Ciwvil Rights .Issue
LIBERTY LINKED TC ILAND

by E. Robert Scrofani, Chairman, History Department, Berkeley
) High School, Berkeley California
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Evictions in peace camps in England like the evictions
in civil rights disputes in the USA #n-the 603 prove once
again that liberty is linked to land.

The story of Greenham Commons in England began in 1981

Wiz .
when 4% women and children set off from a nuclear weapons
plant in €Cardiff, Wales for the Greenham Common USAF base
one: of the proposed sites for the installation of 26 cruisge
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milles

The media igﬁored the women but they decided to stay
and set up a "peace camp" on the commens. For the women of
Greenham Commons it was a new way to work for peace. Tents,
teepes, constant cold, damp, dismal surroundings, greasy
lukewarm washing water did not deter these women from raining
in their protest wigil.

The goal of the women was an enormous one. One women
said, "What we want to change is immense. It is not just
getting rid of nuclear weapons, it's getting rid of the whole
structure that created problems of nucledr weapons. If we
get rid of nuclear weapons and yet retain the same political
structure we're going to end up with something just as bad."”

But the municipal govérnment of Newburg did not agree.
The Mayor found these 'invaders' a nuisance. "We have had a
good relationship with the military until these women came.”

When questioned by a PBS reporter from America what the wome,,




2) were doing wrong, the Mayor could only comment that these
women were "dirty, lived under disagreeable conditions", and
broughfaksfavor on thé character of the community.

By May of 1981 the Council conviced the authorities to
evict the camp. Spe—vwomam commented-Iater "When I areived
inmthe—aftérnoon{cgﬁg-main pavilion h&éﬁgg;;-desfroyed by the
bulldozers. 100 police and half a dozen bailffe ulled down
the camp. Five women were arrested and were required to pdy a
£25 (30 dollars} or a week in jail. Four were to serve their
week-éentencé and the fifth paid the fine and went to work to
keep the pesace camp open.

A new camp has now been established on land cut of the
Jurisdiction of the eviction order but only a few years away
from the old camp. The camp iz under constant threat of evietic
and on occasion the police have come to clear the area. But th
women constantly return, Their liberty is linked to the land.

Civil Rights in USA

Robert-Tidemany -&-San- Francisco-educator and economist
whose daughter taught in a Mississippi Freedom School tells a
Story that illustrates the relevance of the land é%ﬁgggﬁg
to the civil rights and peace movements. -

Robert Tideman says:"Look what happened to one of our
local girls, Gretchen Séhwartz,"whp.was arrested twice in
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two days in Drew Mississippixﬂ She was attending a rally outsid
the Bolly Grove Baptist Church. Police arrived at+ the rally wi:
a d%%on of the church who ordered them to leave.

They then moved to a nearby vacant lot whereupon the polic
brought the white woman Who owned the property and she told
them to leave., When the group moved into the street they were
arrested.

"Of what value is the right to assemble peaceably if there



3) is nowhere a spot of land on which to stand and be heare

"The egual right to use ' public' facilities & for whicl
2ll pay taxes is clear. Whatever challenge may be made on gr¢
private proverty, this challenge cannot be made where the proj
is publicly owned." _

There -are many people who disagree thatﬁgiéher the Negrod
in the Southﬁér the some 800 young/3§§§f§”¥ﬁ3g§33;;d into Mis:
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that fateful summer in the 60s in the U.5. should have been tl
Or hat thef??g;;-£§€Z;fering in a distant and complex probler
There are!%g;§7£n England who agree with the Mayor of Newbury
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these womed Are a "nuisance” ‘nd should not be there.

"I do not share that view," says Tideman. The only way 1
gain and hold one;s rights is to g?ﬁég&éé them. When the rigk
to travel and speak is challenged the only true remedy is to
accept the challenge, go there and be heard.

When a contemporary of Tom Paine said, "Where freedom
is, there is my country, " Paine responded, "Where freedom is
not, there is mine.”

In the spirit of Paine, the ybung freedom riders of the
Amerﬁcan Civil Rights Movement and the women of Greenhaven
have taken up the challenge.

Sharper Focus on Land Question

While Tideman supports these challenges to freedom, he
believes that these issues call for a sharper focus on the
land question.

s"After the Negroes won thelr right for egual access to tl
streets and sidewalks they still remain locked cut of most of
their own state. The vacant lot next to the Holly Grove Bapt]
Church is only one of the 146,000 vacant 10€Z??¥2§ﬂzgzbh they

could have heen evicted by the police on the call of the landl

And beyond the vacant lots are vast underpopulated underused :

withheld from legitimate needs of both blacks and landless whi



4) _
tint. Eoioded
The ébmmons from which the women of Greenham €emmen is
but a fracton of the land in a country where unemployment is
over 10 percent, ané .. of the country remains locked from
A

the use of the people.

says

"The rights and peace movements must come to realize,
Tiéeman, someday that confiscating money from the poor by way
of sales taxes, or from the industrious by way of income and
other taxes is as much an invasion of liberfy as to close a
public park, street or commons tothe people.”

"For the value of land created by the whole community

and attaching to the earth, our commeon inheritance rightly
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Jgiég%%ato all and should be used to relieve all of us from

arbitrary burdens on our labor and trade."@%n£§¢ :ZZ{L”
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