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This Land is Whose Land?

Throughout our history there has been a
tension between federal rights and state rights.
Some believe the federal government has in-
truded in areas that were previously consid-
ered under the purview of the states. Qut West,
much of the land is owned by the federal gov-
ernment, unlike other parts of the country where
most of the land is either privately owned or
owned by the states. There is a growing move-

ment in the western states to seck sovereignty .
over federal lands in order to make them avail-

able for commercial exploitation. This article
can be used with the Land and Freedom series
in American History #13, The Mexican Ces-
sions and #20, Land: Our Natural Heritage,
and with #17, The Closing of the Frontier.

Africa’s Painful Transition

As many countries in Africa are leaving
behind the socialist era and struggling to adapt
to a2 world market economy, they are finding
economic adjustments both promising and dis-
appointing. While there are many more goods
on the market, there are few people who can
afford to buy them. And after years of civil war
and the rule of dictatorships, most foreign coun-
tries are wary of investing in Africa generally.
Many countries also suffer from political cor-
ruption and land use policies that have discour-
aged agricultural self-sufficiency. This article
can be used with Land and Freedom in Eco-
nomics # 3, Economic Systems and #8, Markets
and Prices.

Cartoons

There are two cartoons on the back page.
One is suitable for Economics Lesson #5, Class
Struggle and # 10, Wages of Labor. The other
can be used with Economics Lesson #15, Taxa-
tion and # 16, The SingleTax.

Free Materials for Teachers

The Federal Reserve Bank of New York will
send you anillustrated booklet entitled The Once Upon
a Dime Comic Book. The booklet touches on many
economic issues including investements, world trade,
taxes, inflation and recessions. The booklet has many
classroomuses.Write to: Federal Reserve of New York,
Publication Section, Public Information Department,
33 Liberty Street, New York, New York, 10045

The Ford Motor Company Educational A ffairs
Department will send you a large fold-out color chart
entitled 4 History of Measurement. Beginning in an-
cient times and continuing

through the present, this
informative chart tells the
history of the development
of linear measurement and
how its use helped civiliza-
tions advance, and its ap-
plications in various real-
world situations. Write to:
Ford Motor Company, Edu-

Henry GEORGE ScHOOL
121 East 30m8 STREET

cational Affairs Depart- New York, NY 10016
The A . Road Davio Domke, Epimor
ment, Ihe American Koad, (212) 889-8020

Dearborn, MI, 48121,

5161
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Ashland, Oregon - Voters in Coos Bay,
Oregon, soon may get the chance to de-
cide whether to take over federal land
and arrest government employees for
trespassing.

' “We don’twant tobeacolony ofthe
restofthe United States,” says John Shank,
head of the ad hoc group Empower US
that gathered signatueres for suchaballot
iniative in this coastal community tradi-
tionally populated with loggers and mill
workers.

While congressional Republicans
and President Clinton jockey over the
transfer of some government pro-
grams to the states, many out West are
pushing for something far more radi-
cal: control, if not outright ownership
of hundreds of millions of acres of
territory owned by Uncle Sam.

Western lawmakers are drafting
bills in the US House and Senate that
would offer hundreds of millions of
acres of federal lands to their their
states.

Another proposal in Congress
could lead to a “Park Closure Com-
mission” similair to the military base
closure commission. This envisions
focusing federal resources on some
national parks while turning others
over to state control,

Legislators in five states {most re-
cently California) have passed resolu-
tions citing the US Constitution to assert
sovereignty over federal land. About a
dozen more states are moving in this
direction,

Several hundred Westem counties
have passed “home rule” resolutions
forcing federal agencies to pay more at-
tention to local custorns and economic
interests in managing federal land.

“It’s really getting to be a powerful
movement,” says Mike Kelley, a retired
police officer from Oroville, Calif., who
pushed for home rule of federal land in
Buite County.

In some rural areas, this has led to
confrontation in meeting rooms and out
in the countryside.

A commissioner in Nevada last
March used a gentle persuader - a county
bulldozer - to knock down three miles of
fence around federal land.

The Association of Forest Service
Employees for Environmental Ethics, a
reform-minded group of whistle-blow-
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ers and other federal workers, has filed
suit in federal court challenging a home-
rule ordinance in Walla Walla County,
Washington.

“As we looked at what was happen-
ing throughout the West, we didn’t just
want t0 make a statement, we wanted to
make somethinghappen,” saysMr. Shank,
the retired riaval officer who heads the
effort in Coos County, Ore., which is
51% federal land.

Across the West, federal agencies
control much - in some cases most - of the
territory within state borders. Some of
this is in national parks, wilderness, and

other areas set aside for conservation and
public enjoyment. But most of it is held
by two agencies that trace their roots
back to westward expansion.

These are the US Forest Service (part
of the Agriculture Department) - which
oversees forested areas for timber pro-
duction , recreation and environmental
protection -and Burean of Land Manage-
ment (part of the Interior Department),
which got the arid land left over after
homesteaders picked the best range land
and railroads chose their routes,

Between them the Forest Service
and BLM are landlords for some 30 mil-
lion acres.

Control of such lands became a po-
litical big deal when Congress started
passing major enviomnmental legislation
about 20 years ago, after which federal-
land managersbegan imposing new regu-
lations on such traditional activities as
logging, mining and ranching,

For the most part, enviornmentalists

say, agencies like the Forest Service and
BLM have stayed too cozy with indus-

tries they're supposed to oversee. (Inte-
rior Secretary Bruce Babbitt recently
backed off a proposal to raise grazing
fees on federal land.)

But many rural Westerners feel
coralled by federal bureaucrats’ to pro-

¢ endangered species and fragile eco-
systems. And they resent the heavy hand
of Uncle Sam felt particularly in the
West, “Other statesaren’t half-owned by
the federal govemment,” complains a
congressional aide from Wyoming.

For the moment, it seems that most
historical thinking and case law is run-
ning against home-rule activists.

*“1 recognize that those are publicly
owned lands,” Utah Gov. Mike
Leavitt (R) reportedly told a recent
meeting the Western Governors As-
sociation, which he chairs. “The ar-
gument has passed usin terms of who
owns the lands.”

Butothers insist that the 1 0thamend-
ment to the US Constitution (reserv-
ing to the states “the powers not
aclegated to the United States) opens
the possibility of a state takeover.

“The 10th Amendment movement
may be America’s last chance to peace-
fully get Congressio obey the Constitu-
tion,” conservative economist Waker
Williams wamed ina recent syndicated
column. “Politicians have sericusly un-
derestimated public anger and are blind to
the rebellion spreading across the land.”

‘While home-rule activists inthe West
areeagertodisengage fromUncleSarn, their
representativesinCongressaremovingmore
deliberately.

A main concemis theloss of federal
revenue from natural resources at a time
when the push is on to balance the US

budget.

-Reprinted from the Christian Science Monitor




by Judith Matioff

" Dar Eg Salaam, Tanzania
In what he calls the bad old days of
socialist rule, mechanic Mohammed
Kombo struggled to find a kilo of rice to
feed his family. Soap and milk were luxu-
ries better forgotten.

Ten years on in the new capitalist
era, the shortages have ended. Mr. Kombo
drives a visitor through the capital’s mar-
kets brimming with everything from ol-
ives to electric blenders to running shoes.

But there is one big problem. Mr.
Kombo-doesn’t earn enough to take ad-
vantage of thenew selection. He eats what
he can, which isn’t much,

“Am [ a freer man? In principle,
yes, But I'm still hungry,” he complains,

Such is the story across Africa -
Ethiopia, Angola, Mozambique, Tanza-
nia, Benin, Congo, Madagascar, Cape
Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Ghana and Zam-
bia - that are shedding heavy state man-
agement of their economies.

On one hand, disastrous collectiv-
ist experiments and poor planning ended
with the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.
The way has been paved to freer choice in
economics and politics.

But the cold war’s end has left a
vacuum, as the perceived strategic impor-
tance ofthe world’s poorest continent has
dried up. Russian, Bulgarian, Cuban and
Chinese doctors, military advisers and
agrarians have mostly packed up and gone
home.

New benefactors from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and World Bank
have often prescribed austérity measures
that hurt initially, Mis-management and
corruption, which hobble most of Africa,
make matters worse in formerly socialist
couniries, with their legacy of ruined
roads and industry long starved of West-
ern support.

“Socialism as policy was not a
mistake. But the way it was practiced
was,” said Ali Ameir Mohamed, deputy
secretary general of Tanzania’s formerly
Marxist Chama Cha Mapinduzi (Party of
the Revolution), which has ruled for 30
years. “The models of Eastern Europe
were wrong for an underdeveloped coun-
try like ours. We lost alot of time in terms
of development and are sorely trying to
catch up pow.”

The adjustment has generally been
more painful here than in East Europe, as
Affrican nationg started from a more im-

frica’s Painful Transition

poverished base with less skilled
administrators. They also face greater
indifference from the West.

“There are no socialist success
stories in Africa,” said Tom Lodge, a
political scientist from Johannesburg’s
Wiswatersrand University. “Thesecoun-
tries didn’t just have incompetent gov-
ernments, which is the generalify in
Africa. Many had large-scale warfare
linked to the cold war. So they have a
tough time.”

~ South African economist Alex
van den Heever attributes much of the
probleri to the lack of résouftes and
adequate planning by the formerly so-
cialist governments,

Following foreign models that
didn’{ fit, they builiroadsand big hospi-
tals that they couldn’t maintain. They
ran up high govemment deficits, but
didn’t have domestic capital markets to
finance them, They printed money that
was then devalued. “The planning was
poorly conceptualized. Absolutely ap-
palling,” Mr. van den Heever said.

The best-case scenario is Ghana,
cited as one of the few success stories n
Africaoverall, Its leader, Flight Lt. Jerry
Rawlings, threw aside socialism and
adopted a program early on that drew
crucial foreign investment.

Lesssuccessful isGuinea-Bissau,
one of the world’s poorest countries.
The drought-stricken Atlantic island
state of Cape Verde jeitisoned its tepid
experiment with one-party socialist rule
several years ago, but survives only
because of foreign aid.

In Tanzania, some facets of the
economy have improved with reforms.
But others are still ravaged from the
days when it was starved of foreign
investment.

Zambia, once a middle-of-the-
road socialist state, embarked on a
poorly conceived structural-adjustment
program and privatization that proved
disastrous. A falling price in copper, its
mainstay, didn’t help. A popular outcry
has erupted against a falling standard of
living since President Frederick Chiiluba
came to power in the first democrati-
cally elected government in 1591.

Ethiopia, Angola and
Mozambique are struggling not only
with transitions, but with the aftermath
of devastating civil wars.

Angoia’s infrastructire is com-

pletely ruined. Land mines prevent agri-
cultural self-sufficiency, keeping inves-
tors wary. Corruption drains potential oil
wealth, “were our socialist policies erro-
neous? Maybe. But the main point is that
the economy was destroyed by the war,”
Planning Minister Pedro Morais said.
“Qur priority is emergency reconstruc-
tion. We must rebuild bridges, roads,
schools, and a health sysiem from practi-
cally scratch, which will take years, de-
cades. Carrying out privatization is a
subject of great debate.”

In Ethiopia, virtually no develop-

srient occutred during”a brutal 18-year

dictatorship. The 1991 exit of pro-Soviet
leader Lt. Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam
heralded a new entrepreneurial spirit.
But pundits say results will take a long
time.

Mozambigue held its first demo-
cratic elections last year which ended 16
years of war. But the economic liberaliza-
tion launched in the 1980s has barely
advanced.

Prexy Nesbitt, a Chicago based
experton southern Aftica, says the jury is
still out, but that many formerly socialist
states are moving into a more stable era.
“Measured in strictly economics terms,
progress has not been strong. But it has
been impressive considering the forces
arrayed against them that were intent on
climinating them,”

-Reprinted from the Christian Science Monltor




"EVERVBOOY WANTS 16 GO 10 HEAVEN BISTNOBODY WANTS B DE.

121 East 30th Street
New York, NY 10016

Henry George School of Social Scie

You'LL BE WORKING

Address correction requested

BETTY €5.50 an hour)
v MEET LANH ( ©2¢ an hour),

Tk

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
New York, NY
Parmit No, 7759




