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EMBEES of county,
borough, and disirict eoun-
cils in Derbyshire and

adivinmg counties. sad members
of professions concerngd  with
housing, fown planaing, and
valuation  attended  Saturday's
session of the Internetions] Con-
forenge to PFromote Land VYalug
Taxation and Free Trade, at The
Muvas, Swanwick.

Mr. Ashley Miwcheli, a Hud-
dersfield manufaciurer, preskding,
said that in Sydney {Australia}
Iand valus taxation was adopted

question,

in 1916, The rgsult was a redus-
tion in ratss from £12 b0 43 a
year, and a further reduction in)

in the tax paid by 2 lasdowner wonid
nor Bind itz way back again on the

rent, and if fand vahies as a bash of
iaxgyion were suffiviently buayssi o
be abls o bear the constant incrgases

i expenditope,

Heplying to the Hrst part of dhe
By, Madson sald 1 Javd-
owners could get more real they would
do so now. He added that siacz
vacamt lzpd would Be samable. mors
land would come on the marker. and
its price would 1end 1o decrense. Land

valug tex sonld not be passsed on ia

the price of Jand. Thap was why thers
way  fupious  opposition from  Lhe

tanidowners,

D (FRegan, avswering the second
pact of the gueston. ssaid thar e Syd-
nzy and i other places thy answer o
the quesiion had been given,  The
adopiion of fapd value eration had
roved morg than sulfloient 10 suew

taxation, snd in the cost of LVIDG. inereased cxpenditure,

My, A, W, BMadsen, seoretary of dhie |

committre for the Taxgtion of Laad) Cpancil,

Wglues, said  they  had hoped
[abour Toverament would
thing about the faxzton
valurs  as  disincr  from
buildings apd  improvemsnts on
land., Yhey had been rather  dis-
appoinsed, oy insizad, ihe Govern-
ment had  produced
Couniry Pianning  Act, which meant
that every time thers was an improye-
ment made Or 2 change in the use f
land, z develppment charge hade o Be
made,

He said that the community
of land—which was due to itz goo-
graphical posivon  and  the serviees
wihich the community provided—uaily
belonged 1o the comumumity,  The
buildings znd improvements made by
man wWers 2 separate thing, and should
be  esempl g preseni  sysisng of
rafig was based on 0 assesstment of
the reni fand wewld produce i s
present condition over @ year, sad
this was paid by the ocoumer.  Thus
vacant land was exeropt from rages,
and  any improvemeal on  occupied
land increased the ratable value,

Yastzad of colleciing the land value
from the occupler the landiord should
pay & iax, and whers thg temani
smjoyed beaefit from land values ho
should pay a proporion.

“FINED OWCE A YEAR™

Mr, Madsen said ehag ia Derbyshire,
because of the removal of Jocal taxs-
ftan on agricekural land, the burden
was being borne by little towns and
varish councils, which were olassed ax
peor arzas.  ¥hey were  financialiy
aided nationally, with 2 consequent
inorease in whe power of the centyal
Govornment.

The Towp and Covstry Planning
Act meani that s man conld nor build
without permission from the Centrsl
Laogd Bozsd, and without first paying
® development charge.

D, Rowland O'Regan, of New
Zealand, sald local government  was
god govommont, sad the very basis
of democracy. 3 vou  wished o
destroy it you had only to destroy jis
waxing powers.  He contimmed: I
you 10b & howse vou are fined ouce.
Uader the present sysiem of 1axation
H you build a house. you are Anegd
once a year.” he sald.

“Our sysiom means lower vares for
over B0 per comi. of she people,
- beoiuse wanzed kand i vatable and

those wh) e lapd as an instrument
te get ocher people w owork for them
vy more fales”

M. K. Mainsione, borough treasursy
Chesierficld, asked 1 an ingrease

the 1
LEpCIeH 1 Lo
o

valus

of

the Town am’él

Coun. T, Cooks, of Beiper Bursl
: asked what the coffeq: would
be on egricaliwe. He was told by
M. 3. R, Magon  eof  {alfornis

land | (H1 S5 &%, and by My K. 1. Kristensen.
waxing  the i chief
1he |

tend  valuer for the Danish

Oovernment, that in thelr countries W
nad proved bensBelsl and  powuisr,

becguse it did not pensslise & mwan for
s enterprise, 4 waz  espocialiy

popular with the smadl efficionm Tarmer,
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wiser  than

Strashourg?  ° Let us go
home from  this  conference
without making any appeal
for forther interpational dis-
cuossions i selve  basic
gonomic  problems  inter-
nationaily.” The above, taken
from the President’'s speech
at the Conference of the
International Usion for Land
Valme Taxation and Free
Trade, held this week at Swan-
wick Haves, strikes 2 note of
refreshing novelty in a BEarope,
where conferring is on the way
o become the only prosperous
industry.

The Internationsl  Union
was formed to propogate the
teaching of Henry George, the
American econcmist.  who  at
ihe end of the ningteenth
century urged that afl othes
taxes should merge in 2 single
inpost on land values, Govern-
meniz in those far off, happy
¢ not in the habit of

S Bwanwick

H

asking for so much as they do
w. The budgets of o
i into thows

1o crack at a single blow.
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LEGATESR from ten of the 36 couniiss in which there
¥ ore menrbers of the Buternations! Union for land walae

sazaton and fres frade, whe are sttending an intornafionsd
sonderence 2t The Hayes, Swanwick, vesterdsy pamed snasl-
mousty 2 declaration of princhples st policy.

The declarstion, submitted by
My, §. B, Mason, US.A., siales
thai in view of the Anancial and
industrial orisis which faces the
greater part of the world to-day,
the Ioternational Union con-
demns all olans ipvelving in-
areased  regimestation by  the
State and the arbitrary powers of

pverniment to control ar prohibi
import and export frade,

It further ooondemne:  plans
which mske the fiscal poficy of
one country dependent on the
fiseal polices of another, and
those which imply the rmtention
of monopolies instead of their
abolitien.

o DA P A TSR

It attacks the use of fazes and
Ioans and the ™ menipulaivon of
moeaey © o pul goods on the
market st fottious prices, and
plans which coniemplate the un-
balapcing of budgets and the ex-
pansion of public debls on the
pretext thet spreading purchasing

ower by these methods will have
neneficial sovial «fecty.

g counthaosg: ¥ The
] wlifmstely detrmings
reonmmie, ﬁml%ﬂmig and  conses

P the [oteMectuel amd  woend
conditlos of the peopls.

¥ Imvoluptery poverly and resurrsnd
periods of upemploymest ave caussd
v ihe f)rimm sppropristion of the
reni of Iand and by the withbelding
of land from itz adeguatz and proper
w0Ee,

*The more complsiely land s thus
monopolissd  in sy oouptry, the
grestey iz the inseswrity of omploy-
feeny aad the pearsy are wages driven
down to mers subslstenss Jovel,
oW PG D6 I,

“ Ugtil meamves pra taken o slop
fhe privale appropristion of the reat
of and, ali remsiies owrrently
sdvecaied for maproving social oon-
dittons are incapable of achioving thew
marpose.”

The dechersiion siates thet everyons
Bas e egral right to iife, su thes B
# meressanly follows that evsryome has
an egual g to lagd om owhich alone
Yite cup be smsfained.” o

it advocates thar the equal right w
Jand showld b seowed by colizouug
the e of land and devoling 110 e

uses of the eom@umiy, zxsubing (o
the producer the fall fruts of his
sitoris by ahobshing
meifls,  teyes  on o

change conrols and

ef 4 “cocrclve State,” whaseh “pesaise
produsiion asd obsiruc the frse move
meni wi men and goods.”

The declaragos considers thar all
landlords should be yequired o vwoake
& contribation ascording w the walue
2f their faad, spart Dom  lpprove-
paenes, I belisves that thin would make
uemecessary sl tarifly and wmes thag
are repressive of ndusuy and would
give the world fres trade, and would
make the uwse of the land profiabls
only o the user. Finss and ponaldes,
in the shape of wxes, ¥ which ars
levied on who adds o ihe genersl
stock of wealth,” would b abolisheds

T!f;@_dec}lam;miz thinks that a]ré ﬁi:s
WAY ANVDIUDIETY  DOVEr fale i} =
abolished, ovsvvroducti:;ﬁ wordd be
imconceivable matil 2ll humes wands
were  satlsfed, Yebour-saving  devices
wouid be made 2 blessing to all
there woud be such produciion and
disiribution of wealh as would epable
ali 1o achieve comfon, leiswre and pas
ticipation in the esdvantages of 2
arogressing civilizatisn.™
PROPERTY RIS

O, Reollapd OFBagan, of New Fes-
fand, submitted s resclution, which
was sdopisd, o clarify the gueston
of property rights, .

e skid all men had An equal Fight
w ihs land ssd sl other naturel
resourses,  Subjse? to thess and 10 this
sommon ownership, the rights of the
individgal showld be the exchsive
occupaticn aad wse of the laad, the
fght to the free wramfer of the land
within the laws of the country and
the vight (o transmis Jaad by inheri
FETTR .

The individua! had ns pight to wse
the land in a manner coatrary o ibe
common gond of all.  Meither had the
individual zny right ie appropriate the
ceonomip rept of the land—ia., the
enaual yaloe of the land apart from
fmprovernents creared by lsbour,

e sald this value way creaied by
the existznes of the commouaity and
was, in jusdes, ihs property. of the
COmFRURiLY. ¥o allew this to Be
appropriated by individualy  spabled
the land to be wsed aen only for the
production of wealh, bui =3
tpstremeni of oppression of man by
man, leading to the grevest social
conseguenees, which ware svervwherg
evident.

COMMEN USE.

. OrBegan szid wman sould exercise
s naturzl and egual righis to land by
holding the land ws an individual or
oy sharing ln the common dse of the
eopnomic rent of the land,

The commpdusily-oreated fasd vaine
zaald  be colleciod by the  presems

dich  zusted  for the
The multirude of
lised induosiry.
coutd be
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Land taxers gather

GME 400 internatfons!
delegatey meet a2t Swane
wick, Derbyshire, nemt
;réeek-——all’ inspired by & single

€&,

They oopme  from  Depmark,
Spain, France, Belgium, Germany,

8., New Zealand and Ausiralia,
as well a3 from Breitain, And they
represeat bodiey whish advoeats
the theories of Henry (George, the
printer-journalist of California,
who, in the latter Balf of last cens
tury, propygbed a single land-tax
az ihe solutien for sll economie
problems.

The Danes are gending a large
delégation {v thiz gathering of
the International Unigp for Land
_galue Tatiatien %nd re«;ﬁ‘l‘rﬂdss
ecause thiz year's pregident ls
Danish MP, Byue Biorner,

Manchester Guardian
Auguat 16

ECONOMISTS “TIME OF
THEIR LIVES”

A Dane on Five-Year Plans

Wr B. Bjorner, a member _oi the
Danish Parliament, in his presidential
address at Swanwick, Derbyshbire, yei-
terday, to the international conference
to promote land value taxation and free
trade, said that the decades of trade

_restrictions and bilateral trade a.g%"ee-
ments had fostered an army of ¥ writing-
‘desk ™ economists in every country ‘ﬁfhﬁ
had had the time of their lives working
out their five-year plans, Did anyon®
Lelieve that further State control and-
further planned economy wonld Put a
country hack on a competitive basis ? he
sked.
* Economists and statesmen had madse
iremendous efforts to find a way out
of the jungle of trade restrictions,
bilateral irade agresments and planned
economy which prevented post-war
reogvery, but so far the results had been
modest. In the long term programmes
of the various countries in which they
explained how they intended to adminis-
{er Marshall aid the spirit of llbez:ty had
heen sacrificed to the considerations of
national economic security.

% These programmes present a new
recerd of planned writing-desk economy,
Though many a kind word is said about
the desirability of attaining free interna-
tional trade you find little or no under-
standing of the fact that only by the
simple method of free competition will
the development of reslly sound snter-
prise take place.” He urged each dele-
gate to work for the brzaking down of
his country's national barriers regard-
less of what others might do.

: LONDON 1936 : NEW YORE 1939

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR LAND
VALUE TAXATION AND FREE TRADE
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Elects S.

wil preside.

Mr., Mason, an ardent disciple of
Henry George, brought back with
hire texts of resclutions at the
confersnce,

In recognition of the industrial
and financial cxisizs facing the
world today, the group advoeated
“sholishing tariffs, taxzes on land
mprovements, exchange controls
and other instruments of a cosr=
cive state which penslize produc-
tion.”

In its declaration of principle
and policy, the conference con-
demned plans which involve in-
creased regimentation of the in-
dividuaal hy the siate. It salso
lashed out at “arbiirary powers of
government aimed a$ controlling or
prohibiting import and export
trade.”

The disciples of Henry George
stated, as their basic premise, that
“the tenure of land iz the great
governing fact which ulimatsly
determines the sconaimic, political
and conuseguently the intellectual
and moral condition of the people”

Thus, the group sargued, “the
private appropriation of the rent
of land, and the withholding of
land from its adequate and proper
use, are fundamental causes of
| involuntary poverty and recurrent
unsmployment.”

The organization expdained that,
since the existence of the com-
munity creates the value of land,

Inion for Land Valu[e) lfaxes
.Capitalist Ch
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Henry George Disciples Insist Their Plan
Would Cure Many of the World’s lils

J. B. ¥ason, Ban Prancisco cepitalist, has been elected prasident of
the International Unionm for Tand Value Taxation and Free Trade.
He returnsd here last week from London, where g conference of the
prganization was held. More than 400 delegates aifended. The next
zession will be in Copenhagen in 1851, At thal mesting, Mr. Mason

then the eniire communily, and
not only the individusl, should
benefit from the land, This bene-
fit showld be realized, the confer-
ence stated, by making the tax on
land suificiently high to carry ail
the burdens of govermment.

“Thus 2 multitude of other taxes
would be eliminated--and every
one wolld be reaping the frulis
of the land.”

Mz, Mason hag been for a long
time in the moverment here, Hs
was prominent n the Ralston cam-
paign in 1938 He iz a member
of The Commonwealth ¢lub in this
city where Henvy (enrge wrote his
book, “Progress and Poverty.”




