AHWOUNCIRG A COURSE 1¥
FURDAMENTAL BECONOMICS

FOR MINISTERS IN THE ROCHESTER AREA

The Henry George School of Sociel Science with Intsrnstional Heed-
quarters in New York City hes secured the consent of Rev. W. Wylie
Young, pastor of the First Presbyterisn Church of Batavie, N.Y¥. %o
organize and teach & class in Pundamental Economics to the ministers of
the Rochester area.

Dr. Young is well qualified to interpret the philosophy of Henry
George to those who have been trained in the Christisn tradition. With
twenty yesrs of experience as & minister snd with ten years of close
association with the Henry George School during which time he has taught
many classes of business and professional people in Buffelo and more re-
cently in Batavie, he is in a position to present the whole argument of
Henry Georgs with force and clarity. '

The Hsury George School of Social Science is a noneprofit, none
secterian, non-political institution, chartered by the Board of Regents
of the University of the State of New York. C(lesses are held in merny
cities. Bvery thinking person is an sligible student. Enrollment ine
volves only cne obligation: to study. Tesachers give their ssrvices
woluntarily. Materials are supplied by the School. The only expenss
involved is the purchase of "Progress and Poverty™ by Henry George.

Ciasses will be held eVery other wesk in the Y. M. C. 4. beginning
Tuesday, October 10th at 11:00 A.M. After one hour there will be & half
hour recess for lunch followed by s second session from 12:30 to 1:30.
There will be ten sessions which will bring the course to a close the
second Tuesday in February.

If undecided as to whether to take the course, why nst plan to be
present at the Y for the first session. No other form of registration
will be expscted.




THE STUDY

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
BATAVIA, NEW YORK

W, WYLIE YOUNG, Miniser

TO ALL MIWISTHES OF THE BOCHESTER AREA.
Dear Sirs:

In accepting the invitation of the Henry fsorge School of Hoecial Sciense to oon-
duct & ciass in Fundemental Foonomics wnd Sociclogy smong minlstsers of the Rochester
area, I fesl that soms word of explanation is in order. Having besn aszsccliated
closely with ministers of all denominations for the past twenbty yesrs, I am satisfied
that only e very few have sny clear and precise knowledge of the philosophy of Henry
George. To me this is & tragic fact.

To explein why it is & tregedy will require meny hours of study and lecturs work
together but heving absorbed his philosophy and having followed through his snalysis
of the basic relaticns in our economic life, I find that his insgight ig invelusble in
understending the signe of the times.

There is something strange about the doctrines of Henry George. Oncs one gets
nhis point of view, new lipht is thrown on the whols econowmloc pelitical end rellgious
scene. Not to see the things which Henry Georps makes plain ies to suffer a blind
spot of such proportions that it is ell but impossible to speak with prophetic amc-
curacy on the trend of current events.

The urge to undsrtaks this work hes come to me with particular forece this Fall
beceuse we ares moving into a pericd of life as critiocs] as any we have withessed
even in the dearkest days of the war,

Henry George, though & product of a Christian home, may not have basen particular-
ly interssted in religion me such when he began his research but his discoveries made
him cne of the great unordeined preechers of his day. He was indeed a great spirit
and 1 never re-read his "Progress and Poverty" without stopping to exclaim every so
often at the sheer precision of his logic and the power of his mind to probe to ths
very heart ¢f complsx economic opsrations,

Will you accept the invitetion that ic here presented and if you have not alresady
made & thorough study of his work will you not agree to join us in searching for THE
angwer to the problem of poverty? Having done so T am confident thet you will sgree
that Henry George has much to offer the leaders of the Christian Church in days like
this. ;

Baceuse I expect to conduet & course in Buffelo simultaneously I will plan to
be in Rocheaster only every other Tussdey. This will not prove too stranucus for
gither teacher or class.,

I think I can show you, who sre concerned about these matters, something new in
the technique of teaching economics in your own church. Qur plan hes worked out
besutifully hers in Batevia and this is & large and conservative group of people.
Incidentally 1 have some idsas on the whole business of dealing with econcmics in the
Church which will interest many of you.

Very cordially yours,




HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
CHARTERED BY THE URIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
O EAST 60tn STREEYT, NEW YORK 21, M. Y.

TELEFHONE RHINELANRDER 4-8700

Wartims, 1944

When the fury now sweeping the world has spent its force and men are frese %o
turn their minds to thoughts of peace, what kind of a world are we going to build?

Well, what ¥ind of & world do we want? Burely we shell want & worid of which
it can never be seid thet one third of eny nation is 111 housed, 111 c¢lothed snd 111
fed; & world in which thers is no poverty and unemployment, snd whare crime has been
reduced to & minimum; a world with m higher standard of living snd morsls end =
higher level of public health. And we shell went & world from which the fear of war
hes been finally and foresver banisghed.

Surely, it is the business of the church tc lead men into such a Fingdom, but
unlese the leaders of the church KNOW what it is that causes poverty, unemployment,
¢rime and their attendsnt social evils, the church will be impotent end its leadership
will be in the wrong direction.

Meny ministers frankly confess that they do not pretend to know too much eboutb
economics. Seminaries do not teach it inm any form since knowlsdge of economics has
never been deemed an essential in the preparation of 4 men for the gospel ministry.

It 1s, however, becoming more and more epparent to thoughtful ministers that
correct thinking and acting in this department of 1ife is eesential if men are to bs
saved from the pitfalls of poverty and war. Burely, leaders of ihe church should
welcome an analysis of basic economis processes which would rut the finger on the
real source of poverty and indicate a solution for the evil.

Meny ministers believe that it is futile for one in his position to spend his
vime on sny spscific cure other than that which ths Gospel me a whole sugpests. There
is no doubt but that character is the essential and bagic need of & nation end thet
the church serves socisbty by implanting those convictions which eventuate in
character. This we believe. But we are ail victims of erronsous weye of thinking
end acting. The plight of ocur world todsy proves that. Certeinly as & minister you
would sgree that if our ways of thinking end acting were in harmony with God's law
that we would have peace snd plenty for all,

What then is fundamentelly wrong? Is thare something epart from just plain
greod end sslfishness theat keeps men out of the Eingdom? We believe there is end
that you will agree with us once it is peinted cut to you. This wrong is not widely
recogrized even by cur most srdent sccial reformers. Indeed to many of these good
people it is entirely unknown. It may come to you s a new and startling revelation.

Can we in America escape the fate that in recent ysars has feller so heavily upon
Europesn people? Once the ministers of Buropean churches bslisved themsslves abovs
economics but in the end their church became victims of the mest vicious perssoution
that the Christian Church has suffered in 211l its two thousand years of Mietory.
Ministers cannot afford to neglect this department of thought. They must be informed.
They must lknow, ' '



¥in a land so blesssd by God with the climate, the escil, end natural resources which
fmzrica has, there is no defsnse for poverty. Poverty in such conditions is & crime.
Henry Georpge, that prophet and sser of an earlier generation, once sald, 'IF poverly
is appointed by the power which is sbove us 211, then it is no orime; bubt if poverty
is unnecessary, then it is & crime for which scciety i1s responsible and for which
society must suffer.’ ... God has placed in our hends the keys of the kingdem, one
of which is lnten&eé to unlock the door of sconomic opportunity for all men. So
long as it is possible for a comparatively few people to own and control the natursl
resources. .. .there will be poverty for the masses. Political demccracy demands
sconomic democrecy. This is supposed to be what we are fighting for in the world."--
From "What Price Christian Amsrica?® by Mark &. Dawbsr in FREEDOM*®S HOLY LIGHT, pub-
lished by the Home Missions Council of North Amsricsa.

"There are four requisites for 1life which are given by the bounty of God=--alr, light,
land and water. These exist before men's lebour is expended upon them, and upon air
snd light men can de nothing except spoil them. I suppose if it were possible to
make esteblished property rights im air, somebody would heve done it before now, and
then he would demand of us that we should pay him if we wanted to breathe what he
called AiSair. Well, it couldn*t be dons, so it hasn't been done. But it could be
done with land, snd it hes been done with land; and, it seems to me, we have been far
too tender towards the claims that have been mades by the owners of land and of water
as compared with the interests of the public, who need that land and water for the
ordinary purpeses of human life....l am persuasded that we need te find ways of as~
serting the rights of the public over the interests of thse privabte owners; and we
come back here to the great Christian principle, thet the right which attaches to
ownership is a right of admimistration, but should never be a right to exclusive use.
That is & principle deep and constant in the old Christisn tradition sbout property,
but we have so largely forgotbten that property is in its own nabure end of nscessity
& social institution and & social fact, thabt we heve ignored the rights of socieby
over against the rights of those to whom it entrusts ownership, and we must restore
that balance."--The Archbishop of Canterbury, Albert Hall, london, Sept. 28, 1942.

Plenry George, the social worker and tax reformer, was once in conversation with
Cardinal Manning of England. Seid the Cardinal to Mr. George, 'I came to love my
fellowmen becsuse I first loved Christ.' Henry George replied, 'I ceme to love Christ
because I first loved my fellowmen.® Love works both weys. We may start out like
Cardinal Menning with a mystic adoration of our Lord, and then learn that such love
iz mesningless unlsess it eventuatez in love for our brothermen. Or we may set out
like Henry George, the social reformer, to serve our fellows."....Dr. Ralph W. Sock-

man, Christ Church, New York, H.Y.

WHAT PROMINENT THINKERS BSAY:

John Dewey " We find in "Progress and Poverty® the analysis of the scientist
combined with the sympathies and aspirations of a great lover of
mankind. ... Heary Gecorge was one of the world's great social
Philosophers.®

Justice Brapdies "I cannot disagrse with Heury George.”

Leo Tolstoy "People do not arpue with the teachings of Henry Gsorge; they simply
de not know it.™

John Kieran "Wo one should be allowed to spesk above a whisper or write more
than ten words on the gensral subject (economics) unless he has
read and digested "Progress and Poverty™.™®

Newten D. Baker "Nobody who has read "Progress end Poverty"™ is ever the seme in his
thinking as he was befors he sew those elogusnt and impressive

DREES.



