By GEORGE L. RUSBY

Witk the extension of Government
activity Into so many felds formerly left
to privete initiative, it is not at all strange
that therse should be growing discussio

of ithe question whether these incressing

government achivifizs are justified. Few
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discussions of this subject, however, re
st satisfactorily; this is because the real

issue i usually side-stepped.
A and B discuss the merlis of probibi
tion. A contends that prohibition i <§e~
sizable, and sopports his contention with
what sezins 0 Bim a good reason; B op-
poses with 2 counter veason as to whhgr
prohibition is wrong. Asd after an o
rermnable of oppost fews
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podge of superficial epioions,

Where sad how shall we lind 4 basic
incinle bv whi b test the oropristy
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any and every activity of gevernment,
actial or propossd?  In secking such a
inci It us begin at the beginning,
first, what the propes purpose
cat should Te; then selecting
or rule of action, to be fol-

in advanciiig that
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PUIDOSE, ¥, daiscovering  the
fanchions pecy £ poverament to

Enowledge that our cooclusions can be

actorily demonstrated.

i purpose of
crament? I seems quite
safe to take for granted that there will be
i mot universal, ement tha
HOPED PUTpoEe of founding gov-
to promote the generasl wel
cotimnity,

the princ
wch governmen
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which a choice must be made, This it is
quite possible to do with accuracy,——the
saime  degroe  of  accuracy as that with
which we declare that “a thing i equival-
ent to the sum of all of its pants”. For
the avowed aim of goversment cannot but
. on the one hand, fo maintan the
greatest possible degree of equality of in
dividua! Lberty amonyg s citizens, or, on
the other hand, to maintain more or less
uality. ¥t is obvicus that any depart-
sre brom equality must constitute corscs-
ponding meguality, The three principles
then, from among which a choice 15 ne
cessary, are:

a——Ezovernmental action shall be limi-
ted to insuring thut, as acarly as possilde,
R I Save opportan

govoine

- at once become apparent :
we aftempt to specafy wherew and fo
what extent a governing body shal! be
authorized to deviate from the standard
set ia a”,—for i is like stating that sev-
en tumes seven alway equals forty nine,
excepting that ot sometimes doesn't.

Therefore in the pursait of the pHii-
pose of goverament (fo promote the gea.
cral welfare), we are forced, willy nilly,
te adopt "2 as the principle to which
governgment shall adbere in sl of its ac
trvities and law meking.

(33-—1f, then, the only proper purpose
ol yovernment i3 1o promote the geoeral
wetfare, and if the only principle, or ruke

action, in accord with this purposs is
to msurte that, as nearly as possible, every
o shall have opportunity to do a3 he
with up to the powt of infricging the
equal iiberty of znother, the pext Gues-
: te present itself i what are the
JNCTHONS  of  governs
must government do, o apply this prin-
ciphe?

S
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FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT
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At frest thought 1t might TR
sible to reduce the activities of Lovein-
ment to such simphicity-—impossible 1o
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Bat just as one
Lormande pecessitat
others to support 1, so every time
sment departs from s two simpls
funcizons a condifion i3 created which de-
matds 2 forther and & forther departuie,
ool we find our es i onr present pie-
2 and threateping situstion, where
15 following step b incrsasingly
A i toward 2 fate which is
sitable, oaoless the direction of auar
course be reversed,

O these two proper functions of gov-
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rompily appeals to practically ali of us
is quite lngical, and its propriety would
be contested by few. But as to the other
government fonction, that of maintzin-
wg  equality  of economic sppoertunity,
this is pot 50 easy of undersianding and
scceptance, doubtless due to the fact vhae
there is such 2 meagre knowledge of basic
sConomi principles.

of the police po

Equality of ecopomic oppostunity cas
be secured only by creati

o 2 rondipioe
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ot “more jobs than men”, vsing that word
Cjob” to include sl of the activities of
Capital and Labor. And this condition
can be attzined oaly by government col-
lecting all ground seni and thus making
it ueprofitable to bold aey nabural ressus
ces (land) out of use,

The most convincing way lo answer the
question Do the inhabitants of the Afsi-
can jungle live by eating food ?* would
bt to demonstrate that all men live by
cafing ftood.  With a clear conception of
(1) the peoper purpose of governspent,
{2} the only practical principle through
the application of which goveroment can
attzin that purpose, and (3) the two snie
cessary functions of government in apply-
iy the princple, o takes but 2 moment's
retlechion to decide, negatively or affirme
atively, any question that may erise in-
colving the propriety or impropriety of
poverpmental action. ¥ a proposition
stands the test, if it be found in accord
with the above princi
no! : should nev
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