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By Jerry Burns

A knot of dedicated follow-

ers will gather today in Un-
ion Square.to honor the mem-
ory.of San Francisco’s most
overlooked great thinker.

Tt is the 127th anmversary'

of the hirth of Henry Gecrge

—sailor, journalist, a founder

--of -the.San Francisco. Public.
Library and author of the all-

time best selling book ever
‘written in .the field of eco-
nomics.

‘His book, _“ngress_ and
. Poverty,” has sold more than
‘three million copies since ifs
first printing in 1879 and his
theories have had wide im-
pact in many countries, but
to most San Franciscans his
is a forgotten name.'

PLAQUE .

In 1930, when people &till
remembered, the city un-
veiled an appropriately laudi-
atory plague on the site of
Henry George’s former home
-at 420 Second street.

- “Here,” it read, “in 1878-
79, Henry George, ‘the proph-
et of San Francisco,” wrote

‘Progress and Poverty,” ex- .

pounding natural laws that,
breached, cause poverty, but,
abeyed, assure us all peace,
progress and plenty.”

- The site is now a speck of
'e'oncrete beneath the James
Lick Freeway.and the plague
is being held by the Henry

George - School of Social |
bmence until the ¢ity can be
convinced to find & new place
to put it.

PHILOSOPHY

The basis of George’s phil-
osophy is that land, like air
and sunlight, is the preperty
of all the people. :

He looked around Califor-
nia in the last half of the 19th
ceptury—at the giant, unde-
veloped Iand holdings of the
railroad barons -and.others—
and decided that land must
be used, nothoarded, if 1t is
to. benetit society.

He argued that a {ax on
land would force landowners

#

to develop their property, .

creatrng jobs, homes and
income.

-George proposed that tax
on 1and- be the only tax and

'HENRY GEORGE"
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that no one pay tax on bmld- .
income “or anything

ings,

else. oo
_ IMPACT _

George’s thecries have had

Iittle impact -in this country, -

but a form of his single tax
on land has been widely used
in "Australia, New Zealand
and Souih Afrlca

_There are hundreds of Hen-
ry George Schoals across the

‘world, including the.San

Francisco branch at 833 Mar-

- ket street, which -give free

classes in economics. The
schools are financed by an
eastern foundation and by
donations.

The do not give doctrinaire
courses. advocating the ideas
of Henry George. Instead,
ihey offer a free ten-week
course in economies with the

. hope that the siudent will

eompare philosophies and
find Henry George the most
convincing. .
SUPPORTERS

‘Not unexpectedly, many of
the more than 100,000 gradu-
ates of Henry George Schools
in the United States have en-
rolled as sceptics and
emerged as zealous
supporters

‘There are pmbably ne

'more pleasant — and no
“more zealous — graduates

than Robbert Tideman, exec-

“utive secretary of the loeal

school, and Meighen van

Nisuwstadt, his administra-

_twe assistant.

1 admit that when I start:
ed I thought these -people

“were nuts,” said Mrs. van

Nieuwstadt “After a year 1
realized, ‘my Geod, they re

i rlgh [R1)

- Tideman isa tall, pleasant

"man -whe-gave-up—a -prom- -
ismg career-as-an-electronics. .

engineer to establish the San

Franc:sco school in 1949.
VIEWS
""He is a friendly, convincing

~ ipeaker who cautions him-
- self, “I'm talking too much,”
- and frequently points out that

his views on economics are.

. his alone and do not repre-:
sent any official view by the
. School, - which- has no flxed

“viewpoinis.

If the single tax were ap-
plied in San’Francisce, he
said, the tax burden would
shift from highly developed
sites to underdeveloped sites.
. “Agsessor (Joseph) Tinney
‘has admitted that vacant
parcels in the city are great-'
1y under-sssessed, These
‘would be faxed much more,
‘&nd the owners would have to
‘develop them, for everyone 5
shenefit.”

‘I only land were taxed
:sald Tideman, slum landlords
swould no lenger- afford to
keep rundown ramshackle
“buildings on their property.

- Under present taxing méth-
ods, they pay relatively low
ta‘{es because while their

.land is valuable, their buﬂd-
. ings are not.

Assessor Tinney told The

- Chronicle that a single tax on

the land “would seem to be
an ideal answer for a com-
munity with a limited budg
et

For cities needmg vast
amounts of money, he .said,

“it is impossible to reswt tax—
Jing improvements.”

He acknowledged that
some vacant Jand in the city
5 “‘grossly under-assessed,”
but added that this will be
corrected
ments which will be con-
ducted in the coming year:

_ At present, he said, San

in the reassess-.

Francisco’s $1.5 billien fax
roll includes land valued at
$382 million, improvements
(buildings) valued at $917
million and personal property
{inventory) valued at $367
million. . -
The assess_or said he has no”
exact idea whatf the effect of

a-singl-etax-would-be-here. -

Nevertheless he suggested,.
“it would be disastrous.”’

This view does no_t shock
Henry George’s followers.
Many of them do not expect
land-rent to imeet all the
needs of both local and na.
tional. government. However,
as an economics  historian
has written: -

“They do hold that the

-renfal value of land—what its

location 1 and other advan-

tages are worth aparf from
the yield attributable to im-
brovemnents—is the most

- ideal source of general pubhe
‘revenue.”

Every year at this. tune
the  people - who remember
Henry George hold some sort

of ceremeny. in his
memory. ) ’
"' The  Philadelphiz-boTn

‘George lived ‘and worked in
San Francisco from 1858 to
1380.

- He was, among many
things, one of the first mem-
bers of the Bohemian Club,
managing editor of The Chro-
nicle. and editor-founder of

-the San Franciseco Post, an
Janti-railroad daily which died
:after .a brief life in the‘

1870s.
Today’s noon ceremony

will' highlight Henry George
Day, proclaimed by Mayor
John F. Shelley and the
Board of Supervisors.
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