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LABOR AMID THE WAR,

4 ;le(_‘i" wag sent by M

The foliowin

Great Britain :
“Cin the occasion of your Annual Trade Union Cone
gress some tme ago, my hushband, Joseph Fels, ad-
dressed a letier to each delegaie enclosing 2 copy of
“Progress and Poverty,” by Hersr}v George, and strongly
urged all trade unfonists e give the polivy lsid down
by that great tsacher their best consideration and sup-
ork.
" “For many years past §| have worked with my hus-
band in hiz endeavors to awaken the peoples of the
world on the subject of land valwes and their faxation.
{ have bees with him in his camprigns in car own coun-
fry, in Britain, France, Germeany, Sweden, Denmark,
Bpain, haly, and many other counlries, in all of which we
found the same evil resulis following the growth of Iand
monopely. Mow he is pone from us, { am striving to car-
vy on his work, which he has left in my chavge, and I
want o secure your active co-aperalion,

“Y can not on this sccasion come to zee you person-
ally, though I hope wery socn to visil your country agsin
and meet many of vou and renew our fermer friendships.
In the measntime your empire is passing threugh a terri
ble and frying crisiz, and all kinds of schemes ave pro-
posed fo raise money io defray the cost of the war. |
reand of proposals o tax wages; to still further tax food
and other necessaries of life—all of which musi resull
in incveasing the cost of Bving. ! read also the terrible
story that 100,800 babies under 1 year of age, and an-
other 100,000 children between the ages of ¥ and I8
vears, die apnually in vour country, and that these chils
dren die from preveniable vaunses. I understand, ioe,
that i iz propeosed that soldiers and saflors whe ars
fighting and risking their bealth and lives for thelr coun.
trv are to be Erame& for emigration when the war is over.

“Y heg vou, at this congress of vours, lo sell the FOoV-
ernment that %hiﬁ staughter of children wust cease, and
that the men who come back from the war shall be found
rocrn io live in the land to save which they have rished
Hfe iteelf. The meost efiective method for securing this is
for the ParBament of Britain te at ooes carry out the
principle of taxation of land values, advocated by the
Right Hon, I Lloyd George when Chancellor of the
Exchegquer. The mineral snd other natursl resources of
Great Britain are the properiy of the whale people;
those who need ¥o wse such resources shownld pay the
nation, and the nation alone, for the right fo et sither
coal or other minerals, instead of paying private land-
lovds, The walue which popaniation gives to the lnnd of
your great cittes—indesd, 1o all land—is a social value,
and should be secured and used for oublic purposes.

“I thersfore beg of vou to insist that, before anvy fur-
fher laves are slaced on labor and industry, vour gove
aymment shall, by meoans of Inxation, secure, witheout
reservation, all sscial and netuvsl values for the service
of the communiiy.

“FThe effect of 2 tax on aswnused land will be fo foree
:“o ane, and thes prevent the emigration of vour
m:t.pm‘ and »n tax on all land walves will sevnre the meane
for paying the cost of the war wrti}eut sl Frarther im-
poverishing your wives, mothers and children; and, fur-
ther, by this means veu will be sffcctively safegvarding

the Bfe of the wnalion.
“Y believe land bunger iz the cause of 2l wars, racial
and indusirinl. While you sre fighting Germany, my

country is Gghting monepolies and trosts. Land monop-
sly is 2t the root of it 2ll. When the pooples of the
world defermine thaf esch wnation shall really swn its
fand, the red ruin of war will cease.

“F trost vou will give this lefter vour sareful comsids
evation, amd, wishing vour Congress every success, and
your country s bappy and speedy issue oui of ail nreg-
ent afffictions and frials, 1 remaln, Sincerely and cors
dially vours,

MARY FELS.
f the genersal
principle of land-value tazation, leaflet written espe-
cinlly by my friend, Mr. Josiah €. Wedgwood, M.P.,
for & recent apnusl report of the Federation of Trades
ininns, and which met a very favorable reception?’
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