
touching off a sharp debate about where
the line is drawn between  individual
property righis and the public’s land
stewardship responsibilities. Eighty-five
percent of the 26 million-acre forest is
privately owned.

““There’s no denying a real
straggle’s underway for control of the
Northemn Forest as we go into the next
century,”” says William Vail, executive
director of the Maine Forest Products
Council, a group that representing log-

ging companies and private timberland
OWTES. “Mypositionis that privaic own-
ership has provided good stewardship in
the past, and it will continue to do so in

The alliance recognizesthat work-
ing with private owners is central to its
success. It has begun to hold town meet-
ings with the people who live and work in
each of the five states the forest encom-

“The forest is critical to

everyone both economically
and ecologically.”

passes. It has also proposed legislation
that bans the aerial spraying of herbi-
cides, limits the number of acres that can
be clear-cut, and protects up to 4 miilion
acres from development, The alliance
has also appealed to the federal govern-
ment and this Bl Congress is again con-
sidering the Northern Forests Steward-
ship Act.

Introduced in 1995, the bill is de-
signed to strike a balance between indi-
vidual properiy rights and public conser-
vation efforts. As a result it has strong
bipartisan support from New England’s
congressional delegation,

Thebillwould establisha *‘volun-
tary partnership™ between the state and
federal governmenis for protecting vul-
neragble areas of the forest. It also direcis
federal funds be used to help ““diversify
and strengthen’” local, forest-dependent
econommies. Supporters belicve the
chancesare goodit will winapproval this
fall,

But many of the alliance’sbattles
have been more controversial. When
Vermont began to consider banning log-
ging companies from the aerial spraying
of herbicides, Mr. Belknap, to his sur-
prise, found himself leading the charge
against the logging companies.

““People I've known and worked
with for years would ook at me and say
“We thought you were one of us, we
thought you were a logger,” ™ he says,
raisinghishand. “‘Tam, butI alsocherish
thisforest.”

At the same time, the Vermont
legislature considered limifing clear-cuts to
40 acres unless approval is given by the

state. That raised somuch anger, loggers
circled the state capital with their trucks
toprotest. They pointedout that the Nozth-
ern Forestisbigger now than itwas at the
turn of the century, when much of the
land was cleared for farming,

Nonetheless, both measures
passed thisyear. That legislation has left
some lingering bitterness in Vermont and
some wariness  across the river in New
Hampshire, where similar proposals have
been talked about.

In Maine, a referendum 1o fimit
clear-cutswonenoughsupport tobe voted
on a seoond tme this November, The
proposal would drastically reduce the
amount of acreage yearly from 250 10 75
acres. While the bill is opposed by
hardliners on both sides, it has the sup-
port of the large timber companies and
conservation groups in the state.

*“That shows the recogmition that
the forest is critical lo everyone both
economically and ecologically,” says
Catherine Johnson, Northwoods Project
Director of the Natural Resources Coun-
cilof Maine. But there is still significant
disagreement about the best way to pre-
servethem -from whatconstitutes proper
logging practices to how much develop-
ment fopermit.”

That disagreement exiends to the
best way io promote economic develop-
merit. In Vermont, the forest used to be
harvested primarily for the high quality
hardwoods. Now much of the focus has
shified 10 producing cheap timber for
papermillsin Canada. Thatcutsdownon
the number of jobs available in the siate,
since much wood is exported and pro-
cessed elsewhere.

*“Sommuchdamagehas alreadybeen
done,” saysMir. Bellonap, “There’s going to
be that 50 to 80year time-frame whenthey
have to be very prudent in the way they
treat the forest ifit’s going to rebound the

. way it should.”

-Tep, d frem the Christign Sci. M ervait
(uestions
1. Why is Mr. Belknap so upset?
2.He saysthere is an economic strain on
the forests. Explain,

3. Describe the views of both sides
of the issue.

4. Why is Mr. Belknap considered
a tzaitor by some people?

5. Why doe the bili mentioned in
the article have bipartisan support?




by Sareh Loell
Mawgan, England - SirFerrers Vyvyan’s
family has lived in this wild and lovely
corner of Cornwall for more than 900
years - its estaie, Trelowarren, was men-
tioned in the Domesday Book - so
he thinks he shouldlmow by now

regularly, with the sometimes militant
ramblers marching acrossdisputed areas
and campalgnmg for “‘the right o
roam,”” and farmers and landowners de-

““a‘teiy}e‘u‘.‘mg fEES pa‘ifhs eLoveIgrown,

“They assume I'm as rich as
Croesus, but I do everything on over-
draft likeanybodyelse,”” he said, opening
the door to a house strewn with the detri-
tms of four young children and two
slobbering dogs.

Tall and lanky, with 2 bushy

what is his property and what
isn’t.

And one thing that does

Tong to him, Sir Ferrers says, is
a 30-yard path down by the
Helford River.

He’s sorry that local hik-
ers, particolarly one local hiker
named Jed Trewin, liketousethe
path, but that, Sir Ferzers says, is
not the poing.

Thestately horee of the Trelowarren estate, in Commwall, Englund

black beard, he refused to be
photographed, saying,“T don’t
wanttoberecognized inthe neigh-
borhood.™

When Sir Ferrers took over
the estate i 1983, at 23, it was
falling apart. He has graduaily
worked to restore it, bringing in
moncy by running acamping site
and opening up 2 restaurant and
a shop. For six months each

““As far as we're con-
cerned,” he declared recently, ““Mr.
Trcwmhasnonghttomoorlnsboatﬂlere
or to walk across our land.™

But this is Britain, where local
traditions. even more thanboundarieson
a map, candefermine who getstouse the
land. Mz, Trewin, whose family has lived
for a more-than-respectable 600 years
here onthe Lizard Peninsula, says he has
as much right to stroli along the footpath
at Trelowarren as he does to breathe the
bracing Cornwall air.

““i's my birthright to walk there,”
said Mr. Trewin, 44, whois unemployed
and lost a leg in a moiorcycle accident.
“I'm totally against someone walking
207088 someone else’s land, but Blocking
a footpath that has been used for genera-
tionsisanother matter.”

The dispute between Sir Ferrers
and M, Trewin has its roots in medieval
times, when tracts of land were sef aside
for common unse, and land owner and
Iandiess lived in harmony, at least in
theory. But in the 18th century, when
Parliament passed a series of laws de-
creeing that land could be enclosed, all
thatchanged.

In the 20th century the old coun-
fy tensions manifest themselves over
thetight tofarm and to keep livestock, but
in something Britons take just as seri-
ousty: the right to hike.

Rambling, ashiking iscalled here,
is one of Britain’s favorite pastimes, but
because there’s so little public land ram-
blers depend on the huge network of
public footpaths that crisscross public

property.
Footpath-related tensionsflare up

or emerging to ant abuse and threats ot
members of the public.

““These footpaths are a part of our
heritage,”’ said Maureen Donovan, the
rights-of-way officer for the Ramblers®
Association in the Lizard Peninsula.
‘““Whereelse are yousupposed towalk?”

According toBritish law, if apath
has ben continuafly used by the public
for 20 vears, it is considered as public as
a major highway - even if someone owns
the land. Mr. Trewin, who is seeking to
have Sir Ferrer’s path added to Britain’s
definitive rights-of-way map, says hehas
been using it for years, and so do other
residents,

But SirFerrers, 37, arguesthat he
hasalways closed the path for six months
each year, as he does thronghout the
1,000-acre estaic (he opens it during the
summer) - thus countering Mr. Trewin’s
continuity argument.

“The tourist season is for six
months of the year, and we wani our
privacy for the rest of the year,”” He said.

Mr. Trewinand hiswife, Marlene,
say the dispute is a clear- cut case of
medicval-style aristocratic bullying.

“I think they thought money
would intimidate us, that we were little
peasants that should be moved on,”” said
Mrs. Trewin.

Sir Ferrers, one of whose ances-
tors was given a baroneicy in 1644 for
running royalist mints in southwest En-
gland during the country’s civil war,
hardly seers io bea * ‘Birdeshead Revis-
ited” -style aristocrat. For one thing, he
lives only in a small section of
Trelowarren, a fairly large stately home.

vear, people can walk across his
property, tour the manor, and visit a na-
ture cenjer and gallery he has set up, alt
free of charge.

Though they considered him a
remoteand evenarrogant figure, the local
residents havealways co-existed in peace
with Sir Ferrers; indeed, about 40,000
people visit the estate each year.

But trouble arose two years ago,
when Sir Ferrers newly widowed mother
moved to a house near the disputed foot-
path. Lady Vyvyan, it emerged, wanted
her privacy.

Most of the residents relactantly
stopped going there. But Mr. Trewin,
who kept his boat moored at the end of
the path, felt strongly enough to make it
an issue.

““We had several steaming rows
with Mr. Trewin, and he intimated my
mother,”” Sir Ferrers said. **1don’t think
he knew or cared who owned the land,”™

Sir Ferrers thensued M. Trewinfor
trespassing. Mr. Trewin, who says that if
anything, Sir Ferrers motherintimated him,
went 1o the County Council, which is
hold a hearing this Deceimber.

““We’re losing our heritage,”” Mr.
Trewin said. “Every where you ook now
it’s privale, private, private.”

- reprinted from ike NY Times

Puestions
1. Describe both sides of the
“trespassing’” issue?
2. What are some of the historical
reasons the hikers say are in
their favor.
3. Like the previous story, the
issue seems to be between private
and public land use. Discuss.




Questions
1. What would be a good title
for this cartoon?

2. What do the people jumping out
of windows represent?

3. 'What might be the relationship
between buildings and the eco-
nomy?

4. 'What has been the effect of ab-

andoned buildings in your home
--]w : " : t" . - town? Of empty lots?
33 cor its high-rise building beom jusl 1n lime ) ) .
ASR completes its hign-ri ' ALE_,!m“,,J,: N 5. Discuss possible remedies for
oty R Ry such problems.

Questions
1. What would be a good title
for this cartoon?

2. Who might the two men it
this cartoon be?

3. What might be the effect in this
country of the over production
of consumer goods.

GLOBAL OVERCAPACITY PRODUCING
Too MANY Goons.,,.

4. If prices for consumer goods AFFORD TO BUY

DARN Y PAYING PEOPLE A DOLLAR A DAY
fall too much, what might -
be the effect on wages?

5. If the rate of profit for owners
of companies falls, what might
be the effect on workers?
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