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There's a ginkgo tree just torning green
qutside the Center CItY rowhense, and in 1ess
fime than it has taken for the tree o add 8
growth ring land prices in downtown Tokyo
apparently have jumped 600 percent, 0 8.7
nwitlion an scle

] think that explaing why the Japaness
live so poorly,” obsarves Furman Wilson, &
sentor medical technologist who holds down
jobs at two ‘hospltals,

Wilson's classmatos and teacher grimly
agree that Tokye's 200ming land prices sle d
very bad sign {ndeed. They are il Grenryists.

This is the opening of snother semestar at
the Henry (GeoTge dchoal in Philadelphia,
which since 1935 has naon dedicated 10
spreading 1he unigue ecomomic vision of
Henry George (1839.1887), a major peonomist
and social reformer of hig time.

Today, thers are only *a couple thousand
people worldwide committed o (3eorge’s betlef
in the Utopia to be achieved through & prog
erty tax, acording fo One€ Georgist, but the
school turhs out a fow converls every yeel.

The Hemry George School 18 in the small
brick rowhouse at 413 5. 10th S where George
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was Dorn alm

is preserved in 8 second-fooy bedroom.
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Geotge's messags, tanghi here by ol
wers in poneredit courses costing just a few

dotlars, is that
speculation an
me
yeable produs

o

forih the gre

a1l society’s 11s flow from fand
4 rents, which Georgists a8 a8

only form of wealth ihat prodoces 0o

v to benefit society.

To & Georgist, the same system that bripgs

neeur of One Libert¥ Plage,

vigible 8 few blocks away threugh the gink

go's hranches,
an venis,
B oim alse @

riched the schotl
they did very wail ob the sale of

million -
the school’s N

alse forces some peopie 1© five

system that has recently en-
and the movement ¥y $3

ow York headquarters in mid-

sown Manhatian. [n the view of the Georglsts,
it is exactly that sort of appreciation in Tand

vahugs thal
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George's proposed rammedy’

and even

ultimately impoverishes Wage

Drings on depressions,
a gingle tax, @

high tax on land that would reflect the land’s
valug, vegardiess of whether the land Deld a
shack or a skyscraper. Nobody conld afford to

pokd jand for
ices produced

(See EORGE

specuiation, but goods oF serv-
on it would be tax-dree. AS &

on 940

Y Philadelphia Iopifed 7 A PRESTON

sgonomist was born almost 150 years ago.
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F commerce world
urish, wages would rise, poverty
@%K dizappear.

Fragments of George’s message
survive - a8t week Mayor Goode
proposed sssessing Philadetphia
tand at 4 higher tax rate than build.
s, which he said wonid discour
age speculation snd enconrage hulid
ing. But a5 proposad by maaaﬁ it iy
@?m:& pa tslngle 1ax)” and the
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1 ica % % ?m@ﬁ ﬂq_m%m was
pailed as 5 m@mﬁ s afigr propounding
me singistax idea in his book Prog-
5 and Poverty, Political mov
w.wmmmm formed around his  ideas,
which he expended, and he returned
w,m WSW@J froma agwwﬁm T as 8
Fgure of international BRporiance.
s influence contlnued 1o grow.
and he ran for office, bul his heaith
began to fail, George died in 1897 in
the midst of bis second campaign for
Emw%, % 2@5 York,
hisinDeeng
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that m% I
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And when ﬁ% rise, ]
Ggorge teaches. 5o do interest rates.
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“Land,” by the way, & mors than
st the sinfl under bwmildings, ac
cording to Georglst, It is gveryihing
in the universe otley than man and
his products. beslcally all natur
TEROUTCLS

“We tike i joke thal wa
tand,” savs Georgs Lo Colling,
gantly dieised ngm éww Trs

ﬁx i, ww ne memorabls phrase
of mmmmmm;% historian Bobert Le Hell
mroper, siter death George “want
straight mto the underworld of eco
wm_ﬁwﬁy and there he wwwﬁﬂ, today.”

Az 8 “semicrackpol”

His idess are still mught - wel,
SUnTAY - in the economics
: s of the malnstream, but then
they arg mostly dismissed. The most
damiing scousation 15 that he mmlﬁa
of proportion: Rent and land
costs are not thought 1o be ¢ i,:?ﬁ i
nical/industrial scolomy.

tnless vou are a Georglst,

o you are, you s6g connections and
natterns that explein almost all ine
BIEtIges.

You becnine 4 Goorglet, ususlly, by
hesring about the schoeol in 4 come
mercial on classical music station
WEFLNTM (9570, or by sesing an ad
a neighborhcod newspaper and
ropping by for one of the sight
fﬁw % courses, Fundamenial Foonom-

&8 or How Wall Straet Works

“Tin just exeited that I came across
savs Timothy Lee Morrison, a
= serious young man who took the
#updamentals course last fall and,
%@ most of the seven other students

n this class, has signed uyp for the

WE;b Foonormics Ex?awm

5 courier {or Faderal Dxpress.
Morrison took courses at Tempie
University, he says, until a serles of
accidents é?ﬁ;%%a nig formal
schociing. Whilte at Temple, he
toak the basic econOmMICs 5Urvey
COATHE.

“It was interegting, but in compari-
qom L., it did not really touch base
with any specific ideas. You get db-
rectly invelved {n the realism of ecor
omicswith-Henty Goorge, . he 58y

A committed stidént — even
though the Henry eorge School
isn't accredited and grants no de-
grees — Morrison read Progress and
Poverty in his first ¢lass, Just {inish-
ing the book is an accompiishment,
%nm?:wm 1o avervong who has at
rempied it Morrison has its main
points thoroughly memorized.

The courss starting this night will

dasl with free trade and tariffs, but
xﬁm there is 2 review of what ihe
studenis learned in the first course.

The voluntesr teacher is Hichard
1. Biddla, & tescher in the Philadel
phin School DHstrict’s Headstart pro-
grag who has been a Georgist since
attanding coursez at the Henry
George School about 10 years ago.

“Iioes anyhody remember from the
iast colirse what land prices were in
Tokvo? Biddle asks, and Morrison is
guick with the answer.

“Dar aore? 5880 million.”

b

recent Berron's magazing article,
with a figure of $6.72 billion for one
Tokvo piot. Bt wasn't the same aorg

Biddle passes out photoeovies of a,

director of the i
sinee 1964

Colling, an lmmigrant Trom de
maics, save that he was a soclalist
mofore hie came across the H /
Goorge School in New York, whicl
wos founded in 1937 and of whicl
the Phitadelphia school 15 sctually &
mranch or division,

The Mew York wgs on B
441k Straot mmi fast month, in
puilding the wic; ?:,m,
ahoul $650,000 eight yos
which it addsd E; w ,f% mR:M
i H_.m::,@%m\m@;

Wew York's land
it .m@m;@w@ 10 56
mare than 85 3; mm

The Maw York ,w E:Hga
sehools are sffilis
George HSohools o w%m . V,M ;:y
in Los Angeles and San Francisee
among other places, he says.

There also i3 8 Georglst movemenst,
mased in London,
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This @wﬁm % M.mmaxww on
Pennsvivania's president
and chatter among the
makes clear thelr denicgl IS}
ions are diverse but pretty cath

Furman Wilson, the medical 1
notogist, finds time to be vie
dant of his netghborhood associal
in Mount Alvy when he lsn'tworking
st the Veterans Admipistration or
Albert Einstein ﬁmm%& Canter
Weckly classes a1 the school last 2%
hours and the ﬁi%:mv ke anoiber
faw hours a week,

“Many times Uve practically boen
A, g Mwmsmww %m mate-
rial” Wilson savs, bul he doss 1t
becanse “George demystilies what is
considerad complex. | sometimes sa)
to friends, "I wish vou had a coursa
George.” ... George pushed me fo ry
0 mw%ﬁxma whal's going on, what
1 1z all abour”

RBiddie, his teacher. s er thet
George doesn't presch toial revoly-
tion.

“He's advocsting really vel
restructuring of society, ?
technical reforms.” Biddle :

But in his ?ﬁsé w0 fm
Bidadle invokes some of the fe
that seems to be the common ggaww
ingtor among Georglsty

“All buman helngs have an egua
m%ﬁ 1o the land” BRiddis says.

“Therefore, people shoyld only use

what they need. The basic issue i
justice. Bvery day when we drive in
Phijadelphia, we see mweim hanging
on by athread, living on 2 heat v
All éw? human connection
been oui. Justice has not
served,” )
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