Seminar Explores Henry
George’s Wit & Scholarship

- by David Domke

Henry George wasmore than justan
original thinker in the field of political
economy. He combined his philosophy and
scholarship with a unique literary style,
drawing on many aspects of different cul-
tures and traditions, giving his writings an
encompassing and multi-faceted scope. His
use of metaphor and simile are at times
striking, and he often makes his point by
alluding to the Bible, or to Shakespeare or
some other renowned author. California
governor William Irwin once referred to
George's “power of statement and clear
and brilliant style.” His use of a “poetical”
fipure isnever gratuitous butis always used
to graphically illustrate his point, to make a
clear point more forcefully.

On Friday, March 26, the School
gave aseminar on the wide-ranging thought
and literary expression in the works of
Henry George. Entitled “Henry George:
An American Original”, the seminar was
conducted by George Collins, director of
the School, and Vandana Chak, a School
faculty member. Beginning with a briel
biographical talk on George, Mr. Collins
remarked on the early scholarly leanings of
Henry George. Although a family financial
.crisis precipitated his withdrawal from
school at an early age, forcing him to work
six long days a week at a glass-blowing

Vandana Chak and George Collins

factory, George spent much of his spare
time at the local library in Philadelphia,
attending lectures and devouring whatever
books he borrowed. Through his father’s
influence he was able to sign on board a
trading ship as a cabin boy and sail to the
Far East. While in India George, atthe age
of sixteen, showed some of the propensity
for keen observation and literary turn of

MOVEMENT ACHIEVES U.N. RECOGNITION

By Pat Aller

The International Union for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade is now a Non-
Governmental Organization recognized by the United Nations, through the efforts of
Alanna Hartzok (Pennsylvania) and Harry Ball-Wilson (Hawari and England). TU
President Richard Noyes has appointed Hartzok alternate delegate and Pat Aller

(New York) delegate.

The UN charter provides for
people’s representation, through
nonprofitorganizations, sothatthey
might attend weekly briefings, dis-
seminate UN information, and ob-
tain greater support for UN goals.
Non-Governmental Organizations,
known as NGOs, total about 1500,
and function through the UN’s
Department of Public Information
(DPT). In addition, approximately
700 NGOs (about half of which are

Pat Aller and Alanna Hartzok

DPI affiliates) are associated with

the UN through the Economic and Social Council {ECOSOC). These NGOs must be
international organizations with sociceconomic interests. They are entitled o discuss or

" present papers before certain UN groups. The TU will also apply for ECOSOC status.

All organizations are urged to plan ways to celebrate the UN’s 50th anniversary in
1995; the two banner dates are March 26th, the charter signing in San Francisco, and
October 24th, the first meeting in New York City. 1993 is the Year of Indigenous Peoples,
and NGOs are working on improving their representation in official UN activities,

For further information, please contact: Pat Aller, 160 West End Avenue, New

York, NY 10023.

phrase that he was to use to great effectin
later life. He kept a series of notes on the
back of his sea-journal, recording weather
conditions and shipboard tasks as well as
his observations of the life and culture of
India. These jottings, from whichMr. Collins
quoted, offer quick, vivid impressions of
both local landscape and human custom,
and foreshadow his later style. Here he is
describing Calcutta and the Ganges river:
“The river, at times very broad and again
contracting its stream into a channel hardly
large enough for a ship of average size to turn
in, was bordered by small native villages, sur-
rounded by large fruit trees, through which
little bamboo huts peeped. As we advanced the
mists which had hitherto hung over the river
cleared away, affording a more extensive
prospect...Onthe banks the natives beganto go
to their daily toil, some driving cattle along,
others loading boats with grain, while the
women seemed busywithitheir domestic fasks...
The river here takes a sudden bend, crowded
with ships of all nations, and above nothing
could be seen but a forest of masts.”’

There is in this passage a natural
rhythm (perhaps much like the rhythm of
the river itself) and (continued on page six)

(Flease see Pat’s reprt on recent NGO briefings on page three. -1.1.)

GEORGISTS GO ON LINE

Aninstant, international dialogue on
Georgist political economy is underway,
and only two things are needed to partici-
pate: a modem, and an open mind, There
are now two Georgist computer bulletin
board systems, or BBSs, to choose from:
the Henry George KnowledgeBase, oper-
ated by Harry Pollard from the Los Ange-
les HGS, and The Level Playing Field, by
HannoBeck in Columbia, Maryland. From
either BBS, computer users may send and
receive electronic mail messages, engage
in on-screen conversations with people
from around the world, and download -
formation from the bulletin boards,

The BBSisnotabrand new phenom-
enon, of course; computer operators have
been using them to swap files, know-how,
tips and quips for years. Indeed, Harry
Pollard’s BBS first went on line in 1989.
Harryreports thatinterestinthe board has
waxed and waned since then, but he still
getsquite a few calls. “The farthest awayso
far,” he says, “was from Croatia.” Now,
Harry is aiming to gear his bulletin board
toward the group that consumes computer
time most voraciously:(continued onpage three)
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LAND SLAVERY IN STATEN ISLAND

I have lived in New York City all my
life, and like many city residents I have
always been under the erroneous impres-
sion that the City of New York owned the
land. That is, until T discovered the theo-
ries of Henry George, the intricacies of
the Manhattan land book, and Frank
DeDeminico’s Mariner Harbor. The
Goethals Mobile Home Park in Staten
Islandis the only mobile home park within
the five boroughs. In September of 1991,
the residents of the 128-unit complex
finally felt their landlord had pushed
them too far.

The park is owned by a F.LD. Con-
struction Co., of whichDeDemenicoisthe
principal figure, The tenants “own” their
mobile homes {many purchased through
Mr. DeDeminico’s company,) and rent
the land; DeDeminico’s company has ad-
ministered the park for the last ten years.

The dispute started when a cable
company attempted to run cables in the
land itself, near the residents’ homes. Mr.
DePDeminico, however, wanted the cables
installed in the street, “like all other Staten
Islandresidents. JTwant themtorespectme
and put it where I want it o be put.”

Unfortunately, DeDeminico’s soli-
darity with Staten Island residents does
not extend to garbage collection for his
tenants. In thatcase, he assertshisrightsas
landowner, and charges for his private
collection service.

Actenants’ organizationwasformed:
The Staten Island Meadowbrook Park
Civic Association. The group cited a list of
offensesincluding - in addition to the cable
company’s complaints - an exorbitant $38
monthlyrenthike (leases are ona monthly
basis), neglect of rat infestation, delivering
discolored water, and prohibiting garbage
pickup by city sanitation.

The tenantsbegan withholding their
rent nearly a year and a half ago. There
have been injunctions against the strike,
and finallyastatehousing agencyattempted
to form a cooperative of mobile home

by Kathleen Cummings

ownets which would literally purchase the
whole facility. However, this plan depends
on the cooperation of both sides - and that
has clearly not been the case here.

The situation has evolved to a stay of
eviction for another twenty days. The ten-
ants must provide $50,000 to the owner
from their escrow account, or be evicted.

HenryGeorge’s theories apply here
in a glaringly obvious way. This rent strike
is reminiscent of the Irish and Russian
land rent strikes of the 19th century, but it
also illustrates the special viciousness of
20th century life. Frank DeDeminico in-
tends to evict his tenants because “It’s the
law.” Henry George statesin Progress and
Poverty that a small percentage of citizens
are given the right to expel nearly the
whole population from the major portion
of the nation. Frank DeDeminico and his
F.ILD. Construction Company is a local
example of this same landowning class.

Will we see more land strikes like
this one in Staten Island? Not likely; thisis
not merely an isclated case of injustice. It
is an especially egregious example of a
fundamentally unjust land tenure system.
Yet it cdlearly illustrates the harsh realities
that private collection of land rent holds
for ordinary people who must struggle to
make a living. The residents of Goethals
Mobile Home Park were stuck - unable to
sell their homes, because their landlord
never obtained certificates of occupancy
from the city.

Editor’s note: Kdthleen Cummings is
a student in the school’s political econonty
classes. She reports thal since this writing,
the rent strike has gone on in a kind of legal
limbo. Community Board #1 intervened to
push for negotiations with the tenants. The
tenants are aitempting to purchase the whole
Jacility, and the manager iswilling to nego-
tiate on this. Meanwhile, however, the un-
paid rents accumulate, placing the fenants
in a risky position, having only paid the
minimum amount required to secure the
court’s thirty-day stay of eviction. (¥,

HGS Library Co-ordinator Pia DeSilva has achieved her goal of user-friendliness - according to
three diligent students on a Wednesday afternoon this March!
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HicaLIGHETS OF RECENT UNITED NATIONS BRIEFINGS FOR NGOs

Trade between nations has now been sur-
passed in financial value by direct foreign
investment by transnational corporations,
.reported Karl Savant, research chiefof the
UN’s Transnational Corporations Divi-
sion, on Jan. 21st. This reflection of the
globalization of the economy suggests that
Georgists should watch big business at
least as carefully as they watch nations’
foreign trade.

One hundred corporations
control a third of the world’s stock
of investment. They are the elite of
35,000transnationals, and their for-
eign directinvestment now delivers
more goods and services than trade.
Where goods are transferred or produced
abroad, such investment can improve lo-
calskillsin office procedures, maintenance,
marketing, and other business areas.
Transnationals also often build infrastruc-
ture in the cotintries where they do bus:-
ness. But, only 20% of foreign direct in-
vestment goes to developing nations {(of
which ten predominate). Poorer nations,
trying to create an environment conducive
to investment, often fall further behind.

Transnational supremacy raises
problems of monopoly, the dwindling sig-
nificance of trade, and the implications of
soine countries’ actions as theyreshape to
become foreign corporate clients.
Conflict resolution, instead of war, is a
prime UN goal. Peter Kung, delegation
chief of the International Committee for
the Red Cross, described his group’swork
toward that end on January 28th. While
national Red Cross/Red Crescent groups
respond to natural disasters, the ICRS
deals mostly with those created by hu-

. mans: wounded civilians and soldiers,
military prisoners, and the needs for
shelter, food, water and sanitation. Kung
explained that the distinction between
natural and human-caused disasters is
blurring, and he stressed the need to pre-
vent conflict, rather that pick up during it
or after it. ICRC has arranged ceasefires,
createdneutralzones, evacuated residents,
and appealed directly to combatants for
humanitarian behavior. Kung praised the
efficiency and courage of NGOs who
help ICRC in its work.

Karen Christianson of the Interna-

by Pat Aller
good and bad, of coping with them. Ex-
amples of conflict include differences be-
tween generations, groupsunable tolisten
to each other, and economic dislocations
such as plant dosings. Trying to cope,
people might attack, compromise, surren-
der, or retreat - but to resolve conflicts it is
necessary to move beyond mere coping
and find solutions. The process includes
identifying causes and goals, listing
alternatives, and developing
awareness of clashing roles and
V expectations. The greatest con-
flict-management challenge,
Christiansonl added, comes when
sides are unequal or one is evil.
UN humanitarian relief offorts in Somalia
were discussed by Philip Johnston, Presi-
dent of CARE (Cooperative for American
Relief Everywhere) on February 4th. UN
officials had to overcome dislike for all the
warring factions. To work toward social
stabilization, the UN is attempting, with
local input, to restore district police sys-
ternswhich can function after United States
and, later, UN forces leave. While the
primary needs are famine relief and citi-
zen disarmament, there are huge underly-

" ing needs: improvements in water, health

(of livestock as well as humans), agricul-
ture, education and jobs - and the resettle-
ment of 1.5 million displaced pérsons.
Johnston admitted that it is hard for
recruiters to identify trustworthy local
leaders, but he stressed the need to act
quickly. He cited examples where local
groups, after UN education and help,
refused to let former warlords rule.
Every week 253,000 children die because
offamine and preventable diseasessuchas
diarrhea, said Staffan deMistura, UNICEF
Deputy Director, on February 11th. The
rise in ethnic disputes creates a corre-
sponding rise in child misery. Juveniles are
used as shields, food procurers, bargain-
ing chips, and warriors. In Afghanistan,
“stroll teams™ of boys as young as nine are
taught to throw grenades at Russians.
When deMistura first went there, he
learned that his natural and professional
mnclination to reach out to children could
be fatal. Instead, he and his associates
went to the marketplace, leapt atop a jeep,
and explained the UN’s peaceful mission.
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| Raymond was generous with his deeds

RAYABRAMS

Raymond Abrams passed away onMarch
7th, 1993. He was 68 years old. Born in
Brooklyn, he came to Florida in 1950,
and worked for the City of Miami Beach
until his retirement.

He and his wife, Grace, traveled tomany
foreign countries over the years. He was
agreathumanitarian andloved all people.

and his money. He believed inthe Geor-
gist movement, the peace movement,
and nohunger for children. Onhismonu-
ment is inscibed: A Georgist and a Lib-
ertarian - Beloved Brother and Uncle.
From his sister and family
Ms. Margie Adler
(Ed.’s note: Activein the Georgistmove-
ment for many years, Ray Abrams wasa
frequent participant in conferences, a
generous contributor to Georgistorgani-

zations, and the author of Total Tax Relief)

GEORGISTS ON-LINE

(Continued from front page)
high schoolers. Often more adept at using
such systems than their teachers, students
in HGS-LA’s Intérstudent program dre
encouraged to explore the material on the
BBS and kick ideas around on-line.

Hanno Beck enters the game this
year on The Level Playing Field, “a com-
puter BBS for anyone interested in free
discussion.” His plan is {o post thought-
provoking material on his bulletin board
andtostimulate dialogue with “arguments
-voting - contests”, the results of which will
be available to all participants. Lotus 123
users may download (and fiddle with) a
spreadsheet model of wealth distribution.

Anyone who has material to con-
tribute to either bulletin board may do so
simply by contacting it through your com-
puter modem and uploading the files you
wish to share. For those who are unfamil-
iar with the procedures involved, both
bulletin boards provide easy-to-follow
menus. All you have to dois log on.

The Henry George KnowledgeBase
may be contacted at (818) 353-2242. The
Level Playing Field is at (41G) 740-0969.
Try it first on Tuesday, Wednesday, or
Thursday evenings - but its hours have
probably been expanded since then.

#&onal Association on Religious Freedom,  An old merchant called out, inviting the speakers to mspect the ruins of his home. “The

a conflict resofution consultant, described
several kinds of conflict, and varicus ways,

Godfrey & Yvonne Dunkley, Georgists and
[friends from South Africa, will be iraveling
across the USA this September en route to the
Intl. Conference in Australia. Can any friends
in the movement offer them lodging for anight
oriwo? [f so, contactus at the HGS for details.

tomtom of the marketplace went through the city.” said deMistura, “Taxi drivers, children,
everyone understood that these UNICEF foreigners were different, not enemy soldiers.”
NGO Briefings are on Thursdays at 10:30 am. The usual format is a half-hour film or
videotape, followed by a question and answer session. NGO delegates, whose passes
admit them to many other activities, often lunch afterward in the UN cafeteria. Alanna
Hartzok, who plans to visit New York monthly to represent the International Union, has
represented other groups at the UN. Pat Aller has enrolled the IU in a new NGO
committee on the environment. This, and other meetings at the UN, will be reported
in the months to come.
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THE PHYSIOCRATS: The First Single Taxers

Part One

The economic school known as the
Physiocratsis generally considered tohave
been the first scientific school of econom-
ics. Inthe 18th century, when “physiocracy”
developed as both an economics and a
philosophy in France, Europe was going
throughgreatsocial and economicchanges.
The old feudal order was giving way to an
increasing consolidation of mercantilist
practices and state power. The opening
and expansion of marketsforforeign trade
that began in the early 17th century was
becoming more and more the privileged
preserve of monopolistic Companies that
maintained their power and control
through political and economic pressure.
Towin favor with this increasingly wealthy
and powerful mercantilist class, the royal
courts of Furope were only too happy to
issue royal grants of privilege (such as
special exemptions from taxation), both to
private individuals and to whole compa-
nies, as the interests of both parties were
becoming more intertwined.

At the same time, the burden of
taxation fell increasingly on those least
able to pay it - the land-based peasantry.
The feudal mode of production was rap-
idly giving way to heavily administered
monopolistic capitalism and the cor-
porate state. This in turn produced a
corresponding change in ideology. The
way in which the production of wealth
was viewed changed as emphasis shifted
from manufacture

emptied the coffers of the royal state. At
the same time the royal court was becom-
ing ever more indulgentin its consumption
of huxuries. After completing the royal
palace and extensive grounds of Versaille,
the court turned to other forms of extrava-
gant and conspicuous consumption,
amassing royal houses and retreats all
over France. To cornpensate for the
increasing cost of empire, Louis
XV resorted to two classic
ways of raising quick cash:
borrowing from foreign
financial syndicates and
raising taxes.

The borrowing of
money and the levying of
taxes were both used to
service an ever-mounting
national debt. In fact, as
far back as the mid-17th
century Marshal Sebastien
Vauban had commented on
the recurring recourse to the

taxing of the peasants, “Poor , -Rabenacqaés]‘urgat

peasant, poor kingdom; poor

kingdom, poor king.” For expressing this
view he was denounced and dishonored.
Added to this taxation of the economic
base of society was what has been de-
scribed as a “crazy-quilt” pattern of indi-
rect taxes: internal customs barriers (every
major city in France had a customs gate
through which no goods for sale could
pass without the payment of a tariff),
restrictions on

and land-based
production to
mercantile trade
and commerce.
As the abundant
surplus created
by such enter-
prise was becom-
ing evident, land
andlabor came to
be considered as
secondaryfactors.
It was this trend

18th-century

the movementand
salesof grain, and
elaborate tolls
and excise taxes.
Against this
hodgepodge and
seemingly ran-
dom system of
taxation, the
Physiocrats pro-
posed what they
called the impdr
unigue, or single
tax, which would

ris Customs Gate

away from seeing
land as the source of wealth - as well as the
granting of special privileges - that the
physiocrats wanted to turn back. They
urged a greater emphasis on agriculture
and tax reform and a lifting of restrictions
on trade as a way to naturalize economic
relations.

In the mid-18th century France was
an empire that was both militarily and
fiscally overstretched and the government
was nearing bankruptey. Expensive wars
against Great Britain and Austria and the
constant need to police and maintain its
extensive colonial holdings had nearly

be a tax on land value only. Against the
imposition of tariffs and tolis on the trade
of goods they proposed a laissez-faire or
free trade approach.

The recognized founder of the
PhysiocraticschoolwasFrancois Quesnay.
Trained as a physician specializing in sur-
gery he became court physician to Louis
XV and published extensively on various
medical topics. His knowledge of the cir-
culation of the blood and his belief in the
body’s natural healing power came to in-
fluence his later economic philosophy. It
was not until he was in his sixties that he

Henry George Newsleiter, March - April 1993
by David Domie

turned his attention {0 economics, pub-
lishing in 1758 his Tableau Economigue in
which he used diagrams to illustrate the
interdependence or UNCONSCiOUs COOpera-
tion between different economic classes
and the flow or circulation of payments
among them. He further believed that
social harmony depended on free compe-
tition which would adjust the
body economic, putting it
in sync with a pataral
equilibrivm,
Perhaps the
best known of
Quesnay’s
followers was
Anne Robert
Jacques Turgot.
Though not strictly
a Physiocrat, he
began as a disciple
‘of Quesnay and, like
Quesnay, believed that
all economic value was
ultimmately derived from
the land. Turgot attzined
public office after having served in the
chambre royale, the French Supreme
Court, and was later made governor of the
province of Limoges. While serving in
Limoges he had his subordinates make a
land register, a table of the value of every
field and land-holding for taxation pur-
poses. With this he was able to implement
a limited Jand value tax based on the pro-
ductive yield of each parcel. He was also
instrumental in introducing new kinds of
crop seeds and new breeds of catile to the
province, much increasing overall produc-
tivity. He then set about introducing a
public works project, building over 450
miles of the finest highways in the country.
He compelled landownersto contribute to
ateliers or workshops which employed the
poor. Most of his projects, however, in-
chading his tax reforms, were never al-
lowed to come to full fruition; he was
stymied along the way by the central ad-
ministration, the bureaucracy of its day.
Turgot became Controller-General
for France in 1774, coming to that posi-
tion, as Thomas Carlyle later put it, “with
a whole peaceful revolution in his head.”
Turgot’s plan was to do away with all
obstacles to free trade and free labor. He
also wanted to remove all controls on the
price of goods. He implemented a limited
government subsidy for what he consid-
ered the more modern trades - porcelain-
making machines, mechanical looms, a
new systern of postal delivery and the
invention of anew passenger coach, which
cut travel time in half. Another radical
proposal that was  (continued on back page)
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The Schedule of Sessions

Wedmnesday: Building 2

Stronger Georgist Movement

4 New ways of teaching George

<> The role of education

<> Research Needs

< Publications and Public relations

< Political implementation: long-range
and immediate

<4 Organizing for impact: integrating
the elements to build a stronger
Georgist movement

Thursday: Revitalizing Cities:

Renewing Ameriea

< Urban decay: facts and causes

< Turning decline into renewal

<> Fiscal crisis and resolution

<> Impact of Proposition 13 and its’
counterparts on urban crises

4 Federal tax reform

<> Equitable sources of revenue

Friday; Land and Tax Beform

Weorldwide ‘

<% Learning from land and tax success
stories around the world

< Leamning from continuing failure stories

<> Success stories in the United States

< Promise and prospects for the Former
Soviet Nations

< Japan’s econorny and its world impact

Satucday: Economiecs

for Social Pregress

<> Rewriting modern economic theory

< Working land into macroecononmcs

<> Land speculation and the Depression

<> Assessment reform: fast track to land reform

<> Implementing Land Value Taxation at
the Community Level

< New Ways of Teaching Economics and
Social Science - a2 workshop for teachers

< Creating and Financing Healthy School

Systerms

Awards Banguet
Keynote addresses by Dr. Richard Netzer,
Dr. Nicolaus Tideman, and Edward Dodson

Sunday: Economics of Natural
Resources and the Environment
< Applying principles of economic equity
to environmental goals
<> Economic cost of air poliution: offset
rights: a modern enclosure movement
< Natural resources: use, abuse, revenue sources
< State and federal water systems in California:
who is served, and who pays?
< Water as a source of state revenue

Comnference
of the Counecil
of Ceorgist
Organizations

~ the Course
of History

Planning

Los Angeles

Can we move toward freedom,

< Administering public lands prosperity and socidl justice in today's

< Latifundia and environmental world? This conference addresses the
degradation promise, the prospects, and the

< Working together to share and sustain application of Henry George’s theory
the earth of Economics toward those goals.

Featured Speakers:

D#, Fred Case, Professor
Emeritus; former head of the
Department of real Estate and Urban
Land Economics, University of
California, Los Angeles

De. Robert Einsweiler, Research

Director, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

Grace Foeter, Research Director,

California Parent Teachers Association

Dr. Mason Gafney, Professor

of Economics, University of

California, Riverside

Dr. Robert Gilmour, Fxecutive

Director, American Institute of

- Economic Research

Lennie Goldberg, Director,

California Tax Reform Association

Michael Geravell, Former US

Senator, state of Alaska

Ted Swartney, Director of Apprais-

als, Bank of America; formerly Director,

British Columbia Assessment Authority

Richard Matz, Assemblyman,

39th District, state of California

Dr. Dean Msczynski, Director,

state of California Research Bureau

De. Diek Netzer, Dean, School

of Business, New York University

De. Donald Shoup, Professor

of Architecture and Regional Planning,

University of California, Los Angeles

Dr. Nicolaus Tideman, Professor
of Economics, Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Albert Rodda, Former California

State Senator, Chair, Finance Committee
D, Phillip Vineent, Scnior Economist,

California Legislative Analyst’s Office

Charles Warren, Director,

California State Lands Commission:

De. Robert Wood, Distinguished

Professor, Wesleyan University,

former Head, Federal Department

of Housing and Urban Development

At the Los Angeles International
Airport Sheraton, 6061 W. Century Blvd.,
L.A. CA 90045, Sleeping rooms are not part
of the conference package; conferess must
make their reservations at 800-445-7999.
Special CGOrate of $59 per night (single or
double occupancy). Hotel features shuttle
service to airport, beaches and shopping,
health club and other amenities.

‘The full conference package, includ-
ing all sessions and meals, is $340 before
June 15th, $350 after. Partial packages are
alsoavailable. The CGO now accepts VISA
and MasterCard for all conference fees. For
full schedules, registration forms and all
other information, contact Scott & Sue
Walton, P.O. Box 57, Evanston IL 60204
{tel: 708-475-0391; fax: 708-475-3776)
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Puzzle Clues:
1. Founding Physiocrat

2, Market’s means of subtly nudging
toward equilibrium, says Smith (2 words)
62582 116 844144

14840 152 139

63 121 88 4355179

3. Noted Monetarist, views LVT as least
objectionable tax

708108 315 138 7

134

153 109 41
4. HG Movement’s UN NGO

6. Cause of depressions, intractable
poverty, and myriad bad things (2 words)

11 2

8 57

19

133

<n
i3
3

|

00

54 85 147 93&156 21 67 12

7. What the portly philanthropist said
to the well-travelled terrier (4 words)

g42 76 107 4111 1131332

8. Origin of land titles, according to H.G.
(3 words)

141 117 39 118 154 i

15 129

9. Has no intrinsic value, but people
want all they can get of it

10, Home of the jet stream, and, possibly,
the inflation rate in Russia

12. How land values are determined
by taxers (single and other)

13. Supply-siders say the wealth won’t
trickle down without this

14. Environmentalists want to put a price
on this destructive opposite of wealth

15.H.G.:aworkmanis worth this (2words)

34 58 99 113 100&104 137 20

16. Ketchup, for example, during the
Reagan years...
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HENRYGEORGE:AnAmeﬂcan Origimll (continued from frontpage)

simplicity of expression that lets the scene
reveal itself. George does not strive for
“effect” or for the aesthetic distance that
manytravel writers of the time affected; we
get the thoughts and observations of a
person who is immersed in what he is
experiencing, rather than someone whois
steppingback and merelyrecording points
of interest. Furthermore, he does not con-
descend toward the mative citizens of
Calcuita, another trait of most writers of
that time, but presents them as part of a
natural setting - in short he identifies with
them and their labour, a point of view
much in evidence in his later writings.
After he returned from his sea voy-
aging Henry George nextapprenticed asa
printer, a trade which taught him the more
formal aspects of spelling, punctuation
and sentence construction. During this
time he remained, as he woulid for the rest
of his life, an avid reader and skilled de-
bater. As a consequence of both his own
restlessness and the general economic
depression that prevailed in the country in
the 1850s, George, unable to sustain gain-
ful employment in his homeland, signed
on again with a trading ship. This second
voyage gave him again ample opportunity
tohone whathe was to make hislife’s craft:
writing, The written passages Mr. Collins
quoted from this part show an expanded
breadth and manarity of style. Leaving his
second voyage and settling in California,

Henry George returned to the trade of
typesetter and soon took the risk of sur-
reptitiously printing his own opinion in
one of the editions of the newspaper he
worked for. Rather than being fired for
this impertinence, as he expected, hisboss
offered to pay for any such subsequent
jtemns he cared to write. Thus began his
career as a professional writer, leading
later to his becoming editor and publisher
of the San Francisco Post, “a lively, con-
troversial and successful paper.”
Throughout his life George never
lost sight of the Jot of the common people.
He couldn’t helpit;hewasone of them and
suffered many of the trials of the most
destitute. This lent his writings a strong
practical grounding and accounts in large
part for his emphasis on the crucial role of
land and labour in the creation of wealth,
leadingultimatelytothe question he posed
at the beginning of Progress and Poverty:
Why, in spite of increase of productive
power, do wages tend toa minimum which
will give but a bare living? Mr. Collins
interwove George’s trip to the east coast,
and his reduction to temporary penury,
with quotations from his writings, giving
insight into both the man and his times.
Mr. Collins then introduced
Ms.Chak who provided a broad historical
background to the times in which Henry
George lived. Ms. Chak began by saying:
“Whenever I read (convinued onback page)
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Service With A Song

¥i Ming Shi is the consummate
student, volunteer and alumnus. Like
many others, she strives to fully undez-
stand the Georgist Philosophy. YiMing
hastaken class after class, evenreturn-
ing tothe basic class a second time. She
attends every Georgist function she
can, and voluntarily undertakes many

- services for the school.

With an indefatigable enthusi-
asm for therecording of history, hardly
an event goes by at the school that she
does not offer to videotape. A native of
Shanghai, China, Yi Ming is not yet
fluent in English, but that’s no deter-
rent to her. At the recent dinner of
Fragments, Jack Schwartzman’s indi-
vidualist Georgist periodical, Yi Ming
contributed a love poermn that matched
in beauty the best that anyone else had
read. She had taken a Chinese poem
and translated it into Esperanto. A
friend did the translation from Espe-
ranto to English. Thisis also the proce-
dure she uses to translate Henry
George School class announcements
into Chinese, and then publish them in
the Chinese Newspaper World News.

Tl
}':i_.'l-f.irg_q N Oettpand Werre Ping

tion, held on April 2nd, YiMing brought
us another gem. She told us that she
badbroughtalong a friend, WangPing,
a singer from China, with the hope of
having her perform if the program
would permit.

With over 150in attendance, the
program ran quite long and we simply
could not ask the audience to sit any
longer, even for beautiful songs. But
Wang Ping proved to be a trouper.
When asked after the awards portion
of the program, she readily agreed to
sing upstairs where the graduates were
making merry. Her thrilling renditions
of Chinese songs in a ringing operatic
voice, captivated her audience, calling
forth several encores.

Wang Ping was a hit. The music
added quite a sparkle to the evening.
And as theywere leaving, Yi Ming said
decisively, “Next time, she will take the
course.” - George Collins

- It is either getting gas, or it is

At the Winter Term Gradua-

antasticIsland is the name of the settlement
F where model producers demonstrate the
law of rent in the latest offering from Harry
Pollard’s successful Interstudent program, produced
by the Los Angeles HGS. Designed for senior high
school students, Interstudent is a series of interactive

lessons in political economy.

Interstudent’s Law of Rentlesson, “The Story
of Fantastic Island,” is impressive in its ability 1o
make the tried-and-true “rent chart” model address
a great many of the related issues and questions
surrounding the laws of distribution: overpopula-
tion, capital, housing, tax policy, and, of course,

land speculation.

The model does the additional pedagogical
duty of commenting on itself as a model, a tactic
which slyly accomplishes dual objectives for the
presenters: teaching students the concept of eco-
nomic modeling, and enhancing the authors’ theo-
retical credibility to outside evaluators. “Models,
suchas Fantastic Island, are notreal,” notes Pollard.
“They are put together to demonstrate how

causes and consequences are related. By
defining standard conditions, it can make
changes to a cause and its consequences
[will be] clearly evident.” To illustrate the
usefulness of amodelin economicdiagno-
sis, Pollard uses this analogy:

“An automobile with one thing Productlon 353

wrong can be easily diagnosed.,

not....But, if its ignition isinter-
mittently shorting, its fuel lines
are partially blocked, its com-
pression is at times leaky..., it may take a
while to pin down.” All true enough. What
Pollard does not say here, however (but
his madel clearly shows) is that it is point-
less to tinker with any of these lesser
problems unless there is gas in the tank.
Land speculation is siphoning out the fuel
tank of the economy.

One innovation in the rent chart of
Fantastic Island (perhaps inspired by the
territorial reality of southern California) is
that the model’s seven grades of land
include four thatare quite fertile and three
that are nearly useless. It is only the intro-
duction of capital that makes this model’s
marginal land habitable.

Rent >»>>

Page Seven

' TEACHERS’
CORNER

‘Whenland speculationisintroduced,
theformerlynice & neatchart turnsabomi-
nably sloppy and chaotic. This is, after all,
whatlandspeculationdoesto the economy;
it is a most effective low-budget visual.

Of course, with this bad a land-
speculation problem, it is quite easy to
see that Fantastic Island is neither over-
populated nor unable to provide
employment!

Finally, in his “Notes,” Pollard
makes some rather persuasive observa-
tions about why the HGS materials seem
at odds with conventional economic
wisdom. Modern economics, he argues,
is seldom concerned with fundamental
problems, but with symptoms, whose
treatment is “usually political, which
means that every whimn of political advo-
cacy must be discussed....Statistical
measurements, such as the Gross
National Product, the Con-

Production >>>
“Fantastic
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0 4 03 sumer Pri_ce Index or the

' . Merchandise Trade Deficit,
are not economic measure-
ments. They are political,
useful only to governments.

The poor quality of the land in the
last three blocks enables this model to
illustrate “How Welfare Fails to Help the
Poor”. Subsistence in this model is estab-
lished at 5 - but competition for jobs has
forced workers to accept jobs for wages of
only 4. “These are now the working poor
- people who work fulltime, but cannot
survive without outside help.”

010
They are of [only] passing
interest to the producer....”

Kudos to HGS-LA for supplying
California high school students with
uncompromising Georgist study materials
that, nevertheless, stand a chance of
passing theoretical muster!

For information and copies, write
to: Henry George Schools of California,
Box 655, Tujunga, CA 91042.




Page Eight

The Physiocrats
(continued from page 4}
put in place was the abolition of forced
1abor, that is labor “owed” to the state by
commoners for thebuilding of bridges and
roads. Turgot had done away with this
involuntary public servitude while gover-
nor of Limoges and instituted the paying
of wages to government laborers, some-
thing radical in its day. Turgot also dis-
mantled the guild system, an elaborate
apparatus that restricted, he said, the flow
of labor, making the right to work the
privilege of the few and well-connected. In
doing this Turgot said “ God, by giving to
man certain needs and making them de-
pendent on the resource of labor, has
made the right of labor the property of all
menand that propertyis primary, the most
sacred and imprescriptible of all”,
Yetwhen Turgot tried toimplement
hisideason anational scalein the spring of
1775 the entire economicsystem of France
was consequentlythreatenedwith collapse.
There were riots throughout the prov-
inces, which included the storming of gra-
naries and the confiscation of goods on
river barges, as prices soared. The nobility
rebelled in the Parliaments as he tried to
abolish special privileges for their class,
calling for hisresignation or worse. Alarge
crowd marched on Versaille and threat-
ened to storm the palace. Turgot became
convinced that the populace was feigning
hunger in order to discredit his ministry.
His response was to call out 25 thousand
national guardsmen and institute trials
and public hangings. What happened?
Why did Turgot lapse into the sort of
absolutism he so despised when he took
office? Was this the direct result of some-
thing inherently wrong in his reform at-
tempts? Or had he challenged toostrongly
the structures of power and privilege?
{To be continued in our next issue)

AN AMERICAN ORIGINAL
(Continued from page 6)

Progress & Poverty what impresses me
most is his grasp of not just the bare facts
of history but his grasp of the basic issues
of the historicat process.” Giving as an
example George’s observations about In-
dia, she went on to describe both the
history of that country, its domination by
various foreign powers and its struggle to
free itself from colonization, as well as
George’s unique insight into the political-
economic ramifications of that struggle.

M. Collins returned to the podium
and continued the intertwining of Henry
George’s life and writings. He related a
story about George’s being considered for

the Chair of Economics at the University

Henry George Newsletter, March - April 1993

Basic Courses

Fundamental Economics

Mondays, Mr. Lindy Davies, 5:30 - 7:30
Tussdays, Ms. Vandana Chak, 6:30 - 8:30
Wednesdays, Ms, Pia DeSilva, 6:00 - 8:00
Thursdays, Mr. fiving Kass, 6:00 - 8:00

Progress & Poverty (in Spanish)
Wednesdays, Mr. Manuel Felix, 6:00 - 8:00

Understanding Economics
Wednesdays, Mr. Lindy Davies, 12:30-1:30

Advanced Courses

Applied Economics
Tuesdays, Mr. Lindy Davies, 12:30 - 1:30
Tuesdays, Mr. Nibalde Aguilera

{in Spanish}, 6:00 - 8:00
Woednesdays, Mr. Sydney Mayers,

6:00 - 8:00

Economiec Science
Tuesdays, Mr. George Collins, 6:30 - 8:30

Current Events
Mondays, Mr. William Brown, 6:30 - 8:30

History of Economic Thought
Thursdays, Mrs. Fryda Ossias, 6:00 - 8:00

A Philesophy of Life
Wednesdays, Mr. George Collins, 6:30 - 8:30

New York in the Springtime!

Friday Evening Forums
In Spanish:
Paeeto Rico: Statehood
vs. Independence
Ms. Ana Lopez, May 7th, 7:00 - 8:00 PM
Protection vs. Free Trade

in the Americas
June 4th, 7:00 - 8:00 P

In English:

Land in the Movies (7:00- 10:00)
Local Hero, Apnil23rd
Sometimes & Great Notion, June 11th

How Wali Street Works
Mr. Frank Sposato, May 14th, 7:00 - 9:00

Saturday Seminars (1:00 - 3:00)

Nareotics and Terrorism
Mr. Roland Rakotonirainy, May 1st

Clintonomics: New Beginning,
or Back te the Future?
Prof. William Vickrey, May 28th

Starting a2 Smail Business
in the Big Apple
Mr. Tom Hill & Ms. Myrtha Becker, June 12th

The Monepoly Experience
Mr. Lindy Davies, June 15th

of California and invited to give a series of
lectures. George’s first lecture contained
this bit of admonition to the students
and faculty: “For the study of political
economy you need no special knowledge,
no extensive library, no costly laboratory,
if you will but think for yourselves. All
that you need is care in reducing complex
phenomena to their elements...applying
the simple laws of human action with
which you are familiar...” George was not
invited back to deliver lectures.

Tt is this sort of plain speaking that

121 East 30th Street
New York, NY 10016

Henry George School of Social Science

set Henry George apart from most of his
contemporaries in the ficld of political
economy. It has been said that Henry
George was as popular as two other
American originals of his time: Mark
Twain and Thomas Edison. With the first,
he shared a sense of wit as well as a
sympathetic understanding and insight
into human nature, coupled with a
sagacious literary style that was both
poetically expressive and insightful.
With the second he perhaps shared the
desire to shed some light in dark times.
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