NEW YORK LECTURES REACH DIVERSE AUDIENCES

The New York HGS was even busier than usual around the last weekend of
February. On Friday the 23rd the School dffered Perestroika in Russia and Hungary, the
second of three Friday night forums scheduled for itswinter term. And on Monday the 26th,
a lecture in memory of longtime HGS faculty member Cyril Harvey (see last month’s
Newsletier) was given by George Collins, with Richard Barbuio and HGS teacher Nan
Braman.

Speakers for the Perestroika forum were Arnold Bratov .a Russian playwrlght who
has been iiving in the United Staies for only one year, and Professor Geéorge Schiiiidt, &
physicist at Stevens Institute of Technology. Dr. Schmidt, originally from Budapest, was a
member of the 1956 Hungarian pro-democracy movement, and fled the country-when the
movement was defeated. Both speakers were able to provide a personal view of the mo-
mentous changes in Eastern Burope. Mr. Bratov, who has a play now running in Moscow,
compared the concerns of writersand artistsin the twosocieties. Dr. Schimidt summarized
Hungarlan history, and suggested that, for the countries of Eastern Europe, democraucna—
tional self-defermination is oftén more important than economics. The program was mod-
etated by Prof. Norman Horing, also of the Stevens Institute, who has written an Open
Letter to the Communist World (see the December '89 issue of the Newsletter)

* Aftertheir presentations the speakers fielded quesuons lefrand right. The chicfarcas
of concerii were the potential for a reunified Germany, and the preservation of socialist-
style economic rights (i.e. the right to housing and medicai care) should Eastern European
nations fully embrace capitalism. A cordially dissenting view (to that of her husband) was
presented by Mrs. Schmidt, who, while conceding that “full employment” policies in
Hungary led to.massive stagnation, held that the political structures emerging in Eastern
Europe must provide for people’s basic needs if they are to succeed. Discussion continued
as everyone was treated to a selection of delicious Hungarian pastries. .

Prof. George Schmidt Mr. Amold Bratov

The selection of Harlem’s Toure College as the site for the Cyril Harvey Memorial
Lectare was suggested by Richard Barbuto, who worked with Cyril Harvey on the Harlem
Land Value Tax Project in the early 80’s. This was the neighborhood where Mr. Harvey
lived and worked, established the Harlem House of Commons, and tirelessly promoted, as
George Collins put it in the title of his address, “the philosophy of social justice”.

The lecture was the concluding event of Touro’s Black History Month schedule.
After a brief welcome to the college and the series by Jamal Joseph, Touro’s Director of
Student Affairs, Richard Barbuto introduced the work of the Henry George School. Thea,
Nan Braman spoke on the life and work of her friend and fellow teacher, using biographi-
calmaterial onr Mr. Harvey's earty life, which was provxded by Sydney Bndge;nan Harvey.
She fémembered a than who was too honest tobe a poolshark andtoo gentleto bea boxer,
yet'was skilled at both -- big, enérgetic, magnetlc and pasmonate about justice. .

George Collins’s lecture foliowed: a stirring description-of the justice and pracucal—
ity of Henry George’s vision, using examples from.around the world, and down the streef;
anewly-remodeled subway stationopenéd out ontoan entire block ofrubble-strewn vacant
tand, along a busy thoroughfare. The audiefice had not far to look to see the apphcablhty of
George’s ideas, and they received the speech with, enthusiasm. A reception followed.

The final Fridaynight Torum of the spring term, Muckrakers and Reformers with Stan,
Raubenstein, is scheduled for March 23rd at the New Yotk Schaool. .

Frof. Norman Horing
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HARD DRUGS & HARD
DECISIONS PINLA. |

On February 23rd, in the second of
its Final Friday dinners devoied to “Inter-
nal Pollution”, The Alumni Group of the
Los Angeles HGS cxamined “Crack in the:
Window: Supplying the Retail Market in
the Age of Cocaine.” Invited speakers

~ were Craig Peters and John Myner of the

L.Apolice, and John Vernon, entrepreneur:
in the food business and State Chair of thq
Libertarian Party.

Some of theissues covepedmcluded
the corrupting influenceofthe drug trade’
by which “a polleeman ‘offered imore cash
than he’s likely to earn the restof his life isi
facing intolerable and unifair temptatlon”‘
{cne Mexican policeran  was offered
$35,000 to simply go to the: other side of
town while planes landed-and unloaded);
the violation of due- process under ‘the new’
anti-racketeering law (the moment you are.
charged with a crime, the. government
seizes all your assets) thCh i§ being ex-
tended beyond dru g-related cases;the high
cost of financing. the war on drugs (e.g.,
many more prisons wilk-neéd to be built);
and the fact that anti-drug laws are creatmg
a large new class of eriminals, -

According to The Alumni Group’s
fiyer: “Former addicts... ean go to.
McDonald’s for $5 an hour, or... get $5 &
minute continuing the illegal acuv:ty that.
supported their habit. What are they fikely
to do? What would you be likely to do?
The question remains. Do social rights
transcend individual rights? Does individ-,
ual freedom include the right to choose
hard drugs? Does soclety have the nght

Cratg Peters and his. parmer Ji ohn
Myner agreedto disagree over the legaliza-
tionissue. Peiers poxmed outthat while the:
discussion may be pmlosop' ‘cal;' hundreds_
of thousands of babies are,| i

American already addict ted to, bard drugs
Peters, who had done 14 of his 18 years of
pol;ce work in drug enforcement‘: Also re-;
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“BY GEORGE” PRESS C@VEMGE UPDATE
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rcform are makmg further mroads on the

_‘pubhc dialogue, and an even more en-
couraging sign is that this month’s cover-

age includes three op-ed pieces that es-
chew the. usual habit of damning Henry
George s ideas with faint praise.

A piece entitiéd “Revilalized Cities
Require Property Tax Reforms”, by Sey-
mour Rauch, appeared in the Buffalo
Neéws on January 17. Rauch's article ar-
gues for a fwo-rate property (ax as a pow-
erful toolin the fight against urban decay—

__particularlyifthe taxis gradually shiftedfo.

fall compietely on land. Buffalo, Rauch
writes, is an ideal city to exploit the virtues
of this tax reform, because it is blessed
with many natural and locational advan-
tages, and waits only for the proper incen-
tive to develop them.

The Chicagd HGS is reprinting an
article by William S. Pierce, “Make Tax
Abatement General”, which appeared in
the February 15 edition of A Heartiand
Perspective, issued by the Heartland Insti-
tute. Pierce’s article observes that while
tax abatements for real estate developers
serve some useful purposes, they also
serve to reward existing privilege and en-
courage corruption. Why not, Pierce ar-

HARD DECISIONS
{continued from page one)

The sentiments of the meeting were
with John Vernon who argued for de-
criminalization. Removing exorbitant
profit from the drug trade is the only way
to rolt it back and cut down on related
crime; the onlyway to lower the profitis to
allow a free market. to réplace monopoly.

Two volunteers sefved as “desig-
nated hitters” to open the discussion pe-
riod with hard questions: libertarian Mi-
chael Green and printing firm owner
David Byrnes. Also, copies were distrib-
utedof a correspondence on the pros and
¢ons of Prohibition from Science (Journal
of the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science).

Next Final Friday will be on March
23rd (not the last Friday, due to Michael’s
Restaurant closing for two weeks)and the
topic will be the first of three oh the exter-
nal, rather than internal, environment:
“Local Pollution (and utban sprawi).”
Speakerswill be Margil Wadley, an associ-
ate of LA-HGS, and Jeff Smith, Green
activist. April’s theme deals with electric
power and ecology, and May’s Final Fri-
day will be on global warming and other
possible catastrophes.

Errata: Our February 1990 article on “To

gues, iei everyone n tne- i__P rnmmnmhr

share fthe beneﬁts of tax abaternents, and
institute a permanent tax abatcment-—by
removing the tax on all iprovements?
Also on February 15th, W. Philip
Cotton; Jr., an.architect and the’ treasurer
of the Public Revenue Education Councit
in St. Louis, Missouri, published a pleoe in
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch called “Prop-
erty-Tax System Promotes Slums”. Cot-
ton’s article argues for site-value tax, and
hints at the beginning of a movemeni in
Missouri for constitutional change allow-

. ing the-adoption of local two-rate property.

taxes, as Pennsylvania’s constltutlon now
does.

Mr. Cotton has also been active in
the pubhc dialogue abroad, correspondmg
with Mayor Manfred Rommel of Stuttgart
West Germany, regardmg the usefu“h:ms
of land valve taxation against housmg
shortages. Mayor Rommel was quoted in
the St Louis Post-Dispatch on Nov. 4,
1989, as saying that the West Gerinan
government would have to spend many
times the $1 billion figure it has projected
for new housing, to keep up with the sky-
rocketing demand.

Smoke, To Drink, To Die in L.A.” con-
tained two errors: Fred Allen should read
Steve Allen ffho Steve ‘Allpn) and- T"la(_m'i
Byrne should read Byrnes. Apologm to
Mssrs. Byrnes and Allen! .

- Editor.

SECOND L A. ESSAY
CONTESTANNOUNCED

In addition to the coliege under-
graduate essay contest reported in our last
issue, the LA school has announced a high
school essay contest on the same theme:
“Managing the Earth’s Limited Resources:

- Henry George’s Policies as Tools.” Prizes

are $1000 for first, $500 for second, and
$250 for third place. Deadline for submis-
sions is April 15th, and is open to high
schoolstudents in L.os Angeles and Orange
Counties. Prize money and copies of Prog-
ress and:Poverty for the contests are. being
provided by the Robert Schalkenbach
Foundation. For more information, please
contact the LA school in Tujunga. .

ANNOUNCEMENT:

Winter term graduation festivities
in New York will be held on Friday eve-
ning, April Gth. Contact the New York
School for the exact time and location.




1990 NORTH AMERICAN GEORGIST CONFERENCE
JULY 25-30, COLLEGE OF SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

The Ool!egc of Santa Fein Santa Fe,
New Mexicowill be the locale for the 16th
Annval North American Conférence of
the Council of Georgist Orpanizations
(€GO). The conference begins with regis-
tration on Wednesday evening July 25th
and concindes Monday morning July 30ih.
Members of Common Ground USA will
méet in pre-conference from Sunday eve-
ning July 22nd to Wednesday afternocon
July 25th. The conference is also the 5th
Annual Conference of the Intermountain

- Single Tax Association (ISTA) which is

serving as local host to the continental
conference.

Those who regularly attend the an-
nual conferences value them not only asa
way to keep up with progress in Georgist
educaﬂon and reform, but also as a way to
renew old friendships and make new ones.
For some, it’s their annual vacation. Stu-
dents of the Henry George School are
especially encouraged to atiend.

Special features of this conference
include a New Mexico style reception on
Thursday evening; a daytrip to Taos,
known for its historic American Indian
Pueblo architecture, on Friday; and the
annual banquet on Saturday evening.

Speakers will include Richard
Noyes, Deputy Chair of the CGO and
President of the Internationat Union for
Land Value Taxation & Free Trade; Ste-
ven Cord (Henry George Foundation of
America) and Colin Bonner (P.E.P.
League of Voters) debating the merits of
the capital gains tax (as a way to socialize
unearaed increments in land values); Stan
Rubenstein on How the Southwest Was
Won (by the US from Mexico); Ian Lam-
bert (from the Cayman Islands) on Geor-
gean philosophy; speakers on the Spanish

land grant systcm and on Amencan Indian
land tenure, and several others mcludmg

" publicofficials from the Southwest suppor-

tive of land value tax. In addition 16 speak-
ers there will be workshops on a variety of
topics such as the Green moveinent and
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ing of The Milagro Beanfield War is also
planned.

Festivities will feature singing by
George Collins and Mary Ann Fellows (of
the College of Santa Fe) accompanied by
Stan Frederiksen (Public Revenue Educa-
tion Council, St. Louis), aswell as a “Geo-
cratic” sing-along. An ecumenical gather-
ingwill be led on Sunday moming by David
(’Brien of Common Ground, on the
theme of “Our God-given Property.”

Several organizations plan to hold
business meetingsduring the course of the
conference. In addition to the Common
Ground pre-conference mectings, the
CONwillhold itsannual mestin ngon on Satur-
day as well as a conference evaluauonj
wrap-up on Sunday. ISTA has scheduled
its anoual meeting for Sunday evening July
29th; and the Henry George Foundation
will meet earlier that same day.

There are several choices regarding
registration: (1) Full Conference Package
(all eight nights) for $325 if you pay in full
before May 31st, $345 after May 31st; (2)
Core Conference Package (Wednesday

evening to Monday morning) for $210
bcfore 531, $225 aﬁer 5/31; and (3) Daily
Package @ $45/day before 5/31, $50 after
5/31, with reception and banquet an extra
$8 each. The bus-trip to Taos, complete
with luncheon program at the Sagebrush
Ion, costs $20 ($25 after 5/31) and is the
onlyitem not included in the package deals.
All bedrooins are double rooms. Those

' tnp. He also mvues essays, letters and

 GEORGISTTOVISIT . |
EASTERN EURQPE |
Jeﬂ“ery I Smith, Président of the
Institute for Geonomic Transformi-
tion, is planning to make a tour of East-
em Europe beginning April 21st this
year. Jeff is in contdct with Zygmunt
Fura, a leading Fast Europeari Greeriin
FPoland. Mr. Furaisarranging Jeff's uin-
erary to incliude meetings with Greens,
professors and officials in several East
European couniries including Poland,
East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hun-
thhuama, Estonia and Russw. i

other material which he will convey 10 |
those he will meet with on his tour.
Contact: Institute for Geonomic Trans-
formation, Jeffery 1. Smith, Presidens, |
PO Box 157, Santa Barbara, €A 93102
(Tel: 805-969-7024).

staying off campus but wishing 1o attend
sessions may pay a $15/day conference fee
(or'$10 if you remit before 5/31). The re-
eeption and the banquet for those not$tay-
ing on campus are each $15 before 5731,
and $20 after 5/31. Other meals for those
not on-campus addup to $15 perday (or $6
per meal). The package and pro-rata
prices include the appropriate conference
fees (360 for full conference, $40 for core
conference). A $40 per person minimum
deposit is required for all on-campusregis-
trations.(non-refundable except in dire cir-
cumstances).

To regisier, or for more informa-
tion, use the form below: fill it in, cut it out
and send it to the Council of Georgist Or-
ganizations. You may also telephone the
Council in the afternoons and evenings at
212-889-8020. '

EENEENNENEREENEEENECGUBPEEONCEDNCOONERUUGERNCNEEENNECEEEREUNNERERRAR
To COUNCIL OF GEORGIST ORGANIZATIONS, 121 East 30th Streed, New York, NY 10016

Please send me/us more information on the 1980 Georgist Conference in Santa Fe.

CR:

Please register me/us in the 1990 Conference, & send more information on Santa Fe, the Conference, & how to get there.

Full Conference Package for ___ person(s) @ $325 {or $345 afier 5/31) Taos dayiripfor _____ persons
) @meach(szsaﬂerslan
Core Conference Package for ___ person(s) @ $21¢ {or $225 after 5/31)
. Enclosed:
Daily Package for ___person(s) @ $45/day room & board (or $50 afier 5/31) for the following dates: (,:;:ﬂmum ;m;
. . Or #___ Off Campus
First Meal: to Last Meal: see rates above)

Name(s)
Address

Zip Phone




BIBLICAL ECONOMICS LHVKED TO TODAY’S CONCERNS

its ekplanatory essay,
hungry,and

hical L ‘d T’nure Interrehglous Resource Du'ectory has just come off the press.
This i 1s an &page (letter_ s12e) bodklet pubhshed by the New York school for use by Jew1sh '
C [ noerned with issues of €CONOIMIC justice. _ '

Reli glous groups are now going beyond traditional charity, the booklet pomts outin
k - “Why do those who are not helpless find themselves homeless ]
z dy"” The Jubilee proclamamn of Leviticus (25 23)iscited: “Theland: must

not hp sold beyond rer'lmm for the land is mine; and you are but stramzers resident Wllh.
me? Further the booklet pomts out; modern theologtans now interpret one of the goals

of the 'mssmn of Jesus was to restore the
orlgmal intenit of the Jubilee, as in Luke
418(bywayoflsa1ah6113) “He has
anomted me to prcach good news.to the
poor.. .to proclaim the refease of captives...
tosetat liberty't those who areoppressed, 10
proclalm the acceptable year of the Lord.”

" The Dtrectory contains an extensive
b1bllography of books, pamphlets, and
magazing articles wntten by Henry George
and Georgtsts on rehg10n and economics,
as well as related videotapes, A fist of
Georgist and other organizations con-
cerned with ethical economics and land
tenure is also provided.

" Ethical Land Tenure is the result of
the socmlly engaged fieldwork of Alanna
Hartzok who started the Interreligious
Georglst Network a fewyears ago. Itisa
most. welcome addltlon to our stock of
useful“‘o.u_treac ” m_ateﬂal Copies of the
bookiet may.be ordered @ 50 cents each
from the New York school.

 Church Ecology - The Earth Is the
Lord’s is a recently completed ten-week
course, for which twenty-two enrolled, at
the Crystal Cathiedral in Garden Grove,
California (the TV headquarters of Robert
Schuller). The course, giving a Georgean
perspective on land ethics and economics,
was presented by Margil Wadley, Ph.D.,
with guést lecturers Professor Mason Gaff-
ney (University of California at Riverside)
and LA-HGS Director Harry Pollard.

IN MEMORIAM: JOHN H.
PO_ELKER 1914 - 1990

Public Revenue Education Councﬂ of St.
Louis, must announce the passing, on
February 9, 1996, of our dedicated and
esteemed Honorary Director, the Hon.
John H. Poelker, who served us well over
many years.

-A native St. Louisan, Joln was al-
most revered by political friends and foes
alike. His contributions to Metro-St. Louis
were numerous. He became St. Louis’s
City Assessor in 1953 — Comptrolier in
1957 -- and Mayor of St. Louis in 1973. His
dedication to the site value concept was
carried out in subtle fashion over the years,
in many ways. John heiped us conduet
seminars,and was awitness for the causeof
site value based public revenue in our state
capital, lending his dignity and quiet per-
suasion to our efforts to make Missouri the
“next” site value state.

John will be screly missed. We'll
always remember the keen wisdom and
great advice John gave us over the years..

To you, John, from wherever you
may be “looking over our shoulders”, we
promise to move forward as you would
have us do. You've been a monumental
leader and inspiration to all of us.

--Stanley A. Frederiksen

Henry George School of Social Science

121 East 30th Street
New York, NY 10016

Address correction requested .

NY CLASSROOM BECOMES

‘lﬂAI MARKETPLACE

- The-New York School conducted a
newkindof Saturday Semindron February -
10:- The:Real Monopoly-Game, an.- eco-
nemi¢ simulation game-designed by assis-
tant:director Lindy Davics. The game was
firstintroduced as a classreom exercise in.
Undérstanding Economics during the fall
89 term, and student response was
deemed enthusiastic. enough to warrant a
fulier development of the game in a three-
hour seminar format. Although it bor-
rowed the name of the popular board
game,thisgamewasaltogether differentin:..
design. However, pressreprints were:avail-
able on Monopoly’s original purpose as a
Single Tax teaching tool.

Participants in the game chose class-
room scats endowed with various natural
resources (crayons, paper towels, pencils,
paper pads, sharpeners, and a wastebas-
ket) and produced wealth (sentences on
paper) and capital (sharpened pencils, etc.)
for exchange. The game was surprisingly
realistic, and saw the evolution of industri-
alists, employers, a woman who made a liv-
ing selling ber poetry, and even a weifare
cheat. After the game was played for more
than two hours, a lively discussion ensued
on how it -embodied and illustrated the
principles of pofitical economy, and how it
could be made still more realistic. Twohigh
school teachers in attendance made plans.
to use the game in their classes.

More information on the simulation
game, or on the origins of the Monopoly
board game, can be had by writing to Lindy
Davies at the New York School.
ANNOUNCEMENT:

Spring Term Classes will begin the
week of April 16th at the New York
School, Details in next issue.
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