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HE YEAR 1898 swas a memorable one for
me becanse of two events which helped to
shape my fature years. One was planned; the
othet Wwas. mers chance, The first was a hard-
fought victory” over my Itish-American comh:
petitors. for the right to establish ‘my business
habitat at the coroer of Saopecior Strect that
fromted the Wedel House in Clevelind, Ohio.
My determination to help in thie support of
my family of which I was the youngest mem-
ber and my willingness to meet and fight il

comers yielded me the priviltege of selling news- -

papers and shining shoes on that particulazly
* busy spot. :

The second event ocoutred during my. second
week: on that corner in the form of & remark-
able contact. 1t was around eight in the morn-
ing when T sawa streamlined carriage dréwn by
twwo. beautiful horses stop at fhe teeb and a
somewhat hieavy-set saan alight, He whistled and
beckoned to me and said! "Boy; kindly mind
this feamn until T get shaved.” =

T did so with trepidation as tb‘fs was my ini-

tial experietice minding horses. For this he re-
warded me: with two silver dollars and on three
successive: occasions repeated the performance:
My benefactor was the prominent Cleveland
business man, Tom L, johnson. Out of this
_tennous. acquaintance grew a ftiendship that
inspited me and profoundly infloenced my life.
He had 4 direct effect on oy futere thinking
and political philosophy. I learned to admire
him greatly and believed deeply in his ideas and
ideals; If = lirge measure he becaine my teacher
and I was the willing, eager pupil. He eo-
courajged me to become civic minded and he
was the: first person to ntroduce e to the writ-
ings of his. teacher and friend, Hency George;
At first he sent me Henry Georgds Social
Pioblems and Titer Progress and Poversy.

“The reading of these books revealed to me
that Henry George was plagued by the prob-
lem of poveity in-the United States and I soon
‘becarmie aware that no other réformer had at-
tacked it so. Fundamentally -or so eloquently.
As he stated, “Poverty is not. ferely deptiva
tion; it means ghame; degradation, the searing.
of the most sensifive part of our roral and
mentz]. nature-as with hot irons; the denial of
the -sitongest impulses and sweetest affections,
the wrenching of the most vital nefves.”

Tt-was Heriry Geptf€¥ purpose to humanize
and’ democratize™our political economy that- it
might serve socidi engs‘, rather thag class ex-
ploitation. Hé delibertately tried to fise eco-
nomics with ethics and that, of course, was
contrary to the prevailing practices of the day.
He believed that without economic, justice polit-
ical democracy remained 2 myth. “Dethccratic
governmént in tore than name can exist only
where wealth is distributed with something like
equality ~-when the great thass of cifizens are
personally free and fhdependent, mejther fet-
tered. by theéir poverty not made the subject by
their wealth,” be wiote, . '

This equality ke insisted could be attwined

only by the land refotm—truly, “the greatest of

Toin L. Johnsen

soctal revolutions.” He constzntly emphasized
that our grest matesial development necessitated
a higher moral standard. 1 quote him farther:

“Civilization, a5 it progresses, fequites =
keenet sehse of justice, 2 warmet brotherhood,
2 wider, loffier, truer public spirit Failing
these, civilization pmst pass ito destruction. - . .
For civilizatiop knits men ore and more close-
ly together and’ constanily tends to subordingte
the individual to. the, whole and to make more.
and more fmportant social conditions.”

Henty George’s works. Jiad a_tremendous gir-

culation in Ohio, largely becanse of the fact that-

Tom L. Johnson had been won over to his
views. There followed a sincere and lasting
friendship between Johnson and Henty George.
Wo pupil ever_give himsell more completely o
a teacher than Johnson did to George. The re-

‘sult was Johnson's determination to alleviate

social injustices through the Fnlitical mediurm.
He became a gonvinced single taxet and fiee
trader.

Before he entered the political arena, he had
already won outstanding suctesses in business,

so he was -a business man before he became 2 -

reformer. He had the imagination, the courage
and daging thit ehabled him fo rise from pov-
erty to distinctionr and economic power while
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still, in-the middle thirties. The street raitway

“systems of Louisville, Indianapolis, Detréit and

Cleveland, were largely developed by him, He
had the raze gift and judgment of the execo-
tive -in selecting capable and’ efficietit .business
associztes and assistipts.

All these surcesses however, wete atcepted in
a spirit of modesty. and always present. was the

* deeply felt desite to serve the public. He was

determined t6 create a new order in social
values, both in politics and business, and he un--

‘qquestionably h (!)ged‘ to educate. the public for .

the acceptante of social progress through gov-
emnment. He was 2 constant challenpe to orthe-
dox: concepts of political scieace and economics.

During his early business successes Tomy

Johnson never considered fundasmental canses—

he was mainly interested in results. But from
the: time-that he fitst read’ Henry George's clear
diagnosis of our present sconoinic disease, viz.:
monopoly capitalism, be began to question the
gcondmic system which permitted monapoly.
He, often said, ““We oursclves have created
monopoly by law.” He contitmed to Sght vigor-
ously against the monopolies and he was re-
elected ajgain and again. in the face of powerful
opposition by the traction and utility magnates.

Johnson's two tetms tn. Gongréss ‘were chiefly
devoted to the enunciation of the doctrines of
the single tax and free trade. He rendered dis-
tipguished service to Hemry George's campaign
for the mayoralty of New York, His emphasis
on social values and his clear exposition that a
piece of Tand is in and of itself valueless il
the peaple enbdnce it, shook the basis of cur
ancient ontmoded concept of - property.

Johnson planped to translate his philosophy
into practice. He first sought and-won the office

- of Mayor of Cleveland in 1501, refaining it

ntil 1910. The remarkable-charactetistic of this
leader was that, while he was at 2ll times con-
sumed with thé fire- and. zeal of the reftrmer;

“the sound, practical administrative kfiowledge

that he acquired in his Business cateer permit-
ted him to give his ity honest; economical and
efficient povernment. In retrospect, I can truly
say thathe was the hest. mayor-of the best gov-
ersied ity in the United Stafes.

In his- short autobiogragliy, My Story, pub.
lished toward the end of hus Tife, he-wrote: *To
give, good governrnent wasn't the.thing 1 was
in public life for, It was ‘2 side issed,” merely,
While we wied to give the people clean and
well Lighted stteets, pure watér, free aceess to
the patks, public baths and comfort stations, a
goo«f police departuient, careful market inspec-
fion, a rigid systern of weights. and measores,
aird to fhake ¢haritable anf cotrectional insti-
tufions aid the nnfortunites and correct the
widng doets and ta d5 the hundred and gne
things, that 2 municipality ought to do fot its
inkabitarits, while'we tried 1o do all these things
and evet to outstripy olfiet cities:in the doing of
them, we never lost sight of the fact that they
wete not fundamentali™

He fully realized that great changes, -epochal

{Contirnad on. Page Thres) B
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AWord
With You

By ROBERT CLANOY

Georgists thrive on “objections
to the single tax,” provided they
are specific enough and provided
the objector sticks to his guns. Such
chestnuts as: “It is not fair to single
out the landowner;” “There is an
unearned decretnent as well as an
unearned increment;” “Laad isn't
important any mote;” and sach Jike
these can be talken in stride.

Pinriing down the objection Is half
the job of overcoming it. Often it
is Jifficndt to determine an objectot’s
position. A cassic example is the
assertion that “the single fax is based
on ‘matural tights’ which do not
exist; society, the state, determines
whatever rights there are.” And just
as we're zbout to deal with this, up

- comes another objection from the

same source: “The single tax would
be anjist” Amazing, isn’t it?

But the most elusive thing to
deal with, is the airy dismissal, “As
evetybody knows, Henry George
has been discredited, disproved and
dispelled; period.” We try to get
hold of semething before it disap-

peats up a chimoey or through: the-

lIooking-glass, but i vain., The sub.
ject is changed or an appointment
must be kept.

Keep at it though, and if we're
lucky, we may find this: “The single
tax will not do all its proponents
claim fos it; it will not curce all-hu-

man ills; many things must be,

done; we're Iiving in a complex
world.” Still pretty airy, fso't it?
Suppose it doesn’t do ail we say,
suppose it doesn’t cure all buman
ills? Suppose other things must be
done? When you have to do your

Jaundry, do you sefrain from buy- -

ing soap at all becavnse such wonder-
claims are printed on the wrapper?
All right, there are other things.

We offer you equal opportunjties

to nature’s riches. Do you refuse be-
czuse we don't put a shovel in your

_ hand?

Do you wonder wﬁy we'te so in-
sistent abowt our fundamentals
when there are “so many other

things"? It is because you moust,

build from the ground up, and un-
less you have a_stiBny Foundation

-you <an’t bave a streng supatstruc

tare. Let the study of economics be as

- complicated and prolix as you please,
. but so long as man's fundamental

relation to the land is ignored and
neglected, it all comes te naught.

Sc please excuse us if we do ndt
spend cur time nailing the furni-
ture i place and reinforcing the
quivering chandelier, Tndeed, we
are so andaciows as to hope, dear
friend and objector, that you will
help us with the foundation.

ems for Georgists
_ By NOAT D, ATPER
. Taxes With g Silver Lining
Aa artistfeally armanged placard in the show window of the Union
Pacific Railway Company ticket office in Los Angeles reads:

“Nobody likes taxes. Thet’s for sure! But when it comes to taxes
paid by the Railroad, Union Pacific takes the attimde that taxes are like
a cloud with a slver lining, I - g

“Those taxes help, in 2 large measure, to fosther the progress of
the commuoities which the railroad serves because the tax money is cone
veried into new school buildings, hospitais, parks and aother civic im-
provements. - -

“Since the taxes we pay are largely derived from our freight and
passenger revenue, shippets and travelers located in the erritory served
by Union Pacific have the satisfaction of lwowing that datt of every
transportation dollar they spend with us contributes to the welfaré of
their respective communities.” % - . .

Diar UPRR: Your publie rélatiods “Blush” looks cufe to the mass
of passers-by, and that's as intended. Bur to Georgists ‘it looks ke
another plng for communistn. Could be von don't get it! Could be you
own much land in the communities you serve and do Fget it.” (And
thanks, C. W. S. of Los Angeles}. -~ .~ . )

' - Diverting Progress Benefifs to Al

Met. L. S. Herron, Editor of the Nebraska Co-operator, writes:

“Those Danes are smart people. They stand right up near the front
in doing things for themselves—co-opetatively—rather thin going to
stateism. And now they are rapidiy secing that they need the single tax
to keep the gains madé by their co-operatives from all being abscibed
in unearned increment, - . VT e T

“The single tax is a- means to bring prosperity, and alst a means
to keep prospetity frem being absorbed entitely by the owners of title
deeds, Co-operatives, like all other good things, incregse fand vahies. We
ne=d the single tax right along with co-operativeg fo gee that the bene-
fiits do not all go to-the wrong pedple. - TR

“When I was in California last -eutumun an agricnltural economist
in the Univetsity of California told me of secing an advertisement of

“land for sale near a San Joaquin Valley town, in which one of the sell-

ing points was that the community had good co-operatives!” ~ -
. Today’s Free Enterprise

¥rom The New York Times, May 3, Washington: ’

“the House Ways and Means Committee voted 13 to 12 today to
give “econoy brand’ dgarettes a tax reduction that would enable them
to undersell the standard make by 5 cents a pack” .

TFollways
JAn item in the Califoenis Farmer of April 8, states:

“Mebby the highway politicians at Sacramenté have given thonght
to the lively national parade of the tollways and decided to get on the
bandwagon. ) ] - : :

" ... Two yeats ago . . ..the Highway Division opposed tollways
and favored more gasoline taxes.

A tollway LA to SF would bring in private capital and make high-
way tux funds go farther on other roads of the State. - :

. “Farmers can pat themselves on the Back for bringidg the tollway
isstre to State notice—especially the Asscciated Farmers who sponsored
the tollway idea at Sacrarento two years ago.” o

It's a nice deal for farmers who own land, but what of the farmers

who ate to buy land ? After the “tolls” have: jgaid for the road, the state
-gets it free. How would you Lke to have “other people™ build improve-

ments in your back yard? ] )
. s the Solniion Mors RBent Tollsctors?
Inan article on the Northwest Giant {Grand Coulee Dam) in The
New York Times of April 30, Richard L. Neuberger writes: L
“Because the catrent censug is expected to show that the Northwest
has experienced a heavier proportionate Increase in population than any.

parcel of land. For this reason Congress has enacted an ant-specnlation
statate, providing that water can be withheld from tracts sold above a
Government-appraised price. . I
“Under the safegnard of this law,” he adds, “the best land prob-
ably will sell for from $7.50 to $10.00 an acre™ '

private holders witheut restrictions? Certainly several handsed daollass
an acre. By act of governmest some are kept from getting, while others

are getting, mneasned rent. The people financed the Grand Coulee Dara,

and are stucl once again.

‘making
.stead of profitable, wonld put pres-
other part of the country, many neweomers probably will bid.on each .

g

-gf%

By HENRY £, T TIOEMAN

QOgertfon. If rent of land be
made the only source of public
tevenue, thus practically wmlong it
all, should not that result in the
foss of incentive among lfandownets
for the efficient use of land?

Answer.  Fime is a continning

rélationship, “We plant in one sea-

son and reap in another. We io-
habit after we build. All produc-
tion and all possessions involve
time. ‘Therefore, the incentive for
the best use of Iand fs dependent
upon safe temure. To eacourage
that best mse, men fmust feel as-
sured that they may reap where
they intend to sow and may have
a place to keep their possessions.
They will not erect buildizgs un-
less sure that they may keep thetn.

Though all production involves
the continming use of land, it does
not zequite the ownership of i
Most production is carcried on oa
rented land. In that part of pro-
duction in which landholders oper-
ate upon their own holdings, reat
is as much an unearned surplas as
on the rented lands. Where men
work upon rented lands, they now
give up "zl the rent” without los-
ing incentive. If those working
mpon their own holdings were to
be taxed only for their uhearned
surplus (rent) they would prosper
equally with their tenant neighbors,
who now ate taxed by their land-
Iords for all their surplus product,

To muke rent the “only soufce
of public revenue,” it will be nec-
essary to sbolish all cther taxation.
The taxes to be abolished ate real
detersents to the best use of land

When we will have repealed the
taxet now levied upon honsing and
which fall upon building matecials,
will we not be encoutaged to make
better use of housing lands?

By sholishing the taxes which
fall uwpon ow food -and clething
supphies, thus reducing the cost of
living, will we not increase. the de-
mand for things which can be prof-
itably produced only from and
upon the land? .

. . Taxing land values in such man-
net-as to take {(as nearly as pos-
sible)” all- the available reat, by
land .monopoly costly in-

sare upon landholders to find fand
users, thus reducing its reat and .
price. The abelition of taxation of
hbor products would encourage
the production of wealth, thus in-

. . ducing the most profitable use of
But what wonld it sel{ for if the pecple were free to bid to the’ -

land. . .

Between these two foes — 2
push behind and 2 pull in front —
the economic process should make
everybody prosperous.
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A Builder of Democracy _-

(Contintted from Page{ One)

chinges, were rooted in deep undercrrrent oco-

nomie ttends and are often camsed by the acts
of individual leaders whose vision is always
with the beticrment of humanity. He belfeved
intensely and sincerely that the roots of eco-
nomic evil were in land tzxation and monopoly.
"The great revolutionary innovations he con-
ceived and applied in city government spreac
their influence everywhere. Home rle as dis-
tinctly separated from state rule, muaicipal con-
trol of utilities, hodest police administration,
progressive welfare activities, otiginated- in
Johnsons Cleveland administration, and be-
came new standard practices in many other
cities.
~“To me, Johnson’s outstanding quality and the
one for which he deserves to be remembered,
is his ity as 2 teacher. He was convinced
“that real reform must be slow and evolutionaty
and that a political Jeader's powers ate only 23
great as is the publics capacity fo understand
and accept and live with the reforms he pro-
jects. Perbaps more than any leader of modern
times Tom Johnson conceived his paramount
job in public office to be that of the educator.
The educational function, as he saw it, was the
evolutionary aim and goal toward which the
whole effort of social reform should be direct-
ed. Under thess teachings the nation experi-
enced a political renafssance. The evolutionaty

ajm, ethically interpreted, is the perfection of -

man. .
T visited him frequently during the Jast years

of his life and he never abandored the hope -

. that other leaders would arise and take hold
where he left off. He expressed infinite faith in
the Ametican people to right wrongs and in-
justices when they are taught to understand the
“ethical means to be used as well as the objec-
tives of needed social reforms, Men everywhere
were influenced by his unconquersble faith in

democracy, and he made 2 historic contzibution

o cur civilization, . -

Leo Hivsch of New York has lectured exten-
slvely on ethics and economics and is a regu-
lar contribitor to Unity, a TInitarian maga-
Zine
algo appeared in The Standard ond School and
Home, both New York publications. . .

Dorothy Worrell, editor of the Barnstable
Patriot, 5 weelly newspaper in Hyannis, Masgs-
achuzetts, founded in 1830, the oldest news-
paper on Cape Cod in continuous publication
and one of the oldest weeklisg in the United
States, is another author appearing for the
first, t¥me in The Henry George News. We wel-
come her initial articie on this page and hops

for more in the futare. .
One Forld

“arid ol

ablished in Chicago. His articles have -

¥
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§6 A N OUNCE of prevention is worth a
surely, Georgists subscribe in common with
others. And, understanding the Henry George
systems of economics, we Georgists wish and;
when we contemplate the sefious economic dif-
ficulties which face our whole country, wish
desperately that the sitoation might have been
prevented. .

Seeing so clearly, as we do, a straight eco.

nomic path which, if we 4s a people would fol-
low it, could lead us through many problems
and obstacles and out into the open of economic
freedom and plenty, we cannot help feeling
that the present state of affais is unnecessary
cf tiave been prevented, )

Was it preventabler -

The waoter is inclined to the view that it was
not. preventable. There are. certzin coniditions
which can be prevented by the exercise of com-
mon sense. For example, one dees not need to
put his hand ifto 2 fire or on 2 hot stove in
order to find out it would be burned. He does
not need to insett his hand into a whitling
wheel to find out i would be cut to pieces or
severed from the arm. ‘The harm that wonld re-

_sult from such action is obvious to anyone be-

yond the stage of babyhood.

In.a virgin countty, however, and with a
scarce’ population, why wonld anyone realize
the eventual ocutcome of monopoly ewnership
of land and other natural resources? Past ex-

perience wonld give no warning sign, Why
would it ocour to anyone that land and other -

natura] resomrces are not property and that their
relationship with price and tax is different in
effect from that of property. There was room

enough for everyone, land in abundance, and

no problem,

The ptoblem develops when the land in a
given area is all taken up and more potential
owners are available than there is land to satisfy
them. People crowd into denters, industry de-
velops 4nd concentrates, use of land becomes
vertical as high buildings go up, and Iand
values soar. Poverty and riches increase side by
side, and 0o one understands what can he
weong. Trouble then comes in various forms
with artificial remedies applied, until an acutely
serious point 15 reached, and 2 genius like
Menry George 15 needed who can think out the
basic cause and reroedy.

* All sorts of sutface remedies are tried, but
the basic cause, to cure which would remove the

offending trouble for all time, is not easily seen,

becaese buried too deeply under
generations of wrong econotnic

practice,

Like Maaman in the Biblg,
for whom the preseribed remedy
of dipping seven times in the
River Jordan to cure. his Jeprosy
was too simple, uphl his faithfol
servant remonstrated with Rim,
the economic farts are too” simple
to appeal to most thikers. They
do not see, or they refuse to see
that the compasative few hold in
monopoly ownership the land,

“which means that others not able
to awn are basically dependent en
such owners for tivelihood and

ointt all the fuoctions of living that

Caonrtesy of The Montreal Daily Star

Womtreal Fiar

are influded in the category of
livelihood—wages, food, shelter,

ponnd of eure” 5 an old adage to which, -

surplus, lefsuré; choice of ‘woik and -
employee or owner Df givn business. .

! Few, indeed, there are,%ho sse the situation
for what it &5, when it is mildly acute, and the
acuteness progresses faster than the: conversion

.of the people’s economic, thinking.

- This is not necessarily
mentary, however. ok
* Grented the femedy capiot be seen -in fime
to prevent -the ceuse znd granted’ the cause
grows and spreads £o-acuteé proportions, keep-
tng forever ahead of the selecton and applica-
tion of the remedy; is the sofution hopeless?
"By no means. Al that the Georgists have
dope and are doing.in the eduritioa of the

ublic is an act of casting dhchors to windwasd,
anchors which will hold when the confusion of
forced ecomotnic change comes -apon us and
there must be those who undetstand the funds
mental truth underlying the, change . and wha
can point the way and explaii the transition to
those who will be bewildered. *

‘Our education into, the Georgist philosophy

o difcouraging com-

-and” out attempts to.spread a knowledge of it

a5 widd% as possible, thérefore, are nmot lost
motion. Rather, they teptesent a very definite
step toward economic justice and righteousness
because they put us in a strategic position of
usefulness when the time comes that we ate
needed. For the writer believes that other forces
and other conditions will bring about 2 Georgist
economic regime. In -cur educational work, we
are preparing ourselves and others. That educa.
tional work, howevet, will never bring about
Georgist conditions. They will come in due
time, for they are right, but they will come
from other pressutes, and we — we owst be
ready. :

A general economic pressure so great as to
constitute virtually. a collapse will probably be

-the outcome of previiling conditions, . which,

indeed, are but the natural climayx of a long,
long period of faulty economic fanctioning.
In the event of a collapse, 4, fresh start would
have to be made on all economic fronts. Tand -
taxes and rentals; real property, that is, build-
ings and improvements; our money system, and
ali the processes of trade world need complete
reorganizing, and such reorganizing  would
bave to be done on a different basis, a just and
equitable basis, for our present system would -
be wiped out.

A lesser condition than a general collapse
tnay be the means that will implesient 2 new
system, but we have pictured above an extreme
case which will serve for illusiration, And it

-may well be the way the change actvally will

come zbont. -

We know that & zadical change must come,
and it is inconceivable thet society would re-
institute the economic systern which, having
been current for many centusies, has in the end
brought us to disaster. Seme droumstance may -
force us into the Henty George system, ot those
who understand it may have to coms forward
with ifs presentation.

In either case, Georgists do well fo study,
teach and labor to become proficient, to impast

.econotnic knowledge to others, and to lay plans

for practical work. Above all, it behooves
Geoprgists to be ready. In fact, it is essentia) that

they be ready, for at the right moment, and that -
amoment may come suddenly, we shall find our

opportunity, .
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‘Migs Patti {(above), daughter of Hdwin -

Friedman a New York facully member, was
gelected as “Migs Subweys” for May. Her
photograph appeared in all New ¥York sub-
ways, buses and streetcars. On July first she

" bepame the wite of It, Henry A, Gilbert, a
Weat Point graduate who has been assigned fo
duty i Western Gelmany, This tariff-free ex-
portation of heauty should, we believe, favor-
ably influence foreign relations.

Good News from Belgium

M. Cortvriend of Antwerp, who attended the
International Conference of Land Value Taxa-
tion and Free Trade in Bogland last year for
the purpose of gaining information on how to
start a Henry tge School, has sitice been
wotking steadily to establish a school in Aqt-
werp. He has aroused considerable inferest in

the school’s educational progrem within an or-.

ganization to which he belongs—GRADAJA, a
group of chartered accountents.

GRADUA has agreed to sponsor the Henry
George School and the courses offered. Espe-
cially- interested in this educational venkure is
Mr. Wins, the secretary of ihe club; the presi-
dent, Mr. Faubelets; and Messrs. Brenders, de
Munck, Van Looveren and Verbeke.

Mz, Cortriend intends to teach his first class
in. the fall, using the Dutch translation of Prog-
ress and FPoverty that was published ip 1538.
We extend to Mr. Cortviiend and to GRADUA
onr ¢ongratulations and our best wishes for the
success of this enterprise. ’

Raympnd P. Mansur

The passing of Reymond P. Mansur in' Los
Agngeles on May 30 will be mourned by many;
he was a firm beligyer in the philosophy of
Henry George for nearly fifty years. As a vol-
unteer maintenance man st headquarters in
New York, after his retirement from business,
he performed services that saved the school sub-
stantial sums znd always worked cheerfully.

In 1947 he went to Floridz and built a little
house near Melbourne. His happiness in his
home and garden was cruelly terminated how-
ever, by a patalytic stroke from which he never
entirely recovered, alihough he travelled to
New York and then to Califormia. He lived

with a brother in Ingelwood, near Los Angeles, .

and it was thete he died following an automo-
bile accident which caused painful injuries.

"With inspiring courage he carded on to the

age of 78 and left the world 2 better place for,
having lived in the tme spirit of brotherly love.

San Francisco

Viclent uprisings against the Communist re-
gime in Chins were predicted by 8. Y, Wu, re-
cent Chinese Minister of Land, in a lecturs at
the Sae Francisco public fibrary Jane 2 under
auspices of the San Francisco extension,

Guerilla forces and even “some of the
Chinese military commanders will stage open
revolts against the Moscow dominated regirae
in Peking,” the speeker predicted, 2dding, “The
Communist fashion of doing things i really
too ua-Chinese and cannot go on indefinitely.”

Attributing the spread of communism in
China to the failure of the Nationalists to cazry
out their promised land reform, Mr. Wa
claimed Sun Yat Sen's promise “equal rights to
the use of land” had %‘:mme an empty patty
slogan and land_reform o dend Ietter. TWith
the people’s economic plight becoming more
and ‘more acute and oo improvement made to
relieve the miserable conditions of life of the
common masses, the seed of commmmism has
found China a very Fertile ficld to grow and
spread Hke wild flowers.” .

Mason Gaffney, graduate of the Chicago
Heary Geotge Sclioel, who Is now doing post
graduate Work in economics at the” University
of California, spoke at the June 26 commence-
ment. Among the sixty who applauded Mr,
Gaffney's address, “Realism and Our Ideal”
were 18 new San Francisco geaduates.

A hound set of The Public (s periodical .

edited by Louis F. Post, friend of Hemry
George), was received recently as 2 gift from
George M. Strachan of Chicago, and is highly

* valued by Bay Area friends of the new west-

«coast school.

Los Angeles

The Los Angeles extension is mesting en-
couraging results in its initial efforts to promote
2 Commerce and Industry Program patterned
after the one operating so successfully in Chi-
cago. Contacts have made with several
leading industzial firms and other organizations
which are seriously considering classes for ex-
ecutives this fall. Included among these are:
Lodcheed Aircraft Corporation, Utilites Appli-
ance Corporation (of which the Gaffers 2nd
Sattier Stove Company is 4 subsidiary), Mer-
chants’ and Manufacturers’ Association, and an
advertising agency, Foote, Cone-and Belding,

The program for promoting special classes

.:among eaders of organized fabor Is also pro-

gressing, with the Jeaders of the local A. F. of
L. considering special classes in the Labor
Temple

Paul Jordan Smith, fterary editor of The Los
Angeles Times, spoke on “Henry George and
2 Free Sodety” at the spring tetm commence-
ment on June 29 at the First Congregational
Church, with Martin Zwick presiding.

The June meeting of S.A.GE. was Ireld at
the Premier Cafeteria, with Herman Ellenoff,
formerly of New York, speeking on, “Is It Pos-
sible to Abolish All Taxes?” A discussion fol-
lowed assisted by 4 panel made up of some of
the school's instructors. B .

At a meeting of class representatives {com-
posed of a delegate from each findamental and

advanced class of the spring term), a great deal”

of enthusiasm was evidenced for the advanced
classes planned for the fall, and about the
school's program in general, Very often, when
the school is net able to furnish an instructor
for each area in which a fundamental class was
held the term before, the graduates form their

- own-classes and appoint a member-feader,

.

A Graduation Ad
HREE MONTHS ago I first heard of the
Heory Geoige School and what attracted my

eye to the advertisement was the wotd Free —
somnething that is seldom encountered these

~ days, and I was a bit skeptical.

Tonight I stand here to say that I have lost
faith. Lost faith in the old adage that my father
often quoted: Was michsr kosted, ist niches wert,
or, what costs nothing is worth nothing. Buf
here in this school I found something that did
not cost me anything and is worth a great deal.
- I read a daily paper, bat somehow or other
I always skipped the first five or six pages where
headlines would stare at me: Strikes, Taxes and
more Taxes, Subsidies, Government Reports and
Unemployment. : S :

What conld I do about thets. Gradually 1 be-
came more and more interested in the financial
and business section of the newspaper. One day
it suddenly dawned on me that those first five
ot six pages had 2 tremendous iofluence on the
rest of the pages of tie newspaper, Everything
including the price of food, clothing 2nd en-
tertainment, even the progress of science, was

 affected through the many difficulties that busi-,

ness was expetiencing.

So, 2 free cowsse in ¢conomics was just what
I needed and wanted.

1 tame and found many znswers. I learned
that capital and labor are not encmies, but are
members of the same team, interested in the
same things; that their rewnrds, interest and
wages rise and fall together and that they do
not go in opposite dircctions. We know that

Education for Freedom (19!

PraeNEY. C, WALKER, Department o
J. RoPErT MasoN, President, Intern
and Free Trade, will

. d
SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF 'h-ﬂa E
‘ JuLY

Round Table Disct

“THE SCHOOL AND THE COMMUN

For reservations: Henry George Sck
Conference beadguarters: De Soto k

San Diego

‘The Henry George Alumni wete hosts recent-

" Iy to 43 graduates of basic and advanced classes.

“History Is Being Made Today,” was the sub-
ject chosen byd{ack E. Addington, minister-di-
tector of the Church of Religious Science, who
gave the main address. He suggested that if we

ope to move forward we will have to stop

dealing in personslities and deal only with

*.principle. He also emphasized that the principle

&f Henry George would win “because it is a
just principle.” : :

Allan J. Wilson reached San Diego on the
evening previous to the commencement exer-
cises, saw the notice in the evening paper, and
was among the.guests. He has been invited to
speak at the June Alumni meeting,

Ida M. Reeves, in sending the above items of
interest, added, ““This comes from our beauti-
ful new typewriter, a gift from the Alumni and
other gradvates” Miss Reeves, formerly of
Chicago, who succeeds Bessie Truehast as San
Diego director, will be present at the St. Louis

conference.




Jm.y,"wso :

capital and labor at the preseat time do not en-
joy the full right to their just rewards——that
the landowner steps in and claims the lion's
share. Landowners, who like the lilies of the
field “neither teil nor spin,” have through vari-
cus means obtained control of the land, Land,
we know is all the materdal universe outside of

we lso control mas and his products.
We are al! born and we all must dis, no one
" is exempt from that, but in the interim of hav-
* ing to be born and having to die, we all, with-
out exception must have enough to sustaia us
in order to live. We can’t live on love and air,
Many of us deplore the fact that the age of
piosesiing i5 over, but théré is an unbounded
territory to be explored and pioseered in the
field of idess, in the feld of education. We
must bring to others the hope that the creed of
* Henry George brings, for we are not only be-
ing.slowly and surely deprived of our bodily
- needs, but being demoralized through: lack of
hope, sinking to a level of despair to where we
» 110 longer care. . .
We must 2waken others, fire them with hope,

et them share in 2 cause that is worth living |

and fighting for. There is strength in aumbers;

-we must band together and fight the insidioys -

evil of . :

ngner;you do? We, you and 1, cen be an
example in a small or large sphere of our daily
living, In the words of Father Keller, leader
of the Christopher movement: yox can change
the world.

) — The Spirit of §t. Louis
:mn()mics, University of Missousi, and
nal Union for Land Value Taxation
:among the speakers

g ‘
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i, 11tk and Locust, St. Louis 1, Mo.

Newark

Completion exercises were held on June first
for the graduvates of fundamental classes, ad-
vanced classes, Public Spesking, Leadership De-
velopment, and the correspondence course, Louis
M, Pernz, an instructor, acted as chairman.
Those who completed the Leadership Develop-
ment Conrse and who now become members of
the faculty are: Celeste Arth and Gene Conduso
of Newatk; John J. Devoe, Believille; Nathan
Eventoff, Jersey City; Albert Ruz, Newark; and
Jonathan Slater, Elizabeth (the latter is also on
the New York faculty). C

Remarls to graduates, in which he urged con-
tinued active association with the schaol, were
made by the director, John T. Tetley, and cer-
tificates were presented by Mrs. C. A. Miller, a
trustee, Miss Dorothy Sara, the guest speaker, 2

teacher in the New York school, gave a humor-

dotted but sagacious talk on the _pogu]mity af

the “how to” method and its significance for-

Georgists. A discussion” period was présided
over by Dean Goldfinger, -after which sefresh-
ments were enjoyed in the new club room,

man and his products, aad if we control fand

Hexmry Georce NEws
A conference of- faculty members, trustees
gi‘ﬂ%% By IRMA NACHBAUR and selected gradnates was called in May to

launch the 16th Year Expansion Program of the
New Jersey school. It was proposed that com-
munity organizer groups be formed in exch
community where classes are to be held. These
groups will consist of a chairman and at least

five other persons. They will secure class loca-

tions, release pubficity; obtzin cames and do
the addressing or distributing of direct mail
promotion; handle rewspapet and organization
bulletin publicity; distnbute -posters; arrange
for speaking engagements; and put on window
displays, . -

Mz, Tetley addressed the Craftsmen’s Club
of the Masonic Lodge in Woodbridge recently
on the topic A, H. a20d E. Energy™ (Atomic,
Hydrogen and Bconomic), More than ifty men
were' present and abiout'a dozeti sighed up for
a course to be given in that community.

. Ohio -

Eilis B. Jackson, the enthusiastic Hamilton,
Ohio direcior, tried something new in the way
of classes this spring, Tnstead of the usual
method of conducting the coutse in Funda-
mental Economics under the direction of one
instructor, Mr. Jackson inaugurated a series of

" ten weekly economics forum meetings at the

Hamilten Y.M.C.A., stacting April 13, Asthur

Walstrom, Carl Strack and Harry Kuck of Cin-

cinnati; Robert Benton of Columbus; and Mil-
dred J. Loomis of Dayton, were the guest teach-
ers during the ten-weck course. Ellis Jackson
acted as coordinator. The final portion of each
meeting was devoted to 2 general discussion and
questions. Postal cards were sett out pefore each
meeting--these increased the attendance,
Warren -Johnson, Sealtest plant manager of

Toleda, Ohio, addressed the spring term grad- .

uates in that city on June 13,
Chicago
"On to 8t Louis!”
That's the slogan in Chicago among n-
structots, graduates and otiers. Those who will
be present from headquarters are: Gustave

Cagus, secretaty, board of trostees; John Mon--
toe, director; Jessie Matteson, program dicector; -

and Leta Gale, stafl secretary. -

The first two Commerce and Industry work-
shop iraining classes are drawing to 2 close.
Among those who attended are: Edward W.
Jochim, plant manager, Personal Prodacts;

Wylie D, Reid, Jt., plant manager, Magnaflux

Cotp.; Capren R, nsen, president Graphic
Calcnlator Co.; Norman Mayell, executive sec-
retary, United Wallpaper, Inc.; George. L.
Byan, corporation secretary, Heco Envelope Co.;

and Chesier Kolmodin, U, 8. Gypsam Co.
Addressing  the Chicago chapter of the
Soclety for the Advancement of Management
on May 23, Hoyt P. Steele, executive vice pres-
ident of Benjamin Electde Manufacturing Com-
pany, outlined the economics educational E{:m—
an

. gram which his company has inaugurate

copjunction with the school.
“If one-fourth of those in industry make this

basic study of economic definitions and natural

laws, socizlism will be stopped in America, in
my opinion,” he said. Mr. Steele explained that

his company -sponsored two 10-week pilot
.classes during the past year, one for executives

and one for & cross-section of the personnel.
Recent visitors at Chicago headquarters wete:
Clayton §. Ewing, fotierly of Chicago, now

" living in Mobile, Alabama; George Dana Linn,

Seattle, Washington; Nosh D: . Alper, director
of the 8t Lonis extension; and Mr. and Mis.

“Geotge E. Lee, who also were happily received

at New York headquarters a few days later,

New York )
Robert Clancy, director, introduced -at the
spring commencement on June 21 for 225 grad-

-uates, the dttractive busts of Henry Geoige fea-

tured on this page. They are available in a
choice of two coloss, ivory or bronze, and are
approximately eight inches high. At the cost
price of $2.50 each they were enthusinsticelly
welcomed, in pairs, a5 bookends, or singly, as
decorations. ‘

At the completion exercises for 65 extension

graduates, many students pledged assistance jn

by Robert-

extending class activities in the Greater New
York dres. Extension instructots met and dis-
cussed plans for 2 special meeting to iz mutmal
problems. - s _ :
Dr. Ibrahim Mansoury, instructor in educa-
tional psychology at Henter College, was guest
speaker at the quarterly faculty dinner and
made & fascinating talk ‘on the psychology of
teaching adults. Arthur Les, who represented

~the Henry George School at the city-wide Adult

Education Conference, also gave a report.

- Something new has indeed been added! The
fisst one-man showing of “Sunday paintings”
'Clancy, was presented at a small re-
ception on (his birthday) Juoe 4, in the school
library at 50 Easi 691:{: Street, Much to . the
artist's rise, a ogmber of ts promuptl
asked thszlgtices, and befote thgeughﬂ;l?it -war; i
week old several pictures had been sold.

‘Washi n, D. C,

On June 16 2 nuclens of Washington Geozg-
ists met to consider the establishment of an ex-
tensior: of The Henry George School in the na-
tion’s capital in the fall, —~ . .

Harry Olpey, of Aslington, Virginia agreed
to serve as secretary of the Washington exten-
siin, and John C. ‘Garver, an alumnus of the
school in New York, volunteered to be the in-
stractor. Mrs. G. E. Mackenzie and her friends,
who were instramtental in organizing the meet-
ing, pledged to support the formation of 2
school with their services and financial aséistance.

Robert Clancy and Arthur Lea of New York
were present for the preliminasy conference and
offered suggestions for 2 school program,

] Boston

Boston played host to Rev, W. Wylie Youn,
when the Batavia, New York pastor, who is
one of the more widely-known Georgists, ad-
dressed the Community Church Forom, on
"What Henry Geogge Taught.” The following
cvening, June 15, Rev. Younyg was the principal
speaker at the spring term graduation dinner,

Ninety people, or 53.8 per cent of those who
began the course last term, received diplomas

“for the completion of the basic course, In addi-

tion, 28 students finished advanced classes.

Summer term students are basking in the
“coolth” generated by a “Sno-Breze™ air-coolér.
This equipment, available through the courtesy
of Sanford Farkas, bids fair to raise the com.
pletion rate zbove 100 per cent,

Study classes began June 12, 13 and 21 re-
spectively in Prograss and Poverty, Protection

- or Free Ttade, and The Science of Political

Erononzy.
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“: [This is Pact 1T of an attempt to condense-
Progress and Poverty for those who read while
they run. Last month’s instailment saggested
that s similarity scems to exist between Henry
George's philosophy and that of Marx.}

. While the Soclalists oy odt against pri-
vate ownership of Hnd, as Henry Geozge does,
they are also opposed to- private occupancy and
use of land. George, on the other hand, insists
that only private ocenpancy and use of land can
assute each individual his natural right to own
every bit of wealth his Iabor and capital pro-
duces, assuming, of course, equal rights of all
to occupy and vse this planet are also assured.

Unlike the Marxists, moreover, George lashes
out against government ownership of efther
lend or wealth, since government produces
neither. Further, Geoige insisted, while every
individual holds an-absolute fight to own every-
thing his own labor and capital prodnces, no

individual has an equitable claim to anything

produced by another individoal’s Iaboi or cap-
ital; not unless he gives an equal value in goo
or services in retam, )

As for government socialisticzlly dividing
land in equal parcels, among the people, George
held that to be both impossible and andesirable.
For, us Ricardo had Erove;d beyond argnment,
no two pieces of land are identical. One plece
raight be more or less fettile, beiter or more
poorly located; sunnier, drier, wetter, of richer
in mineral deposits, or in some other way more
or less productive, Consequently, dividing Jand
by the acte among the people can't possibly di-
vide ¢he benefits and advantages of the land
equally. Since no two pieces of land are alike,
the better parcel with the same Iabor and capi-
tal applied, will produce an extra, and unearned
something —a fow extra retail sales or 2 few
exira buchels of wheat or extrn carloads of
metal. This unearned and additional produc-
tion, called gcomontic vent, enables the owner of
better land to at least get by when market prices
fall; but the poorer land, obviously must, under
such. circumstances, operate at a Joss. As a re-
salt, the owner of pooter land must eventually
find his land mortgaged and Anally lost to an
owner of better land. Therefore, land divided
by soctalistic decree st with the passing of
timme, reform itself nafurally into the huge Jand
concentrations that the Socialists originally
sought to break up. (This tendency is now ab-
served in every one of the warious areas in
Burape, Asia and Sonth America where land has

been parcelled out “equally” among the peas-.

sabs) |

Heary George also pointed out that it fsn't
necessary for governments to parcel out land
through legislation; that even today, land par-
cels itself out matwrally among those who can
afford to pay For the privilege of using pat-
teular sites; among merchants, farmers, mine
operators, etc., without help from or interfer-
ence by governmeat. (That all men cannot af-

ford to use fand is not due to the lack of direc-

tion by government so pmch a5 #t'3s to the low
rate’of wages and intetest that prevails where-
ever land is privately owned.) o

The wealth manlind now pays for the privi-
lege of occupying bits of the planet sow falls
into the pockets of a minority gronp of men
and instifntions. Since neither mén nor instita-
tion produce rent, they can make no rightful

claim to it. And since rent increases as popula-
tions incgease, and falls where populations are
sparce, George held that it was population —
society-at-large -— that produced rents — espe-
dally city rents—and that society-ab-large, there-
fore held the only jus? clairo to that reot. To
summarize this phase of the drgument: ooture
produces Jand, ‘and mature thesefore has the
only valid claim to land ownership; man pro-
duces wealth; and man alone may own wealth;
gavernment produces nothing, and can there-
fore rightfully own nothing; and society alone
is responsible for rents; therefore, society, has
the only tightfol claim to rent. .
The next step in George's logical progression
is obious. If ?ixe rent 0§ 2]l Yand (but not the
“reut” of buildings or other improvementr)*®
were collected by the commnnity, and wese nsed

to pay all the costs of sunning, improving and

protecting the comivmnity, no taxes would have
to be collected. The ontuxed producers couid
keep every bit of what their labor and capital
prqguced. Paying over ‘the greater part of his
production to the government, as he now does,
would be unnecessary since the collected land-
rents would mare than pay the bills. And the
rents, instead of falling into private podkets, as
they de now, would be used to. pay the costs of
government, ermed forces, parks, plajégmunds,
swimming pools, schools, subways, roads, teach-
ers, policemen, firemen and everything else that

“is now paid for with money taken by force

from those who labor or employ capital. Bvery-
one, then — laborers, capitalists and those who
perform, services, would benefit from this soci-
ety-produced rent instead of being impoverish-
ed by it 2s most of mankind is today.

All of this brings us t0 an impostant objec-
tion to Geotge’s proposal: would the collection
aof land vents insiead of taxes provide govern-
ment with all the sevegme I sooms to sequire?
George, of course, was confident it would. And
if we remember that oil, coal and all other min-
etal deposits are for the most pert rent, and
that tireberlands, fisheries, commercial and in-
dustrial sites, and -every other acre of land ex-
cept; the vety pootest. In nse produce a rent, it
isn't easy to undersiaod why anyone should seri-
ously doubt that collected rents would exceed
the total taxes at present collected, There is no
evidence whatever to enconrage such doubt. But
even if theze weren’t enough rent to pay 4/ of
government's expebses, Geotge’s argmment
wouldn't be weakened. For even today, in spite
of our taxing everything in sight, we aren’t £ol-
lecting enough to pay the costs of government;
nor have we since the War of 1812, This is
only oo evident if we consider that our local
state 2nd federal governments have had to bor-
row money every year to make up the differ-
ence between the taxes collected and the money
spent. (Ironically govemnments, by issning
bonds, borrow most of the money they need
from those very individuals and instimtions
that are now collecting the rents which right-
fully belong to the community.)

Even George's method for coffecting the
rents due the community was so simple one
can’t help but wonder why it hasa't- been put
into practice long ago. He proposed abolishing

#The owners of fafms, factores, retail shops, sky-
serapers ond apartwent houser rarely ewn the land
mortzage-free on which thelr lmprovemenis rest.

ﬁyag R@&é ﬁy PHILLIP CRANT

taxation gradually while the commenities that
mszke wp the nation — or the torld, for that
matter — collected ever increasing amounts of
land rent. The obvicas result would be to even-
tually shift the burdenof supporting the com-
munities {and the central government a5 well})
from production where it now rests—aonto land
values—an unearned by-product of production.
For the sake of emphasis, let’s set this in
capital letters: GEQRGE FROPOSED COL-
LECTING LAND RENTS; BUT NOT TAX-
ING LAND! The diffetence between the two
ideas is the difference between high-production

Afree enterprise and low production. socialistic

slavery! George insisted that all who owned
land be permitted to contipue to call it their
own; that they .be permitted-to do as they
pleased with it that they be permitted to use
it or hold it idle, cultivate it, build skyscrapers
on it ot cever it with no trespassing signs; give
it away, settle it, or Ieave it to their children

_ Just so long as the owners tumed over to the

community as much rent as the land would
yield if used to its full economic capachy,
George was content to let landowners contines
to be landowners.

Not did George recommend that the and-
owners pay over every bit of the rent their lands
l;:ielded. He thought it wiser to allow them to

old back a small percentage, a portion just
large enough to make it worth while for the
landowner to continue to collect the rents. Not
becaise George was particalarly fond of lapd-
owners ot the idea of land ownership; but be-
cause he knew that if the landowner were al-

lowed to hold back a little of the rent his [and =~

yielded, he'd: become in effect 2 sort of Jand

_agent, an experienced rent-collector working for

the community. This was to be- preferred to
collecting- 100 per-cent of the remt znd thus
forcing the landowner to shandon his land; for
that would result in each community being .
forced into the land-tenting business which
would certainly tempt local politidans into be-
traying their fellow citizens. Bribes are o hasd
for most humans to resist, In 2 sentence: George
wanted no chenges made in government ot
land ownership bet simply wanted the land

" rents, which land and population yield satarally,

to be banded over to the communities that pro-.
dnced them,

At this point, it would seern that Heny
George was simply proposing a better way to
pay the costs of society and government. But
that isn’t so. His purpose in pleading that taxa-

.tion be abolished entirely and that jand rents be
.collected instead, was to force piesent. land-

owners either to use their land — city, agricul-
tarel, or mineral—to its full capddty; or to

_abandon it If they preferred to abandon their

Iand or to fully improve it, the result would
be the same: maximum production; the natural
collapse of all moenopoly; more jobs than men
to fill them; and a permanent end to depres- -
sions and poverty, . )
To understand how these conditions must
logically follow the collection of land rents
ean't be told in digest form. If theie's a royal
road to that partienlar khowledge, 1 don’t know

- where it is. But T do know 2 road that's a little
rraore diffienlt to travel; and leads to o foll ex.

planation. It can be found runaing through the
pages of Progress and Poverty. )
. THBE ENp
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Who Said New York Was E@ﬁgestéd?

111 'ETHER.E are 187,999 more {vacant] lots in

the city,” Andrew V. Mulrain, Commis--

sioner of Sanitation was quoted as saping in
the New York Herald Tribune; as he stopd
ankle deep in garbage in a vacant lot in Brook-
lyn. The term fots may well be defined for in
Manhattan and the Bronx a lot is 25 x 100 feet
and in other boroughs 20 x 100 feet, whereas
a separately assessed parcel may be several acres
ia size or 4 sliver of 500 squate feet. Why, asks
the startled citizen. .

Well, if you go to London or Paris yom ate
likely to see old houses with big front window
locations solidly filled in with stone or brick,
Why >—because arcund the middle of the 19th
ceniury legistators passed a law placing a tax
an - windows. On the Isle of Satk there are said
to be few chimneys, because, similarly, the gov-
ernment once placed a tax on them..

Thank goodness no one wonld be that silly
in this country} ‘ o

Oh no? It is trué that we have not put taxes
on windows or chimmeys specifically, but ia-
stead we have put taxes on the whole building.
As a resalt ofp
have torn down inmumerable buildings merely
tor escape taxes, That of course, explains Com-
missioner Mulrain’s problem with filthy vacant

. lots. As a temporary solution the Department
of Welfars is putting 2,000 of the 350,000
people on relief, to work clezning up the dirtiest
lots. This is part of a program %[es:tgned to put
21,000 of these persens to work on city-spon-
sored jobs.. :

“Dirty lots are a special problem,” said Mr.
Mulswin, “It's the job of the property owner
to maintain them, but many don't. -

“Littered lots have a tendency to attract more
and more litter . . . They have a bad effect on
the” whole neifhborhond, then bad habits
spread to the sidewnlls, to the gutters.”

The Depattinent of Senitation has about
2,600 men, and only 1,800 strect sweepets can
be spared to pick up Fitter.

“Are New Yorkers co-cperating as you try to
educate them?” Mr, Mulrain was asked.

“Where the streets, sidewalks and lots atre
clean people co-operate,” he angwered. *“But
where they are dirty, obviously théy don't."” The
department gives out about 25,000 summonses
a year in 4n atfempt to “edncate” people.

Apparently Comrnissioner Muirain as well as
most of the citizens, have never realized how

-many ownets would find it worth while to im-
prove their Iots if there were no tax on the im-
provements. Who would keep his location, his
oppartunity, idle if he could keep the results of
his laber and production there? We have 2 tax
on the value of 2 site to encourage owners to

put them to use instend of hoiding sites idle-

and preventing produ®ES from opportunity.
The tax on improvements, howeve:, negates
this encouragemerit, -putting a severe bralke on
the best use of 2 location, )

The problems in each borough differ. There
are 2,933 wvacant parcels in Manhatfan and
41,455 in Richmend. The vacant land in Rich-
mond in Ward 5 is suitable for marker gardens
and should be returned to this use. They will
oot be needed for residence for many years
pechaps. Some of the larger parcels in Manhat.
tz aze highly desirzble for hatels, office build-
ings or apartments, : -

The vacant lots cost our power and light
companies enormous sums for carrying their

lines past them, in tuder to serve those who

this, owners in evety big city .

have had to build farther out. The last-presi-
dent of Detroit Edison, Mr, Willard, used to
tell Detrofters they could have sharply reduced
rates any time they became sensible enongh to
collect the full rental value of the vacant lots

" and stopped taxing people for imﬁmving their

locations.. Taking powet: and gas lines past va-
cant lots was the };:iggést item of inflated cost
in the operation of this great utility, Mr. Wil-
Iard told reporters, and could be easily elimi-
nated by a simple change in tax policy.

Prompt and able enforcement of the tax on
the velue of sites would end the huge tax de-
linquency of lot owners, who sometimes let the
taxes go, hoping the valne may rise if a bridge,
school or other improvement comes to the
neighberhood. The owner may then get encugh
from a prospective user to pay the tazes and
have a neat pain for himself withont doing any-
thing except to keep others from using what ke
is not using, The writer knows one local family
wio paid oo taxes on their large farm in Long
Island for about thirty years, except as they sold
off lots. It was only recently that the officials
enforced the tax law and took the remainder of
the “farm.” )

The diffculty of bringing suits to clear titles
‘that would make lots available to nsers is an-
other factor in forcing peaple to go further oot
to peorer locations. An interesting example of
this was afforded in Harrison, New York, when
the Earkin Soap Company once bought 2 farge
tract and gave deeds fo lots;as preminms with
boxes of soap. By the time the lots became val-
uwable, the heirs of the original owness of the

The impact of seligion on eco-
nomic Jife and history is discnssed
in a very interesting booklet written
by Kenneth E. Bonlding, University
of Michigan economics professor.

Boulding classifies religions into
the prophetic and priestly types,
the first characterizing the religions
which seek change from the exist-
ing order and the second those

which seck to retain the existing order. With-

out hinting that changes may be good or bad,
Boulding argues thet man struggles mostly to
satisfy such desires as he feels. The prophetic
type of religion gives him the fecling that his
material desires can be increased while the
priestly type of religion tends to have him sub-
stitute spiritval values in lieu of his failure to
inctease his material mins, . -
Boulding atterapts to shaw not only the ef-
fect which religion has on economic progress
but also the effect which economic oppostunity

“has on religion. In an economy where the in-

dividual has little opportunity to improve his
material well being, religions which teach him
the joys to be had in the heteafter aze more
acceptable. America, where opgo:b.mity has been
great for the individual, bas developed an atti-
tude which emphasizes this-worldly character of
religion. Jesus gave Christianity a stamp of this-
worldliness which it czn never quite escape.
The heart of Christianity is an incarnation of
God In Man and a dream of 2 Kingdom of
Hesven on earth, Boulding believes,

LAIN TALK ¢

By TANCASTER M. GREENE

deeds were hard to fiad. Suits to dear each sep- -
arate title cost at least §400, and took i:im?.
Buyers were often unwilling or unable to await
the delays of the law; and cty anthorities did
not wish to spend money to clear the fitles un-
less they had a ready buyer. :

As a substitute for this outworn conveyanc -
ing system, the Jate Walter Fafechild, a New
York attotticy and teacher in the Henry George
School, crganized a society to secute poblic reg-

" istration of land titles, This was called the

Torrens Society, berause Sir Robert Richard
Torrens sponsored the same land refdrm in
Aunstralia in 1858 where it was known a8 the
Torrens Act, Walter Fairchild secured such an
act for New York State and made it possible

for Harrison and other cities to bring suit-to

dear titles to whole blocks in one sit. This was
invaluable in bringing desirsble sites into ase
and making them active an the tax rolls again.
. New Yotk has nearly fifty years of experi-
ence' in taxing the values of sites separately’
from that of the buildings or improvements or
them. This experience has come through the
picneering W‘:}E of Lawson Pardy, president of

. the Robert Schalkenbach Foundatton, who se-

cated the passage of the assessing law and thea
set up the system when he was president of the
Board of Taxes and Asssssment of New York
City. He also served as consultant to many
other American cities whese this system has
been found useful and desizable. A simple step
to end. the vacant Tot problem forever would be
to abolfsh the taxes on improvements and col-
lect the full “ground dues” {Danish term).

He codtends that the reform
movements in the sixteenth and
seventcenth centuries influenced the
socalled “commercsl revolution”
and the prophetic religions of the
Quakers and the Methodists in-
fuenced the industrial revolution of
the eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
tuties. Whether the material prog-

. * ress caused the new seligious con-
¢ept or vice versa, he admits he does pot know
for certain. .

. He concludes by saying that we have more
to fear from the vast expansion of knowledge
in the socia] sciences than we do in the natural -
sciences, The ominons threat of atomic or bac-
teriological destruction constitutes less of 2
threat than that of a world tyranny resting on -
the unshakable foendation of social-scientific
tnowledge of the manipnlation of men. Atomic
powet tan merely kill and maim men’s bodies,
where the social psychologist may be able to .

" kill and mairm their souls. Ih religion he hopes

thers will find the way, not to the suppression
of theic knowledge but to its redemption. He
feels that off times religion contents itself too
much with the definition of individual and
telatively unimportant sins and that the social
scientists are apt to place too much emphasis
on social sins which are not identifiable enough
to ‘trouble the individual conscience. Same-
whesé betwaen thé twoa perhaps Hes the better

. answer.
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To the Bditor,

In view of the universal revival of interest in the
philosophy of St, Thomas Aquinas, you may be inter-
ested- in this extract from “De Regfmine [udseormm”
{being’a teply to some questions pat to him by the
Duchess of Brabant in the eatly patt of his second

%

weriod of teaching at Paris, sbout 1269 A. D)

Sexto guaerchatis, si

licet Fxartiongr Faceve in-

. vestros suhditos Christl-
anost in quoe copsiderare
debetis, ¢quod Principes
Tervavam sunt a Deo in-
stituti non quidem wut
Propriz Lavra <uaceant,

- sed vt Communen populi
Utilitetsm procarent,

In reprehensione eniun
quornndam principinm
dicitar in- Fzech. XX:-
"Principi eias un anedio
eius (uasi Lupi Rapaces

7 eb alibi dicitur per,
quemdam prophetam;
"Wae pastoribus Tsrael,
qui Pascebant Semelipsos
« « « ElEgem antem meum
pon pascebatis.””

Unde constituti sunt
Reditus Terraram- Prin.
cipihws Ut ex illls viven.
tes @ Spoliatione Subdi-
torum abstineast, .

“{nde i eodem Pro- |-

pheta, Dominice mandanté
dicitur, quod “principi
erit Posressip in Israel,
et Nop depopulzbuniny
Uitra principes populum

Sixthly you asked,
whether it is permissible
for pou to.: Taw yout
Christian” subjects: in
which matter you must
recoblect, that the Lords
of lends are st up by
God net indeed that they
may seek their own gain
but that they may. easate
the comman bensfit of the
people. ’

For in tondemnation of
such lords i is said in
Fzechjel XXII:- “Their
Lords are in their midst
like razening wolves . .”
and efsewhere is it said
by one of the prophets:-
“Woe to the pastors of
Israel, who bave fed just
themselves . . . but did
not feed my fod” |

Hence to 1he Princks
Fare presevibed the semts
of lznds i order 1bat by
swbsisting om them rhey
- may abstain from rpoila-
Hon of rhelr rubjects,

* Hence in” the same
Prophet, by command .of

the Lord is it said, that_
to the prince there shall -

be a porrestion in Tsrael,
and princes shiall not de-

meum.” [Emphasis is by
me—H. G. P}

spoil te amy frr-
?ger rbzfzp:;dg. 4 f -
Yours truly, '
—HENRY G. PEARCE
33 Bobertson Road
Centennial Park
*. Sydney, -Australia

L

To the Bditor: - - .

¥ was ‘sixty years ago that I became inter-
‘ested in social problems. I had read Looking
Backward by Bellamy, and thought something
could be done toward realizing his dream of a
better world. 1 organized 2 Nationalist Club in
Kansus City, bitt soon aftér came across a copy
of Henry George’s Standard on a newsstand
and was immediately sure that I had found the
right philosophy of political economy.

“For want of a befter name we spake of our-

selves as being in the “single-fax moverent,”
but that name stands for the ideal almed at of

" 1epealing all tixes upon the products of Inbar,
leaving only the tax upon ground rent, ‘deter-
mined by the site valve of land. In those days
this legitimate stftree of public révenue would
have supplied ail expenses of government-—
local, state and federal. Indeed, many of our
people, including Thomas G. Shearman, called
themselves “limited single-taxers” believing that
only a part of the available ground rent would
be needed,

If the Henry George philosophy, including
international free trade, had been adopted, there
is every reason to believe that the subsequest
international wars would not have taken place;
bat their enormous expense has been responsible
for greatly incressed taxation and rnany addi-

tional kinds of taxes. Most unfortupate of all "

of these was the graduated income tax of 1921

which viclated the sanctity of private property,

confiscating it throvgh the same pliilémphy and

methods used by highwaymen
Henry George was nof discouraged by the
slow progress of his philosophy, which is based
upos justice and common sense, and we should
not be. - —HENRY WARE ALLEN
) 121 Notth Roosevelt Avenue
Wichita, Kansas.

To the Editor:

An interesting illostzation of what happens
in 2 country inhabited by an intelligent and pro-
gressive people s to be seen in Denmark. This
little land stands 25 a democratic bastion on the
edge of the iron curtain, uncormipted in any
way by the evil philosophy of a string of neigh-
boring satellite states.

It was recently reported from thete that while

16,000 copies had been sold of the wotks of
Hensy George, the American writer on political
econoiny, only 630 copies had been sold of Dar
Kapital, the product of the German, Karl Marx.
The result of this-is shown in the national leg-
iglation of Deamark concerning the rating of
land values and the exemption of improvements
from taxation, and the fact that not more than
a dozen Communists were eclected to Pashia-
ment. Apart from: certain British Dominions as
Austealia, New Zealand and South Africa,
probably no other country has applied the ideas
of Henty George t0 a greater extent than have
thé Dancs. e :

-=. 'The ddult folk ‘school of Denmark has con-
. tributed to the high educational standard of her

people, making them too intelligent to be fud-
dled by the materialistic meanderings of Marx,
Asnother factor which may have occasioned such
a wide disparity in the safe of their respective
works, is that the writings of George “are in
such beautifal English and the economic analy-
sis so orderly, while Marx who wrofe in the
ponderots verbdse ‘German style, was ‘onde de-
scribed By ‘Hénry George-as that “prince of
muddleheads™  —GEeORGE M, Fowins
i - 58 Tohunga Crescent
Pagnell, Ancldand, N, Z.

oy

"Ry George, 1 feel ke o million
dollars —~ before taxes, of covrsel’

Reprinted from 'PHISWEER Magazine Caorporation,
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To the Editor: . )

* In regard to the letter by Richard T. Hall
(May issue) in which he guestions the sight of
& nation to exclude “migration of a type alien

ko our concepts and ideals,” it seems to me

that the humen race progresses only by trizl
and ersor, but in an orderly manner. You can't
put the roof an your house until you have built
the structure that is going to hold it up.

We will not be ready for one world until we
have at least one nation which has assimilated
and put into practice the ideas of equality and
freedom. Meanwhile, the chances of this ocous-

- ring somewhere in a world of fifty nations is

Afty times as good as in a suddenly unified

world struggling with immense problems.

Nao, let us keep our spirit of freedom pure,
here and in other democratic countriés wherc
it has taken root. If in the meantime we can
put cur own house in order, and eliminate the
tariffs and other barriers to world-wide co-op-
etation, we may be able to lead the world
toward freedom. The other course might result
in a blackeut as it did in Poland, Czecho-
Slovakia and other countries wheére o mating of
democtacy with alten ideas was tried. .

T must admit that for the time being this
wonld mean helding in abevance the final and
complete Georgist program, and that onr pres-
ent right to exclude-such immigration rests
solely on a legal tight, However, I still believe
we should remove the beam from oar own epe
first. : —J. P. Hamm
’ 1208 Brodkley Street

Lakewood 7, Ohio

To the Editor:
I am sorty to say that I have yet to see any
evidence of progressive thinking in' any of the
articles so far published in the News., Thete
has never been, in the year past, any change in
its attitude about rent, interest or capital—nor
any proof that they exist in the field of eco-
nomies. “Rent” is a myth—a definite tribute to
monopoly (land menoioly). “Interest” is a
contribution to cover tisk and loss {and never
does), and “eapital” certainly is not entitled,
in a free society, to any of the wages of labor.
There is only ope fundamental in economics
—and that is a frée earth and it cannot be had
from our fumbling around with injustice and
abnormalities. ... ~—Fp Batsy
- . 103 Chiestout Street
- - Lincoln, Minois

To the Editor: .

Henty George made a vety modest debut re-
cently on television, In striving for authenticity,
a mzjor television network used = copy of Prog-
vess and Poverty as 2 prop in one of the scenes
of a dramatization of Henry James' The Am-
bassadovs. Its research could have been 2 little

“more thorough becanse the edition used was is-

saed by the Schalkenbach Foundation, 25 its
dust jacket plainly showed, dating it many yeats
later than the action of the play {which took
place zbout 1900.)

We should not carp, however, for T am sure
that we will always be grateful for any display
of Geotge’s wosks in any edition at any time.

: ~—BUGENE FRIEDBERG
220 Bast 42nd 8t
New Vork 17, M. Y.




