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Demotracy, from Greek Demos - people and Krateo - rule, means Ruls of the
people. Not some of the ‘people, vﬂ& al the people., Ethics, we know, is the sclerce
of humsn duty. . The s righ . .awm&wmw there are {or should
be) Bthics in Demotracy i8 with some, perhaps, only a poimt of view.

méawam of Demdcrasy 'wi wa mean those coensiderations of morals and rights
upon which Democracy must be founded and according to which it must be built to be
right and just.

4 to government demands that equality of fund-

The democratic idea as applie
amental rights be recognized as a n

endomment to be protected as a public duty.

If we gragp &wwa great axiom upon the legal right of gelf-defense is
socurely founded, the mxmaa that every man Hgs e right to himself as against the
agpressions of mamﬂm othor man, or of all other na&&wamm if we grasp that axiom,
we have the key to all moral wwowwm?w Tavolv: g humar rights and human dutles.

That great principle "The Brotherhosd of Man" is the Ethical touchstone of
Demotracy, The ww»SQWvHa that there is but oum Qoa msa all men are the gons of God,
or if we prefer, that Nature is a unii and 211 men thorefore an integral part “of ﬁwma
unit, 18 a recngnition of the fundamental law of social lifc,

The Declaration of Independence lays a coryrect basis for Democracy.

"We hold these truths to be sglf-evident; that all men are crested egual ;
that they aré endowsd by their Oreator with cortain Unalienable rights; that among
thess are Iife, llberty and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights,
governmonts are institutod among men, doriving thoir just powers from the consent of
the governed,

The sgquality of all men i3 the tap-vroot of Demeecrmey, Noi equality in
rize, strength, intellect or will, but that all are endowed with equal rights, with

Gnalienable rights among shich are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of happiness.
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wibng meny deriving thelr just b ¢ from the consent of the governed,

, No form of government has any right to coerce an individual regarding his
individual concerns, Coeercion of individuals in individual concerns is an invesion,
st agression and it does not cease to be such because the invader and aggressor is
a government instead of another individual or a mob,

This 18 true of government by ALl, as of government by QOne.

Madison wrote: Justice is the end (alm) of govermment, It is the gnd of
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Civil society, It ever has been and ever will be pursued until it be obtained or
until Liberty be lost in the pursuit,

Individual rights do not arise 1n govermment, They are merely recognized
(or pught to be) by government, and should be made 8 secyre by government, Men do nol
exlst for government. Governments do exist for men.

Men are prior to govermment, and vhatever rights they have inhere in tlem
by reagon of theilr very exisience,

It is to mak%e life pasier and more secure that men form themselves into
comnunities, and government is mersly the orderly conduct of community affairs.

Whatever yighta government has are the rights delegated 1o it by individ-
uals, It has no rights to give gr to grant,

Bights carry with them correlative duties. The assertion that men Have
squal rights, implies that they owe duties to correspond, The assertion that ail
havs squal rights, is the equivalent of saying thaf sach has a duty to respect “the
equal rights of all,

This principle is expressed by the Golden Rule "All things vhatsocever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them,"

This principle is of Universal Applicetion, It admits of pno gxceptions,

There are in human society Lwe classes of rights « those pertaining to the
individuals and those pertaining to the community.




Individual rights and duties are to be considered as if there were no
community, They inhere snd are comvlete in the individual. Every man, for instance
has a right to live, etc. :

Communal, or Community, rights and dutics are those which attach 1o the
community as a vhole, It 48 the community as a rhole, and not each individual that

has the right, for example, to dotowmine tho locality or character of a highway, the
terms of land tenure and the expenditure of the common income,

Sclf government jmplies that as to individual rights each individual shall
govern himself in his gwm way, free from all governmental interference, upon the
sole condition that he respect the equel rights of gther individuals; and that as %o
communal rights, sach individual shall have a voice, and that the majority vote
shall bs taken as the corporate expression. But even the majority vote cannot de-
prive the individual of his individusl rights.

In democracy, individual liberty is the test of morality. Immorality as
between man and man consists in the imposition of one man's +i1l upon ancther, Con-
versely, Morality in democracy consiste in practical recognition of the complete

liberty of esch, limited only by the egual liberty of all.

Acceptance of these principles must be more than verbal. Fylly accepted,
they preclude the recognition by governmont of Chattel slavery, They preclude the
recognition by government of gny measurcs that lead to yirtuasl slavery; they pre-
clude therefore the recognition by government of any monopoly vhich tends to restrict
or to proscribe the gbsolute equal right of all to life, 1o liberty and to the right
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o enjoy all the opportunities and privileges that the Earth pffers 1o man.
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Human Labor is the rock bottom of economic research, Labor is economicelly
selfwexistent., It has no prior cause on the economic planc, For lrbor is s techni-
cal teorm descriptive of the human family producing satisfactions for human desives,
And while that phenomenon is indeed an effect (as what short of Omnipotence is not?)
yet its cause lies beyond the field of sconomic inguiry. It is not aneffect of
anterior economic causes, On the economic plane it is itself the cause of all effects,

But labor cannot create., It cannot makes something out of nothing. It
cannot say "Let there bs bread" and there is bread. Labor has only the power to pro-
duce, It can draw forth artifical objects by so adapting the matter and forces which
nature supplies as to fit them for serving human purposes. It can change the shape
and places of natursl thines,

But labor can produce nothing without natural ressurces, It needs the raw
materials and working places upon the Barth, Or, to use the inclusive economic term,
it reeds "land", Land is the one thing, the only thing, that labor must have and
canvot make, Land is the sole condition of all economic precesses that labor gen-
erates, Labor without land would be utterly poworless to generate the economic
processes, - - indped, without land life would be impossible.

Land and Labor are both fundamental. They are the prime factors of all
gconomic processes; labor boing the initial, or active, force and Land the respors ive

or passive condition. 'Thus labor produces Wealth from land, and land yields wealth
to labor,

Land, Lsbor and Wealth, then are the three subjscts of first importance in
all economic problems.

Wealth 1s labor in tangible form. It is stored-up labor. Therefore, when
producers or workers exchange among themsslves the wealth they have produced they
are reslly ezchanging one man’s labor for another man's labor.

#hen you buy a loaf of bread at the store what is it you are really buylng.
The land had to be ploughed and sesded, the mill had to be built and managed; the
flour had to be baked and the oven had to be built -~ to say nothing of all the
other handling and transportation that took place. Bread therefore is the embodi-
ment of all the different kinds of sorvices which made and brought it there,

All these things are products of labor and in exchanging them we are o%
changing service for service, work for work,

Nor do these things last, they are quickly consumed or tend to disintegrate
s0 that they must be continually produced and re-produced,
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Therefore civilization of today does not rest upon the saved-up products of
sarlier generations, but upon interchanges of services im thils generation, and %¢ a
great extent in this year, this month, or week or day.

It is often ezxplained that the idle rich are living upon the accummulated
gavings of their ancestors,

Service cannot be saved - even when in tangible form it can be saved only
for a 1ittle while.

Society lives almost literally from hand to mouth.

But individuals can and do save obligations to work, And this is what 18
meant by saving wealth.

Nor is such saving necessarily incompatible with the principle of service
for service,

The essential thing is that when & service 18 rendered, it shall be in
exchangs for an equivalent service, whether the equivalent service be rendered cone
currently, or has been rendered in the past, or is to be rendered in the future,
This is what constitutes service for service.

Civilization rests securely only on interchange of work. BService for ser-
vice is the condition of civilized 1ife., It is the central law of social develop-
ment, Though men may live without serving, it is only through some degree of inter-
change of service that they can live civilized lives, The more perfect the inter
shange both in its economic and moral qualities, the highsr the civilization.

To be equal and just, Exchange or trade or the rendering or accepting of
service must be upon a basis of equal exchange, It is unjust to get without giving
or to give without getting., Justics in trade is the exchange of equivalents; it is
sconomic equiBibrium,

Before anyone can give he must own what he gives, It must be his against
mww the rest of the world, It must be morally his, No one can give or sell o oX-
change what is not his omn,

Social Bthics must rest upon Justice,

Nature gives nothing to any man excepting in return for exertion -~ in
reward for labor.

Labor, or production, then is the natural justification for ownership,
Whatever a man produces is his, Whatever he receives from other producers in ex-
change for what he has produced is also his, for as other producers have a like
title to thelr property by token of their production they have a right to exchange
it

No man or set of men {not even the:govermment) has a right to deprive a
man of what he has made, or of any part of what he has made,

 Upon these foundations of Human Rights and Human BEquality are Ethics an d

Justice »* Democracy founded and only upon these foundations can an anduring struce
turs of Democcracy be built.
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