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of the civilized world come complaints of industral depression; of labor
condemned to involuntary idleness; of capital massed and wasting; of pecu-
niary distress among business men; of want and suffering and anxiety among
the working classes. All the dull deadening pain, all the keen, maddening
anguish, that to great masses of men are involved in the words “hard times,”
afflict the world today. ' '

The masses are chained in mind and body and can offer no assistance to
alleviate the distress.

It must be within the province of political economy to give us the answer.
Por political economy is not a set of dogmas. It is the explanation of 2 certain
set of facts. It s 2 science which, in the sequence of cermiin phenomena,
seels to trace mutnal relations and to identify cause and effect, just as the
ohysical sciences seek to do in other sets of phenomena.. I¢ lays its foundartions
upen firm ground.,  The premises from which it makes irs deductions are
eruths which have the highest sanction; axioms which we all recognize; upon
which we safely base the ressoning and actions of everyday life.

“Whoever, laying aside prejudice and self-interest, will honestly and care-
fully make up his own mind as to the causes and the cure of the social evils

that are so apparent, does, in that, the most important thing in his power

toward their removal . . . Secial reform is not to be secured by noise and

shouting; by complaints and denunciation; by the formavion of parties, or

HE cover of chis booklet depicts humaniey as it s today. From all parcs

the making of revolutions; but by the awakening of thought and the progress

of ideas. Unti there be correct thought, there cannot be night action; and
when there is correct thought, right action WILL foliow.”
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THE PROBLEM

The present century has been marked by a prodigious
increase in wealth-producing power. The utilization of
steam and electrieity, the introduction of improved proe-
esses and labor-saving machinery, the greater subdivi-
sion and grander scale of production, the wonderful
{acilitation of exchanges, have multiplied enormously
the effectivencss of labor, '

At the beginning of this marvelous era it was natural
to expect, and it was expecied, that labor-saving inven-
tions would lighten the toil and impreve the condition
of the laborer; that the enormous increase in ihe power
of producing wealth would make real poveriy 2 thing of
the past. Could a man of the last century—a Franklia
or a Priestley—have seen, in a vigion of the future, the
steamship taking the piace of the sailing vessel, the rail-
road traip of the wagon, the reaping machine of the
seythe, the threshing machine of the flail; could he have
ieard the throb of the engines that in obedience fo
humgn will, and for the satisfaction of buman desire,
exert & power gieater than that of all the men and all
the beasts of burden of the earth combined; could he
have seen the lorest tree trapsformed into finished lun-
ber—into doors, sashes, blinds, boxes or barrels, with
hardly the touch of a human hand; the great workshops

" where boots and shoes are turned out by the case with
less labor than the old-fashioned ecobbler couid have

put on a sole; the factories where, under the eye of a

girl, cotton becomes cloth faster than hundreds of stal-

wart weavers could have turned it out with their hand-
looms;. could he have seen sieam hammers shaping

mammoth shafts and mighty anchors, and delicate ma-

chinery making tiny watches; the diamond drill cutting -

through the heari of the rocks, and eoal il sparing the
whale; could he have realized the snormous saving of
labor resulting from improved facilities of exchange and
communtcation—sheep killed in Australia eaten fresh in

England, and the crder given by ihe London banker in -

the afternoon executed in Bapn Francisco in the morning
of the same day; could he have conceived of the hun-
dred thousand improvements which these only suggest,
what would he have inferred ag to the secial condition
of mankind? _ :

Tt would not have seemed like #n inference; further
than the vision went it would have seemed as though
he saw: and his heart would have. leaped and his nerves
would have thrilled, as one who from a height beholds
just shead of the thirst-stricken caravan the living
gleam of rustling woods and the glint of laughing
waters. Plainly, in the sight of the imagination, he
would have beheld these new forces elevating society
from its very foundations, lifting the very poorsst. above
the possibility of want, exempting the very lowest from
anxiety for the material needs of life; he would have
seen these slaves of the lamp of knowledge taking on
‘themselves the traditional curse, these museles of iron
and sinews of steel making the poorest laborer’s life a
holidav, in which every high quality and noble impulse
could have scope to grow. :

But just as such a community realizes the conditions
which all eivilized communities are striving for, and ad-
vances in the scale of material progress—just as closer
settlement and a more intimate connection with the rest

of the world, and greater utilization of labor-saving ma-
chinery, make possible greater economies in produetion
and exchange, and wealth in consequence increases, not
merely in the aggregate, but in proportion to population
——50 does poverty iake a darker aspect. Some get an
infinitely better and sasier living, bub others find it
hard to get a living at all.

fl‘his association of poverty with progress is the great
enigmsa of our times. 1t is the central fact from which
spring industrial, social, and political difficulties that
perplex the world, and with which statesmanship and
philanthropy and education grapple in vain. From it
come the clouds that overhang the future of the most
progressive and self-reliant nations, Tt is the riddle
wh}ch the Sphinx of Fate puts to our civilization, and
which not to answer is to be destroyed. So long as
all the increased wealth which modern progress brings
goes but to build up great fortunes, to increase Tuxury
and make sharper the contrast between the House of
Have and the House of Want, progress is not real and
cannot be permanent. The reaction must come. ‘The
tower leans from its foundations, and every new story
but hastens the final catastrophe. To educate men who
must be condemned to poverty, is but to make them
restive; to base on a state of most glaring social in-
equality political institutions under which men are
theoretically equal, is to stand a pyramid on its apex.

All-important as this question is, pressing itself from
every quarter painfully upon attention, it has not yet
reqewed a solution which accounts for all the facts and
points to any clear and simple remedy. This is shown

by the widely varying attempts to account for the pre-
vailing depression. They exhibit not merely a diver-
gence between vulgar notions and scientific theories,
but alse show that the concurrence which should exist
between those who avow the same general iheories
breaks up upon practical questions into an enarchy of
opinion. Upon high economic authority we have been
told that the prevailing depression is due to over-con-
sumption; upen equelly high authority, that it is dus
to over-production; while the wastes of war, the at-

tempts of workmen to keep up wages, the issues of

paper money, the increase of labor-saving machinery,
the opening of shorter avenues to trade, ete., are sepa-
rately pointed out as the cause, by writers of reputation.

And while professors thus disagree, the ideas that
there is a necessary conflict between capital and labor,
that machinery is an evil, that competition must be re-
strained and interest abolished, that wealth may be
created by the issue of monsy, that it is the duty of
government to furnish capital or to furnish work, are
rapidly making way among the great body of the peg-
ple, who keenly feel a hurt and are sharpiy conscious of
s wrong. Such ideas, which bring great masses of men,
the repositories of ultimate political power, under the
leadership of charlatans and demagogues, are fraught
with danger; but they cannot be successfully combated
until political economy shall give some answer to the
great question which shall be consistent with all her
teachings, and which shall commend itself to the per-
ceptions of the great masses of men. -

Progress and Poverty
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Apother immygrant comes, -fmd wind by the sams
attraotl where thers a ady two. Another,
and anot arcund our ﬁr comer there sra a
seore of Bei -+, Labor has now an effectiveness
which, in the solit: ary state, it could not approach. If
heavy work i3 1o be done, vhe ssttlers have a log-rolling,
and togeihe* aesomplish in a day what singly wouid
roquire years, When one kills a bullock, the others taks
part of it, returning when they kill, and thus they have
fresh meat all the time. 'I‘ogether they hire a school-
master, and the children of each are taught for a f{rac-

the first settler. It becomes a comparatively easy mat-
ter to send to the nearest town, for some one is always
going, But there is less need for such journeys. A

tional part of what similar teaching would have cost.
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blacksmith and a wheelwright soon set up shops, and
our settler can have his tools repaired for & small part
of the labor it formerly eost him. A store is opened
and he can get what he wanls as he wanis it; a post-
office, soon added, gives him regular communication
with the rest of the world. Then come a cobbler, a
carpenter, a harness-maker, a doctor; and a little ehurch
soon arises. Satisfactions become possible that in the
solitary state were impossible, There are gratifications
for the soeial and the intellectual nature—for that part

~of the man that rises above the animal. The power of

sympatl'r;-', the sense of companionship, the emulation
of comparison and eontrast, open a wider, and fuller,
and more varied life.

Go 1o our settler now, and say %o him: “You have
so many fruit trees which you planted; so much fenc-
ing, such a well, a barn, a house—in short, you have
by your iabor added so much valus to this farm.  Your
land itself is not quite se good. Vou have been cropping
it, and by and by it will need manvre, I will give vou
the full value of all your improvemenis if vou will give
Hoto me, and go again with vour family bevond ibe
verge of setilement.” He would lmogh at vou. His
land yields no more wheat or potatoes than befors, but
it does visld far more of all the necessniies and com-
forts of Wle. Tiis lubor upen i will bring no heavier
erops, and, we-will suppose, mo more valuable erops,
but it will bring far more of all the other thingg for
which men work. ‘The presence of other settlers—the
increase of population-—has added to the productive-
ness, in these things, of labor bestowed upén it, and
this addsd productiveness gives it a superiority over
iand of equal natural qua.lity where there are as yet no-
settlers. If no land remains to be taken up, except such
ag is as far removed from population as was our set-
tier’s land when he first went upon it, the value or rent
of this land wiill be measured by the whole of this added
capability. If, however, a3 we have supposed; there is
a continuous stretch of equal land, over which popula-
tion is now spreading, it will not be necessary “or the
new seltler to go into the wilderness, as did the first.
He will settle just beyoed the other settlers, and will get
the advantage of pmmmt’y te them. The ‘V’*lw“ o rent
of our settler’s land will thus depend on the advantage
which it has, from beiog ai the center of population,
over that on the verge. In the one case, the margin of
production will remain as before; in the other, the max-
gin of production will be raised.

Population still continues to increase, and as it in-
creases 50 do the eeonomiss which its inerease permits,
and which in effect add to the productiveness of the
land. Our first settler’s land, being the center of popu-
lation, the .store, the biaeksmlf;h’s forge, the wheel-
Wr1ght’s shop, are set up on if, or on its margin, where
soon arises a village, which rapldly grows into a town,
the center of exchanges for the people of the whole
distriet. With no greater agricultural productiveness
than it had at first, this land now begins to develop a
productiveness of a higher kind. To labor expended in
raising corr, or wheat, or potatoes, it will yield no more

of those things than at first; but to labor expended in

the subdivided branches of production which require
proximity to other producers, and, especially, to labor
expended in that final part of production, which con-




glets In distribution, it will yield much larger vetarns.
The wheat-grower may go further on, and find land on
whish his labor will produce as much wheat, and nearly
a5 much wealth; but the artisan, the manufac )
storeleoper, the professional man, fnd that their b
expended here, at the center of excheng
them much more than i expended even at a little dis-
tance away Trom it; and this sxesss ui product
for such purposes the land owner csn olaim just ag
could am exeess in its wheal- produt*in-‘ power.  And
se our settler is able to sell i building lots a few of his
acres for pricss which it would net bring for wheai-
vmwézﬂg if its fertility had been mmltiplied many timoes,
With the proeeeds, he builds himself a fine house, and
furnishes it handsomely. That iz to say, to reduce the
transaction to its lowest terms, the people who wish to
use the land butd and furnish the house for him, om
condition that he will let them avall themselves of the
guperior productivencss which the inerease of popula-
tion has given the land.

Population still keeps on increasing, giving greater
and greatar utih
wealth to its owner. The town has grown info g ot
a Bt Louis, a Clmﬂge or a Bap Fraocisco—and still it

- grows., Production is bere ezrried on upon a gresi seale,
with the best minchinery and the most {avorable facil-
ities; the division of labor becomes extremely minuve,
wonderfully omitiptying efficiency; exchbanges are of
stich volume and rapidity that they are made with the
minimum of frictiop and loss. Here is the heart, the
brain, of the vast zocial vrgspism thai has grown up

from the germ of the first setilement; here has developed -

aite of the grest ganglions of the human world, Hither
run all roads, hither set all currents, through all the
vast regiong round about. Here, if you have dnythmg
to @ell, is the market; here, i vou have anything to
buy, iz the largest aﬁd the choicest stock. Here intel-
jeetual activity i gathered into a focus, aid here springs
that stimules which is born of the collision of mind wiih
mind. Hers are the great Dbbravies, the storchouses
and granaries of knowledge, the If*awgd profeszors, the
famous specialists, Here are musenms and art gal-
lerics, eollections of philosophical apparatus, and all
things rave, and valuable, and best of their kind. Here
Ceome great actorg, and orstors, and sipgers, from all

over the world. Here, In short, i3 a center of human
life, in all its varied manifestations.

Bo. enormpus are the advantages which this land now
offers for the application of 1abor, that inslead of one
'mau with a spaR of horges scratching over acres, you

12y count in places thousands of w-u'\'%mz'«‘ to the acre,
wmkmg; tier on tier, on floors raised one above the other,
five, six, seven and eight stories from the gronnd, whils
underneath the surface of the earth engines are throb-
bing with pulsations that exert the {orce of thousands of
horses. ‘

All these advantages attach to the land; it is on this
land and no other that they 2an be ntilized, for bere is
the center of population—the focus of exchanges, the
market place and workshop of the highest forms of
industry, The produciive powers which density of
population has attached to this land are equivaleat to
the multiplication of its original fertility by the hun-

tg the land, and wore and more.
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waste like the greater part of San Franeis

fold and she thousand foid.  And rent, which
wrag the difference betwesn this added produe-
and that of the least produeiive land in use,
hag inerossed accordingly, Our tisr, or whesyer
has sueeceded to hig vight to the land, is now a mil-
lienaire, Liks another Hip Van Winkle, he may have
Inin down and slept; still he is rich--not from anything
he has done, but from the inerease of  population.
There are 1£=t.<~ from which inr every fooi of imut.agfe
the owaer mav draw more than an average me
ean G4 there are lotz that will aell for more than
would suffice to pave them with gold ooin.  In the prin-
are fowe‘z’m;: buildimm of gra.niw maz“‘n!e,

sty k* mpleﬁn w&L s:*.fer;fy* copvenlencs, Ytﬂb hwy &I
n@t Wt)rifh ag mueh as the land vpon which they rest

_—the same land, in nething changed, which when our

first seitler came upon it had ne value at all,

That thig is the way in which the Increase of popu-
fation powerfully acts in imrm:ém ’fenf whaf‘v ;
progressive o
himsell. The orocess is geﬁsﬁ% on umiézr hg,\, ., The
incressing difference in the productivensss of the land
in use, which causes an increasing rise in rent, vosults
not 50 much from the necegsities of increased popula-
tion compelling the resort to inferior land, ag from the
increazed productiveness which ineres meé population
gives to the lands slready in use. The most valuasble
lands on the globe, the lands which vield the highest

- vent, ars not lands of surpassing natural ferfility, but

lands to which a surpassing utility has been given by
the increase of population,

The imcrease of productiveness or utility which in-
crease of population gives to certain lands, in the way
to which 1 have been cailing attention, attaches, as it
were, to the meve quality of extension. The valuable

~ quality of land that has become a center of population

is s superficia! eapacity—it makes no  difference
whether it is fertile, alluvial soil like that of Philadel-
phia; rich bottom land like that oi New Orleaps; a
filled-in marsh like fthat of Bt. Petersbu :

1A

It is a well pmvisﬁ@ned ship, this on which we sail

through space. 14 the bread and beef above decks zeem

o grow searee, we bub open o hateh and there i a new
supply, of which before we never dreamed. And very
greab command over the services of others comes o
Lﬁmsé: who 28 the hatches are opensd are permitted to
gay, “This is mine!”

To recapitulate: The offect of increasing population

upon the distribution of wealth iz o increase reat, and

consequently to diminish the pmpartim of the produce
which goes to capital and Isbor, in two ways: First,
By lowering the margin of cultivation, Beeond, By
hringing out in land special eapabilities otherwise latent,
and by attaching special capabiiities to partisular lands.

1 am disposed to think that the latter mods, to which
little attention has been given by political economists,
is reaily the more importznt. But this, in our inquiry,
is not a matter of moment.

Progress and Poverty







HOW MODERN CIVILIZATION MAY DECLINE

The type of modern growth is the great city., Here
. are to be found the greatest wealth and the deepest pov-
_erty. Aund it is here that popular government has most
clearly broken down. In all the great American cities
there is to-day as ciearly defined a ruling class as in the
most, aristocratic countriss of the world. Tz members
earry wards ip their poekets, make up the slates for
nominating conventicns, distribute offices as thev bar-
gain together, and—though they teil not, neither do
they spin—wear the best of raiment and spend money
lavishly, They are men of power, whose favor the ambi-
tisus must court and whose vengeance he woust avoid.
Who are these men? The wise, the zood, the learned—
men who have earned the confidence of their feliow-
citizens by the purity of their lives, the spiendor of theis
talents, their probity in public trusts, thelr desp study
of the problems of government? No; they are gainblers,
saloon keepers, pugilists, or worse, who have made a
irade of controlling votes and of buving sod selling
offices and official acts. They stand o the governmend
of these cities as the Pretorian Guards did to that of
declining Rome. He who would wear the purpie, fll
the curule chair, or have the faseces earried before him,
must go or send his messengers to their camps, give them
donatives and make them promises. It iz through these
men that the rich corporations and powerful pecuniary
interests can pack the Benate and the beneh with their
creatures. It is thess men who make School Dhrectors,
Supervisors, Assessors, members of the Legislaturs, Con-
gressmen,  Why, there are many election dislricls in
the United States in which a George Washingion, a Ben-
jamin Frasnklin or a Thomas Jefferson could no more go
to the lower house of a State Legislature than under the
Ancient Régime a base-born peasant sould become 2
Marshal of France. Their very character would be an
insuperable disqualifieation.

In theory we are intense democrats. The proposal io
sactifice swing in the temple would hardly have excited
greater horror and indignation in Jernsalem of old then
would among us that of conferning & distinciion of rank
upon our most ominent citizen, Bui iz there not grow-
Ing up among us & class who have all the power without
any of the virtues of aristosrasy? We have simple citi-
zens who control thousands of miles of railroad, millions
of acres of land, the meang of Lvelihood of great num-
bers of men; who name the Qovernors of sovereign Btates
. a3 they name their clerks, choose Benators as they choose
attorneys, and whose will is as supreme with Legisiatures
ag that of a French King sitting in bed of justice, Thae
undercurrents of the times seem o swesp us bask again
to the old conditions from which we dreamed we had
escaped. The development of the arfizan and eommer-
cial clasges gradually broke down feadalism afler 3% had
become so0 eomplete that men thought of heaven as
“organized on a feudal basis, and ranked the first and
second peraons of the Trinity as suzerain and fensnt-in-
ehief. But now the development of munufactures and

exchange, acting in a social organizaiion in whiek fand
is made private property, threatens fo compel every
worker to seek a master, as the insecurity which followed
the final break-up of the Boman Erapire eompelled every
freeman to seek a lord. Nothing seems exempt from this
tendency. Industry everywhers tends to assume a form
in ‘which one is master and many serve, And when
one is master and the others serve, the one will control

the others, even in such matters as votes. Just ag the
Tinglish landlord wvotes his temants, so does the New
England mill owner vote his operatives,

There is no mistaking it—the very foundations of
society are being sapped before owr eyes, while we ask,
how is it possible that such a civilization ag this, with its
railroads, and daily newspapers, and electric telegraphs,
shouid ever ba destraoyed? While literature breathes but
the belied that we have been, are, and for the futurs

ust be, lesving the savage state further and further
hehind us, there are indicstions that we are astually
turning back again toward barbarisme,  Leb me iilus-
trate; Ous of the characleristics of barbarism is the low
regard for the rights of person and of property. That
the lows of our Anglo-Baxon ancestors imposed a3 pen-
alty for murder 2 fine proportioned to the rank of the
victim, whils our law knows po distinction of rank, and
protects the lowest from the highest, the poorest from
the richost, by the uniform penalty of death, is locked
upom a3 evidense of their barbariso and our civilization,
And so, that piracy, and robbery, and slave-trading,
apd blackmailing, were onse rerarded as legitimaie
vecupations, is coneclusive proof of the rude state of
development from whish we have so far progressed.

But it is 4 matier of fact that, in spite of our laws, any
one Who has money enough and wanis to kill avother
msy go into any cne of our great cembers of population
and business, and gratify his desire, and then surrender
himself to justice, with the chances as a hundred to one
that he wiil suffer no greater penalty than a temporary
iroprisonment and the loss of 4 sum proportioned partly
to biz own wealth and partly to the wealth and standing
of the man he kills, His money will be paid, oot to the
family of the murdered man, who have logt their protec-
tor; not to the state, which hag lost a citizen; but to
lawyers who understand how 4o secure delays, to find
witnesses, and gel juries to disagree.

And s0, if 2 mah steal enough, he may be sure that
his punishment will prastically amount bat fo the loss
uf & part of the procesds of his theft; and if he steal
snough 1o get off with a fortune, he will be greeted by
hig scguainionces ag o vikiag might have been greeted
after a suecsssiul cruise. Even though he robbed those
who trusted him; even though he robbed the widow and
the fatherless; he hag only to gel enough, and he may
zafely flaunt ki wealth in the eyes of day.

Now, the tendency in thiz dirsction is an increasing
one. It iz shown In greatest force where the inequalities
in the digiribution of wealth are greatest, and it shows

e g

Atself as thoy increase. If it be not 2 return to harbar-

fom, what iz 7 The fallures of justice to which ¥ have
abiuded are only illusteative of the inersasing debility
of our legal machinery im every department. T is
hecoming common 6 hear men say that it wounld be
betier to revert to first principles and abolish law, for
then in self-defense the people would form Vigilancs
Committees and take justice into their own hands. Is
thiz indicative of advance or retrogression?

All this is matter of common observation. Thongh
we may not speak it openly, the general faith in repub-
lican institutions is, where they have reachied their fuil-
est development, narrowing and weakening, It is no
longer that confident belief in republicanism as the




sourse of national blessings that it onoe was. Thought- -

ful men are beginning to see its dangers, withouy ggemg

how 0 escape zhem are btmnnmgj to abeept the view .

of Macaulsy and disirust that of Jefferson.  And the
neopde af large are becoming used to the growing cor-

ruption. The most ominous political sign in the United

Btates to-day is the growth of 5 sentiment which either

doubts the existence of an honest man in publie offiee

or locks on him as s fool for not selzing bis opportuni-
ties. That is to sav, the people themseives are becorning
eorropted, Thus in the United States to-day is republi-
ean government running the course i must inevitably
follow under conditions which <ause the unsqual dis-
tribution of wealth,

Where that sourse leads is clesr to wheever will think,
As corruption becomes chronic; as public spirit is Jost;
as traditions of honor, virtue, and patnolism are weak-
ened: as law iz brought into contempt and reforws
hea’eme hopeless; then in the festering mass will be gen-
erated voleanie forees, which shatber and rend whm
seeming accident gives them vent, Sirong, unsorupulous
men, Tising up upon oceasion, will becoms the exponents
of blind popular desives or fleres popular passions, and
dash aside forms that heve losi thelr vitality, The
sword will again be mightier than the pen, and in carsi-
vals of degtruetion brute fores and wild frensy will
alternate with the lethargy of a dechining civilization

Whenee shall come the new barbarians? Go through
the squabid guarters of great cifies, and you may ses,
£VEN NOW, f’h?iv gathering hordes! How shall learning
perish? Men will ceage to read, and books will kindle
fires and be turned info carbridgesi

It iz startling to think how slight the traces that wouid
be left of our olvilizstion did © pass through the thross
which have accompanied the decline of every previous
civilization. Paper wilt not last like parchment, nor are
our most massive buildings and monumments to be comn-
pared in solidity with the rock-hewn temples and titanic
sdifices of the old civilizations.  And invention hag
given us, not merely the steam engine and the printing
press, but pefroleum, nitro-glycerine, and dynamife.

7ot bo hint, to-day, that our eivilization may possibly
be iending o decline, seems ks the wildness of pessh-
mism, The special fendencies fo which T have alluded
are obvious to thinking men, but with the majority of

thinking men, as with the grest moesses, the belief in
£ 3 g E .

substantisl progress is yet deep and strong—a funda-
mental belief which admiis not the shadow of a doubt,

‘Whether in the pressnt drifts of opinion and taste
there are a5 vet any indications of retrograssion, i is nod
necsssary to inguire; but there are meny t%}mgb aboul
which thers can be no dispute, which go to show that
our ctvilization has reached a erftical peried, and that

unless a new start i3 made in the direction of social =

pauality, the tweniieth century may to the future mark
s climax, These mndustrial depressions, which cause a8
wiuch wasie and suffering as famines or wars, arg like
the twingss and shotks which precede paralysis. Every-
where 1s 1t evident that the tendency o inequality, whish
is the necessary result of meterial progress where land
is moncpolized, cannot go much further without carry-
ing our eivilization inio that downward path which i
5o easy o enter and so hard to abandon., EBEverywhere
the increasing intensity of the struggle te live, the ia-

creaging necessity for strainiog every nerve to prevent .

#

* being thrown down and trodden under foot in the scram-

ble for wealth, i3 draining the forees whish galn and
maintain improvements. In every civilized country
paupertem, cvime, nsanity, and suicides are inoreasing,
In every civilized counfry the disesses are incressing

- whick eome from overstrained nerves, from insufficient

nourishment, from squalid lodgings, from uowholesome
and mopotonous oscupations, from premature labor of
children, from the tasks and crimes which poverty 1m-
pOSes UPOn WOMmen.

It s not an advancing civiliaation that such figures
show. It is a civilization which in its undercurrents has
aiready begun to receds. When the tide turns in bay
or rviver from food to ebb, it 38 not all st once; but here
i still runs on, though thers it has begun t,e receds,
When the sun passes the meridian, it can be told only
by the way the short shadows fall; for the heat of the
day vet increases. But as sure as the turning tide must
soon sun full ebb; as sure as the declining sun must
hring darkness, so sure i if, that though krowledge yet
increases and invention marches on, and new states ars
being settled, and ecities still expand, yet civilization has
begun f0 wane when, in preportion io population, we
must build more and more prisong, more and more
almghouses, more and more insape asyluma. It is not
rom top to bottom that societies die; it is from botlom
1o top.

But there are evideneces far more palpable than any
that ean be given by statistios, of tendencies to the ebb
of civilization. Thers is a vague but general feeling of
disappeiniment: an increased bitlerness among the work-
ing classes: a widespread feeling of unrest and brooding
revolution. If thiz were accompanied by a definite idea

of how velief 1s to be obtained, ¥ would be a bopeful

sign; but it is not.

Political Economy has been called the dismal science,
arid a8 eurrently taught, és hopeless and despairing, But
thig, as we have seen, iz sclely because she haz been
degraded and shackied, her truthe disloeated; her har-

monies ignoted; the word she would utter zagged in her
moutk, and har protast against wropg furned into an
indorsement of injustice. Freed, as I have tried to frae’

her-—in her own proper bymmptrv Pgimmi Eeanomy is
radiaot with hope.

For properly understond, the laws Whlch gmem the
production and d:ntrlbutlon of wealth show that the
want and Injustice of the preseni social state are not
necessary; but that, on the contrary, a social staie is
possible in which poverty would be unknown. and sl
the betier gualities and higher powers of human pature
would have opporbunity for full development.

Progress und Poverty

EDUCATION

NLY by knowledge of natural ecosomic forces can we
ascettain how humanity has been enchained and, more.

. 1mportant how freedom from these shackles can be achieved.

The Henry Geerge School of Social Science, chz&rtered by the
Board of Re-gents_for and on behalf of the State Education
Dep&rtment»—'—'rhe University of the State of New York, is
an msm{umon devoted to the teaching of Fundamental Eco-

nomics and Socsai Philosophy, and is purely educauonal in

“character and method.

Information regarding the classes conducted both at the

School and i 1ts extension courses can be secaired.at <« =

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SGC_IAL SCIENCE
211 WEST 79th STREET,
NEW. YORK CITY
Telephone: SUsquehanna 7-1167




