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Kesidents of Washingtion, D.C. are to
be told how mueh they would pay in taxes
if their homes were exempt from property
taxes.

This information can only be compiled
by the League for Urban Land Conserve-
tion with the aid of computer and dats
systems of the Dept. of Finance and
Hevenue.

80 the League, as part of its program
of edusating people fo the benefits of
land value taxation, is sesking official
backing for the project.

Mr. Walter Eybeck, 54, the League's
president, has writien to Mayor Marion
Barry seeking support. In his letier, Mr.
Eybeck ~ who is special economic adviser
to Representative Henry Reuss — recalied
the work by the Committes on Finance &
Revenue when Barry was its chairman,

"Your hearings showed how untexing
improvements would let economic
development and housing renewal *take
off' throughout the entire Distriet, rather
than in only & few 'hot spois'and thet this
would induce enough new construction and
rehebilistion 1o counteract the present
dispieeement of residents.

"This activity would generate joubs,
restore life to the now-defunct rentsl
construction industry, increase housing
supply generally, and hold rents and seles
of dwellingsg 1o more reasonable iovels.”

The League wanis to finssve a city-

wide analysis of the impaet of land value
texation on the U.B. capilsl, to inform
homeowners and businessmen of the
effect on their incomes.

In addition, the League intends io
sponsor an ambitious project to study the
medium term effect of o switeh o land
value taxation. Previous studies have con-
ceniraied on the immediale impact.

The "dynamic” study, designed by Mr.
M. B. Hodges, a leading Washington
economist-appraiser, will take into
aecount frends in land sales, new con-
struction, ete. These responses would be
fed into & compuier o caloulate revisad
taxes. A panel of experts will advise on
ihe way people wiil respond to the change
in the tax structure.

"The land use and economie growih
patterns projected for the decade are
likely to be more realistic than previous
forecasts of how g large city will respond
to the untaxing of buildings,” says the
League.

"It is recognised, of course, that no
pane! can prediet the future with preci-
sion because many faciors other than the
tax climate will be changing. But idenfi-
fieation of the genersl directions of
change should be significent to urban
policy makers and useful to planners in
the private secior as welil"

The urgency for echange in the prop-
erty tax structure is well-ilustrated by
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CENTEMNMNIAL CELEBRATION

Owr friends from overseos need
secommodation during the Inter-
nationg Conference in San
Francisco, August 20 -25th,

To help moke o foreign visitor's
stay more pleosant {ond inexpen-
sive) call or write NOW:

Centennial Commities
Henry George Schogol
833 Market Sireet
San Froncisco CA 94103
3627944

the mizuse of land and bulldings in
Washing ton itself.

The city is seeking developers to build
new homes, such as the peojected
development on 11 acres in the 14tk
Street grea. At the same time, however,
the eapital has e large number of wnoe-
cupied houses. Lest year, there were
2,800 privetely-owned vacant housing
unitsand 1,300 city-owned vacant housing
units. Many have been vacant for vears. A
suitably adapied property tax which
penglized the underuse of valuable land
would rapidly compel owners to modern-
ize the housing siock and fake some of
the heat off the need to invest searce
capital in new constructions.



The sensational beral victory of 1808
made land reformers believe that at least
site value rating, and perhaps much more
besides, waz Just round the corner. The
movement was nowhere gironger than in
Seotland. Five-sixths of the Seottish
¥.P.s were pledped to the proposal
Government Bills to value the land in
Seotland, preparalory to tazution, passed
it Commons and were then wrecked by
the House of Lords in 1306 and 1908,

In 1809, Lioyd George, Chancellor of
the Excheguer, was faced with 2 most
sapleasant problem, The Government had
embarked on a great policy of szocial
reform, amd wars also engaging in & oo
siderable "navel race” with Germany.
Lioyd George proposed that a small prop-
orticn of the exirs money reguired should
come from iayes which fell on land

People will argue {or sver about what
Lloyd George was trying to do; but 1 shall
give my own interpretation, besed on &
ztody of the Cabinet papers and others.
don't think he was a single-taxer; in fact,
he eategoricelly denied thal he was one.
He did, however, desire to see land both
valuned and faxed

Unfortunaiely, he could not get a
valuationBillthrough Parliamentbecause
he realised that such a bill would meet
the same trouble as the Seottish Bills had
already encountered from the Lords. He
fad some reason for thinking, however,
that if he inlrodueed certain rather odd
aned exotie land taxes into his Budgel, he
might be able to slip in 8 general valua~
tion of lend {which would then form a
basic for fuiure taxation) end get ihe
whele thing through.

in fact, things didn™ work that way st
all. Go far from circumventing the Lords,
he found himself in 8 most bitter consie-
tutions! sirugple against them; which
gicr't end until there had been fWe
General Flections within a yesr, the
Budget bad been pushed through, and the
eonstitutions] powers of the House of
Lopds had been drastieally curtailed.

By 1811, the land reformers were
beeoming more and more eager, and more
and more radical. The Goverment had a
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British {farmiand has paid no local taxes
for 5 years. SBervices are paid for by
other property owners. But, landowners
gre waichful. Said the Scottish Lend-
owners’ Federation recently, "t will be
neiural for the urban majority o look
withionging evesatthelargestandmost
eificient industries in the country —
agriculture and forestry. They will wish
to devise ways and mesns of raising
money, possibly by rating {taxing) agri~
cultural land and thus pulling our
farmers 8t & disadvaniage.”

great many other probiems on s hands
beside the land question, but the land
reformers were determined to push their
own proposals © the top of the list.

They lobbied Asquith, the Prime
¥inister, and they lobbied Lioyd George.
When they thought that the Government
was dragging its feet, they took the cam-~
paign into the country. Liberal Assoeci-
ations were prevailed wpon to adopt
advanced land {axing candidates in by-
elections, and ihe resulfs were often
spectacular.

Bventuslly, the Government was con-
strained to set up its Land Enquiry, which
reporied in stages in 1913 and 1914, The
campaign was iaken up more or less
officially by the Government, and reports
from Ministers made it absolutely clear
thet the land question was really stirring
the couniry. The Government’s proposals

were most cerizinly not pure Henry

George; but they were also nol proposals
which would stand in the way of aneventi-
ual solution on Henry George lines; and
Georgists seemed, on the whole, pretiy
satisfied with the way things ware deve
Toping.

Then, withgreat suddenness, cams the
1914 war., Some of the keenest land
texers, ke C.P. Trevelyan and RE.L.
Cuthwaite, opposed the war sltogether.

Crthers, like Josiah Wedgwood, went out

and fought, lssues partiy, but not entirely,
reiated fo the conduet of the war led to

by
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Asquith and Liosyd George drifting aparty
argd gaeh of them fook with him seme of
the land tsxers. Above all, for four years
&3l public interest centered on the war
itsalf, and iong-range economic guestions
were swept aside,

By the end of the war in 1818, Loyd
George was heading a coslition whose
mainsupport came from Conservatives. A
genersl Fleciion gave thet coalition s
huge majority. Most of the Liberal eeie-
brities, headed by Asguith himself, were
defeated.

The Liberal Party soon lapsed inio 8
state of civil war. A large proportion of
the leading land tawers left its ranks,
hoping toinfluence the rising Labor Parly
in their own direetion. Otheys, cbsessed
with fear of soeiglism, moved towards the
Conservaiives.

On several secasions, in the years thet
followed, iand came back into the fore-
front of political attention, and then
slippedback inio obseurity. The real point
is this. Divisiong which derived essenti-
ally from the war itsell led to the scal-
tering of land taxers in il direetions.

By 1825, Asguith snd Lloyd George,
with their respective and gquarreliing
{followers, were uneasily logether again in
the Liberal Party; yet Wedpwood and
Treveilyan had recently served as Minis-
ters in a brief snd unhappy Labour
Government.

Winston Churchill, who — in his day —
hadbeen as keen a land reformer as most,
was Chancellor of the Excheguer in
& Conservative Goverament, Outhwalie
had gone off on & frolie of his own,

In other words, hurnan relations zi the
top had broken down, and the pank-and-
{ile hed aliowed themselves to be side-
tracked from the probiem which they had
come so near 10 solving. That problem 5
still as importent as it hes ever been; the
immediate question for radicais® is how
to bring it to public attention in & way
wiich will proveke the solution we want.
*The woeds '‘Libersl’ and sadicel are used

in their English sense, which is markedly
different from current ATnerican ussge.



SCHOOL NOTES |

CARADAR HOTES ~ OWTARID

The combination of & nationsl plat-
form allowing portions of lousl property

taxes to be federsily lax-deduetible and |

local politiesl sndorsement of 100% mar-
ket walue assessment on
found the School of Economic Seignce
close to the center of & local flurry of
socig-economic setivities,

Toronio's new mayor is ealling {or

more equitable loesl tax reforms, with |

the press endorsing moves to put land to
higher and betier uses.

Politicians and educators are asking
for more Yaccountable” methodsof better
sducating our urban popuiation to practi-
cal eivie values and responsibilities,
Many have shown direct interest in the
petivities of our organizalion vis lele-
phone conversations end correspondence.

Students ~ 27 so far this year — and
associstes of the Schoslhave beenputling
their idess into practice through research
assignments. The School provides pract-
ical incentives for their sconomic en-
deavors by integrating them a8 much as
possible with the practice of Hemnry
George's soeio-economic philosophies.

The School recently completed 8 re-
search study in conjunction with our asso-
ciate in the Urban Planning Dept. at
Hyerson Polytechnical nstiinte, Profl
Dawid Amberski.”* [ involved our gradu-
gtes and sssoeiates of the Institute in a
study of the property iax in Toronto.
Orders have elready been received for
this work and current interest is rumning
at & high level.

*an Examination of the Adminisirationof
the Property Tax in Metropolitan Toronto,
Srhool of Econemic Science {$5.00)

vacant land, |
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Wednesdey, June 20th
Cost 1 §8.25

Featured Speaker:

Horiharn {‘&%ﬁfeﬁmm Heney George Bohool
CELEBRATION
THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY CIVIC DINEER

Fort Mason Officers' Club
{Bay at Gough BL.)

"Henry Geages — The Ban sid e Inteflost”

Hevip Stawr — author; columnist for San Francisco
Examiner and former divector San Francises Librare.
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Corckinils at §.30 pm

Dinner at 7.38 pm

The ‘Toronte Star hes

reporier o cover sar organization f@f @

feature article onproperty tax reformsin
Cemaric,

Qur student involvement s not, how-
ever, restricted o urban iZsues. AR
gxamination of rural land values in rela-
tion io faxation levels in Aldeborough
Township, Elgin County, is nearing com-
pletion, aided by students of West Elgin
Secondary Schoolunder the supervision of
our associate, Johw Fisher. He prepared
an ares dals map, partly finsnced by &
Federal Government work program grani-
in-sid. A prelimingry report of our rursl
educationsl and research activities is
available,

In the field of high school teaching,
the use and aceepiance of our film "One
Way to Better Cities” and our modified
"Mewlown™ simulation game continues,
aided by promotlion via Onlaric curricu-
iom guideline commentaries and the
Horth York Board of Education. We hope

o involve and interest these high school

studenis in the School! of Economic
Setence’s summer programs and projects.

CHICAGS ACTIVITY

Four members of the Board of

in sitendance, Spring Gradustes and honored gussts

Trustees of the Henry Gearge Schoslhere
plan lo attend the International Georgist
Conference sndCentennial Celebrationin
San Franciseo in Avgust; Bob Jdene, Sem
Ventprelle, Willlam Ronky and Hewy
Tideman,

Biff HEanky is the chairman of the
committes forprogram and arrangements
of the Chicago observance of the Centen—
vial of Progress and Poverty. The Cen-
termial Edition of P & P will be presented
ic Chicago Publie Library in & ceremony
g1 Preston Bradley Hall of the cultursl
center on October 10 from two to four in
the afternoon. Dr. Preston Bradiey
nimsell is scheduled (o speak.

The "Birthday Dinner” of the Henvy
George Club was held June 1st. Featured
speaker was Sem Ventueelia.

Cal Skismer is proposing ensbling
legislaiion for a local option "single tax”
ont real estate. Sam Venturells supported
nim in 8 letter (o the Tribune.

The Bosrd of Trusiees of the Henry
George Bchool voled at their April meet-
ing to send one yesar subseriptions of the
Henry George News to sl graduates of
the ChicagoSchos! for thelasi tenyesrs,

Progress z;.ns:l B m{eﬁ:y

CELEBRATING THE 100 ANNIVERSARY
OF HENRY GEORGE’'S SEMINAL MASTERPIECE
“PROGRESS AND POVERTY”




S YOU HAD £ COPIES OF
THE BGH DELIVEREDY!

We have g probiem that shouldn't hap-
pen to 2 nicer publisher. Welve been add-
fng variots North American Henry George
School mailing lsts to the HGN, If you
are on moye than one List {and it's Hkely
you are} you'll get a dwplicate listing in
car files. Our problem I8 to merge the
Hats and remove duplications, IYs aprob-
lem because we are seversly lmited in
staff AND we have o devide which of the
histings should be removed. Sirangely
enough, with the relatively cheap non-
profil postage, i st oo expensive o
legve them in for & while. However, we
gre gelting io thern! Whel we shall do is
to remove the cards that originate in far
gway places. For exemple, if you live in
Hew York and vou get the HGN from San
Franciseo, Los Angeles and Long Island,
the Long Islapd card will siay in — ihe
rest will " be eculled Other mailings
will originsie, as before, from the various
loeal Henry George Sehoods.

Why hasn't this already been done?
Wel, this is our problem {all HG Schools
should have such problems) Almost at the
end of the school yesr, 8 high school
became hot for our InterStudent High
Sechool materizl. They had the money
buy gred wented fo try a wesk with 150
students as an ‘audition’ for & full-scale
Program nexi Fail.

From our last printing of 2,000
bookiets, we had fewer than 46 lefi. So,
we eouldn't supply them, could we?

Like heck we couldn't! Although the
Fighth Edition was only partly finished
{didn't we have all summer to do it?) We
got to the machines and started work.

Refore the end of term {and before
fina! exams) we completed, printed and
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The purpose of this memo i 1o oulline the speecifiestion for ihe study to
satisly the requirements of the Resolution.

The Study should inchide the following:

Ap analysis of the difference beiween Land Value Taxstion and other forms
of Real Property Taxation.

An analysis of the current tax burden under the curreni system.

A statistieslly significant semple for each property classification for each
town iy Suffolk County,

An evaluation of ihe relationship between market value and assessed value
for the various classifications of properties in the county by fown.

An estimation of full value for each parcel in the sample.

Dietermination of the shifting tax Burden between and within classes of prop-
erty under various policies of land value faxation. For example, taxing the
full value of the land plus the current assessed value of the improvements or
utilizing differentisl tax rates.

The Study specifications are subject to the following:

g} That adequate data be available in order to satisfactorily eonduct
the study.

&3 That Suffolk County cooperate with the study team to its fullesi
caparity.

@) That the couniy provide the study team with all availsble data in
) eompu ter and non—computer form at no cest 1o the study team.

delivered the bookiels and the studentis
suffered through their first Mini-Unit.

We eould heve pleaded "nolo conten-
dere” or something, and got on with the
mailing lists, but we thought the kids
shoizld have priority. And, so do you.

Things look bright for the future.
You can expect & HGN with more pages
and a new name. In this Centennial year

the Henry Georgists are beginning to
show g liftle musele.

doin us in future issues &8s we
explore the contemporary scene from
the viewpoint of classicel political
SCONCIY.

And bear with us for & while as we
plow through the lists, eulling with care
the duplicaies and correcting the
BYPGES. v o v w v v ww s s Thanks!
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