nferen Peninsufa Heral

Monterey, Cslifornia, Monday, January 28, 1943.

ALLEN GRIFFIN
Editor and FPublisher

EDWARD KENNEDY
Assistani Editor and Publisher

R. B. GIFFORD
Business Manager

TED DUREIN
Vianaging Editor

Reproduced by the
HENREY GECGRGE SCHOOL
50 East 689th Street
Eew York 21, N.Y.

California Land Frauds

_.The Herald’s disclosure S
of the hisfory of David

Jacks and hisz shenanigans
with lawyers and politi-
cians to rob the people of
Monterey of their heritage
of landg, is indeed shock-
ing, but The Herzld is to
be credited for bringing
the facts before the peo-
ple, :

There have been many
land frauds in California,
and, as large as the David
Jacks’ was, it issmall
compared with some oth-
ers, especially the South-
eérn Pacific and Miller
and Lux grabs, ail manip-
ulated legally, apparently,
but by means of conniv-
ing lawyers and politicians
who had their price.

- Most of the besi farm-
ing lands of California
were thus taken over in
big areas, which were
originally Spanish grants.
Having fraveled the - by-
ways of California over 50
yealrs ago, I have seen

hundreds of shacks and

cabins which had been
abandoned by would - bhe
settlers after they had
tried to make homes on
marginal lands which were
the only lands available to
them. This for the reason
that all the good lands
were monopolized.
W L *

These facts bring out the
need for land-faxation as
advocated by Henry
George, Increase land tax-
ation would have mbroken
up the holdings of large
land speculators. L.and has

always been plentiful in -

California, but'has beén
made artificially scarce
and high priced because it
has been taxed low and

thus could be held by

By FRED W. WGREMAN
(onéribuled)

spacilators for High prices.
of California, however,

where the Henry George
principles of taxation have

been applied with grea §-

success, proving the ideg
sound. This sfarted about
1380 with the passage of

- the Wright Irrigation Dis-

trict Law, under which
about 50 irrigation dis-
triets were developed in
California, This law pr o-
vides that bond issues io
develop irrigation water
and the rates for that wa-
ter musi apply to all land
in the district, whether or

not :the water is used and

do not apply to improve-
ments on the land, This
made il too expensive for
speculative land holders to
hold iand idie, or for use
cven for grazing purposes
in these districts, so they
were foreed to sell
the land in small tracts at
reasconable prices to farm-
erg. Thus has come about
the glory and success of
the smal]l irrigated farms
throughout California, es-
peciaily in the San Joa-
quin Valley. ’
£ = #*

While T am devoutly in
faver of the Henry George
plan of taxzation, I admit
that there is one place in
California where the old
s¥stem of taxes has
worked out for the benefit
¢of the community, That is
the Monterey Peninsula,
This exception proves the
ruie, Land on the Peninsu-
la is like silk hats. They
are a luxury, not a neces-
sity.

the price to any height, no
one need be concerned, as
one can do without a silk
hat.

There HAS DEEN onié dréa

If someone monopo-
lizes silk hats and raises’

The David Jacks land d
! M Y2 haviﬂg 'h@f S(—)COHd—- chlid“,' i

agricultural land, but only
the scenic land of our
"area. No one was forced
through necessity to locate
here. Other lands were
more favorable for farm-
ing. The fsct that David
Jacks held most of
“the land in large tracils
made some of it available
for Fort Ord and what he
sold to Tom Work and the
Ixel Monie Properties Co.
also was held in large
tracts and iis beauty pre-
served,

The Del Monte Co. de-
serveg praise for the way
they have preserved and
improved the beauty of
this area, Pacific Grove
has been greatly penefit-
ed by the zenerous deals
they made for their golf
courses and walerfront
lands, I personally can
-also testify to being great-
¥y benefited by the Del
Monte Properties Co, as
they sold me land on long-
term payments without a
down payment — terms
which were not available
elsewhere and which en-
abled me to get info busis
ness on small capital.

We are living in one of
the mogst beautiful places
in the world, and enjoy
the finest and most health-
ful climate found on earth,
We are a part of the great-
est country in existence, so
let us take time to appre-
ciate our well being and
good fortune to be living
here. Let us enjoy our
freedom and our free €n-
ferprise and all fhe gocd
it has brought to us.

L.et us defend our way
of life against all impr.c«
tical, Sccialistic dreans

(proven so by history)

NEWS

Comments

In the 1860s ih San Fran-
cisco, an odd-job .printer
was out of work and in
wretched poverty. His wife

there was no food in the
house and the landiord was
threatening eviction hecause
the rent was not paid.

The young man, who was
slim and frail, as & last re-
sort went into the streets to
beg. He told his story to a
stranger, who gave him $5.
That saved the day.

“7f he had not given me
the money, I think I was
desperate enough to Kill
kim,” the voung rman said
later. These were stirong
words from so mild a man,

+* * *

Out of the experience the
young mman had a brain-
storm. He reached the con-
clugion that all poverty in
the world and all economic
evils were due one thing —
tent. Abolish rent, he
thought, and the millenium
would be at hand, with all
humanity living happily ever
after.

He reasoned that real es-
tate attained its value due
to the activity and produc-
tion of the people in its vi-
cinity and not through any
contribution of its owner to
gociety. :

over

and strive {60 so perfett

_e_;p_p__l_gyment ended,

our way of life thaj all
peoples everywhere will
aiadly want to follow free-
i% (not be forced) after us.
Wa have the produciion of
wealth which is our first
TiECEsEHY . We olly neéd to™
perfect its distribution so
that involuntary poverty
can be abolished and non-

1935



The remedy he proposed
was 2 massive {ax on land
(but not on the Iimprove-
ments on the land) that
would take al] the profit out
of owning land. This tax, he
said, would make all ofher
taxes unnecessary.

- LS

It is strange indeed thai
so naive a view, representing.

such an oversimplification

of the complex subject of
political economy, should
have won tens of thousands
of zealous converts and
“ghould  Have  become the

basis of = political moves

ment that swept through the
eouniry and attracted adher-
ents in other English-speak-
ing lands — in Brifain, Can-
adz, Australia and New
Zealand.

The young man was Henry
George and his movement
beeame known as Single
Taz. One reason for iis
spread, no doubt, was that
Henry George had a touch
of the messiah in him, He
argued with a fervor that
captured the imagination of
men,

He said that Single Tax
would ‘“‘raise wages, in-
crease the earnings of cap-
ital, extirpate pauperism,
abolish voverty, give re-
munerstive employment fo
whoever wishes it, afford
free scope to human powers,
purify government and carry
civilization to yet nobler
heights.”” What more could
any man of good will ask?

George hecame a Dews-
paperman, then set forth his
plan in his famous book,
‘“Progress and Poverty.” Al-
though he had no personal
political ambitions, his ad-
herents nominated him for
mayor of New York in 1886
and almost succeeded in
- electing him. George died in
1897 and was given a funeral
worthy of a prophet, with
countless thousands passing
his bier. .

L]

Single Tax is largely for-
gotten today, But not entire-
ly forgotten. There are siili
members....of.- the .yaliany,

an article .. ..

band with us and they have -

not given up.

One of them is Fred W.
Workman of Pacific Grove.
Mr. Workman retired a year
o so ago at the age of 75,
after having operated the
I7-Mile Drilve Court for
many years. His aim, he
has told us, is to live to be
160. He has never drunk al-
cohol or smoked, eats only
the most wholesome foods
and takes every care of his
health. ‘

Over the years Mr. Work-
man -has written leiters to

“The Heragld incessently;

C Wednesaay, rebruary 13, [yods.

Monterey Next ?
Editor, The Herald:

It was good to see the
article, ‘““California Land
Frauds” by our fIriend,
Fred Workman, in your
issue of Jan. 28. I also
read with Interést your
comments on Mr. Work-
man and Henry George.
While you were generally
sympathetic in tone, I
should like to comment on
a couple of points.

It iz strange, you say,
that “‘so naive a view, re-
presenting such an over-

“They “have deslt with miany

subjects, but have usually
ended up with an argument
for Single Tax. In Mr. Work-
man’s eyes virtually all cur-
rent events prove the valid-
ity of the philosophy of Hen-
Iy George. Everything that
happens leads Mr. Workman
to that same conclusion —
that Single Tax is what we
need.

We always have been glad
to hear from Mr., Workman,
since he writes well and ob-
viously is sincere. Bui be-
cause of space limitations,
we have had to ration him
to about one letter on Single
Tax per month.

# % ¥

The Herald recently pub-
lished a series of articles
about Monterey’s loss of city
lands to David Jacks. This
has led Mr. Workman to con-
clude that this case once
more proves—ves, yoy have
guessed it - the rightness
of Bingle Tax.

Although we do not sub-

© scribe to the economic ideas

of Henry George, we have
always had a warm spot in
our heart for him — as 2
fellow newspaper man, an
idealist and a man with the
courage of his convictions.
We likewise have a warm
spot in our heart for Mr.

Workman — as & sincere -

man who would like o im-
prove humanify (through
Single Tax).

. 3o this time we are pub-
lishing Mr. Workman’s con-
tribution, virtually uncut, as

plex subject of political
economy” should have
won so many converts. I
must turn the matier
around, and point out that
it is you who have over-
simplified a complex sub-
ject In three short para-
graphs, which took George
eight books to explain. Per-
haps if you studied the
subject more intensively,
you wouldn't find it so
strange that George had
such a following!

You say that Single Tax
is mosily forgotten; but
there are *“still” people
around who “have not
given up” —~ like our
friend Mr. Workman. This
suggests that there iz g
declining band of old-
timers, a sort of G.A.R.,
who still pull out their
bugles once a year, The
fact is that there is a
growing, thriving Henry
George movement attract-
ing greater. numbérs of
people every year, & very
active extension of the
Henry George School
exists in San Francisco,
and this extension has re-
cenily launched branches
In Marin County, Sacra-
mento, Berkeley and Palo
Alto. Wateh out! Monterey
may be next.

The Henry George pro-
posal is a live issue in Cal-
ifornia. Land value taxa-
tion and exemption of im-
provements are being.
studied by the state legis-
fature. .

..ROBERT CLANCY,
‘ ' Director,
Henry George School
of Social Bcience,

New York.

simplitication of the com-— " ~



