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NATURAL LAW
IN THE

ECONOMIC WORLD

Appress oF Oscar H. GriGER AT THE
Henry GrorceE Congress, N. Y. City,
SeptEMseEr 13th, 1927.

ATURAL LAW is the uniform

accurrence of Natural phenomena in

the same way under the same conditions,

The Law of Attraction of Gravitation

is a Natural Law. We know that, be-

cause it acts the same at all times under
the same conditions.

We know now why apples fall to the
ground, but apples fell to the ground for
a million years and one of them had ie
hit Sir Isaac MNewton on the head for us
to find out why they fall.

The Law of Attraction of Gravitation
does not merely control the falling of
apoles to the ground. It applies to all
matier, and as stated in textbooks, reads:
Every body attracts every other body with
a force that varies directly as the product
of the masses of the two bodies, and in-
versely as the square of the distance be-
tween them.




That sounds formidable, and it is. All
Natural Laws are formidable; perhaps
that is why they are so little understood.

Not te understand Natural Law, how-
ever, is not to understand Nature, for only
through Natural Law can Nature be
understood., 'This is generally recognized
in Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry and
Biology, but it is wvery lttle, if at all,
known in the Social Sciences, and this
is rather unfortunate for the Social
Sciences, as Natural Law operates equally
in this field as it does in all fields of being
“and living. Whether it is apples falling
to the ground or mankind living on the
ground, Natural Law operates to govern
both phenomena.

As men gathér and settle on some spot
on earth in response to their gregarious
instinct to live together and to produce
the things they need, two values appear,
each separate and distinct, one attaching
itself to the things that men produce,
and one to the land on which they live

"and work.

The wvalue that attaches itself to the.

things that men produce is an objective
value; it is strictly a labor, or man value,
and is a value that man can control. It
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is high or low in the measure that the
product is scarce or plentiful in relaticn
to the demand for it. If high, greater
production is enceuraged; if low, produc-
tion can be curtailed. This value is
governed by the Natural Law of Supply
and Demand. '

The value that attaches itself to the
land on which men live and produce is
not in the contrel of the individual: it
is entirely subjective. The individual
in his production of wealth has no thought
of this value, and could not control it i
bhe had. It is a value that arises out of
the fact of his mere being and producing
in company with other individuals.

Ne individual effort can raise or lower
this value. [t depends solely and entirely
on the presence and activity of the com-
muanity, and embodies both the expres-
sion of man’s need for land and the service
that society. renders to the individual.
This value rises and falls only with the
movement and productivity of popula-
tion. it is high in thickly settled and
industrious communities, and low where
population is sparse and production poor.
This value is a social or community value;
it is governed by the Law of Rent.
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values, Product Value and
-, .ppear everywhere that men
and produce wealth; they rise or fall
where the same under the same
> tions; they are Natural phenomena;
snd they in every way meet the require-
ments of Natural Law—the Law of Sup-
iy and Demand in the case of Product
Yulue, and the Law of Rent in the case
of Land Value. Are these Laws then not
Natural Laws? If they are not, then
neither is the Law of Attraction of Gravi-
tation a Natural Law. If they are
Natural Laws, they cannot be disregarded
without meeting the conseguences.

If we assume that men are freemen
and have an equal right to life and Liberty,
then, out of the fact that Product Value
is Labor Value or Man Value, it follows
that men have the right to keep and en-
joy the results of their individual teil or
effort, and to freely exchange or sell or
bequeath their product, and that they
cannot, except by the violation of Natural
Law, be deprived of it.

Society is an entity, as is evidenced by
the fact that a value arises cut of its ex-
istence, and also by -the fact that it has
needs and wants, and must raise money
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to defray expenditures, and by the further
fact that it creates a fund which fully
equals all its legitimate requirements.
Who but a professor of economics would
fail to recognize in this the working of a
Natural Law ? 1t is a violation of Natural
Law to deprive the individual of his prod-
uct—Wealth, It is equally a viclation of
Natural Law to deprive society of its
product—Rent, The violation of Natu-
ral Law does not remain umnpunished.

Whether the Darwinian Theory or the
Biblical Story of Creation is correct, man
must live by the sweat of his brow; he
must render service, he must il the soil,
reap the frmts, dig in the mines, and buid
on the earth. It is on the Earth that
he has his being, and out of the Earth
that he gets his living. Again assuming
that men are freemen with eqgual rights
to life, it follows that they have egual
rights of access to the Earth.

Of all the Laws in the field of Social
Science, the most fundamental and far
reaching {and perhaps, therefore, the least
understood in the science of Political
Fconomy) is the Law of Eguality; the
Paw that, being of like kind, kke origin,
like needs, and like means to supply those
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-ls, men are equal and have egual
1t to supply those needs out of the
orly source from which those needs can
be supplied. the Farth. And the most
fagrant and vicious violation of Natural
L.aw is the private appropriation of land,
which denies man free access to the Earth
and enables its proprietors, or appropria-
tors, to dictate the terms under which the
landless may rémain and produce on the
Farth which the Lord, their God, gaveth
them |
The appropriation of the land by the
few diverts into the pockeis of the owners
of land the Rent which is the preduct of
the comimunity, and which is intended
by Nature to defray communal expenses;
and this appropriation of Community
Value by individuals results in the appro-
-priation of Individual Values by the com-
munity by way of Tariffs, Assessments,
Tolls and Taxes, and thus begins the
vicious circle of the Violation of Natural
Law, which has brought all misery te
markind.

If there is any one principle meore -
portent than any other principle in the
economic affairs of men, it is that
“Earth is the birthright of all manki:
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and that all have an equal right %o its

use; and if there is any one viclation of
Natural Law that is more devastating in
its consequences than the violation of
any other Natural Law, it is the private
ownership of land.

And what are the consequences? Pov-
erty is universal and persistent, crime and
vice are on the increase, wars are more
deadly than ever, nations crumble and

fall and cvihizations die. Almost all

ancient civilizations have died. Babylon,
Egypt, Greece and Rome are no more.
(reece, where philosophy was born, where
man s said to have reached his highest
culture, is gone, and so is Rome, where
imperial power reached its greatest
consummation.

The kife of civilization is about one
thousand vears. No civilization has lived
more than eleven hundred years, and if
our wise men of teday are correct, this
civilization, perhaps the voungest of them
ali, has not much longer to live.

Civilization is but a social composite
of mankind at any given period and place,
and is endowed only with such potential-
ities as -are imparted to it by the minds
and deeds and conditions of men.
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As history dawns we find mankind
divided into two great classes, those Who
have and who rule, on the one hand, and
those who serve and who have not, on the

-other hand. We find the land already

appropriated, and these who own it the.

supporters of the Kings and the Clergy,
while the mass of mankind is landless
and living in comparative slavery and
. serfdom. .

We have since then changed our termi-
lno'log_y: for Kings and Emperors we have
Presidents and Constitutional Monarchs;
Despotism we call Democracy; . and
Slaves and Serfs are our Labor, or Labar-
ing Classes; also to the Clergy we have
added the Press and the- Universities to
administer the opiates of sacred Institu-
ticnalism to the people. But thoess who
buiid our modern industiial Pyramids
and Palaces still live in hovels, and those
who produce all the world’s wealth still
have the least of this world’s goods. And
this condition is daily becoming intensi-

fiedl, for wealth inevitably tends to be_ge‘t

more wealth, and power to increase power,
while poverty tends only to ignorance;

wvice, cfime, disease and misery.

0

What an astounding phenomenon, that
producers of wealth are everywhere poor,
and continually becoming poorer, while
non-producers are continually becoming
richer ! . :

The social structure, at whatever time
or place, rests on its producing class, as
a pyramid rests on its base. Given a base

_that is weak and continually becoming

weaker, it does not require higher mathe-
matics to envisage the downfall of that
pyramid. History records no time when
the producers, the mass of mankind, were
left unmolested in the possession of their
products, and history may be read
as a chronicle of war and crime and
devastation.

Henry George saw poverty and misery
amidst increasing wealth and progress,
and it would not let him rest. He knew
that this is a dynamic, not a static world;
that it is a world of law; that events are
not left to mere chance and accident, but
that everything in the umniverse, whether
the infinitely large, as viewed through
the telescope, or the infinitely snyall,
as viewed through the microscope, 1s
governed by law—intelligent, purposeful
law; and being a man of infimite faith, he
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knew that poverty and its concomitants
must be the result of the vielation of
MNatural Law. ,

He found that, just as the motions of
the heavenly spheres, and the appearance
and reproduction of vegetation and life
on earth, are conirolled by Natural Law,
just so are the acts of men, whether as in-
dividuals or as society, controlled by
Natural Law; and he further found that
non-conformance to Natural Law
in the field of Social Science, just as
disregard of Natural Law in the field of
the Physical Sciences, leads eventually
to death and destruction.

- We in this civilization no longer ascribe
bodily ailments to the visitations of evil
spirits, and no longer attempt to effect
cures by the casting out of devils. We
may net be much further advanced in
our systems of healing, but it is generally
admitted among good medical authorities
that permanent cure depends on know-

ing the cause of the ailment, and that the

cause is nearly always found to be the
disregard or viclation of Natural Law,
Just as individual ailments are the
sympioms of the violation of those Nat-
ural Laws that govern the life and well-

12

being of the individual, just so are poverty,
ignorance, crime, vice, disease, business
depressions, hard times, war, the breaking
down of natiens and the death of civiliza-
tions merely the symptoms of social
disease, warning us of the violation of
those Natural Laws that govern the lfe
and well-belng of society.

Henry Georze was not the first to see
that there was a relationship between the
poverty of mankind and the private owner-
ship of land by the few. It was seen in
Biblical times, it was recognized by the early
Christian Fathers, and it was sensed by the
Physiocrats in France and by the Econo-
mists in England. But it remained
for Henry George to show that the
private ownership of land, which
denied men access to the earth upon
which they must live and from which
they must satisfy all their needs and wants,
is the primal cause, not merely of poverty
and all the misery and wrong that follow
in the wake of poverty, but that it is the
basic cause of evil and injustice among
civilized meén; and that only by the elim-
ination of the private ownership of land .
can liberty and justice be achieved and
evil forever be abolished. It remained
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for Henry Georze to show thatl, poten-
rially, this is a good world; that men
are innately szood, not innately had;
that Creation is based on justice, not
on vengeance; that the earth is a
banquet table, spread by the hand of
a benign Creator and laden with an
abundance of all things for which men
have need, and at which every human
being has a place.

Freedom, Equality and Security are
‘mpan's estate in the Intent and scheme of
MNature. [Ireedom of access to land,
equality of rights of opportunity, and
security in the possession of his éntire
product are man’s birthright, and these
he will some day attain, even if through
his ignorance men first must suffer, nations

perish, and civilizations die for it
But why wait? Why permit the misery
and suffering of mankind to go on? If

misery and suffering ars due to the vicla~
tion of MNatural Law, why continue the
violation ? ‘
“Render unto CTaesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that
are God’s.” Render unto the individual
~ things that are the individual's, and
society the things that are seciety’s,
14

Give back to society the one
iz made by society, and which ¢
belongs to seciety, and leave the individeal
in possession of the things that he creates,
and which therefore are his.

Take the rent of land for communal
purposes, and stop the robbery of the
community by the landowner. Abolish
all tariffs, tolls and taxes, and step the
robbery of the individual by the govern-
ment. '

Observe the Law—the Natural Law—
which is the Word of God, and let each
take his place at the banquet table God
has provided for all.




