THE HENRY GEORGE STANDARD

lfmgs io the c:ummm_xily, and which cannot
be left to individuals without the robbery
of other individuals.

Think what the value of land i, It has no
refereace t the cost of production, as has
the walue of }muses, hcrses, ships, clothes,
or other things prdouced by labor, for land
is not produced By man, it was created by
God. The value of land does not come
from the exertion of lzbor on ]and, for
the value thus produced is a value of m-
provement. That value attaches fc any
piece of land means that that pilece of
fand is more desirable thar the land which
other cifizens may obtain, and that they
are more willing to pay a premum for
permission to use . Justice, thersfore, ve-
quires that ths premium of value shall be
taken for the benefit of all in ovder ko
secure to all their equal rghts.

Consider the difference between the
value of a building and rhe value of land.
The value of a hwiding, like the vahie of
goods, or of anything properly styled
wealth, is produced by mdividual exertion,
and therefore properly belongs te the -
div'idual; buk the value of land only arises
with the growth and improvement of the
community, and therefore properly belongs
to the community, It is not because of
what its ownmers have done, but because
of the presence of the whele great popu-
lation that land m New York is worth
milibons an acre. This value, therefore, is
the proper fund for defraymng the commen
expenses of the whole population; and 1t
must be taken for public use, under
penalty of generating land specelation and
moncnoly which will bring abeut artificial
scarcity where the Creator has provided
an abundance for all whom His providence
has called inte existence. k is thus a
violation of justice to tay labor, or the
things produced by labor, and it is alse
a violahion of justice not to tax land
vahues.

These are the fundamental reasons for
which we urge the Single Tax, believing
il to be the greatest and most fundamental
af all reforms. We do not think u will
change humanr nature. That, man can
never do; but it will bring about condi-
ticns in which human nature can develop
what is best, mstead of, 25 now iIn o
many cases, what is worst. It will permit

Please pass this on where

such an enormons production as we can
now hardly conceive, [t will secure an
equitable distribution. It wall solve the
labor preblem and dispel the darkening
elouds which are now gathering over the
horizon of our divilization. Jt will make
undt‘:servecﬂ poverly an unknown Khihg. It
will check the soul-destroying greed of
gain, It will enable men to be at least as
honest, as true, as considerate, and as
bigh-minded as they would fike to be.
will remove temipation to lying, false
swearing, bribery and law-breakmg. It
will open fo all, even the pooresi, the
comforts and vefinements and oppertu-
mites of an advancing civilizetion. It will
thus, so we reverently believe, clear the
way for the coming of that kingdom of
right and justics, and consequently of
ahbundance and peace and happiness, for
which the Masier told His disciples to
pray and work. It is mot ihat it is a
promising invention or canning device that
we look for the Single Tax 1o do all this;
but it s because it mvolves a conforming
of the most imporiamt and fundamental
adjustments of society to the supreme law
of justice, becanse ¥ imvolves the basing
of the most mportant of our laws on the
principle that we should do to others as
we would be done by.

The readers of this article, [ may fairdy
presume, believe, as 1 helieve, that there
1s a world for us beyond this. The limit
of space has prevented me from putimg
before them more than some hints for
thought, Let me present two more:

I. What would be the result in heaven
itself if these who got there first nstituted
private property in the surface of heaven,
and parceled it out in absoluate ownership
among themselves, as we parcel out the
surface of the earth?

2» Since we cannot COUCEEVC Ol: a
heaven i which the equal rights of God's
children to their Fathei's beunly is de-
nied, as we now deny them on this earth,
what 1s the duty enjoined on Christians
by the daily prayer: “Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth, as it is

heaven' ?
* % 0»
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The object of this publication is to open opporiunities for employ-
ment, reduce rents and the high cost of living, increase incoics that
are sarned and decrease those not earned, by doing away with taxzes
on production and taking ground rent for public uses.

SINGLE TAX—What It Is and
Why We Urge It
By HENRY GEORGE

“The Prophet of San Francisco,” author of “Progress and Paverty,”
“The Land Quesiion,” “Social Problems,” ete., efe.

We propose to abolish all taxes save one single tax le\{ied on ﬂ_}e
value of land, irrespective of the value of the improvements m or on it

What we propose is not a tax on real estate, for real estate includes
improvements. Nor is it a tax on land, for we would ot tax all land,
but only land having a value irrespective of its improvements, and would
fax that in proportion to that value.

Our plan involves the imposition of no new tax, since we already
tax Jand values in taxing real estate. To carry it out we have only to
abolish all taxes save the tax on real estate, and to abolish all of that
which now falls on buildings or improvements, leaving only that part
of it which now falls on the value of the bare land, increasing that so
as to take as nearly as may be the whole of economic rent, or what is
sometimes styled the “unearned increment of land values.

That the value of the land alone would suffice to provide all needed
public revenues—-municipal, county, state and national—there is no
doubt.

From the Single Tax we may expect these advantages:

1. It would dispense with a whele ammy of tax gatherers and cther
officials which present taxes require, and place in the treasury a mt?.eh
larger proportion of what is taken from the people, while by making
government simpler and cheaper, it would tend to make it purer. it
would et rid of taxes which necessarily promote fraud, perjury, bribery,
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