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CHECK LOCAL ASSESSING METHODSf-Record__

charts used by city property assessors in Grand Ra
day from James Clarkson, right, may
ago of the Southfield agsessors offic
deputy assessor, Ernest Beren,

M. Thielman, center,

Program

Visitor Explains

Land value is a city’s great-
est source of revenue, Mayor
James Clarkson of Southfield
told Grand Rapids city officials)
at a breakiast copference which
preceded the opening of the 67th

annugl  Michigan  Municipal
League convention here Wed-
nesday. '

‘'sent his eity’s approach to as-

Clarkson, who was here with

an estimated 1,000 other muni-
cipal officials for the econven-
tion, was invited by the Grand
Rapids City Commission to pre-

sessing which places top prior-
ity on land- values as a basis
for murnicipal taxation.

- The Municipal League con-
vention opened at 9:30 2.m. and
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‘—Grand Rapids Press Photographer,
cards, photographs and

pids drew praise Wednes- '
or of Southfield whose shakeup four years,
e drew wide attention, Clarksen and his .
left, are entertained by City Assessor Clarence

shortly before noon delegates:
heard Detroif Mayor Jerome P.
Cavanagh, who Tuesday was
renvminated by a 4to 1 major-
ity, deliver the keynote address
of the convention.

Clarkson, whe deseribed him.
self as a :
- practical

politician putting into
lise some of the ideas. -
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as Henry George. said his com-
munity is putting empbasis on
land value assessments first,
and . others, such as personal
property, afterwards.

“What we are doing is le-
gal,” Clarkson, an attornev,
said. “The Jaw must be inter-
preted and construed and you
have to make it conform to the
community.”

Clarkson said a city can at-
tract industry by use of the
land value assessment program
because an industry does mot
have.to pay a premium on its
inventory (personal property)
and its ability to produce.

He nofed that some states are
abolishing the personal proper-
iy tax entirely.

Must Update Values

In response to questibns after
his talk, Clarkson said that Iand .
values should be updated each

T oiyear. .
" He also said that a 1 per cent

depreciation is allowed in his
community on buildings each
year and a 3 per cent pbsoles-
‘ence dépreciation on- a2 new
building iz permitted in the
first year, ‘

“In that way, people who im-
brove their properties are not

0f the. classical economists such

tbenalized,” Clarkson said.




