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¥ew York City 14
January 27 1944

¥r O K Dorn

560 Prospect Avenus
lount Vernen  HNew York
Dear Mir Dorm:

Do you really think it was either wise or faif to write me as you
aid2r If you wish me to share whatever views you n@yﬁh&ve ahout Henry
George,'was it wise te'antagonize me? And was it fair to atiribute
“frivial acquaintance” with him on the basls of what you know about me?

Is disagreementiwith 8 Geafgist imposeible? If so, I for one would wamt
1o disagree. I doubd ﬁhe%her Henry George himself wéald not se foolighly
as do all too memy of his diseiples.

T have carefully reed the materisl you sent me. It fails to inmcrease
my prévipus knowledge of Henry George to any marked degree.

Ferhaps yoé did net notices thet I refarréd only to Lord Wedgwood' s
espousal of Henry George's tax proposals in my review. ‘Hig other excellences
or defects wePe not under scrutiny. And certainly you must agree that there
is not the slightest chemee of their being put inte general practice. That
is why I called them "unthinkeble." They may be ever so nice as schemes
to satisfy the mind, bub vhat'e the good of that? If I have learned ous
thing, it is that ideas are not exhert;tions or dresum pictures -- they are
programs of action, and get their meaning irom what they lell us to dos.

Henry George's tex schemes have only imstructed a comparatively few illuminati
to get together and comfert themselves on their superiority to their fellows.
I find that Judge Sesbury agrees with me thet Henry George®s idezs are not

for our aciual weorld.
Sincerely vyours,

£

#5 . gy
fohn Storek

11392




| TESTAMENT TO DEMOCRACY.

sis of ity shortcomings,

By Lord Wedgwood. wis + 355

pp. New Vork: dmericon Chap-

ter, Banergency Council. $3.95
By JOHN STOECH

HE late Lord Wedgwood

was ancther in that greal

line &f English “eccentrics”

who so brifliantly and use-

fully combined apparent incom-

patibles. A wealthy man, he

helped to orgsnize the Labor

party. An old-fashioned Vic-
torian individualist and “'Spe-
cialist in fresedom he was 2

stanch friend of Stalinist Russia.
Usually skeptical of ambiticus
political or economic Programs,
after the war or al any other
time, he nevertheless ardently
endorsed Henry George’s proposal
that all increases in land values
should accrue o the state, and
the perhaps egually urthinkable
proposal of an immediate federal
union between Britain and the
nited Siates which might alse
incipde the Scandinavian coun-
fries. Although democratic to the

'5 cere, he was oppesed to propor-
i tiomal

represeniation, defended
the Housge of Lords as a valuable
instifution, and was suspicious of
the party system which has every-
where accompanied the rise of
democracy. With his head full of
nis own ideag--z very unusual
condition today ag always-—-he

semehow managed to be nol a

curicsity bui a very wise and
practical man

Many of Lord Wedgwood's ideas
are touched on in thig, his lasi
pook. But il is privparily (at one
and the same time} a lyrical de-
fense of the British parbameniary
system, an almost ¢ynical analy-
and @&
grave warning of the dangers

| that Yie shead if we increasingly

allow governmeni to do things
for us, rather than use govern-

ment to develop the ability to get

along without its help. Although
it deals almost entirely with Eng-
ligh political institutions, it is s0

¢ sound psychologically and phiio-

ractical Democracy

sophieally as 1o be of great use
to Amerieans.

To Lord Wedgwood demogracy
is not majority rule, but govern-
ment by debale and explanafion
it is to be found in the constent
copsideration of public guestions
by a progressively larger and bet-
ter inforied group of cifizens.—
whe educate themselves for mod-
ern living by carrying on the
process.  its philosophizal Tasis
is belief in human beings & be-
Het that iz perfactly counsistent

with awareness of human weak- ||

NSSHes.

Thai is why he can so hilari-

cusiy poini out the stone walls,
the evasions, the myihs {and even
the hypem';sies} of parliamentary
custorn-—and can even hint that

many of them must always be !
In spite of them, |

unavoigable.
and somelimes because of them,

we can Carry on the long process ;

of discusgion, and SO
learn to live beiter
Socrates, who so seldom was sal-
jafied either with his questions oy
with the answers he received 1o
them, and yet grew Sso wise

in doing

through argument and discussion, |

we can improve Hving almost
without knowing how i has hap-
pened.  Democratic diseussion is
to our world what the dialectic
process was to the Greek,

The fact that some of Lord
Wedgwood's potions are crusted
with the patina of days that ars

gone {perhaps forever} detracis |

ne wore from  their essential

worth than from their charm. The |

discerning mind can iransiate
them into the requirements of sur
new conditions without much dif-
ficulty, Undoubiedly government
will have to do many things in the
days to come that would greatly
disturb the good Lord. Bul if we
can view its acts, and our oW,

with that combination of faith

and suspicion in mackind which
he possessed, we shall be admir-
ably eguipped to mesl olr day a8
he met his

Like oid |




Jamuery 25th, 1044

1 shorak,

Timag ,

B e W i
Bew York F Bs Yo

Dear Birs

Guite regariless of whether Lord Wedgwood'ls :
"Practical Demcorecy” has any merit; 1% is neverthslszss
unfortunate thai the reviswsr of thisg wrk in ths
Tork Times Sundey dook Seetion did nod show at
& triviel sequaintance with Henry feorge as in
by the reforence “equa sinkableYe

you read the enclosed copy
Geores by Judze Seabury.

Sinserely yours,

ke K. Dorn




