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Justice in

“EN THE beginning God created the heaven
and the carth,” - . '

These are the most famous opening words in
all literature. They introduce us ta a work—or
collection of works — that has no parallel in
history. If another book is spoken of in superla-
ives it is always as something “next to the
Bible.” ) )

We cannot overestimate the influence of this

book on our civilization, Our morals, our lofti- -

- est ideals, aze still those of the Bible. Our God
is stilf Jehovaly, the Lord God of Israel And
the Idea of justice that we revere is not the Jeast
of the fruits that have come down to us from
this sousce. As Frederick Verinder puts it, in
My Neighbor's Landmark: “The concept of
justice as the foundation of all law, divine and
human, pervades all the teaching of the Law
and the Prophets.” :

“Justice” is one of those sublime words at-
tempts at defining which never seem adequate,
© pever come up te the mere mention of it It 15
not ence defined in the Bibie. Indeed, seldam if
ever in that book do we find 2 definition of any
of the vital concepts that mean so much to us.
Rather they are brought home to us by precept,
by warning, by stories and deeds, by fulfiflment.
And when these matters are related, we have e
more precise knowledge of those concepts than
any defining or abstracting could ever give us.

The 014 Testament

“And God blessed them [tnan and woman],
and God szid uate them, Be fruitful, dnd mal-
tiply, and zeplenish the earth, and subdue it.”
(Gen. 1:28). In the Bible you never get any
other imptession than that great numbers of
people ate a good thing, meaning more sbun-
dance. A nation i great when humbered a5 the
sands or the sters. Injustice, not ever-popula-
tion, is blamed for misery. From Genesis on,
contrast betweca wealth and want, the oppres-
sars and the oppressed, is constantly pointed out
as an evil condition—he evil conditon,

In Bxodus, the very motive of the Hebrew
teek to Canaas Is an escape from injustice and
opptession, and a quest for justice and free-
dom. ‘The Ten Commandments are universally
recognized as embodying the Law of Justice
What is the essence of these Commandments?
A refation of equity ‘BEfween man and man
undet God. Throughout the remaining chapters
of the Pentatench the chifdren of Israel are con-
stantly reminded what they are escaping from.
~ The “'false gods™ tepresent the laws which sanc-
tion eppression, injustice, corruption, The true
Geod te which they owe allegiance represents
the Law of Justice. Throughout the Bible, the
prophets and preachess reiterate this with in-
_creasing emphasis and insistence until it be-
comes their dominant theme, ’

The 25th chapter of Leviticus is one of the
foost impottant chapters in the Bible, Here is
iaid down what is to he done with the fand of
Canaan, the Promiscd Land, ence it is entered.
Here is the foundation of the cconomic and
social life of the people. "The land shall not be
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sald for ever; for the fand is Mine; for ye are
strangers and sojourners with Me.” From the
first chapter of Genesis throughout the Bible it
is taught that the carth is the Lord’s.
“For-what ate we but tenants for a day?”
asked Henry George, “The Almighty, who
created the earth for man and man for the
earth, has entailed it upon all the generations
of the chiidren of men,” And in Leviticus an
effort is made to secure to all generations their

rights in the land, by the method of the Jobilee -
. year, Bvery fiftieth year the land was to revert

to the families in whose trust-it was originaily
given, no matter through how mmny hands it
may have pussed. This was to present the disin-
heritance of the pevple and the concentration
of land in the hands of a few. That this faw
was often viclated we find much evidence, espe-
cially in the denunciations of the later prophets,

'The prophets are certainly among the most
inspiring phenomena in the' Bible. One of the
first on record, Nathan, nakes his appearance
fearlessly denouncing King David for an act
of injustice. There were many such injustices,
as Samuel, the last and greatest judge, had
warned the people there would be if they got
the king for which they clamored. But measure
for measure, the prophets were oa hand, de-
nouncing the oppressors, comforting the op-
pressed, exhorting the people, and rising high-
er aud highet toward a vision of God. Elijak
appeats to denounce Ahab and Jezehel for their
theft of Naboth's vineyard (I Kings 21), Isaiah

_cries against the same sort of coime (Isa, 5:8),

and so do the other prophets. )

In Isaich we find a pote often sounded by
the prophets. "I ye be willing and obedient,
ve shall eat the good of the land: but if ye re-
fuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the

ROBERT CLANCY

sword” The Lotd is # just God. Things don't
just happen; there’s 2. teason. There is cause
and effect. And thete is responsibility. There
is precious little soothsaying and no stat-gazing
in the Bible. There are very few unconditional

. prophecies, despite the fact that some lodk for

thern in such books as Danie] and Revelation.
“he' great message of the Bible'is tatbier, "If
ou do thus and so, such and such will result.” -
{et those who would seek escape fram responst-
bility ook elsewhere than in the Bible. |

- Jeremiah is known a3 the gloomy prophet—
but he wasn't unconditional about his pessitm-
ism. We find the same "if” philosophy as in.
Isaizh: ““For if ye thoroughly amend your ways
and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judg-
ment between 2 mao and his neighbor . . . then
will T cause you to dwell in Ethis place, in the
land that I gave to your fathers For ever and
ever.” (Jer. 7: 5-7}.

In Isaiak 58: 4-12 we find another strain of
the prophets. They reject, on behalf of the
Lord, the formal observances, the surface ac-
ceptance, the lip service, whep justice and
rightcousness are oot done. In their ferce bursts
of wrth against idolalyy, . the prophets asso-
ciated-such- idclatry with forsaking the-ways of
justice. For the mere ritmalistic worship of
strange gods could not have meant much moze
evil to them than the mere ritualistic worship
of Jehovah meant good. . .

The “minor prophets” are so calfed because
their writings are. shoster than those of the
major prophets. But there is nothing “minor”
about theit message. To take Micah as an ex-
ample: “Will the Lord be pleased -with thou-
sands of rivers of oil? . . . He hath shewed
thee, O magn, what fs good; and what doth the
Lord require of thee but to do justly, and to
love mercy, and to walls hembly with thy God?”
(Mie. 6: 7-8). Here again is z hedrifelt plea
for the simple sule of justice. The short book
of Micah i5 2 freasure trove, as are those of
Hosea and Amoes—and these three form a trio
quite as inspiting as the theee major prophets.

Cne last glance at the prophets: In Malachi
we find a further striving toward the anivet-
sality of New Testament ideas: "Have we not
all one father? Hath not ene God created us?”

What is known miscellaneously as “the voit-
ings” (everything other than “the law” and
“the prophets”} comprise 2 vast variety of ma-
terial set down over_ a long period of time
Much of it was written between. the period of
the return of thé Jews from thelr captivity in
Babylon and the time of Chuist, though in most
cases much older authorship is attributed.

Such books as Provetbs, Yicclesiastes, Foclesi-

‘astions and Wisdom (the two latter unforfu-

nately termed “apocryphal,” exceit ia the Cath-
olic Bible, becanse they are frankly later writ-
ings) ‘represcat = more mature Sophistication
of Hebrew thought. The basic concept of jus-
tice is still there but refined and viewed under
a variety of aspects. To take Proverbs as 4o
example: “Men do not despise a thief, if he
(Continned on Page Three, Colamn One}
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By ROBERT CLANCY
Did it ever occur o you that the
term “laissez-faire’’ is the rightful
inheritance of Henty Georgists?
This much alwised expression was
invented by the Physiocrats, our
“ancestors.” They used it in a very
different sense from the way it is
spat out by its maey -opponents to-
day or timidly broached by its few
proponents, They used laissez-faire

to mean {and didn’t its originators:

have the right to fix its meaning?)
let production be cacried on with-
out state interfetence or monapoly,
let all Bave a fair field and no favor.
“They concefved true laissez-faire as
operating #nder the single tax. It
did mo# mean “let society go to pot,”
nor did it mean “Jet those on the
top remain undisturbed.”

Tt was not “‘laissez-faire” that col-
lapsed in 1929, It was, on the con-
trary, a system that was never free
of strangulation of trade, commerce
and production, by monopely aad
by government, These restrictions
. cansed the collapse. Laissex-faire

would end such restrictions.

Laissez-faire is a good expression.
_Let us be ptoud of it, and let us
help restore to it its true meaning,

" It is too bad that so many words
iike laissez-faire are so often used
to mear something so different from
their generic meaning,

Well, if words are going to be
bandied about to such an extent, I
think T have 2 right to put my oar
in, tog, so here goes. . . .- '

I am a "conservative,” 1 want to
conscrve the good “things of out
civilization. ’

I am a “liberal” 1 think liber-
zlity is a good virtue to cuftivate.

Iama

“progressive.” 1 am for
~ progress. .

Yame “radical.” I want to go to
the root, radix, of things.

I am a “reactionary.” 1 react
against that which would destroy
freedonn, e

T am an “jadividualist.” T believe
i royself as an individual.

I am a “socialist.” I believe in
myself as 2 member of society.

I am 2 “communist.”” I believe in
the community as an association of
individuals with equal rights.

T am 2 “rightst” I want to fol-
low the right road. .

1 am a “leftist.” I want to sec the
bad things left behind,

I am 4 “centrist.” I believe in
central truth, association in equality:

Legistature to *
_which cost him $3500 for Missouri State Park land worth $22,000 o
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' By NOAM D, ALPER -~
" Taxpayers? -
“YoUR TRANSIT COMPANY 15 THE Second Largest Taxpayer to the
City of St. Lonis,” writes our transit company, the St. Louis Public Ser-
vice Co. They continte: “Yes, our tax bill Iast year was over $2,000,000

.. .. of which §1,394,107, or almost $4000 2 day, went to the City of St.
Lauis. The only source of income from which these taxes may be paid is-

the FARE BOX!" This wes printed on a weekly perrait pass in May.
Wouldn't it have been mote noble to state: “Your transit company
is the second largest tax collector for the City of St. Louis” ? They, might

heve added: “We Favor the City of St. Louis collecting its own taxes—.

our business is transportatjon.” .
. . 'oDE

A UP dispatch {May 19), New Yotk City, reporied a price of $123
a squate foot for Jand that set a record, Involved was a tiny telangle of
land less thin four squate feet (at Fourteenth Street and Tenth Ave-
nwe) . Thirty bids stasting at $23 raised it to $505 to the owner of ad-
joining property who was evidently on a spot. The city held the land by
tax foreclosure,

Bengerons Radiation .-

Another excerpt from a AP dispatch (May 20) Washington: “A
land boom: last year boosted the farm real estate morigage debt 8 per
cent, . . . Likewise, the rising demand and increased prices for farm
commodities fed farmers ta add to their non-fezl estate debt. They bot-
rowed tather heavily to buy additional machioery and other equiptent.
... The department (Agticultnre) -estimated 60 per cent of the farms
sold last year wete crédit financed.” . .

The Bcariet Sympton ’

_ S Louis assessor Joseph P. Sestric tepotted that since 1945 the
number of farms in St. Louis bad decteased from 36 to 37. In 1935 there
were 124 farms within the city limits. These farms ate mostly trock
gardéns, ranging from 3 to 15 acres, averaging sbout 6 acres.

The dtem in The St TLouis Post-Dispatch says: “The farms have

- been disappearing in recent years as acreage is sold. Inctensed value of

the Tand for subdivision pusposes and the current bullding activity in
the section, Sestric believes, will elimipate all trnck gardens soon. He
pointed out the land is becoming too valuable even for truck gardening.
A recent sale of 10 scres brought £58,000, or about $5,800 an acre”™
The scarict symptom of 2 discase deadly to freedom.
: " Inflation

“Contributing to the increased dolfar amounts of income and
product was a 41 per cent drop in the value of the dollar during the
decade (1940+49), from $1 to 59 cents. The declining purchasing power
of the doflar is demonstrated by the rise of the consumer price index
from 99 in 1939 to 169 in 1949, And the role of the nation’s money
supply in the infiation is shown in part by the climb of deposits and cur-
reriey from $68 billion to $177 billion.” -

From Facts and Figures on Government Finance, 1950-31, ‘The
Tax Foundation, 30 Rockefellér Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. (42.00),

_ : This FEELDOM! -

A St. Louis Iand desler had a hill introduced into the Missouri
perrait and require” an exchange of 350 acres 6f his land

more. A withess said that this, if permitted, would be “one of the big-
gest steals in the history of the state park system.” )
Run Up the Chriain - .

In 2 column (Framk Bdward, Says} in the Farmer-Labdar News,
Modesto, California, we read on June 11 “More Tax Loopholes Voted.
.. . 'The House of Representatives has approved the contitmation of the
scheme which permits the oil companies to stick 27 per cent of their
gross incomae in their pockets tax free, This is kaown as a depreciation
allowance. Through this booby trap, the wage earners and small business
men will pay the taxes which the House permits the oil compandes to
evade,” - L

This “depreciation allowance” applics to the depletion of the oil
deposits found in nature, It arises out of the private capitalization of 2
value ot capitel at all—a people’s value. Mr. Bdwards fiirts, however,
ondy with a flicker of 2 flick of an ides. He highlights only one of 2
muititude of “bocby traps” by which wage earners and small business
men will pay tazes and more taxes and more taxes. Let us hope one day
he will mun the curtain all the way up to see what a load of taxes wage
eacners and big and small business men ate really carrying to benefit
the title holders of the surface of the ezeth and its natural contents of
natural sesources. - ‘ :

-l

By HENEY L. T. TIDEMAN

Onestign, While we may admit
that Jandowners receive uncarned
increment, 5o do the owners of other
Zapital goods, Why penalize only
the Jandowners, as the single tax
wounld do? ’

Answer, In that question, the
confusion both of idez and of lan-
guage make it hard to answer it in
the space available, One of the most
confusing bits of langusge is the
expression “other capital goods.”

First: in political economy, cipi-
tal is not an adjective. It is 2 moun.
The word goods is redundant, hav-
ing no meaning in the septence,

“Second: land is neither capital
nor goods, It Js the earth. The scrip-
tural scribe did smot write: “In the
bepioning God created capital”
God left the production: of capital
to man.

"Third: it is not proposed to 'pen-
alize” ‘anybody. The proposal of
Henry George is to abolish all the
taxes that penalize men for doing
well in production,

Fourth: no Iandowners exist.
There are only landholders, Owner-
ship is one ides, possession is an-

.ather, For instance; the tenant of a

hotel room has possession  but
ownership rests elsewhere. As such,
landholders produce nothing. They
merely collect the surplus wealth
arising from the social and econamic
cooperation of others. If these
others, acting 45 & community, levy
and collect a fax which resumes

. possession of this surplus, they de-

prive the landholders of sothing
that belongs to them. They merely
take back their own. Such a tax will
“penalize’” no one, a8 the taxes that
subfract from wages do penalize.

Fifth: as to owners of capital re-
ceiving mneatped increment; to the
extent that such a statement is true,
it is due to the competitive advan-
tage of very large accitmulations of
capital over small, This arises from
land monepoly, or often from legal
‘favaritism, such as patents, fran-
chises, public regulation, tasiffs acd
other special privileges.

With land monpoly destroved by
the taxation of and vahes and the
taxation of wages abolished, in-
creased savings would make it pos:
sible for many small aceumulations
of capital to be enteted into compe-
tition with the large ones. This
would tend fo reduce the advantage

-afforded by large capitals.

Competition being more equal, it
would automatically mete out more
equal reward to all who devote their

-capital to production, while wages

would rise as progress improved the
processes of production.
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Justice in the Bible
{ Continned j"rom Fage One}
steal to satisfy his soul when be is hungry; but
if ke be found, he shall restore sevenfoid . . "
Thete are extenuating circumstances in some

acts of “injustice”—a heralding of New Testa--

ment leniency; and yei, fustice shall be done.
The solid virtues are extolled in Provetbs —
hiopest toil, thrift, sensibility, There is.no sym-
pathy with poverty diié to voluntary idleness:
"How long wilt thou sieep, O sluggard? ... 8o
shall thy poverty come a5 one that travelleth,
and thy want as an armed man’” But wealth
nequired in any way but honest labor is equally
frowned npon: “Better is 2 little with right-
eausness than great revennes without right”

These hooks contaie much wisdom. And in
them this thought emetges: It is good to have
enaugh. And God's Jaws are so that all will
have enough, Tt is not good to heve too much
not too Bittle, and a perversion of God's laws
will result in this. :

Always there is asspciation of great husury
and wantcnness, and deep poverty, with injus-
tice. Alwnys a prosperous and happy land is
associated with justice for all. This is the social
message of the Old Testarment.

The New Testament

When one tries to explain Jesns one uncon-
sciously tries to do “beyond his best,” and when
it is af! explained something yet remains.

"I comé not to destroy but to fulfill,” said

Jesas — though many suppose that the New
Testament replaces the old. It does not. It re-
interprets the basic message of justice, broadens
it, makes it & matter of fulfillment in the heart
of tman rather thon a mechanical observance:
The New Testament cxpresses what the -haw
and the prophets were driving toward. The way
of fustice is opencd np inte the way of love

and there fused—but not replaced,
" ‘The two Jaws which Jesus gave are found in
the Old Testament. Love God and love thy
neighbor .(Deut. 6:3; Lev, 19:18). It s 2 mat-
ter of going straight to the heart of the law
and the ptophets and revealing the underlying
spirit. ) :

-When asked for advice as to the right path
to follow, Jesus repeated the Commandments

of Moses. When more was asked, he gave the

law of the iner spirit. ‘
When he found it so diffcnlt to get across
his message, Jesus would say, “They have the
law and the prophets. If they hearkened not to
thern, nefther will they hearken to me.” ‘And he
indicates that if they Aad hearkened, there
-~ would be no special need for his missicn now.
"Jesus has meant s0 many different things to

so many different peoples, and has been zein. -

terpreted and adjusted to conform with so many
ways of [ife, mores amd.ideds, that we some.
times forget to look -at the-original Jesus. In
Christ’s Object e Life, John C. Lincoln re-
minded us that we can do this no better than
by studying the first three gospels. And I be-
‘lieva we can best understand Jesus as the cul-
minztion of a mighty movement that might be
said to have begun with Moses. ’

In the days of Jesusd, the Messiah was ex-
pected by the Jews, He was to be the one who

" would restore the kingdom of Israel to its-

former gloty, establish 2 reign of justice; peace
and prosperity that would be a wonder to the
world, and usher in 2 golden age. There is no
doubt that Jesus considered himselfl the expect-
e Messizh, and his followers did, too,

Jesus consideted that the time was at hend

PLAIN TALK g Gorome feaclin

‘Typical of the erroneous thinking

which characterizes onr time is the
teasoning used by the milk driver’s
union recently in calling a strike be-
cause théy wanted. to keep several
extra huadred men doing woik that
could be eliminated. With millions
of peaple in the lower income brack-
ets unable to buy many jtems they
want because their salaries are neas-
ly exhausted in buying essentials, the milk
driver's want to solve this problem for their
members by making these essentials cdst more.

With countless other groups trying to solve the

problem via the same reasoning, the poor man’s
chance of improving his lot isn’t rosy.

Less than 100 years ago 80 pet cént of the
people of America were needed to raise the
food which the 100 per cent consuzmed. Now
16 per ceat raise encugh food not onfy for all
of eur 150,000,000 people but enough exira to
feed a large portion of the 1est of the world.
Freed of the erroneous theorfes that farmers
should he given bonusss for not raising food
we could probably raise all the food ‘we nesd
with 10 per cent of eir population. The rest

of the farmers could be making the things we

could afford to buy if we didn't have to spend
our income 4o pay subsidies and exhorbitant
prices caused by governmental farm controls.

The millkmen can't be blamed too much for
their “rhake work™ theosies. Every Republican
who ever favoted a protective tariff also wanted
the government to “make wotk” for him and
his employees. Theough these tariffs he hoped

oo

to increase prices sufficiently to pay
his employees for doing something
which could be done cheaper else-
where and still have something left
over for himself, As he succeeded
in thus raising prices he threw other
- men ott of work who had been
making the extra things which peo-
ple could afford to buy when prices
were lower. .

All Americans want freedom—except where
it involves their immediate self interest, Becawse
government can be used to create special privi-
lege each is perfectly willing to restrict the free-
dom of others throngh government when it
will help him, Let it be shown that the Japan-
ese can make an article cheaper than we do in
America and every menufacturer affected would
be in Washington the next day to get the gov-
ernment to stop the importation of that article
—¢ven though it could be proved that every
one of the- men mow making that asticle in
Ammerica would soon be employed making either
{1) the things we would send the Japanese in
peyment for the item they are making for us
or (2) the things which people would be able
to buy because they saved on the item bought.
in Japan.

The one great modern cause of war is gov-

_eramental interference with our free markets,
yet today thete ate almost no people left who
can see that the greatest freedom of all is the
freedom to trade with whoever gives one the -
best value. It is the testriction of this freedom
which eventually will fead to the loss of all
cther freedoms:

for his mission to be accomplished, for all to

be fulfilled. But the nature of the reign he
soight to bring abount was very different from
what was expected. It was a kingdom of the
spitit. No doubt many were disappointed at
this. Jesus more than half -expected uncompre-
hensicn but he was still discouraged with it.
At first Jesus intended his message primarily
for the Jews, in his role of Messiah, He saw
that only a few compichended and that some-
times Gentiles wouid come to him showing
equally good comprehension, and he decided
that his message was for all who would listen.
His message wes in the tradition of the
prophets and he spoke as a prophet of Israel,
Obey the laws of God not merely cutwardly,

but more important, inwardly. As you do this

you become a more worthy subject of the king-
dom of God, You mast live-in this world. Do
not waste time resisting the femporal power of
the conquetor (as Isaizh and Jeremizh also
warned), but build within Caesar’s reign the
new kingdom. Adjust insofar as necessary to
theway of the world, but in the word of God,

be pure o
Xs those who have realized the innet king-
&

. dom associate with one ancther, in the spirit of

Iove and justice, the new seign will shine forth -

and become manifest, Then, when God's judg-
ment is visited upon the ezrth and nations must
reap the harvest of their wickedoess, and col-
lapse in ruin—then will that bright spirioual

kingdom be on hand as s light and an ecxample-

to the world. Thys the kingdom that Jesus steod
for. was by no means a retreat from the world,

"but was indeed that which should triomph.

But woe to those who Erow the word and
harden’ their hearts. In that day it shall go
worse with them than with those who knew
not.’ For to whom much is given mmch is o
pected. As with the prophets of Istael, Jesus
is at his most fiery when inveighing agaiost
those who should know better, His oration
agaitst the Pharisees (Matt. 23) could be 2
page from Jeremiah or Isaiah. '

Daes love replace justice? Jesus asked people
to be forgiving. He urged his listeners not to
judge others, As was pointed cut by the author
. of Proverbs, there are extenuating circumstances.

We do not always know why 4 man acts as he
does. Loving-kindness and forgiveness will do
mate to set him on the right path than punish--
ment, “Fudgment is mine, saith the Lord."
. And 25 for the judgment of God, Jesus left
no doubt that justice would be fulfilled, When
speaking: of the retribution of Ged, he was
merciless (Matt. 24 and Mask 13). The high
and mighty would be laid low. The oppressors
and the hypocrites and the uanjust and the
wicked — “thou shalt not go out thence until
thow. pay the vety last mite” (Luke 12). Justice
shall be fulfiled.

The idea of justice—from its straightforward
exposition by Moses to its sublime enrichment
by Jesus—ihe idea of equity between thae and
man under God—is so' concentrated npon, and
labored over, throunghout the Bible that it is
sometimes difficult to see how that book can be
s0 revered with ifs essential theme so neglected.
Let us hope that it will not be long before the
sopreme message of the Bible will be grasped by’
a generation that is not a “perverse geperation.”
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Three Georgists Honored
" At Silver Anniversary

ROBERT CROSSER, Democratic Congress-
tman from Ohio, was the distinguished out-

oftown speaker at the anmmal banquet in New

Yark on Jure 20. Speaking in remembrance of

a fellow statestan, Tom Johnson, whose life
and ideals wees an eardy inspimtion to him, he
paid Eributes to Henry George and Tom john-

son which will not soon be forgotten. -

“Among those who were destined to be in-

fluenced by the greit mind and the earnest and
{ogical appeal of Henry George,” he seid, “was
a young man who, althongh he had known
hardship 2s a boy, had nevertheless enjoyed re-
markable success as a street raibways operator
from his early twenties on through his thirties.
That man was Tom L. Johnsen.”

Soon after he had become familiar with the
book Progross and Poverty, Mr. Johoson went
to visit Henry George at his bome in Brooklyn.
He asked what he couid da to help. Heney
George urged him to go into palitics, with the
result that he was three times elected to the
Cangress of the United States where he made
a stiong fight aguinst the protective tariff, Later,
for three terms, he was the celebrated Mayor
of the City of Cleveland, He died io the third
term and was butied near Henry George in the
Greenwodd Cemetery, Brooklvn, _

Emanuel R. Posnack whose recent book Téme
to Understand makes use of Max Hirsch’s book

Democrary os, Sacialism (1901} as sonsce o

terial, said that his message was one of appre-
ciation to the Rabert Schalkenbach Foundation
for having made Max Hirsch's book available;
to Andrew P. Christianson, 2 New York faculty
member, who introduced him to the book; and
to the Henry Geotge School for having pro-
duced “Chris”* and others like him.

Georgism is more thar 2 theory, be said. Tt
is 2 mmovement, and as a movement it mmst foL-
low tie dypamics of the times which indicate
that man is on the brink of a new order of
existence. )

“Today commmnism is a real threat” said
Me. Pasnack. “We cannot ward off communism
by shouting of slogans or spilling of blood, We
fust have & control weapoo—and the Heary
Greorge School has been providing ‘that weapon
for some time, T know if you continue your
good work in the light of modern times, you
will win the apprecidtion and thasks of 'all
those who heve the good fortuse to come with-
in the influence of your inspirational teaching,”
Time to Undeertand by Emapnel R. Posnack,
may be ordered from the school, 50 E. 69th
Street, New Vork, at $2.50 a copy.

Robert Clancfemdirector of the Henry George
School, broaght to the andience & vivid appre-
ciation of Joseph- Dana Miller, editor of Tand
and Freedom, suspended in 1943 This journal
was an epic- the Hike of which had not been
seen bifore, It was, Mr. Clancy pointed out,
“a complete zecord of the idess end aspirations,
deeds and dreams, controvessies and agreements

of the followers of Henry Geotge for neatly -

half 2 cenhuy. )

Tn 1901 Mr. Miller foutided The Single Tax
Review, a thick quarterly, later a bi-monthly.
From the fitst issu= its contents wete sepresenta-
tive of the whole movement. Vol I, No, 1 con-
tained a letter written by Tolstoy; an account
of James A. Hemne, author of Shore Arcves, by
Henry Geaige, Jr.; the story of Tom Johnson;

The Gytieﬁa}; Graded Tax

'Plan Wins in Pennsylvania

'

HE GENERAL Assembly of Pennsylvania,
by & very decisive voté in both houses, has
adepted legishation for all ciies of the third
class which will permit any of the 47 cities in

this class to separately assess znd tax land and

improvements, This was the first major objec-

tive of the Pennsylvania campaign initiated by -

the Henty George Foundation,
The final vote was taken on June 5, when

the House of Representatives passed the Third '

Class City Code, Senate Bill Np. 357, by a.vate
of 141 to 47. Only the signatnre of the Gov-
ernor is now required and the sponsors of the
bill are confident of his approval after the cus-

. tomary legal eéxamination of the législation by

the Attorney General. ’

The new tax law, having been condensed in-
to three sentences, is remarkzble for its brevity:
Texi of the Amendment

“At the next triennial assessment following
the effective date of this amending acf, the
assesser shall, if council by ordinance so directs,
classify ail real estate in such dty, in such man-
aer and upon such testimony as may be adduced

before him, so ds to distinguish between the -

buildings on land and the land exclusive of the

 buildings, 2nd he shall ceztify to the conncil the

agprepate vaination of all real estate subject to

~ tavation for city purposes within each such

classification. )
“The council of any city mmay, by ordinance,
in any year, levy separate and different rates of

taxation for city purposes op all real estate -

classified as land “exclusive of the baildings
thereon and on 2ll real estate classified as build-
ings on land. 7
“When.real estate tax rates are so levied they
shall be uniform as to all real estate within each

such classification and such rates shall be de-.
termined by the requirements of the city bud-

get as approved by conncil.” )
To Expedite Local Action -

Thete is still a possibility that the House may
also pass Senate Bill Mo, 121, even, though the
full text of this bill a5 here tepbrted has since
been incorporated in the Third Class City Code,
Senate Bill No. 357, now in the Governor's
hands. The situation is a very unpusual one
which induced the Senate to pass duplicate leg-
istation, Certain provisions of the Code counld
not be made effective before Janwary, 1952,
without causing serious distarbance, whereas it

was Sauﬁ‘?ht to have the new assessment plan be- -

come effective 2t once if poasible..

“and zn article on tavation by Lawson Purdy,
who was present at the speakers’ table and was

wattly welcomed by the andience.
Me. Clancy mentioned andther great achieve-
ment of Jaseph Dana Miller—The Single Tax

Year Book—swhich appeared in 1917, This book

remains an inexhanstible source of information

and the Schalkenbach Foundation has found it -

of inestimable value in the preparation of 2
forthcoming year book in the same field.

Mr, Clancy conclnded with a reading of Mr.
Milter's last editorial, *Y.ost—The Individuzl”
published posthumousty. T

Otto K. Dotn, vice president of the schoof

. and an associate of Tom Johnson in Cleveland,

also addressed the guests briefly, Miss V. G.

Peterson, secretaty of the Schalkenbach Founda-

tion, presided.

GREAT ZDEAS.OF WESTERN AMAMN «m: ONE' OF.A SE1

HENRY GEORGE (PROG

ARTIST: FRANKLIN WATKING

I Knew Henry

OR FIFTY years I was in the postal serv:
L'in New York and Brocklyn. 1 entered 1
service when I was a Iad, in 1883, A little 1z
I came in contact with Hency George, but I v
still quite young. George had visited Baglar
and for some Hme after his return the me
friends he hid made on the other side, ki
sending him presents. Some of them were
considerable value, invelving customs charg
seizures, ete, T handled numercns of these, 2
in this way we became acquainted. After a f
visits, when he did not see me an entering :

" deprrtmént, he inquired, ™ Where is the Tac

usnally see?” George was an inveterate qu
tioner, and he would ask about the reaction
persons in respect to seizures, penalties, apni
ances and-so ofr—in fact he covered everythi
that was in any way concerned with our duti

Shortly after this T was admitted to a deb
ing society. The membership which consis
mostly of lawyers, was limited to adults o
tweniy-one. But I was permitted to attend s
eral of the meetings o5 a guest, and then
speak there, The outcome was that eventp
they suspended their constitutional by-laws le
enough te admit me fo enxoll Ocrasion:
they had joint debates with similar organi
tions, and in the course of time I was seled



Jure, 1951

Hexry GEORGE. NEWS

{Pice Frvr]

:

$$ AND POVERTY, 1879)

CONTAINEE CORPORATION OF AMERICA

ﬁ@?ge By ALBERT FIRMIN

witle several others to participate in a joint de-
bate on the subject of "Georgism”™ (our theory).
Our society was asked to defend the negative.
It was then that 1 began oy study of the sub-
ject. The more T studied the moze convinced 1
became, and the more cerfain 1 was that Henry
George was the master mind of his period.

As 1 have said, my acquaintance with George

was slight when I waited npon him in the post-
office, yet there was 2 satisfaction i it that I -

had nmever experienced previously. .
BEventually I became a foltemer of George in
his campaigns. | was-active in the period when

he and Dr. McGlynn were associated in the

Anti-Poverty Society, and when George was 2
candidate for office. I met him frequently. He
was a matvel of intensity. He spoke before
great gatherings and his addresses had an’extra-
ordinary quality such as few speakers attain,

Off the pltform and among us,” he was as
gracious as 2 man could be. He dressed simply,
plainly, at times even poorly. Several times I

met him on the way to halls in his campaigns, -

in both surface cars and elevated cars, making
his way fke the rest of us with the least ex-
nensa. OFf course his addresses were rriostly
made where the andfences were lacgest, while [
as a-juniat, Jid may talking in smaller halls.

last year, while in the spri

‘Back to Keynes
By STANLEY SINCLAIR

HE RASP of the saw, the staccato of the
hammer and the shout of the puilding wark-
er on the scaffold is muted this spring, '
For the first time since the war's end, wast
weather has not bronght an incresse in baild-
ing activity. greater than that of the previous
season. New private constructon in April, after
values had beer adjusted for an 8 per cent hike
in building costs, were only 5 per cent higher
than the same month of last year. But compar-
ing April of 1950 with the previous year shows
a jomp of 70 per cent, after carrecton for
higher costs. . - \

Also, contrast the 49,498 npew contracts
awarded in April 1951 with the 59,616 in
Apri} of 195¢—a drop of 20 per cent.

This is just the beginning, Washington offi-
cials make no sectet of their determination to
cut doven private building. By using credit con-
trols—bigger down payments and higher inter-
est rates—they hope to keep new building stasts
down to about 830,000 for this year. Last year's
total was slightly more than 1.4 millien,

It takes only a second rate statisticizn to show
that an active industrial economy is sustained in
large patt by its building activity. Tasge scale
home building, coupled with private industrial
construction has supported many a boom.

Professors of New Desl persuasion have long
insisted there are three legs ta the stool: private
residential building, private industrial construc-
tion apd government construction. Which leg
is most important? ’

To most scholars, this question appeats.un-
answerable. But in the lexicon of hureaucrats,
there is no such word es “can't.” The answer
to this conundmim is to them simple and ob-
vions: nothing can take the place of govem-
ment spending. ‘

As if to prove this point, public new con-
struction this spring is 2¢ per cent higher than
of 1950 it was
only 10 .per cent greater than 1949. )

In the name of defense against Russian ag-
gression from without and inflationaty pressure
from within, the government boys have suc-
ceeded in reducing private building activity so
that they may supplant it with goveriment ex-
penditures. .

Yt would seem that they are going te blow
life into the ghost of Maynatd Keynes at any
cost. It was Keynes who preached that since

private investmentin capitz] goods could no

longer support the economy, government would
have to spend to take up this slack.

That private investment can carry the load has
been adequately demonstrated in recent years,
but the Washington boys will go back to Keynes
if they have to create the need for -government
spending by throttling private investment.

Thete were times when the going was vety

'rm'zgh, as when George met Shevitch in a de-
“bate on socislism, and the andiences wete wild

with partisan ardor, but George never flinched.

He was coutageons and I never knew of him

showing any eviderice of ttepidation, hesitancy
or rancor. He carried our banner and he held
it featlessly and high aloft, When he died he
was venerated by a mighty throng. Ile left a
heritage of truth, inspiration, logic and hope
which will ever be cherished thronghour the

warld, and in the Bearts of men, regardiess of

creed or color, - S

Independence Day
By MARSHALL CRANE

T MAY come a5 2 surprise to many tc hear
| that the Fourth of July, which is observed as
a holiday througbout the United States, is not

"the anniversary of the invehition of guapowder,

but 2 day dedicated to the conception of Liberty,
and commemorating the adoption of the Declar-
ation of Independence. :

It is rather sad that this document, of which
we all bave heard but which so few of us have
really studied, bag sunk to the status of a mere
antique, a parchment fetish, thoughtlessly hon-
ored once a yéar. For though we take our na-
tional independence as a matter of course, the
instrument which inzugurated it contains a great

“Geal which the modern American might think

ahout with profit. )

If we examine it thoughtfully, we find that
the most important part of this Declaration is
ok, as might be supposed, the concluding para-
graph, which formally annownces the separation
of the thirteen colonies from the British Crown
— we should have split away from Britaia.
eventually without it, .pechaps as Canada has
done—nor the more familiar general remarks
on human liberty and equality in the pressoble,
which have been so calmly ignored.

The real mest of the statement Hes in the
twa central sections. Here we find the griev-
ances which brought these feeble little states to
such a tmomentous decision, the causes which
impelled them to the sepatation, and they are
many. An effost of memoty, or reference to 2
history book, will remind us of the Navigation
Acts, and other suppressive Acts of Paclisment
and decisions of the Admiralty Courts which
forced every New Eiigland shipper to become a
smuggler, and which made the bribery and car-
ruption of government officers a standard busi-
ness practice from Portsmouth to Savannzh. We
will recall, with the assistance of the Declara-
tion, the regulations which virmually mortgaged

or:

_the whole soathern tobacco crop to Lon

merchants before it was even planted, and the
resteictions which mined the Pennsvlvania iron-
masters and made all kinds of industry next to
impossible except by stealth sad knavery. There.
will be something strangely familiay about the

. many tariffs and-inditect taxes, which robbed

both the rich and the poor, - ~ .

Mention fs made too of the cortnption of the
courts, and of the arbibrary ‘dependence of the
judiciaty vpon the Crown; of the royal nega-
tion of acts of the colonial Iegislatures; of sly,
clever tricks to limit their effectiveness by con-
vening them at inconvenient times and places;
and of their frequent dismissal before they had
finished their work, The quartering of soldiers
upon the dvilian ‘population, and the jmpress-
ment. of seamen both receive attention,

-But the greater part of the evils and abuses,
and those which caused the most suffering, were
of a soft with whicth we still have to contend
today, and not 2ll of them are less obviously
evil-now than they were then, They may be
summed up as the legal crimes against the lib-
ecty of the individuals and the freedom of his
property, the same type of laws, regulations and
taxes as those which still stifle the processes of
industry and frade, which surround the sup-
posedly free man on every hand, in his thought,
his work, his play, and in the disposz] of what
belongs to him. So long as we have them with
us, we cannot call ourselves independent.
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To the Editor: .
Which is more helpfol to the cense —for
Georpists 1o atgue as pef Pamgraph A below,

or to hump themselves as per. Paragiaph Bbe-,

low? . .

A.The Single Tax is not 2 tax. It is, too; it's
& Jand-value tax. Rent is paid for the nse of
land it is not! It is paid for the public and
social benefits adhering to land. Rent belongs
to society because it is 2 sodaily created -value.
Nuts! All walue is socially created. On  that
basis the value of industrial products could be
gs justly claimed by society, That's a lot of
hooey! If the two kinds of value are socially
created in equal degree, why don't they respond
in the same manner to sociel influences? Why
do Land values #ise with the growth of society,
and. commedity values f&/I? Why don't they
move together? Answer me thaf—if you can!

1 ask you candidly, dear Editor, should Geor-.
gists devote their time and energies thusly, ‘or
would it be better for them to engage in the
unrelenting effott to

B. Cenvince as many people as possible that
the adoption of Heney George’s proposals, how-
ever theie tetm may be defined, wonld be of
inestimable benefit to mankind, and the great-
est single step toward universal peace and pros-
ltl:l:ity the nations of the world could possibly

€.
Which is the bettér way? Won't somebody
please tell me!
~~PERPLEXED¥-
. Garlicville, Pu.
+PERPLEXED was editor. of The Individwalist and
lives in Flarida, Can you guess?

To the Editer:

- In your issue for May, 1951, Robert Clancy
. returns to the chatge to insist that the collection
of ground rent for public nses is a “tax,” and
he quotes the Tnited States Supreme Court as
follows: -

““The term faxation cavers every conceivable
exaction which it is possible for a government
to make, whether under the name of a tax, or
nnder such- names 23 rates, assessments, duties,
imposts, excise, licenses, fees, tolls, etc.”

1 Mr. Clancy will Iook up the word “exac-
_ tion” in the dictfonaties, he will find that this

statement is somewhat of a boomerang to his
argnment, Here are two dictionary statements:

Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 3th Bdi-
tion, 1943: Exaction; Act or process of
exacting; hence, extortion; Verb: to
exact, to demand or require avthorita-
tively or perefrptocialy, to compel to
yield or furnish; hence, to wrest, a5 a
fee when none is due. - :

Mew Century Dictionary 1949 Copyright:
Beaction: The act of exacting, extortion; .
Verb: To exact; to force or compel the
payment, yielding, or performance of;
extorty also, to call for, demand or re-
quire. * ’ ‘ -

If- George’s proposal to collect the ground
rent, 25 peyment for the advantages of title to

land, fs xctually extortion or exaction, it is high

time, that we quit trying to promote it. Why
make our job more difficult by falsely calling
our proposal a “tex”? :
. —Jonn 8. Copman

" Boston

Ta the Editér': ’
The articles carded by the Henty George

MNews duting the past yeat about the placing of -

values npon sites and resources, have been very
thought-provoking. '

It seetns right to answer these who brush us
nside as mere theotists without a practical plan
for application of our proposal to recover land-
values which, in natural justice, belong to all

the people. If there is any better name than’

Single Tax for the fund we wonld daim, it is,
perhaps, Land-debt, ' -

I cannot banish an idea abovt practical ap-
plication that I have keld for some time, It is
prompted by the meoner in which a Town
Finance Board arrives at its .tag rate, together
with the statement of (I believe} Oscar Geiger,
that “Bconomic rent is the exchange rate of
civilization.”

It seems to me perfectly comect that the
yearly total values of land-sites, Tesources, and

- Franchise privileges (of a given community)

should exactly halance the yearly budget.
In that case we need only fix an arhifrary enit
of value from which competent assessors would

determine equitable relative values, and with’

total values arrived at,.and the bndget deter-
thined, the fixing of the land-debt rate would
be a simple matter of arithmetic,
—ETHEL LYMAN STANMNARD
Columbia, Connecticut

To the Editor: - .
1 ind Jerome Joachim's article “Plain Talk™
of June, 1951, most distatbing.

Mr. Joachim states thet the American people

shouid 1id themselvas of the leadership that is

. taking them “dowa the road to socinlism,” Te
. then proceeds to paint » particularly grim pic-

ture of conditions in England. )

1 would ke to taise two points in reply to
Mr. Joachim. The first is that the American
people will no longer tolerate Prolonged de-
pressions or protracted unemployment. This at-
titude is 4 social and economic reality, and ig-
asmuch as the majority seem to hold to this
idea, onr present leadership is dedicated io the
two great economic imperatives of the day: (a)
the maintenance of full employment, and "(b)
the distribution of the nations! income.

Ouc current leadesship has dccepted the mis-

sion of effecting these two aims and the New
Deal and Fair Deal programs were designed to
carry them out. ) ’

We all know that Henty George's theory of
the cofection of economic ent end the aboli-
tion of patent. moncpoly would certainly pro-
vide us.all with 4t least the modur operandi of
a truly free society, but T respectfully suggest
to Mr. Joachim that if any force exists which
is” diamettitally opposed to these two great
canons of simple decency, it is the hostile sect
which now opposss the present regime. -~

In regard o Bngland, I believe we must con-

sider that this mation emerged from the war

bankrupt sn0d badly demoralized. Under the
conditions then obtaining what coumrse could
Britishers resort to, other than the pooling of
their few remaining resources?

An snachronistic secial spstem, callous finance
and, in particalar, tefribly obsolete capital equip-
ment, have all coatributed to the slowness of
improvement. Nevertheless Great Britain hds
now ‘almest restored a favorable trade balance.
1 feel that their expériment will he 2 limited
sucecess, althongh, like all socialism, it must
exist within a tight pattern.

. . —EpwnN . COONEY
New York

Great Beoks on Land
By CATHARINE M. WASHBURN

ATRICK. Evwarp DOVE was the subject of

the extea session of Gieat Books held in
Hackensiclk, New Jersey, this June. As Henry
Gieffers, assistant dean of the Henry George
School in Newark, is also leader of Great Books
in Johnson Poblic Library, ke is able, with
some slight assistance from Georgist members,
to persnade the group to read and discuss one
extra hook every year. Last season the abridged
edition of Progress and Poverfy stimulated dis-
cussion and & few showed signs of desire for
further study, This time members from former
courses in Fundamental Economics and ad-
vanced courses swelled the ranks for discussion
of The Theory of Human Progression. There
was a well-defined chenge in the tone of the
cotmment. .

Next year, if material is available, we hope
to study Ogilvie or Spence. A condensation of
the stolingly penetrating sections of Qgilvie is
under consideration: By our plan we hope to
hit several birds with our one stone. We have
already lured Great Books members to tale the

- George course, From the mesfing on Dove,

George students ate now coming into the Grzat
Bools course, -
BxChancellor Huichins, one of the leading
spirits who ploneered Gieat Books into their
phenomenal popularity throughont the country,

_ has always spoken opt for George's philosophy,

but up to the present none of George's books
has been put inte the course, Perhaps Flacken-
sack is "boring from within?” We- feel that if
every year one session wete devoted to "Great
Books on the Eand Question™ in a5 many cities
as possible, our centers of influence might in-
crease dramatically. -

Another strength of our plan consists in the
easy, pleasant way we can then show that our
theorfes were not the product of ome mind
(George's) only, but of several thinkers in
different conntries and periods. This carries real
weight, well worth the effost of making more
of the precursors of George available.

_]akan. Lincoln Says—

DENM_ARK‘ES the first country in Europe to
have put into practical operation the taxa-
tion: of land values as advocated by Henry
George. Since 1916 a substantial proportion of
Denmirk’s public revenme has been thus de-

.tived, and for long before that time an impor-

tant, though varying, part of the public expense
was so met. . :

Denmark’s canny Minister of State, Christian
Beventlow, paid the entire cost of the Battle
of Copenhagen with Admiral Nelson in 1801
with 2 land-value tax on all the land in the
country, including the privileged land of the
nebility, ) ]

Justifying his action, Reventlow said: “Even
in the same province, land of the same good-
ness is of much higher valne near the- greater
towns and in densely popilated areas. We-there-
fore think it more just to assess the Hartkom
Tux (Land-valne Tax) according to the total
value of the land, because-that shows best how
much the Jand can yield in money; and on this
value of possibility of profit, and not op the
quantity of farm Tand, taxes could bé fairly paid
by all” - : N

—From the Tane Lincoln Leiter
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San Franeisco

School friends from the Fast and Midwest,
who plan to attend the conference in Los
Angeles are reminded that they can tiavel by
way of San Francisco at no extra fare. Visitors
are welcome either before or after the confer-
ence, but Tuesday, July 17, is being set aside
especially as Visitors Day,; with arrangements
for sightseeing and an informal evening meet-
ing

Aren cxtension began Friday, June 22, with the
gathering of the committee of 50 callers at the
Palace Hotel. General chairman of the cam-
. paign is Barl Hanson of Quakland, Working
with hitn are five division chaizmen: For down-
town Sen Francisco, William Greenbaum; for
north San Francisco, Charles MacSwan; for
south San Francisco, Russell Powell; for Osk-
land, Josepk Kloss; and for Berkeley, Geotge
Ambesg. Each chairman heads a committee of
six to twelve callers, who will each make five
persomal visits in the two-week campaign. The
goal is $3,200, 7
" The weekly fornm is prospering under the
Teadership of Charles Maclwan, recertly from
Glasgow, Scotland. Robert L. -Gradin, winter
termr graduste, opened the June -15th discus-
sion, on the topic, “Labor Unions in the Light
of Pundamental Economics.” The custam is to
allow a period for questions, after which each
person present has an opportunity to speak.
' Los Angeles -

The S.A.G.E. chapter of the-Los Angeles ex-
tension was host at & reception to recent grad-
uates on June 18, at Pig ‘N Whistle Cafeteriz
on Wilshire Boulevard. Certificates were con-
ferred uwpen those finishing the three basic
courses. Cards of recognition and admission to

continuation courses were given to students who

- ‘completed the fondamental covrse.
W. R. Blumenthal, formerly professor of eco-

nomics at Ohlo University and currently presi-

dent of Los Angeles 8. A.G.E., gave a stimulat-

ing address on "What This Occasion Means to

Teackers and Students,” followed by a ¢guestion

period. Teachers were asked to tell "How I Be-

came a Georgist; Why I Am a Georgist Now.”

Students sepresenting the varlous classes " dis-

cussed “What I Got Out of the Course,” or

"What We Can Do to Further the Bducational

Program,” - :

Recognition was given teachers and prospec:
tive teachers completing the Leadership Train-
ing Class. Fall Continnation courses were con-

sideted.

* ‘The national conference, meeting here July
19-22, with headquatters at the Alexandtia
Hotel in downtown Los Angeles, came in for
extensive discussion, fvith attention to the high-
Iy interesting sgéndg snd entertainment fea-
tures, which indude a night at the Greek

" ‘Theatre, a hus tour, and a picnic in Griffith
Park, Mrs. Jeanne Schenck, active ‘in various

- local organizations, is doing outstanding work, -

as are many other enthusiastic mefbers, in pre-
paring for the forthcoming conference,

i - Montreal :

Strethel Walton, director, spoke on “Eco-
nomics As & Sclence,” at n capecity meeting
held at Montreal headquarters May 16, Stmart
Goodtich discussed “Eronomics — A Personal
Issne” Other speakers were Mrs. C. 1. Mark-

land, Mss. Helen Russell, Lonis Crepean, P. J.

Blackwell, James Turner and Alec Mathieson.

The spring term just completed consisted of -

two classes in Fundamental Economics and ane
in Teachers’ Training. '

The Anoua! Finance Campeign of the Bay

Chicago

Austin Kiplinger, tadio zad television news
commentator, addressed the concluding Com-
merce and Industry Iunckeon of the season on
June 12, on: “We Won't Control Inflation.”
He was presented by C. Asthur Bopd, head of
the depattmesnt of methods and procedures at
Marshall Field and Company.

The -annual Commerce and Industry dinner
on fane 27 brought to a close the school year's
progress in. ecopomic education throughout Chi-
cago industry. ‘The speaker of the evening was
Nathaniel Leverone, foundst 2nd chairman of
the board of Automatic Canteen Company of
America, whose topic was: “Freedom and
Understanding.” Toastmaster was Melvin E.
Haps, president of Bussey Products Company.

The diner was preceded by a conference of
key men from compaties which have participat-

_ed in the School's economic education program,

New Jersey
At 2 recent annual meeting of the member.
ship of the New Jersey School the Board of

Trustees was reelected. The trustees reelected -

the same slate of officers, and reappointed the
director, assistant direciot assistant deans.

R. L. Rockwell of Fairhope, Alabama has re-
cently completed another class in Mobile using
Beonemics Simplified, and will stact a cdass
about June 18, )

Director Tetley has been working on a revi-
sion of the trade course with the possibility of
it being given as 2 separate course, open 1o
anyone (hetetofore it has been offered only to
those having completed the fundamentals) with
the thought that some may be interested in
Problems of Foreign Trade, a five-week discus-
sion course, Those enrolling and completing
this course will be nrged to take the Funda-
mental Course following International Trade.

Consideration is being given to a series of

. “random talks” at Newark headquasters in an

effort to interest persoas not responding to the
uswal prometion methods, -
5t, Louis

Spring lerm graduation exercises ‘were held
on the rooftop of the YM-YWHA, with 36
stodents graduating from seven fundamental
classes. Albert ). Croft, Instructor in the Speech
Department of the Southern-1Hinois University
at Carbondalé, spoke on “Henry George: His
Speeches Reveal the Man” - - .

He developed George's career, his methed of
inquity and the importance of pursuing the type
of “socio-economic inguiry made by him.

Geprge B. Perry, govemmor of the 8th Dis-

trict Toastmasters Infernational, and editor of .

the Ameticari Painter and Decorator, presided.
Class speakers were:' Mrs, Minnie R.* Busse,
Miss Georgia R. Roetto, Marvin 8. Hochberg

and H. D, Béernard.

The Public Revenue Education Council, a
non-profit, non-political orgenization, has been
established by Henry George graduates and
friends of untaxed industry, as part of the de-
velopment of a public relations program in the
St. Louis area. ] .

At 2 recent meeting of the Board of Disectors
the following were elected as officers: Moah D.
Alper, ditector Henzy George School of Social
Science, president; Joseph W. Widmer, execa-
tive with Mart Vance Company, Advertsing,
vice-president; Frwin Kauffmane, president Se-
curity Advertising Company, treasurer; and
Mrs. Fred J. Blum, secretary. )

Other ditectors are Mrs, Robert L. Michie,
Joseph Forshaw, Bettram J. Maan, Jr., Robert

- Blumenthal, Clarence H.” Bocklits, Henty f

Classe, William €. Howard, Jalivs . Kahre,
George Mallinckrodt, “William G. Schmegel
and Ray Westfall )

Representatives of the Henry George Wom-
en's Club appeared before all spring classes
with an invitation to women graduates to be-
come members. .

" Pittabuegh
Waiter R. Schwarz has been pressed into-ser-

‘vice as the acting director of the Pittsburgh ex-

tension, following the resigbation, regretfully
accepted, of Richard Howe whe has served so

-splendidly. This group began operations. in

William McNair's office in the Bakewell Build- -
ing follow his sudden death three years ago. A
fellow attorney, Robest B. Riley, who shared

this officé; still makes it available for storage

purposes. .
t a’ recent reorganization meeting an Ad-

visory Board was set up with the following
members: Robert Bowers, chairman; Anthony
Bove, vice-chairman ;. Andrew Burik, sgcretary;
Mario L. Bove, treasurer; Paul Doelfel, publicity
chairman; Dean Addleman, financial secretary;
and-Edward Miskovich, recording secretary.

Rabert Bowers, 2 Pittsburgh architect, has
conducted a very successful evening comrse in
Fundaments] Economics in the real estate offices
of Mario Bove. The class began with twelve
men and added two women at about the fourth
lésson. It was reported that these late joimers,
Emily Bennett and Caralyn Wise, both asso-
cated with the Allegheny General Hospital,
were “'completely ap to date,” two weeks latet,
Did someone ask whet's in @ namé?

- New Yark

Commencement exercises wete held at head-
quarters on June 18 for over 200 graduates. Two
days later nmearly 150 Georgists tumned out for
the annual banquet, and on June 21 three rep-
resentatives of the school were interviewed on
z half-hour radie program “Hits and Misses™

on Smtion WCBS. Before the program had

gone off the air a listener had telephoned to
enroll and a dozen more calls came in rapidly
thereafter. Copies of this intetesting script by
Mabel Czrlson, secretary of the school, znd two
instruckers, Dorothy Sara and Gertrude Heyl,
are available from headquarters wpon request.

‘The summer term began the following week
with basic classes- op Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays, and 2 trade class on Tuesdays—
evenings only. So much interest was shown in
the Joha Dewey class last term that the group
decided to ctontinue an informal seminar dur-
ing the summer and will resume In the fall
with a stedy of Dewey's Human Natwre and
Condszet. ‘This seminat meets on Wednesday

* gvehings.

A facsimile of the Declaration of Independ-
ence which has been treated to look iilie 4 man-
usctipt now hangs in the school Hbrary as a
coinpanion piece to a facsimile of the Bill of
Rights. The Jatter was presented to the school
by Don Shoemaker editor of The Asheville
Citizen, snd editer of the recent book Hewry
George: Citizen of the World, wtitten by Anna
George de Mille and published after her death,

The article **China Is Not All Bed Yet” in-
the Saturday Bvening Post of Jupe 30 is by 2 -
Hensy George School graduate in New York,
Yukotn Chang. This is his second article in the
Saturday Evening Post.. :

The 674th Medical Collecting Company had
its annual reunion at 50 Bast 69th Street oo
June 23. “This is the outfit in which Robert
Clancy served duting World War 11 in the
European: theatef. :
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Q@asié You Use Some Extra Momey??.

HE ANNOUNCEMENT of a fifty per cent pay
. boost for every worker in the United States
wonld electrify the nation—if it were believed.
But it would not be believed by many—nor by
any for long. .
~ People would say it couldn’t be done, Even
if government céuld enforce such an edict, the
results would be devastating, Millioos of em-
ployers would be put out of business. Prices
would rise sky-high. Inflation, such as brought
ruin or oear-ruin to a mmmber of European
countrics, woald engulf us, Wage eatners, in-
stead of being benehted, would be vastly worse
off than befoge. The idea is fantastic. .

Se-0-0, let’s put it ancther way, What would

it mean if we had no taxes to pay? It would .

mean that the average Ametican’s income—the
#ef income which he is allowed to retain as his
pwn—would jump about fifty per ceat!

Figure it ont for youssclf, Taxes, direct and
indirect, now take approximately one third of
what the average man earns, That leaves him
two thizds, With the remission of taxes he
conid keep the one third that is now being token
from him. Add one third to two thirds and
what have yon got? You've got a fifty per cent
gein in the average net income. That's what
you've got—and there’s no getting away ffom it

It isnt by the income tax alone that Mr,
Avernge Amevican is nicked, though that is the
one that gives him the dirtiest dig in the eye.
But the indirect taxes, the hidden taxes, the
taxes he seldom thinks about— those aze ones
that swat him plenty while his back is tucned.
Big taxes, like those on cigarettes—six cents a

pack to make, twenty or more to buy; bigger’

ones still, tike those on fquor—a dollar a gal-
lor or less to- make, twenty to thirty to buy,
depending upon the brand of poison to which
you are addicted. An almoest uncountable pum-
her of taxes on an almost ncountable number
of other things. Somebody doped it out recent-
ly that there are 125 taxes on a simple cotion
dress; 142 on the farmer's plow; 148 on his
overalls; 151 on a loaf of bread; 127 on a roast
of beof; 100 on an egg—and 5o on ad infinl-
tum. The figure-happy gent' who did the job
will probably bave upped his figures by the time
this book is published. You can see what it
would mean if we had none of those taxes to
ay. : .
¥ But'that’s ponsense, somebody will say, How
could we get along without taxes? We have to

bave government, ‘don’t we? Covernment costs =

money, doesa't it? Well then, where would the
money come from if we do dway with taxes? -

The money would ceme from ground reat—
or from land-valye Buation, which is the same
thing. That’s vshere it would come From, Ground
reat in the Dinited States is estimated at up-
witds of fifteen billion dollars anmually, In
aogmal times and in a free economy sech a sum
would be sufficient for the legitimate expenses
of goverament at all levels—Federal, state, local.

Admittedly, fifteen billion. would oot pay
our share—to say nothing of our allies” shares,
which we would laggely havé to pay — of 2
world war. It would sot sepply billiops for
peosions, inchuding these paid o able-bodied
veterans. It would not cover billion-dollar hand-
outs to forelgn nations and to pressure groups
‘at home: nor the Jesser giveawsy programs of
the welfare state. It wwonld not provide billions
for the copstruction and operaton—altways 2%
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# loss—of government “projects.”” It would not
finnpce the repurchase of goverament bonds at
par It would not suffice for 4 government pay-

roll ten times as large as it would be were &t

not for an army of burcaucrats hired to do
things bureaucrats have no business doing —
things which private enterptise can do better.
Government's big-time pastime of taking money
from those who earn it to give to those who
don't would have to come to dn end.
Tederal approptiations for 1931 were rouad
five billion dollars, And no informed person

will contend that the year 1931 was conspitu-

ous for government efficiency and ' economy.

-The Manxist idex of “From each according to

his ability, to each according to his needs,” had
already got its tue in the door. Pressure gronips
weze beginning to get thieirs. Buteancrats wete
stasting to strut their stuff. One Franklin D.

-Roosevelt was telling the country how waste

fol'and’ extravagant the Hoover administration
was—and proving if. Prior to 1918 fedew} out-
lays were well under two billion 2 pear. Before
191D they were under the one-billion mark.-
"We can cut governmént down ta size when-
ever we get good and ready—and mean buisi-
ness, The proper functions of top-level govern-
ment ate few dnd simple, Thelr sole legitimate
4im is to assure freedom and $ecutity in the
greatest measure humanly possible to all ati
zens, To that end the government will maig-
tain the national defense] it will protect cili-
zens from trespass against person or propetty;

it will see that contracts are lived up fo, and

that justice i3 dispensed equally and without
cost to all——and that about covers it. We should
see that the trimming process gets nnder way at
oace — and while we ate about it we should
compiete the job by ridding our state and local
governments of the waste, extravagance, ineffi-
clency and corruption that have made many of
them a disgrace to 2 civilized nation.

So that's what we've got to do—cut govern-
ment down to size AND collect ground rent
for the public expense. : .

When we have done those things—and only
the defeatist-minded will say we can't do them
if we really want to—we will find that recefpts
from ground rent will be ample for all govern-

ment tosts; that eatned incomes, thronmgh tax

relief, will have increased by an average of ffty
per cent; that every able-bodied man can find
a job whenever he wants one, and at higher
wages than he ever drew before; that the na-
tion's production of wealth will have increased
enormously as the result of great areas of pre-
viously idle land being browght into use, and
our standard of living risen to levels far higher
than any yet known ig any country on earth. . ..

Tt might seem that government reform, cut-

“ting govermmnent functions as outlined, with a

consequent saving of billions of dollars an-
nually, would be far more important than the
shifting of taxes from earning to land value.

_ ‘That, however, is not the case. The carburetor

is far from being the largest part of the many
composing an automobile — but the car won't
run without ome.

1t is something like that with grouad rent.
Unless our present system of land tenure, which
encourages the speculative withholding of land
from use; which permits owners to rent their
land to others, taking in payment a part of
what those others produce; which aliows land-

" holders to retain a5 their own the added retuin

which comes to them solely a5 the result of the
location advantages adhering to their land—us-
less and uptil that spstem is ended, government

‘econormy, however far it may be carried, would

be of but little temporary behefit to the great
mass of people, and of no lasting beneft what-
ever, The gain would accrue only to the land-
holders. ¥or a reduction iz the amount tiken
from the aggregate produce of & community b)r
taxation would be simply equivalent fo an in-
crease in the power of het production. 'The
number of hushels of wheat a farmer might
Erow per acre would niot; of ¢ourse, be increased
by a reductiod in taxes. but the net tetarn he
would get for his wheat would be; just as a
merchant’s sales would Increase as prices £ell in
response to”tax cuts. By the same token, the
desirability of & given piece of land over that
of land at the masgin would be enhanced. In-
come from privilege—that's what ground rent
is when the landowaer may retain it as his own
—would advance, Thus what the public at large
saved by the cut in taxes—Ffollowing a stmplifi-
cation fn government — would quickly be off-
set by the added ground rent fowing into the
pockets of private landkolders.

Moreover, no reduction in taxes, however
great, would restrict the s.bility_uf [andbolders
to keep their land out of use in the hope of
specnlative gain. The holding idie of such quas-
tities of land as wonld provide millions of well-
paid jobs is the largest singlefactor in our ever-
recurring nnemployment problem. The public
collection of pround rent must be iostituted
before ecotiomy and efficiency in government or -
other reforms, important gs they may be in
themselves, can be of any permanent benefit to
other than lindowners. Full-seale land-value
taxation mast come first,

You will see that what I prapose is merely 2
return to the free private enterprise of capital-
ism, the complete repudiation of state enter-
prise. . - :
It a free economy a man wonid get what he
earns and earn what he gets—unless he acqnires

- it by falr tiade or somebody gives it to him.

There could be no taxes on the products of
capital and labor because such taxes rob the' pro-
duces of a part of his product—he doesn't get
all he earns, There could be no renting of Jand
by one man to anotker because such payment of
ground rent would sob the tenant of & part of
his eainings and bestow on the landowner an
income which he does not earn. . . .

Wor, of course, in a free entetptise ecanomy,
could there be such economic moastrosities a5
govenrment control of wages and prices aad
production, ot tariffs and ofher impediments to
trade, since all those would be a denial of the
individeal's right to freedom of choice, his
right to a free market, )

That's 2]l we need—~free enterprise. But no
monkey-business, no half-way measares. The
whole works, no less!

*From the author’s forthcoming book Eeomomics
With A Smile. oo

i
PARKING




