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EITA WEBB SMITH VISTITS BOSTON

Celebrated Havlem asctivist Rita Webb Smith's vigit to Bogston

r sparked controversy and 1nspired many—--
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including sponsors of the visit, Boston's Henry Gecrge School

and the Massachusetts Chapter of the Incentive Tax League (see
. J

Miss Smith's opening public addregg---'Forty Acres & A Mule'---
at the Harriet Tubman House in Boston, began az a discussion of
the important role of land in achieving =conomic freedom but

O
b

wound up in a heated,but essentially polite, open discussion
racism in american society.Scme members of the audience were
grateiul for the opporitunity to "express real feelings in an
open forum'.

The rem&iﬁdar of Rita's weel
but ;nonetheless, provided axcel
phi¢ogoyhy and garnered 3 g

ing groups.

t neariy as controversial
p@sure for her/our Gacrgean

publicity for the sponsor-

Tubman House event on Iriday evening Rita appeared on
ght Live', a local TV talk show with a substantial
nately 606.000) audience in the ”rea*er Boston aresa. She
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discugsed her fléwu for the land in Harlem (see enclosed L&il}
Hews article) and mentioned her Boston SQO“SOKSa

Saturday was devoted to a presentation/workshop "Survival In A
Hostile Environment! at First, Inc. a residence for ex-drug
offenders. Members of Women, Tnc,, & similar program for women

and their children, Soined the group digcussion.

I'n her workshop, Rita siressed the need for self-reliance and
responsiblliity, and the necess ity for "not giving up on America
once one decides o stay here, since there is no where elsge to
go".Nat Askew, divector of First, Inc., was very impressed with
that perspective on social change and has indicated a williing-
ness to learn more about the Georgzean perspec tive, particularly

relating to economic development. Nat is alsc president of the
reucwatlan cf Black Dlmwuturu in Boston, a group of about 30,
ne-third of whom are concerned dirvectly with sconomic develop-

ment in the black community.
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sunday naoniﬁ; Rita addresgsed the congraegation at .
St. Paul Episcopal Church in Boston's South End. Her talk,
WChLlStl:ﬂity, A Way Of Life", echoed George' hasis on

= ; ;
Tabundant life' bein g th@ essence of GCod's love. Rom M
president of the Black Ecumenical Commission of Massachu 2
wWho fﬂm@g@d the slot for Rita., has become inters ”ted in Geor-
gean economic philosophy from an ethical standpoint. Ron and T
have arrange: showing of "One Wav To Better “J?ieaw”ﬁcr the
Commissicn on st 26. REon hopes for a endaorsement of
our soonomic sective from the Commission's annual meeting

in October.
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After church, Rita and I wers guestsz for brunch at State Rep-~

resentative (D~Boston) Mel King's house. The dialogue begun Fri-

day evening {again see Bay State Ba e) olved

an intense discussion of wauitallsm s nd

i.e.,6eorge’s,philosophy fits in thi

dialogue was an invitaion to Rita i

residency program at MIT, with which Mel iz invslved§ and an

invitationfor myself o show "One Way To Better Cities” at Mel's

house gometime in the Fall (upon my return from conferences.ete. )

Mel Kin d Mayor of Boston in 1983, He ran in '79

and cam for a black man in Boston is phencomenal.
La z : = T appearx red on the Tl a1l UjdL ShOW¥5
pular cail in railo program, Lovell appeared to be quite
rested Iin our perspective on tax issues.

“he general enthusiasm and admiration with which Rita Smith's
visit To Boston was met, indicate tha? her Monday departure may
not signify the end of what may turn out +to be a regular commute

ic Rita'.
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Eita Webb Zmith



