3 14C

m,namw, mmi m wwmwi

E:?%Er_m ?ac:ﬁ. ?

mmwm

Phiadetphi inguirsr -/ ?:ﬁr_)mr VIOLA

Collins and a bust & mwm_ reformer; mmowmm $ Emm 3. the Eumwm tax on an Smxﬁ.mn the wanm:umnoz of nwocmmw%

: wﬂ_mg omEm,

8 Hm ‘a thought, a visien, a call,”
~ -(zeorge wrote, in which the reasons for poverty
‘ \.”_.wﬁ— mno:o.sa E.ow_maa were revealed to EE.

" By Craig Stock

- Anguirer Staff Writer .

"4 century ago: va:mmm%unm Eﬁ no more.

prominent native son than Henry George,

- whose book Progress and Poverty had seid:

.- two million copies and whose ideas on eco-
w.nomics and tax reform created a vibrant
= political party.and an mngcmuﬁ:r Emoﬁnm
- of millions worldwide.

But that was 100 year5. ago..

This evening, on the HiE.mchﬁmuQ of
George's birth, perhaps 50 peopie are expect-
- ed to gather for a quiet celebration in the

same brick rowhouse om 10th Street near

roawm&mqmm*iumnm.wm.immdoa_. :

Although tiie worid has pretty much passed

by Henry George and his ideas, the mood will

be upbeat at tonight’s party. The house at 413

. S, 10th 5., now a combination s¢hoolhouse
- and shrine, has just been added 10 the Nation-
< al Register. of Historic Places.

‘Even more exciting for the litdle band of
true believers who still teach mmo_.mm.m eco-
nomic ideas are some recent signs that the
world-is once again taking notice of those

ideas, said George L. Collins, director of the

Henry George School, |

Henry George left his woamaﬁu as a teén-
. aget to work on a cargo ship. He later worked
as a prister, gold prospector and journalist.

" He knew poverty intimately and once begged

o ‘A mz.mnmm“. En $510 gw food for his E,mmwmu”

ir sacred trust

wife. The stranger gave him the money.

“If he had not,” George later wrote, "l think
T was desperate enough to have killed.him.”

He studied economics and :philosophy and
began writing. While walking down a crowd-
ed city street “there came to me a thought, &

" vision, a call,” George was to write, in which
the reasons for poverty and economic preb-

lems were revealed to him.
The whole probiem, he believed, as do Em

followers today, was that land was Scarce and

that those who owned land gained unfairly.

by society’s growth and by public expendi-

tures on such amenities as roads and sewer

systems. Speculators could get rich merely by
buying. land and holding onto it, without

ever doinig any productive work, George said.

Businessmen, farmers and- workers, those

groups who George saw as the real producers

in society, were hampered by the high: costs
of land. and’ by the nonuse or underuse of
land held by speculators.

His. solution, a panacea. for all economic.
woes, was a single, huge tax on land. There -

would. be no tax on income, on buildings or

other improvements put on land or on crops.
. grown on the land because such taxes &m.

couraged production.

The single tax should e large’ m:o:mw 1o

soak up all the rental value of the land,
George wrote. Then the only reason to hold
land would be to use it for some productive

H

- - George ran for mayor of New York City in:
- 1886, beating.a rising young politiclan named

x ‘mms.mm_“m birthplace at 413 S.10th St.

" purpose ~- a factory or business;a farm or 4
: home. Speculators would no longer. buy land

and hold it in hopes of seiling for a larger
sum later because the cost of holding on ta it -

‘would.be prohibitive.

During the industrial révolution of the
1880s, in the United States and other coun-
tries whére enormous wealth- and wretched
poverty existed side-by-side, George’s ideas

. 'had.great.appeal. He-became a sensation and

a Single Tax Party was formed to ccmp for
George's ideas. :

Theodore Rooseveit but losing to the candi-
date of the Tammany political machine.. He -
died in 1897, in the middle of his second; -

(See GEORGE -on. 18-C) b
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