CoPY
20 Lady Muggreve Road
Eingsten 5, Jomalca
12th, Getober 1963
Dedr Hr, Jonsen - ‘ .

I acknovledge receipt of your Eind letier of the 5th. instant., T am no lorger
Winister of Agrieuliure and Lands in which office (in the Peoples Natlonal Pariy
Goverament) I introduced the Jegislation changing the system of land taxation from the
improved to the unimproved valuaticn., Indeed I am not a Mimigler, ag my FPariy was
defeated at the polls last year,

The new goverzment has not been able to meke its wind on thig subject: five of
the fourteen parisghes had been re-vained by us and the new gystenm imposed. &nother had
been valued - bul not changed =~ when we were thrown oul of office; and the mew Government
has dene nothing more - exeeplt to sbop the valuabtions in other parishes.

I am still 2 Member of Parliament, wimning my seat with the greatest mumber of
votes of the 45 membership, I will endesvour to obtain the publicstions you request and
will forward if I oblaln same.

You sak my opinieon since its ineception: On the whole good, but I am disappointed
on one aspech, and disbturbed on another, I am afraid ihat omr hopes thal the incidence of
this tax to foree the employment of vmused land has not been reslized, Perscnal experience
hag shown that it is no simple metier te bring wwsed lend inte produetien. I bouzht 14
seres of land for R1000 ard capital expenditure — no house — has been some ¥1500: so that
taxation would have ie be resl burdensome to induce a man to gell - znd sell o vhom?
Icidentally, this plece of land - not revalued by Govit. for some 50 years - for whieh I
paid J1000, was on the tax roll for 501!

The other matber, and which has easused a great deal of resentment, froz the
eomparatively small pumber relatively affected, is with regard te the procedure followed
in the valunation of properby, by ineluding thereinm the polentisl values aceruing e it
from nzbural sesobs whiech meke the properiy "ripe® for development., Thig practice has
been confined only, I think, to besch lands - T mean land by the ses-side £it for hetel
and tourist development. The irony of the thing ig that I khave been named execuior of an ege
tate on the Horth Coast in which thies dispute is involved, A recent case went to the
Court of Appeals on the issue; and the Court ruled thet Potential Value should (as they do
in New Zealand & Australia) be itaken inte aceount. ¥y argument is that since the Law says
a revaluation shonld take pluce every five years, "Potential ripe for development® ghould
be an immedlste potentisl in the present , and not in some nebulous time irn the future,

In pageing, this Britich Assecialion of ours, moving from Efpire to
Cormeonwealth, is of the strangest forces on Berih, and runs from Beligion, Law, Politics
to Finanece and honours, Strangel But reslly Grandl!l

I an mogt grateful for your kind imvitetion Lo viglt you — bul ag the asverage
Jemgiean's wish when he ig golng shoad is to go to England, there is more chance of
our meeting when (a® you write, you propose) you ceme io Jemaiem, &bd I on my part return
the complement, and promise you a stay in a lovely land whieh yor will love I am sure,

Yours most sincerely,

signed by William Selvright

Dear Larry - Oet. 16, 1963

In the effort to gain wore information on the actusl application of LYT for By
friend George Besel, I wrote Mr, Seivright, Perhaps, I will again hear from him if he can caram
any publications.

It just so happened thet I recently studied the mipplement to LessonIX and his
reply was of interest to me, It's unfortunate thal nrogress in LYT has been halted snd
from bhisg remevks on Potential Valve I can easily visuslize the raised resentment. It
world appesr to me that Mr. Seivright is correct. The Sourts ruling seems to be im direet
violation of LVT prineiples:, & potentizl walue before people(Society) arrive to creste
econcmic rent should, in my estimsbion be branded ag "ridiculousY and Ttm certainly
surprised that Amstralia and Hew Zealand have embraced this gleeper, Sone Melever®
legislater must have put this over inbo Law to slow dowm and eventually stifle a more ;. . we
rapid movement, o full LVT, When Columbus landed on these beaches, according to this theory
there wask "pogntial® value but - unfortumaiely, there was ne one there to apvralse the
beach. Undoubtedly you know of this ~ I just thovght ycggmigh"é beﬂte;jgstg@;@; hig letter,
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Memo
From: L, Kobak, Editor
To: ROBERT CLANCY

Date: 16/30/63

YO SATD THAT YOU WOUID LIKE T SHOW THIS LETTER

90 THE (OMM ITTEE ON PRACTICAL APPLICATION.

TARRY
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assent and OTHERWISE ~-- P. O. Box 2752 —- Grand Central Station -~ New York 17, New York
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