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fiear Colieagues,

tver since World War 11, the Philippines have waited for land referm. in
{947 it obiained ifs independence from the United States but its people
have never been free from poverty.. Despife extensive resources, 7257%

of the Filiptno peopie live in poverty according to the United Nations.

terdinond Marcos promised fand reform in 1972 when he deciared mortial
law. fit that time he called for & "new society® for the poor.’'s
bioodiess revoiution with o democratization of wealth.” As we know he
never delivered on this pledge to his people. The issue of tand reform
has not gone away. Itis an urgent agenda again, this time for President
flguing,

itthite she spoke often of the need for non-viclence in her speeches at
the Longress and at Harvard, she is now being urged o look for a
military solution to the insurgency and to the problems caused by the
distress of her people. Land reformers are new being challenged as
Lommunmnists.

In fact, fiquins recently was guoted as saying to her military, " the
ansuser to terrorism ntf the left and the right - is not secial or economic
refarm but military and police action."

Yet from {945 te the years defare Uiet Nam, the government of the
intted States recognized the need of effective land reform io create a
stoble nation. (n Jopan, under Mac frthur, and later in Teiwen and Korea
it had its greatest successes. (n 1955 the American Ambassador to the
Philippines, Rdmiral Spruance urged * betier assessments and & tand
tar" as one way to create more acess to the land for the peasants.

"t is important that in the renewed fighting between the government
and the rebels of the left and the right in the Philippines that the need
for justice and true land reform, nol only not be fergoiten, but be

stressed, boih by the neiw government of Corazon fiquing, and the
government of the tinited States.

T8 CREATE THIS POSSIBILITY, A NUMBER OF U5 ARE LAUNCHING & NEW
PROGETT 70 BEACH KEY CITIZENS AND LERDERS OF BOTH GODERNMENTS. 900
HARUE B €IV ROLE 7O PLAY IN THIS PRRJECT.

Qoed



This letter is en appeal te you to join 20@ like-minded peopie in the
United $iaies who believe thet we can create justice in human affairs.
And justice is the object of this project. And you ore one of those
people.

Members of Common Ground USA, the Council of Geargist frganizations,

gufam, £qual Rights SR, and of other organizations are on our roster.
As on individual, a2 member of a group, a church., elc. yov cen make a
difference. Using your swn expertise, your oin contacts etc., we urge
you to join this project to encourage end sustain land reform in the
Philippines. Your role in this project could be the most vital. Please jpin
us.

fin outline of our motives, objectives, strategies and tactics {based on
the ideas of John Burger and Common Ground USR) are sttached as o
guide. Riso sample tetters to key officials. Please start immediately
and keep us informed of your activities.

for peace and justace

f;&é Juw/ "l -

E. Rebert Scrofani
Birector

encd. Land Reform in Teiwan f{last page is 8 brief story of our land
reform in Califernia ot the turn of the century.

tand Beform in the Philippines

.8.5.7. Chart

sampie {etters 1o officials




