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Compared with the almost undenied inventory
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WASHINGTON — The ghetio experis are
getting another jolt.

The cause is a deceplively iechnicallooking
document, called Working Paper No. 25 of the
Census Bureay, but ity message is a Sisturbing
and potentially explosive one: That the nation
hasnit been making any real beadway la elmi-
nating stum bousing, .

Until a recent reappralzal the cols w ccﬁu
take some comiort from census st
ing that the lowest-clase of housing — “"dilapi-
dated — had been dramalleally slashed by 1.8
millien units beiween the 1850 and 1860 cens
suses, a cut of more thaon 405,

Now, olficizls admit thal was a monun Fi&
migeaicilabion. The exact aumber romeins
sulbject to congiderable doubt, but new estl-
mates place the decline in the dscade at mubh
less than 160,000 units, perhaps onaly 6,000°— of
none ai all, “IPs almost a standoff,” says o
Census Burean technitlan, Unofficlally, blirsan
statisticians Hgube there were roughly 3.5 mils
lion dilapidated housing unite In use in 1530,

and the numbek ag of 3860 way still gomething

more than 8.4 millon unils,

The new numbers are certalnly a disap
pointnient to housing offivials, @mumnﬂﬁ,&. in
light of the billions of doliars pour ed Into urban
renewal and public housing in recenl years.
And the newly apparent lack of progress, some
m:mwmn_” may partly explali the frusirations

hat erupt In ricting. s
“Rig Job Ahead” ,
© 'The maséive mistalke 3 alfo an embarrags-
ment, of course, to the Guvernment's stalisti-
cal overseers who so ireguently have to admil

that numbers issued as economic truth were

later found to be far off the mark. The Census
Bureau said earlier this. week, for Emwmsnm.
that its housing-starts bm@ eg had been exag-
geraling actual aciivily ever since 1863, and
Treagury Secretary Fowler last week conceded

that the fiscal policy proposed in January .

might well have been quite different if he'd

Knowii then that his economists were making a
o §8 billlon eryor in estimating tax revenucs. '
" The discouraging new numhbers on slums.

only buttress his conviction, says Fedenal
Housing Comunlssloner Philip N. Brownstein,
“‘that we’'ve not done enough , . . q&mum 52 big
job ahead.” Each year, he fears, “‘ay you elim-
inate some dilapidated housing, »mnwnpoﬁm ones
come into that category.” But {le data also

mzmmmm_ﬂ he says; that the Johngon Admiinisiras .
dow 18 Corrett in placing mors emphasis lately .
. on wmmeEmem vundown houslng' units EE T

than H.mGEm. solely on the miore gosily ﬁ,nrrmm
of replacing them with entirely new oties, =~
The reappraisal iz viewed even ' more
glumly by some private housing -experts. "It
raises the question of are we gelling any bet-
ter’” in improving the housing lot of the less.
privileged, says Michiael Sumichrast, “chief
economist of the Nationul Associution of Home
Builders, And the angwir, he s3ys, is “proba-
bly nat.” Perhaps mo?ﬁ 1y gmmmﬂﬁsw, he adds,

is that “we don't know whal's s happened’ since .
1960 because the Government attempty to' meas- -

ure housing conditions only once .each decade,

- FHEE mm.mz. nwammm

Mmmm clags ﬁmmﬁm nce a week, 4 30 to w 30 p,m., at
the Henry. Gegige "School, 3627 30tk Sivest .
San Uummcu ﬁmmﬁug:m mmm mmww

aiistics shows

 separate’

m_m“ SINNING W mmiz@ LARY

of delerloraiing dwellings, moreover, the few
availeble elues arent reassuring—-urban Te-
newsl knocked down an average of only 29,000
units a year In the 306064 period, he says.
Data-Gatlerlyg Maothod
Whatsver Impact the report may have on
Fadersl housing porograms themselves, it will
certainly help shape the way the Census Bu-
sal goes aboub gathering data én “housing
Upliy' in its mexp &m,&pm censug in 1970,
Y dow’l know how we're going to do it then,”
an officisl lamerts, "out it's pretty clear that
wiat we won'l do ig repeal what we did in
1950 and 1860.%
Also clear, playvners add, is that the risks of

migmes, 55% are wowum:muﬁ greafer for
the 1870 censuy Lecmuse it’s slated to be the
first ome ¢ 95. weted malinly by mail rather than
pergonal vistie. Olliclals could have guessed it
aljway, t J\F ¥ LY, But irial rung in & few coms-
5 show that “householders rate their
units miote favorably than experts, homeown-
ers to. a greater extent than renfers.” Some-
how, the bureau will iry to aveld asking people -
to deséribe fheir own houses in-such words as
CHewcellent” or *very bad,” hoplng it will get
- Imore mn:@im angwers by asking them to

cheek such specifics as whether their front
poreh needs repairs,

Actually, the @fficully with the past statis-
ties wasu'y much different, officials have
found. The regular census enumerafors were
told to judge whéther houses were “sound,’ in
need of yepair and this “deterioraling” or if
they were “‘dilapidaled,” which was defined as
in 4 gondition “endangering the health, safety
or well-being of their occupants.” They found
far fewer than they had in 1950, but re-check- .
ing by more highly trained :m@oeﬁ evalua-~
torg’ later turned up enough evidence to con-
vitee offidlals that the first version “under-
stated by at least cﬁﬁ;wmﬁ: the number of di-
1zpidated dwellings in use,

Three-Way Classification

The reasons may never be fully known, but
) ms&wm? sugpheat ong element may be that a
greater mﬁowopsoz of the regular census takers
were from lower-income groups that weren’t
accusiomed (o very high standards of housing
-thempelves, They may have been confused by
the change to a three-way ﬂmmmmbomzow from
1850's simipler “dilapidated™ or “net. &Hmﬁf
dated.” The defects may have been harder to
see in 1960, the report also suggests, because
of .more instaliation of new sidings, that cover
Eu ‘iseviotis gtrueliral aammawm‘: for mxm»mwmf

ﬁsmo they Hoow nOﬂEmp.& to_getting a betler
_stme analysts fuestion
tﬁw jH Hﬁg any - vmﬁmu idea of the
Hosm.wmﬁx ‘trend Becalse one more change of
nisthod and defihition could make ¢omparisons
even more difficult, Tn-the meantime, Govern.-
ment publications -are. sticking with the now-
discredited original 1960 census version of 2.3
million Allapidated units down from 3,9 million
in 1950, even though the iatter is considered too
large. Also confusing, some observers note, is
that these statistics lpssen the reliability of the
getdes - of “stafdard-substandard”
breakdowns which depend in part of availabil-

itv of certain plumbing fixtures,

I mbwum mﬁmmmﬁ_mm

> pre- m:..o:.smi wmmm“o: will ‘be rm, d at :._m Zolr woﬁr.ﬂ_cv rmocwm.on _._.rc_.ma_n? .hn:-
vary 25th at 7:30 p.m., where o prominent %mermﬂ will explain the scops of the course,

answer questions and accept enrolIments.

Come to this meeting, meet the class leaders,

see for yoursélf what is available in .n._n..m.w.m COURSE in this most impertant subject.
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