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PARABLE OF THE WATER TANK

Adepied From Edward Bellamy, Showing the Effect of Landlordism and the
Cause of Industrial Tlepression

On a certain rocky island there was a wonderful spring—-a
spring called Natural Resources. When one day a score of ship-
wrecked sailors drifted onto this island and beheld the spring
they were exceedingly joyful, for the waters were abundant to
supply all their physical needs. Each man helped himself to the
waters, which he carried from the mountain to the sunny plains
below.

Then one day one of the sailors said: “We are not living like
civihzed humans. Let ws build a large tank in which to store
the water and [ shall pay you to fill it.” So they built the tank.
Then they took the buckets from the boats and carried water.
For every bucketful they put in the tank the leader paid them
three cents. Tor every bucketiul they took out he charged them
five cents. Things went along well. Then one day the leader
said: “The tank is now full. T shall not hire you any more until
the water is used up.”

So they paid the five cents a bucket. But soon their money
was all gone. They clamored for permission to carry more water
to get some money. DBut the leader only said: “No, there is still
water in the tank. Tt must be used up first.”

“Bat,” they said, “how can we ever buy back the water when
we got only three cents a bucketful and must pay five cents to
purchase 17 QOur wages do not give us sufficient purchasing
power to buy back what we produce”

But the spring-lord only laughed.

So the other nineteen men said they would go to the spring
and get their own water.

But when they went there they found that the leader had
fenced in the spring. And because there was overpreduction of
water and no jobs for any of them all of them but the landlord
sufiered themselves to be starved to death.

The Miller & Lux, Spreckels and Weyerhauser interests
own more acres on this coast than there are in the German
Empire,
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THE OBJECYT OF THIS PUBLICATION 15 TO SECURE A FREE EARTH BY
ABOLISHING TAXES AND TAKING GROUND RENT FOR PUBLIC USES

fThat we showld do unto others ey we would have them do
wnic we—that we should vespect the rights of others as serupd-
lously as we would have ouwr vights respected—is not g mere
counsel of perfection to individualy—but i is the law to which
we amust conform social dnstitutions ond nalional policy—if we
would secure the blessings of ebundance and peace.” —HENEY
GEOREGE.

THE WOLF AT THE DOOR

Again the dread invader has appeared to Baunt the richest
country in the world. Our arm of national defense, army, navy,
aireraft and poison gas, all-powerful to repel a foreign foe,
stands impotent. Like a mysterious plague, weird, evil, it has
appeared among us. It is something against which charms

and incantations principally are employed. Men speak of it
in whispers, with hushed voices—or not at all. Like the

ostrich, America sticks its head in the sand and denies that

panic and hunger are with us again.

Men walk the streets wvainly for jobs, soup houses and
bread lines appear, crimes of property multiply, desperate fam-
ilies shiver and go without food. Yet we must not admit it
for fear the strange visitation grows worse. The distress, the
famine, the calamity are manifestations of some strange phe-
nomencn of which the government and the people know not
the cause. Banks and chambers of commerce employ sorcery
and fetichism and try to hait the ghost by talking prosperity.

Yet America was never richer than now. Nature was
never more genercus in the bestowal of her bounties. The
nation has seen no famine, no drouth, no flood. The misery is
not the fruit of supernatural necromancy, but confusion in the
affairs of men.  Yet there is hope in the face of despair,
There is an ever-growing army of those who have seen the
troth set forth by Henry George. In California more than
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