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WAS 2 youngster in Ohio (Cleveland is “my
Emﬁvs land”) in 1001-2. In a vein hape that
1 might irprove my thetorical capacity, [ recits
ed sowic of Ehe passages from Progress and Pou-
erty. My politicsl idesl was Tom Johnsoo, and
Eii ideal was Hemy George. You can’t take
from me any of my respect for Gevge.

There must be something in the name and
vhilosophy of Henty Geosge greater than the
immediate objective, to have kept it warm and
vital al these years.

I went through the campaign of 1932 when
Roosevelt made the speech about the forgotten
man. He got that phrase from an essay by Wil
liam Gesham Sumner, but what Roosevelt Jater
mmeant by the forgetien an was aot what Sum-
nex meant when he wrote this:

“The Forgotten Man is delving away in pa-
tient industry, supporting his famnily, paying his
taxes, casting his vote, supporting the church
and the school, reading his newspaper, end
cheering for the politician of his admiration,
but he is the only ane for whem there is oo
provision in the great scramble and the big di-
vide . . . He works, he voles, generally he prays
—but he always pays—yes, above zll he pays
.. . He keeps production going on . . . He s
strongly potzictic . . . He gives no trouble . . .
He excites no admiratton . . . He is not in any
way a heto . . . or 4 problem . . . nor notorious
.. . pot ant object of sentiment . . . nor 2 bur
den . . . nor the object of a job . . . nor ofie
gver whom sentimental economists and states-
men can parade their fine sentiments . . . There-
fore he is forgotten,™

He didn't belong to a class; be might have
been a farmer, & school teacher, ot a shopkeep-
er. He was the average Ametican, and that is
the man who st be awakzned in 1932,

1 staved around as long as I could, but in
1936 1 decided that the adminiztration was not
the friend of this average Amesfean. The chasm
had been widening and I was scassd, because
something Was happening that was inimical to
that forgctten man.

So I went down at Mr. Reosevelt's sequest
and wrote an accepince speech of what I
thonght he onght to sy in 1936, Why not heal
this widening breach by a uniting factor, { sug-
gosted. And he said, “fine, fine, fine.”

But after the second day of the convention at
Philadelphia some other fellows decided to
make a fighting speech of i, with at least
twenty references to class—like “economic roy-
alist,” etc. The framework of my speech was
Ieft in, but there was closs against class, and
not unity — #no# the forgotien man, That was
when I walleed out and never went back. Heny
Ceorge rises nhove all of this recent disunity.

We dog’t need to worry in this conntry about
tymanny in its_mose repellent forms, What we
do need to worry abont is tyranny in its most
sedwetive forms, Alexis de Tocquevile expressed
this very well when he made the following
comments on the condition of Amaéican insti-
tutions in the 1830's:

enry George

By RAYMORD MOLEY

“1 thiok, then, thet the spedies of oppression
by which dernocratic nations are menaced is an-
fike anything that ever before existed in the
wotld; our contemporaties will find no prote-
type of it in their memories. 1 seek in vain for
an expression that will acenrately convey the
whole of the idea I have formed of it; the old
words despotism and ryranny are inappropriate:
the thing itself is new, and since I cannot name,
I must attempt to define it. . .

“T seek to trace the novel features under
which despotism may appear in the world. The
first thing that strikes the observation is an in-
nomerable multitede of men, all equal and
alile, incessantly endeavoring to procure the
petty and paltry pleasures with which they glut
their lives.

“Above this race of men stands an immense
and tutelary power, which takes upon itself
alone to secure their gratifications and to walch
aver their fate. That power is absolute, minute,
regular, provident, and mild . . . For their kap-
piness such a povernment willingly labors, but
it chooses to be the sole agent and the only
arbiter of that happiness; it provides for their
security, forsees and suppliss their necessities,
fugilitates their pleasures, manages their princi-
pal concerns, directs their industry, regulates
the descent of property, and subdivides their in-
heritances . . . :

“. .. Such a power does not destroy, but it
prevents existence; it does nat tyrannize, but it
compresses, enervates, extinguishes, and shipe-
fies a people,.4ll each nation is redncad to noth-
Ing better than a flock of timid and industdious
animials, of which the government is the shep-
herd"2 )

Like it or not! He was describing, the welfare
state! :

The reason I like Henry George is that he

" gaw that coming, He was against socalis, and

you can’t have any compromise with socialism
—hegause sacialism is the aptithesis of freedom.

and the Forgotten

des that open the way to sccialism in this
country.

The first is the destrurHon of the states
through the expansion of Federal power. Fifty
yeats ago grants o the states were thiee million
dollars. Today they are close to three billion
dollars, Together with this inerease has pone a
steady stealing by the Federal government of
the tax resources of the state and local govern-
ments. Socialismn, in order to prevail, must be-
come national end the elimination of the au-
thority of the states is an essential part of its
itrvasion.

The second means by which socialism attains
its hold is through the destruction of the sav-
ings of the people. In seven years, the real sav-
ings of the American people have gone down
23 per cent. Thus in something like avother
twenty-five years at that rate, the savings of the
people will be gone and Goverament will be
the sole means of security.

-+ The third method is through the expropria-
‘tion of income, I bardly meed to tell you how
devastating the march of the intome tax has
been. The Sixteenth Amendment is one of the
greatest enemies of private property ever de-
vised. ‘

Fisally there is the danger of the tyranay of
the executive. The President has given us an
example of that in his selzirre of the steel mills.

Thus the “foar hoisemen of sccialism™ are
riding in our Pederal Administration An espe-
cialy tmportant aspect of present conditions. is
the emphasis placed by political parties upon
mategialism and material gains. This means that
our politicians and many of our leaders are
eliminating ethics a5 a basis of economic life.
Here again Henry George raised a warning
band long ago. )

But you can’t have Karl Mark and Henry
Geoige, too. You can't have a little bit of Mamx
and a little bit of George—because they don't
mix. We're fighting for traditional -values in
this country. Some people ask where we want
to be a hundred years from now. I think what
matters is the direction in which we're going.
If we know we're not selling our birthright we
don’t have to worry about where we're going
ta be.

That direction would be away from the tyr-
anny of the state, Give men freedom and they'll
find their way. Remember there i & Gad! One
of the greatest exponents of the philosophy of
Henry Geozge is John C. Lincoln. He has werit-
ten a baok about Christ®, showing how we must
get back to the fundamentally ethical basis of
econonyics.

Unless economics has an ethical basis, then
econcmics is a false guide, and oltimately a
tyrannous master.

1, William Grahem Sumper: The Forpoften Mo
and Other Ersqys {New Haven: Yale University
Press; 1012}, .

2, Alexis de Tocqueville: Demorracy in Americe
{New Yok, Alfred A. Knopf; 1943),

3, Ghriy's OQbject fn Eilz by John € Lincoln
{Henry George Schouol, New York, 1948},
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A Word
- With You

By ROBERT (LANCOY

Is Anybody Listening?

- This is the title of 2 challenging
volme by William H. Whyte, Jr.,
and the editoss of Fortune mags-
zine, It is subtitled How and Why
U, 5. Businers Fambler When it
Talks With Humas Beings, and
contains some pretty sharp obser-
votions on that fumbling,

As the ttle suggests, American
business {primarily the big corpor-
ations} is failing in its extensive
campaign to “put over’” the message
of “free enterprise” to the Ameri-
can pubiic.

In brief, the authors’ diagnosis
is that business in its heavy reliance
on mass technique, expertism and
“social engineering,” has lost con-

* tact with the human being,

All this comes under the frown-
ing scruting of the Fortune editors
and is ajding, they say, the trend
toward “groupthink.” This 1984
type coinage, as it suggests, means
emphasizing system, participation,
adjustment, group hagmony, a5 an
end-all, at the expense of individual
values.

But there they leave us, hanging
over the cliff. They do at the very
end rather lamely propose that “a
new respect for the individual mest
be kindled” — and warn as that it
“cannot easily be worked out.”

There seemed to me to be & be-
tween-the-lines message in the clever
probing of Ir Anybody Listening?
Do American bosinessmen them-
selves befieve the ruessage of free
enterprise that they are so earnestly
endeavoring to impart? Or has it
merely become the right, the official,
the institutiopal thing to put for-
ward? And is there behind-the-

-scenes skepticista even on very high
levels? .

If this is so—and there is plenty
of evidence to support it—then a
new Bow and w5y i in order.

Our econemy based on a geab for
monopoly and privilege, institution-
alized by big Iabor, big business and
big government, is tough on evary-
bedy, those at the top, the middle
and the bottom. Pisblems become
more then individials skould have
to face, so it's'no wonder they look
for 2 “system” to do the solving.

Somehow the situztion reminds
me of the latter days of the Roman
Empire when the old sources of
prosperity were drying up and peo-
ple were trying to mwke the old
ways continue working.

There's a bettes way, IV's contained
in the pages of Henry George's
Progress and Poverty, Is anybody
fisteping ? :

Gems for Georgeisis
By NOAH D, ALPER

' At Last: The Single Tax .

Many people think the “single tax" is » tax on those who are single,
This news may interest them. According to Roesner of the St. Loais
Globe Democrat, “When the bridegroom is well along in years, the gitls
cluck and say, Tsn't it wonderful to have love bloom in the winter of
life " And says he, "It sure is! . . . And it beats the backelors’ tax.”

The tachelors’ tax, no partiality to sex, is accomplished by an act of
Congress which ended a great inequality between couples in some states
‘bat “set up thé same inequality between married men zad single men
- . . and bachelor gicls.”

“Thousands of men,” says Roessner, “are engaged in the bisiness
of advising people how to minimize their texes . . . Perhaps they should
pat more stress on the very simple point: ‘Get married!” ”

How much can tax laws do to us anyway? Wl;g fear the sting of death?

- How Much o We Pay .

“This continnal passing on of taxes mmkes it extremely difficult to
determine fost what shase of any person’s income evenimally goes for
taxes, Two noted economists, Rufus 8. Tucker of General Motots, and
R. A, Musgrave of the University of Michigan tred, some time ago, to
find cut. Their findings for incomes under $7,500 were closely paiailel

“Those with incomes nnder $1000 pay slightly less than 18 per
cent; those with incomes from $1000 to $2000 pay over 20 per cent,
and those with incomes from $2000 to $7500, in the vicinity of 24 per
cent. For those making more than $7500, the Musgrave study indicated
that 36.4 per cent went to taxes and the Tecker study, 447 per cent.”

' —From Today’s Business: St. Louis Globe Democrat
Whiskey Tax, Law of Diminishing Returns and
“Whiskey Eebellion” for Yrofit.

The Fedetal Government, the Uncle Sam who teally “came to din-
ner’” in taxation since the income fax was logalized, boosted the excise
tax on whiskey from $9 to $10.50-—and things began to happen, Some-
where in the tax universes beyond tax universes, this whiskey tax col-
lided with the one thing most college students of ecotiamics remember
~—the Law of Diminishing Retutns,

Not so bootlegping, however. It seems far from the point where the
risk of getting caught goes up and chances of profits go down, “Industey
claims that only one menashinet in six gets caught.” . . . “It is expected,”
“that federal-state-local figuce (of seizores) for the fiscal year ending
June 30 will reach a 10-year high of more than 20,000 siflls with a com-
bined daily capacity of more than 800,000 gaflons.”

“Coupled with the state taxes avetaging $1.66 2 gallon the federal

tariff. gives the outlaw booze peddier a margin of $2.43 2 fifth (of 2 gal- -

lon) on his wares.” :

“Federal authorities contead they could bring bootleg teaffic under
control in shart order with moere agents and the full cooperation: of the
states,” and so bureaucracy grows, )

State authorities report that the federal tax hike not only cut dewn
theit own revenne but was an open invitation to the sale and consamp-
tion of bootleg liquor,

The Great American Tax Bhift

Since 1946, state governmonts hxve abont doubled tax collections
from five principle sources, Commerce Clearing House reports. These,
and their increases arer Gasoline, up 87 per cent; incoms, up 80 per
cent; motor vehicles, up 98 per cent; sales and use, up 115 per cent, and
tobaceo up 110 per cent. .

To Btudy Graded Tox Plan .

The Town Meeting of Atlington, Massachusetts, on March 31 voted
to appoint a commitiee of fve “to investigate and consider the Pennsyl-
vania Real Bstate Fax Plan known as the Pittsburgh Plan, and its recent
extention to 47 third class cities) as it may apply to Atlington, and to
seport not later thad the Anaual Town Meeting of 1952,

As reposted in The American City Magaziae, May 1952, the leader in
this movetnent is Robert Zwicker, a well-known Azlington business man.
¥aderal Bales Tax (rease Job

The boys ate at it again; they never give up, Fronting for e fed-
eral sales tax is the Committee for Bconomic Development. C. E. D.'s
report says, "It is possible ‘that a combination of good luck, vigorous
monetary policy and direct controls would enable the aation to squeak
through the next two years without further inflation . . . Bug, as they
build the case, the sales tax is ceally alf that can do it. To grease the wuy
for easy acceptance i is suggested that it be “temporary”; that “avoid
undue burdens on persons with very low incomes , . , exempting food
and housing from the sales tax.”

. The writings of few, if any,
American philosophers and econo-
mists have been more widely dis-
cnssed, moge Czitically analyzed,
more enthusiastically acclaimed or
more bitterly opposed than have
those ‘of Henry George. Since the
publication of Progress and Poveriy
in 1879, books and articles on the
George philosophy have been com-
ing forth in an almost unhicken
stream. And the end is not in sight.

George opposed the nationalize-
Hon of land. He said that under the
appropristion of grouad remt for
public purposes land titles would
continue in private names, and own-
ers would remain fn exelusive pos-
session of their land. He always in-
sisted that only with the assurance
of continned and exclusive posses
sion of the soil and with the un-
quatified right of the producer to
the fruits of his toil would land be
put to its best use. Only for non-
payment of ground rent wonld land
be subject to forfeiture.

There hes recently come to my
attention a two-page mimeagraphed
circular bearing the notation, "NAM
Government  Finance Department
H. L. Luotz—8/7/51," and cap-
tioned “The Single Tae.” Perhaps
the most astounding staternent to
be found in the circular is this:
"Geotge agsumed that Iindowners
fized their rents."”

Any literate and conscientious
truth secker could have ascertained
in five minutes that George assumed
nothing of the kind. On the con-
trary, Geozge beld that ground rent
was 2 socially created walue resubt-
ing from the presence and activity
of people, and that the mndividual

landowsner had oo more to do with

giving value to his land than had any
other member of the community,

The author of the cirenlar gets
on the right road again when he
says, “Rent is a social product, it is
true. Tt is the differential return that
can be gotten from one piece of
land over some cther piece . . . But
it is not the Iandlord who deter
mines the differential.”

The circular tells us that “the
praper way to cover the cost {of
government) is by spreading the
burden across the board.” I ground
rent is 2 socia! product, as the writer
of the pamphlet concedes, then it
must, in simple logie, belong to
society as a whale, Such being the
case, the use of ground rent for the
public expense would be the widest
possible “spreading of the burden

—TFrom the Fune Lincoln Letter

The Hoenry George News (Continulng The Freeman) is ppblished monihly
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The End of the Trail
By SAMUEL B. PETTENGIEL

PRESIDI{NT TrumMaN and Governor Dewey
have demanded that reat controls be con-
tinued. When wil] these controls end? Wil
political pressures continne them from now on?

Let us look down the road we are travelling,
France, with it people living in hovels, i5 near-
ing the end of the ¥rail. France, in 1914, was
one of the most prosperous countries in the
world. Amoag other things, she had accurmu-
lated the second largest gold hoard of any na-
tion, next only to America. Came two wats, and
rents—determined by -politics instead of hy sup-
ply and demand—and, finally, socialism.

France began rent controls in 1914 as a was
emergency measure. They have been continued
to the prescnt time -— 33 years. With what re-

sudt? .
In Paris, over half the buildings are over B0
years ofd, Throughout France 20 per cent of
the buildings are over 100 years old. Last yeas,
in Paris, 60,000 people were turned ont of
2,000 buildings about to fall down.

Tenants earning $1,500 a year are. paying as
fittle as $10 a year in rent! Fow rents now are
over 3 per cent of temant’s income, many as low
as L per cent. The owner cannot afford to make
trepairs. The tenant will not. Therefore, millions
are Hving in hovels,

Rent controls and . repeated devaluaiions of
the franc, due to wnbalanced budgets and cow-
aidly politicians, have produced this result. But,
as long as the tenant pays, he can’t be put out.
Comtracts and property rights mean nothing.
Politics has given him the privilege of occupy-
ing othet person’s property without paying any-
thing but 2 token compersaticn. The tenant, 1n
effect, has stolex the landlord's building. When

the buildirg finally falls down, the owner will

have teceived nothing with which to rebuild,
For a while, after World War T, rent con-
trols on new buildings  were removed. This
made the rentals on new buildings five to ten
times the legal rents on old housing. So, few
tenants moved, and not many pew buildings
wete built. Daring World War II, zent controls
were also imposed on the new buildings which
had been erected. 80 owners found they could
oot depend apon the law anymore than they
could depend upon written contracts.
Meantime, the building industry has itself
collapsed. The old craftsmen have died, and
contractors have gane out of business. Assum-
ing that then sad materials can be assembled,
the index of the cost of building (in devalued
francs) is now 6,500 es against 100 in 1914,
Rents have increased 5 times; costs bave in-
creased 65 times! ~
Fortunately, we are, as yet, a long way from
the conditions that prevails in France. But for
yeats, rackets in the bBuilding trades and obso-
lete building codes have been drying up private
construction here in the U.S.A. So we tumn to
“public housing,” an arrangement under which
the tepants are subsidized by the taxpayer,
France, too, tried public housing, but has
‘come to the end of that mil. France is broke,
and can baild no more. Sochalism killed Ffree
enterprise, and now socialism is committing
suicide!

“Contrel of government mmst be redeemed
from the special interests which have usurped
it and restored to the people”’~—JoBN DEWEY

The concept puttered by most
traffic enforcement personnel, io-
cluding police, judges, ek, as to
the rezson for trafhe regulation is
50 far from the original intent of
these laws that the public often
locks wpon many regulations as
mere . 2nnoyances rather than as a
real zid to motorists.

To me a stop sign, signal light
or other traffic regulation device 1s merely a re-

minder that we moterists have made certain.

agreements with reference. to our conduct at
these dangerous points. .

Since an zccident would occur i both hit
the intersection at the same time the sign is
merely 2 method of cormmmunication which en-
ables the drivers to decide who shall go first.

Obvivusly & motozist who approaches one of
these sign&li, at 2 time when he can plainly see
that there isnt a car within 2 block or two,
knows there can be no “implied” agreement
with someone who doesn't exist. He knows that
he has an obligation not to do enything con-
trary to his Implied agreement which might
cause an accident, but when he Is cerfain that
no accident can occus, he can only be irked by
the fact that the “law” expects him to ohserve
a senseless regulation.

But to many traffic enforcement officers, the
fact that a driver did everything necessary to
make certain that no accident would occur s
beside the point. He has been told that he must
make more “pinches.” Failure to do this brings
censute to him. Pressute i5 conshntly being

\IN TALK g Foome Goachi

brought to force him to get mote
revenue “from motorists.”

Conversely, when an accident oc-
curs, he and his superiors have little
interest in aiding the drver who
saffered from the failure of some-
bne to observe the implied agree-
ments. Complainants who attempt
to use traffic courts to establish a
case against those who have caused
them damage or injuty usually hear the judge
say!

“What does he think this court is? A col-
lection agency ¥ ' '

The princpal fuection of government and
the police force of 2 nation should be to pre-
vent people from injuring each other physically
or financizlly either by force, deceit or careless-
ness, Anyone who attends sessions of the aver-
age traffic court will scon realize that this basic
purpose has become secondary and that the real
putpose of these courts is to provide additional
revenve for the community needs,

An idea} traffic enforcement plan would be
one in which traffic officials would have but
two duties. The first would be to prevent acci-
dents, the second would be to help those in-
jured and damaged by the carelessness of others
to collect for such losses as they sustain.

Until such a concept is fostered by the com-
muaity it seems likely that men will continue
to “fear” or “hate” the traffic regulations whick
they should and would respect and obey if our
thinking were mare rational.

“The Land Is Mine”

Mm—maw RaMAGE in Washington, D. C,,
who is alest to Georgist happenings, calls
attention to remarks made by Walter Lodke in
Fhe Atlanta Journal, which, at the request of
Hon. Henderson L, Laphatn, Representative of
Gieozgia, were read into the Congressional Rec-
ord Appendix in March, 1952, A portion of
the article follows:

“We have had as yet no great land problem
in America. Till lately there was land for any-
one who would settle on it and make nse of it.
Qur social pressures were eased by the plenti-
tude of Jand . . . :

“The frec land gone, we set up unemploy-
ment insurance for the jobless. As a sobstitute
for free land, Government provided credit for
the purchase of homes,

“No serions lend problem in America as yet.
éa big country, a smali population has seen to

1

“With no land problem at home, we have
not understood the plight of peoples in the old-
er, crowded Jands, But for this we might have
been able to save China . ..

“From the landlords of Korez the Com-
munists toak without compensaticn afl their
land save what they could tifl themselves. The
confiscated land was then distributed among the
tenaats, But the tenzat did not find himself an
owner ., . - -

“India has half the land of the United States
and more than twice a5 many people . . . End
the land problem, you end the Commuaists . . ."

“Long May She Wave”
By ETHEL LYMAN STANNARD

WHEN Manchester {Connecticut) observed
- Freedom Day it was taken for granted that
everybody knew what freedom was. However
there seemed to be touch vagueness about it, I
became intetested and reviewed the idess
gleaned from the dictionary, the Golden Rule,
the Declaration of Independence, and the Bill
of Rights, s -

John Stuart Mill's “On Liberty” also came
under review, as well as 2 study by John Her-
man Randall, Henry George’s “Ode to Liberty,”
end 2 secent book by David Lilienthal entitled
This I Do Believe. )

I might have quoted other sources like' Jef-
ferson, Lincoln or Emerson, but I tried to make
a summary of all the essentials in these terms:

Preedom s the patural right to choose and
pursue our own good in our own way. It is
founded upon justice and the dignity and ia-
tegrity of the individual—his God-given right
to himself and the full fruit of his labor. It in-
cludes equality of access to the natural bounty;
unabstructed trade; equatity of suffrage and the
right to think, say, and do as we will without
let ot hindrance, so long as we do not infringe
the same equal rights of others.

In haman society freedotm is safeguarded by
the tight of the minority to effect change, by
zeasoning persuasion, in the decisions of the
majority; and by eternal vigilence in the dele-
goting of power to governments.
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Activity in Pennsyivania
?ROFES‘\SOR HARRy GUNNISON BROWN, of

Columbia, Missouri, enlisted as an active
speaker in the Pennsylvania campaign during
the month of Jume, and under the direction of
Secretary Percy R. Williams has been address-
ing civic and commercial organizations and col-
leges in various cities and towns.

Speaking an the subject of “Incentive Taxa-
tion for Private Enterprise,” he has been citing
very impressive facts and figures from Aus-
tzalia which go far to prove the success of land
vale taxation by contract with those communi-
ties which are still pursuing the old method of
a flat tax rate on all real estate, including im-
ptovements. He telates the Australian experi-
ence to what has been achieved in Pittsburgh
and Scranton and to the opportunity now open
to all cities of the third class in Pennsplvania
through new state legislation.

Dr. Brown spoke recently in Butler, Beaver
Falls, Monongahefa, New Castle, New Ken-
sington, Rochester, Brookline and Pittshurgh.
In the latter city he was given a very cordial

welcome at the University of Pittshurgh, where'

he spoke to the combined classes in economics
and was presented by Dr. Francis D. Tyson,

who has long been an advocate of land value’

taxation and particulatly of the Pittsburgh
Graded Tax Plan, He also participated in 2
radio program with Senator Bernard B. McGin-
nis, sponsor of the new state legislation, Mayor
John J. Mullen of Clairton, President of the
League of Cities of the Third Class, and Assis-
tant City Solicitor Hatry €. Beschel of Pitts-

rgh, wnder the direction of Secretary Jobn C.
Weaver of the Hungry Club. )

On this program Mayor Mullen gave his un-
qualified public endorsement to the Graded Tax
Plan and predicted its adoption by the City of
Claiston before the end of the year and effec-
tive for next year's tax jevy. He annonnced that
in preparation for such action the Claitton City
Assessor had just completed the fiest separate
assessment of land and buildings in that city as
authorized by Act. No. 299.

Ds. Brown also addressed a luncheon meet-
ing of the Henry George Foundation while in
Pittsburgh and took occaston to express his

. great satisfaction with the progress of the move-
ment in the Keystone State and to offer con-
structive suggestions as te the best strategy for
Georgists to follow to advance the cause.

Harly in July Dr. Brown is scheduled to ap-
pear in Easton, following a brief visit to New
York, and will address a meeting under the
direction of George F. Hellick in which city,
county and school officials and interested cifi-
zens will participate,

| LETMcMillan
It is with sorrowful regret that we announce
the death of T. E. McMillan of Matarnafa,
New Zealand, active in this movement for 15
years, and known abroad as editor and pub-
lisher of the Liberal Leader.

H. T. A McGahan of Turange-O-Moana,
N. Z, bas offered to catzy on a small monthly
raper in that eachanted city with the “Maori-
like” naine,

. Arthar Weller .
Mews of the death of Afthur Weller of Man-
chester, Engiand, publisher of The Porcupine,
has also reached us. This is another sad loss to
the Georgist movement, and in this case no one
s volunteeted to take his place.

Sveriges Ratisforbund
25 SWEDISH MORAL JUSTICE ASSOUIATION
-B- has released to readers of The Henry George
News, the Bnglish text of their .detailed pro-
gram outlining a philosephy for an enliphtened
society. This new popular movement based on
a “logical moral principle,” is cogently clling
the country to task. The libcriy and. reponsi-
bility of f{ire individual is carefully balanced

" with the cbject, organization and duties of the

stafe.

in general this program is similar to that of
the Justice party in Denmark. Although the
Swedish proposals are not in complete accord
with Henty George’s philosophy, we assume
that the [ramers of the document had good rea-
sons for effecting a compromise.

The Justice Association states in its program:
“The natural resources and the value of the
land arising out of the fact that the community
is growing, and not out of individual accorn-
plishment, should be common propetty and be-
fong to all to the same extent. From this it fol-
lows that:

Equal right to the land means that those who
make use of it should compensate the other
citizens for this special privilege by paying full
lznd rent; in this all citizens have equal pazt. ..

The rightfal income of the national state
and the local communities consists of the land
rent, the retutns of the domeins belonging to
the state, and the profit which might be made
by the central bank. According as taxes are nec-
essary they should be Jevied proportionally to
the individual incomes. Fees collected for spe-
cial purposes such 43 automobile taxes, radio
licenses, fees of post, telegraph and telephone,
etc., should be used only for these special put-
poses (upkeep of roads, etc.}. _

Omitting, for the sake of brevity, secticns
concerning the freedom of the Individual,
health, public relief, registration, the financial
system, the judiciary and public works, we
quote in full the “Program for Immediate
Measires:” : :

1) Taxes should be cut and modified fm-
mediately. The government's experses should
be reduced and the tax burden likewise,

2) All texation hampering production should
be abolished irmmediately.

3) The system of taxation ghould be changed.
The value of the land itself should be assessed
separately as well as improvements and con-
structions, One should profit by the experiences

"made in Denmark.

4} 'The tax on real estate now levied by the
government and local communities should be

- substituted by land rent.

5) The freedom of industry should be re-
introdiiced. All obstacles to a free exercise of a
trade or a profession that ate nof necessaty for
reasons of safety aod order should be abolished.
The commission system and other regulations
harapering free industry should be abolished.

&) Complete free trade should be introduced
25 soon #s possible. Goverdment and parliament
should appedl to the governments of other
countries also to demolish trade barriets,

73 The relief program should be changed to
comprise only those who ace really needy.

8) The Swedish school is in 2 stage of re-

" form and it should be made clear that it must be

the object of the school ta inspire the children
and the youth with a feeling of respect for the
ethical lzws, especially as regards the life, prop-
etty and good pame of their fellow-creanures.

Mrs, Johin Dewey, Adrienns, fehn, and”
month before the philosophor’s death,

JDHN DEwEY once encouraged a young mar
to climb mountains, Whep asked why, he re.
plied, “to see another mountain to climb.” Thex
in his slow Vermont cadence; he added, “when
you get through wanting te climb mmountains,
life 1s over.”

Dr, Dewey, the beloved honorary president
of the Henry George School, died &t his home
in New York on June 1st, at the age of ninety-
two. Many of his friends doubtless believe this

_ means that he has climbed his last mountain,

but miany others will take a different view.

Donald Harrington, misister of The Com-
munity Church, New York, said of Dr. Devwey
in a‘stmple but moving tribute, “here was more
than a teacher or reformer; here was & tiue
philosophes-saint, whose life shall inspire us 5o
iong as we draw breath. And so we give thanks
for him. And we know that all that was best
in him can never be taken from s, It is ours
always.”

Mzs. Harrington referred to John Dewey as
“philosophet, teacher, educational pioneer, and
great, good, gentle man, who was wise beyord
words, yet very simple; great yet humble, fa-
mous and teckoned among the mighty, yet one
who was sweet and loving in his ways and whe
never lost the common teuch.”

"The young minister, successor to John Hayes
Holmes who was prevented by Hlness from be-
ing present, spoke of “our need to dedicate our-
selves apew to the ends of human striving
which he portrayed, namely the ensichment of
human life in all its aspects in the achievement
of a cooperative and harmonions human cots-
mugity. When the full impact of his revolution-
ary thought reaches the heast of our sociefy,
some generations hence, scatcely & single sodial
institution will remain as it is today,” said Mr.
Harrington.

Naturally it is significant for us that a man
of such mdisputed eminence should have paid
repeated tributes to Henry George, seferring to
him as “one of the great names among the
warld's social philosophers.”™ Many of us are
familiar with his comment: “It wonld require
tess than the fingers of the two bands to enu-
merate those who from Plato down rank with
him ™ i
"I do fiot say these things in order to vaunt
Henry George's place as a thinker in contrast
with the merits of his proposals for & change in
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che Dewey, in a charpcieristic family mood a

“The idenl ends fo which we atisch ooy
faith are nof shadowy and wavering, They
assmme concrete form in our understand-
ing of our reiaiions fo one another and the
valuen contained in theose relefions. We
who now live are parts of a homanity that
extemd nto the remote past, a hnmanity
that has interacted with nature. The things
in oAvilization we most prize are not of
onireelvor, They exist by prace of the do-
ings and sufferings of the comtinuous hu-
man comrpmnily m o which we are o Uk,
Ourg is the rpspousibility of conserving,
transmitting, rectifying and expanding the
heritage of values we have trceived that
thosa Whe come atler ns may receive it
maery aolid and seonre, more widely acces-
sible and more geReroftsly shared than we
have yeceived it. Hexe are all the elemenis
for @ religions faith that shall net be con~
fined to seet, ciass, or race. Such a faith
has always breen implicltly the copampn
faith of meankind. It remning fo make it
explicit and militaxt.”

—From A Cemmon Paith by Jobn Dewey

necessary, and how it can be remedied. So I
-suggest that as a beginning of the frst steps to
permanent gecovery there be a nation-wide re-
vival of interest in the writings and teachings

A Libertarian’s Platform
By JAMES C. INGEBRETSEN

HE platform of the libertarian candidate is
simple. It has only one plank in it: No ipe-
cial privilege for anyone.

He concerns himself with only two methods
of achieving this worthy objective:

1, The free marlet,
2. Government limited to the defense
of life and property. ’

Thete is po way known to man o determing
prices of goods or tates of wages or where man
should travel or where he should work or how
long he should labor or in what manner he
should exchange the fruits of his efforts, except
in 2 market free of coercion or by some meas-
nre of authoritarianism. There is no possible
way of determining value except by what an on-
fettered people will offer — of their own free
will — in exchange for any product o for any
service. But governmental anthoritariapism can,
and does, curtail and destroy this fresdom in
the market place by granting special privileges
to various persons and groups.

Special privilege cannot be granted, however,
except by a government that is out-of-bounds,
Government, limited to the defense of the life
and livelihood of all citizens equally, has no
special privilege within its power to grant, A
governmient cannot grant anything to anyone
which it does not take from someone else.

The libertarian candidate, regardless of how
great his competence may be, reasons thus: “You
as @ person are better able to control your life
than I am, Your life is your personal affair, for
better or for worse, except as in the living of
your life yon may impaic or endanger the life
and livelihood of others . . .”

No person, without an element of authori-
tarianism, can argue otherwise. Libertarians —
non-authoritarians—yecogaize that they have no
logical rights, with respect to other people, he-
yond the defense of themselves. Nor do they
grant to an agency-government in any of its
forms — any rights which they themselves do
pot possess. A libertacdan's government has
pothing to dispense except equal protection
against, or equal penalizing of fraud, miscep.
resentation, predatory practices, and violence.

The variations among men—in their intelli-
gence, their talents, their inheritances—are the
bandiwork of God, and the libertatian accepts
this fact. He refuses to play the role of god-
man and to attempt a coercive readjustment of

methads of distributing the burdens of taxa-
ion,” wrote Dr. Dewey. “To- my mind the two
hings go together. His clear intellectnal insight
oto socini conditions, his passionate feeling for
the remediable ills from which humanity suffers,
ind their logieal conclusion to his plaa for
iberating fabor and capital from the shackles
hich now bind them. But I am especially con-
" cetned to point out the claims whick his social
thedry bas upon the. attention of students,

“No man, no graduate of 2 higher education-
Dinstitution, has z right to regard himself as
o educated mian in social thought unless he has
ome fst-hand acquaintance with the theoreti-
tal contribution of this great American think-
C...

Tt is because the present system not only de-
resses the material stotus of the mass of the
opulation, but cspecially botause it renders one-

ided and inequitable the people’s share in these
higher values that we And in Progress and Pov-

iy the analysis of the scientist combined with “T do not claim that Geotge's semedy is a

he sympathies and aspirations of 2 great lover panacea that will cuse by itself all our ailments,”
f of mankind, - he said in conclusion. "Bat F do claim that we
7 Tf)erc« bave been economists of great repute canugt get vid of our basic tronbles withont it
b who in their pretensfon to be scientific have —
L iknored the most sigaificant elements in buman
bure. There have been others whoe were emo-
ionaly stirred by social ils and who proposed
lowing schemes of belterment, but who passed

of Henty Geotge, and that there be soch an én-
lightenment of public opinion that our repre-
sentatives in legislatures and public places be
compeled to adopt the changes he nrged.

“Go to the work of Hentry George himse]f,”
he advised, “and learn how many of the troubles
from which society stil suffers, and suffers in-
creasingly, are due to the fact that a few have
manopolized the fand, and that in consequence
they have the power to dictate to others access
to the land and to its products—whick include
waterpower, electricity, coal, iron and all min-
erals, as well as the foods that sustain life—and
that they have the power to appropriate to their
private use the values that the indudtry, the
civilized order, the very benefactions, of others
produce, This wrong is at the very basis of our
present social and economic chaos, and until it
is righted, all steps toward economic recovery
may be temporarly helpful while in the long
tun useless.

Mrs. John Dewey, who had hoped to be pres-
ent at the Twentieth Aaniversary banquet in
New York, sent a message based wpon her
knowledge of her hushand's interest.

ightly over facts. Tt is the thoreugh fusion of
zht int actual facts and forces, with recog- |
ion of their bearing upon what makes hu-
n life worth living, that constitutes Henty
orge one of the world's great social phil-

phecs.”

oho Diewey, addressing a radis audience in
3, Bty years after thé publication of Secial

blems by Henry George said:
“The contradiction between fncreasing plenty,
ase of potential secmrity,~—and actual want
insecurity is stated in the title of his chicf
tk, Progress and Peveriy. That is what his
k is about. it is 2 record of the fact that as
means and appliances of civilization in-
ase, poverty and insecusity alse incteas
an explanation of why millionaires and

25,

ply together. It is a prediction of why this

of affairs will continue; it is a prediction
plight in which the nation finds itself to-
At the same Hime it s the explanation of
his condition #s artificial, mag-made, vn-

1t

She referred to the Henry George School as
a pioneer in adult education, not merely in it
erature and the asts (which had previously com-
posed most of adult education), but in eco-
nomic thought. John Dewey was deeply inter-
ested in this school, she said, not coly because
of his enthusiasm for Henry George, but also
because he thought this edocation of citizens
in economics, which was vitally imiportant, had
been neglected. )

J. Rupert Mason of San Francisco, president
of the International Union for Land Value Tax-
ation and Free Trade, though unable to be pres-
ent, extended an invitation to afl banguet guests

to attend the interpational conference in Den. -

mark Tuly 20 to August 4.

“The Henry George School of Social Science,”
wrate Mr. Mason, “which was merely an idea
twenty shott years ago, is living proof today of
the truth in 2 saying attributed to Victer Hugo:
More powerful than military force is an ides
whose time has comne.” ”

that which God bas provided. He stands on
the single nlatform of no special privilege for
anyone, insofar as his dispensing of it is con-
cerned.

The libertarian goes on the political stage
tmore to present his views than to seck office. -
For special privilege will prevail unless its esror
is understood at least by those whom others fol-
low. Votes, the concern of those who cast them,
are not te be sounght at the expense of integrity
nor by concessions to anthoritarianise.

The libertarian has faith in free men. He is
conscions of their natural inclimation to co-oper-
ate for their own benefit and he knows that enly
in the release of theiy energy is good accom-
plished, He, therefore, does nol want power.
He wants only freedom from power, the mark
of civilization. And he reasons that he cannot
cotrect uncivitized man by becoming vachilized
himnself. .

—From T'he Daily Oklaboman

Copies available from The Foundation for Economic
Edueatien, Inc, Irvington-on-Hadson, New York,
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Detroit L

Twenty gradmates and other school friends
et at the Central Y.M.C.A. on June 10 for
dinner and brief addresses. Five recent gradu-
ates, tepresenting various classes throughout
Greater Detroit, gave impressions of the course
and offered suggestions. ‘They were Card Shaw,

_ student at Wayne University; Philip Fogarty,
stadent at Highland Park Junior Coflege; Mrs,
¥dna Root, scal estate agent; Baymond Morler,
school teacher; and Clayton R. Mishler, veter-
ans’ administrative officer. -

Warren Blauvelt, an active octogenarian, and
Thurlow Coon, head of the Coon-DeVisser
Company, also spoke, and a stimulating discus-
sion Followed in which everyone present pat-
ticipated. The tentative fall schedule was out-
lined, with four high schools already request-

* ing classes dnd two more in the offing,

The campaign for funds this wonth was de-
scribed as the basis for increased enrollment.
Appeal letters have been distributed to zll ste-
dents and friends in the area, some of whom
will visit the annual conference in Montreal in

July.
New Jersey :

Faculty members have discussed sad approved
the initistion of a §5 registration fee for the
fendamental coutse. For this fee, the student
will receive a copy of the textbook Ecomomics
Simplified, and such other material a5 may be
used during the course. At the concluston stu-
dents will receive a yeac's subsceiption to The
Henry George News and a copy of Progress
and Poverty. The coursé remains tujtion-free.

It is believed that by applying the registra-
tion fee, a familiar objection will be eliminated,
and the inferest may be mote uniformly sus-
tained. The advanced course will be made con-
tingent upon a coatribution of #5 or more ko
the school.

The informal program for gradustes of the
winter term was so well liked that it was re-
peated for the spring term. The gradeates 20d
instructors gathered at Newatk headquarters for
ice cream, punch, the swarding of certificates
and a “bull session”™ to express their thoughts
about the course.

At the annoal meeting of the board of trus-
tees all officers were re-elected for the succeed-
ing year. The faculty seminar and workshop
held its June 20th session in the open at the
home of Howard Thomson, a {tustee who lives
pear Plainfield, The school office will be in
charge of Assistant Director Hayward dating

July.
St. Louis

On June 26 the St. Louis Geotgisis heid
their annual picnic, sponsared by the Henry
George Woman’s Club. The picnic was 2 huge
success. It afforded, in addition to good food
and entertainment™i~wide departure in the way
of graduations. The spring term commencement
exercises were held of five o’clock in the after-
noon in a beamtiful setting, with an unosmal
crowd to witness them. As-an cxample of the
professioral varfety represented, the graduttes
included the dean of the St. Lonis University
Law School, and a number of McDonnel! Air-
craft employees.

€. C. Case, a member of the Advisory Board

and faculty member, recently addressed Specta-

tors Anonymous, ab the Second Preshbyterian
Church, on “The Golden Rule in Beonomic Sci-
ence.” “Tazes—Our Tnemy” was the subject of
an address bafore the Botary Clab of Farming-
ton, Missowd, by Weah D, Alper, the school's
dizector. : .

Chivago

“What the Planners Should Know About the
Elements of Economic Freedom” was the sub-
ject of a recent symposium sponsoted by the
Freedom Club of Downtown Chicago. Partici-
peting in the panel were Jerome Joachim, edi-
tor and publisher of The Berwyn Bescon and a
regular contributor to The Henry Geotge News;
Clayton E. Probost, machinist, American Csn
Company, and member of the Ubited Stesl-
workers of America, CT'O; and Geosge .
Rogers, disector, Middle West Division, Ameri-
can Fconomic Foandation. Mt Joachim and Mr.
Probost are conference leaders of the school,

Speaking on ““The Profit Motive,” Mr. Probost
emphasized that, “When economic planning,
enforced with police power, is the order of the
day, 2 small amount of cooperation will take
place as long as the policeman Is present. When
the policeman’s back is turned, men will revert
te the natural act of obeying the motivation for
individual profit as best they can.”

Mt, Jorchim spoke from the point of view
of property cights, pointing out that only prod-
ncts of labor omst be treated as private property
if society and the individual are to benefit from
the pataral incentives to production,

Capron R. Gulbransen, president of Graphic
Calealator Company and also a conference lead-
er, spoke on: “Tariffs, Taxes, and World
Peace,” before the Third Annual Reteeat of the
Greater Chicago Churchmen at Lake Forest
Academy on June 20, “Securing for everyone
that which he produces, as an incentive to pro-
dace,” concluded Mz, Gulbransen, “is the prob-
lem of the Christian and of the economist.”

At a spectal: dinner meeting on June 17, cer-
tificates were awarded to memhers of two shidy
groups which poet this past quarter at the Clear-
ing Industeial Club. Ten companies were rep-
resented in the groups, led by Benjamin J. Rus-
sell, foreman, and Henry F. Fewls, inspector,
at Delco Radio; David 1D, Wallace, assistant
treasurer of Clearing Machine Cotporation, and
John Monroe, school director. An advanced
stady group in The Principles of Intermational
Trade also was led by Mr. Bussell during the
spting quarter.
© Mrs, Mazie M. George, widow of the late
Henry George, Jt., was one of the enthusiastic
graduates of 2 spring class in Milwaukee led by
Sidney 8, Nen. The sessions were held in the
Milwankee School of Engineering,

At its 13th Asnivecsary Birthday Didner, the
Henry George Woman's Chib preseafed the
school with a check for $300 toward the pusr-
chase of a conference table and chairs for the
headquatters at 236 North Clagk Street, which
now occupy the entire sixth floor of the build-
ing.The principal speaker at the dinner was
Willis E. Shipley, Eileen Campbell is the newly
elected presideat.

Hiram B. Loomis, Attilio Forte, Marilyn Pie-
per, Leta Gale, Jessie Matteson and Jokn Mon-
roe are emong Chicagozns who will attend the
Eighth Annual Conference in Montreal, Mrs,
Matteson, program director of the Coramerce
and Industry Division, is going on to the Inter-
national Conference at Odense, Denmarle

Friends of the school were decply shocked
by the death of Melvin E. Haase, 45, who, as
president of Bussey Products Company in the
Clearing Ingustrial District, had been one of
the staunch friends of the Commerce and In-
dustry Divisicn. Mr, Haas served as chairman
of the committes on tecommendations carly this
year, which laid the groundwork for much of
the progress made in the past few months.

Montroal

The director, Strethel Walton, has planned
two bus tours of this historic city, as well as a -
tea and picnic, to balence more than tweniy
speeches in four days, at the July conference.

‘Fhe chairmen will be Canadians, many of
whom we have read about in Montreal school
reports: Herbert . Barber, P. ], Blackwell,
Louis Crepean, Stuart Goodrick, Violet Grier,
Pattick Hadden, Leonard C. Huckabone, Hes-
bert T. Owens, Alec Mathieson, David Sey-
mous, James T. Turner, and Strethel Walton.

. Ohle . -

Certificates were awarded to the graduates of-
the basic spring course at Spiingfield o June
4, Guests from Dayton, Delaware, Columbus,
Lima and Piqua were present to hear Walter
Rybeck, Columbns Citizen reportet, lecture on
the Iand problem and free trade issue in Co-
lombia 2nd Ecuador. Mr. Rybeck, a 1951 grad-
uate of the Henry George School, éraveled ex-
tensively in these countries while engaged in
free-lance writing, and thrilled the audience
-with colorful films made on the jorrney.

Kathy Shoaf of Columbus writes that Geor-
pists everywhere are iavited to Ohio’s second
annual conference August 22-24 at which time
J. Rupert Mason of Sat Francisco, president of
the International Union, will speak. Write for
full particelars regarding the location, reserva-
tions, etc, to Ohio headquarters, Box 1004,

Lima, Chie.
New York

The Twentieth Anniversary banquet drew
250 visitors to the Town Hell Clob to hear
Raymond Moley, authot of How to Keep Our
Libersy (see page one) ; Liwson Purdy, presi-
dent of the Schalkenbach Foundation; and
Agnes Geotge de Mille, noted dancer, chore--
ographer and author, whose recent book Dance
20 the Piper has gone into four printings.

Miss de Mille introduced hetself as a pre-
nata]l Georgist and speke as a “big sister,” call-
ing on students not to use sepetitions cant but to
rephrase ‘withouat in any sense confusing terms.
And “don't be smug,” she counselled, “you've
seen the light, but the whele world needs to
see It

Pointing oat that many artists and writers
turned toward socialism with great sincerity in
the 30s, Miss de Mille said these and others
might listen to an explanation of the middle
course. She believes men in the unions could
now be reached, and at long Jast, the soldiers.
But “huotry, hurry,” she pleaded, “time is run-
ning out.”

In closing, this brilliant grand daughter of
Henry George, tead a pasagraph from the chap-
ter How Modern Civilization May Decline from
Progress and Povarty.

The influence of Cleveland end Tom John-
son on the Georgist movement was indicated by
the fact that Raymond Moley grew out of that
tradition, also the school’s president, John C.

. Lincola, and the vice president Otto ¥, Dorn,

who was presest at the banquet and spoke brief-
ly of the leadership of Louis Post in that pre-
school era of Georgism,

Lawson Purdy, former president of the
Department of Taxation in New York, aod
one-time friend of Henry George, spake on the
advanizges of dn organized school where people
could go and study in a disciplined way. “There
is no royal road to learning,” he said, but he did
not conside this a disadvantage. "Royal roads,”
he contended, “are ways of idleness.”

{Continued sn Page Fight, Column Twa)
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To the Editor: .

John Dewey and Henry George had much
in common, though their thought had been
noucished by different coltures. Dewey knew
that George's vision transcended the forhnitous
Ianguzge of its statement, and he could trans-
Iate the Georgian essence info ¢ mewer idiom,
On the night before the fast meeting of a gronp
studying the philosophy of John Dewey at the
Henty George School, that great man died. But
in the animation that arose in the last discussion
thete was dramatized for us on 2 small scale,
the greatness of a man which survives the limit.
ations of the body. ‘

George and Dewey, who tolled to chatt 2
course toward 2’ more and more abundant life,
lived on into that iife; just as they now-live on
in that immortal and mysterious network of in-

..., terpersonal relations in which we have our con-

tinuows being—the human rmind.
—Cyrus WooD
New York

To the Editor: o

I have recenily finished the PFundamental
Economics course, and have been very much
impressed with Henry George's single tax
theory. But 1 have some sefitus reservations—
not as to it's justice or as to the ease which it
can be put inte effect, but as to the exient of
the benefits which will result from the iatro-
duction of the single tox.

For instance, one such reservation is this:

Ground rent scems by far to be the smallest

of the three factors of production. These factors
reveal their relative importance by their propot-
ton to the average prices of representative arti-
cles. Judging from my own necessarily limited
research, from popular conception (or of course
quite possibly misconception), and from the
figutes of the National Burcan of Economic Re-
search, ground rent consists of only 15-20 per
cent of the total price of an average article, at
the most.

The figures of the MNatiesal Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research {compiled by Raymond Gold-
smith) indicate that in 1948 that land value
canstituted only 17 par cent of the total value
of weilth and fand here in the United States,

If ptound rent is therefore such a small fac-
tor of production, the single tax will pethaps
not yield sach tremendous benefits as to counter-
balance the tremendous mphesval {principally
loss of land value to landowners wihout cor
tesponding benefits to socely) that will result
from it’s introduction,,

And even if the B¥itituds of the above
figures be disputed, certaialy rent does not so
coczpletely overshadow™ (by proportion) the
other faciors of interest and wages as the 4.3
2-1 diagram and theory would Ieave us to be-
lieve, For surely 1,000,000-500,000-10,006-20
(expressed most probably in terms of dollars)
would more nearly represent our modezn Indus-

-trial and wrban soclety, as hed been pointed out
in class, which would meke wages and interest
about 000006 as important as rent, which is of
course net so,

I would very much appreclate any opinions
or tomments as to the shove,

—STEVEN CORD
New York

To the Editor:
How did Raymond Goldsmith arrive at his

estimate of land values as 17 per cent of total -

national assets, or about $157 billiens in 1552
dollars? In the volume, “Studies in Income
and Wealth” published by the Nationzl Burean
of Economic Research, he explains that “the
separate estimation of the value of land 29 2
part of pational wealth has always presented a
difficult statistical ptoblem . . . Since data on
assessed valuation that systematically segregate
land from structures are rare and generally of
small geographic coverage, most estimates of

‘national wealth, particularly those of the Barean

of the Census, do not separate land from struc-
tures.”

So we're not off to a very good start. Mr.
Goldsmith refies largely on estitmates of land
values by lending institmtions. Are such agen-
cies likely to generously assess the holdings of
their clients?

He continues that land vakues for residential
areas are faitly well knowo. “The margin of
error in estimated fand values is widest for com-
mescial properties such as stores, office build-
ings, hotels, theatres, warehouses and garages.”
The margin of etror is widest where land values
are greatest!

Mr. Goldsmith infotms us that there is po
systematic way to estimate the value of vacent
Jots “which, unless used for parking, ate gen-

eraly left to weeds and robbish” Hencé the

figures for vacant Jand represent “not imuch
moze than guesses.” But “not more than about
a quarter {sic!) of tutal urban land is in this
category” and we may assume their value to be
“probably somewhat lower”: than improved
land, says Mr, Goldstith, But aren’t vacant lots
ugswally held for higher prices than (or at least
as high as) surronnding built-on lots?

We are further told that there are practicalfy
no statistics on the value of public lands; in-
cluding land under roads and streets and in na-
tional forests and ranges. Figures are based on
carlier reports and “rough estimates.”

Finally, all subsoil assets are omitted alto-
gether from the inventory — oil, maturel gas,
coal, iron, gold, e, et

As for the trend of land values, Mr. ‘Gold-
smith says: “This constant decline in the pro-
portion of land in national wealth. is only a con-
tinmation of a trend that can be ohserved since
the middle of the 19th century, and probably
goes further badk, In 1870, for instance, the
share of land seems to have been as high ds a
half.” Shades of Book IV of Progrers and Pov-
erty! One wonders what is meant by the “shace
of fand.”

Bxplains Mr. Goldsmith: “The chief reason
for the decline of land as 2 proportion of na-
tional wealth is, of course, the decline of the
share of agricolture in tangible national wealth,”
Of coursel And yet, one reflects, where are the
highest land values concentrated? My, Gold-
smith's “reason’ is meaningless.

A réport from the Buresn of Agricultural
Economics {quoted in the New York Herald
Tribuoe, April 13, 1952) states that as of March
of this year, Tarm teal estate totalled $95 bil-
lions. Of this, about 28 per cent wes in im-
provemsnts; hence farm land values would be
about $70 billions, Assutning this figuze to be
correct (and evidently farm real estate is not
as difficult to assess as other propertes), are
we to conclude that farm land values alone are
nearly one-half total land vaines? The very sug-
gestion is unseasonable, Faem values can only
be a smull proportion of total land values.

What then cag we conclude abont the estimate’
of $157 billions given us?

As indicated in the N.B.ER. report, current
assessment methods for non-farm property are
not very teliable. This & not because assessing
is dificult; it is because the proper Interest and
effort do not exist in enough places.

In his excellent booklet, A Stady of the Con-
cept of National Income, Roy A, Foulke {Bun
& Bradstreet) pointed out ditficulties in the way
of arriving at reliable #gures for natiopal
wealth and national income. There are dupli-
cations, omissions, gaps, overleppings, etc. The
difficulties come basically feom fuzey definitions.
The three besic economic refurns—rent, wages
and interest—are not defired or recognized or
treated as such in any of the current estimates.
Until researchers work with this basic division,
the picture will be confused.

In view of all the unceitainties involved, it
is pertinent to ask whether we tay rely on the
estimates of aational Jand values that have been
given us. The figares quoted have a very inade-
quate factual basis. They do not coincide with
the conclusions we artive at through soundly
reasoned out principles, nor with the *‘familiar
facts of intellipent observabion” Under such
conditions, we dre justified in doubting the sta-
&istics.

Certain considerations will, T think, indicate
that the land values of the nation are very like.
ly much greater than the quoted estimates:

1) First, let us take the econamic definition
of Jand: “The whole material universe ontside
of men and his pedducts.” Mr, Goldsmith did
not consider the vast natoral resources of this
country he limited himself to conventipnal
“site value.” The offshore oil deposits alone are
fabulously valwable, The royalties from oil in
Canada are yielding rich public revenues, mak-
ing possible public services never before dreamed
of and aiding substantially in lifting govers-
mental budgets out of the red. Water-power,
timber, ¢oal and tninerals, natwral sources of
atomic energy, waterways, quarries and clay-
pits, fishing and hunting preserves, as well as
agricultural land and indnstrial, commescial and
urban sites—all are land,

2} Mr, Goldsmith’s estimate was for 1948,
In the last four years, phenomenal increases
have occurred. Airports have opened wp in or
near flumerous cities; agticultural Jands have
become industrial sites; farm land itself has
gone up in value; subuths of cities have smsh-
roomed; huge projects have been undertaken
{e.g., the U. N. headquactets, dams, bridges,
roads) — al] with astronomical effects or land
values. Assessment practices as they are in most
of the country don't give us balf the picture.

3) Land values—and ground repts--are dis
guised In mumerous ways. Corporatipns own-
ing theit own sites and nahwral resowrces fre-
quently list such lands as assets at a fracton of
their real valoe. Stock dividends represent land
rent to a great extent, though not appearing 2s
such. Many listings of land values ignore to-
day’s inflntionary prices.

4) Rents controls have artificially kept rents,
hence lagd values, down. Where controls have
been lifted, tents have frequently doubled, and
in some cases trebled, overnight, Bven with con-
trols in effect, there is the inevitzble black mas-
ket which follows legal controls, “Black market
reats” cetfainly do ot show up on the books!

Would land rent as the scle sousce of public
revenue be sofficient for all levels of govern-
ment? John A. Zangesle and Lawson Purdy,

(Conrinmed on Page Fighs, Colume One}
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BOOKS AND PA

" ISE OF EMPIEE. By Garet Garrett, The Cax-
1o Printers, Lid., Cddweil, ldaho. 1952, 61
PR 75¢
This powesful little work is an analysis of

the political history of this country during the

past three decades. The author cleasly defines
the essential differences between a sepublic, in
which the people are responsible for their gov-
ernment, and an émpire, in which government
assumes responsibility for the people. He teaces
the amazing course of the recent transforma-

"tion of our mote or less balanced, republican in-

stitutions into a government in which

. (1) The executive principle dominetes the
Jegislative and judiciary branches,

(2) Domestic policy is accommodated and
subordinated to foreign policy,

(3) There is & definite ascendzncy of the

mikitary mind, . :
(4) A system of sateflite nations is support-
" ed for what is called collective secarity, and in
which there is )
(5) A characteristic emotional complex of
. both vaunilng and fesr.
The facts quoted are matters of record, and
their logical alignment leads to an unescapable
conclusion. A “rmst” for all libettarians,

Letiers
- " ¢Continued from Page Seven)
< writing in The Ametican City (May, 1952)
pointed out how far short it (oz their estimate
Cof it) falls of the present budgets. They do be-
fieve rent should be public revenue—and that
it might pay for all local government and some
state government, but certainly not (they say)
federst government. {1 wontd also like to refer
readere to Colonel B, C. Harwood's reply in the
June Americsn City.) )
Heré 1 should Jike to point to a very sensible
. melticd of appertionment proposed by Howard
" Freeman ja the September 1950 issoe of The
Henry George News: Let the federal govern-
ment collect the full income from royalties ot
severance taxes on natural resoutces, such fe-
somrees being properly the beritage of the
whole people. Let the state and local govera-
ments collect the full income from land asea
thtengh a tax on surface land value.
" I beliéve that total rents would yield much
" mote than the $12.7 billions estimated by Mr.
" Zangerle, Tt st also be. comsidered that as
_land values age taxed and other taxes abelished,
produciion will risse—and with production, rent.
Still, with al] this, it is no doubt troe that the

total revemze would fafl shott of the peesent.

 soaring budgets of 2ll levels of government.
1 ask, ir 21l sincerity, must we take such bud-

" gets lying dowardfust we think only in terms’

of raising endugh tuxes to satisfy increasingly
. rzpacious budgets? Us it not just as reasonable
to expect all fevels of government to live on
the generons income that would be derived
from land rents? Such revenue would cértainly
provide all the public services required in 2
normal economy, including 4 rearounably propor-
tioned defense progrant.

“Rut these 2ge not normsl tmes.” Very fast.
Shail we fotget completely that as the Single
Tax is adopted immediate benefits to the econo-
my would be gained? And that as conditions
improve, much of the swollen government we
enduge today seould be unndcessary?

—RoOBERT CLANCY
New Yok

VIPHLETS REVIEWED by MARSHALL CRANE

POLITICS 18 WHAT YOU MAKE IT. By
Joseph B, MoLoan, 32 pp. 25¢. { Public Affairs
Pampllets, 22 East 38th Strect, New York

. City 16.)
~ One of the American voters’ favorite pas-
times is talking over the fortunate, or unfortu-
nate, people whom they have elected to public
office, Their personal fives and character, theit
intelligence and ability, theie public acts, and
the motives for these 2ll get 4 thorough going
over whenever o few of their employers ate
gathered together to exercise their inalicnable
right of free speech,

A good deal of this comment is ikely to be
unfavorable, Fn fact, a visiting sociologist from
Mars would almost certainly get the impression
that if you are a “politician” you cap’t win —
except 2t the polls, And if he were to ask—as
he most cettainly shoutd —how such scoundrels
manage to get in office in a country which
boasts of its free, dembcratic institutions I
think he wonld be rather puzzled by the rea-
sons given, of by the lack of them. For it
would be obvicus to him, unless he suffered
from the same logical blind spots that afflict
the sons of Adam, that political rights entail
political responsibilities, and that the responsi-
bility for poor government must rest upon. none
but the governed, '

The Public Affairs Pamphlets endeavor to
create a really informed electorate, & pressuce
group to end all pressuce groups, composed of
citizens who do want a decent govermment.
This readable and remarkably informative little
-tract by Joseph E. McEean tells how the indi-
vidual ‘citizen can dedide inteligently what his
pofitical opinions are, and how' he can make
them congt in an election year.

New York
{Continned from Page Seven)

Mr. Pardy urged the teachers of the Henty
George school not ta be discouaged by small
classes. "It is not numbers that count,” he de-
clared, Vit s quality.” “Here and there you will
get a student who will listen and understand,
and who will become a leader.”

Mr. Purdy was warmly applanded wher he
concluded with these words: “Study is the

bridge across which people must go to the.

vnderstznding of ‘Progress and Poverty” Oscar

Geiger. gave us'a school where people can g0

and study. Our job is to get people to. go o
school, to the right school, to Oscar Geiger's
school.” e

. Bobert Clancy, éirec‘l"or;. acting as':bal‘nquet

" ‘chairman, anncunced that-the school was initiat-

ing a John Dewey Memorizl Fund to help cany
on the work started by George Geiges twenty
years ago and encouraged by John Dewey whe
was honorary president during all that time. -
Dr. Monroe H. Berg in Far Rockaway has
made his office available for the first course in
that vicinjty in The Science of Political Economy.
Sonia Swirsky will be the popular teacher con-

tinuing with this enthusiastic group. Tredepick

Specht, 2 student-teacher of Richard Higgs, led
a regional class in Fundamental Hconomics at
the Woodhaven "(L. 1) library during the
spring. C :

Dr. Otte Tuliusburger of New York, formes-
Iy associated wih Oppenbeimer and the Ger-

. man leader, Damaschke, died recently, sfter a

Tong life devoted to writing in behalf of land
reform. o

Yousgson Brown. Library Publishers, New

York, 1932, 208 pp. $4.75.

The story of the settlernent and population
of this country, of the tatning of its wilderness
and the rise of its fagms, factories and cities
will always be a fascinating one. It bas been
told matzy times, and sometimes well, but often
a great deal has been Ieft unexplained hecause
the natrrator has neglected to chart the economic
winds and currents which are the real forces
which speed and direct the political ship of
state.

New books of zll sorts on the Ristory of
America find readers every year. Noturally most
of them are by Americans, But occasionally it
is interesting, and instuctive too, to vigw the
panoramz of our past and present a5 it is seen
from across the ses.

An old gentleman once told me, "No one
showid attempt to write the history of a foreign
country until he has learnéd to speak it lan
guage, relish its cooking, play its games, and

augh at its jokes.”

No doubt there is a grain of truth.in this, as
thete is in most epigrams. Nevertheless, it must
be admitted that many of the greatest works in
the literature of history have been writtes by
“foreigners.” Every schoolboy is familiar with
Beyee's Amerizan- Commomeealth, and many
know his Modern Democragies and Holy Re-
man Empirs at least as begettors of footnofes,
Prescott, surely one of the greatest histozians
this codntry hes produced, gave his atfention al-
most enticely to the history of Spain and the
Spanish- American peoples. s

Tt may be juet as diffiralt to achieve complete
ohjectivity when writihg about one’s gwn coun-
try as to mnderstangd the inotives, manners and

idens of stranpers. For the “national” character-
. 5

isties of our agighbors, so often ascribed to race,
etr., can almest always be traced to their eco-
nomic environment and political history, and
these, after all, are matters of writtea or un-
written fecord,

A. J. Youngson Brown, the author of this
litte accorat of the developmient of the Ameri-
can economy, is an, Eaglishman, and Teches on
economic kistory ot Cambridge University. His
book is the fmit of one of the Yellowships
created by the Commonwealth Fund of New
York for post-graduate stedy ia this country.

Thevgh ke very obviomly enjoys His subject
immenssly, Mr. Brown hes made his work a
cofnpazatively short one, It is, however, remark-
ably comgplete 2nd comprehensive. And though
it is thoroughly scholarly, the docnmentation
has been reduced to 2 mimimwmmn, and does not

iaterfere with the reader’s enjoyment of a well

planned, well execnted and readeble narmative.
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