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-~ Alan Cranston) former State Controller, in his column appearing in the
Los Angeles Times on November 20, suggests that taxing land and exempting
improveménts may not be such a bad idea. (The article is reprinted on the

) ogmw side of this news letter. U

mezmﬁo: refers to a Tcmmn%n ﬁiﬁm i~ émfoz 8 Cities, a city govern~

Emi magazine with national coverage. The article quotes from Nation's
Cities some of the pertinent points regarding slums and sprawl. He says
©"At present, home builders are forced far out in the countryside to find land
they can mmo& to develop - despite the fact there's actually a great deal of
undeveloped land inside most cities, or very close to them. Builders leap~
@oc the land that's close in Gmcacmw it's toe costly, going way out to land

thai's cheap enough to build on. ,E‘Pms prices rise there, and Emw leap~froy
still farther out,"

COSTS OF SERVIGES GO UP .

The real tragedy of o&ﬁwmw is that @.U,mﬁm of services by cities, counties
and schools mount as these services continte to extend outward.

* LAND SPECULATION RUNS WILD

, As development goes farther out, land m@moﬁmﬂcs becomes a major
fagtor. When farmland is by-passed and property taxes are increased be-
cause of the possible higher and @m?ma buse, farmers can no longer continye
to mmﬁ? -The land Em: Umocarm a'tax. msm:m« for land speculators.

A recent mcgm% in Santa OEE Caunty showed that in &' three-year
period 250 square miles were amaoé& from HmaSS@ and only 26 square miles
of it were developed. With more and more farmers driven off their farms,
food cost will oosﬂscm to rise as local sources of production becomes waste
“lands.

 EQUALIZATION

In a recent.statement; A. Alan.Post,California's Legislative Analyst,
gsaid that statewide m@cmrwm:.om of property taxation should precede any
major boosts in state school aid. The Emncmﬁs\ of local tax resources, Post
mmmmﬁm Smxmm chﬁ reform mmmm:SmH

Eos% surveys sw<m mwoﬁj that wE property is not assessed at the same
ratio to its market value. wﬁ% here in San Diego, the County Assesser stop
~ed g Chula Vista Councilman from getting at records in his office when he
learned that the survey crew was getting sales and assessment figures from
throughout the county and not just figures of Chula Vista.

The State Board of Equalization recently charged that the uniformity in
rural, commercial, and industrial properties i1s relatively poor. The report
also says," The poor uniformity in those types of property can be ascribed io
(1) lack of concentration of appraisal effort and (2) several types of valuation
practices which would be considered unacceptable by most professional
appraisers.”

All of which means that homeowners, who are assessed at very near the
stated ratio of 25%, are assessed higher than land speculators and slum
owners. Thus , choice lots in downtown San Diego'sit vacant, choige hgme
sites closg-in slt idle and slums are the best lnvestment. around, all because
they do not pay the same proportion of the E.oumﬁ% Ex as do so:gmo.s\zmwm '

WATCH FOR THE BEGINNING OF FREE ADULT CLASSES
IN "BASIC ECONOMICS" SOON
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