TEXAS RAMBLER

Judge Fuchs

Sees  Solution

In Land Value Tax

By JOHN BENNETT
Seaif Wriler

NEW BLAUNFELS — “Land
is God's uift lo people. The
right 1o th and ig one of man’s
inafienable rizhis.”

For 50 years ludge John R.
Fuchs has thought and preach-
ed thesa words. .

Whers you 1ake 1he words
for granfed and stop there, he
doosn’t.

A retired district judge liv-
ing in New Braunfels, 79 years
old, author and advocate of
land value taxation to answer
man’s econtemic ilis, he must
be regardst a thinker.

To Judm‘ Fuchs thers are two
ingtitutions opposed to democ-
racy:

® Slaverr.

@ A lax  system

makes no distinction  hetween
private and public property.

“By natural law, land wiilh
all that iz on if, under and
over it, are gilts of God or na-
fure,” he says. “All things that
are the froil of man’s work are
private  property. Under our
present ldws ne clear distine-
tion iIs made.”

Ideas Stariling

He isn’t the first man to pro-
poind  single  faxation, of
course, but his ideas startle
some who regard our present
system as the only one ever
thought out.

Judge Fuchs would do away

with personsl income taves and'

tax tmly land values.

A guiet, articulate man with
a penchant for classical l1iera~
ture, he diagnoses worid ills
a ﬂlirrv of guetations from 10[-
stoy, John Stuairt Mill and
Thomas Jelfersoen.

To civie groups in New Braun-
frls, the judge looms somewhat
a5 the gnnoying gadily who
many ignore or feign to misun-
derstand.

which -

When he sat as judge of the

¥nd Judewial Bisirict, jurers
acetized him of bouncing  his
theories  over thelr  vestive
heads.

Judge ¥uchs bhelioves in tax-
ing land valies and #ot  im-
provemenls, He wants a consti-
tutional  amandmont  graniing
cities the power to exompt tax-
s on inprovements and per-
sonal prenerty and  substitute
the community created value of
the land.

“Property Predatory”

“Properiy in land and ifs
rent is purely predatory amd
the very negation of frue prop-
erty rights,” he says. “Ht is the
power to command services
without rendering service”

But how and where would
people gel money lo run the
country?

“Not by dividing or re-dis-
tributing the iand, nor by gov-
ernmental or collective controi
of the use of land,” he says,
“Bui by taxing the rental value
of land as ke commnon property
of the comnumily and by re-
quiring these who have the ex-
clusive deeds to a part of the
earth to pay info the public
ireasury the annual rental value
of the Iand in the possession in
liew of all other taxes.”

He also thinks:

® We have a communistic
tax sysiom.

® The remission of taxes on
sarned incomes, personal prop-
erty and overything produced
by man wil give man the full
benefit of his private wealth—
landholder and non-landhelder
alike.

@ Fconomic benevolence and
suhsidies have ne proper place
ih government.

“Just like the Commiinists,
we have been and still are fak-
ing privale property for public
use,” he says. “Therefore, fo
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that extent we have always haa
a form of communism with us,
and when in more recent years
we resorted to the federal and
state excise, income and inher-
itanee taxes we greatly extend-
& communism.”’

In a nugget he believes 1o
avoid comamunism, man  must
recognize that the value of all
tand helonzs to the community
and that ihis should bhe the
coinmugity’s source of revenue
in heu of all other taxes on
capital, labor and trade.

Not AlL Tand

He explains that a tax on
reonomic venl {or land values)
woeuld nat {4l on all Jand.

“It woudd fail only on valua-
ble fand, and on thkat in pro-
portion to ity value,” he con-
tends. “It would not have to be
paid upon 1he poorest Jand in
use, and so would not hecome
a condition of use, or restrict
the amount of land that could
profitably be used.”

What would it do to specula-
tion?

“No one would care to own
fand unless he wanted to im-
prove it or use it, as it would
be unprofitable to do so.”

Like John Stuart Mill , he
contends that laxes on land val-
ues could not be shifted by land-
Jords to their fenants.

The popular belief thzi Amers
icans long ago dispensed with
nobility is laughable to Fuchs.
The titled land barons are 1o-
day’s nobility.

The common man is being
taxed on what he makes and
soaked at the same (ime by
these harons, he says.

I# he marvels at physical scl-
ence, he scorns a retarded po-
litical science that is “as far
back as 2,000 years ago.”

He portends depression or
warse unless America overhauls
her tax system.

“We may hold back depres-
sions with remedial legislation
that melely treals the symp-
tom,” he ghserves.

It articulate and ihougl"t pro-
voking, he harbers no grandiosa

JUDGE JOHN R. ¥UCHS

illusion the world will reverss
spin at his ideas, Bui ha enlist-
cd the aid of a certain Texas
state senator to propose them
once again (they went down in
the Texas legislature two years
ago) this year.

Whatever he believes, he says
this about his own profession:

“The lawyer siiould never for-
get that the function of .the le-
gal profession is to organize
righteousness in the transac-
tions and relaiions of man. If
the lawyers have not the cour-
age to exercise thig function,
then the siatement of Voltzire
may hecome true — Conservae
tors of ancien{ barbarisms.”




